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BOOK  XIX. 


TO   THE   HIOXT   HONOURABLBi 

EDWARD,   LORD  DENNY, 

BAKON  OF  WALTHAUr, 
kV  BOUNTIFUL  AMD  DEARLY  HONOURED  t»ATROlC 


BIGHT  HONOUI^BLE  t 

None  tan  challenge  so  much  fight  in  theUe  MediiaH<m9^  aiycut 
Lordship ;  under  wnose  happy  shade  they  received  their  first  can* 
cepiwHi,  Under  this  Juniper  of  yours,  haoe  /,  not  driven  byforce^ 
tid  drawn  bypleasutey  dept  thus  long,  sweetly,  safety;  and^have 
received  these  angelical  touches  .*  how  justly  may  your  Lordship 
daim  the  fruits  of  your  cndn^fmmirs  I  Tour  eareful  studies  m  tM 
took  <rf  Gad  are  fit  td  be  exemplary ;  which  have  so  enriched you^ 
ikaiymir  Teacher  shall  gain.  In  this'  reach  of  dioine  thought/p 
you  shall  see  Benhadad^s  insolence  taken  doion  by  Ahab^s  victory  i 
an  kumUe,  thdugh  idolatrous ,  Israelite ,  parrying  it  from  mi  in-^ 
suiting  Pagan :  you  shall  see  in  Ahab,  the  impotent  passions  of 
greatness ;  in  Naboth^  bleeding  hdnesfy ;  iri  Jezebel,  bloody  hypo-^ 
trinf,  cruel  cmft,  plotting  from  heu,  pretending  from  heaven^ 
You  shall  see  the  Ht>oeful  success  of  an  unjust  mercy ;  Ahabforfeit* 
ingwhat  hegwoe ;  killed  by  km,  whom  he  should  have  killed.  Yoti 
^0  see  tesohite  Micaiah  opposing  the  mercenary  rynod  of  pro» 
phets,  a  beaten  ^tor,  an  wiprisoned  freeman.  lou  shall  see 
Ahaxiah  falling  through  his  grate;  Elijah  climbing  up  his  mount, 
moufUing  up  to  his  glory ;  fetching  fire  from  hetrven,  fetched  by  A 
fiery  chariot  to  heaven :  JSlisha,  the  heir  of  his  mantle,  of  his  spi^ 
rit,  no  less  marvellous  in  his  beneficences,  in  his  revenges.  What  da 
I  foretell  all  f  Methinks,  I  feel  myself  too  like  an  Italian  host, 
thusH  meet  your  Lordship  on  the  way,  and  to  promise  beforehand 
your  fart  and  entertainment :  let  it  please  your  Lordship  rather  ta 
see  md  aUw>  your  cheer.  Indeed;  the  feast  is  God's,  and  not 
mime  :  wherein  store  strives  with  delicacy.  If  my  cookery  hurt  it 
noi,  it  is  enough.  TTtrough  your  hands,  I  commend  it  to  theworld  ,- 
as  I  doyomr  Lordship,  ana  my  honourable  good  Lady ,  to  the  gra-: 
eioms  friction  of  the  Almighty,  justly  vowing  myself 

Your  Lordship* s, 
in  all  faithful  observance  for  ever  to  command, 
V^  JOSEPH  HALL. 


AHA6  AKD  BENHAiJaU- 

i  HERE  is  nothing  more  dangeroHs  ior  any  state,  than  to  call  in 
foreign  powers,  for  the  suppressing  of  a  homebred  enemy.  The 
remedy  hath  oft,  in  this 'case,  proved  worse  than  the  disease.  Asa, 
king  of  Judah,  implores  the  aid  of  Benhadad  the  Syrian,  against 
Baasha  king  of  Israel.  That  stranger  hatii  good  colour,  to  set  his, 
foot  in  some  oiitiM^ict-<toyvfiS/of  Israel ;  a^  bow  these  ^nre  him  but 
for  the  handsel  of  more.  Such  sweetness  doth  th&t  Edomite  find 
in  the  soil  b(  Israel,  |iiat  his  jaml^ilion  wij|  not  take  up  with  less 
than  all.  Jie^  that  entered  as  a  friend,  will  proceed  as  a  conqueror; 
and  now  aims  at  no  less  than  Samaria  itselt,  the  heart,  the  nead  of 
th^  ten  tribes:  There  was  -ne-  eauic  -to  hope  for  better  success^  of 
so  perfidious  a  league  with  an  infideL 

Who  can  look  for  other  than  war,  whto  be  sees  Ahab  and  Je* 
4sebelin4he  thixtne^  Ismel  in  the  groves  and  tonpl^  of  Q^uiiibn? 
Tb^  ambition  pf  Benhadad  was  not  so  jnvch  guilty  of  this  wac^  as 
the  idolatry  of  that  wicked  nation.  How  can  thiey  e^^pec^  pQ9C^ 
2rom  earth,  who  do  wilfully  fight  against  beav/en !  RatlW  wjUih^ 
X^od  of  Hosts  ar^i  the  brute,  the  senseless  creatures  Against  I^cael^ 
«tban  he  will  su^er  tbeir  defiance  unrevenged. 

Ahab  and  3enha!cla4  are  well  matched ;  «a  idoblyrous  laineUle^ 
with  a  paganid)  Idumsean.  Well^may  Gpd  pbigue  each  witholher^ 
Who  mc^Qs  vengeance  to  tl^^ai^  both* 

Ahab  fiu49  himself  liard  pressed  with  the  sii^e ;  an4  therefore  19 
'^lad  to  enter  into  treajUes  of  peace.  Benbadad  knows  his  owu 
stvength,  and  offers  insolent  conditions ;  TAy  silver  and  tlijf  goi4 
is  nwic :  thrf  wives  also  mid  ihjf  children^  even  tkfi  gmidtiestj  0fx 
viine.  It  is  a  fearful  thin^  to  be  in  the  mercy  pf  an  enemy.  In 
^case  of  hostility,  might  will  carve  for  itself* 

Ahab  now,  after  the  division  of  judah^  wasJiut  h^If  aking; 
Benhadad  ha4  two  and  thirty  kings  to  attend  him^  What  equality 
was  in  this  opposition  ?  Wisely  doth  Ahab  tbereforiBi  a^  a  reed  ia 
a  tempest,  stoop  to  this  violent  cliarge  of  so  potent  aa  enefAy ;  My 
lordy  O  king  J  according  to  thy  sayings  I  an^  thine  ySnd  all  th(UX 
have.  It  is  not  for  the  over-poweredi,  tp  capitulattQ..  ^Veakoe^a 
ini^  not  argue,  but  yield. 

Tyramiy  is  but  drawn  on  by  submission ;  and^  where  it  finds  iisur 
and  dejection,  insulteth.  Benhadad,  not  content  with  the  sov«raign* 
ty  of  Allah's  goods,  calls  for  the  poesessiou.  Ahab  had.^i^iEuni^  it^. 
ibminion,  with  reservation  of  his  subordinate-  interest:-  lit  wiU  b# 
4  tributary,  so  henaav  be  an -owner:  Benhads^d  ioipeiEi^vsfyy.bQk 
sides  the  command,  caib  for  thp  pxv>priety.;  and  suffix  op|  tb^  l^^g 
of  Israel  to  enjoy  titose  things  at  all,  which  he  wpu|d  piy^iy  ^X  un-» 
der  the  favour  of  that  predominancy. 

Over-«trained  subjection  turns  desperate.  Ifconditions  be  im- 
posed worse  than  death,  there  needs  no  long  disputation  of  jdie  re^ 
medy.    The  elders  of  Israel>  ^ooe  share  wa9  proportiaiud^f  u^ 


AitAM  AKb  BfemtAdADi  t 

tilts  Auiger^  hearten  Abab  to  a  deaial ;  which  yet  danMs  ttut  so 
fisBifiilly^  as  that  it  aflpears  rather  extorted  by  tlie  peremptory  iiu 
digiittion  iti  thtf  people,  than  proceeding  out  of  aay  geodroti^  df 
his  spirit  t  neidier  doth  he  say ,  *^  I  will  not/'  but  /  may  nbU 

Ine  pitmd  Sjrrian,  who  woald  have  taken  it  in fouisoora  to  be 
dflued,  tbeogk  fatf  Itad  sent  for  all  the  heads  of  Israel^  snuft  up 
the  Wind,  Uke  the  wild  aas  intlie  unldernessi  and  biw^  aiid  threats^ 
and  swears^  The  gods  do  so  to  me^  and  more  aUoy  if  the  dust  of  Sa*> 
ftutriu  shaU  suffice  for  iandfuls  for  all  the  people  that  follo^  me^ 
Not  the  niea>  not  the  ^oods  only  of  Samaria  shall  be  carried  awajf 
eaptfirei  b«t  the  vety  eaith  whereon  it  stands ;  and  tUs,  with  hoif 
much  ease!  No  seedier  shall  need  to  be  chaiged^with moxte  than 
% famdAdy  to  makea  valley,  where  the  mother  city  ctf  latsjA  once 
stood* 

O  wan  boasted  I  In  whom  I  know  not  whether  pride  or  foUy  be 
notfeeminent.  Victory  is  to  be  atofaiered;  nottobeswom.  Futine 
erents  are  no  matter'  of  an  oath.  Thy  gods  (if  they  had  been) 
aaigiit  ha^  been  called  as  witnesKsof  thy  intentions ;  not  of  that 
SQcoess,  whate^  Aou  wouldest  be  tile  author  without  them*  Thy 
godb  can  do  Nothing  to  thee ;  nothing  for  thee ;  nothing  for  them** 
nl?es«  All  thine  AMMites  shall  not  carnr  away  C9ie  com  of  sand 
eetof  Israel,  exee^  it  be  upon  the  soles  of  their  feet,  in  their 
Aameful  flight :  it  is  well,  if  they  can  carry  back  those  skins  that 
AejTbfoi^^  <hitter«  Let  mt  %im^  thai  girdetkon  his  bsumess^ 
toast  himself,  ds  he  that  putteth  it  ofl  There  is  no  cause  to  fear 
lint  man,  that  trusts  in  himself<  Man  may  cast  the  dice  of  war,  but 
the  disposition  of  them  is  of  the  Lord; 

^Jbao  was  lewd,  but  Benhadad  yr^  insolent  i  if  therefons  Ahab 
shdl  he  sceereed  with  the  rod  of  Benhadad*s  fesr,  Benhadad  shall 
be  smitten  wiu  the  sword  of  Abab^s  revenge^  Of  all  things,  God. 
wiD  not  endure  a  presumptuous  and  self-oonfident  vaunter* 

After  Mijt^'s  flight  and  complaint,  yet  a  prophet  is  addressed  to 
Ahdb  ;  TMis  saith  the  Lord,  Mast  thou  seen  all  this  great  mtdti* 
tude  f  Behold,  I  will  deliver  it  into  thine  hand  this  £y,  a/nd  thou^ 
thait  knen^  thai  I  am  the  Lord.  Who  can  wonder  enough  at  this 
unweariable  mercy  of  God  ?  After  the  fire  and  rain  fetched  mira* 
culously  from  Heaven,  Ahab  had  promised  much,  performed  no-« 
thing ;  yet  again  will  God  bless  and  solicit  him  with  rictory •  One 
of  £ose  prophets,  whom  he  persecuted  to  death,  shall  comfort  hii 
dgection,  wjth  the  news  of  deliverance  and  triumph. 

Had  diis  great  work  been  wrought  witliout  premonition,  either 
chance,  or  Baal,  or  the  golden  calves  had  carried  away  the  thanks; 
beforehand  theref^e,  shall  Ahab  know,  both  the  author  and  the 
«eaBs  of  his  victory  ;  God  for  the  author,  the  two  hundred  thir^ 
twoTomg  men  of  the  princes  for  the  means. 

Weat  are  these  for  tne  vanguard,  and  seven  diousand  Israelites 
fc/r  the  main  battle,  against  the  troops  of  three  and  diirty  kings^ 
ind  as  aiany  centuries  of  Syrians  as  Israel  had  single  soldiers  ?  An 
eqoility  of  number  had  tajcon  away  the  wander  of  the  event ;  but 
aow^  tbe  God  of  Hosts  will  be  confessed  in  this  issuci  not  the 


lour  of  men.  How  indiffereht  it  is  with  thee,  >0  Loid,  ixtste^hy 
many,  or  by  few ;  to  destroy  many  or  fewl  A  world  is  no  mor9 
to  tbee,  than  a  man.  How  easy  is  it  for  thee,  to  enable  us  to  be 
more  than  CQnquerork,  over  principalities  and  powers ;  to  subduo 

Spiritual  wickednessttS'  to  flesh  and  Uood  t  Through  thee,  we  can 
o  great  things ;  yea^  we  can  do  all  thingp,  through  thee  thttk 
(^trengthenest  us.  Let  not  us  want  faith^  we  aie  suve  there  can  be  no 
want  til  thy  power  or  mercy .^ 

There  was  nothing  in  Benhadad^s  pariUoos,  but  drink,  and  sur«» 
feir^  and  jollity ;  as,  if  wine  shoidd  make  way  for  blood.  Se<mrity 
is  the  certain  usher  of  destruction.  We  never  have  so  nuich  causa 
to  fear,  as  when  we  fear  nothings 

This  handful  of  larael  dares  look  out,  upon  tha  pfopbet's  a«r 
surance,  to  the  vast  host  of  Benhadad. 

•  »It  is  enough  ibr  that  proud  pagan^  to  sit  still  and  command 
amongst  his  cupa.  To  defile  their  finssBrs  with  the  bipod  o[  so  £qw^ 
seemed  no  mastjery :  that  act  would  be  ingldyious^  on  the  part  of 
the  victors.  More  easily  might  they  bring  in  throe  b^ads'  of  dead 
enemies,  than  one  alive :  imperiously  eno\igh  therefore,  doth  tbi^ 
boaster,  out  of  his  chair  of  state  and  ease,  command,  Whether  thgf 
be  come  out  far  peace,  ia/te  them  alive ;  or  whether*  ihev  he  come 
4mi/or  war,  lake  them  alive.  There  needs  no  wore,  but,  TaJka 
4hem :  this  field  is  won  with  a  word.  Oh  jlihe  vain  and  ignorant 
presumptions  of  wretched  mien,  that  will  b^  seckonini;  without^ 
fgainst  their  Maker  I 

r  fvery  Ismelite  kilb Jiis  num.  Tlie^  Syrian^i  flee ;  and  cannot  ru9 
away  from  death.  Benhadad  and  his  kings  are  more  beholding  u^ 
their  horses,  than  to-  their  gods  or  themselves^  for  life  aud  safety  ; 
else  tbev  had  been  either  taken  or  slaia^  by  those  whom  they  con>» 
maadjsa  to  be  taken* 

How  easy  is  it  for  hina,  that  made  the  heart,  to  fill  it  with  terror 
and  consternation,  even  where  no  fear  is  I  Those,  whom  God  hath 
destined  tfx  slaughter,,  he  will  smite ',,  neither  needs  he  any  other 
csii^my  or  executioner,  than  what  he  finds  in  their  own  bosom.  We 
•re  not  the  masters  of  our  owncoqrage  or  fears:  both  ar&putint^ 
us,  by  that  over-ruling  power  that  created  us. 

Stay  now,  Oh  stay,  thou  great  king  of  Syria;  and  take  with 
ihee  those  forgotten  handfuls  of  die  dust  of  krael^  Thy  gods  wiU 
ido  so  to  thee,  and  more  also,  if  tliy  followers  return  without  their 
vowed  burden.  Learn .  now  of  the  d^pised  king  of  Israel,  frou^ 
Jienceforth  not  to  sound  the  triumph  before  ihe  battle  ;  not  to  boast 
liiyself,  in  the  girding  on  of  thy  harness,  as  in  the  putting  off.       » 

I  hear  not  oi  either  the  public  thanksgiving,  or  amendment  of 
Ahab.  Neither  danger  nor  victory  ^n  change  him  firoov  himself^ 
Benhadad  and  he,'  though  enemies,  agree  in  unrepentanca. :  th« 
^ne  is  no  more  moved  with  mercy,  than  the  other  with  judgment. 

Neither  is  God  any  changeling  in  his  proceedings  towards  botiK 
Hjs  judgment  shall  still  follow  the  Syrian ;  bis  mercy,  Israel :  mercy 
.both  ill' forewarning  and  ledelivermg  Abab^  judgmentj  in.omr' 
•tt«Q>ving  Qjsohftdad.  .« 
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*"  ThB  profdiet  of  God  tomes  again,  and  both  foretells  the  intend- 
ed rencoanter  of  the  S3nriany  ami  adviste  the. care  and  prepara* 
don  of  Isiae) ;  Go^  strengthen  tMyseifj  and  marky  and  see  what 
ikmi  doest ;  j^r ,  at  the  return  of  the  war^  the  king  ef  ^ia  witt 
€ome  up  agaimt  thee.  God  purposeth  the  ddiTerance  of  Israel ; 
jet  may  not  they  neglect  their  fortifications*  The  merciful  inten- 
tions of  God  towards  them  may  not  make  them  careless.  TIims  in«. 
dttstrj  and  courage  of  the  Israelites  fall  withiu  the  decree  of  their 
victory.  Security  is  the  bane  of  good  success. 

It  is  no  contemning  of  a  foiled  enemy.  The  shame  of  a  former  ' 
disgrace  and  miscarriage  whets  his  ralour^  and  sharpens  it  to  re;> 
venge.   No  power  is  so  dreadfu),  as  that  which  is  recollected  from  an 
OFerthrow. 

The  hostility  against  the  Israel  of  God  may  sleep,  but  will  hard«> 
ly  die.  If  the  Aramites  sit  still,  it  is  but  till  tliey  be  fully  ready  for 
an  assault :  time  will  shew,  that  their  cessation  was  omy  for  their' 
advantage.  Neither  is  it  otlierwise  with  our  spiritual  a^ersaries  ; 
sometimes  their  onsets  are  intermitted  :  they  tempt  not  always ; 
they  alwa3rs  hate  us:  their  forbearance  is  not  out  of  favour,  but 
attendaace  of  opportunity.  Happy  are  we,  if,  out  of  a  suspicion 
ef  their  silence,  we  can  as  busily  prepare  for  their  resistance,  as 
they  do  for  our  impu^nation. 

As  it  is  a  shame  to  be  beaten,  so  yet  the  shame  is  le^,  by  how 
much  the  Tiotor  is  gi^ater.  To  mitigato  the  grief  aifid  indignation 
pf  BenbadadVfbil^his  parasites  ascribe  it  to  gods,  not  to  men :  a 
human  power  couM  no  moi»  have  vanquished  him,  than  a  divine 
power  codid  by  him  be  resisted ;  Their  gods  are  gods  of  the  hills.- 

Ignoiaiit  Syrians,  that  name  gods,  and  confine  them;  varying 
thdr  deitioB,  according  to  situations  J  Thw  saw  that  Samaria^ 
whence  they  wove  repelled,  stood  upon  the  niU  of  Shemer :  thejp 
saw  the  temple  m(  Jerusalem  stood  upon  mount  Sion :  they  kneir 
it  usual  ufitn  th^  Israelites,  to  sacrifice  in  their  high  places  %  tMa4 
perhaps  they  had  heard  of  Elijah's  altar  upon  mount  Carmel :  nand 
now  they  sottishly  measure  the  effects  of  the  po\^'er^  by  the  pbce 
of  the  worship;;  as  if  He,  that  was  oiianipotent  on  the  hiU,  were  im- 
potent in  the  vi^ley. 

What  doltish  conceits,  doth  blind  paganism  feame  to  itself,  of  a  . 
godhead !  As  they  have  n^any  ^ds,  so  finite^  Every  region,  every 
UU,  every  d^e,  eveir  stream  hath  its  several  jgods ;  and  each  so 
knows  his  own  bomids,  that  he  dares  not  oBbr  to  encroach  upon 
the  other ;  or,  if  he  do^  buys  it  with  loss.  Who  would  think,  that 
^  gross  blockishness  should  find  harbour,  hi  a  masonable  soul  ?  A 
man  doth  not  aker  with  his  station.  He,  that  wrestled  strongly 
upon  thehill,  loseth  not  his  ft>rce  in  the  plain :  all  places  find  him 
anke  active,  alilue  vidorous ;  yet  these  barbarpus  Aramites  shame 
not,  to  imagine  that  of  God,  which  they  i^'ould  blush  ta  affirm  of 
tfaerr  own  champions;  Superstition  infatuates  the  heart,  out  (^ 
measure ;  neitlier  is  there  any  fancy  so  absurd  or  monstrous^ 
which  credulous  infidelity  is  npt  ready  to  entertain  with  apr 
plause. 
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'  Jn  hamhiffi  sMm,  doft  Ci«d  t»ke  it,  to  be  thus'  blMBly  lAlNiw 
valued  b J  rude  heathen !  This  very  mis-opinion  coaocmiiig  tbm 
God  of  Israel,  shajl  cost  the  Syrians  a  sbamefiil  and  pejrfeot  4e» 
atructioD.  They  may  call  a  council  of  var^  and  lay  their  head?  tov 
gether,  and  change  their  kiogs  into  p^ptpins.  and  their  hiUs  ia^ 
jvalleya^  but  they  shall  find  more  graves  in  the  plains,  dian  in  tbm 
mountains^  This  very  misprisioQ  of  Ood  shall  loake  Ahab,  th^ug^b 
h»  weiia  more  levKly  victorious,  A  hundred  thousand  Syrians  dbali 
fell  in  one  day,  by  those  few  hands  of  Jhtrafil ;  and  ft  clead  waft  io 
Aphd(,  to  whose  shelter  they  fled»  shall  revenge  God,  upon  the 
«rest  that  iremained.  Tlie  stones  in  the  irall  sh^ll  rather  turn  exeots* 

laooers^  than  a  bkuphemous  Aramite  shall  esoape  unrev^gedt  Sq 
much  doth  t^e  jealous  God  hate  to  be  robbed  of  his  glory,  even  bv 
ignorant  {Pagans,  iffaose  tanffues  mieht  seeiyrnd  s)ancter  \ 

Tfa^  proud  head  of  Beimadad,  that  spoke  such  big  wordsiftf  the 
dust  of  Israel,  and  swore  by  bis  eods,  tbait  he  w^^ld  kill  and  cm-* 
quer,  ip^  now  glad  to  hide  itself  in  ^  blind  hole  of  Aphek ;  and 
now,  instead  of  questioning  the  power  of  the  God  of  Isnad,  is 

!]ad  to  hear  of  the  mercy  of  the  kings  of  Israel ;  B^hold^  imp^wp 
me  heard  that  the  kings  of  the  hameof  Israel  ar^  vierc^kvigs: 
fet  us^  I  prat/  thee^  put  sackdoth  on  our  bm$Sf  and  ropes  an  op/r 
heads y  and  go.  opu  to  the  king  of  /srael :  f^adveni^c  hp  V^iH 


Then 


'here  ean  b^  no  more  pamrerful  ,attra0iye  of  hnmb)e  tubmia^ 
sion,  than  the  intimation  and  conceit  of  mercy.  W&  do,  at  ogacci 
fear  and  hate  the  inexoral^.  This  is  it,  O  Lord*  th^t  allure  iw 
todivfhrone  of  grace,  the  knowlesdgeof  thegnce  of  that  tbro»| 
Witn  thee  is  mercy,  and  plenteous  redemption*  Thy  hand  is 
^pen  More  our  mouths ;  hemre  our  heqa-ts^  u  we  did  not  see  theo~ 
male  upon  suitors,  we  durst  not  press  to  thy  footstooL  Behalf 
now,  we  know  that  the  Kin^  of  Heaven,  'the  God  of  Israel,  ia  n 
merdlul  God  :  let  us  put  sackcloth  upon  our  loins,  and  sive^  a^heii 
upon  our  h^ds,  and  go  meet  the  Lora  God  of  fc^l,  that  he  may 
aave  our  souls. 

g  1 

How  ^eU  doth  this  habit  bepoine  insolent  an^  blasphemous  Ben«y 
hadad  and  his  followers,  a  rope  and  sackcloth !  Atof^^  for  a  crown  | 
aackclotb,  for  a  robe. 

Neither  is  there  less  change  in  the  tongue ;  Thjf  servant  Ben^ 
hadad  saithy  I  pray  thee  let  me  live.  Even  now  the  king  of  Israel 
said  to  Benfaadad,  Jlfv  tord^  O  king ^  I  fm  ikirie:  tell  m^  lord  tha 
king^ail  that  thou  didst  sfnd  fir  io  thy  servant^  /•will  dk,  Nowr 
Benhadad  seni^'  ^o  the  kintr  of  Israel,  Tnif  servant  Benhadad  saith^ 
J  pray  thee^  let  vie  live.  He^  tiiat  was  efe  wkife  a  lord  and  king, 
is  now  a  servant ;  and  he,  that  was  a  serHnt  to  the  king  of  Syria, 
is  now  )iis  lord  :  he,  that  woufd  blow  away  i^  Israe)  ifi  chist,  isnoif 
rlad  to  beg  for  his  own  life,  at  the  door  of  a  despised  enemy.  Nq 
courage  isso  naughty  ^  which  the  God  of ^Bosts  cannot  easily  bring 
^nder.  What  are  men  or  devils,  in  those  Almighty  hands  ?  i 

'    The  greater  the.  dejection*  was,  the.  stronger  was  the  miotive  o§ 
f  o^^niseration.  That  ludtcr  ple^uled  for  lite  \  and  that  ple^i  bt^t  lo^ 


,  I  •  ^ 

ft-Bffer,  sIfaYed'tke  DOVpdJB  for  faroaf.    How  readily  dfd'Ahab  see  in 
Benhadad's  sudden  miseiy,  tbe  image  of  the  instkbin^  of  all  htimaiv 
thrfkgB !  and  relent*  at  tfiie  vicW  of  so  deep  and  passionatie  a  sub** 
mission* 

Had  not  Benhadad  said.  Thy  servant ^  Ahab  had  never  said,  Mjf' 
iraiier.  Seldom  ever  was  there  Ios»  in  humility.  Ho\r  *  much  Ic^^ 
cao  we  fear  dispaingement,  in  tbe  annihilating  of  ourselves,  before* 
tkat  Infirate  Majesty ! 

Tbe  drowmng  man  (snatches  at  every  tvrig.  It  is  no  xK^rvel,  if  the 
messengers  of  Benhadad  caught  hastily  at  that  last  of  grace,  and 
hcdd  it  fast.  Thy  brother  Benhadad. 

Favours  are  wont  to  draw  on  each  other:  kindnesses  breed  on 
themselves ;  neither  need  we  any  other  persuasion  to  beneficence^ ' 
tban  from  onr  own  acts.    Ahab  calk  fof  the  king  of  Syria ;  setsbim 
in  ks  own  chariot ;  treats  with  him  of  an  easy,  yet  firm^  league ; 
giw  htm  both  his  Hfe  and  his  kingdom. 

-  Neidier  is  the  crown  of  Syria  sooner  lost,  than  recovered.' 
Only,  he,  that  came  a  free  prince,  returns  tributary :  only,  bis 
tfain  b  oKppcd  too  short  for  his  wings;  a  hundred  and  twenty  ..seven ' 
teusand  Syrians  are  abated  of  his  guard,  homeward. 

'  Kasphemy  hath  escaped  too  welt.     Ahab  hath,  at  once,  peace' 
with  Benhadad,  war  with  God.     God  proclaims  it  by  his  herald^ 
one  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  ;  not  yet  in  his  own  form,  but  dis-* 
guised,  both  in  fashion  and  complaint. 

It  was  a  strange  suit  of  a  prophet,  Smite  me,  /  pray^  ^^^< 
llany  a  prophet  was  smitten,  and  would  not ;  never  any  but  tlu9^ 
wished  to  I>e  smitten.  The  rest  of  his  fellows  were  gjiad  to  say,. 
iaoe  me ;  this  only  says,  Stnitc  v\e. 

His  honest  neighbour,  oat  of  love  and  reverence,  forbears  to. 
strike,'  *'  There  are  too  many,^'  thinks  be.  '^  that  smite  the  proV 
phetSj  though  I  refrain.  Wliat  wrong  hast  thou  done,  that  I  shouldf 
i^pay  with  blows  ?  Hadst  thou  sued  for  a  favour,  I  could  noc 
have  dbnied  thee :  now  thou  suest  for  tby  hurt,  the  denial  is  a^ 
&voar,^  Thus  he  thoi^ht,  but  charity  cannot  excuse  disohedi*^ 
eoce.  Had  the  man  of  God  called  for  GIqws  upon  his  own  head^^ 
the  refusal  bad  been  just  and  thankworthy  ;  but  ngw  that  he  says^ 
In  the  word  of  the  Lordy  smite  me,  this  kindness^  is  deadly  :  be-^ 
cause  thou  hast  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  behold  as  soon  as 
thou^  art  departed  fratn  me  a  lion  shall  slay  thee.  It  is  not  for  ua 
to  examine  the  charges  of  the  Almighty,  "Be  they  never  so  harsh 
or  improbable,  if  they  be  once  known  for  his,  there  is  no  way  but 
obedience  or  death,  Not  to  smite  a  propbqt,.  when  God  commands^ 
i^no  less  sin,  than  tp  smite  a  prophet,  when  God  forbids.  It -is  the 
(iivine  prcfiept  or  prohibition,  tW  either  makes  or  aggravates  an. 

And  if  the  Israelite  be  thus  revenged,  that  smote  not  a  prophet^ 
what  sljall  become  of  Ahab,  that  smote  nojt  Benhadad? 

Every  man  is  not  thus  indulgent.  An  easy  recjucst  will  gaio. 
blows  to  a  propliet|  from  tb<>  next  hand  >  yea,  and  %  wound  in 
smitim^* 


I  know  not  whethev  it  nfere  a  tiarder  task^  for  the  (Mrophet  to 
quire  a  wound,  than  for  a  woU-tneaning  Israelite  to  give  it.    Both 
inust  be  done.    The  prpphet  hath  wbt^t  be  wpyl^,  wh^  he  musfe  < 
willy  a  sight  of  his  o\yn  l^lood  ;  and  now,  disguised  herewith,  aiK|  . 
with  ashes  upon  his  face,  he  waylnys  the  king  of  Issael,  and  sadl^ 
complains  of  himself  in  a  real  parable,  for  disfnissing  a«Syrian  pri^ 
$j>ner  delivered  to  his  hands,  upqn  no  |ess  charge  than  his  life ;  and 
soon  receives  sentence  of  death,  ironi  his  own  mou^th.    Well  wa^ 
that  wound  bestowed,  that  struck  Ahab^s  soul,  through  the  flesh  of 
the  prpphet.     The  4isguise  is  removed..   The  king  sees  not  a  soi-r 
dier,  but  a  se^r ;  and  now  finds,  th^t  he  hath  unawares  passed  sen-* 
tifnce  upon  himself.     There  needs  no  other  doom,. than  from  the 
lips  of  the  offender ;  Thus  saith  the  Lardy  Because  thou  hast  let  ga 
cut  of  thy  hand  a  7nan  v>hxym  J  appointed  ,io  v4ter  destruction^  • 
therefore  thy  life  shall  go  /or  his  lije^  and  thy  people  for  his  peo^, 
pie.    Had  not  Ahab  known  the  will  of  God  concerning  Benbadad, 
,  that  had  been  mercy  to  an  enemy,  which  was  now  cruelty  to  himr 
self,  to  Israel.    His  ears  had^  heard  of  the  blasphemies  of,  that 
wicked  tongue.     His  eyes  hacl  seen  God  go  before,  himi  in  the 
example  of  that  revenge.    No  prince  can  strike  so  deep  intolii^' 
state,  as  in  not  striking.    In  p^fv^^te  favour^  .there  mav  be  public 
unmercifulness.  1  £iM4  ^r-r.     . 

AHAB  AND  NABOTH. 

Naboth  had  a  fair  vinevard.  It  had  been  better  for  him,  to  have  bi^ 
none :  his  vineyard yiefded  h|m  the  bitter  grapes  of  death.    Many 
abne  hath  been  sold  to  death,  by  his  lahd^  and  goods :  wealth  hatn 
been  a  snare,  as  to  the  soul,  so  to  the  life.    Why  do  ^e  call  those' 
^oods,  which  are,  many  times,  the  bane  of  the  owner  ? 
^  '  Naboth^s  vineyard  lay  n^r  to  the  court  of  Jezebel :  it  had' been' 
better  for  him,  it  hkd  been  planted  in  the  wilderness.     Doubtless, 
this  vicinity  made  it  more  commodious  to  the  possessor;  but  morq 
envious  and  unsafe.  '  It  was  now  the  perpetual  object  of  an  evi| 
€ye ;  and  stirred  ^h'ose  d^ires,  ^hich  could  neither  be  well  denied 
nor  satisfied.     Emiriency  is  stilljoined  with  peril ;  obscurity,  with 
peace.     There  can  be  tio  worse  annoyance  to  an  inheritance,  tliaq 
the  greatness  of  an  evil  neighbourhood.     Naboth*s  vines  stood  toq, 
Aear  the  smoke  of  Jezebel's  chimnie^;  too  much  \^ithin  the  pro- 
spect of  Ahab's  window. 

Now  lately  had  the  king  of  Israej  been  twipe  victorious  over  the 
•  Syrians.  No  sooner  is  he  Returned  hbpie,  than  he  ii  ()vef  come  with 
evil  desires.  The  foil  he  gave  was  not  worse  than' that  he  took. 
There  is  more  true  gloty  in  the  conquest  of  our  lusts,  than  in  al} 
fhe  bloody  trophies.  In  vain  shalj  Ah^b  boast  of  subduing  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  while  he  is  subdue<|  by  a  domestic  e?iemy  withinhis* 
pwti  breast.  / 

Opportunity  and  convenience  are  guilty  of  many  a  theft.     Had 
iiot  tnis  gr6und  lain  so  fair,  AHab  hadnot  been  tempted. 

His  e3^e  tets  in  this-  evil  guest  into  the  soul,  miich  now  dar^ 


AH4B  AKD  KA^OTH.  S 

lyme  fSfltth  at  llhe  mouth.  Give  me  thy  vineyard^  that  I  may  have 
i^fir  A  garden  of  herhs^  because  it  is  near  to  my  hotisif ;  and  I 
wM  give  tkee  ^  better  vineyard  for  it^  (^i^^^tf  it  seem  good  to  thecy 
Iwul  give  thee  the  worth  of  it  in  money. 

:  Yet  had  Ahab  so  rnuob  civility  and' justice,  that  he  would  not 
yrmg  Naboth'spatrimooy  out  of  his  hand  by  force,  but  requires  it 
upcHi  a  fair  composition,  whether  of  price  t>r  of  exchange,  His 
poFernm^it  was  vipious ;  not  tyrannical,  Propriety  of  goods  nns 
mriolably  maintained  by  him.  No  less  was.  Naboth  allowed  to 
claim  a  rigl^  in  his  yineyard,  than  Ah^  in  his  palace^  This  we 
owe  to  lawful  sovereignty,  to  caU  ought  our  own ;  and  well  worthy 
i^  this  privilege,  to  be  repaid  with  all  humble  and  loyal  respects^ 

The  motion  of  Ahab,  Iiad  it  been  to  any  other  than  an  Jsraelitep 
had  been  as  just,  equal,  reasonable,  as  the  repulse  had  been  rude, 
churlish,  inhuman^  It  is  fit,  that  princes  should  receive  due  aa- 
tis&ction,  in  the  just  demands,  not  only  of  their  necessities,  but 
convenience  and  pleasure.  Well  may  they  challenge  tliis  retribu* 
tion,  to  the  benefit  of  our  common  peace  and  protection.  If  there 
be  any  sweetness  in  our  vineyards,  any  strength  in  our  fields,  wq 
any  thank  their  sceptfies.  Justly  may  tliey  expect  from  us  the 
commodity,  the  delight  of  their  habitation  ;  and  if  we  gladly  yield: 
not  to  theu:  full  elbo^-room,  both  of  sight  and  provision,  we  can 
Ve  do  other  than  i^ngrateful.  Yet  dares  not  Naboth  give  any  other 
answer  to  so  plausible  a  motion,  than.  The  Lord  forbid  it  me^ 
that  I  should  give  thee  tfw  inheritance  of  my  fathers.  The,  ho« 
oest  Israelite  saw  violence  in  this  ingenuity.  I'here  ai'o  no  stronger 
commands^  t^an.  the  seqiieats  of  the  great.  It  is  well,  that  Ahab 
will  nof:  forest  away  this  patrimony  -  it  is  not  well  that  he  desired  it. 
The  land  was  not  so.  much  stooci  upon,  as  the  law.  One  earth 
might  be  as  good  as  anothe^r ;  and  money  equivalent  to  either.  The 
Lord  had  forbidden  to  alien  their  inheritance :  Naboth  did  not  fczi^- 
loss,  but  sin.  What  Nf^botb  pught  Qot  lawfully  do,  Ahab  might- 
act  lawfully  require^         » 

It  pleased  God,  to  be  very  punctual  and  cautelous^  both  in  the 
distinction  and  preservation  oi  the  entiren^ss  of  these  Jewish  inherit 
taaces.  Nothing  but  extreme  necessity  pdight  warrant  a  saleol 
land ;  and  that,  but  for  a  time ;  if  not  sooner,  yet  at  the  jiibilee,  it 
must  revert  to  the  first  owner.  It  was  not  without  a  f^oiiifortablQ 
signification,  that,  whosoeveir  had  oqce  his  part  in  the  Land  of 
Iromise,  cou|d  never  lose  it* 

Certainly,  Ahab  could  not  but  know  this  divine  restriction,  yete 
doubts  not  to  say.  Give  me  thy  vineyard^   The  unconscionable  will 
l^now  no  other  )aw9  but  their  profit^  their  pleasure.     A  lawless 
greatness  hates  all  limitations,'  and  abides  npt,  to  h^ar  men  should 
seed  any  other  ^arrant  but  will. 

Naboth  daises  npt  \^e  thus  tractable.  How  gladly  M'quid  he  be 
quit  of  his  inlieritance,  if  God  wpuld  acquit  him  from  the  sin!  Not 
out  of  wilfulness,  but  obedience,  doth  this  faithful  I«>raelite  hold 
pfT,  from  this  demand  of  his  sovereign;  npt  daring. to  please  an 
Ka|thly  king,  with .  ofibn^liDg  thf  h^venJy*     Whep  princes  com-s 
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nand  lawful  things,  God  comoKiivds  by  tibcm ;  Whem  unlMfMv 
Ae^  command  against  God,  Passive  obedience  we  mnsf  {^ire  ; 
octave,  we  may  not.  W«  follow  them  as  subordinate;  not  as  oppo:« 
she,  to  the  Highest. 

Who  eannot  but  see  and  pity  the  straits  of  benek  N^botfi  ? 
Ahab  vaqutms  M^at  God  forbids*    H0  miist  ftill  os«,  either  wkh- 
kis  God  or  his  king.    Conscience  carrieer  hint'  again^  f^cAs^y';  i^nd 
lie  lesohred  not  to  sm,  that  be  mightr  be  gnlcious.    For  a'  wotM,  be 
may  not  give  his  vineya^fd* 

Those,  who  are  themselves  gedles&y  iMnk  the  holy  careef  others* 
Intt  idly  scriipuiouB.  Tlie  king  of  Isi^el  could  not ehoidsebiit'  see, 
tiiat  only  Goci's  prohibition  lay  in  the  wvf  of  his^  designs ;  not  the* 
alonmch  of  a  frm^rd  subfect:  yet  he  goes  away  into  bisF  hooae;. 
lieavy  and  displeased :  and  casl&  himself  down  upon  hi»  bed>  turns' 
nway  his  face,  and  refuses  his  meat.  He  hath  taken  a  stirfeitof 
Meboth's  grapes,  which, mars  his  appetite  and  threats  his  ]ife» 

How  ill  can  great  hearts  endure  to  be  erossed,  though'  upon  the* 
ffost  reasonable  and  just  grounds!  Ahab^s  place  caikS  hinr  ttrthe* 
gttardianship  of  Grod*s  law ;  and  now,  bis  heart  is^  reedy  to  break, 
tiiat  this  parcel  of  that  law  n^y"  not  be  broken.  No  marvrf,  if  h& 
nude  not  dainty  to  transgress  a  local  statute  of  God^^who  did  sor 
abamefuUy  violate  the  eternal  law  of  both  tables, 

I  know  not,  whether  the  spleen  or  the  gait  of  Ahab  be  more  a& 
feeted»  Whether  more  of  4nger  or  grief,  I  cannot  s^y ;  but  siek 
k  is,  and  keeps  hi?  bed,  and  halks  ms  nieat,  as  if  be  snould  die  of 
no  other  deatfii  than  the  salads  that  he  would  have  had,  Ob,  the^ 
inpotent  passion  and  insatiable  desires  of  covetoumess !  Ahab  ir 
lord  and  Mng  of  all  l^e  territories  of  Isnael ;  Naboth  ia-die  ownerof 
one  poor  vin^ard ;  Ahab  cannot  enjoy  Israel,  if  Ni^b<tt:li  enjoy  bia 
vineyard.  Besides  Samaria,  Ahab  was  the  great  Lord  Ptoimoant 
ot  Damascus  and  all  Syria,  the  vi^tp^r  of  him  tfiat  was  attendied  witH 
INTO  and  thirty  kings ;  Naboth  waa  a  plain-  townsihair  of  Je2i«el9 
the  good  husband  of  s^  }ittle  vineyard  i  Whether  ift  the  wealthier  ¥ 
I  do  not  hear  Naboth  wish  for  any  thing  of  AhabV;  I  hexr  Atnl^ 
wi^hin^,  not  without  indignation  of  a  repulse,  fo^  somewhat  from' 
Kaboth,  Riclles  and  poverty  are  no  more  in  the  heart,  than  in  the' 
Jkand.  He  is  wealthy,  tiiat  is  contented  ;  he  is  poo|f,  that  wantethf 
inore.  O  rich  Naboth,  fhat  care^t  not  for  all  the  lai^ge  possessionar 
tff  Ahab  ;  so  thou  mayest  be  the-  L(^td  of  thine  own  vinejrardt 
O  miserable  Ahab,  that  cs^rest  not  for  thine  own'  possessions,  whikt 
Ihou.  mayest  not  be  tlie  |^rd  of  Naboth's  vineyard ! 

He,  tnat  caused  the  disease,  sends  him  a  phj'vioian.  8atan  Vnevf 
0f  old,  how  to  make  use  of  sqch  helpers.  Jezebel  comes  toAbabV 
Wd-4ide, and' casts  cokt  water  in  his  &ce,  and mitsinto  hini  ^iritM 
of  her  own  extracting:  Dost  i/um  ncm  govern  the  khigdvfn  of 
[fsraelf  Arise ^  eat  bread j  arid  let  thine  heart  Af  mefiy;  I  Wiil 
gfve  thee  the  vutexfard  of  Naboth.  Ahab  wanted  neither  wit  nor 
wickedness ;  yet  is  he,  in  both,  a  very  novice  to  this  Zidonian 
flame.  There  needs  no  other  devil,  than  Jezebel;  whether  to 
project  evily.or  to  work.it^    She  oluck^s^  the  pusiUanimity  of  hc^ 


lirjccliBd  hmlMiid ;  and  wtsxmi^  him  hia  nila  catmobbe  fres,  mu 
lesB  it  lie  Kceiitiou* ;  imt  there  ^ould  be  no  bounds  for  aote^ 
le^^o^y  but  will, 

Alsead J  h^h  ^e  contrivied  to  have  by  {rand  and  fmrce,  what  waa 
denic4  ^o  eptreaty.  Nothing  needs  but  the  naiQe,  but  t!he  teal  of 
Abab :  let  faef  ajkme  urith  the  rest.  How  present  are  the  wits  of  the 
veaker  aex,  for  the.  devising  of  wickedoeas !  She  {ranies.flL.  letter,  in 
Ahab*s  name,  to  the  senators  of  Jezreel,  wherein  she  reouires  theoi 
to  proclaim  a  fast,  to  suborn  two  felse  witnesses  against  Nabotb,  to 
^sharge  kimwitfa  Uasphemy  against  God* and<  t&.  bing,  to  stqott 
]ian  to  death.    A  veaqy  payment  for  a  rich  vineyard  1 

Whose  indignation  riseth  nbt,  to  hear  Jezebel  name  a  ttatt 
Tbe  great  eontemnersof  the  most  imp<»tant  laws  of  God,  yet  caa 
be  content  to  make  use  of  some  divine,  both  statutes,  and  cmtaamg 
for  their  own  advantage,    She  knew  the  Israelites,  had  so  much  re. 
ifMJndffy  ^  gffao9>  aato  lipid  hia3pbemy  worthy  of  deodi ;  she  kna# 
their  maaner  was,  to  ei(piate  those  prying  sins,  with  |uMic  humi. 
liation ;  she  knew  that  two  witnesses  at  least  nuiat  east  the  0& 
fender :  all  these  she  urges  to  her  own  purpose^    These  is  no  mia« 
^lief  ao  devilish,  as  that  which  is  ploked  with  piety,    2&nulattM 
of  halinesi^  doableth  a  vilkuny .    This  murder  had  not  been  half  so 
foul,  if  it  had  not  beeq  thus  masked/ with  a  religious  observation, 
.    Beside  devotion,  what  a-  fisur  pi^tende  of  legality  is  beret 
Bhsphenay  a^nst  God  andlusaaomted  may  not  pass  unxeveng^ 
The  afiendee  is  convened  before  the  sad  and  aei^ere  benchcxf  ma^ 
giatracyf    The  justice  of  Israel  allows  not  to  copdemn  an  absent^ 
an  milliard  malefactor.    Witnesses'  oome  forth,  and  agree  itt  tha 
jptentation  ef-  the  enme^     The  judges*  vend  their  garments^  and 
strike  their  bveasts  as  grieved,  not  more  for  the  sin,  than*  the  pu<* 
mabaife^    Their  very  countenance  nmnt  say,  ^  Naboth  should 
lM)t  die,  if  his  ofience  did  not  force  our  justice ;"  and  now^  he  i# 
an  good  snlqept,  no  true  Israelite,  diat  hath  not  a  stone  for  Naboth* 
Jeaebal  knew  well  tp  whom  she  wrote,    Had  not  those  iettcsitf 
^Ueo  upon  the  times  of  a  woeful  degeqeratioo  of  Israel,  they  had 
reoeiv^no  less  strong  denials  from  the  elders,  than  Abab  had  ftx^m* 
itsb<Qtb ;  *^  God  foibidf  that  the  senate  of  Jk^reel  should  ibrge  a 
perjiu^,  beliertruah,  condema  innooency ,  Y^tock  corruption;  Cotn*^ 
maod  junt :thingSt  we  are  ready  to  die  in  the  ^cal  of  our  «4>edience  i 
we  fwe  notf  eml^riie  our  hands,  in  the  blood'of  an  innocent^*    Bnir 
iha  knew  whoei  she  had  engi^ed)  whom  aha  hp4  marred,  by 
makjQg'COBaciQus^  * 

It  w^a  fUHMQge,  if  they,  who  oan  coonfceBanoe  evil  with  treats 
ness,  should  want  factors  for  the  unjustest  designs.  MtseraDte  i^ 
that  peo|^  whose,  rulers,  instead  of  punishing,  plot,  arid  enceUr 
fage  wioK^dni^ss^  When  a  distillation  of  evils  ftUs  from  the  heiid* 
upon  the  lungs  qf  any  state,  there  must  needs  foUow  a  deadly  can^r 
sumption.      ^  . 

Yet,  perhaps,  there  wanted  not  some  colour  of  pretence,  for  thii 
preoeeaiug.  They  couU  not  but  beary  that  some  words  had  passed' 
|i^;^nji(t.tte  kio^>  ud  Naboth^;  '  Hapl^  it  war  suggested,  tha<;  Na^^ 
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both  had  sectietly  overlashed  into  saHcy  and  contemptuous  terms  td 
his  sovereign  ;  suoh  as  neither  might  be  well  borne,  nor  yet,  by 
reason  of  their  privacy,  legally  convinced.  The  bench  of  Jezredl 
•hould  but  supply  a  form,  to  die  just  matter  and  desert  of  comiom- 
nation.  What  .wias  it  for  them,  to  give  their  hand  to  this  obsctire 
midwifery  of  justice  ?  It  is  enough,  that  their  king  is  an  accuser 
and  vitttess  of  that  wrong,  which  only  their  sentence  can  formally 
revenge. 

All  this  cannot  wash  their  hands,  from  the  guth  of  blood.  If 
justiee  be  blind,  itf  respect  of  partiality ^  she  ma^^  not  be  bliod,  iil 
'respect  of  the  ^unds  of  execution.  Had  Naboth  been  a  bias** 
l^hedier  or  a  traitor,  yet  these  men  wciie  no  better  than  murderers. 
What  diiferenciB  is  there,  betwixt  the  stroke  ^  magistracy  ^nd  of 
^aanslaaghter,  but  due  conviction  ? 

Wickedness  never  spake  out  of  a  throne,  and  comphiBed  of  the 
defect  of  instrumeats,  Naboth  was,  it  seem$,  strictly  conscUmable ; 
his  fellow  citizens,  loose  and  lawless.  They  are  glad  to  have  gotten 
such  aa  opportuuity  of  his  dispatch.  No  clause  «f  Ahab's  letter  is 
not  obeerved.  A  fast  is  warned ;  th«  ^i4y  is  assembled ;  Naboth  is 
l^oavented,  accused,  confronted,  semtenced,  stoned:  bis  vineyard  is 
escJieated  to  the  crown;  Ahab  takes  «peedv  and  quiet  possession. 

How  still  doth  God  sit  in  heaven^  and  look  upon  the  compl6ts  of 
treachery  and  viiiaiaies,  as  if  they  didnot  concern  him  !  The  suc- 
cess so  answers  their  desires,  as  it  both  heaven  and  earth  were  their 
iriends.  It  is  the  pi^ue,  which  seems  the  felicity,  of  sinners,  to 
$peed  well  in  their  le^d  enterprises.  No  reckoning  is  brought  in 
the  midst  of  die  meal:  the  eao  pays  for  all. 

While  Ahab  is  rejofeiisg  in  fai^  new  garden-plot,  andp^reniising 
biwstlf  oontcntmeot  in  diis  commodiotts  enlargement,  in  comes 
Elijah ;  sent  from  God,  with  an  (Nmnd  of  ven^nce.  Methinks,  I 
(ee  how  the  king's  countenance  changed ;  with  what  aghast  eyes 
and  pale  cheeks,  he  looked  upon  that  unwelcome  ppophet.  Little 
pleasure  took  he  in  his  prospect,  while  it  was  clogged  witii  such  a 
|i;uest ;  yet  h|s  tongue  begins  first^  Hast  thoa  Jbund  mr^  O  mine 

Gf«al:  is  the  power  of  ix^nscience.  Upon  the  last  meeting,  fer 
Cfiffbt  >ve  know,  Ahab  and  Elijah  parted  friends :  the  prophet 
had  lackeyed  his  <xiach,  and  took  a  peaceable  leave  at  this  town^s 
wd :  now  Ahab'a  h6aKt  told  him^  neitbjer  needed  any  other  mesr 
^^gfsc^  that  God  and  hi«  prophet  were  fallen  put  with'  Imih.  His 
continuing  idolatry,  now  ponded  with  blood,  bids  him  look  for 
opthing  but  frowQs  from  heaven.'   A  guihy  heart  ciin  never  be  at 

Eace,  Had  not  Ahab  knewn  how  ill  he  liad  deserved  of  God,  h^ 
i  never  aalutetl  liis  prophet  by  the  n;ame  oi,  an  enemy.  Hd 
bad  never  been  tronbiea  to  be  foOfid  by  iBlijah,  if  bis  own  breast 
bad  not  iband  him  out  for  an  enemy  to  God! 

Much  good  may  thy  vineyard  do  thee,  O  thou  king  of  Israel, 
Many  fair  ilQwers'  and  savoury  heibs  may  thy  new  garden  yfel4 
t^bee.  P)ease  thyself  with  thy  Jezebel,  in  the  triumph  over  the 
ii;^ca^  ff^  {iiprupuloiis  subject.    Let  me  i^dier  4ie  wkb  Nfbotb^ 
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Ato  rejoice  wilb  th<^ !  His  turn  is  orer ;  thinei  i^  to  come.  The 
stones,  that  overwheloied  inDocent  Naboth,  were  nothing  to  thoser 
that  smite  thee  y  Ifasf  thpu  killed j  and  also  taken  possession  ?  Thu9 
stutk  the  L0rd^  Jn  the  place  where  dogs  linked  the  blood  of  Nab^h^ 
shall  dogs  lick  thjf  blood,  even  thine. 

What  meanest  thou^  O  Elijah^  to  chai^  tfus  OMinler  uponf 
Ahab  ?  He  kept  his  chan»ber ;  Jeeebel  wrote* ;  the  elders  oon^* 
demned;  the  people  stoned :  yet  thou  sayest,  Nasi  thou  killed  f 
W^M  did  Ahab  know,  that  Jezebel  could  not  give  this  vineyard, 
with  dry  hands ;  yet  was  be  content,  to  wink  at  what  she  should 
do.  He  but  sits  still,  while  Jezebel  works ;  only,  bis  signet  is  su£« 
fered  to  walk,  for  the  sealing  of  this  unknown  potcfaase*  Tlkose^ 
tbat  are  trusted  with  authority,  may  offeivd  no  less  in  coofuvauof 
or  neglect,  than  others  ia  act,  ia  participati<Hi.  Not  only  ooai«> 
mand,  consent^  oountenance,  but  very  permission  feoi&  public 
peisons  in  those  sins,  which  they  miglit  and  will  not  prevent. 

God  loves  to  punish  by  retaliatioti.  Naboth  and  Aliab  shall  both 
bleed :  Naboth,  by  tite  stones  of  the  Jezreelites ;  Ahab,  by  the 
shafu  of  the  Aiamites ;  the  dogs  sliall  taste  of  ttie  blood  of  botbw 
\^^hat  Ahab  hath  done  in  cruelty,  he  shall  suffer  injustice*  The 
case  and  the  end  make  the  difference ;  haf^y  on  Naboth'ssidcp  oa 
Ahab^s  woeful :  Naboth  bleeds  as  anvaityr ;  Ahab,  as  a  murderei',, 
Whatever  is  Ahab^scondition,^^ Naboth  changes  a  vineyard  on  eardi'^ 
for  a  kinjD^doni  in  heaven.    Never  any  wicked  man  gained,  bv  the 

{lersecution  of  an  innocent ;  never  any  innocent  man  was  a  loser^ 
y  sui&ring  from  the  wicked,  '' 

Neither  was  this  judgmeixt  personal,  bu;t  hereditary ;  /  wHl  take 
may  tlijf  posieritjf ;  tmd  wiu  make  thine  house  lilce  the  house  of 
Jeroboam.  Ilim,  that  dieth  ^  Ahab  m  ihe  city,  the  dogs  shail 
eat ;  and  hiniy  that  dieth  in  thefieUli  shall  the  fowls  of  the  avt  eat, 
Ahab  shall  not  need  to  take  thought,  for  the  traducing  of  this  ilL- 
gotten  inheritance :  God  iiath  taken  order  for  his  heirs  ;  whom  his 
sin  hath  made  no  less  the  heirs  of  his  curse,  than  of  his  body.  Their 
father's  cruelty  to  Naboth  liath  made  them,  t(^ether  with  their 
mother  Jezebel,  dogs'-meat*  The  revenge  of  God  doth,  at  last^ 
make  amends  for  the  delay.  Whetlier  now  is  Naboth's  vineyard 
paid  for  ?  The  man,  that  had  sold  hiviselftowork  wickedness,  yet 
rues  the  bareain^ 

I  do  not  hear  Ahab,  as  bad  as  he  was,  revile  or  threaten  the 
prophet;  but  he  rends  his  clotlius,  and  wears  and  lies  in  sackcJeth, 
and  fasts,  and  walks  softly.  Who,  tliat  had  seen  Ahab,  would  not 
have  deemed  him  a  true  penitent  ?  All  this  was  tiie  visor  of  spr* 
row,  not  the  face  ;  or  if  the  face,  not  tJie  heart ;  or  if  the  sorrow,  of 
die  lieart,  yet  not  the  repentance;  a  soriDW  for  the  judgment,  not 
a  repentance  for  tht;  sin.  Tlic  very  devils  howl  to  "be  tormented* 
Grief  is  not  ever  a  sign  of  grace,  Ahab  rends  his  clothes;  he  did 
not  rend  his  heart :  he  put&  on  sackcloth,  not  amendment :  bd  lies 
in  sackcloth,  but  he  lies  in  his  idolatry :  he  walks  softly ;  he  walks 
not  sincerely.  tVorldljf  sorrow  causeth  deaths  Happy  ia  that  g^ief^ 
for  which  the  soul  is  ihie  holier* 
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Tet  i*tiat  is  this  I  «ee  ?  This  i^«y  shadlofir  of  repenUn^e  tWtA^ 
•mf  incarcy*  U  is  na  «niaii  merely  ^  to  d^sr  an  evil*  Eve»  Afaal^^ 
humiliation  shalt  pm>#ogfie  the  judgtnent/  Sudh  as  the  i^enitence 
iv^as^  Buch  shall  be  the  tewufd ;  a  tempdrary  t^eward  of  a  tefaiKnary 
penitence.  As  Ahab  niight  be  thus  sorrowful,  and  never  the  better  | 
m>  he  may  be  thus  fe^dufed,  iind  never  the  happief #  O  God,  how 
gracioagly  art  thou  ready,  to  ifewafd  a  sound  and  holy  repentmoe j 
wfaci  ait  thus  indulgent  to  a  carnal  and  servile  dejection  ! 

'  1  J[ingg  tsi. 

ft 

]     AHAB  ANO  MICAIAH ;  OR,  THE  DEATH  OF  AttAB. 

Who  mMild  have  looked,  to  have  heard  any  mc^  of  the  lihii^  of  ihi 
fiymns  with  Israel ,  after  so  great  a  slaughter,  after  sb  fifm  a  league  i 
ft  teague,  not  of  peace^  only ,  but  of  brotherhood  ?  The  hdters,  the 
sackcloth,  of  Benhadad^s  followers,  were  worn  out,  as  of  use^  sd  of 
tttemorr ;  and  now  they  are  changed  for  itt>n  and  steel. 
'    It  is  but  three  years,'that  this  peace  bsts ;  and  now  that  wvf  he^ 

£*ns^  which  shall  make  an  end  of  Ahab.  The  king  of  Israd  rues 
s  unjust  mercy.  According  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  that  gift 
«f  a  Iffe  was  but  an  exchange.  Because  Ahab  gate  Benhadad  hi^ 
life,  B^ihadad  shall  take  Ahab's.  He  must  forfeit  in  himself,  trimt 
fee  hath  given  to  another.  There  can  be  no  better  fruit,  of  too 
amch  kdMuess  to  infidels. 

It  was  one  article  of  the  feague-  b€t\vixt  Ahab  and  his  brother 
Benhadad,  that  there  should  be  a^speedy  restitution  of  all  the  Israeli 
iiiah  cities.  The  rest  are?  yielded  i  only  Ramoth  Gilead  is  heW 
haek,  unAankfully ,  injuriously.  He,  that  begged  but  his  fife,  re- 
ceives his  kingdom ;  and  now  rests  not  content,  with  his  own 
]>ound8.  Justly  doth  Ahab  challei^gc  his  own:  justly  doth  h6 
«iove  a  war,  to  recover  his  own  firom  a  perfidious  tributary.  The 
iawfnlness  of  actions  may  not  be  judged  by  the  events,  but  by  the 
grounds.  The  wise  an<l  holy  arbiter  of  the  world  knows  why^ 
many  times  the  better  cause  bath  the  worse  success.  Many  a  just 
business  is  crossed,  for  a  punishment  to  the  agent. 

Yet  Israel  and  Judah  were  now  pieced  in  friendship.  Jehosha- 
|ihat,  the  ^ood  king  of  Judah,  had  made  affinity  with  Ahab,  the 
idolatrous  King  of  Israel ;  and,  besides  a  personal  visitation,  joins 
ills  forces  with  his  new  kinsman,  against  an  old  confederate.  Judah 
had  called  in  Syria,  against  Israel;  and  now  Israel  calls  in  Judah, 
agamst  Syria.  Thus  rather  should  it  be.  It  is  fit,  that  the  more 
pure  church  should  join  with  the  more  corrupt,  against  a  common 
paganish  enemy. 

Jehoshapfaat  hath  matched  with  Ahab ;  not  with  a  divorce  of  his 
devotion .  He  will  fight,  not  without  God ;  Inquire^  J  prajf  thee, 
at  the  word  of  the  Drrd^  to-dthf.  Had  he  done  thus  sooner,  I  fear 
Athaliah  bad  nevet  called  him  father..  This  motion  was  news  in 
israel:  it  was  wont  to  be  said,  "  Inquire  of  Baal.*'  The  good, 
king  of  Judah  wiH  bring  religion  into  fashion,  in  the  court  <^ 
Isra^«    Ahab  had  inquired  of  m  oomaelfors ;  idnt  necked  be  be 
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W  ievotit,  Bs  to^nqfiire  aS  his  prophets  ?  Only  Jebodtaphafs  pm« 
fence  made  him  iiu»  godly.  It  »  a  happy  diiag,  to  conrerse  witb 
the  virttious :  their  counsel  and  example  cannot  but  leave  some 
liflTUiiib  ^=^*i>m^  tbera,  of  agood  profession,  if  not  of  piet^«  Tbose^ 
Hat  ace  tiWy  Tcligiovs,  dave  not  but  take.  God  with  than  in  ail 
Ask  affiiirs  z  with  him  they  <.-an  be  as  Valianl;,  as  timorous  without 

Ahab  had  clergy  enough,  such  as  it  was*  Four  hundred  propbeta 
af  the  gcoTesw^e  reserved,  from  appearing  to  Elijah's  challenge. 
These  are  q^w  eonauked  by  AhaL  They  live  to  betray  the  life  d£ 
him,  who  nared  theirs. 

These  cfure  oot  so  much  to  isquipe,  what  God  would  .sa]^,  at 
what  Afaid^  irould  have^hcm  say.  They  saw  which  way  the  lune^ 
heart  was  -beot;  that  m%y  tbey  bent  their  tongues;  Ga  up;  f&r 
tit  Lord  sh0tU  deliver  it  inio  the  hands  iff  the  H^.  False  prophets 
care  only  to  please.  A  pUuisible  fistlsehood  passes  with  them,  abovto 
aharih  truth.  HadthenrseenAhabfeajEful,they  had  said,  ^*  Peace, 
ffnw^  t"  sow  tj^y  see  mm  resolute,  '^  War.and  victory.^'  It  is  a 
karfiil  presage  of  ruin,  when  the  prophets  conspire  in  assentation. 

Their  iiiiiiib«if,^€6nseht,  confidence,  hath  easily  won  credit  with 
Ahsb.  We  /do  all  willingly  believe  wliat  we  wish.  Jebosfaaphat  is 
IKit  so  floOQ  satisfied.  These  prophets  were,  it  is  like,  obtruded 
to  bins^  ja  stranger,  for  the  true  prophets  of  the  true  God.  TJbis 
judjbipua  king  sees  cause  to  sqspect  them ;  and  now,  perceiviiw  gt 
what  ahmct  they  8(^\^,  hates  to  rest  in  their  testimony ;  Is  there 
not  here  a  pr^het  of  the  Lord  iesides,  that  we  might  inquire  ff 
himf .  Ooe  single  prophet  speaking  from  the  (uracles  of  God,  is 
more  worthy  than  four  hundred  Baalites.  Truth  may  not  ever  be 
IBeasured  k^  the  poll.  It  is  not  number,  but  weight,  that  must 
csnry  it^  in  a  couiicil  of  prophets.  A  solid  verity  in  oue  mouth,  is 
VQffthy  to  preponderate  light  falsehood  in  a  thousand. 

Even  kin^  Ahab,  as  bad  as  he  was,  kept  tale  of  his  prophets; 
P^  ccadd  give  aoeoiiot  of  ime  that  was  missing.  There  is  yet  ime 
tnaa,  Micaiah  the  son  qflmlah,  by  whom  we  may  inquire  of  the 
Lord ;  Imt  I  hole  kim ;  for  he  doth  7Wt  prophesy  good  concerning 
vie  y  tut  evil. 

It  is  very  probable,  diat  Micaiah  was  that  disguised  propheti 
who  braught  to  Ahab  the  fearful  message  of  displeasure  and  deatb^ 
for  (hsmissiiig  Benhadad ;  for  which  he  was  ever  since  fast  in  pri* 

*M>  daep  in  disgrace. 

0  corrupt  heart,  of  self-condemned  Ahab  !  ^  If  Micaiah  spake 
Inte  to  thee,  bow  was  it  evil  ?  if  others  said  false,  how  was  it  gopd  ? 
UkI  if  Micaiah  dpake  from  the  Lord,  why  do2>t  thou  hate  him  i 

TUs  llKfth  WQDito  be  the  ancient  lot  of  truth,  censure  and  ha* 
tied;  cennue  of  the  message,  hatred  of  the  bearer.  To  canial 
Ms  the  message  k»  evil,  if  unpleasin^ ;  and  if  plausible,  good :  }f 
\t  he  sifeet,  it  oannot  be  poison ;  if  bitter,  it  cannot  be  whbl^ 
K«ie«  The  dUsiemper  of  the  receiver  is  guilty  of  this  misconceit. 
J|n itself*  every  truth,  AS.k is  good,  so  amiable;  every  falsehood^ 
WlthifWwi^    A  sick  pidate  £rias  out  (^  the  taste  of  those  U- 
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qubrs^  which  are  well  allowed  of  the  hcahhful.  It  is  a  dgh  oF  ib 
rood  state  of  the  soul,  when  every  veridure'  can  receive  his  propeSr 
jud6;ment; 

Wise  and  good  Jehoshapfaat"  dissuades  Afaab,  from  so  hard  an^ 
opinion ;  and  sees  caused,  so  much  more  to  ilrge  the  consultation  of 
Micaiah,  by  how  much  he  finds  him  more  unpleasing*     The  king^ 
of  Israel,  to  satisfy  the  importunity  of  so  great  and  dear  an  ally*^ 
;  sends  an  offider  for  Micaiah«    He  knew  well,  belike^  where  t6  find 
him  ;  within  those  four  walls,  where  unjust  ci'uelty  had  disposed  of 
.that  innoceitt  seen    Out  of  the  obscurity  of  the  prison^  is  the  poor 
prophet  fetched  in  the  light  of  so  glorious  a  donf«ssion  of  two 
aiugs ;  #ho  thought  this  convocation  of  pro]thets  not  unworthy  of 
their  greatest  representation  of  state  and  majesty.    There  he  finds 
Zc^'kiah^  the  leader  of  tfaiit  false;  crew ;  not  speaking  only,  but 
acting  his'predictioni    Sigtis  were  no  less  used  by  tte  pfo]^6ts^ 
tlian  words.   This  arch  flatterei'  hath  made  him  horns  of  iron :  the 
horn  is  forcible^  the  iron  irresistible :  by  an  irresistible  force,  shall 
Ahab  push  the  Syrians ;  as  if  thefe  were  notore  certainty  in  thisr 
man's  nands,  than  in  his  tongue. 

If  tliis  son  of  Chenaanah  had  not  had  a  foifehead  of  brass  fox' 
Impudency,  and  a  heart  of  lead  for  flexiblenes^  t6  huiiiours  and 
times,  he  had  never  devised  these  horns  of  iron^  whefe^with  his 
king  was  gored  unto  bloods  Howsoever,  it  \&  enough  for  liim, 
that  he  is  believed,  that  he  is  seconded.  All  the:  great  inquest  of 
these  prophets  gave  up  their  verdict,  by  this  foreman  >  Hot  one,  of 
four  hundred,  dissented*  Unanimity  of  opinidn  in  the  greatest 
ecclesiastical  assembUes,  is  not  ever  an  argument  of  truth :  there 
may  be  as  conunon  and  as  firm  agitement  m  crror< 

The  messenger. tliat  came  for  Micaiah,  like  a  carnal  friend^ 
sets  him  in  a  way  of  favour :  tells  him  what  the  rest  said,  ho^ 
they  pleased  ;  how  unsafe  it  would  be  for  him  to  vary,  how  benci-- 
ficial  to  assent.  Those,  that  adore  earthly  greatness,  think  every 
man  should  doat  upon  their  idols ;  and  hold  no  terms  too  highj 
for  their  ambitious  purposes. 

Faithful  Micaiah  scorns  the  motion.  He  knows  the  price  of 
the  word,  and  contemns  it ;  As  the  Lord  livethy  what  the  Lord 
saith  unto  rne^  that  will  I  speak.  Neither  fears  nor  favours  can 
tempt  the  bolily  resolute :  they  can  trample  upon  dangers  oi* 
honours,  with  a  careless  foot;  and,  whether  they  be  smiled  of 
frowned  on  by  tlie  great,  dare  not  either  alter  or  conceal  their 
errand. 

The  question  is  moved  to  Micaiah.  He,  at  first,  so  yields,  that 
he  contradicts ;  yields  in  words,  contradicts  in  pronunciation.  The 
syllables  are  for  them,  the  sound  against  them.  Ironies  deny 
strongest,  in  affirming.  And  now,  being  pressed  home,  he  tells 
them,  that  God  had  siiewed  him  those  sheep  of  Israel  should  ere 
long,  by  this  means,  want  their  shepherdl  The  very  resemblance^ 
to  a  good  prince,  had  been  aHisctuig.  The  sheep  Js  a  helpless 
creature ;  not  able,  either  to  guanl  or  guide  itself.  All  the  safety j, 
all  the  direction  of' it^.  is  irom  the  k^jf^c-i  without  wlioo)^  ever/ 
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etr  chases  and  worries  it,  every  track  seducetb  it.    Sodi  sbidl 
Israel  sdon  be,  if  Ahab  be  ruled  by  his  prdphetd. 

Tbe  king  of  Israel  doth  not  believe,  but  quarrel :  not  at  binu 
self,  xrfM)  had  deserved  evil,  but  at  the  jirc^het,  who  foresiffnifisd 
it;  aixl  is  more  cstrefut,  that  die  king  of  Judafa  should  mark  how 
true  he  had  foretold  concerning  the  prophet,  than  how  tbe  prppbet 
\mi  foretold  concerning  him. 

Bold  Micaiab,  as  no  whit  discouraged  with  the  unjust  checks  of 
greatness,  doubles  his  prediction ;  atid,  by  a  second  vision,  pai^ti^ 
cidariseth  th^  means  of  thisdangerous  error.  While  the  two  kings  sat 
nsjestioaHy  in  their  thrones,  he  tells  th^m  of  a  more  glorious  throne 
Atat  AebtSy  wheteon  he  saw  ^e  King  of  Gods  sitting.  WbSe  thcrjr 
vere  compassed  with  some  hundreds  oi  prophets  afiid  thousands  of 
salqecis  and  sridiers,  he  tells  them  of  all  tne  host  of  heaven,  at^ 
tending  that  other  throne.  While  they  were  deliberatiifg  of  a  war^ 
he  telis  theth  of  a  God  of  Heaven,  justly  decremng  the  judgment 
ef  a  deadly  deception  to  Ahab. 

The  decree  of  €tte  Highest  iS'  not  more  plainly  revealed,  than 
expressed  panbolicaUy.  The  wise  and  hdy  God  is  represeiite|d, 
after  the  manner  of  men,  consulting  of  that  ruin,  which  he  intended 
to  the  wieked  king  cf  Isriiet.  That  uncreated  and  infinite  wisdom 
sseds  not  the  advice  of  any  finite  and  created  powers,  to  direct 
liim ;  needs  not  the  assent  and  aid  of  any  spirit,  for  his  execution ; 
iMch  less^  of  an  evil  one :  yet  here  aii  evil  spiiit  is  brot^^  in, 
^r^fniyoif*  vision  mixed  with  parable,  proffering  the  service  of  his 
lie,  accepted,  employed,  successful. 

These  figures  are  not  void  of  truth.  The  action  iind  event  are 
reduced  to  a  decree :  the  decree  is  shadowed  out,  by  the  resem* 
biinee  of  human  proceedings.  All  evil  motions  and  'counsels  are 
or^nally  from  that  mdignant  spirit.  That  evil  spint  could  have 
^  power  over  men,  but  by  the  permission,  by  the  decree,  of  the 
Akughty.  That  Almighty,  as  ne  is  no  author  of  sin,  so  he  ordl* 
notes  all  evil  to  good.  It  is  good,  that  is  just :  *  it  is  good,  thnt 
me  sin  should  l^  punished  by  ttnother. ,  Satan  is  herein  no  other, 
Am  the  oxecutioner  of  that  God,  who  is  as  far  from  infusing  evil, 
as  froin  not  revenging  it. 

Now  Ahab  sees  the  groimd,  of  that  applaused  consent  of  his 
hibble  of  prophets.  One  evil  spirit  hath  no  less  deceived  iJieaiiy 
4in  they  th^ir  master.  He  is  one ;  therefore  he.  agrees  with  himk 
self:  ^he  4s  eiril ;  therefore  both  he-wid  they  agree  in  deceit 

Oh  th^  noble  and  uadauntied  spirit  of  IVCcaiah!  Neither  the 
Aro&es  iy(  the  kiii^,  nor  the  number  of  the  pr6p^bets,  could  abate 
OBe'woird  of  hi^  true,  though  displeasing,  messa^:  The  kihgf.df 
Israel  sfa^  hear,  that  he  is  misled  by  liars ;  they,  JSf  a  devil. 

Sufrfy,  Jefeoshat^let  eafnnot  but  wonder  at  so  unequal  a'cbt/ten* 
^i-lo  se^6hd  stfiy^pH>phet  kEFrontine  fb\it  Hundred;  WitSrwhom, 
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ilig.'Zedekiah.  smites  Micaiah  on  the  face ;  and,  with  the  blow, 
postulates ;  Which  way  went  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  from  me,  ta 
speak  unto  thee  f  For  a  prophet  to  smite  a  prophet,  in  the  face  of 
two  kings,  was  intolerably  ^nsolent.  The  act  was  much  unbeseem-* 
ing  the  person ;  more,  the  presence.  Prophets  may  reprove ;  they 
may  ^ot  strike.  It  was  enough  for  Ahab  to  punish  with  the  hancU 
No  weapon  was  for  Zedekiah,  but  his.tongue.  Neither  could  tliis 
f  ude  {^resumption  have  been  well  taken,  if  malice  had  not  made 
AUigistracy  insensible  of  this  usurpation.  Ahab  was  well  coiiteat^ 
to  see  that  hated  mouth  beaten  by  any  hand*  It  i^  no  new  condi-i 
tion  of  God's  faithful  messengers,  to  smart  for  saying  truth.  False^ 
hood  doth  not  more  bewray  itself,  in  any  thing  than  i^^  blpwisv 
Truth  suffers,  while  error  persecutes.  None  are  more  ready,  ta 
boast  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  than  those  that  have  the  ioast  '*  as  in 
vessels,  the  full  ane  silent. 

Innocent  Micaiah  neither  defends  nor  complains.   It  would  have  . 
well  beseemed  the  religious  king  of  Judah,  to  have  spoken  in  the^ 
cause  of  thedui&b;  to  have  checked  insolent  Zedekiah.:   hQ  is 
content,  to  give  way  to  this  tide  of  peremptory  and  general  oppo^ 
sition.  •'   "    '\i- 

Th^.heLpless  prophet  stands  alone,  yet  lays  about  him  with  14^ 
tongue^  Behda^  thou  shalt  see  in  that  day,  when  than  shalt  gf( 
into  qn  inner  chamber  and  hide  thyself.  Now,  the  proud  £as4it0 
shew^  himself  too  much :  ere  long,  lie  shall  be  glad  to  lv|rk  w^ 
seen ;,  his  boms  of  iron  cannot  bear  off  his  danger.  TJ3e  sop  ptf 
A&ao  cannot  chusebut,  in  the  zeal  of  revenging  his  father^s  d^^Iy 
seduce^nent,  caU  for  that  false  head  of  Zedekiah :  in  vain  shall  that 
impostor  seek  to  hide  himself  from  justice :  but,  in  the  mean  whiloy 
hegoesaway  with  honour;  Micaiah,  with,  censure:  TakeMicaiak^ 
anacairy  km  back  toAmon  the  governor  qf  the  city,  and  toJoash 
the  king's  son;  a9i4  say.  Thus  saith  the  king,  Put  thisfeHaw  m 
prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread  qf  qffiiciion  and  with  water  of  qf^ 
fiiction,  witU  I  come  in  peace,  A  hard  doom  of  truth !  The  gaol 
for  his  lodging,  coarse  bread  and  water  for  his  food^  shaU  but  re* 
serve  Micaiah  for  a  further  revenge. ,  The  return  of  Ah^b  shall  b«t 
Vhe  bane  of  the  prophet. 

Was  not  this  he,  that  advised  Benhadad^  not  to  boa^t  in  the 

putt^ig  on  his  armour,  as  in  the  ungirdin^  it ;  and  doth  lie  now 

jiromise  himself  peace  and  victory,  before  ue  buckle  k  ouf    No 

warning  will  dissuade  the  wilful.  .  ..  - 

.    -So  assured*  dot})  Ahab  make  himself  of  succfsss,  that  be  threats 

ere  he  go,  what  he  will,  da  when,  he  returns  in  p^ace.    How  justly 

-  doih  God  dericle  the  misreckoqings  of  proud  and  foolish  men  t 

If  ^hab  had  x^q  other  sins,  i)is  ve^-y  confidence  shall  d^feat^him.    • 

^    .Yd  th(^  prophet  cannot  be  pvercome  in  bis  resoluti9n :  he  knows 

his  giromnds  cannot  deceive  him,  and  dare  therefiqre  caft  the  credit 

!pf  jus  function  vipon  this  issue ;  ^f  tfiou  retuni  at  all  in  peace,  fhf 

Zord. hath  not  spoken  by  me:  and^r^  said^  Hearken^  O peopkf 

icveiy'  one  qf  ycul   Let  him  neveif  be  called  ^  prophet,  that  dai^ 

j^ot^ni^  i)^y^p4    '^^  *"¥  ^  ai^l^Dlptu(3»  thereibtei  af  repqta- 
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tioQ  or  life.  Since  he  knew  whom  be  beUeved^  the  event  was  no 
kss  sQtCy  than  if  it  had  been  past.  He  is  no  God,  that  is  not  con« 
Aflot  to  himself.  Hath  he  spoken^  and  shall  he  not  perform  ?  What 
liold  have  we  for  our  souls^  but  his  eternal  word  ?  The  being 
of  God  is  not  more  sure,  than  his  promises,  than  his  sentences  c$ 
judgment.  Well  may  we  appeal  the  testimony  of  the  world,  in 
botn :  if  there  be  not  plagues  tor  the  wicked,  if  there  be  not  re- 
muds  for  the  righteous,  God  hath  not  spoken  by  us. 

Not  Ahab  onhr,  but  good  Jehoshaphat,  is  carried  with  the  mul« 
tibide.   .Their  rorces  are  joined  against  Ramoth. 

The  king  of  Israel  doth  not  so  trust  his  prophets^  that  he  dares 
trust  himsdf  in  his  own  clothes.  Thus  shall  he  elude  Micaiah*8 
threat.  I  wis,  the  judgment  of  God,  the  Syrian  shs^,  cannot  find 
him  oat,  in  this  unsuspected  disguise !  How  fondly  do  vain  mea 
imagine  to  shift  off  the  just  revenges  of  the  Almighty ! 

Tne  king  of  S3rria  gives  charge  to  his  captains,  to  fi?ht  against 
none,  but  the  kins  of  Israel.  Thus  doth  the  unthanxful  infidel 
repay  the  mercy  oi  his  late  victor. .  Ill  was  the .  snake  saved,  that 
requites  the  favour  of  his  Kfe,  with  a  sting.  Thus  still,  the  greatest 
are  the  fairest  mark  to  envious  eyes.  By  bow  much  more  eminent 
any  man  is  in  the  Israd  of  God,  so  many  more,  and  more  danger- 
ous enemies  must  he  expect.  Both  earth  and  bell  conspire,  itt 
thai  opposition  to  the  worthiest.  Those,  who  are  advanced  abovo 
others^  have  so  much  more  need  of  the  guard,  both  of  their  own 
v^ncv  and  others'  prayers.  > 

Jehosbaphat  had  like  to  have  paid  dear  for  his  love.  He  ia  pur* 
sued  for  him,  in  whose  amity  he  offended.  His  cries  deliver  him ; 
his  cries,  not  to  his  pursuers,,  but  to  his  God  ;  who&e  mjetcy  takes 
not  advantage  .of  our  infirmity,'  but  rescues  'us  from  those  evils, 
which  we  wilfully  provoke.  It  ia  Ahab,  i^inat  whom,  not  the 
Syrians  only,,  but  God  himself  intends  this  quarrel.  The  enem}^ 
ist^en  off  from  Jehosbaphat. 

Oh  the  just  and  mighty  hand  of  that  Divine  Providence,  whicii 
^iiecteth  all  our  actions  to  his  own  encjs ;  which  takes  order,  where 
creiy  shaft  shall  light ;  and  guides  the  arrow  of  the  strong  archer, 
uito  the  joints  of  Ahab*s  harness !  It  was  shot  at  a  venture ;  falls 
hy  a  destiny ;  and  there  fUls,  where  it  mav  carry  death  to  a  hidden 
''^btor.  In  all  actions,  both  voluntary  ana  casual,  thy  will,  O  God, 
l^ttU  be  done  by  us,  with  whatever  intentions.  Little  did  the  Syriaa 
toow  whom  he  had  stricken ;  no  more  than  the  anrbw^  wherewith 
^  struck.  An  invisible^  band  disposed  of  both,  to*  the  punish* 
>neiit  of  Ahab,  to  the  vindication  of  Micaiah.  How  worthily,  O 
^,  art  thou  to  be  adored,  in  thy  justice  and  wisdom ;  to  be  feared^ 
Jn  thy  judgments ! 

Too  kte,  doth  Ahab  now  think  of  the  fair  warnir^s  of  Micaiali, 
^ch  be,. unwisely  contevined;  of  the  painful  flatteries  of  Zede* 
^1  which  he  stubbornly  believed.  That  ffuilty  blood  of  his  runs 
w)wnoQt  of  his  wound,  into  the  midst  of  his  chariot,  and  pays 

Nahoth  his  arrearages.  O  Ahab,  what  art  thou  the  better  for  thine 
ivory  housei  while  thott  hast  a  black  som)  i  What  comfort  hast.thott 
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M^M  in  Chose  flftftering  prophets,  which  tickled  thine  eafd  aiid  m^ 
cur^d  thee  of  victories  r  What  joy  is  it  to  thee  now,  that  thou  wast 
great  ?  Who  would  not  rather  be  Mtcaiah  in  the  R&ot,  tbair  Ahab 
m  the  bhariot  ?  Wicked  men  have  the  advantage  of  the  waj ;  godly 
mett,  of  the  end. 

The  ch^bt  is  #a^h^  in  the  pool  of  Samaria  r  the  doffs  come 

^  tb'cIaiAi  their  ^lie ;  they  lick  up  the  blood  of  the  king  of  Israel. 

'  '^he  tongues  of  those  brute  creatures  shaQ  make  good  the  tonguer 
tJf -God's  prophet.  Mlcaiah  »i  justified ;  Naboth  is  revenged ;  the 
Baajites,  confounded  \  Ahab,  judged :  Bighieous  art  tAou,  O  Godf 
fh'  aH  ilw  wdys.  mi  My  in  all  thw  iaarks. 


^,  :       AHAZlAtt  SICK,  AND  EUJAH  REVENGED. 

Ahasiah  succe^ed  hiB  father  Ahab,  both  in  bis  throne  and  in 
Mb  sin.  Who emikl  lookfof  bettelr  issuift  of  tbose  ioitis^  of  tbos« 
%xampte^> 

'  6od  IbHows  him  with  a  doubie  jodgnient;  of  ^te  revolt  of 
jM[0ob,  s^  6('hn  own  sickness.  All  the  i>eign  of  Ahab,  Iiad  IVIoal^ 
been  a  quiet  tributaty  ;  and  furnished  Israel  with  rich  ttddki  and 
fleeces :  how  their  subjection  diestvtth  that  warlike  king,  and  wiH 
n^  be  i)iheii«edv  This  rebeBloh  took  advantage,  as  from  the 
weaker  spirits,  so  from  the  sickly  body  of  Ahazian  \  wiiose  disease 
i<^  M>t  nat^lt^^  but  casual.  Walking  in  his  palace  of  Samaria^ 
SMie  ^te  In  the  floor  of  his  chamber  ^eaks  under  him ;  and  gives 
Way  to  that  feH>  whereby  he  is  bHiised  and  lanf  uishetb.  The  same 
hand,  that  |guided  Ahab's  shaft,  cracks  Ahaziah's  lattice.  How  in- 
fhiiti^vliricty  of  ^agues,  hath  the  )ust  God  for  obstinates  sinners ! 
Wither  in  tba  fiel^  or  in  the  cfHuaiber>  he  knows  to  find  them 
out.  How  fearlessly  did  Ahaziah  w)rik  on  his  wonted  pavement! 
't^e  Loflrd  hath  laid  a  tmp  for*  him,  whereinto,  while  he  thinks 
teast^  he  falls  irreoofterably*  No  place  is  safe  for  the  man,  that  is 
at  variaaci^  Mri  th  God . 

The  b<kiy  of  Ahaziah  was  not  more  sick)  than  his  soul  was 
graceless.  '  !^^one  but  chance  was  his  enemy ;  noiM  but  th^  god  of 
Ekrdn  must  be  his  friend,.  He  looks  not  up  to  the  omnipotent 
hand  of  ditkic  justice  for  the  di^fease,  at  of  Mercy  ^r  the  remedy: 
an  idol  is  his  ri^ragfs ;  whetlier  for  clire^  o^  inicUigettce. 
-  We  h^T  Ti&t  ttft  DfoVr  X)f  Baal-zebub.  This  i^w  god  of  files  19, 
perhaps^  of  kna^tnaking,  who  now  is  a  suitor  Do  his  oWn  erection. 
AB  tfwso  heathen  dbittes  were  but  a  devil,  widi  ch&l^  of  appel- 
lations :  the  influence  of  that  evil  spirit  deluded  tbc^c  miserable 
clients ;  else,  there  was  no  %  so  impot^t,  as  that  outside  of  the 
god  of  Ekron.  \V1iio  would  thi^k,  thflA  auy  Idka^liie  cduld  so  fiat 
doat  upon  a  stock>  a  fiend  ? 

'    ^rime  gathered  much  credit  to-  thift  idol ;  insomuch  as  the  Jews* 
afterwards  stiled  Beet-z^btkb,  tiit^  prince  of  all  the  regions  of  dark* 
•ness.    Ahaziah  4s  the  iisdt  that;  bringa  Ms  ^rada  in  |ie<|ucst  anft 
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p(}v  faiiQ  die  tribute  of  Ui'dei^otioo.  H«  Wi4»'  rgfissfin^get^f  Und 
Kays,  Cr#,  inquhr  qf  BoMl^u^p  ik€  #<mI  ^f*  Eh^i^  whether  I 
duJl  recover  ^'  this  di$etg9e^ 

The  message  wm  either  idfe  or  widied :  idle,  if  he  sept  it  torn 
stock ;  if  to  a  devil,  both  idle  and  wicked.  What  can  |hp  piosl 
intdligent  spirits  knov  of  fiitHne  tfain^,  but  what  they  sise  either 
in  their  causes,  or  in  the  iig^  of  parucipatioa  ?  What  a  inadueaa 
tt-as  it  in  Ahaziab,  to  seek  to  the  postern,  while  the  forjs«gat(^  Hoqd 
open !  Could  thoae  evil  spirits  truly  fionetel  events  no  way  preex- 
isteiit,  yet  they  miglit  not,  without  ain,  be  consulted.  The  evil 
pf  their  nature  debars  all  tlie  benefits  of  their  informaUon.  If  not 
as  intelligenoers,  much  less  may  tfaey  be  sought  to,  as  gods.  Who 
cannot  blush,  to  hear  and  see,  that  even  the  very  evaoRelica)  Israel 
fhoald  yield  pilgrims  to  the  ahnaes  of  darkness?  How  pmoTt 
after  this  clear  l^bt  of  the  Gospel,  in  their  losaes,  in  their  sica:<« 
nesses,  send  to  these  infernal  oracles ;  and  damn  themselves  vril* 
&IIy,  in  a  Tun  curiosity  ! 

The  message  of  the  jeabus  God  intercepts  them^  with  a  josi 
liisdaiu,  aa  here  by  Elijah,  Js  it  not  because  there  is  not  a  God  m 
Israel^  that  ye  go  to  inquire  ^*  Baal^zelntby  4he  god  of  Ehran  f 
What  can  be  a  greater  disparagement  to  the  true  God,  than  to  he 
neglected ;  than  to  stand  aside,  and  see  us  make  love  to  a  hellish 
riTil }  Were  there  no  God  in  Israel,  in  heaven,  wnat  could  we  do 
other  i  what  worse  ? 

This  affront,  of  whatever  kind,  AhaEiah  cannot  escape  without 
a  revoige ;  Therefore  thtis.  sakh  the  Loi*d,  Thou  shalt  7wt  come 
Aram  /roni  that  bedy  on  which  thou  art  gone  up^  but  shait  surely 
die.  It  is  a  iiigh  indignity  to  the  true  God,  not  to  be  sought  to 
Iq  our  necessities ;  but  so  to  be  cashiered  from  our  devotions,  as 
to  have  a  false  god  thrust  in  his  room,  is  such  a  scorn,  as  it  is  well 
if  it  can  escape  with  one  death. 

Let  now  the  famous  god  of  flcron  take  off  that  brand  of  feared 
Biortjdity ,  which  the  living  God  hath  set  upon  Ahaziah.  Let  Baal« 
zebub  make  good  some  better  news  to  ms  distressed  suppliant. 
Rather  the  king  of  Israel  is  himself,  without  his  repentance,  hast* 
iDgto  BeeUzehub. 

This  errand  is  soon  done.  The  messengers  are  returned,  ere 
they  TO.  Not  a  little  were  they  amazed,  to  hear  their  secret  mes-& 
nge  from  another*s  mouth ;  neither  could  chiK^e  but  think,  *^  He, 
that  can  teH  what  Ahasiah  said,  what  he  thought,  can  foretel  how 
be  shall  speed  :  we  have  met  with  a  greater  god,  than  we  went  to 
seek :  what  need  w^  inquire  for  another  answer  ?"  With  this  con- 
cnt,  with  this  report,  they  return  to  tiieir  sick  lord ;  and  astonish 
kiai  widi  BO  ^hort,  so  sad  a  reiation. 

No  marvel,  if  the  king  inquired  curiously  of  the  habit,  and 

Aion  of  the  rniin,  tliat  could  loiow  this ;  that  durst  say  this, 
^y  describe  him  a  man  whether  of  a  hairy  skin,  tff  of  roueh^ 
cwse,  careless  attire ;  thus  drest,  thus  girded.  Ahaziah  readily 
prebends  k  to  be  Elijah,  the  old  friend  of  his  lather  Aliab,  of 
«s  ttotlier  JesebeL    More  than  once  had  iies^en  Ixim,  ^an  mnrel« 
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come  guest,  in  the  court  of  Israel.  The  times  had  been  sncb^ 
that  the  prophet  could  not,  at  once,  speak  true  and  please..  No- 
thing but  reproofs  and  menaces  soundra  from  the  mouth  of  Elijah. 
Mioaiah  ana  he  were  still  as  welcome  to  the  eyes  of  that  guilty 
prince,  as  the  Syrian  arrow  was  into  his  flesh.  Too  well  therefore 
Bad  Ahaziah  noted  that  querulous  seer;  and  now  is  not  a  little 
troubled,  to  see  himself,  in  succession,  haunted  with  that  bold  and 
illboding  spirit. 

Behold  the  true  son  of  Jeeebel :  the  anguish  of  his  disease^ 
the  expectation  of  death,  cannot  take  off  the  edge  of  his  persecu- 
tion of  Elijah.  It  is  against  his  will,  that  his  death-bed  is  not 
bloody«  llad  Ahaziah  meant  any  other  than  a  cruel  violence  to 
Elijah,  he  had  sent  a  peaceable  messenger,  to  call  him  to  the 
court ;  he  had  not  sent  a  captain,  with  a  ^nd  of  soldiers,  to  fetch 
him.  The  iustruments  wmch  he  useth,  carry  revenge  in  their 
iace. 

If  he  had  not  thought  Elijah  more  than  a  man,  what  needed  a 
liand  of  fiftv,  to  apprehend  one  ?  and  if  he  did  think  nim  such^ 
why  would  he  send,  to  apprehend  him  by  fifty  ?  Surely,  Ahaziah 
knew  of  old,  how  miraculous  a  prophet  Elijah  was;  what  power 
that  man  had  over  all  their  base  deities ;  what  command  of  the 
elements,  of  the  heavens  ;  and  yet  he  sends  to  attach  him.  It  is  a 
strange  thing,  to  see  how  wilfully  godless  men  strive  against  the 
stream  of  t&ir  own  hearts ;  hating  that,  which  they  know  good ; 
fighting  against  that,  which  they  know  divine. 

What  a  gross  disagreement  is  in  the  messa^  of  this  Israelitish 
captain ;  Thou  man  of  Godj  the  king  hath  satdy  Come  down  I  If 
he  were  a  man  of  God,  how  hath  he  offended  ?  And  if  he  have 
justly  offended  the  anointed  of  God,  how  is  he  a  man  of  God  } 
And  if  be  be  a  man  of  God,  and  have  not  offended,  why  should 
he  come  down  to  punishment }  Here  is  a  kind  confession,  with  a. 
false  heart,  with  bloody  hands.  The  world  is  full  of  those  windy 
courtesies,  real  cruelties.  Deadly  malice  lurks  under  fair  complu 
ments ;  and,  while  it  flatters,  killetfa. 

The  prophet  hides  not  himself  from  the  pursuit  of  Ahaziah  i 
rather,  he  sits  where  he  may  be  most  conspicuous,  on  the  top  of 
a  hill.  This  band  knows  well  where  to  find  -him ;  and  climbs  up, 
in  the  sight  of  Elijah,  for  his  arrest.  The  steepness  of  the  ascent, 
when  they  drew  near  to  the  highest  reach,  yielded  a  convenience, 
both  of  respiration  and  parley :  thence  doth  the  captain  imperiously 
call  down  the  prophet. 

Who'  would  not  tremble  at  the  dreadful  answer  <rf  Elijah ;  If  I 
le  a  man  of  Qodj  then  let  fire  come  down  from  heaven^  and  con* 
sume  thee  and  thjj  fifty  ?  What  shall  we  say  ?  That  a  prophet  is 
teyengeful ?  that' soldiers  suffer,  while  a  prophet  strikes?  that  a 
princess  command  is  i^i^iii:enMl  with  imprecation  %  words,  with  fire  i 
that  an  unarmed  seer  shouM'  kill  one  and  fifty,  at  a  blow  ?  There 
are  few  tracks  of  Elijah,  that  are- ordinary,  and  fit  for  common 
feet.  His  actions  are  more  for  wonder,  than  for  precedent.  Not 
in  his  own  defence,  would  the  prophet  'bavts  been  the  death  of  stt 
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■any;  if  God  bad-not,  by  a  peculiar  instincty  made  him  an  in« 
stniioeiit  of  tUs  just  vetigeance*  The  divincjustice  finds  it  meet 
to  do  thisy  for  the  terror  of  l3rael ;  that  he  might  teach  them,  what 
it  was  to  contemn,  to  pessecute  a  prophet ;  ^t  they  might  learn, 
to  fear  him  whom  they  bad  foEsaken,  and  confess  tHat  heaven  was 
sennble  of  their  insolencies  and  impieties. 

If  not  as  Tisibly,  yet  as  certainly,  doth  God  pmiish  the'violations 
of  his  ordinances,  the  affiroBts  offered  to  his  messengers,  still  and 
ever.  Not  ever  with  the  same  speed ;  sometimes,  the  punishment 
overtakes  the  act  $  sometimes,  dogs  it  alar  off,  and  seizeth  upoa 
the  offender,  when  bis  crime  is  forgotten :  here,  no  sooner  is  the 
void  out  of  Elijah's  mouth,  than  the  fire  is  out  al  heaven.  ^ 
.  Oh  the  wonderful  power  of  a  prophet !  There  sits  Elijah,  in  his 
coane  mantle,  on  the  top  of  the  hilt,  and  commands  the  heavens, 
and  they  obey  him  ;  Let  fire  fall  down  from  heaven.  He  needs  no 
more,  but  say  what  he  would  tiave  done :  the  fire  faUs  down,  as 
before  upon  the  sacrifice  in  Carmel,  so  now  upon  tlie  soldiers  of 
Ahasiah. 

What  is  man,  in  the  hands  of  his  Maker  ?  One  flash  of  lights 
aing  hath  consumed  this  one  and  fifty.  And  if  all  the  hosts  of 
Israel,  yea  of  die  world,  had  been  in  their  rooms,  there  bad  needed 
DO  oih^  force.  What  madness  is  it,  for  him^  whose  breath  is  in  his 
nostrils,  to  contend  with  the  Almighty ! 

The  time  was,  when  two  zealous  diseiples  would  fain  have  imi«« 
tated  this  fiery  revenge  of  Elijah,  and  were  repelled  with  a  check* 
The  very  place  puts  them  in  mind  of  the  judgment :  not  far  finom 
Samaria  was  this  done  by  Elijah,  and  wished  to  be  done  by  his 
disciples.  So  churlish  a  rejection  of  a  Saviour  seemed  no  less 
heinous,  than  the  endeavour  of  apprehending  a  prophet ;  Lord^ 
wUi  tk^m  that  we  command  fire  to  come  don^n  from  heaven,  and 
consume  them^  as  Elias  didi  The  world  yielded  but  one  EUas,: 
that,  which  was  zeal  in  him,  might  be  fury  in  another:  the  least 
variation  ^  circumstance  may  make  an  example  dangerous :  pre- 
sentLy  thercfpre  do  they  hear ;  Ve  kwm  not  of  whai  spirit  ye  are* 
it  is  the  calling  that  varies  the  spirit :  Elijah  was  God's  minister  for 
Ihct  execution  of  so  severe  a  judlraient :  diey  were  but  the  servants 
of  their  own  impotent  anger.  Thefc  was  fire  in  their  breasts,  which 
Cod  never  kindled :  far  was  it  from  the  Saviour  of  men,  to  second 
their  earthly  fire,  with  his  heavenly.  He  came,  indeed,  to  send 
fire  upon  earth;  but  to  warm,  not  to  burn;  and  if  to  burn,  not 
the  p^rsQn^  of  men,  but  their  corruptions.  How  much  more  safe 
is  it  for  us,  to  fpllow  the  mefik  Prophet  of  the  New  Testament, 
dian  that  ferveiit  prophet  of  the  Old  I  Let  the  matter  of  our  prayera 
W  the  sweet  dews  qi  mercy,  not  the  fires  of  vengeance. 

Would  not  any  man  have  thought  A^aziah  sufficiently  warned, 
by  so  terrible  a  judgment?  Could  he  chuse  but  say,  '^  It  is  no 
ineddiing  with  ia.  man,  that  can  speak  lightning  and  death :  what 
lie  hath  said  concerning  me  h  too  well  approved,  by  what  he  hath 
4ooe  to  my  messengers :  God's  hand  is  with  him ;  mine  shall  not 
b^  against  ^im.-'   Yet  bo^i  l^hold,  \\\q  ragc^  of  Ahaziah  is  so  mm^^r 


iikc  flioie  ftiodkd,  by  thi$  fire  iirom  heaven ;  and  a  more  resehste 
Captaiti,  with  a  second  band,  is  sent  to  fetch  EUjah  to.death. 

This  man  is  in  haste ;  and  commands  not  only  his  descent^  but 
lus  speed  \  Come  down  qukkhf.  The  charge  imphes  a  threat !  Elu 
jah  muet  look  for  force,  if  he  yield  not.  There  needs  no  other 
weapon  for  defence,  for  ofience,  than  the  same  tongue,  the  sama 
breath.  God  hath  fire  enough,  for  all  the  troops  of  Ahajsiab.  Im- 
aaediately,  doth  a  sudden  flame  break  out  of  heaven,  and  donsume 
this  forv«rd  leader,  and  his  bold  foliowersr  It  is  a  just  preaago 
and  desert  of  ruin,  not  to  be  warned :  worthily  are  they  made  ex«» 
amples,  that  will  not  take  them. 

What  marble  <n*  flint  is  harder,  than  a  wicked  heart  ?  As  if  Aha* 
ziah  would  desintefully  spit  in  the  face  of  heaven,  and  wrestle  a 
fail  with  the  Amiighty ,  be  will  ueeds  yet  again  set  a  third  captain^ 
upon  so  desperate  an  empiovment.  .  . 

How  hot  a  service,  must  tnis  commander  needs  think  himself  ptrt 
upon !  Who  can  but  pity  his  straits  ?  There  is  death  before  bim^ 
death  behind  him.  If  he  go  not,  the  king^s  wrath  is  the  messenger 
of  death ;  if  he  go,  the  ]>rophe^*s  tongue  is  the  executioner  of 
jieath.  Many  a  hard  task  will  rollow  the  service  of  a  prince,  wedded 
to  his  passion,  divorced  from  God. 

Unwillingly,  doubtless,  and  fearfully  doth  this  captain  climb  up 
the  hill,  to  scale  that  impregnable  fort :  but  now,  when  he  comet 
near  to  the  assault,  the  rattery  that  he  lays  to  it  is  his  prayers : 
his  surest  fight  is  upon  his  knees ;  He  went  upj  and  came,  and/ell 
upon  his  knees  before  Elijah^  and  besought  Atm,  aTtd  said  unie  mm, 
O  man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  rmf  lifCf  and  the  life  of  these  jifty 
thy  servants,  be  precious  in  thj  sight.  He  confesses  the  judgment 
that  befel  his  predecessors.  The  monuments  of  their  destruction 
were  in  his  eye,  and  the  terror  of  it  in  bis  heart :  tX  an  enemy 
therefore  he  is  become  a  suppliant ;  and  sues,  not  so  much  for  tm 
prophet's  yieldance,  as  for  nis  own  life. 

This  was  the  way,  to  offer  violence  to  the  prophet  of  God,  to 
the  God  of  that  prophet,  even  huntble  supplications.  We  must 
deprecate  that  evil,  which  we  would  avoid.  If  we  would  force 
blessings,  we  must  intreat  them.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gotten 
from  God,  by  stroncr  hand ;  any  thine,  by  suit.  The  life  of  the 
captain  is  preserved :  Elijsih  is  by  the  angel  commanded  to  go 
down  with  nim  speedily,  fearlessly, 

The  prophet  casts  not  with  himself;  '*  What  safety  can  there 
be  in  this  journey  ?  I  shall  put  myself  into  the  hands  of  rude  sol- 
lUcTs,  and  l^y  them  into  the  hands  of  an  enraged  king.  If  he  did 
|iot  eacrerly  thirst  after  my  blood,  he  had  never  sought  it,  with 
so  much  loss.'*  But,  so  soon  as  he  had  a  charge  from  the  angel^ 
be  walks  down  resdutely  ;  and,  as  it  were,  dares  the  dangers  of 
so  great  a  bostili^.  He  knew,  that  the  same  God,  who  had  fought 
for  him  upon  the  hill,  would  not  leave  him  in  the  valley.  He  knew, 
that  the  angel,  which  bade  him  go,  was  mard  enough  against  a 
morld  of  enemies.  Faith  knows  not  how  to  fear ;  and  can  as  ea^ly 
omteam  the  suggestioD  of  perils,  as  in^elity  can  raise  themr 
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Thi  prophet  looks  boldly  upon  tlie  courtr,  Vhieb  4oObtIe0(i  way 
Bot  a  Kttle  dmifected  to  hun ;  and  comeB  confidently  into  the  bed- 
chamber of  Ahaziah ;  and  sticks  not,  to  speak  over  the  same  words 
ta  his  head^  which  he  had  sent  bini  not  long  siitce  by  his  first  mes- 
senggrs.  Not  ooe  syllable  wiU  the  prophet  abate  of  his  errand,  ft 
ii  not  for  a  herald  of  Heaven,  to  oe  out  of  countenance  ;  or  to 
WBce  ought  of  the  roost  killing  messages  of  his  God. 

Whether  the  unexpected  confidence,  both  of  the  man  and  of  thet 
speech,  amazed  the  sick  king  of  Israel ;  or,  whether  the  fear  of 
fome  preseut  judgment,  wherewith  he  might  suspect  Eli|ah  to  coma 
anned,  upon  any  act  of  violence  that  should  be  offeree),  overawed 
liini ;  or,  whether  now,  at  last,  upon  the  sight  and  hearing  of  this 
mtQ  of  God,  the  king>  heart  began  to  velent,  and  check  itself  for 
tint  shi,  for  which  he  was  justly  reproved  ;  I  know  not :  but  suro 
I  am,  the  prophet  goes  away  untouched.  Neither  the  furious  pun* 
poses  of  Ahaziah,  nor  the  exasperations  of  a  Jezebel,  can  nurt 
that  prophet,  whom  God  hath  intended  to  a  fiery  chariot. 

The  hearts  of  kings  are  not  their  own.  Subjects  are  not  so  much 
in  dKir  liands,  as  they  are  in  their  Maker's.  How  easily  can  God 
tune  the  fiercenfiss  of  any  creature  ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  their 
most  heady  career,  stop  them  on  the  sadden,  and  fetch  them  upoft 
the  knee»  cxf  their  humble  submission  !  It  is  good  trusting  Crod, 
with  the  events  of  his  own  commands ;  who  can,  at  pleasure,  eitber 
avert  evUsy  or  improve  them  to  good. 

According  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  Ahaziah  dies.  Not  two 
whole  years,  doth  he  sit  in  the  throne  of  Israel ;  which  he  now  must 
jieM,  m  the  want  of  children,  to  his  brother.  Wickedness  short-* 
ess  his  reign.  He  had  too  much  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  to  expect 
the  Messing,  either  of  length  or  prosperity  of  govemnient.  As  aL» 
«iys  in  the  other,  so  ofttimes  in  this  world,  doth  Gk>d  testify  his 
u^r  to  wicked  men.  Some  lire  long,  tiiat  they  may  aggravate 
their  judgment ;  others  die  soon,  that  they  may  hasten  it. 

2  Kings  u 

THE  RAPTURE  OF  ELIJAH. 

Long  and  happily,  hath  Elifah  fought  the  wars  of  his  God ;  and 
iMm,  after  his  noble  and  glorious  victories,  God  will  send  him  a 
chariot  of  triumph. 

Not  suddenly,  would  God  snatch  away  his  prophet,  without 
waming,  without  expectation  ;  but  acquaints  him  beforehand^ 
with  the  determination  of  his  glory. 

How  foil  of  heavenly  joy,  was  the  soul  of  Elijah ;  while  he  fore, 
kpew  and  looked  for  this  instant  happiness !  With  what  contempt^ 
m  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  that  earth,  which  he  was  now  presently 
ta  leave !  With  what  ravishment  of  an  inward  pleasure,  did  he  IoqSk 
Qpon  that  heaven,  which  he  was  to  enjoy  { 

For  a  meet  farewell  to  the  eaith^  Elijah  will  go  visat  the  schools 
of  the  prophets,  before  his  departure.  These  were  in  his  way ; 
*f  afiy  part  of  l^  eanth)  tfa^  were  oeaitest  unto  heamsai.  tu  aholy 


pro^ttt^  therefore^  he  tralks  his  last  round ;  frdm  Gilgai  near 
Joruan,  to  Bethel ;  from  Bethel,  to  Jericho ;  from  Jericho,  to  Jor» 
dan  again. 

In  all  these  sacred  colleges  of  divines,  he  meant  to  leave  the  lew 
gacy  of  his  lore,  counsel,  confirmation,  blessing.  How  happy  a 
thing  it  is,  while  we  are  upon  earth,  to  improve  our  time  and  giiPts, 
to  the  best  behoof  of  God^s  Church ;  and  after  the  assurance  of 
onr  own  blessedness,  to  help  others  to  the  same  heaven ! 

But,  O  God,  who  can  but  wonder  9,t  the  course  of  thy  wise  and 
powerful  administrations  i  Even  in  the  midst  of  the  degeneration 
and  idolatries  of  Israel,  hast  thou  reserved  to  thyself  whofe  societies 
of  holy  prophets ;  and,  out  Of  those  sinful  and  revolted  tribes,  hast 
taised  the  two  great  miracies  of  prophets,  Elijah  and  EKsha,  in  an 
immediate  succession.  Judah,  itself,  under  a  religious  Jebosha^ 
phat,  yielded  not  so  eminent  and  clearly  illuminated  spirits.  Tha 
.  mercy  of  our  provident  God  will  neither  be  confined  nor  excluded ; 
neither  confined  to  the  places  of  public  profession;  nor  excluded 
from  the  depraved  congregations  of  his  own  people.  Where  he 
.  bath  loved,  he  cannot  easily  be  estranged :  rather,  where  sin  abounds, 
bis  grace  aboundeth  much  more ;  ana  raisetb  so  much  strqnger  helps 
as  he  sees  the  dangers  ^eater. 

Hippy  was  Elisha,  m  the  attendance  of  so  gracious  a  roaster ; 
and  the  more  happy,  that  he  knows  it.  Fain  would  Elijali  shakd 
him  off  at  Gilgal  \  if  not  there,  at  Bethel ;  if  not  yet  there,  at  Je^ 
richo.  A  private  message,  on^hich  Elijah  must  go  a|one,  is  pre- 
tended, from  tlie  Lord.  Whether  shall  we  say  the  prophet  didthis^ 
for  the  trial  of  the  constant  aflectiQn  of  his  caiwul  and  diligent 
servant ;  or,  thsLt  it  was  concealed  from  Elijah,  that  his  departure 
was  revealed  to  Elisha  ?  Perhaps,  he,  that  knew  of  his  own  re- 
ception into  Heaven,  did  not  know  what  witnesses  would  be  allow* 
ed  that  miraculous  act  $  and  nbwliis  humble  modesty  affected  a  si* 
lent  and  uimotcd  passage. 

Everi  Elisha  knew  something,  that  was  hid  from  his  master,  novif 
upon  the  threshold  of  Heaven.  No  mere  creature  was  ever  made 
oi  the  whole  counsel  of  the  Highest.  Some  things  have  been  dis- 
closed to  babes  and  novices,  that  have  been  closed  up  to  the  most 
wise  and  judicious.  In  natural  speculations,  the  greater  wit  and 
deeper  jud^TQient  still  carry  it;  but  In  the  revelations  of  Gcid,  the 
favour  of  his  choice  sways  all,  not  the  power  of  our  apprehension. 

The  master  ipay  both  cominand  and  entreat  his  servant's  stay, 
in  vain.  Elisha  must  be  pardoned  this  holy  and  zealous  disobe* 
dience ;  yis  the  Lord  livetliy  and  as  thy  soul  livtihj  J  will  ijiot  leave 
tkce.  His  master  may  be  withdravirr^  from  him ;  he  will  nof  be 
withdrawn  from  his  inaster.  He  kneiy,  that  the  blessing  vras  at  the 
parting ;  and,  if  he  had  diligently  attended  all  his  life,  and  now 
slacked  in  the  last  act,  he  had  lost  the  reward  of  his  service.  The 
'  evening  praises  the  day,  and  Uie  chief  grace  of  the  theatre  is  in  the 
last  scene ;  Be  faithful  to  the  deaths  and  I  xoill  give  thee  a  crown 
ofdife. 
.  That  Eljfah. should  be  tnmslatedy  and  what  day  he  should  hQ 
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Inashted^  God  would  have  tto  secret.  The  sons  of  the  prophets  at 
Bethel,  at  Jericho,  both  know  it,  and  ask  Elisha  if  he  knew,  it  riot ; 
Knfifwest  thoUy  that  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  fr<mi  thyt 
kad  this  day  ?  and  he  answered,  JT^a,  /  Know  it ;  hold  ye  your 
feue. 

How  familiarly  do  these  prophets  interknow  one  another !  Hoir 
kindly  do  they  communicate  their  vision^ !  Seldom  ever  was  any- 
biowledee  given  to  keep,  but  to. impart:  the  grace  of  this  rich: 
jewel  b  lost  in  concealment. 

The  removal  of  an  Elijah  is  so  important  a  businesa,  tliat.it  ia 
not  &t  to  be  done  without  noise.  Many  shall  have  their  shaee^  in 
hs  loss :  he  must  be  missed  on  the  sudden :  it  was  m^t  therefore, 
that  the  world  should  know^  his  rapture  should  be  divine  and  glo^ 
rious. 

I  do  not  find,  where  the  day  of  any  natural  death  is  notified  t<i 
so  many.  By  how  much  more  wonder  there  was  in  this  assunip* 
tion,  by  so  much  more  shall  it  be  fore^revealed.  It  is  enough  .for 
oidinaTy  occurrents  to  be  known  by  their  event :  supernatural 
(bii^s  have  need  of  premonition ,  that  men*s  liearts  may  be  both 
pr^mred  for  their  receipt,  and  confirmed  in  their  certainty. 

Thrice  was  Elisha  entreated,  thrice  hath  he  denied,  to  stay  be-r 
)und  his  now  departing  master  ^  on  whom  both  his  eyes  and  his 
thoughts  are  so  fixed,  that  be  cannot  give  allo^rance,  so  much  at 
to  tlie  interpellation  of  a  question  of  his  fellow  prophets. 

Togetlier,  therefore,  are  this  wonderful  pair  come  to  the  last 
ftage  of  their  separation,  the  banks  of  Jordan. 

Those,  that  were  not  admitted  to  be  attendants  of  their  joumey^ 
yet  will  not  be  debarred,  from  being  spectators  of  so  marvellous 
an  issue.  ^iftJJ  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  wentj  and  stood 
to  view  afar  off.  I  marvel  there  were  no  more.  How  could  any  son 
of  the  prophets  stay  within  the  college  walls  ,that  day ;  when  he 
Icnew  what  was  meant  to  Elijah  ?  Perhaps,  tliough  they  knew  that 
to  be  the  prophet's  last  day,  yet  they  might  think  his  disparitton 
>hoakibe  suoden.and  insensible;  besides,  they  found  how  much 
he  affected  secresy  in  this  intended  departure:^ yet  the  fifty  pro* 
phets  of  Jericho  will  make  proof  of  tlieir  eyes ;  and,  with  much 
lotention,  assay  who  shall  have  the  last  sight  of  Elijah. 

Miracles  are  not  purposed  to  silence  and  obscurity.  God  will 
pot  work  wonders  without  witne^es.  Since  he  doth  them  on  pur^ 
pose  to  win  glory  to  his  name,  bis  end  were  frustrate  without  tJheir 
}^ce.  Even  so,  O  Saviour,  when  thou  hadst  raised  thyself  from 
die  dead)  thou  wouldest  be  seen  of  more  than  five  hundred  brc-> 
tI)tco  at  once ;  and  when  thou  wouldest  raise  up  thy  glorified  bod  v 
from  earth  iQto  heaven,  thou  didst  not^ascend  nrom  some  close  vaU 
ley,  but  from  tlie  moun^  of  Olives  ;  not  in  the  night,  not  alone,  but 
^  the  clear  day*  in  the  view  of  many  eyes ;  which  were  so  fixed 
>ipon  that  point  of  thine  heaven,  that  they  could  scarce  be  removed 
^y  the  check  of  angels, 

Jordan  must  be  crossed  by  Elijah,  in  his  way  to  heaven.  There 
Kust  be  ft  meet  parallel  betwixt  the  two  great  prophets,  that  shall 


ined:  Chmt  ispon  Tfibor ;  Moses  and  Elias.  fiodi  received  Visiofif^ 
on  Horeb :  to  both  God  appeared  there/ in  fire  and  other  forms  of 
terror :  both  were  sofit  to  Kin^s  ;  one,  to  Pharaoh ;  the  other,  to 
Abab :  both  prepared  miraculous  tables ;  the  one,  of  quails  and 
manna,  in  the  desert ;  the  otlier,  of  meal  and  oil,  in  Sarepta:  both 
eipened  heaven  ;  the  one,  for  that  nourishing  devr  y  the  other,  for 
those  refrcshinpf  showers :  both  revenged  idolatries  with  the  sword } 
the  one,  upon  the  worshipp^s  of  the  golden  calf ;  the  other,  upon 
the  four  hundred  Baalites :  both  quenched  the  drought  of  Isi'ael  ; 
the  one,  out  of  the  rock  ;  the  other,  out  of  the  eloud  :  both  di- 
vided the  waters ;  the  one,  of  the  Red  Sea  ;  the  other,  of  Jordan : 
both  of  them  are  forewarned  of  their  departure :  both  must  be 
fttched  away  beyond  Jordan ;  the  body  of  Elijah  is  translated ; 
tl^e  body  of  Moses  is  hid;  what  Moses  doth  by  his  rod,  Elijah  doth 
by  his  mantle  ;  with  tliat,  he  smites  the  waters,  and  they,  as  fear^ 
ing  th<e  divine  power  which  wrought  with  tlie  prophet,  run  an-ay 
from  him,  and  stand  on  heaps,  leaving  the  dry  channel  for  tiiie 
passage  of  those  awful  feet.  It  is  not  long,  since  he  mulcted  them 
With  a  general  exsiccation  :  now,  he  only  bids  them  stand  aside, 
and  gire  way  to  his  last  walk ;  that  he  might  With  dry  feet  mount 
up  into  the  oelestial  chariot. 

Thewaters  do  not  now  first  obey  him.  They  know  that  mantle, 
ef  old  ;  which  hath  oft  given  laws  to  their  falling,  rising,  stand- 
ing. They  are  past  over ;  and  now,  when  Elijah  finds  himself 
treading  on  his  fest  earth,  he  proffers  a  munificent  boon  to  his 
faithful  servant ;  Ask  what  J  shall  do  for  thee^  befar'^  J  am  taken 
from  thee. 

I  do  not  hear  him  say,  *^  Ask  of  me,  when  I  am  gcme  ;  in  my 
glorified  condition,  I  shall  be  more  able  to  bestead  thee  ;'*  bt|t, 
**  Ask,  before  I  go.''  We  have  a  communion  with  the  saints  dc' 
parted ;  not  a  commerce.  When  tliey  are  enabled  to  do  more  for 
OS,  they  are  less  apt  to  be  solicited  by  us.  It  is  a  safe  suing,  where 
we  are  sure  that  we  are  heard. 

Had  not  Elijah  received  a  peculiar  faistinct  for  this  proffer,  he 
had  not  been  thu^  liberal.  It  were,  presumption  to  be  bountiful 
on  another's  cost,  without  leave  of  toe  owner.  The  mercy  of  our 
good  God  allows  his  favourites,  not  only  to  receive,  but  to  give ; 
not  only  to  receive  for  themselves,  but  to  convey  blessings  to 
others.  What  can  that  man  want,  that  is  befriended  of  the 
faithful? 

Elisha  neefls  not  go  far,  to  seek  for  a  suit.  It  was  in  his  heart, 
in  his  month  ;  Let  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  be  upon  me.-^ 
Every  prophet  must  be  a  son  to  Elijah ;  but  Elisha  would  be  his 
heir  ;  and  craves  the  happy  right  of  his  primogeniture,  the  double 
share  to  his  brethren.  It  was  not  wealth,  nor  safety,  nor  ease,  not 
botiour,  thfit  Elisha  cares  for.  The  world  lies  open  before  him ;  he 
may  take  his  choice :  the  rest  he  contemneth  ;  nothing  will  serve 
him,  but  a  lar|je  measure  of  his  niaster's  spirit. 

No  carnal  thought  was  guilty  of  this  sacred  ambition.  Aflfecta- 
tion  of  eminence  was  too  base  a  couceit,  to  fall  into  that  oban  of 


hf'k?^  ^^>  ttwLt  tVie  times  needed  fstroBg  tonvictidoi) ;  henaw^ 
ttote could  not  ot\ier wite  wield  the  $Mccession  to  $uch  a  master ; 
thttefore  he  ^uc»  for  a  double  portion  of  spirit :  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, to  foreknQw^  ;  tlie  spirit  of  powjr,  to^work.  We  cannot  be 
too  covetoutt^  ^oo  amEibitiouSy  of  spiritual  gifts ;  such  espcciall;^ 
« may  enable  'os  to  ^win  most  advantage  to  God  in  our  vocations* 
Oar  w\sWes  are  the  true  touckstone  of  our  estate.  Such  as  we 
wish  to  be^  we  are*  Worldly  hearts  affect  eartlily  llxings ;  ^piritual^ 
£?'uie.  We  cacoio^  better  kiloVr  what  we  are  indeed,  than  by  what  we 
would  be,  ; 

imjah  acknowledges  the  difficulty,  and  pifomises  the  grant  of 

flo  |;reat  a.  request  \  suspended  yet  upon  the  coiiditioii  of  £Usha> 

cy^i^t :  Jf  thou  see  mt^  when  I  am  taken  from  tkee,^  it  shall  it 

la  tmlo  ihee  ;  hut  if  tuHs  it  shcUl  7wt  be.  What  are  the.  cyes^  to  th^ 

fumituie  of  the  soul  ?  What  power  is  thele  in  those  visive  beiun^ 

to  draw  down  a.  double  portion  of  Elijah's  spirit?  God  doth  nof; 

^wayslook  at  efficaey  and  merit  in  tKe  conditions  of  oor  actio<ia^ 

but  at  the  freedom  of  his 'own  appointmenta.  Tlieevcwos  only 

U>  be  employed,  aa  the  servant  of  the  heart,  that  the  aesires  might 

he.  so  much  more  intended  with  the  sight.  Vehemence  is  the  way 

to  speed,  Ixkh  in  earth  and  in  heaven^    If  hut  the  eye-lids  oif 

Eiisna  Tiall,  if  his  thoughts  slacken,  his  hopes  are  da3hed.  There 

mist  be  Bidedhess  and  vigilance,  in  thos^  that  desire  double  gtaces/ 

Elijah  wafc  going  on,  and  talking,  when  the  cliariot  of  Heahrea 

came  to  fetch  ham.  Surely,  had  not  that  conference  been  needfdl 

;aAd  diyine,  it  hsd  given  way  to  meditation ;  and  Elijah  had  been 

taken  \jqp,  rather  mm  his  kne^,  than  from  his  feet.  Thereoa^ 

be  no  better  potjture  or  state,  for  the  messeluger  of  our  dissoliatioa 

to  Gnd  us  in,  than  in  a  .diH^edt  prpsecution  of  our  calfiitg«  The 

busy  attendance  of  our  holy  rocati6n  is  no  iesa  pleasing  £>  God» 

^han  an  immediate  devotibsk  Happy  is  i&e  servant^  whom  therttus^ 

ier,  when  he  comes ^  shuU^find  so  doit^. 

Oh  the  aingular  glory  of  fhjahl  What  mortal  creature  ever 

had  this  honour,  to  be  visibly  fetched  by  the  angels  of  God  to  his 

heaven  i  Every  soifl  of  the  elect  is  attended  and  cari-ied  to  bless^ 

edness  by  those  invisible  messengers ;  but  wljat  tiesb  and  blood 

was  ever  graced  with  such  a  convoy  ?  •  / 

There  are  three  bodily  inhabitants  of  heavein,  Enoch,  Elijah^ 

our  Saviour  Clirist :  the  tirst,  before  the  Law ;  the  second,  under 

the  Law;  the  third,  under  the  Gospel :  all  three,  in  a^eveml  form 

£i  translation.     Our  blessed  Saviour  raised  hinuielf  to  and  aboiie 

the  heavens,  by  his  own  immediate  power :  he  ascended  as  thfe 

^Soq;  they,  as  ^rvants :  he,  as  God;  tliev,  as  creatures.  Elliafa 

ascended  by  the  visible  ministry  of  angels ;   Enoch,  inscnsibiv. 

Wherefore,  O  God,  hast  thou  done  thus,  but  to  give  us  a  taste  of 

what  shall  be  ?  to  let  us  scc^  that  heaven  was  ;ieyer  shut^  tOi  tlie 

&ithfui  ?  to  give  us  assurance  of  the  future  fflorifTcation  lof  this 

mortal  and  corruptible  part  ?  Even  thus,  O  Savioutr,  i^)ca  thoa 

sbalt  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  ,the  vwst  -  qHl  an 

archanE(el,  and  w'uh  tlifr  tramp  of  God,  we,  that  -are  jilive  aad: 


main,  shall  be  caught  up,  together  ivitfa  the  raised  bodied  of  thjr 
fiaints,  into  the  clouds,  to  meet  thee  in  the  air,  to  dwell  with  thee 
in  glory. 

Many  forms  hare  those  celestial  spirits  taken  to  themselves,  ia 

their  apparitions  to  men ;  but,  of  all  other,  most  ofben  hath  thd 

»    Almighty  made  his  messengers  aflame  of  fire :  never  more  prcu 

gtrly,  than  here.  How  haa  the  Spirit  of  God  kindled  the  hot 
es  of  seal,  ip  the  breast  of  Elijah !  How  had  this  prophet  thrice 
commanded  fire  from  heaven  to  earth !  How  fitly  now,-  at  last,  do 
these  seraphical  fires  carry  him  from  earth  to  heaven. ! 

What  do  we  see  in  this  rapture  of  £^jah,  but  violence  and  ter- 
ror, whirlwind  and  fire ;  two  of  those  fearful  representations,  which 
the  prophet  had  in  the  rock  of  Horeb  ?  Never  any  man  entered 
into  glory  with  ease..  Even  the  most  favourable  change  hath  some 
eoui valency  to  a  natural  dissolution.  Although,  douotleas,  to  Eli* 
jan,  this  fire  had  a  lightsomeness  and  resplendence,  not  terror ;  this 
whirlwind  had  speed,  not  violence.  Thus  hast  thou,  O  Saviour, 
bidden  us,  when  tlie  elements  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  heavens 
^  shall  be  flaming  about  our  ears,  to  lift  up  our  heads  with  joy,  be- 
cause our  redemption  draweth  nigh.  Come  death,  come  fire,  come 
whirl whid ;  the/ are  worthy  to  be  welcome,  that  shall  carry  us  to 
immortality. 

This  arreption  was  sudden ;  yet  Elisha  sees  both  the  chariot, 
and  the  horses,  and  the  ascent ;  and  crjes  to  his  now  changed  mas* 
ter,  between  heaven  and  earth,  My  father  y  myfcUkery  the  chariot 
ijf  Israelj  and  the  horsemen  thereof  Shaphat,  of  Abcl-iheholah> 
hath  yielded  this  title  to  Elijah^  the  natural  father  of  Eiisha,  toth6 
spiritual.  Neither  of  them  may  be  neglected ;  but,  vtfper  the  yoke 
of  oxeil  killed  at  the  farewell,  we  hear  of  no  more  greetings,  no 
«nor^  bewailings,  of  his  bodily  parent ;  arid  now,  uiat  Elijah  is 
taken  from  bim^  he  cries  out  lise  a  distressed  orphanv  My  father ^ 
my  father ;  and  when  he  hath  lost  the  sight  of  nim,  he  rends  his 
doliies  in  pieces,  according  to  the  &shion  of  the  most  passionate 
mourners. 

That  Elisha  sees  his  master  half  way  in  heaven,  cannot  take 
away  the  sorrow  of  bis  loss.  The  departure  of  a  fiiithful  prophet  of 
Godf  is  worthy  of  our  lamentation. 

,  Neither  is  it  priAttte  afFection,  that  must  sway  our  grief,  but  re- 
spects ^  to  the  public:  Elisha  guys,  not  only  ^  My  father  jhitt  the 
chariot  and  horsemen  of  Israel.  That  we  nave  foregone  a  father 
should  not  so  much  trouble  u»,  as  that  Israel  hath  lo^  his  guard* 
Certainly,  the  view  of  this  heavenly  chariot  and  horses,  that  came- 
for  Elijah,  puts  Elisha  in  mind  of  that  chariot  and  horsemen, 
which  Elijah  was  to  Israel.  These  were  God^s  ciiariots ;  Elijah  was 
theirs.  God^s  chariot  and  theirs  are,  upon  the  sanne  wheels,  mount- 
ed into  heaven.  No  forces  are  so  strone,  as  the  spiritual.  The 
ners  of  an  Elijah  are  more  powerful,  than  all  the  armies  of 
.  The  first  thing  that  this  seer  discerns,  after  the  separation 
of  his  master,  is,  the  nakedness  of  Israel  in  his  loss.  If  we  muster 
soldiitrsi  aad  lose  aealous  prophets,  it  is  but  a  woefid  exchange. 


tHB  ^AFTVnjt  Of  MU4AH.  $t 

EUJeh^s  mantle  ialis  from  hiniy  in  the  rising.  There  waa  tib  vuwr 
of  that,  whither  lie, was  going ;  there  was^  whence  be  was  taken. 
Elisha  justly  takc(i  up  this  dear  inonuinent  of  lus  gloritied  master  ^ 
a  good  supply  for '  nis  rent  varments :  this  was  it,  which,  in  pfe-t 
sage  of  hi;»  future  right,  Elii^i  invested  hini  witlial,  upon  tiie  firs^ 
^ght,  wtiea  he  was  plou^Ung  witii  tlie  twelve  yoke  ot  oxen  ;  no^ 
it  fails  froBi  heaven  to  his  podseseion,  I  do  not  see  him  adore  so  pre^ 
cious  ^  relique ;  I  see  hicn  take  it  up ;  cast  it.  about  hiin. 

Pett)»LTe  and  mastedess  doth  lie  now  come  baok  to  the  banks  of 
Jordan  }  ivb^^^  stream  he  must  pass,  in  his. return  to  the  schools  oi 
the  prophets.  Erew}iile,  he  saw  wliStt  way  that  river  gave  tp  tlie^ 
mantle  of  Elijahs  He  knew  that  power  was  not  in  the  elpth,  but 
in  the  spirit  of  him  that  wore  it;  to  try  tlfterefore,  whether  h9 
were  no  less  the  heir  of  that  spirit,  tliaii  of  that  garment,  Jle  took 
the  viantle  of  Elijah^  and  snwle  the  waters^  and  said^  IV here  is  the 
Lord  God  of  Elijah  ?  Elisha  doth  not  expostulate  and  .challenges^ 
Vut  pray.  As  if  he  had  said^  '^  Lord  God)  it  was  thy  promise  to/ne 
by  wy  departed  master>  that,  if  I  should  see  him  in  his  last  pas* 
S9ge|  a  double  portion  of  his  spirit  should  be  upon  me.  I  foUqwel 
hiai  with  tny  eyes,  in  that  fire  and  whirlwind ;  now  therefore,  O 
Gody  make  gockl  tliy  gjracious  word  to  thy  servant ;  shew  hqjxm 
token  upon  me  for  good :  make  this^  the  iir^t  proof  of  the  mira- 
culous power,  wherewith  thou  shalt  endue  me :  let  Jordan  giv^tiie 
same  way  to  me,  as  it  gave  to  my  master .''  Immediately,  the 
stream,  as  acknowledging  the  same  mantle,  though  in  another 
htnd,  divide  itself,  ^nd  yields  passage  lo  the  successor  of.  Elijah, 

The  fifty  sops  of  tlie  prophets,  having  been .  a&r  off  witnesses 
of  these  admirable  events,  do  well  see,  that  Elijah,  though  tmns^ 
kted'^in  -body,  hath  yet  left  his  spirit  behind  him.  They  meelEti^ 
sha,  and  bow  themselves  to  the  ground  before  him.  It  was  not  the 
outside  of  Elijah,  which  they  had  wont  to  stoop  unto,  with  so  much 
veoeraticMi :  it  was  his  spirit ;  which,  since. they  now  find  ia  ano^ 
ther  subject,  they  entertain  with  equal  reverence.  No  envy^  no 
emulation;  imiseth  up  their  stomachs  against  Elijah's  servant;  but^ 
where  tbey  see  eminent  graces^  tliey  are  willingly  prostiute,  Those, 
that  are  truly  gracious,  do  no  less  rejoice  in  the  riches  of  otliers^ 
gifb,  than  humbly  undervalue  their  own.  These  men  were  trained 
up  in  the  schools  oi  the  prophets;  Elisha,  art  the  plough  and  cart  { 
yet  now  they  stand  not  upon  terms  of  their  worth  and  his  mean* 
ness,  but  meekly  fall  down  before  him  whom  God  will  honour,  it 
is  not  to  be  regarded,  who  the  man  iS|  but  whom  God  would  make 
hioK  The  mcoe  unlikely  the  means  is,  the  more  is  the  glory  of  ths 
workman.  It  is  the  praise  of  a  holy  ingenuity,  to  magnify  the 
graces  of  God,  wherever  it  finds  them.  ji^ 

These  young  prophets  are  no  less  full  of  seal,  than  reverence  \ 
zeal  to  Eujab,  reverence  to  Elisha.  They  see  Elijah  carried  up  in 
theair;  tiiey  knew  this  was  not  the  first  time  of  his  supernatural 
temorid ;  imagining  it  therefore  possible,  that  the  Spirit  of  Ood 
liad  east  him  upon  some  remote  mountain  or  valley,  theyproifer 
tltt labour  of  their  serrants  to  seek  him.  In  some  tlungsi.eves  pro. 


S2  •  toONTEMrtATIOMS, 

ftsBed 'seers  ai^  blind:  Gotdd  they  think  God  would  send  suclia 
chariot  and  hofses,  for  a  less  voyage  than  heaven  ?  *  - 

:  ^Eiisha,  knowing  his-  master  bsyond  all  the  sphere  of  mortality^ 
forbids  them.  Good  will  makes  them  umnantterly :  theit  importu- 
nity urges  him,  till  h^is  ashafned  :  not  bis  approbation ,  but  their 
tehemence,  carries  ^t  last  a  condescent :  else,  he  mijght  perhaps 
hav^  seemed  enviously  unwilling^  to  ietch  back  so  adMiired  a  ina»« 
ter ;  and  loth  to  forego  that  mantle«  Some  things  maybe  yielded^ 
fipr  the  redeeming  of  our  own  vexation^  and  avoidance  of  others* 
Miscoi^ruGtion,  which^out  of  true  jli^gcnent,  we  see  nH  ciause  to 

afltect. 

<  The  messengers,  tired  with  three  days^  search,  turn  back,  as  wise 
as  they  went. ,  Some  men  are  best  satisfied,  when  they  have  weaned 
tiiemselves  in  their  own  ways :  nothing  will  teach  them  wit,  but 
disap(>ointmeBts.  Their  painful  error  l^ds  them  to  a  right- conceit 
of  Elijah's  happier  transpottation. 

Those,  that  would  find  Elijah,  let  them  aMpire  to  tKeheavetily 
Paradise.  Let  them  folbw  the  high  steps  of  his  sincere  faithful* 
aess,  strong  patience,  undaunted  courage,  fervent  zeal.  Shortly, 
let  them  walk  in  the  ways  of  hts  holy  and  constant  obedience :  at 
iMt,  God  shall  send  the  nery  ei}ariot  of  death,  to  fe^di  them  up  to 
that  heaven  of  heavens,  wKere  they  shafl  triumph  in  everiasting 
joysy-  2  Kings  iu 


ELISHA' HE ALING  THE  WATERS,  CURSING  THE  CHIL- 
DREN, RELIEVING  THE  KINGS, 

It  is  good  axakiog  use  of  a  prophet,  while  we .  have  hint. . .  Elisha 
stayed  some  while  at  Jericho :  the  citizens  resort  to  hiin^  with  a 
common  suit :  their  structure  was  Mt  more  {feasant,  than  their 
waters  unwholsome ;  and  their  soil,  by  those  corrupt  waters:  they 
sue  to  Elisha  for  the  mmiedy.    . 

Why  had  they  not,  all  this  while,  made  their  moan  to  Elijah  i 
Was  it,  that  they  ^msat  more  awed,  with  his  greater  austerity  \  Or 
was  it,  that  they  met  not  with  so  fit  an  €»pportunity  of  his  commo- 
ratioo amongst  them?  It. was  told  them,  what  power  Elisha  had 
exercised  upon  the  waters  of  Jordan;  aiid  now  ^  they  ply  him  for 
theirs.  Examples  of  beneficence  easily  move  us,  to  a  request  and 
expectation  of  favours. 

what  ailed  the  waters  of  Jericho  ?  Sureljr,  originally  diey  were 
not  ill  aiHected^  No  men  couki  be  so  foolish,  as  to  build  a  city^ 
where  neither  earth  nor  water  were  useful.  Merc  prospect  could 
not  carry  mpn  to  the  neglect  of  health  aend  profit.  Hiel,.  the  Bethe- 
lite,  wouldnever have  needified  it,  with  dao^  of  a  curse,  so  late- 
ly as  in  the  days  of  Ahab,  if  it  had  been  oi.  old  aotorioiis"  for  so 
foul  an  annoyance.  Not^iefocetbeancientmaledictiono^Jpshua, 
not  the  nesghbourhood  of  that  noisaaifikke  of  Sodoniy  was  guil^' 
of  this  disease  of  the  soil  and  watosi  bat  the  late  sifis  of  the  in- 
hibitxitsk : ,  J^t  tucneik  Ihe  roars  2ata:a..wiidsmesr^^aad, 
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into  a  dry  ground ;  a  fruitful  land  into  barrenness^  fgr  the 
vietedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein.  How  oft  have  >ve  seen  the 
sme  &eki  both  full  and  famishing !  How  oft,  the  same  waters  both 
safe,  and  by  some  irruption  or  new  tincturci  hurtful  I  Howsoever 
tntorai  causeB  may  concur,  heaven,  and  earth,  and  air,  and  waters 
ftttoiw  die  temper  of  our  souls,  of  our  lives ;  and  are  therefore  in* 
disposed,  because  we  are  so. 

Jericho  began  now  to  make  itself  capable  of  a  better  state,  since 
it  was  now  become  a  receptacle  of  prophets.  Elisha  is  willing^  to 
mtify  his  hosts.  It  is  reason,  that  any  place  should  fare  the  better 
m  the  presence  of  divines. 

The  medicine  is  moce  Strang,  than  the  disease ;  Bring  me  a 
9€V  cruse,  and  put  salt  therem.  Why  a  cruse  ?  why  new }  why 
Ak  in  that  new  cruse  ?  How  should  sak  make  water  potable  ?  Or, 
if  there  wese  any  such  virtue  in.  it,  what  could  a  cruseful  do  to  a 
whole  current  ?  Or,  if  that  measure  were  efficient,  what  was  the 
age  of  the  cruse  to  the  force  of  the  salt  ?  Yet  Elbha  call&for  salt 
in  a  new  cruse.  God,  who  wrought  this  by  bis  prophet,  is  a  free 
agent.  As  he  will  not  bind  his  power  to  means,  so  will  he  by  hi^ 
power  bind  unlikely  means  to  perf6rm  his  will.  Natural  properties 
nave  no  place  in  miraculous  works.  No  less  easy  is  it  for  God,  to 
work  by  contrary,  than  subordinate  powers. 

The  prophet  doth  not  cast  the  salt  into  the  channel,  but  into 
the  sptingj  of 'the  waters.  If  the  fountain  be  redre^ed,  the  streams  ' 
cannot  be  faulty :  as  contrarily.  the  purity  and  'soundness  of  the 
stream  avaib  notllhg,  to  the  redress  of  the  fountain.  Refoi^tion 
must  be^n  at  the  well  head  of  the  abuse.  The  order  of  being  is  a 
good  guide  to  the  method  of  amending.  Virtue  doth  not  run  back* 
ward.  Had  Elisha  cast  the  «Jt  into  the  brooks  and  ditches,  the  re-^ 
medy  nuast  have  striven  against  the  stream,  to  reach  up  to  the 
spring  :  now  it  is  but  one  labour,  tp  cure  the  fountain.  Our  heart 
Is  a  well  of  bitter  and  venomous  wafter;  our  actions  are  the  streams : 
in  vain  shall  we  cleanse  our  hands,  while  our  hearts  are  evil. 

The  cruse  and  the  sak  must  be  their  own  ;  the  a^t  must  be  his ; 
the  power,  God*s :  he  cast  thi^  dak  into  the  spring,  and  said ;  Thus 
saitn  the  Lord,  I  have  healed  these  waters ;  there  shall  not  be  from . 
thence  angf  more  death  or  barrenness.  Far  was  it  from  Elisha,  to 
challenge  ought  to  himself.  Before,  when  he  should  divide  the  wa* 
ters  of  Jordan,  he  did  not  say,  *'  Where  is  the  power  of  Elisha  >** 
but.  Where  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah  ?  And  now,  when  he  should 
cure  the  waters  of  Jericho,  he  says  not,  *'  Thus  saith  Elisha,^  but^ 
Thus  saiih  the  Lord,  I  have  healed  these  waters.  How  careful  is 
die  man  of  God,  tliat  no  part  of  God's  glory  should  stick  to  his 
own  6ngers !  Jericho  shall  know,  to  whom  they  owe  the  blessing  ;• 
that  they  may  duly  return  Uic  tlianks.  Elisha  professes  he  can  ao 
no  more  of  himseff  ,  than  that  salt  j^  than  that  cruse :  only  God  sbaU 
work  by  hioi,  by  it ;  and  whatever  that  Almighty  hand  undertakes^ 
cannot  mil,  yea  is  already  done.  Neither  doth  he  say,  '<  I  will  beal,'^ 
but,  I  have  healed.  Even  sq,  O  God,  if  thou  ci)st  into  the  fouu'*'!' 
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tMi.df  jour  heart8.bat  otie  crusefulof  Uiesak-  of  thy  Spirit^  #e8f^ 
Hthoie  ■;.  no  thoiigbl  can  pass,  between  the  teceipt  and  the  rein^y« 
/vAjSi.  the  gen«»l  .visitor  of  th^  dchoola  of  the  propheta,  Eiisha 
pa^seth  from  Jeriobo  to.  that  other  college  at  Bethel.  Bethel  was  a 
I^c^of  fliU^Qge  composition :  there  were,  at  once,  the  golden  calf 
(^.  Jer^boatHi  and.  the;  school  of  God :  true  religion  and  idolatry 
found  a  free  harbour,  within  those  walls.  I  do  not  marvel,  that 
Go<fs.  prophets  #oi!dd  plant  there*:  there  was  the  most  need  of 
theicpi^ence,: where  they  found  the  spring  bead  of  ccnrraptvan  : 
pliysijDiaiis  are  of  most  use^  where  diseases  do  abound. 

As  he  was  going  up  by  the  waj/j  there  came  forth  little  children 
^ijft-hctity^  uf^  inocKtd  him^  and  said  t9  kim^  Goup^  tkouiald^ 
k^Ud ;-  G&  upf  thou  hM-head.  Even  the  very  boys  of  Bethel  havift 
|eatn6d  to  scoff  at  a  prophet :  the.s{Mte  of  their  idolatrous  paretits 
IS  easily  propagated.  Children,  are  such  as  their  institution.  In^ 
fancy  is  led  altogether  by  imitation :  it  hath  neither  words  nor  acx 
tions,  but  infused  by  dtners :  if  it  have  good  or  ill  language,  it  is 
but  borrowed  \  and  the  rf)ame  6r  thank  is  due,  to  those  that  lent 
it  them. 

.What. was  it»  that  these  ill-taught  children  upbraided  to  th^ 
prophet,  but  a  sdight  natural  defect,  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  ble« 
mish,  the  want  of  a  little  hair  ?  at  the  best»  a  comely  excrement^ 
BO  partdf  the  body;  Had' there  been  defoitoity  in  that  smoothness 
of  uiehead,  which  some  great  wits  havehonouiedw^th  piai^es,  a 
faultless  and  remediless  Eyesore  bad  been  no  fit  matter  for  a  taunt. 

How  small  .occammsbwill  be  takenroo  disgrioe  a  propbat !  If 
they  could  have  said,  ought  i^orse's  Klibhai  heul  not  htard  of  thiis. 
God.  had  crowned  tbttnead  with,  hodoitr^  which  the  B^tfaclitish 
children  loaded  wtiii  scorn. 

Who  would  havu  thonght  the*  rude  terms  of  waggish  boyte  wor^ 
thy  of  any  thing,  bait  .ndgleet }  'Eliaha  kmks  at  thsm^with  severe 
brows,  aM,  like  thebdr  of  laift  that 'caHed  dowa  fire  upon  the 
two  captsius  and  their  fifties,  Uursfes  tbenrin  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Two  sbe^bears' out  of  the  wood^haM^ntobe  his  executionein,  and 
tear  twd  and  forty  of  them  in  pieties.  O  feorfol  exainpfe  of  dirine 
justice  ]  Thi^  was  not  the  revenge  Ndf  Am  'etigry  t)rophM :  It  was 
Uie  punishment  of  a  righteous  judge^^  God  and  his  seer  iooked 
thn»uffh  these  children,  at  tiie  parents;*at:all  I^eK  'Hewoutd  pu* 
nish  the  parents'  misnmturing  thefr  <;hild!ren^  to  the  eohiemptuou!^ 
U9ige  of  a  prophet,- with  the  deadi  tf  tlvj^  ciiildrefi>  whtcn  t\itf 
IjadL  mjstaught :  lie  .would  teach  isradl|  what  it  was  to  mii^<K  s 
prophet.:  and,  if  he' would  ncitv  endure  tliese  cotittimc4)es  utu^« 
irertRed  in  the-mcmtiis  of  children, 'whan  veug^iice  f^  ifftdtighfer 
^ged  pefsecutors?  •    '  '  V  '.  ! .    •      i     '  • 

«.  Doubtless^  some  of  die  cbildrai  escaped,  to  te^  tb|»  uews  of 
theii'  felio^.  Wbat-laoienution  dp  (wc  think4h^vd  wai^  vn  «he  mi^S 
of  Bethel  i  How  didxhe  diittre^ed  mothers  wring 'their*hatyds>  fbr 
thi&.woefitl' orbatton  t  And  now,  when  alley  came  foith'to'fet^h 
'tliQ.i'^mnai^.  of^tfasir  own  fle^  what  a  «^  speclJaole-  itw^^  to 
find  ^e  fields  strewed  with  tho^ia  mangled  carcases  !  It  Is  ttoin* 
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profitable  sorrow,  that  follows  a  judgment.  *  Had  tfiese  parents 
Dcen  as  carefbl,  to  train  up  tTieir  cl41dr6n  hi  good  mscipline  and  tp 
correcftbeir  disorders,  as  they  aite  ndw  passionate  in  bemoaning 
their  loss,  this  slaughter  had  never  been.  Ja  vain  do  we  look\f6f 
good  of  those  children,  whose  feducatiori'We  hare  neglected :  in 
Trin  do  we  grieve  for  those  miscarriages^  which  our  care  might 
faareprei^ented. 

Bisha  knew  the  success,  yet  doth  he  not  balk  the  city  of  Bethel: 
I>o  we  not  wonder,  that  the  furious  impatience  of  those  parents^ 
whom  the  curse  of  Elisha  robbed  of  their,  children,  did  not  bi^K 
forth  to  ^me  malicious  practice  aigarnst  the  frophet  ? '  Would  we 
not  diiDk  the  prophet  might  misdoubt  some  h&rd  n^e^isure,  from 
tfiose  exasperated  citizens  ?  There  by  his  way.'  He  follows  God, 
without  fear  of  men  ;  as  well  knowing,  that  either  they  durst  not 
or  they  could  not  act  violence.  They  knew  tliere  were  belEirs  in 
the  wood  and  fires  in  heaven  ;  and,  if  their  malice  would  have  ven- 
tared  above  their  courage,  they  could  liave  no  more  power  over 
Elidia  in  the  streets,  than  those  nungry  beasts  had  in  the  way.  Whi« 
ther  dare  not  a  prophet  go,  when  God  calls  him } 

Having  visited  the  schools  of  the  propheti,  Elisha 'telires  to 
mount  Carmel ;  and,  after  some  holy  solitariness,  retul*f)s*  to  th^ 
city  of  Samaria.  He  can  never  be  a' profitable  seer,  that  is  eitheif 
always  or  never  alone.  Carmel  shall  nt  him  for  Samaria ;  cpntem- 
plationj  for  action.  That  mother  city  of  Israel  must  needs  afford 
ium  most  work.  .  .  ' " 

Yet  is  the  throne  of  Ahaziah  succeeded  by  a  brother  less  ill, 
than  himself;  than  the  parents  of  both.  Ahab*s  impiety  hath  ttot 
a  perfect  heir  of  Jehoram.  That  son  of  his  hates  his  Baal,  though 
he  keeps  his  calves.  Even  into  the  most  wicked  ^milies,  it  pleas^ 
eth  God  to  cast  his  most  powerful  resttaints,  thit  all  are  not  equally^ 
vicious.  It  is  no  news,  to  see  leWd '  ihen  make  scrUpb  of  soihe 
sms.  The  world  were  not  to  lire  in,  if  all  sins  Wfere  anected  by  all. 
It  is  no  thank  to  Ahab  and  Jezebcf,  that  their  son  Is  ijo  Baalitel 
Ai  no  good  is  traduced  from  parents,  so  not  all 'evil.  *  There  ifJ  au^ 
Ahmgnty  hknd,  that  stops  the'  foul  current  of  natlire'at  hfc'  plea^' 
sure.  No  idolater  can  say,  that  his  cHild  shall  not  be  a  cohvert. 

The  affinity  betwixt  the  houses  of  fsirk^l  anctJ^ud^hyholds^ookl 
in  succession.  Jehoram  inherits  the  friendship,  the  aid  Of  Jeho- 
sfaaphat';  whose  counsel,  as  is  most  likely,  had  (iured  him  Of  thaf 
Baabsm. 

It  was  a  good  war,  whereto  he  solidts  the  good  kidg  of  Judah. 
The  kins:  OT  Moab,  who  had  been  im  ancient  tributary  from  the 
days  of  David,  falls  now  from  his  homage;  pnd  refuses  pq  pay 
Ids  hundred  thotisaihd  lambs,  k  hundred  thousand  Vams  With  fleeces, 
to  the  ki^g  of  Israel.  The  Dacks  of  Israel  can  iU  miss  the  ^oo!  c£ 
Moab  :  theV|'.«riH  pdt  on  iron,  to  recover  their  cloth.  , 
*  Jdmsbapnfit  ^d  been  once  well  chid,  well  frighted,  fof  joining 
wkh  Atalr  Jtoihist  Aram ;  yetllothhe  not  stick,  Mw  again'tb  com^ 
nm  thef'fiiila^SHtK^  Jehoram  against  Moab,  The  cause  is  more.fa- 
voorable,  less  diCn^ous :  )3aai  is  ca^  down  :  tbe  ixniige^  t^f  tli^ 
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false  gods  are  gone,  though  the  false  images  of  the  true  Ood  stand 
still  :  beside^  this  rebellious  Moab  had  joined  with  the  Syrians 
formerly  against  Judah,'  so  as  Jehoshaphat  is  iuterested  in  the  rer* 
venge. 

After  resolution  of  the  end,  ivi^Iy  do  these  kings  deliberate  of 
the  way.  It  is  agreed  to  pass  through  Edom.  That  kinffdom  was 
annexrato  the  crown  of  Judah:  well  might  Jehoshaphat  make 
bold  with  his  own.  It  was,  it  seems,  a  march  fv  about  in  the  mea- 
sure of  the  way,  but  nearest  to  their  purpose  :  the  assault  would 
be  thus  more  easy,  if  the  passaTO  were  more  tedious. 

The  three  kings  of  Israel,  Jtid'ah,  Edom,  together  with  their 
armies,  are  upon  foot.  They  are  no  sooner  come  into  the  parch- 
ing wilds  of  Edom,  than  they  are  ready  to  die  for  thirst,  if  the 
cnannels  were  far  off,  yet  the  waters  were  further :  the  scorching 
beams  of  the  sun  haye  dried  them  up,  and  have  left  those  rivers 
more  fit  for  v^lk  than  entertainment.  What  are  the  greatest  mo-^ 
narchs  of  the  world^  if  they  want  but  water  to  their  mouths  ?  Wliat 
can  their  crowns,  and  plumes,  and  rich  arms  avail  them,  when  they 
are  abridged  but  of  that,  which  is  the  drink  of  beasts  ? 

With  dry  tongues  and  lips  do  they  now  confer  of  their  common 
misery.  Jenoram  deplores  the  cahmiity,.  into  which  they  were  fal- 
len ;  but  Jehoshaphat  asks  for  a  prophet.  Every  man  can  bewail  a 
misery :  every  man. cannot  find  tne  way  out  of  it.  Still  yet  I  bear 
good  Jehoshaphat  speak  too  late.  He  sliould  have  inquired  for  a 
rophet,  ere  be  had  gone  forth  ;  so  had  he  avoided  these  straits. 
'ot  to  consult  at  all  with  God,  is  Jehoram's  sin  ;  to  consult  late, 
is  Jehoshaphat^s  :  the  former  is  atheistic  carelessness;,  the  latter,, 
forgetful  oversight.  The  best  man  may  slacken  good  duties;  the 
worst  contemns  theii\.. 

Not  without  some  specialty  from  God,  doth  Etisha  follow  the 
camp ;  else,  that  had  been  no  element  for  a  prophet.  Little  did 
the  good  kin^  of  Judah  think,  that  God  was  so  near  him.  Pur- 
posely was  this  holy  seer  sent,  for  the  succour  of  Jchoshapliat  and 
his  faithful  followers,  when  they  were  so  far  from  dreaming  of  their 
delivery,  that  they  knew  not  of  a  danger.  It  would  be  wide  witli 
the  best  men.  if  the  eye  of  Divine  Providence  were  not  open  upon 
them,  when  the  eye  ot  their  care  is  shut  towards  it. 
.  How  wdl  did  ElisHa  in  tlie  wars !  The  strongest  squadron  of 
Israel  was  within  that  breast.  All  their  anuour  of  proof  had  not  so 
much  safety  and  protection,  as  his  mantle. 

Though  the  king  of  kraei  would  take  no  notice  of  the  prophet, 
yet  one  of  his  courtiers  did  ;  Here  is  Elisha^  the  sonqf  Shaphat^ 
which  poured  water  onthe  haiids  of  Eliiah.  This  follower  of  Jchoram 
kn^ws  Elisha  by  his  own  name,  by  his  father's,  by  his  master's- 
Tb(^  court  of  Israel  was  profane  and  idolatrous  enough,  yet  even 
there  God'^s  prophet  had  both  knowledge  and  honoujr.  His  very 
service  tQ  Elijah  was  enough  to  win  him  reverence.  It  is  better  to 
l^'  an  attendant  of  some  man ;  than  to  be  attended  by  many.  That 
he  .I^d'  po«red  water  on  Elijah's  hands  was  insi^uadon  enough^ 
that  he  could  pour  out  water  for  those  tliree  king^        V 
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The  three  kings  walk  down,  by  the  motb'on  of  Jehosfaaphat,  to 
tbe  man  of  God.  It  was  news^  to  see  three  kings  eoing  down  to 
the  servant  of  him^  who  ran  before  die  charibt  of  Ahab.  Religion 
and  necessity  have  both  of  them  much  power  of  huniiliation ;  I 
knoyr  not  wbetlier  more.  Either  zeal  or  need  will  make  a  prophet 
boDOured. 

How  sharply  dares  the  man  of  Cod  to  chide  his  soverei^n^  the 
tii^of  Israel !  The  liberty  of  the  prophets  was  no  less  smgular 
dai|  their  calling.  He,  that  would  borrow  their  tongue,  must  shew 
their  commission.  As  God  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes,  so  did 
not  they  stick  to  reprove  kings  for  his  sake.  Thus  much  freedom 
they  must  leave  to  their  successors^  that  we  may  not  spare  tlie  vices 
of  tbem^  whose  persons  we  must  spare. 

Josdy  is  Jehoram  turned  off,  to  the  prophets  of  his  father,  and 
Ae  prophets  of  bis  mother.  It  is  but  right  and  equal,  that  those, ' 
vluch  we  have  made  the  comfort  and  stay  of  our  pe^ce,  should  be 
die  refuge  of  pur  extremity.  If  our  prosperity  have  nxade  the 
world  our  God,  how  worthily  shall  our  death  bed  be  choked  with 
tlus  exprobration !  / 

Neither  would  the  case  bear  an  apology,  nor  the  time  an  expos- 
tulation. Jehoram  catindt  excuse  ;  he  can  complain.  He  finds  that 
vm  three  kings,  three  kingdoms,  are  at  the  mercy  of  one  pro- 
phet:  it  was  time  for  him  to  speak  fair :  nothing  sounds  frqm  him,. 
Mt  lamentations  and  entreaties ;  Nay^  for  the  Loi^d.  hath  called 
ihtse  three  kings  together j  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab. 

Jehoram  hath  so  much  grace,  as  to  confer  the'  impotcncy  of 
those  he  had  trusted,  and  the  power  of  that  God  whom  he  Iiad 
neglected :  every  sinner  cannot  see  and  acknowledge  the  hand  of 
God  in  his  sufferings.  Already  hath  the  distressed  prince  gained 
RHoething  by  his  misery*:  none  complains,  so  mucn  as  he ;  none 
feeb,  so  much  as  he :  all  the  rest  suffer  for  him^  and  therefore  he 
sofersin  them  ail. 

'  Tbe  man  of  God,  who  well  sees  the  insufficiency  of  Jehoram's 
huadliation,  lays  on  yet  more  load;  As  the  Lord  livethf  be/ore 
vktm  I  stand.  Surely ,  x^ere  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of 
Jehoshaphaty  the  king  of  Judahy  I  would  not  look  toward  ihee^  nor 
itethee. 

Beh(4d  the  double  spirit  of  Elijah.  The  master  was  not  more 
Wd  with  tlie  father,  than  the  servant  was  with  the  son :  Elisha 
'ras  a  subject,  and  a  prophet :  he  must  say  that  as  a  prophet,  which 
^  inight  not  as  a  subject ;  as  a  prophet  ne  would  not  have  looked 

^t  hib,  whom  tks  a  subject  he  would  have  bowed  to.   It  is  one  thine, 

wfcen  God  speaks  by  him ;  another,  when  he  speaks  of  himself. 

That  it  might  well  appear  his  dislike  of  sin  stood  with  his  honour 

rf  sovereignty,  J[ehosnaphat  goes  away  with  that  respect,  which 

JAoram  missed.  No  less  doth  God,  and  liis  prophet,  regard  reli- 

pottt  sincerity,  than  they  abhor  idolatry  and  profeneness. 
What  shall  not  be  done  for  a  Jehosbaphat  r  For  his  sake,  shall 

*08e  tn^  otlier  princes  and  their  vast  armies  live  and  prevail. 
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Edoin  .an4  Isx^U  whether  single  pr  conioiiied»  had  petbbed,  by 
the'droujght  bf  the  desert,  bjr  tlie  .swoVd  of  Mpab  ;  one.Jehosha^ 
bfiat  gives  them  both  life  ar)d  victory.  It  i^  in  tlie  power  of  ojie 
good  man,  to  oblige  a  world.  We  receive  true,  though,  insensible 
fevours,  from  the  presence  of  the  ri|vhteous.  Next  to  being  goody  { 
it  isiappy  to  converse  with  them  that  are  so :  if  we  be  not  bet^  ] 
tered  by.  their  example,  we  are  hjest  by  their  protectiont  .  •        i 

iVfiQ  wonders  not,  to  Jiear  a  prophct'calj  tov  a  minstrel,  in  the     i 
midst 'of  that  mournful  distress  of  Israel  and  Judah  I  Wlio  would 
ijbt  have  e3^:)ected  his  charge  of  tears  and  prayers,  rather  than  of     \ 
music  ?  How  unseasonable  arQ  soiigs  to  a,  heavy  heart !  It  wiis  not     > 
fbr  theit  ^ai's,  it  was  for  his  own  bosom,  that  Elisha  ^led  for  inu- 
^ic ;  th^t  his  spirits,  after  their  zealous  aeitation^  might  be  sweetly. 
Qomposedy.and  put  into  ameot  temper  for  j:ecfuvi|?|g.the  calm  vi* 
^ons  of  (jpd,  Perhaps  it  was  som^  holy  Ij^v^,,^th^'fblIow,ed  the 
<!amp  of  Jehpshiphat,*  whos^  minstrelsy  wa$  le^uiri^,  fpr  so  sacred 
a  purpose.  Non(i  but  a  (ju\ct  "breast  i^  ^^pabl^  oJf  divine,  re vel^^ 
tions.     Notbing  is  more  jptowerful  to  settle  a  trQubfeH  heart,  thj^q. 
i  melodious  harmony!  Tlie  'Spirit  of  Prophecy  wa^'uot  the.  moi;^ 
invited,  the  prpphpt's  .spirit  wa^  the  hettf^r  di^po8ed,'Uy..plea3ing 
^dtinds.  !fhe.same  God/ that  will  r^^veal  hisv^ill  to  tho  prophet, 
guggests  this  demand ;  Bring  md  (i,  mmitreU  How  mjuiy  say  thuSjj 
when  they' would  put  God  ..from.' 'them!  .Profape  mjirto,  -wantw 
i^usxcv  deoauches  the  soi^l;  and  makis3  n^o  ,1^.  room  for  the  un-^, 
cleail,5plrit,  than  spiritual  mfiody  doth  for  the  divine,      .. ,  , 
.;  No  prophet  had  ever  the  ^Spirit  ^t  command.  ^Tbe/ba^^d  of  the 

Sinstrd  can  do'  nothing,  without  tl^e  Mi>d.  of  the  f-prd..  While 
c  music  soundi  m  the  ear,  G'qd  spoats  to  Ae  he^t,  of  EUsha  f 
Thu$  sbiih  the  TfOrd^^MakeJhi/ valley  J'ldl  qf^^dlUhs;.  m  slialk 
mf^ieewihi^  neither  shdl yf  seeyc^iri  i,^)^ct^MiA.t  valley  f/mlbefult 

'•To^Gerwhii  iihrf  rain  m  the'KcigfAof  that  drought,  would  h^v^ 
seemed  a^  wonderful,  i^,pleasipgj  but,  t9  ^ee  abundanpip  of  wiiter 
wit^dlit'wyna' dr  riinj  was  yet  more  mij|^c.ylous«  X  know  not  l\ow 
the^ight  of  the  meaiis  abates  our  admiration  of  the  effect.  ,WJbere 
no  causcs.can\bc  fdivid  out,  WQ  areforced to  confess omnipotency* 
Elijah  roUeved Tsrael  with  water,  biit  it  was  out  of  the  cloudy,  and 
those  cjouds  rose  from  the  sea^  but  wl^encp  EU^ba  sl^  fetfb  it,  is 
riojt more maryelloiusjttian secret.  .  ,.  '  . 
*  All  that  evening,  ^l'  that  night,,  must, the, fa^tliior  Isi*adland  ^Jut 
dah.bife'exerci.sed  with  exi^ectatioi).  At'tbe  hgur,.9f  tijie  monungi 
sacrifice,  nosoOnei:  did  the  blood  of  thaf  oblation,  gusb.fprth,  than 
the  streanxs  of,  w'aters  gushed  forth  ip to. ^thei^  meiiK  .c;hamiq>^,  apd 
filled  i}}e  touijiWy  with^  a  refreshing  imoMyre.  £lMab  fetched  dijwi^ 
fis  fire,  at  th6.  hpur  of  the  evehiug  .sacrifice;  £iish^  fet9b^d  up. 
his  tester,  at  the  hour  of j  t\ro  mornivg.  sa(crifi(:Q.  God  giyes  xesp^ct 
to  his  o\vn  hdursi;  for  the*  enpoiiragement  ,pf  our  ob^i:vatioa«.  I^ 
bis  wisdoAi  hatb.  sq£  u^  any  peculiar  tim^^'lW^.^^pobt  h^eftup^ 
\^ithqjjt  iiii^sjJl^/  JjIjc  .deyQVQpyf..bf  all  true.  Je\^,.>Jl  jdie  wprki 
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imxt  wde  in' that  hour  oombiaed:  hotv^.saaMPfilUy  do^  Abe  wuw 
4mk  of  God  Dick  oiitj^t  iDBt^nty-wdlifeareiD  bm  jmigbt/«t.  cmeet^^ 
sirerboth  EJisna's  propbaoy*  «ld  his  f^eopje-s  dreyen !••...  -t 
.  The  prophet  hi^h  a^uTM.  thf^  ItiA^iSsr  iH»t.i^.  wtter  ooly i  rbA»t  iCif 
rieiery.  Mw>  brarli  of  «Mmf^,  ^4id  -ifr.  addiYis^eel  to  war.  Fhoir 
ovm  error  shall  ci)t  their  throal^- :  they  n^  aoon  e nbugh  tobeguilk 
tlieaise}¥ea:  the  beami  of  the  risii^  maq^^.  ^i^tering  upon  those 
raporcMia  and  unexpact^d  ^1^era>  icwrie^,  Ai\J^  eyea*  of  jwie 
Moahit^Pf.afleflobhuicti-c^  blood.  Afeway^WffiP  ^ootiigh,  to  £11 
#11  #^  ¥mb  a  falae  noiae;  th^deci^^  /f^ai|e«oliscvrie3  the  imft. 
ginatioQ;  TkisisUood;  the  kif^xiirfi  ^)^ -f^n^  Mnd  tkey  ham 
imttm  0m  mmher)i  ni^  4^^/0*4 ^  JUM  ^poUf    Civil 

^f^  ffiw.'jim  adTa«lliga;4<>  ajHMmon  ^nomyc  thecelare  mist 
tbe  camps  be'spoiM^  b«Miuar  4h?  Jtikiga  hahre^^miitilen  each  olbet. 
Tlioa6»  tliai  Aw  b^.d^OMVtdy  ar(i  giir«ii  «f^'  to.  credulity. \7rhe 
Uoahitef  do:not  esaifiiM*  ailhar.ith^'^iif^tdr  itb^ijKqptvt;  biiit% 
Ja,  oonfismAy?  tt|iW[.A»:aa«|^  of  Iwra^;  i^hom  thcgr  find,  too 
lite,  to  have  no  eaeniea  b4t:weiiiaalv9ea.-.Aa  if  jdeath  would  aoc 
fave haat^ied  esa^gh iQrjiffa^»'  th^y  W^  to ^tchit ;  they  come 
10  cfhatteoge  it :  dt  aeiaMb  ^tpatfthi^  tanaiotiaahly :  they  are  stmt- 
tan^  tMr  ekiexra^qad,  their  landainibteed^  tbeii^iweUsatopped,  thcdr 
tm«  lUkd  r  as  tf  Goif  V9^fU[i$^^  iUKM/tbeb  but-  onbe, 
,  No  oaaeta  areaofimona^i  as.thf  hist  .nfviaiiliiai  of  the  desperate. 
The  king  of  Moab,  mwr  hofi^leai  of  veeovery,  vojudd  be  glad  to 
jinit  np  wiafa  a-  pfeoaiag  i4venge.  With  sev^  hundred  resolute 
Mlcmtfft  hra  rusnea  inloil^e'^Mtt^le,  towards,  the  king  of  Edom.;  as 
if  hr wouhl.bid  d^tth  vei^piiiapiQMpht.he  btit.oarrv.witk  bin  lihait 
ibpibed  Qi^hboar  (  and  oow^ifBadi  with  tha-tapdw,  he  retncn  ; 
and,  Fhefeher  aaaagry  wi^h  his  4«stiny ,  or  asibarhanmst]/!  afiiEctipg 
to  win  hiaf^niei.gods  with  ap  de^r^a  sacnfice/he.«fiem.iKain,  with 
his  own  hapd|  the  blood  of  his  eldest  son,  in  the  sight  oi-lamA^ 
uA  wodaifaim^up  iti  snjoke  td  those  heiliah  cfeitiea.-  Opaodifcious 
ict,  whether  of  rage,'Or,.of  devotioari  :Whatii  handt  oath  Satafa 
^mx  bi»  loiaeiahle  rassals !  What  marrel  isc  it| .  to  ate  miaq  sacrifiqB 
tfamr -sotls^-An  an  unfeU  oblation,  U>  these  .pbaubkitamptera, .when 
their  ovn  teth^ind  b]iood  hath  noibbe^n  spared  PcThejoe  Unatj^rBiit 
to tha^priAo^ of  dvkAe«.  .,       .  *     .^:Kmgsni^*uii^: 

ELISTIA  WITH  THE* 9HVNAMPrf!,«    *  '   -•   ',' 

TicEholy  prophet^  Mpdcr  the  Qld  Tp^t^eni^  dUl  .^Qtabhoctiks 
IQ^nriagf  \^4-  They  did  1^0^  think  theni^ve^  t<^  fHik^ttj  for  an  in^ 
aitution  of  their  Maker.  *       •     ;    .  i   -^  »p  .  -^ 

The  distressed  widoiy  ^f  one  of  ti^  sons  of  tho^  prophets  cotnes 
to  Elijah;  to  bemoan,  her  conditioiji.  Her  lu|d>a^d  i&.  dead.;  arid 
dead,  in  d^bt.  Death  hath  np  .sooner  seized  on  hiH\».tba)i  btir  ivN> 
ams,  the  req^aiqing  coai(ort  of  hec  lifie,  are  tQ  b^  #eiaod  op,  Y^ 
his  credit^M^,  for  pOQdmen,    I^ow  thick  did  the  •  miseries  0f  this 
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tatc,  clogged- with  debts ;  her  children,  ready  to  betaken  for  slaves! 
Her  husband  was>  religious  and  worthy  man.  He  paid  bis  d^ts 
to  nature ;  he  could  not,  to  his  crediitors.  They  are  ci!uel ;  and 
rake,  in  the  scarce  closed  wound  of  her  sorrow ;  passing  an  arrest, 
worse  than  death,  upon  her  sons.  Widowhood,  poverty,  servitude 
have  conspired,  to  make  her  perfectly  miserable. 

Virtue  and  goodness  can  pay  no  debts.  The  holiest  man  may  be 
deep  in  arrearages,  and  break  the  bank  ;  not  through  lavishness, 
and  riot  of  expence ;  (religion  teaches  us  to  moderate  our  hands, 
to  spend  within  the  proportion  of  our  estate;)  but  through,  either 
iniquity  of  times  or  evil  casualties. 

Ahab  and  Jezebel  were  lately  in  the  throne.  Who  oaii  marvel, 
that  a  prophet  was  in  debt  i  It  was  well,  that  any  good  num  might 
.have  his  breath  free,  thdugh  his  estate  were  not. 

Wilfully  to  overksh  our  ability  cannot  stand  with  wisdom  and 

S>od  government ;  btit  no  providence  can  guard  us  from  crosses. 
oliness  is  no  more  defence  against  debt,  than  agaiantdeath.  Graoe 
can  keep  us  from  nnthriftiness ;  not  from  'mint. 

Whitner  doth  the  prophet^s  widow  come  to  bewail  her  case,  but 
toKJisha?  Every  one  would  not  be  sensible  of  her  afllitstiQn  |  or 
if  they  would  pity,  yet  could  not  relieve  her :  Eliska  could  do 
both.  Into  his  ear  doth  she  unload  her  griels.  It  is  no  small  point 
of  %visddm,  to  know  where  ^  plant  our  lamentation ;  otlierwise, 
insteiid  of  comfort,  we  may  meet  with  scorn  and  insultation. 

None  can  so  freely  compassionate  the  hard  terms  of  a  propbdt, 
as  an  Eiisha.  He  finds,  that  she  is  not  querulously  impatient  $  ex- 
pressing her  sorrow,  without  murmuring  and  discontentment;  mak-' 
m^  a  loving  and  honourable  mention  of  that  husband,  who  had 
left  her  distressed :  readily  tlierefore  doth  he  incline  to  her  suo- 
cour ;  JVAat  shttU  J  do  for  thee  f  TM  me  what  hast  thou  in  the 
house  ? 

Eiisha,  when  he  hears  of  her, debt,  asks  of  her  substance^  Had 
her  house  been  furnished  with  any  valuable  commodity,  the  pro* 
phet  implies  the  necessity  of  selling  it  for  satisfaction.  Our  own 
abundance  can  ill  stand,  with  our  engagement  to  others.  It  is  great^ 
infusticc,  for  us  to  be  full  of  oUiers'  purses.  It  is  not  our  own, 
which  we  owe  to  another.  What  is  it  otner  Uian  a  plausible  stealth, 
to  feed  our  hot  \nth  the  want  of  the  owner  ? 

He,  that  could  multiply  her  substance,  could  know  it.  God,  and 
hrs  prophet,  loves  to  hear  our  necessities  out  of  our  own  mouths ; 
Thtne  handmaid  hath  not  any  thing  in  the  house^  save  a  pot  of  oil. 
It  is  neither  news  nor  shame,  for  a  prophet  to  be  poor. 

Grief  and  want,  perhaps,  hastened  his  end :  both  ojf  them  are 
left,  for  the  dowry  of  his  careful  widow,  . 

She*  had  complained,  if  there  had  been  any  possibility  of  reme- 
dy, at  home.  Bashfulness  had  stopped  her  mouth  thus  long,  and 
should  have  done  yet  longer,  if  the  exigence  of  her  children's  ser- 
vitude had  not  opened  it.  No  want  is  so  worthy  of  relief,  as  that 
which  is  lothest  to  come  forth.  Then  he  said,  Go^  borrow  thee 
vessels  abroad  of  all  thj/  neighbours,  even  empt^  vessds ;  borrow 
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9ii  a  few  :  and  wKenthou  art  come  in^thiusialt  skuitheioarupm 
thee  and  upon  tkif  sons^  and  shalt  pour  mU  into  atl  those  vessels^  and 
than  shali  set  aside  that  which  is  full. 

Sbcy  that  owed  much  and  had  nothings  yet  mast  borrow  more^ 
that  sbe  may  pay  all.  Poverty  bad  not  so  discredited  her  with  her 
neighbours^  thtit  they  should  doubt  to  lend  her  those  vessels  empty^ 
which  they  had  grudged  fiilL 

Her  waxA  was  too  well  known :  it  could  not  but  seem  stsange 
to  the  neighbours^  to  see  this  poor  widow  so  busily  pestering  her 
house  with  empty  tubs,  which  they  knew  she  had  nothing  to  fill^ 
They  knew  well  enough  she  had  neither  field,  nor  vineyard,  nor 
oreiard  ;  and  therefore  must  needs  murvel,  at  such  unprofitable 
diligence. 

if  tbeir  curiosity  would  be  inqiiitinff  after  her  intentions,  ahe  is 
commanded  seoresy.  The  doors  must  be  shut  upon  herself  and  her 


sons,  while  the  oil  is  increasing  :  no  eye  shall  see  the  miracle,  in 
working.;  enough  shall  see  it,  once  wrought.  This  act  was  no  less 
a  proof  of  her  raith,  than  an  improvement  of  her  estate  :  it  was  an 


exercise  of  her  devotion,  as  weu  as  of  her  diligence.  It  was  fit  her 
doors  should  be  shut,  while  her  heart  and  lips  were  opened  in  a 
holy  invocation, 

Out  of  one  small  far  was  poured  out  so  much  oil,  as  by  miracu* 
kMu  multiplication  ^Hod  all  thit  empty  4sask.  Scarce  had  that  pot 
any  bottom ;  at  least,  the  bottom  that  it  had,  was  to  be  measured  by 
the  brims  of  all  those  vespals :  thb  was  so  deep,  as  they  were  high ; 
could  they  have  held  more,  this  pot  had  not  been  empty.  Even  so 
the  bounty  of  our  God  gives  g^race  and  glory  according  to  the 
capacity  of  the  receiver  t  when  he  ceaseth  to  infuse^  it  is  ror  want 
of  room  in  the  heart,  that  takes  it  in :  could  we  hold  more,  O  Ood, 
thou  wooldest  give  more :  if  there  be  any  defect,  it  is  in  our  vessels; 
not  in  thy  bendicence. 

How  did  the  heart  of  this  poor  widow  run  over,,  as  with  wonder 
so  with  joy  and  thankfulness,  to  see  such  a  river  of  oil  rise  out  6( 
so  small  a  spring !  Td  sec  all  her  vessels  swinuaing  full,  with  so  be« 
neficial  a  liquor !  '        ^ 

Justly  is  she  affected  with  this  sight :  she  is  not  transported  from 
her  duty.  I  do  not  see  her  run  forth  into  the  street,  and  proclaim 


'  as  not  daring  to  dispose  of  that,  which  was  so  wondrously  given 
her,  without  the  advice  of  him,  by  whose  powerful  means  she  had 
received  it.  Her  own  reason  might  have  sufiicientlv  suggested 
whait  to  do :  she  dares  not  trust  it ;  but  consults  witn  the  oracle 
of  God.  If  we  woi^d  walk  surely,  we  must  do  nothing  without  a 
word.  Every  action,  every  motion,  must  have  a  warrant*  We  can  no 
more  err  with  this  guide,  than  not  err  without  him. 

The  prophet  sets  her  in  a  right  way ;  Go  sell  the  oil^  and  ptnf 
thy  debtf  and  ihe  thou  and  tky  children  on  the  rest.  The  firkt 
care  is  of  her  debts  ;  the  nett,  of  ter  maintenance.  It  should  be 


ECM(i  M^a^cfy^  <n,m\mo»fi»  fm:<heneHS  rod  hat  cfairge^  >m  «fa« 
ave  4U«li|irMid  th»  lUfeiiS4ge»  of  bte  kuabaad.  None  4>i  «thei  eii 
ivas  hers,  till  her  creditors  werdlatiafied ;  til  wt9  hers  that  remained, 
)t  ift  bub  9l<Mltb,  lo  enjoy  a  kommred  mibffUtnice.  While  ^hei  bad 
l^tbiog^  4trt(r|u»  no  i»&  to  owe  ;•  but  whea  .once  ther/vqsseb  were  full, 
fbe  cKuiMuM^We  ;bfQen  guildjcsi^  if  dia  fa&d.oot  tpoid  befeve  she 
fktored.  God  and  bis  propliets  were itboilnbiful:, after. ^thedcbte 
paid,  tiiegp.^o^ideifiot  onlf  agaipst  tk^  thraldom  of  faar  change, 
put  agaiost:  tha  iwan(t.  }t  is  tm  just  .care  of  a  roligious'  bsant,  to 
^fend  the  widow  ami  chiickoo  of  la  prophe^i  from  4istreat^  ^uul 

.  Benold  tbe.tarue  aQrvint-miid  anoeesaoc  of  .Elijab*  Wb^t.  be  did 
to  the  Sareptan  widow,  this  did  to  the  widow  of  a  prophet, .  T^t 
increa^  ^i  khI  was  by^degpreea,;  this  at  once :  /  botii^  equally  rnira* 
(puloua;  this,  sp  much  Diojoe  cbuiiiablei  a$  it  leas  xooeernedrhmu 

ielf#-        :  •  *}  •  '  1 .  i  '^  '-v  >  •  1,  .  ••  •  •.      ■,    r- 

i  H^  Ihat ^ives  kindnesses, 'doth. by  tumsfioaeiv^e them.  •■  EHsfaa 
bath  fetievea  apoor  woman^iis  relieved  bj^ia  rych,  Tiie  Sha«a^ 
fftite, ' a reiigious  and  Hscaitby  naatroii,  tavitoi  foioi  to  her  houses 
Aod  JlQWt  'after  the  first  ^eatectaimiieDtt  fiqdiaig  his  :occaaiocia  tm 
call  him  to  a  frequent  passage  that  way,  moves  her.  husbafid  to  sot 
Dp  and  f«irn9fib;a  ledgtn^ifor  A^imu^tstr.Gfidi  li*  '^  '  ^ 

r  It  was;hh  holaoe5a,'4hat/made:her  .4eainMi0iaf  ttudi  a  'gueati 
Well  might  ahe  hope,ihati9ttf!liian:initiateiivaiikl'pay  arUeasing 
f^  bis  kouse^rent.  .<b  bafmy:flhninmttey  that  might  itoakekersw 
ihe  bo3lesst>f..£lisha! 't.ii   .J  r.'(;.i.  k    ,  •*    :■       .*  •  /;..'».. 

•  Aa  no  ieaa .dutiful  th^iifftidhf^iva^rimppxiB  herfdesire  tpiheir  hua^* 
band,' wfaoffn  her  suit  batfa  drawndo  aij^rtnevshiptia  this*  holy  hoe* 
pitaUty .  fiieased  of  .God  is  that  maH^  'Whp^  bed  ^ieltkthim  a  kelp 

|0,heaJren*'    i*   i.-    :."'•*■    .«:•.»•  j.^s';'"!!   :/j'.  r  Ji'ii'    .i 

The  good  Shunamite  desires  not  to  harbour>£lL&ka  in  one  ef  kef 
wi^nted  lodgings^  she  aokoitsl  her  Iwqbaiid  to  build  bim  a^cbaibber 
{tt  the  wau,!tapart;i  She  knew'thetuxiHftlt.o£<'a/.lfirge  family.uiA 
fer.  the:  qtii^  .meditattons'of  a  prophet;  .tetiredeefls  is.  moat  ^i^eet 
for  the  thoughts  of  a  seer.  »  :   .  \. .        * 

:  Nehker emdd  she  being : kim  toibare  wllh ;  but aets.readyfor 
Isim  a  bed,  a  table,- a  ateol;  and  a  dandlestiek^*and.wHafever  lieoei;. 
sary  utensils,: for  ihia  entertaiDm^. :  fTkeproiiket doth  not  afibet 
debcacy:  fht  takes  care-  to  proi^dafei ki^^ooavenienoe.  iTbase, 
^t  are  truly  piousn  and  devout,  thiok  their  houses  and  their  hands 
cannot  be: too  open>  to  the  .'ineasengers  of  God ;  and  are  radst  giad, 
to  ^xcbaoget  their  carthW  CDsnmodities  foe  the  others'  spiritual; 
Sup^flvity  .ahoukiinet  fall  witbio.  the.care  of  a  prophet,  necessity 

must.       ;  ?   r  .;.•  .         ■     .  '   '^   ' 

.  He,  tkateouhl  pnoridetoil  for  the  widow, '  couU  have  provided 
aU  oentfUl  helpa  far  kimaelf .  What  room  had,  there  been,  for  the 
charity  and  beneficence  «f  others,  if  the  prophet  should  bave  aU 
nf ays  mainlamed  himaelf^  out  of  power  ?  • 

*.  The  holy  man  iff-ao  &r  aociahle,  as  not  ta  neglect  the  friendly 
offer  of  80  kind  a  heaefiBuetor.. .  Q^dly  doth  he  take.ap  his  new 
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lodging  i  an4>  as  ^g)L  pleased  with  sq  <}uieir«  repefe-and  iKifitfuI 
attendance,  be  sends  his  ^erv^nt  G«b^;&i|  M^ith  tb^  message  of  hi« 
itbanksy  wkdi,  a Ju'eaty  of,  retiributioQ  ^  Bf^hold^  thoii  hast^be^^i-care^ 
fid  for  us^  with  all  (his  cart;  What  is  to  be  done  for  iheef  fVotMed 
fhau.  be  ^pktn  far  ta  th^  kmg^  ^4o  4hc  cupiaiffi  ef  iht  h^t?  .-v\n 
iDgenuoya  disppsitu^nxaniiQt  Feosiv^  ifavouj^s^  ly^itbout  |]»oii|f))t9  i£ 
return.  A  wise  <^btor  i&  desirous. jU^  fetribute  in  .soip^  kjM^d,  ai 
may  be  most  acceptable  to  his  obligor^. .  Without  this  distcretion, 
vfre  may  oSer  such  rcquitt^Is,  .as  n^y-se^Qin  goodiy  to  |is;  to  our 
frieadsy  worthless.  Every  onecaQ.obQOse  \>e6t  for  hunsetf.  £liiha 
therefore,  irho  bad  never  been.  VK^ting  in  spiritual,  duties  t»ji^ 
hospitable  a  friend^  gives  the  Shunaniite  the  election  .of  Iw  suit;^ 
ibr  temporal  let^oiopcsipi^  alsOf  Jf  a  jpafui  cao  l^  a  io^r^  by  bis  fa. 
your  tx>  a  prophet.  .  . » 

It  is  a  gooq  hearins^  that  an  Eli^Ii^  is.  v^  supb  grace  at  ^he  ciMirt^ 
that  be  can  promise  himself  acpes«|  to  the  ki^g,  in  a  friend's  suitw 
It  was  notever  thus.  The  itiaie  was>  when  his  master. heard,  M^ 
thou  found  mt^  0  mine,  enemy  ^ :  Now,  the  late  pn-aek  whidh/EI^ 
^  wrought,  in  gratifying  the.ihi:ee  kines  with  water  And.  VfDtmry; 
faatb  enoearcd  him  toth&,ki^g  of  .Israel;  and*  now,  .'^  M^bofaiit 
Qisba?"  .ilyen  that  rpugh  mantle  finds  respect,  i^mong^ /those 
silks  and  tissues.  As  baa  as  Jeboram.  was,  VQl/h^  h^noureil  tbtf 
inan  of  God.  Ife^  that  cpuld  n^ji;  prevail  witlv  an  idolatrpus  hmff^ 
in  a  spiritual  reformation,,  y^t  cai^-carry  a  iciyil:8uit^ 

K^the^  <^h  tb^  prophet,  in  at  sullen  di^coBtentoteiOi^^  fly  off 
firooa  the  -court,  because  he  fotind  his.laboii^  unprofitable;  bul 
ytill  holds  good  terms  yriththat^prince,  whom  h^  cannot  reclaim  t 
and  will  make  use,  nptwitbg^oding,  of  his  countena^pe,  in  matt 
ters,  whether  of  courtesy  or  justice.  .We  may  not  cast  oifour  due 
respec^ts,  evei^  to  faulty  authoirity  \  \>\\%  must  $tili  si^hmit  aod  (Ser. 
list, .where,  we  are  Impelled.  .    :.  »  •     . 

Not  to  his  own  advfmcement,  ^doth  Elisha^  desire  to  itaprorQ  the 
king's  favour,  but  to  the  behoof,  to  the- relief  of  otbens.  If  tfa# 
Sbunamite  haye  h^wneas  at  the  court,  she  shaU  need  no  other  soli* 
citor..  Tliere  cannot  be  a  better  office,  .nor  moi?e  b^seeooiog  a 
prophet,  than  to  speak  in  the  cause  of  the  dufpb  ;•  to.befrieod  tba 
oppressed ;  to  win  greatness,  unto  the  protecfcioa  of  innoeenoe.  d 
.Xb^  good  mstrOQ  oeeda  no  shelter  of  the  great ;  /  dmuM  aming 
wne.  jvwn  pi^Qlpk  i  as  if  she  9idd9  ^-^  The  oourtesy  .is  not  small  id 
itse{f^  but.  not^  useful  to  me^  I  live  here  quietly,.  )n*«  contented 
obscurity  ;<  out  of  the  reach,  either  of  the  glories  .or  cares  of  4 
court  9  tree  from  w|:ongs ;  fBeelrom  envies :  not  so  high,  as  to  pro4 
voke  an  evil  eye*;  not  ^  low,. as  to  be^irodden  dn, .  ibave  neitliar 
feaia  nor  amhitioos»  My  neiglibours*  are  my  friends  (  my  ff temla 
are  my  protectors;  and,  if  I  should  be  so  unhappy  as 'to 'be  tlie 
subject  of  main  inii^ri^,  would  lu^t  stick  to  t>e.;nHne  acivocates. 
Th4s  favour  is  for  those,  that  either  aflfect  greataesii,  ;or  ^r<|an  .on* 
der  oppressions:  Ida  neither;  for,  IJioo  4»nofig'^fn^'OWi*pc9^ 
fUP  O  iSumjumte,  thou  .ahali  not.  eseape  eai^  \  ^ Who.  oAu  beaar 
9f  thy  happy  (^nditm^  fllid  9ofc  9»y^  ^^  Why  aitf  not  1 1^^'^  ><  t 


4*  CONTEMPtATIOWJI. 

|f  tbj^  world  aflbrd  any  perfect  contentment,  it  is  in  a  middle 
estate ;  equally  distant  from  penury,  from  excess:  it  is  in  a  calm 
freedom,  a  secure  tranqmllity,  a  svreet  fruition  of  ourselves,  of 

But  what  hold  is  tbeve,  of  these  ea?thly  things }  How  long  is 
th^  Shunamite  thus  blessed  with  peace  ?  Stiry  but  a  while,  you 
^11  see  hfsp  come  op  her  knees  to  the  king  <^  Israel  ^  pftifully 
^mplaining,  that  she  .was  stripped  of  house  and  land  :  and  now^- 
Gebazi  is  fain  tp  do  that  good  office  for  her,  which  was  npt  ac- 
cepted from  his  master.  Those,  that  stand  fastest  upon  earth, 
have  but  slippery  footing.  No  man  can  say,  th^t  he  sl»dl  not 
need  friends. 

Modesty  sealed  up  the  lifisof  the  good  Shunan(iite:   she  was 
ashamed  to  confess  her  longing:  Gehazi  easily  guessed,  that  her 
barrenness  could  not  but  be  her  affliction.    She  was  childless ;  her 
ihisband  old  :  Elisba  gratifies  her  with  the  news  of  a  son  ^  Aiout 
)this  ^€ason,  ac^rding  ta  the  timiteofVfe^  thou  ^Kaft  hnhrace  q  SQnf 
How  liberal  is  God,  i>y  his  prophet,  in  giving  beyond  hef.  reouests  i 
KiA  seldom,  doth  his  bounty  ovcr^ieach  our  thoughts ;  aha  nieet 
ilfr.>yith  those  benefits,  which  we  thougJit  too  good  for  us  tp  ask. 
'    Greatness,  and  inexpectation,  makes  the  messing  seem  incredi-: 
ble.  Naj/y  my  lord^  thou  man  of  God^  4$  not  Ik  to  thine  ^ndhnaid; 
SVe  are  nev«r  sure  enough  of  ifrhat  we  desire.     \Ve  9^  not  more 
hard  to  believe,  than  loth  to  distrust,  beneficial  events, 
'^    She  well  knew  the  prophet's  holiness  could  not  stand  with  wilfqj 
ftlsehood.     Perhaps,  she  miglit  think  it  spoken  byway  of  trial, 
not  of  serious  affirmation:  a.^  unwilling  therefore,  that  it  should  . 
not  be,  and  willing  to  hear  that  pleading  word  seconded,  she  says^ 
Do  not  lie  to  thine  handmaid. 

Promises  are  made  good,  not  by  iteration,  but  by  the  eflfect. 
"Hie  Shunaniite  conceives;  and  bears  a  spn,  at  the  set  season.  How* 
glad  a  mother  she  was,  those  know  best,  that  have  mourned  undeip 
the  discomfort  of  a  sad  sterility. 

•  The  child  grows  up ;  and  is  now  able  to  find  out  his  {lather  in 
Ab  field,  amongst  his  reapers.  His  fitther  now  grew  young  ag^in^ 
with  the  preasure  of  his  sight ;  and  more  joyed,  i(i  this  spring  of 
faift>  hopes,  than  in  all  the  crops  of  ^is  harvest. 
'.  But  what  stability  is  tliere,  in  these  earthly  delights  f  The  hot 
beams  of  the  sun  beat  upon  that  head,  which  tod  much  care  bad 
tnade  tender  and  delicate.  The  child  cotflplains  to  his  (atlijet  of 
his  pain !  Oh,  that  grace  could  teach  us  what  nature  teacHes  in^ 
iants,  i»i  ail  .our  troubles  to  bemoan  ourselves  to  oiir  hca%H;nIy  fa* 
ther  I  He  sends  him-to  his  mother.  Upon  her  lap,  about  uoon^^ 
the  child  dier4 ;  as  if  he  would  return  his  soul  into  that  bosom,  from*  . 
which  it  was  derived  to  him. 

The  good  Shunamite  hath  lost  her  son ;  her  faith  she  hath  not 
lost.  Passion  hath  not  robbed  bet  of  her  wisdom.  As  not  dis* 
tracted,  with  an  accident  so  sudden,  so  sorrowful,  she  lays  her 
dead  child  upon  the  prophet's  bed :  she  locks  'the  door ;'  she  hides 
he¥  grt^y  lese  that  consternation  might  hinder  her  design ;  slie 


ELISH4  WITH  THE  SHOIIAMIXE^  4$ 

issteBS  to  het  busband  (  and^  «9  not  daring  ta  be  otb^  tban  offi« 
cioiu  in  so  distTf^sful  an  occasion »  acquaints  him  with  her  jouifney:^ 
though  not  with  the  cause  ^  requires  of  him  botli  attendance  and 
conveyance. 

She  po$t:»  to  ik}ount  CaraieL    She  cannot  so  soon  find  out  tho 

roan  of  God,  as  he  hath  found  her.    He  sees  het  afar  off;  and^ 

like  a  thankful  guest,  sends  his  servant  hastily*  to  meet  her,  to  in-4 

quire  of  the  hewh  of  herself,  her  husband,  her  child*    Her  errand 

was  not  to  Gehasi ;  it  was  to  Elisha.   No  messenger  shall  interrupt 

her ;  no  «at  shall  receive  her  complaint,  but  the  prophet^s«   Down 

she  falls  passionately  at  his  feet ;  and,  forgetting  the  fashion  of  hot 

bashful  strangeness^  lays  hold  of  him,  whether  in  a  humble  vene« 

lation  of  his  |jerson)  or  in  a  fervent  desire  of  satisfaction.  Gebsusi, 

who  well  knew  how  uncouth,  how  unfit  this  gesture  of  salotatioa 

was  for  his  master,  offers  to  remove  her,  and  admonisheth  her  of 

hei  distance.     The  merciful  prophet  easily  appreliends,  that  no 

<^inary  occasion  could  so  transport  a  grave  and  well-go veroed 

matron ;  as  therefore  pitying  her  unknown  passion,  he  bids.  Lei 

her  alone ;  for  ktr  soul  is  vexed  within  her ;  and  the  Lord  hatk 

hid  iifrmn  vie^  and  hath  not  told  we.     If  extremity  bf  grief  have 

made  her  unmannerly,  wise  and  holy  Elisha  knows  how  to  pardon 

it.     He  dares  not  add  sorrow  to  the  afBicted.     He  can  better  bear 

an  unseetfiUness  in  her  greeting,  than  cruelty  in  her  molestatioo.     > 

Great  was  the  familiarity,  that  the  prophet  had  with  his  God; 

and,  as  friends  are  wont  mutually  to  impart  their  counsels  to  each 

other,  so  had  the  Lord  done  to  him.    Elisha  was  not  idle  on  mount 

Carmd.    Wtiat  was  it,  that  be  saw  not  from  thence  i   Not  heaven 

only,  but  the  world  was  before  him ;  vet  the  Sbunamite's  loss  is 

concealed  froih  him :  .neithe^  doth  he  sname  to  confess  it.     Oft^' 

times,  those,  tiiat  know  greater  matters,  may  yet  be^ignorant  of 

the  lesB«     It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  finite  creature,  not  to 

know  something.    By  her  mouth,  will  God  tell  the  prophet,  wbat^. 

by  vision,  he  had  not ;  Then  she  said^  Did  J  desire  a  soti  of  n^ 

lord ?  Did  I  not  say^  Do  not  deceive  me? 

Deep  sorrow  is  sparing  of  words.  The  expostulation  could  not 
be  more  short,  more  quick,  mpre  pithy.  ^^  Had  I  begged  a  son, 
periiaps  my  importunity  migiit  hare  been  yielded  to,  in  auo^en 
Too  much  desire  is  justr^  punished  with  loss.  It  is  no.  marvel,  if 
what  we  wring  from  God  prosper  not<  l^his  fi^vour  to  me  \ya$  of 
thine  own  motion  :\thy  suit,  O  Jflisha,  made  me  a  motlieri  Couldst 
thou  intend  t4>  tofment  me  with,  a'  blessing  ?  How  much  more  easy 
bad  the  want  of  il'  son  been,  th%n  the.  miscarriage  {  barrenness,  tfian 
'orbation  ?  Wa$  th&fi^  p^  other  end  ;of  my  having  n  ^on,  than  tliut 
I  might  lose  him?  -O  inan  of  Qod^ldt  me> not idouo^luin  of  a  criier 
kindness.  Thy  prayers  gave  me  a  son  (  let  thy  prayers  restore 
him.  Let  not  my  dutiful  respects  ^o  thee  be  repaid  witli  an  aggra- 
vation of  mi^ettj 'jn^vts  not  thy  handmaid  ^au^e  to  wish,  that  I 
were  but  sa  un&ppy fis  thoiii  foundest  me.  Oh.  woehxl  f riiitf ulness^ 
if  I  must  p(»w  say.  That  I  had  a  son !'' 

I  know  not,  whether  the  mother  or  the  prophet  were  more  afflicted ; 
thf^  prophet  foj:  the  mother's  sake,  or  the  mot})«r  for  her  own. 


Not  a  itmd  of  reply  do  we  hear^  from  the  moutJi  Of  ^kha :  hU 
breath  is  only  ftpent  in  the  remedy.  He  sends  his  servaM:  with  all 
speedy  to  lay  his  staiF  upon  die  face  of  the  child ;  ehargftig  him  M 
avoid  all  the  delays  of  tne  way. 

Had  not  die  jprophet  supposed  that  staff  df  his  able  to  beat  avray 
death^  why  did  he  send  it  r  And  if  upon  that  supposition  he  ^eni 
it)  how  was  it  that  it  tfailed'of  effect?   Was.  this  aot  done  out  of 
Juiman  conceit,  not  out  of  instinct  from  God  i  Or  did  the  want  of 
die  mother^s  faith  hinder  the  success  of  that  dure  f 
•  She,  not  reading  the.^aff  or  the  man,  holds  fast  to  Elisha^ 
Mo  hopes  of  hm  message  caa  loose  her  fingers ;  As  the  Lord  liveth^ 
m^  as  thy  soul  Uvethi  I  wiU  not  leave  thee.    She  imagined,  that 
the  servant,  the  staff,  might-  be  severed  from  Eiisha :   she  Itnew 
that  wherever  dx^  prophet  was,  there  was  power.    It'  is  good  rely« 
m^  on  those  helpsi  that  cannot  fail  us. ' 

Merit  and  impc^unilrf  have  drawn  Eliaha,  from  Camel  to«Shu- 
Mm :  be  finds  his  lodging  taken  up,  by  that  pale  tc^rcase :  he  shuti^ 
his  -door,  and  falls  to  bis  prayers :  this  staff  of  his,  whatever  be.* 
came  of  the  other,  was  long  enough,  he  knew,  to  reach  up  to  hea. 
▼en ;  to  knock  at  those  gates ;  yea,  to  wrench  them  open.    He  ap^ 
plies  his  body,  to  those  cold  and  senseless  limbs.     By  the  fervour 
of  his  soul,  he  reduces  that  soul ;- by  1}ie  heat  of  his  body,  he 
educelh  warmth  out  of  that  corpse.  1^  duld  rteeseth  seven  times  ^ 
and)  as  if  his  spirit  had  beea  but  hid  for  the  time^  rlol'departed,  it 
fiilis  to  work  anesh :  the  eyes' look  up  ;^the  lips  tod-  hands  more;* 
The  mother  is  osUed  in,  to  receive  a  new  life;  in  h^r  twice-given 
8on :  she  comes  in,  fbll  of  joy,  full  of  wbnder,  arid  bows  herself 
to  the  ground,  and  ftllsdown  before  those  feet>  which' she  had  so 
boldly  kid  hold  of  in  Carmel. 

O  strong  faith  of  the  Shuntoittd,  that  could  not  be  diseouraged 
with  the  seicme  and  -eoncitmande  of  death  \  raising  up  her  heart 
still,  to  an  expectiation  of  that  liffe,  which  to  the  eyes  of  nature 
had  been  iilipo8tibltf>  irrevocable  \  O  infinite  goodness'  of  the  AU' 
mighty,  that  would  not  suffer  such  feith  to'  be  frustrate ;  that 
would  rather  reverse  the  laws  of  nature,  in  returning  a  guest  from 
heaven,  and  raising  a  corpse  from*death,  than  theeohtidence  of  i^ 
believing  heart  should  be  disappoinbHli  '     •••' 

How  true*  an  heir  is-  Elisha  *of  his'iMst^r';  not  i^  hts^gnices  only', 
but  in  his  actioM !  Both  of  thi^m  divided  the  wktelss  of  Jordan  ; 
the  <me  as-  his  'littt  act,  the  other  jm  hkf  fim :  Elijidi'ft  ei^se  was  the 
death  of  the  captains  and  tbeir  irbdps'}  Eli^a^}  eilt^wa^tKe- death* 
of  thechfldnsn!  Elijah  rebuked  AhAb^tb  his  fkC^*;  EUsh'a;  J^horam: 
Elijah  suppUttd  thedroughtof  Israel ^  by  raiA  ftacA  heaved  ;•  Elisha 
supplied  the  diroaght  of  die  three  kin^s^,  <by^i?^4ltera)^^ng*oat  of^ 
the  earth:  Elijah  incteased  the  oil  of  th&^rtipttm ;  EUsha  increased; 
the  oil  of  the  prOphetH  widow :  ElQs(h  raised^  fretai  death  the  Sarep- 
tan*s  son ;  Elisha,  the  l^unartlit^'s^  both  Of  thjem  b»d  Onefnantle, 
one  spinit  \  both  of  thdin  climbed  'ij^  one  Carmtf ,  <)Hnte  htoVen.      f 


£LKHA  \V1TH  NAABif AP}.' 

Of  tihe  full  flbowen  .of  gmce,  yftAn<xh  fell  upon  Israel  and  Judah^ 
yet  some^drops  did  light  upon  thair  aeighbdun.  If  brael  be  the 
worse  for  her  neamcsB  to  Sy iia>  •  jSytia  is  the  better  for  the  Tioinity 
ef  brael.  Amongst  the  womst  of  God*s  eneiaiQi)  some^are  ringlied 
•ut  for  mercy. 

Naiunan  was  a  g^reat  "irarrior,  an  honourable  courtier^  y^t  a  leperi 
No  disease  incident  to  the  body  is  so  na^y ,  ao  loathsome^  as  leprosy; 
Gfeatnesa  can  secure  no  ma^,  Irom  the  most  odiousand  wearisome 
condition.  How  little  pleasure  did  this  Syrian  peer  take,  to  be 
stooped  to  by  othe«i^  'wme'  lie  hated  to^^ee  himself.  £ve»  thdse, 
that  honoured  hhn,  avoided  him ;  neither  was  he  other  than  abi 
konred  of  those,  that  flattered  Iwn;  yea,  hisliand  could  not  mov% 
to  his  mouthy  without  his  own  detestation':  'the  basest  slave  of  Syria 
mmld  not  ohang»  skins  whh  Im&i>  if 'he  mi^t  liave  his  honour  to 
boot.  Thus  hath  the  wise  Ooi  thought  ineetv  to  aaoee  tbe'valoar) 
dignity,  renown,  vietohes,  of  the  ilmiousge^  BeU 

dom  ever  vv)as  any  man  serv^  with  simple  favoun.  These  composi-*- 
tions  tnsike  both  our  crosses  tolerable,  and  okr  bieasinjp  wholesome. 

The  body  of  Naaman  vms  nsit  more  tainted  with  his  lepiwy,  than 
his  soul  was  tainted  with  Rimmon ;  and,  besides  his  idolatry,  he 
was  a  professed  enemy  to  Israel,  and  su^^cessful  in  Jiis  enmi^^ 
How  nur  doth  God  fetch  about  his  purposes!  The Je|nn>9y,  tM 
hostility,  of  Naaman  shaft  be  the  oooasioiis  of  his  satv«itioai :  that 
leprosy  shaH  tttlce  his  soul  sound ;  tbsit  hMtility  shaH  Adopt  him 
a  son  of  God, 

In  some  ptosperous'  Inroads,  that  the  Svrkuis^  under' Naaman^a 
conduct,  have  made-  ihto  thc^  land  of  Israel^  a;  little  maid  is  takeA 
captive :  she  shall  aitenid  on  Naaman'^  wife:;  and  shiU  auj^gieit  to 
her  mistress  the  miraoulous  cords  of '£tisha<  ^  A  small  chuA  may 
serve  to  let  in  mach  Kgbt.  Her  report  finds «wdit  in  the. courts 
and  begets  both  a  letter  froih  th4  king  and  a.^<|Qfn6y>of  Ms  peer. 
While  the  Syrians  thodglit  of  nothing  but  tbesrbooty^  they  brin^ 
happiness  to  the  house  of  NkaiHafi.  ^fbecSafftivitjr  of'  H  poor  He* 
brew  rixi'fe  a  mean8>  to  make '  the^ gnsamst  m d  or  Syria  9 aubjiect 
ti>God.        '     '  •''     '^'  -J  :  :• '  i  i:  '« .  t 

It  is  good  to  aet^uaintoor^cMdrenaifith  the  ^nta!kt  of- Cody  with 
ikt  praises  bf  his  prophets.-^  -Uttletdo  \«»  know-how  they  may 
iasproveihis ktiewledge,  and  htMiet ^tieymwp  oakty-ic;  {wrhsHfis. 
ibetetootest naliOiY»4na^ligtit thbiviMiidk  wt thelt doflft.  . '  : 

Even  the  weakest  idtmibtnohs  may.  nbt^ be 'lU^lsttted  :oa  ohild,  a 
s^hrant,  a  sfr^ng^  niapf  say  that,  wtsoh  w^ttiayltes^  G<»d*  to  kave 

How  well  did  it  become  the  mouth  of  an  fiMdfttynot>ettoL  a 
ptephet;  to  wiklvihe  cufe'of  her  WriTter;  thoiig^  an  Aiwnite;  to 
advise  that  jourtolfy^  UtlDfr  tfae<  man  of  God,  by  whom'  bbth  body 
Idid  seal  HHght  bef^curedt'Truis  religiM  teatdMth  us  pious  aadoheu 
ntftble  MspeetS'  to  our  governors,  though  aliens  from  the  commoa* 
Wealth  of  God*  •         ^ .'    .  .  .  ■ .     ^    -  ■ . 


'4S  COKTEBfVLATIONS. 

No  mail)  that  I  hear^  blames  the  credulity  of  Naamati.  Upon 
no  odier  grouad,  doth  the  king  of  Syria  send  his  chief  peer,  with 
his  le^eh  to' the  king  of  Israel ;  from  his  hands  .requiring  the  cur^; 
The  Syrian  supposed,  that  wbateverV  subject  couto  do,  a  sovereign 
might  command ;  that  sncli  a  prophet  eould  nekfaerbe  out  of  the 
knowledge,  nor  out  of  the  obedience  to  his  prince.  Never  did  he 
dream  of  any  exemption ;  but,  imagining  Jehoram  to  be  no  less  a 
king  of  prophets  tlmn  of  people,  and  Elisba^no  less  a  aubiect  than^ 
a  sear«  he  writes,  Naiio  w$en  this  letter  is  came  to  thee^  behold^  I 
haoe  herewith  sent  Naanum  my  servant  to  thee,  thai  thou  tnausC 
recot^r  him  0/ his  leprosy.      ^  ^ 

Great  is  the  power  of  princes :  every  man^s  hand  is  theirs ;  whe- 
ther for  skill,  or  for  streDgth«  Besides  the  eminency  of  their  own 
gifts^  all  the  subordinate  excellencteis  of  thehr  subjects  are  no  less 
at  their  service,  than  if  they  were  inherent  in  their  persons*  Great 
men  are  wanting  to  their  own  perfections,  if  they  do  not  both 
know  and  exercise  the  graces  of  their  inferiors. 

The  king  of  Israel  cannot  read  the  letter,  without  amazement 
of  heart,  without  rending  of  garments ;  and  says.  Am  I  God^  to 
kill  and  to  make  aiive^  tlmt  this  man  sends  to  me^  to  recover  «  man 
of  his  leprosy  ?,  IVherefore  consider^  and  see^  I  pray  ycu^  how  he 
seeketh  a  quatjel  against  me.  If  God  have  vouchsafed  to  call 
kings  gods,  it  well  becomes  kings  to  call  tiiemselves  mten,  and  to 
confess  the  distance  wherein  they  stand  to  their  Maker.  Man  may 
kill ;  mao  cannot  kiU  and  make  alive ;  yea,  of  himself  he  can  do 
neither.  With  God,  a  worm  or  a  fly  may  kiU  a  man ;  without  God, 
no  potentate  can  do  it :  much  less,  can  any  created  power  both  kill 
ana  revive ;  since,  t6  restore  life  is  more  than  to  bereave  it,  moi^ 
than  to  continue  it,  more  than  to  give  it :  and  if  leprosy  be  a  death, 
what  human  power  can  either  inflict  or  cure  it  ? 

It  is  a  trouble  to  a  well-aflected  heart,  to  receive  impossible  com- 
mands. To  require  that  of  an  inferior,  wliicfa  is  proper,  to  the 
Highest,  is  a  derogation  from  that  supreme  power,  whose  property 
it  is.  Had  Jehoram  been  truly  religious,  tne  injury  done  to  his 
Maker  in  this  motion,  as  he  took.it,  had  more  afflicted  him,  than 
the  danger  of  his  own  quarrel.  Belike,  Elisha  was  not  in  the 
thoughts  of  the  king  of  Israel.  He  might  have  heard,  diat  this 
pnqmet  had  made  alive  one,  whom  he  killed  not:  himself,  with 
the  two  other  kings,  had  been  eye-witnesses,  of  what  Elisha  could 
do ;  yet  now,  the  calves  of  Dan  and  Betliel  have  so  often  taken  up 
hfs  heart,  that  there  is  no  room  for  the  memory  of  Elisha :  whom 
he  sued  to  in  his  extremity,  now  bis  prosperity  hath  forgotten. 
Carnal  hearts,  when  need  drives  them,  cau  tiiink  of  God  and  bis 
prophet ;  when  their  turn  is  served,  can  as  utterly  neglect  diem, 
as  if  they  were  not  ^ 

Yet,  cannot  good  Elislia  repay  neglect  and  forgetfulness.  Ho 
listens  what  is  done  at  the  court ;  and,  finding  the  distress  of  his 
sovereign,  proflers  that  service,  which  should  have  been  required; 
Wherefore  hast  thou  rent  thy  clothes  f  Let  hiin  come  now  to  me, 
and  he  shall  know  that  there  is  a  prvphet  in  Israel. 
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It  was  no  small  fright,  from  which  Eiisha  delivers  bis  kiD^.  -  Je« 
lionm  was  in  awe  of  the  Syrians,  ever  since  their  late  victory ; 
wherein  his  fiaither  Ahab  was  slain,  Israel  and  Judah  discomfited. 
Nothing  was  more  dreadful  to  him,  than  the  irowns  of  these  Ara- 
mites.  The  quarrel,  which  he  suspected  to  be  hatched  by  theniy 
is  cleared  by  Klisha :  their  leper  shall  be  healed :  both  tbey  and 
Israel  shall  know,  tbey  have  neglected  a  God,  whose  prophet  can 
do  wonders.  Many  eyes,  doubtless,  are  fastened  upon  the  issue  of 
tiiis  message. 

But  what  state  is  this,  that  EUsha  takes  upon  him  i  He  doth  not 
ay,  '^  I  wHl  come  to  him ;"  but,  Let  him  come  now  to  me.  The 
three  kings  came  down  once  to  his  tent :  it  is  no  marvel,  if  he 

Etveat  not  the  journey  of- a  Syrian  courtier.  It  well  beseems 
m,  that  will  be  a  suitor  for  favour,  to  be  obseauious.  We  may 
not  stand  upon  term^  of  our  labour  or  dignity,  where  we  expect  a 
beoeet. 

Naaman  comes,,  richly  attended  with  his  troops  of  servants  and 
hones,  and  waits  in  his  chariot  at  the  door  of  a  prophet.  I  do  not 
bear  Hisha  call  him  in ;  for  though  he  were  great,  yet  he  was  le- 

Sus :  neither  do  I  see  Eiisha  come  forth  to  him,  and  receive  him 
li  such  outward  courtesies,  as  mieht  be  fit  for  an  honourable 
^^ger ;  for  in  those  rich  clothes  the  prophet  saw  an  Araniite, 
ud  perhans  some  tincture  of  the  late-shed  blood  of  Israel :  rather^ 
tbat  he  m^ht  make  a  perfect  trial  of  the  humility  of  that  man> 
vhooi  he  means  to  eratify  and  honoul*,  after  some  short  attendance 
It  htt  door,  be  aenas  his  servant  with  a  message  to  that  peer,  who 
coald  not  but  think  the  meanest  of  his  retinue,  «  bettei;  man  than 
Gefaazi^s  master. 

What  could  the  prophet  have  done  other,  to  the  lacquey  of 
Naman's  man  ?  He,  that  would  be  a  meet  subject  of  mercy,  must 
be  thoroughlr  abased  in  his  own  conceit ',  and  must  be  willingly 
pliable,  to  aU  the  conditions  of  his  humiliation. 

Tet,  had  the  message  carried  in  it  either  respect  to  the  person 
V  probabiUty  of  eilect,  it  could  not  have  been  unwelcome ;  but 
<KHr  it  sounded  of  nothing,  but  sullenness  and  unlikelihood ;  Go, 
^  Wash  m  Jordan  seven  tijnes,  and  thy  flesh  shall  come  again  to 
^>  tmd  thou  shalt  be  clean. 

Wliat  wise  man  could  take  tUs^  for  any  other  than  a  mere  scorn 
^mockery;  Go,  wash?  Alas!  what  can  water  do?  It  can  cleanse 
JMi  fihhiness ;  not  from  leprosy.  And  why  in  Jordan  ?  What 
^'l^  that  from  other  streams  ?  And  why  just  seven  times  ?  What 
^e  is  either  in  that  channel  or  in  that  number  ? 

Naaman  can  no  more  put  off  nature,  than  leprosy.  In  what  a 
chafe  did  he  fling  away,  from  the  prophet^s  door ;  and  says,  "  Am 
]^^  ^bus  &r,  to  fetch  a  flout  from  an  Israelite  ?  Is  this  the  issue, 
*^  cyf  my  journey  and  the  letters  of  my  king  ?  Could  this  pro* 
P"^  find  DO  man  to  play  upon,  but  Naaman  ?  Had  be  meant  seri* 
^7)  why  did  he  think  himself  too  good,  to  come  forth  unto  me  } 
^by  did  he  not  touch  me  with  his  hand,  and  bless  me  with  hia^ 
t^'^T^R,  and  cure  me  with  his  blessing  i   Is  my  misery  ifit  foe  hii 

^ou  n,  JB  '  * 
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defision  ?  If  Water  could  do  it,  what  needed  I  to  come  so  far  tof 
this  remedy  ?  Have  I  not  oft  done  thus,  in  vain  ?  Have  we  not  bet* 
ter  streams,  at  homei  than  any  Israel  can  afford  ?  /4re  not  Aband 
and  PharphaVy  rivers  of  Damascus,  betjer  than  all  the  waters  of 
IsraelP' 

Folly  and  pride  strive  for  place,  in  ;a  natural  heart  j  and-  it  is 
hard  to  say,  whether  is  more  predominant :  folly,  in  incfasunng  the 
power  of  God's  ordinances,  by  the  rule  of  human  discourse  and 
ordinary  event ;  pride,  in  a  scornful  valuation  of  the  institutiond 
of  God,  in  comparison  of  our  own  devices* 

^^  Abantt  nnd  F^arphar,  two  for  one!  rivers^  not  v^teii^;  of 
Damascus y  a  stately  city^  and  incomparable :  Ar-e  they  not  f  Who 
dares  deny  it  ?  Better y  not  as  good ;  tnanJhe  watasy  not  the  rivors ; 
iall  the  waters,  J<Hrdan  and  all  the  rest ;  of  Israel y  a  beggarij  region 
to  Damaseus.*' 

No  where  shall  we  find  a  truer  pattern  of  the  disposition  of  m^ 
ture :  how  she  is  altogether  led  by  sense  and  reason  ;  how  she 
fondly  judges  of  all  objects  by  the  appearance ;  how  slie  acquaints 
herself  only  with  the  common  roacl  of  God's  proceedings ;  bow 
she  sticks  to  her  own  principles;  hoiy  she  misconstrues  the  inten*« 
tions  of  God ;  how  she  over-conceits  her  own ;  how  she  dtsdainii 
the  inean  conditions  of  others ;  how  she  upbfeiids  her  opposites^ 
with  the  proud  comparison  of  her  own  privileges.  Nature  is  never 
but  like  herself.  No  marvel,  if  carnal  minds  despise  the  foolish^ 
ness  of  preaching,  the  simplicity  of  sacraments,  the  honaeliness  of 
cereoMnieS)  the  seeming  inefficacy  of  censures.  These  men  look 
upon  Jordan,  with  Syrian  eyes  ;  one  drop  of  wlKise  water,  set  apart 
by  divine  ordination,  hath  more  virtue^  than  all  the  streaitis  of 
Abaua  and  Pharphar. 

It  is  a  good  matter,  for  a  man  to  be  attended  with  wise  and 
faithful  foTk>wers.  Many  a  one  hath  had  better  counsel  from  Ks 
heels,  than  from  his  elbows.  Naaman's  servants  were  his  best 
friends*  They  came  to  him,  and  spake  to  bim^  and  said.  My  fa- 
ther y  If  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  sojne  great  thing y  wauldsi  thou 
TWt  have  dmie  it  f  How  much  rather  then^  when  he  saith  to  thecy 
Washy  and  be  clean  ?    ' 

These  men  were  servants,  not  of  the  humour,  but  of  the  pfofit 
of  their  master.  Some  servile  spirits  would  have  cared  only  to 
iooth  up,  not  to  benefit  their  governor;  and  would* have  encou- 
faged  his  rage,  by  their  own :  "  Sir,  will  you-  take  this  at  the  harid 
tf  a  base  fieuow  ?  Was  ever  man  thus  flouted  i  Will  you  let  him 
carry  it  awav  thus  ?  Is  any  hannless  anger  sufficient  revenge,  for 
(Wich  ai>  insoiciice  ?  Give  us  leave  at  least  te  pull  hiiii  out  Dy  the 
ears,  and  force  hirti  to  do  that  by  violeTice,  which  he  would  not  do 
out  of  good  manners.  Let  our  fingers  teach  this  saucy  prophet 
what  it  is  to  offfcr  an  affi-ont  to  a  prince  of  Syria,'*  But  these  men 
loved  mere  their  master's  health,  than  his*  p»ssion ;  and  would  ra» 
tiier  therefore  t6  advise,  than  flatter ;  to  ifraw  him-to  good^  tbfifl 
ftrflow-  him  to  evil.  Since  it  was  a  prophet,  ffcfm  whom  he  received 
tWsiirese.ription,  Uiey  persuade  him  not  to  di^pise  it-;  intimating 
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ftere  could  be  no  fault  m  the  sli^tness  of  the  receipt,  so  lopg  si 
there  was  no  defect  of  power  in  tlie  comniander ;  that  the  virtu^ 
of  the  cure  should  be  in  his  obedience,  not  in  the  nature  of  th^ 
remedy. 

They  persuade,  and  prevail.  Next  to  the  prophet,  Naatiiaii 
nay  thank  his  servants,  that  he  is  not  a  leper.  He  goes  down^ 
upon  their  entreaty,  and  dips  seven  times  in  Jordan.  His  flesh 
riscth ;  his  leprosy  vanisheth :  not  th6  unjust  fiiry  and  techiness  of 
Ae  patient  shall  cross  the  cure ;  lest,  while  God  is  severe,  the  pro- 
phet should  be  discredited. 

Lons^  enough  mi^ht  Naaman  have  washed  there  in  vain,  if  Eli* 
sb  hai3  not  sent  him.  Many  a  leper  hath  bathed  in  that  stream^ 
tod  hath  come  forth  no  less  impure.  It  is  the  word,  the  ordinance, 
of  the  AloCiighty,  which  puts  efficacy  into  those  means,  which,  of 
themselves,  are  both  impotent  and  improbable.  What  can  ouf 
font  do  to  the  washing  away  of  sin  ?  If  God's  institution  shall  put 
Wtuc  into  our  Jordan,  it  shall  scour  off  the  spiritual  leprosies  of 
oar  hearts ;  and  shall  more  cure  the  soul,  than  cleanse  the  face. 

How  joyful  is  Naaman,  to  see  this  change  of  his  skin^  in  this 
renovation  of  his  flesh,  of  his  life !  Never  did  his  heart  find  suchC 
li^mith  of  inward  gladness,  as  in  this  stream. 

Upon  the  sight  of  his  recovery,  he  doth  nbt  post  home  to  the 
court,  or  to  his  family,  to  call  for  witnesses,  for  partncfs  of  his  joy  ; 
hut  thankfully  returns  to  the  prophet,  by  whose  means  he  received? 
4is  mercy.  He  comes  back  with  more  contentment,  than  htf 
parted  with  rage. 

Now  will  the  man  of  God  be  seen  of  that  recovered  Syrian^ 
whom  he  would  not  see  leprous.  His  presence  shall  be  yielded  to 
the  mtulation,  which-was  hot  yielded  to  the  suit.  Purposely  did 
Bisna  forbear  before,  that  he  might  share  no  part  of  the  praise  of 
thisVork  with  his  Maket ;  that  God  might  be  so  much  more  mag« 
Jfified,  as  the  means  were  more  weak  and  despicable. 

The  mir^le  hath  his  due  work.  First,  doth  Naaman  acknow- 
fcige  the  God  that  wrought  it ;  then,  the  Prophet,  by  whom  ho 
wrought  it :  Behold^  now  I  kruyoe  their  is  no  God  in  alt  the  earthy 
fe  in  Israel.  O  happy  Syrian,  that  was  at  once  cured  of  his  le-' 
P"^,  and  his  misprision  of  God !  Naaman  was  too  wise  to  think, 
that  either  the  water  had  cured  him,  or  the  man :  he  saw  a  divind 

SBT  working  in  both ;  such  as* he  vainly  sought,  from  his  heathen 
es:  with  the  heart  therefore,  he  believes ;  with  the  mouth,  hd 
^tefesses. 

While  he  is  thus  thankful  to  the  author  of  his  cure,  he  is  not  un- 
■widfclof  the  instrument ;  Now  thertfore^I  pray  thte^  take  a  hless^ 
J^^Mw  servant.  Naaman  came. richly  furnished  with  teuton 
*^  of  silver,  six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  ten  changes  of  raiment; 
^  these  and  many  more  would  the  Syrian  peer  have  gladly  given^'  ^ 
to  he  delivered  from  so  noisome  a  disease ;  no  marvel,  if  he  im|^or- 
^^y  ofler  some  part  of  them  to  the  prophet,  now  that  ht  is  dev 
''^wtd:  some  testimony  of  thankfulness  did  well,  where  all  earthly 
^^^^^oKBpeiice  was  too  itttore.    The  baads  of  \io»  man  were  no  VM 
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full  of  thanks,  thah  his  mouth.  Dry  and  barren  professri^fns  of  on 
obligations,  where  b  power  to  requite,  are  unfit  for  noble  and  in 
genuous  spirits. 

Naaman  is  not  more  frank  in  oflering  his  gratuity,  than  Elisha 
vchtanent  in  refusing  it^  ^s  the  Lord  Ivoeih^  brfore  wham  J  stand 
I  will  receive  fione^    Not  that  be  thought  the  Syrian  gold  impure  ; 
not  that  bethought  it  unlawful  to  take  up  a  gift,  where  he  hatn  laid 
down  a  benefit;  but  the  prophet  wilt  remit  of  Naamaa^s  nurse^ 
that  he  may  win  of  his  soul.     Tlie  man  of  God  would  have  his  ne\T 
convert  see  cause,  to  be  more  enamoured  of  true  piet y^    which 
teacheth  her  clients,  to  conteom  those  worldly  riches  and  glories, 
which  base  worldlings  adore;  and  would  h^ve  him  think^  that  these 
miraculous  powers  are  so  for  transcending  the  valuation  of  all 
earthly  pelf,  tliat  those  glittering  treasures  are  worthy  of  nothing- 
but  contempt,  in  respect  thereof:  hence  is  it,  that  he,  who  refused 
not  the  Shunamite^s  table  and  stool  and  candlestick,  will  not  take 
Naaman's  present.     There  is  much  use  of  godly  discretion,  in  di- 
recting us,  when  to  open,  when  to  shut  our  hanas. 

He,  that  will  not  be  allowed  to  give,  desires  yet  to  take  ;  SAa// 
there  fiot,  I  pray  thee,  be  given  to  thy  servant  two  mules-locul  of 
earth  ?   For  thy  servant  wul  henceforth  offer  neithei^  humt^ffering 
not*  sacrifice  to  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord.    Israelitish  mould 
lay  open  to  his  carriage,  without  leave  of  Elisha ;  but  Naaman  re- 

Sirds  not  to  take  it,  unless  it  may  be  given  him,  and  given  him  by 
e  prophet's  hand.  Well  did  tnis  Syrian  find,  that  the  man  of 
God  had  given  a  supernatural  virtue  to  the  water  of  Israel,  and 
therefore  supposed  he  might  give  the  like  to  his  earth.  Neither 
would  any  earth  serve  him,  but  £Iisha's ;  else,  the  mould  of  IsraeJ 
had  been  more  properly  craved,  of  the  king,  than  the  prophet  of 
Israel. 

Doubtless,  it  was  devotion,  that  moved  this  suit.  The  Syriau 
saw  God  had  a  propriety  in  Israel ;  and  imagines  that  he  will  be 
best  pleased  with  his  own.  On  the  sudden,  was  Naaman  half  a 
proselyte. 

Still  here  was  a  weak  knowledge,  >rith  strong  intentions.  He  will 
sacrifice  to  the  Lord ;  but  where  i  in  Syria,  not  in  Jerusalem.  Not 
the  mould,  but  the  altar  is  that  which  God  respects ;  which  he 
hath  allowed  no  where,  but  in  Lis  chosen  Sion. 

This  honest  Syrian  will  be  removing  God  home  to  Im  country } 
he  should  have  resolved  to  remove  his  home  to  God :  and  though 
he  vows  to  offer  no  sacrifice  to  any  other  God,  yet  lie  craves  leaves 
to  offer  an  outward  courtesy  to  Uimmon ;  though  not  for  tlie  idoJV 
sake,  yet  for  his  master's :  In  this  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  ser-* 
vantf  that  whtn  my  master  goeth  into  the  house  qf  liivimoti,  to 
Vorship  there,  aixd  he  leaneth  on  my  hand^  and  1  bow  myself  in 
the  house  of  Rimmon^  the  Lord  pardon  thy  serxant  in  this  things 
[  Naaman  gots  away  resolute  to  profess  himself  an  Israelite  for 
religion.  All  the  Syrian  court  shall  know,  that  he  sacrifices  upon 
Israelitish  earth,  to  the  God  of  IsraeL  They  shall  hear  him  pro- 
test, to  have  neither  heart  nor  knee  for  Rimmoa.    If  he  must  go 
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into  the  house  of  that  idol,  it  shall  be  as  a  servant,  not  as  a  sup. 
pliant :  his  duty  to  bis  master  shall  carry  Iijm ;  not  his  devotion  to 
liis  master^s  god  :  if  his  masteir  go  tp  worship  there  ;  not  he :  nei- 
ther doth  he  say,  **  ^Vhen  I  bow  myself  to  the  image  of  Rimmon ;" 
but,  in  the  house.   He  shall  bow,  to  be  leaned  upon .  not  to  adore. 

Yet,  had  not  Naaman  thought  this  a  fault,  ne  had  not  craved  a 
pardon.  His  heart  told  him,  that  a  perfect  convert  should  not  have 
abided  the  roof,  the  sight,  the  air  ot  Rimmon  ;  that  his  observance 
of  an  earthly  master  should  not  draw  him  to  the  semblance  of  ani 
act  of  outward  observance,  to  the  rival  of  his  Master  in  Heaven ; 
that  a  sincere  detestation  of  idolatry  could  not  stand,  with  so  i;n- 
seasonable  a  courtesy. 

Far,  therefore,  is  Naaman  from  bejng  a  pattern,  save  of  weak- 
ness; since  be  is  yet  more  than  half  a  Syrian ;  since  he  willingly 
accuses  himself,  and,  instead  of  defending,  deprecates  his  offence. 
It  is  not  for  us  to  expect  a  full  stature,  in  the  cradle  of  conversion. 
As  nature,  so  grace  rises  by  many  degrees,  to  perfection.  Leprosy 
was  in  Naaman  cured,  at  once ;  not,  corruption. 

The  prophet,  as  ^lad  to  see  him  but  thus  forward,  dismisses  him 
with  a  civil  valediction.  Had  an  Israelite  made  this  suit,  he  had 
been  answered  with  a  check ;  thus  much  from  a  Syrian  was  worthy 
a  kind  farewell. 

They  are  parted.  Gehazi  cannot  thus  take  his  leave.  His  heart 
i«  nailed  up  in  the  rich  chests  of  NaatTian,^^  now  he  ffoesto  fetch  it^ 
'The  prophet  and  his  man  had  not  looked  with  Uic  same  eyes, 
npon  the  Sj'^rian  treasure ;  the  one  with  the  pye  of  contempt,  the 
«her  with  the  eye  of  admiration  and  covetous  desire.  The  aisposi« 
tion  of  the  njaster  may  not  be  measured,  by  the  mind,  by  the  act 
of  his  servant.  Holy  Elisha  may  be  attended  by  a  febe  Gehazi. 
No  examples,  no  counsels  will  prevail,  with  some  hearts. 

Who  would  not  have' thought,  that  the  follower  of  Elisha  could 
^  no  other  tlian  a  sjiint  ?  yet,  after  the  view  of  all  those  miracles^ 
Ais  man  is  a  mirror  of  worldliness.  He  thinks  his  master  either 
^00  simple  or  too  kind,  to  refuse  so  just  a  present,  from  a  Syrian  ; 
kunself  will  be  more  wise,  more  frugal.  Desire  hastens  his  pace  : 
te  doth  not  go,  but  run,  after  his  booty. 

Naainan  sees  him ;  and,  as  true  nobleness  is  ever  courteous, 
•lights  ffoni  his  chariot,  to  ntt;et  liim.  The  great  lord  of  Syria 
?>nK8  forth  of  his  coach,  to  salute  a  prophet's  servant ;  not  fear- 
^  that  he  can  humble  himself  overmuch,  to  one  of  Elislia's  fa- 
^ly.  He  greets  Gehazi  with  the  same  word,  wherewith  he  lately 
^  dimitted  by  his  master ;  Is  it  peace  ?  So  sudden  a  messenger 
°^t  seem  to  argue  some  change. 

Be  soon  receives  from  the  breatldess  bearer,  news  of  lus  master's 
^Ith,  and  request ;  AU  is  well,  Mj/  master  hath  sent  we,  saying y 
othfAd^  even  naao  there  he  come  to  me  from  Mount  Ephraim^  twot 
y^^  men  of  the  sons  qf  the  prophets :  give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a 
**^  of  silver,  and  two  changes  of  garments.  Had  Gehazi 
^f^  *  reward  in  his  owft  name,  calling  for  the  fee  of  the  pro- 
f^'s  servant^  as  the  gain  SQ  the  offence  had  been  the  less :  now; 
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reajcliing  at  d,gpssijkex$van,  be  ^^lies  bis  paster/ rc^  Naamani  bur<» 
c|ens  his  own  soul. 

What  a  sound  tale,  fa^  the  cr^ft  of  Gebazi  devised  ;  of  th^ 
number^  the  place,  the  quality,  the  age  of  his  master^s  ^ests  ^ 
that  he  mi^ht  set  a  fair  colour  upon  u\^  pretended  request :  ^ 
proportioning  the  value  of  his  demand,  as  might  both  enrich  him. 
^elf,  and  yet  well  stand  with  the  moderation  of  his  master  !  Lov^ 
pf  money  can  oQver  ke^p  good  quarter  with  honesty,  with  innor 
fsence.  Covetousiess  never  lodged  in  the  heart  ^loiie  :  if  it  find 
not,  it  will  breed  wickedness.  What  a  mint  of  fraud  there  is  in  9, 
worldly  breast!  How  readily  ^n  it  CQUf.  subtle  falsehood  for  an 
advantage ! 

^ow  thankfully  liberal  was  this  noble  Syrian !  Geha^i  could  not 
he  more  e^iger  in  taking,  than  be  was  in  giving,  ^s  ghui  of  89 
b^ppy  ai;^  pcca^ion  of  leaving  any  piece  of  hs  treasure  behind  bim^ 
I^  forces  tv(^9  taJeiUs  upon  the  servant  of  Elisha ;  and  binds  them 
ip  two  Wg^,  and  lays  thena  upon  two  of  his  own  servants.  Hif 
own  tram  shall  yield  porters  to  Gehazi.  Cheerfulness  is  the  just 
praise  of  our  beneficence.  Bounti&il  minds  are  as  zealous  in  over* 
p9,ying  gQod  turns,  as  the  niggardly  are  in  scanting  retributions. 

Whi^t  prcyects  dp  we  think  Gebazi  had  all  the  way  ?  How  did 
he  please  himself,  with  the  waking  dreams  of  purchases,  of  traffic, 
of  jollity !  ^nd  now,  when  they  are  come  to  the  tower,  be  gladly 
disburtheo^  and  dismisses  his  two  Syrian  attendants,  and  hide? 
their  load,  and  wipes  bis  mputh,  and  stands  boldly  before  that' 
Xnaster,  whom  he  had  sq  foully  abi^sed. 

0  Gehazi!  where  didst  thoi^  think  God  was  this  while  ?  Couldst 
tbog  thus  long  pour  w^er  upon  the  hands  of  Elisha,  and  be  either 
Ignorant  or  regardless  of  that  undeceivable  ^ye  of  Providence^ 
which  was  ever  fijced  upon  thy  hands,  thy  tongue,  thv  heart  i 
Couldst  thou  thus  hope,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  a  seer  ?  Hear  then 
thy  indictment,  thy  fsentehce,  from  him,  whom  thou  thougfatest  to 
have  mocked  with  tby  concealment ;  Whtnce  contest  ihouy  Gehazi  f 
Thy  servant  went  no  whither. 

\  n^^  tJiat  had  jb^gun  a  ^e  to  Naaman,  ends  it  to  his  master.  Wbor 
so  lets  his  tongue  once  loose  to  a  wilful  untritb,  soon  grows  im« 
pudent  in  pukiplying  falsehoods. 

Qf  what  metal  is  tlie  forehead  cT  that  man,  that  dare^  lie  to  a 
prophet  ?  What  is  thip,  but  to  outface  the  senses  ?  **  W^t  not 
mj/  fieart  with  thee,  when  the-nnMU  turned  again  from  his  chariot 
to  Tfieet  thee  f  Didst  thou  not  till  now  know,  O  Gehazi,  that 
piropbets  have  spiritual  eyes,  which  are  not  confined  to  bodily 
prospects  i  Diost  thou  not  know,  that  thpir  hearts  were  pftep, 
^here  they  were  not  ?  Didst  thoii  not  know,  that  thy  secretest 
ways  were  overlopked,  by  invisible  witness^  ?  Hear  then,  and  be 
convinced:  hither  thou  wentest;  thus  thou  s^dst;  thus  tbon 
4idst ;  tbu^  thou  fpedst." 

Wh^t  ^ns^er  was pow  here,  but  coqfusiqn  ?  Miserable  Gebiwil 
bow  didst  thou  stand  pale  apd  trembling,  before  tlje  dreadful  trij 
buiia]  qf  thy  sevefie  masters  looking  fpr  the  wpisf nl  ^eoiencQ  of 
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grievous  judgilieHty  for  so  lieinous  an  ofience?  '^  Is  this  a 
Ume  iQ  receive  money ^  and  to  receive  garments^  and,  which  thou 
lodst  alpeady  purchai>ed  jq  thy  conceU,  olhe^ards^  and  vineyards^ 
$Bd  sAeepf  and  oxen^  and  nhen  servantSy  and  maid  servants  f  Did 
Biy  iBouth  refuiie^  that  thy  baadfi  might  take  ?  Was  I  so  careful,  to 
honour  to  my  God  aiid  credit  to  uiy  professiorr,  by  denying 
Syrian  presents,  that  tiiou  mightcst  dash  both  in  receiving 
theoi  ?  Waa  there  no  way  to  enrich  thyself,  but  by  belying  thy 
BMSter^  by  dispaiaging  this  holy  function,  in  the  eyes  of  a  new 
convert?  Since  thouA^'ouldst  needs  therefore  takepart  of  Naa- 
piaa'^  treasure,  take|>art  witii  him  in  his  leprosy ;  The  lenrosy  qf 
Naaman  shall  cleave  unto  thee^  and  un/o  thy  seed /or  ever. 

Oh  heais'y  talents  of  .Gehazi !  Oh  the  horror  of  this  one  un- 
^faaBssable  auit,  which  shall  never  be  but  loathsomely  white,  noi- 
jomeW  unclean !  How  much  better  had  been  a  Ught  purse  and  a 
bom^ty  cofBiX,  with  a  sound  body,  a  dear  soul !  Too  late  doth  that 
wretched  man  now  find,  that  he  hath  loacfed  himself  with  a  curse ; 
that  heliath  4:lad  himself  with  shame,  .His  sin  shall  be  read  ever 
JB  bis  fiKse,  in  his  seed  :  all  passengers,  all  posterities  shall  now 
aay,  *^  Bdiold  the  characters,  of  Gehazf  s  covetousness,  fraud,  sa* 
|:rilcge!'* 

The  act  overtakes  the  word ;  lie  went  out  of  his  presence  a  leper 
^  white  ois  snow.  It  is  a  woeful  exchange,  that  Gehazi  hath  made 
with  Naaman,  Naam^i  came  a  leper,  returned  a  disciple ;  Ge* 
ha^i  C9me  a  disciple,  returned  a  leper  :  Naaman  left  benind  both 
hia  disease  and  money  ^  Gehazi  takes  up  both  his  money  and  his 
disease.  Now. shall  Gehazi  never  look  upon  himself,  but  he  shall 
thiak  oif  Naaman,  whose  skin  is  transferred  upon  him  with  those 
taienta ;  ^nd  shall  >fear  out  the  rest  of  his  days  in  shame,  and  pain^ 
and  sorrow.  His  tears  may  wash  off  the  guilt  of  his  sin ;  but  shaH 
BOt,  like  another  Jordan,  wash  ofi'his  leprosy  :  that  shall  ever  re-r 
main,  as  an  hereditary  monument  of  divine  severity,  This  son  of 
the  prophets  siiall  more  loud  and  lively  preach  the  justice  of 
God  by  nis  face,  than  others  by  their  tongue.  Happy  was  it  for 
him,  if,  wiiile  his  skin  was  snow-wliite  with  leprosy,  his  bumble 
soul  were  gashed  white  £^  snow,  with  the  water  of  true  repent- 
ance, 2  Kings  V. 

0 
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RIANS. 

There  was  no  loss  of  Gehazi :  when  be  was  gone,  the  prophets 
incrcasexl.  An  ill  man  in  the  Church  is  but  like  some  shrubby  tree 
in  a  garden,  whose  ^hade  keeps  better  plants  from  growing. 
A  blank  doth  better  in  a  rqom,  than  an  ill  filling.  The  view  of 
God^s  just  judgments  doth  rather  draw  clients  unto  him,  than 
alienate  them. 

The  kings  c^  Israel  bad  succeeded  in  idolatry  and  hate  of  sincere 
religion;  yet  the  prophets  multiply.  Persecution  enlargeth  the 
bounds  of  the  Church,    These  very  tempestuous  showers  bring  up 
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flowers  and  herbs  in  abundance.    There  would  have  been  oeitliex^ 
so  many  nor  so  zealous  prophets,  in  the  languishm^ut  of  peace. 

Besides,  what  xnarvei  is  it,  if  the  immediate  succession  of  two 
such  noble  leaders,  as  Elijah  and  Elisha,  established  and  augmented 
religion,  and  bred  multitudes  of  prophets  ?  Rather,  who  cannot 
marvel,  upon  the  knowledge  of  all  their  miracles,  that  all  Israel  did 
not  prophesy  ?  It  is  a  good  hearing,  that  the  prophets  want  elbow- 
room  ;  out  of  their  store,  not  out  of  the  envy  of  neighbours,,  or  in* 
competency  of  provision.  Where  vision  fails,  the  people  perish  i 
they  are  blessed,  where  it  abounds. 

When  they  found  themselves  straitened,  they  did  not  presume  to 
carve  for  themselves ;  but  they  craved  the  leave,  the  counsel  of 
Elisha ;  Let  us  go,  we  fray  thee^  unto  Jordan,  and.  take  thence 
every  man  a  beam,  and  let  us  make  us  a  place  where  we  may  dwell. 
Jlnd  he  answered.  Go  ye.  It  well  becomes  the  sons  of  the  pro^ 
phets,  to  enterprise  nothing  without  the  allowance  of  their  supe- 
riors. 

Here  was  a  building  towards,  none  of  the  curiousest.     I  do  not 
see  them  making  means  for  the  procurement  of  some  cunning  ar« 
tificers,  nor  for  the  conouisition  o^  some  costly  marbles  and  ce« 
dars ;  but  every  man  shall  hew,  and  square,  and  frame  his  own 
beam.    No  nice  terms  were  stood  upon,  by  these  sons  of  the  pro- 
phets.   Their  thoughts  were  fixed  upon  the  perfection  of  a  'spiritual 
building.    As  a  homely  roof  may  serve  them,  so  their  own  bands 
shall  raise  it.     The  fingers  of  these  contemplative  men  did  not 
scorn  the  axe,  and  mallet,  and  chisel.    It  was  better  being  there, 
than  in  Obadiah^s  cave ;  and  they,  that  dwell  now  contentMly  un« 
der  rude  sticks,  will  not  refiise  the  squared  stones  and  polished 
contignations  of  better  tiines.    They  shall  be  ill  teachers  of  others, 
that  have  not  learned  both  to  want  and  to  abound. 

The  master  of  this  sacred  society,  Elisha,  is  not  stately  nor  au- 
stere. He  gives  not  only  passage,  to  this  motion  of  his  collegi- 
ates,  but  assistance.  It  was  fit,  the  sons  of  the  prophets  should 
have  convenience  of  dwelline^  though  notpomn,  not  costliness. 

They  fall  to  their  work.  No  man  goesslackly,  about  the  build- 
ing of  his  own  house. 

One  of  them,  more  re^rding  the  tree  'than  the  tool,  iels 
fell  the  head  of  the  axe,  into  the  river.  Poor  men  are  sensi- 
ble of  small  losses.  He  makes  his  moan  to  Elisha ;  Alas,  master/ 
Jot  it  was  harrowed.  Had  the  axe  been  his  own,  the  trouble 
had  been  the  less  to  forego  it:  therefore  doth  the  miscarriage 
afflict  him,  because  it  was  of  a  borrowed  axe.  Honest  minds 
are  more  careful  of  what  they  have  by  loan,  than  by  pro- 

Sriety.  In  lending  there  is  a  trust,  which  a  good  heart  cannot 
isappoint,  without  vexation, 
^as,  poor  novices  of  the  prophet ;  they  would  be  building,  and 
vrtrp  not  worth  their  axes !  if  they  would  give  their  labour,  they 
must  borrow  their  instruments.  Their  wealth  was  spiritual.  Out- 
ward poverty  may  well  stand,  with  inward  riches.  He  is  rich}  not 
that  hath  the  world,  but  that  can  contemli  it. 
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ElUia  loves  and  cherishes  this  just  siiiiplicity.  Rather  will  h^ 
Pork  a  miracle,  than  a  borrowed  axe  shall  not  be  restored. 

It  might  easily  be  imagined,  he,  that  could  raise  up  the  iron  out 
uf  the  Imtotn  of  the  water,  could  tell  where  it  fell  in  ;  yet  evea 
tittt  powerful  hand  calls  for  direction.  In  this  one  point,  the  son 
rf  the  prophet  knows  more  than  Elisha.  The  notice  of  partichla- 
lities  is  neither  fit  for  a  creature,  nor  communicable.  A  m^an  man 
any  best  know  his  own  case  :  this  novice  better  knows,  where  hi$ 
ixe  feUy  than  his  master :  his  master  knows  better,  how  to  get  it 
OQt,  thaii  he. 

There  is  no  reason  to  be  given,  of  supernatural  actions.  The 
pfophet  borrows  an  axe,  to  cut  a  helve  for  the  lost  axe.  Why  did 
ae  not  make  use  of  that  handle',  which  had  cast  the  head  ?  Did  hb 
Wd  it  unworthy  of  respect,  for  t^at  it  had  abandoned  the  metal,' 
wherewith  it  was  trusted  ?  Or,  did  he  make  choice  of  a  new  stick, 
thftt  the  miracle  might  be  more  clear  and  unquestionable  ? 

Divine  power  goes  a  contrary  way  to  art.    We  first  wxmld  have 

EKTured  the  head  of  the  axe,  and  then  would  have  fitted  it  with  a 
ve;  Ebsha  fits  the  head  to  the  helve,  and  causetb  the  wood, 
which  was  light  and  knew  not  how  to  sink,  to  fetch  up  the  iron, 
winch  was  heavy,  and  naturally  incapable  of  supernatation. 

Whether  the  metal  were  stripped  of  the  natural  weight,  by  thd 
ttme  power  which  gave  it  bemg;  or  whether,  retaining  the 
wonted  poise,  it  was  raised  up  by  some  spiritual  operation ;  I  in« 
({oiie  not :  only,  I  see  it  swim  like  cork  upon  the  stream  of  JcM'dan, 
vkI  move  towards  the  hand  that  lost  it.  What  creature  is  not  wiU 
liog  to  put  off  the  properties  of  nature,  at  the  command  of  the  God 
rf  Nature  ?  O  God,  how  easy  is  it  for  thee,  when  this  hard  and 
heavy  heart  of  mine  is  sunk  down  into  the  mud  of  the  world,  td 
Icteh  it  up  again  by  thy  mightv  wcfrd  ;  and  cause  it  to  float  upon 
the  streams  or  life,  and  to  see  tde  iace  of  heaven  i^in  ! 

Yet  still  do  the  sides  of  Israel  complain  of  the  thorns  of  Aram, 
The  children  of  Ahab  rue  their  father's  unjust  mercy.  From  an 
cDemy,  it  is  no  making  question,  whether  of  strength  or  wiie^ 
T^  king  of  Syria  consults  with  his  servants,  where  to  encamp  for 
his  greatest  advantage.  Their  opinion  is  not  more  required,  than 
flftir  secrecy. 

Elisha  is  a  thousand  scouts.  He  sends  word  to  the  king  of  Is* 
nel,  of  the  projects,  of  the  removes^  of  his  enemy.  More  than  once 
had  Jehoram  saved  both  his  life  and  his  host,  by  these  close  ad- 
Mnitions.  It  is  well,  that  in  something  yet  a  prophet  may  be 
obeyed. 

What  strange  stale-service  was  this,  which  Elisha  did,  besides 
the  sjHritual !  The  king,  the  people  of  Israel  owe  themselves  and 
their  safety,  to  a  despised  prophet !  The  man  of  God  knew  and 
^them  idolaters ;  yet,  how  eareful  and  vigilant  is  he,  for  their 
J«8cue !  If  they  were  bad,  yet  they  were  his  own :  if  they  wore 
W,  yet  not  all ;  God  had  his  number  amon^t  their  worst :  if 
they  were  bad^  yet  the  Syrians  were  worse.  The  Israelites  mis* 
^nhipped  the  true  God ;  the  Syrians  worshipped  a  false.    That, 
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and,  if  tbey  will  naeds  be  wantiag  to  God,  yet  Elisha  will  not  be 
^wUag  to  them.:  their  impiety  shall  not  make  him  undutifuU 

Thec^  caanot  be  a  juster  cau9e  of  disjjJeasiu^,  thaa  the.disclos* 
yokg  of  tbofie  liecvet  councils,  which  «9i^  Jai4  MP  in  our  ear,  in  our 
t^reafit.  The  king-^f  Syria,  not  without  rea«oa»  stooaachs  this  sup-r 
|l09ed  4J(eacbery,  Woa^  prinoe  can  bear,  that  an  advf^rae  povfet 
fhould  h»ve  a  party «  ^  i^ensionary ,  in  hisowo  oourt  ?  ^ 

How  famous  was  Elisha,  e^'en  in  foreign  regions !  Beaidea 
Naaman,  otiiers  of  the  Syrian  nobility  take  notice  of  the  miraciUoua 
facultiQg  of  this  prophet  of  ^praeL  He  is  aocu^d  for  this  secret 
imeUicence.  ^Fo  words  can  eacape  himj  though  spi^en  m  ifaa 
bed-gSaoiber.  O  Syrian,  whosoever  thou  wert,  tlK>u  aaid^  not 
enough?  If  thy  master  do  but  whisper  in  thine  ear,  if  he  .amctbeir 
bis  words  within  liis  own  lips,  if  fae  d9  but  apeak  witliin  bis  owi| 
bosom,  Elisfaa  ki^ows  it  from  ^n  infallible  infofmatioo.  What  cotuiY 
oil  is  it,  O  God,  that  can  be  hid  from  thee  ?  What  oouncil  ia  it, 
that  (faw  wilt  hide  from  thy  seer  ?  Even  thi$  very  wor49  ^hat  aor 
eufietli  the  prophet,  is  known  to  the  accused.  He  hj^rs  (bia  taiej 
wbil^  it  is  in  tilling.    He  hears  the  plot  for  his  apprehenaion. 

How  ill  do  the  projects  of  wicked  metk  bang  together !  They,  tksvt 
coafea^  Elisha.kj>ow6  their  secretest  words,  do  yet  confer  to  take 
him  !  There  are  spiea  upon  him,  whose  espials  bfve  i^ov^  fheif 
anger  and  ac^miration. 

He  i3  descried  to  be  in  Dothan,  a  small  town  of  Maoasaeh, 
A  whole  army  is  sent  tfaithcK,  to  surprise  him.  The  opportuuity  of 
the  night  is  chosen  for  the  exploit.  There  shall  be  no  want,  either 
in  the  number,  or  valour,  or  secrecy  of  th^  conspired  troops : 
and  now,  when  they  have  fully  givt  in  the  village  witl>  a  strong 
and  exQuisite  siege^  they  make  themselves  sure  of  Elisba ;  apd 
please  themselves  to  think,  how  they  have  encased  the  miserable 
prophet,  how  they  should  take  him  at  unawares  in  his  bed  in  the 
miost  of  a  secure  dream,  how  they  should  carry  him  fettered  ttx 
their  lung,  what  thanks  they  should  have  for  so  welcoine  a  pri^ 
•oner. 

The  B^coe99or  of  Gehazi  riseth  early  in  the  moving,  and  sees 
all  the  city  encompassed  with  a  fearful  host  of  foot,  horse,  chariots. 
His  eyes  could  meet  wjtb  nothing,  but  woods  of  pikes,  and  walls 
of  harness,  and  lustre  of  metals ;  and  now  he  runs  in,-  aflfrightedj^ 
to  his  master :  Alas;  my  vuister  1  what  shall  we  do?  He  hw  day 
enough,  to  see  they  were  enemies  that  environed  them,  to  see  him** 
self  helpless  and  desperate ;  and  hath  only  so  much  life  left  in  himf 
as  to  lament  himself  to  the  partner  of  his  misery.  He  cannot  flee 
from  his  new  master,  if  he  would ;  he  runs  to  htm  with  9.  woeful 
damour,  /ilas^  viy  waster  !  what  shall  we  do? 

Oh  the  undaunted  courage  of  faitb !  Elishasees  all  this;  and  sits 
in  bis  chamber  so  secure,  as  if  these  had  only  been  the  guard  of 
Israel,  for  his  safe  protection. 

It  is  a  hard  precept,  that  he  gives  his  servant ;  Fea^:  not.  As 
well  might  he  liave  bid  him>  not  to  see  when  he  saw,  as  not  to  fear 
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lAen  be  saw  so'dreadful  a  spectacle.  The  opearations  of  the  senses 
are  DO  Jess  e^rtaia,  than  those  of  the  sfFectioos,  where  the  objects 
are  no  less  proper.  But  'the  task  is  easy,  if  the  next  word  may 
fod  belief;  For  there  €re  more  with  u$^  than  with  theni.  Mulu-r 
^e  and  other  outward  prpbabilities,  do  both  lead  the  con^dence 
of  natural  hearts,  and  fix  it.  It  is  for  none  but  a  David  to  say,  / 
vill  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thouumds  of  people^  that  have  set  thnn^ 
vetoes  0g0inft  me  round  about.  Flesh  and  blood  riseth  and  falleth,. 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  strength,  or  weakness  of  appa- 
feat  means. 

Elisba's  man  looked  about  him ;  yet  his  master  prays,  Lo^ut, 

0pem  his  eyes  that  they  may  see.    Naturally  we  see  not,  while  we 

4o  tee.    Oery  thiog  is  so  seen,  as  it  i$ :  bodily  eyes  discern  bodily 

oiyects ;  only  spiritual  can  see  the  things  of  God.     Some  «ien  want 

boih  eyoa  and  light :  Elisba's  servant  had  eyes,  wanted  illumimfr- 

Ml.     No  sobner  were  hi^  eyes  open,  than  he  saw  the  monntatn 

full  of  horses  and  cliariots  of  fire,  round  about  Elisha.    They  weie 

^re  before  ;  neither  doth  Elisha  pray,  that  those  troops  may  be 

otheredy   but  that  the^  may  be  seen ;  not  till  now  were  they 

!ie;pcried.     Invisible  armies  guard  die  servants  of -God,  while  they 

seem  most  forsaken  of  earthly  aid,  most  exposed  to  ceitain  dai»>- 

gers.     If  tl^  ^es  of  our  faith  be  as  open  as  tnose  of  our  sense,  to 

sea  angek  as  well  as  Syrians,  we  cannot  be  appalled,  with  the  naotft 

unequal  terms  of  hostiUty.     Those  blessed  spirits  are  ready,  eichar 

lo  rescue  our  bodies,   or  to  carry  up  our  souls  to  blessedness; 

whither  ever  shall  be  enjoined  by  their  Maker :  there  is  just  com* 

fort  in  both ;  in  either. 

Both  those  chariots  that  came  to  fetch  Elijah,  and  those  that 
nme  to  defend  Klisha,  were  fiery.  God  is  not  less  lovely  to  his 
own,  in  tl^  midst  of  his  judgments,,  than  he  is  terrible  to  his  ene- 
mies, in  the  demonstration  of  h^s  mercies. 

Thus  guarded,  it  is  no  marvel,  if  Elisha  dare  walk  forth  into 
die  midst  of  the  Syrians.  Not  one  of  those  heavenly  pre»idiaries 
sdruck  a  stroke  fcnr  the  prophet ;  neither  doth  he  require  their 
blows,  only  he  turns  his  prayer  to  his  God,  and  says,  S7?nte  tliis 
P^le,  I  pray  thee^  with  blmdness.  With  no  other  than  deadly 
iitteoticMis,  did  these  Aramites  come  down  to  Elisha  ;  yet  doth  not 
itt  say,  ^'  Smite  them  with  the  sword,"  but  Smite  them  with  blinds 
iiof.  All  the  evil  he  wisheth  to  them  is,  their  repentance.  There 
Vts  no  iray  to  see  their  error,  but  by  blindness.  He,  that  prayed 
for  the  opening  of  his  servant's  eyes,  to  see  his  safeguard,  prays  for 
the  blindmg  ot  his  enemies,  that  they  might  not  see  to  do  hurt. 

As  the  eyes  of  Elisha's  servant  were  so  shut,  that  they  saw  not 
Ae  angels,  when  they  saw  the  Syrians ;  so  the  eyes  of  the  Svrianrs 
Aall  te  likewise  shut,  that  when  they  see  the  man,  they  shall  not 
iBe  the  prophet.  To  all  otiier  objects,  their  eyes  are  clear^:  only 
to  EHshtt,  they  shall  be  bliqd;  blind,  not  through  darkness,  but 
ihfOQgh  misknowledge.  They  shall  see  and  mistake  both  th^ 
person  and  place.    He,  that  m^de  the  senses^  can  either  bold  ot 
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delude  tltem,  at  pleasure.  How  easily  can  he  ofFer  to  die  sight 
other  representations,  than  those  which  arise  from  the  visible  niat^ 
ter,  and  make  the  heart  to  believe  them ! 

Justly  now  might  Elisha  say,  **  This  is  not  the  tffat/^  neither  is 
this  the  city,  wherein  Elisha  shall  be  descried.'*  He  was  in  D<Kp 
than  ;  but  not  as  Elisha.  He  shall  not  be  found,  but  in  Samaria ; 
neither  can  they  have  any  guide  to  him,  but  himself. 

No  sooner  are  they  come  into  the  streets  of  Samaria,  than  their 
eyes  hare  leave  to  know  both  the  place  aqd  the  prophet.  The 
first  sight  they  have  of  themselves  is  in  the  trap  of  Israel,  in  the 
Jaws  or  death.  Those  stately  palaces,  which  they  now  wonder  at 
unwilliDgJy>  carry  no  resemblance  to  them,  but  of  their  graves. 
Every  Israelite  seems  an  executioner ;  every  house,  a  jail ;  every 
beam,  a  gibbet.  And  now,  they  look  upon  Elisha  tvaiksformed 
firocp  their  guide,  to  their  common  muraerer,  with  horror  and 
paleness.  It  is  most  just  with  God,  to  entangle  the  plotters  of 
wickedness  in  their  own  snare. 

How  glad  is  a  mortal  enemy,  to  snatch  at  all  advantages  of  re^ 
venge !  Never  did  the  king  of  Israel  see  a  more  pleasing  sight,  than 
so  many  Syrian  throats  at  his  mercy ;  and,  as  loth  to  lose  so  fair  a 
day,  as  if  iiis  fin^s  itched  to  be  dipped  in  blood,  he  says^  Afy  /k^ 
ther,  shall  I  sfniite^  shall  I  smite  the^n  ?  The  repetition  argued 
desire :  the  compellation,  reverence.  Not  without  allowance  of  a 
prophet,  would  the  king  of  Israel  lay  his  hand  upon  an  enemy,  so 
miraculously  tr^ned  hoofie.  His  heart  was  still  toul  with  idolatry; 
yet  would  he  not  taint  his  hand  with  forbidden  blood.  Hypocrisy 
wiU  be  still  scrupulous  in  something ;  and,  in  some  awful  re* 
atraints,  is  a  perfect  counterfeit  of  conscience. 

The  charitable   prophet   soon  gives   an  angry  prohibition  of 
slaughter ;  Thou  shall  not  sinitc  tneni :  wouUlst  thou  smite  those ^ 
whom  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy  sword  and  with  thy  bow  f 
As  if  he  said,  *'  These  are  God's  captives,  not  thine ;  and  if 
they  were  thine  own,  their  blood  could  not  be  shed  without  cm* 
elty.     Though  in  the  hot  chases  of  war,  executions  may  be  justi- 
fiaUe ;  yet  in  the  coolness  of  deliberation,  it  can  be  no  other  than 
inhuman,  to  take  those  lives  which  have  been  yielded  to  mercy. 
But  here,  thy  bow  and  thy  sword  are  euiltless  of  the  success : 
only  a  strange  providence  of  the  Almighty  hath  cast  them  into 
thy  hands,  wnom  neither  thy  force  nor  toy  ftBx^d  could  have  com- 
passed.   If  it  be  victory  thou  aimest  at,  overcome  them  with  kind* 
ness ;  Set  bread  and  water  before  them^  that  they  vtay  eat  and 

drinkZ' 

Oh  noble  revenge  of  Elisha,  to  feast  his  persecutors!  To  pro* 
ride  a  table  for  those,  who  had  provided  a  grave  for  him !  These 
Syrians  came  to  Dothan,  full  of  bloody  purposes  to  Elisha;  he 
sends  them  from  Samaria,  full  of  gooa  cneer  and  jollity.  Thus, 
thus,  should  a  prophet  punish  hi$  pursuers.  No  vengeance  but 
this  is  heroical,  and  fit  for  Christian  imitation ;  If  thine  enemy 
hunger^  give  hitn  bread  to  eat ;  tf  he  thirsty  give  him  water  tq 
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iriuk:  for  thdu  shalt  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  his  head;  and  the 
Lord  shall  reward  thee :  be  not  overcome  with  evil,  but  overcome 
eiUwith  good. 

The  king  of  Isi^I  hath  done  that  by  bis  feast,  which  he  could 
not  have  done  by  his  sword.  The  bands  of  Syria  will  no  more 
come  by  way  of  ambush  or  incursion,  into  ^le  bounds  of  Israel. 
Kever  did  a  charitable  act  go  away,  without  the  retribution  of  -a 
blessing.  la  doing  some  good  to  our  enemies,  we  do  most  good 
to  ourselves*  God  cannot  but  love  in  us  this  imitation  of  his 
mercy,  who  bids  his.  sun  shine  and  his  rain  fall,  where  he  is  most 
provoked  ;  and  that  love  is  never  fruitless.  2  Kings  vi* 


THE  FAMINE  OF  SAMARIA  RELIEVED. 

Not  many  good  turns  are  written  in  marble.  Soon  have  these  Sy* 
riaos  forgotten  the  merciful  beneficence  of  Israel.  After  the  for- 
bearance of  some  hostile  inroad,  all  ihe  forces  of  Syria  are  mus- 
tered against  Jehoram.  That  very  Samaria,  which  had  relieved 
tbe  distressed  Aramites,  is  by  the  Arauiites  besieged ;  and  is  fa. 
unshed  by  those,  whom  it  had  fed. 

The  famine  within  the  walls  was  more  terrible  than  the  sword 
without.  Their  worst  enemy  Was  shut  within;  and  could  not  be 
dislodged  of  their  own  bowels. 

Whither  hath  the  idolatry  of  Israel  brought  them  ?  Before, 
they  had  been  scourged  with  war,  with  drought,  with  dearth,  as 
with  single  cord  ;  they  remain  incorrigible  :  and  now,  God  twists 
^0  of  tnese  bloody  lashes  together,  and  galls  them  even  to  death. 

There  need  no  other  executioners,  than  their  own  maws.  Those 
^vn^s,  which  in  their  nature  were  not  edible,  at  least  to  an  Is* 
n^Iite,  were  now  both  dear  and  dainty.  The  ass  was,  besides  the 
UQtoothsomeness,  an  impure  creature.  That,  which  the  law  of  ce« 
f^onieshad  made  unclean,  the  law  of  necessity  had  made  delu 
cate  and  precious.  I'he  bones  of  so  carrion  a  head  could  not  be 
picked,  for  less  than  four  hundred  pieces  of  silver. 

Neither  was  this  scarcity  of  victuals  only,  but  of  all  other  ne- 
^e^ries  for  human  use.  That  the  beUy  might  not  complain 
^^oe,  the  whole  hian  was  equally  pinched. 

The  king  of  Israel  is  neither  exempted  from  the  judgment,  nor 
yet  yields  under  it.  He  walks  upon  the  v^alls  of  his  Samaria,  to 
^^^(see  tbe  watches  set,  the  engines  ready,  the  guards  changed^ 
^^ether  with  the  posture  of  the  enemy  ;  when  a  woman  cries  t^ 
^m  out  of  the  city,  Help,  7ny  lord,  0  king  I 

Next  to  God,  what  refuge  have  we  in  all  our  necessities,  but  his- 
Anointed?  Earthly  sovereignty  can  aid  us,  in  the  case  of  the  in- 
JMice  of  men ;  but  what  can  it  do,  against  the  Judgments  of  God  ? 
^f  the  Lord  do  not  help  theCy  wfience  shall  I  help  thee  ?  out  of^ 
^/^karn-JhoTf  or  out  of  the  wine-press  f  Even  the  greatest  powers 
.  ^ust  stoop  to  afflictions,  in  themselves ;  how  should  they  be  a^Ie 
^0  ptevent  them,  in  others !     To  sue  for  aid,  where  is  an  utter  im^ 
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potence  of  redress,  is  but  to  upbraid'  the  weakness,  artd  aggrdt^tcf 
the  misery  of  those  whom  we  implore. ' 

Jehoram  mistakes  the  suit.     The  suppliant  calls  to  htm,  for  a* 
woeful  piece  of  justice.     Two  mothers  have  a^ced  to  cat  their 
sous:   tne  one  hath  yielded  hers,  to  be  boiled  and  eaten;  the* 
other,  after  she  hath  taken  her  part  of  so  prodigious  a  banqaetj 
withdraws  her  child,  and  hides  him  from  the  kniie.     Hunger  and 
envy*  make  the  plaintiff  importunate ;  and  rioW  s\\e  craves-  the  be- 
ifefit  of  royal  justice.     She,  that  made  the  first  motion,  withholds" 
ber  part  of  the  bar^in ;  and  flies  from  that  promise,  whose  trust 
had  made  this  mother  childless.   Oh  the  direful  effects  of  f-jLtAineg- 
that  turns  off  all  respects  of  nature,  and  gives  no  place  to  horror; 
causing  the  tender  mother  to  lay  her  hands,*  yea,  her  teeth  upon 
the  fruit  of  her  owii  body  ;  alia  to  receive  tiiatitito  hef 'stomachy 
which  she  hath  brought  forth  of  her  womb ! 

What  should  Jehoram  do  ?  The  match  was  monstrous.  The 
challenge  was  just ;  yet  unnatural.  This  complainant  had  pur* 
chased  one  half  of  the  living  child,  by  the  one  naif  of  hers,  dead. 
The  mother  of  the  surviving  infant  is  pressed  by  covenant,  by 
hunger ;  restrained  by  nature.  To  force  a  piother  to  deliver  up 
her  child  to  voluntary  slaughter,  had  been  cruel ;  to  force"  a 
debtor  to  pay  a  confessed  arrearage,  seemed  but  equal.  If  the  re- 
maining chilcl  be  not  dressed  for  food,  this  mother  of  the  devdtired' 
child  is  both  robbed  and  famished ;'  if  he  be,  innocent  blood  id 
shed  by  authority.  It  is  no  marvel,  if  the  question  astonished  the 
jndge;  not  so  much  for  the  difficulty  of  the  demand,  as  the  hor- 
ror of  the  occasion. 

To  whatlamentable  distress,  did  jehoram  find  his  people  driven  I 
not  without  cause  did  the  kin^  of  Israel  rend  his  garments,  smd 
shew  his  sackcloth.  Well  mignt  he  see  his  people  branded  with 
that  ancient  curse,  whidi  God '  had  denounced  against  the  rebel- 
lious ;  The  Lord  s/iatl  bring  a  nation  against  thee  of  a  fierce  coun^ 
ienancty  which  shall  not  regard  the  person  of  the  old^  nor  sheti^fa* 
•vour  to  t/teyotmg ;  and  he  shall  besiege  thee  in  ail  thy  gates.  And 
thoii  shalt  eat  the  fticit  of  tkhte  aion  body^  the  flesh  of  thy  satis- 
and  qf  thy  daughters.  The  tender  and  delicate  woman,  her  eyes 
shall  be  evil  t&wards  het  young  erne  that  comet h  out  from  between' 
her  feet ,  and  toward  the  children  which  she  shall  bear;  for  sh€ 
shaH  eat  them^  for  xtatit  of  all  things,  secretly  in  the  siege  and 
straitness. 

He  mounrts  for  the  pla^e:  he  motims  not  for  the  cause  of  thi* 
piague;  his  sin,  and  theirs:  I  fitid  his  sorrow ;  I  find  not  his  re- 
pentance. The  wor^  man  may  grieve  for  his  smart;  only  the 
jjood  heart  grieves  for  his  offenee. 

Instead  of  being  peftitent,  Jehoram  is  fcirious,  and  turns  hii 
hige  from  his  sins,  aeainst  the  prophet ;  God  do  so  tpmeandmore 
also,  if  theheadof  Elishaythesmaf  Shaphat,  shall  stand  on  hhh 
this  day.  Alas !  what  hath  the  righteous  done  ?  Pferhaps  Elisha, 
that  we  may  imagine  some  colours  of  this  displeasure,  folpethreat-  ' 
eijed  this  judgment ;  bnt  tliey  deserved  it :  pcrfiaps  he  might  have' 


^^erted  it,  by  his  prajrers ;  their  unrcpontance  disabled  him :  per* 
kaps  be  persuaded  Johoram  tx>  hold  out  the  siege ;  though  through 
much  hardness :  he  foresaw  tiie  deliverance,  in  all  this,  ho\^  hath 
Elisha  forfeited  his  head  ?  Att  Israel  did  not  afibrd  a  head  so 
g^iiltlesS)  as  this  that  was  destined  to  slaughter^  This  is  the  fashion 
rftlie  world:  the  lewd  blame  the  innocent;  and  will  revenge  theif 
(HRisinsy  UDon  others'  uprightness^ 

In  the  mi^  of  all  this  sad  estate  of  Samaria,  and  these  storms  of 
Jehoramy  the  prophet  sits  quit3tly  in  his  own  house,  amongst  his 
keiy  consorts ;  bewailing,  ho  doubt^  both  the  sins  and  misery  of 
their  people  ;  and  prophetically  conferring  of  the  issue  ;  when^' 
sa<idenly,  G6A  repeals  to  him  the  bloody  intent  and  message  of 
idioram,  and  he  at  once  reveals  it  to  his  fello^^s ;  Sec  ye  haw 
this  son  of  a  murderer  hath  sent  to  take  away  mine  head  ?  Oh 
the  inimitable  liberty  of  a  prophet !  The  same  God,  that  shewed 
him  his  danger,  suggested  bb  words:  be  may  be  bold|  where  we 
must  be  awful. 

Still  is-Naboth's  blood  laid  in  Jefaoram^s  dish.  The  foiA  iact  of 
Ahab  blemisbeth  his  posteri^ ;  and  now,  when  the  son  threats 
Holence  to  thcinnocnnt,  murder  is  objected  to  him  as  hereditary* 

He,  that  foresaw  his  own  peril,  provides  for  his  safety;  Shut  the 
ifiofy  and  held  him  fast  at  the  door.  No  man  is  boimd,  to  tender 
his  throat  to  an  unjust  stroke. 

This  bloody  commission  was  prevented,  by  a  prophetical  fbrei 
sight.  The  same  eye,  that  saw  the  executioner  coming  to  smite 
iiim,  saw  also  the  kmg  hasting  after  him,  to  stay  the  blow.  The 
prophet  had  been  no  other  than  guilty  of  his  own  blood,  if  he  had 
iKit  reserved  himself  awhile,  for  the  rescue  of  authority. 

Oh  the  inconstancy  of  carnal  hearts !  It  was  not  long,  nnce 
Wioram  could  say  to  Elisha,  My  father^  shall  I  smite  them  f 
now,  be  is  ready  to  smite  him  as  an  enemy,  whom  he  honoured  as 
a  father :  yet  again,  his  lips  had  no  sooner  given  sentetiee  of  deatK 
^nst  the  prophet,  than  his  feet  stir  to  recai  it. 

It  should  seem  that  Elisha,  upon  the  challenges  and  expostula* 
tions  of  Jehoram's  messenger,,  had  sent  a  persuasive  message  to  the 
king  of  Israel,  yet  awhile  to  wait  patiently  upon  God  fiw  his  deli* 
verance.  The  discontented  prince  flies  off  ip  an  impotent  anger} 
Behddj  this  ml  is  of  the  Lord;  what  should  I  wait  for  the  Lord 
wy  longer  ? 

Oh  the  desperate  resolutions  of.  impatient  minds !  They  have 
•tinted  God,  both  for  his  time  and  bis  measure  :  if  he  exceed 
either,  they  either  tm-ii  their  backs  upon  him,  or  fly  in  his  face, 
''he  position  was  true ;  the  intbrertce  deadly.  All  that  evil  was  df 
^  Lord :  they  deserved  it ;  he  sent  it :  what  tlien  ?  It  should 
!^«  been  therefore  argued,  "  He,  that  sent  it,  can  remove  it :  I 
^ill  wait  upon  his  mercy,  under  whose  justice  I  sufier :  impa- 
tience and  distrust  shall  but  aggravate  my  judgment :  //  is  the 
^'rf,  let  him  do  what,  he  will"  But  now^  to  despair  becan«5 
God  is  just,  to  defy  mercy  because  it  lingers,  to  reject  God  tor 
^rrei^tHHi^  it  is  a  pi'esumptuovis  madness,  animpiotis  petti^ncss. ' 
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Yet,  in  spite  of  all  these  proTocattons^  botli  of  king  and  pe<i* 
pie,  Elisha  nath  good  news  for  Jehoram ;  Thus  saith  th^  Ijord^ 
JTo-tnorroxVy  about  this  time,  shall  a  measure  qfjine  Jlour  be  sold 
for  a  shekel  J  and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel^  in  the  gate 
qf  Samaria.  ^^liserable  Israel  now  sees  an  end  of  this  hard  trial* 
One  day's  patience  shall  free  tbeDi»  both  of  si^e  and  fiimine* 
God^s  dehverances  may  overstay  our  expectation  ;  not  the  due  pe-> 
riod  of  his  own  councils.  Oh  infinite  mercy 9  when  man  says. 
No  longer  J  Grod  says,  To-mof^row  /  As  if  he  would  (M>ndescend, 
where  he  might  Judge ;  and  would  please  them,  who  deserved  no- 
thing but  punishment. 

1%e  word  seemed  not  more  comfortable,  than  incredible.  ^ 
lord,  on  whose  hand  the  king  leaued^  answered  the  man  of  God^ 
and  saidf  Behold^  if  the  Lord  would  inake  windows  in  heaven^ 
might  this  thing  be  ?  Prophecies,  before  they  be  fulfilled^  are 
riddles :  no  spirit  can  read  them,  but  that  by  which  they  are  de- 
livered. 

It  is  a  foolish  and  injurious  infidelity,  to  questions  possibility, 
where  we  (now  the  message  is  God's.  How  easy  is  it,  for  that  om- 
nipotent hand  to  effect  those  things,  which  surpass  all  the  reach 
01  human  conceit !  Had  God  intended  a  miraculous  multiphca- 
tion,  was  it  not  as  easy  for  him,  to  increase  the  com  or  meal  of 
Samaria,  as  the  widow^s  oil  ?  Was  it  not  as  easy  for  him  to  give 
plenty  of  victuals  without  opening  the  windows  of  heaven,  as  to 
give  plenty  of  water  without  winder  rain  ? 

The  Almighty  hates  to  be  distrusted.  This  peer  of  Israel  shall 
roe  his  unbeuef ;  Beholdy  thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes^  but  shalt 
Twt  eat  thereof:  the  sight  shall  be  yielded,  for  conviction;  the 
fruition  shall  be  denied,  for  punishment.  Well  is  that  man  wor- 
thy to  want  the  benefit,  which  he  would  not  believe.  Who  can 
pity,  to  see  infidelity  excluded  from  the  blessings  of  earth,  from 
the  dory  of  heaven  ? 

How  strange  a  choice,  doth  God  make,  of  the  intelUgencers  of 
so  happy  a  change !  Four  lepers  sit  at  the  entering  of  the  gate. 
They  see  nothing  but  death  before  them :  famine,  within  the 
walls ;  the.  enemy ^  without  The  election  is  woeful :  at  last,  they 
resolve  upon  the  lesser  evil.  <^  Famine  is  worse  than  the  Syrian. 
In  the  famine,  there  is  certainty  of  perishing ;  amongst  the  Syrians^ 
hazard.  Perhaps  the  enemy  may  have  some  pity  ;  hunger  hath 
none :  and,  weie  the  death  e<]^ualiy  certain,  it  were  more  easy  to 
die  by  the  sword,  tlian  by  famme/' 

Upon  this  deliberation,  they  come  down  into  the  Syrian  camp, 
to  find  either  speed  of  mercy  or  dispatch.  Their  hunger  would 
not  give  them  respite  till  morning.  By  twilight,  are  they  fallen 
upon  the  uttermost  tents.  Behold^  there  was  no  man.  They  mar- 
vel at  the  silence  and  solitude.  They  look,  and  listen.  The  noise  of 
their  own  feet  aifrighted  them.  Their  guiltv  liearts  supplied  the  Sy* 
rians ;  and  expected  fearfully  those,  which  were  as  fearfully  fied. 
How  easily  can  the  Almighty  confound  tlie  power  of  the  strong, 
the  policy  of  the  wise !    God  puts  a  panic  terror,  into  the  hearts 
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of  the!  proud  Syrians.     He  makes  tbem  hear  a  noise  of  cfaariots, 
aod  a  nobe  of  norses,  even  the  noise  of  a  great  host*    They  say* 
<ne  to  other,  Zo,  the  king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us  the 
tings  vf  the  HittiteSy  and  the  kings  of  the  Egyptians^  to  come 
mn  us:  they  arise  therefore  in  a  confused  rout ;  and,  leaving  all 
taeir  sttbsta&ce behind  them,  flee  for  their  lives.  Not  long  before, 
EEsha's  servant  saw  chariots  and  horses,  but  heard  none :  now,^ 
diese  Syrians  hear  chariots  and  horses,  but  see  none :   that  si^ht 
conforbed  his  heart;  this  sound  dtmayed  theirs.    The  braelites*' 
baid  DO  noise,  within^  the  waib;  the  lepers  heard  no  noise,*  with- 
out the  gates  ;  only  the  Syriiuis  heard  this  noise,  in  their  camp: 
What  a  scorn  doth  God  put  upon  tiiese  presumptuous  Aramite3 ! 
He  will  not  vouchsafe  to  use  any  substantial  stratagem  aminHt 
diem.  Nothing  but  an  empty  sound  shall  scatjter  them ;  ana  send* 
them  home  emptv  of  substance,  laden  with  shame,  half  dead  with* 
far.    The  rexy  oorses,  diat  might  have  hastened  their  flight,  are 
kit  tied  in  their  tents.    Their  very  garments  are  a  burden.    All  is 
left  bdiind,  save  their  very  bodies ;  and  those,  breathless  for  speed. 

Doubtless,  these  Syrians  knew  well,  to  what  miserable  exigencies 
tliee&clo8e4  Israelites  were  brought  by  their  siege ;  and  now  made 
M  UG^tmst  to  sack  and  ransack  their  Samaria :  already  had  they 
jfifidedand  ^waikwyed  the  prey,  when  suddenly  God  puts  tbem 
into  a  ridictdons  confusion,  and  sends  them  to  seek  safety  in  their 
kds:  no  booty  is  now  in  price  with  them,  but  their  life;  and 
hffOf  n  he,  that  can  run  fastest.  Thus,  the  Almighty  laughs 
^  m  deagns  of  insolent  men ;  and  shuts  up  their  counsels  iu 
flbme. 

The  fear  of  die  four  lepers  begins  now  to  give  way  to  security. 
They  fill  their  bellies,  and  hide  uieir  treasures,  and  pass  from  one 
M  to  another,  in  a  fastidious  choice  of  the  best  commodities: 
Aejr,  who  ere  while  would  have  held  it  happiness  enough  to  have 
he»  blessed  with  a  crust,  now  wantonly  rove  for  dainties,  and 
fiom  iieoesntv  leap  into  excess. 

How  far  selfJove  carries  us  in  all  our  actions,  even  to  the  neg- 
lect of  the  public  !  Not  till  their  own  bellies  and  hands  and  eyes^ 
were  filled,  did  these  lepers  think  of  imparting  this  news  to  Is- 
^:  at  last,  when  themselves  are  glutted,  diey  oegin  to  remem- 
1^  the  hunger  of  their  brethren  ;  and  now  they  find  room  for  re- 
>iK)ne ;  JVe  do  not  well ;  this  day  is  a  day  of  good  tidings ^  and  we 
"^WT  peace.  Nature  teaches  us,  that  it  is  an  injury,  to  engross 
l^lcsQags ;  and  so  to  mind  the  private,  as  if  we  had  no  relation  to 
^oommimity .  We  are  worthy  to  be  shut  out  of  the  city  gates  for 
lepers,  if  ^  respects  to  the  public  good  do  not  oversway  us  in  all 
^rdc^res,  in  all  our  demeanour ;  and  well  may  we,  with  these 
^^^^vtoos  lepers,  fear  a  mischief  upon  ourselves,  if  we  shall  wilful. 
7  tonoeal  blessines  from  others. 

.  The  conscience  of  this  wronff  apd^nger  sends  back  the  lepers 
«^to  the  city.  They  call  to  the  porters,  and  soon  transmit  the 
*^  to  the  aing's  household.    The  king  of  Israel  complains  not, 
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to  havet  hts  sSeiep  broken,  with  such  intelligence :  he  anseth  in  Hm 
night ;  and,  not  oontenminggood  newi»  tmugh  brought  by  lepcxs^ 
consults  with  his«ervants  of  the  business. 

We  cannot  be  too  jeaJouSi  of  the  intentions  of  an  enemy.  Jeho* 
ram  wisely  suspects  this  flifi^ht  of  the  Syrians,  to  be  but  sinaulatory 
and  pohtic  ;  only  to  draw  £Mrael  out  oi  their  city,  for  the  spoil  of 
both.  There  may  be  more  perii,  in  the  back  of  an  enemy,  than  in 
lus  face:  the  crudest  slaughters  have  been  in  retiring;  easily 
therefore  is  the  king  persuaded  to  adventure  some  few  forlorn 
sc^utay  for  further  assurance*  The  word  of  Elisha  is  out  of  his 
Iiead,  out  of  Us  heart ;  else  there  bad  been  np  jpbtcc  for  thisdoubt* 
Timorous  hearts  never  think  themselves  sore.  Those,  that  have  no 
fiuth,  ha4  nee4  of  much  sense. 

Those  few  horses  that  remain  are  sent  forth  for  discovery.  They 
find  notliing  but  monuments  of  frightfulness,  pledges  of  sequrity* 

Now  Issa^  dares  issue  forth  to  the  prey.  There,  as  if  the  Syii* 
ans  had  come  thither  to  enrich  them^  tney  find  granaries,  ward* 
robes,  treasures,  and  whatever  i^y  serve  either  lor  use  or  oaten* 
tation.  Every  Israelite  goes  away  filled,  laden,  wearied  with  the 
wealthy  spoil. 

As  scarcity  breeds  dearth,  so  plenty  cheapness.  To^-day ,  a  Boea* 
sure  of  fine  flower  is  lower  ratea ;  than  yesterday,  of  dang. 

The  distrustful  peer  of  Israel  sees  this  abundance,,  accevdiog  t» 
the  word  of  the  prophet,  but  enjoys  it  not.  He  sees  tUs  pleiil^ 
can  come  in  at  the  gate,  though  the  windows  of  heaven  be  not  9pea«. 
The  ffate  is  his  charc;e :  the  aSamished  Israelites  press  in  upoii  nimp 
and  bear  him  down  in  the  throng.  Extreme  hunger  hatn  no  re* 
spect  to  greatness.  Not  their  rudeness,  but  his  own  unbelief,  hath 
tramplodliim  under  feet.  He,  that  aba£^  the  power  of  God  by  hir 
distrust,  is  abased  worthily  to  the  heek  of  the  multitude.  Faiths 
exalts  a  man  above  his  sphere ;  infidelity  depresses  him  into  tht^ 
dust,  into  hell.    He,  that  believes  aot,  is  condemned  ah«a4y« 

2  iTuv^  s^cu 


TO  THE  niotf  ^^9  m^mr  uai^ltplfy 
CHARLES, 

IT  THK  aiUCB  OP  QOD  kMd  Of 'gR£aT  BRITAIN^  FRANCE,   AND 
IKBLAND,  PIFBI^DBB  OJ  THB  TAITH;  &C. 

MY   DR£AD  SOVCRBIGN   LORD  AND   MASTER. 
MAY  rr  PLSASE  YOUIt  MAJESTY : 

Nov  ^t  Iftiit>  thanks  b6  to  my  good  6od^  I  have  finished 
the  loDg  ta^k  of  my  Meditatipn?*  upop  the  historiqa) 
{Mirt  of  tbe  Old  Testament ;  a  work,  that  I  foresaw  must 
U  the  isMei  both  of  time  and  thoog;ht8.  Jt  pr^sutfa^d  t<^ 
eotide  itself  at  first,  to  )t)ur  gracious  name,  in  succe^sio]^ 
to  your  immortal  brother'»i  wd  mw,  it  brings  to  y^v 
royal  hptndsachie  account  of  a  happy  diepatch.. 

Besides  mine  own  public  engagement^  the  etocpurage^ 
meats  of  many  worthy  divines^  both  at  home  and  abroad^ 
itew  me  on,  in  tiiis  pleasing  though  buqr  labour ;  and 
n»de  me  believe  the  service  would  not  be  of  more  pain^ 
than  use. 

I  humbly  present  it  to  youi^  Majesty ;  not  fearing  to 
Aijr,  that,  in  regard  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  so  fit  for  afiy 
fyes  as  princely :  ifor  what  doth  ft  else,  but  comment  upon 
^,  which  God  bath  thought  good  to  say  of  Kings  s  what 
^  have  done,  what  they  should  have  done ;  how  they 
•ped  in  good,  in  e^nl  ?  Certainly,  there  can  be  none  sudi 
toirror  of  princes  under  heaven,  as  this,  which  God  hath 
Mde  for  the  fiices  of  his  deputies  on  earth.  Neither  can 
^  eyes  of  sovereign  greatness  be  better  taken  up,  than 
Vtilh  this  sacred  reflection.  If  my  defects  have  pot  be?n  no- 
xious, the  matter  shall  enough  commend  the  work ; 
which,  together  with  the  unworthy  Author,  humbly  castas 
^taelf  at  tiie  feet  of  your  Majesty,  with  the  best  vow)^  of 
fidelity  and  observance,  from  him,Jthat  prides  himself  in 
"nothing  more,  than  in  the  style  of 

Youi*  Majesty ff  most  faithfhlly  devoted  servant, 

JOSEFH  HALL. 


contemplations; 

BOOK  XX. 


THE  SHUNAMITE  SUING  TO  JEHORAM ;  ELISHA 

CONFERRING  WITH  HAZ AEL. 

How  royally,  hath  Elisba  paid  the  Shunamitc  for  his  Icxiging !  Ta 
hkd  already  she  owes  the  life  of .  her  .son,  both  given  and  restored  ^ 
and  now  again,  after  so  many  years  as  might  well  have  worn  out 
the  memory  of  so  small  a  courtesy,  hej>df,  her  son,  her  family 
owe  their  fives,  to  so  thtokful  a  guest.  Tiiat  table,  and  bed,  ana 
atod,  and  candlestick,  was  well  bestowed  :  tliat  candlestick  repaid 
har  die  Ught  of  her  future  life  an4  condition ;  that  table,  the 
means  of  maintenance  ;  that  stool,  a  seat  of  safe  abode  i  that  bed. 
a  quiet  rest  from  the  common  cakmities  of  her  nation.  He  is  a 
niggard  to  Umself,  that  scants  his  beneficence  to  a  prophet; 
whose  very  cold  water  shall  not  go  unrewarded. 

Elijah  preserved  the  Sareptan  from  fiunine ;  Elisha,  the  Shu.«> 
namite :  be,  by  provision  of  oil  and  meal ;  this,  by  premonition  ; 
Arise^  and  gOy  tfum  and  thine  household^  and  sqfoum  wheresoever 
thou  canst  sqjowm.  The  Sareptan  was  poor,  and  driven  to  ex* 
tremes;  therefore  the  prophet  provides  for  her,  from  hand  to 
mouth :  the  Shunamite  was  wealthy,  and  therefore  the  prophet 
senda  her  to  provide  for  lierself.  Tlie  same  goodness,  that  relieves 
our  necessity,  leaves  our  competencv  to  the  band  of  our  own  conow 
sel :  in  the  one,  he  will  make  use  of  his  own  power ;  in  the  other, 
of  our  providence. 

'    Thci  very  prq>het  advises  this  h<dy  client,  to  leave  the  bounds 
•of  t)ie  Churoh ;  and  to  seek  life,  where  she  should  not  find  reli- 
gion.   Extremi^  is,  for  the  time,  a  just  dispensation  with  some 
common  rules  of  our  outward  demeanour  and  motions,  even  from 
belter  to  worse.    AU  Israel  and  Judah  shall  be  af!^ished  :  the 
body  caa  be  preserved  no  where,  but  where  the  soul  shall  waiit. 
Sometimes  the  conveniences  of  the  soul  must  yield  to  bodily  na> 
cessities.    Wantonness  and  curiosity  can  find  no  advantage  firoQi 
Ahat,  which  is  done  out  of  the  power  of  need. 
'  It  ift  a  long  famine,  that  shall  afflict  Israel.    He,  up<m  whom  the 
spirit  of  Ehjah  was  doubled,  doubled  the  judgment  inflipted  by 
his  master.     Three  years  and  a  half,  did  Israel  gasp  under  the 
drought  of  Elijah ;   seven  years  dearth  shall  it  suffer,  under  Eli* 
sha.    The  trials  of  God  are,  many  times,  not  more  grievous  fof 
their  sharpness,  than  for  their  continuance. 

This  scarcity  shall  not  come  alone.    God  shall  call  for  it :  what* 
ever  be  the  second  cause^  l^e  is  the  first.    The  executioQi^rs  of  tha 


TH£  SHUKAMin  SVIlfO.TO  atHOIAM,  kc.  O 

HAidaty  {mxek  'ire  his  judgiMntt}  stand  ready  waiting  upon  his 
Jut  tfiraie ;  «m1  do  no  sooner  receive  the  watchword^  than  tfa|)^ 
ft]f  upon  the  worlds  and  dague  it  for  sin.  Only  the  cty  of  our 
iiiBnioves  Gody  to  call  for  vengeance;  and  if  God  once  caU^  it 
luiit  come.  Ho«voft,  bow  earnestly,  are  t^e  catted  to  repentance^ 
and  stir  not !  The  metsen^rs  of  God's  wrath  fly  forth^  at  the 
least  beck ;  and  fulfil  the  mil  of  his  revenge  upon  those,  whose 
obedience  would  not  fulfil  the  will  of  Us  coinmand. 

After  so  many  proofs  of  fidelity,  the  Shunamite  cannot  distrust 
die  prophet ;  not  staying  therefore  to  be  Qonvicted  by  the  event, 
die  removes  her  fiunHy  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  No  natioa 
was  more  opposite  to  brael,  none  more  worthily  odious ;  yet  there, 
doth  the  Shunamite  se^  and  find  shelter.  Even  the  shade  of  those 
trees  that  are  unwholesome,  inay  keep  us  firom  a  storm.  Every 
where  wiU  God  find  room  for  his  own.  % 

The  fields  of  PhiUstiDes  flourish,  while  the  soil  of  Israel  yields 
nothing  but  weeds  and  barrenness:  not  diat  Israel  was  more  sinful, 
but  th^  the  sin  of  Israel  was  more  intolerable.  The  ofiers  of  grace 
veso  many  aggravations  of  wickedness*  In  equal  oflfences,  those 
do  justly  smart  more,  who  are  more  obliged.  No  pestilence  b  so 
coDtagiotts,  as  that  which  bath  taken  the  purest  air. 

TheBe  Philistine  neighbours  would  never  have  endured  them- 
idfes  to  be  pestered  with  foreigners,  especially  Israelites ;  whom 
they  hated,  besides  religion,  for  their  usurpation.  Neither  were 
they,  in  all  likelihood,  pressed  with  multitude.  The  rest  of  Israel 
sere  led  on  with  hopes  ;  presuming  upon  the  amends  oi  the  next 
lanrest,  till  their  want  grew  desperate  and  irremediable.  Only  the 
Ibfewamed  SSiunamite  prevents  the  mischief.  Now  Ag  finds  what 
it  b^  to  have  a  prophet  her  friend.  Happy  are  those  souls,  that^ 
Qp<m  all  occasions,  consult  with  God's  seers:,  th^  diall  be  freed 
fitsn  the  plagues,  wherein  the  secure  blindness  of  others  is  heed- 
kaly  overtaken. 

Seven  years,  had  this  Shunamite  scorned  in  Palestine :  now  she 
Rtuins  to  her  own ;  and  is  excluded.  She,  that  found  haibour 
unong  Philistines,  finds  oppression  and  violence  among  Istaielifes  t 
those  of  her  kindred,  takine  advantage  of  her  absence,  had  shared 
^  possessions.  How  oft  aotb  it  fall  out,  that  the  worst  enemies 
of  amanare  those  of  his  own  house  !  .    .  '  ^ 

All  went  by  contraries,  with  this  Shunamite.  In  the  famine,  she 
M  enough ;  in  the  common  plenty,  she  was  scao^  :  Philistines 
l^re  kind  unto  her ;  Israelites,  cruel.  Both  our  fears  audi*  ofof 
nopes  do  not  seldom  disappoint  us.  It  is  safe  trusting  to  that  stay  ^ 
^ch  can  never  fiul  us ;  who  can  easily  provide  us>  noth  of  friends 
^P  in  Palestine,  and  of  justice  in  Israel. 

We  may  not  judge  of  the  rehgion  by  particjilav  actioiit»  A 
very  Phiii^ne  may  te  merciful,  fften  an  tsraeUtie  is  unjust. '/Th* 
pcwon  may  be  faulty,  when  the  profession  isholv.  ^/      : ;.'  •♦ 

h  was  not  long,  smce  the  prophet  made  Uutt  trien<tBy  offer  to  ^ 
^boiiamite,  out  of  the  desire  of  a  thankful  requital  i  fVhai  it  to  ie 
9^^ for  thee  9,  WoulcUsi  thim  be  spo/cit^  for^  ^  Jtnig^ .^r  to  Urn 


ea^tam  tf  i&d  Imtf  nd  tte  toiwen^j  /  dwOL mnmkg P9  fc^ 
Wqpto*  Litdsdid  the  thdn  thmk  of  thii  injuiibttsmtasuw ;  ibe 
die  might  hdivb  nSd/^'  I  derail  among  mine  tnabiett;  I  ^hne^l 
amqikg  robben.^'  It  u*  Uce  they  werft  thMi  friendly »  who  ifeM 
imw  €rud  and  a)U)oet8iv««  Them  is  no  tru$t  to  l>e  repcaed  in 
fledh  and  bi^cnj*  How  thoidd  thehr  f&troim  be  consuuit,  who  ^»^ 
m  tbeir  nature  and  di9poditioii>  vuriidrfe  ?  It  is  the  tikrest  wty,  to 
rely  on  Him,  wh<^  u  «ver  like  himieif  j  the  measute  of  whose  lovo 
i*  eternity. 

Whither  fih6«id  the  Sbcinamite  go,  to  complain  of  her  wroogi 
Imt  to  the  court }  There  Is  no  other  refbge  of  the  oppt^taa/tA^  but 
public  authovitf .  All  jnitice  is  derived  f^m  Mvereignty .  Kingl 
are  not  called  gods,  for  nothing :  they  do  both  sentenoe  and  exe* 
Qute  fi)r  the  Almighty. 

Doubtless,  now  the  poor  ShDnamite  thought  of  the  courteooi 
prbfler'of  Elisha }  and,  missing  a  friend  at  the  court,  in  glad  to  be 
the  presenter  of  her  own  petition. 

How  hajbpily  doth  God  c6ntriv«  Ull  events,  fbr  the  ^ood  of  bb ! 
Thb  suppliant  fehall  &U  upon  that  instant  for  her  suit,  when  the 
king  shall  be  talking  With  Gehazi ;  when  Geba2i  shall  be  talking 
of  her  to  die  Idng.    The  words  of  Gebazi,  the  thoughts  of  die 


J,  the  desires  of  the  Shunamite,  shall  be  all  drawn  together,  by 
the  wise  prOtidence  of  God,  into  the  centre  of  -one  moment,  that 
his  oppressed  servant  might  receive  a  speedy  justice.  Oh  the  in« 
finite  wisdom,  power,  m^^  of  Ottr  Gk>d,  t^t  insensibly  orden 
aU  our  ways ;  as  to  his  own  holy  purposes,  so  to  our  best  advan^ 
tage! 

.  What  doth  Jehoram  the  king,  talking  with  Gehitzi  the  leper  If 
That  vety  presence  was  tn  eyesore.  But  if  the  cohabitation  with 
tiKL  infectious  were  forbidden,  yet  not  the  conference. 

LCkrtainly^  I  begin  to  think  of  some  goodness  in  both  l^ese.  Hsd 
there  not  been  some  goodness  in  Jehoram,  xhe  had  not  taken  plea* 
ashe.  tor  hear,  even  firom  a  leprous  mOuth,  the  miraculous  acts  and 
preisn  of  G^'s:  prophet :  had  there  not  been  some  goodness  iit 
Gehaai^  fie  had  not,  i^fasr  so  fearfol  an  infliction  of  judgment,  thus 
hwenaOasiy  reetMUited  the  praises  of  his  severe  master. 

lie^thtt^told  that  dear^-bou^t  lie  to  the  prophet,  tells  notvall 
truths  of  the  prophet  to  the  king.  Perhaps,  his  iepro5?y  had  made 
hmi  clean : .if  so ;  hscppy  was  it  for  him,  that  his  forehead  was 
icUrte  with  die  disease,  if  bis  sOul  became  hereupon  white  with  re* 


.  But  we  May  xt-ell  know,  that  the  d«trt»  or  report  of  historical 
truths  doth  ftOUld^vays  argue  grace.  SttUJehofam,  after  the  inqui- 
ry  of  the  prophets  miractes,  oontihueH  bis  idofetry .  'He,  that  was 
Aurionam  hearken  after  thewonderB  of  Elisha,  is  iSot  careful  to 
fdUbwiu  dootrind.  Thbtteferc^ffe  Gehari  and  the  SImnamife  met 
before  him,  that  he  maybe  conticited,  "wkO  wiH  not  bt  reformed^ 
?Whjf»  wittit  etai,  thlit  the  presence  of :  the  persons  dioaFd  thus  urtex- 
iModly  moke  good  thte  telaliorfj  if  God  had  not  meant  the  iWJ* 
ottsekhtenM  ef  «Jeheiratti>.  white  he  must  needs  say  vAtfain  himself ; 
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^tfau  pdlent  is  die  propliet  of  tbat  Goi^  whom  f  obey  not  Wmi 
M  EBabifs  the  true  God,  bow  could  ho  work  such  woodets  t  And 
if  lie  he  the  true  God^wbyis  he  fibt  nine?  But  what?  Shall' t 
duige  Afaab'^  God,  for  Jehostopbai*s  ?  No :  I  ottmot  deny  the 
Bwacles ;  I  will  not  admit  of  the  author.  Let  flldia  he  powsrfoli 
I  wiB  be  constant.** 

0  wretched  Jehoram!  How  much  better  had  it  been  for  theoi 
Defer  to  haye  seen  the  face  of  G^nd  and  the  son  ti  the  8hunft<> 
Bite,  than  to  go  away  unmoved,  With  the  vengeance  of  leprosy  in 
the  erne,  with  the  merciful  resuscltiftion  of  the  other !  Therefore  is 
tfy  ittdgment  fearfully  aggravated^  because  thou  wotOdst  not 
]riela,  to  what  thou  couldst  not  oppose.  Had  not  Ahab*^  obdu^ 
ntenesf  been  propagated  to  his  son,  ao  powerfal  demonstratioBs  of 
Anne  power  could  not  have  been  inenectual.  Wicked  heturis  tort 
90  macli  wxMTse,  by  how  much  God  is  better.  This  anvil  i§  ti^ 
htfder,  by  hdng  cootJAuaUy  be»teh  upon ;  whether  with  jvidgi 
OKots  or  mercy. 

Tet,  tins  good  use  will  Grod  have  made  of  this  repoit  and  this 
]nttence,  that  the  poor  Shunamite  shtA  have  jiastice^  Thttt  Mn^ 
«hose  life  was  restored,  shall  have  his  infaeritonce  reviY^ :  iA%  IfiOk. 
ta^  riiall  fare  the  better,  for  Elisha's  miraclesi  How  mud)  'molt 
^  our  merciful  God  second  his  own  blessings,  wh»i  the  fit^urs 
rf  anjust  men  are  therefore  drawn  to  us,  because  we  hav^  beete  titik 
aobjects  of  divine  beneficence ! 

It  was  a  large  and  fiiU  award,  that  this  occurrence  drew  tVom  the 
ioQg ;  Restore  aU  that  was  hers,  and  aH  the  fruits  tfjf  tkeJfetS^ 
»moe  the  dm/  thai  she  left  the  land^  even  untilnmt.  Not  the  presetlt 
ponession  only  is  given  her,  but  the  arrearages. 
^  Nothing  hinders,  but  that  outward  justice  may  stand  with  gross 
tMstry. 

The  widow  may  thanic  Elisba  for  this.  His  miracle  wrought  stilly 
vid  pats  this  new  life  in  her  dead  estate.  Hb  absencd  did  that/ for 
^  preservation  of  life,  which  his  presence  did,  for  the  i^eMortn|; 
it  from  dc»ith.  She,  that  was  so  ready  to  expostulate  with  the  malt 
of  God  upon  the  loss  of  her  son,  might  perhaps  have  be^n  as  read^, 
1o  impute  the  loss  of  her  estate  to  his  advice :  now,  that  for  ma 
*^e  she  is  enriched  with  her  own,  how  doth  she  blott  God  for  So 
^I^y  ^  guest !  When  we  have  forgotteti  our  own  goed  tuma, 
^  remembers  and  crowns  them.  Let  us  do  good  to  aU)  while  wt 
M»^  time ;  but  especially  to  the  household  of  faith. 

Could  Israel  have  been  sensible  of  their  own  condition,  it  was 
Qo^all  unhappiness,  to  lose  the  presence  of  Elisha.  Whethefy 
w  the  idolatries,  or  for  the  famine  of  Israel,  the  prophet  ia  gone 
into  Syria.  No  doubt  Naaman  welcomed  him  thither ;  iad  HOW 
troold  force  upon  him  thanks  for  his  cure,  which  the  maO  of  God 
^ouW  not  receive  at  home. 

How  famous  is  he  now  grown,  that  was  taken  from  the  team ! 
Hb  name  is  not  confined  to  his  own  nation :  foreign  countries  takte 

^ce  of  it ;  and  kings  are  glad  to  listen  after  him,  and  woo  him 

^i*  presents,  Bcnha^,  the  king  of  Syria,  whose  coimcik  he 
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had  detected,  rejoiceth  to  bear  of  bi»  pvesenoe ;  and  now,  as  iMwing^ 
forgotten  that  lie  had  seot  a  whole  host  to  besiege  the  prophet  in 
]>othan,  sends  an  honourable  messenser  to  him,  laden  with  the 
burden  of  forty  .c&inel»,  to  consult  vn&  this  oracle,  conoemiDg  hU 
sickness  and  r^overy. 

This  Syrian,  belike,  in  distress  d^^ies  not  trust  to  his  own  soda  ; 
but,  haying  bad  good  proof  of  the  power  of  the  God  of  brael^ 
both  in  Naaman'scure  and  in  the  miraculous  defeats  of  his  greatest 
forces,  is  glad  to  send  to  that  servant  of  God,  whom  he  had  per* 
secuted.  Wicked  men  are  not  the  same,  in  health  and  in  aickneas : 
their  affliction  is  worthy  of  tb^  thanks,  if  they  be  well  minded ;  not 
themselres. 

Doubtless,  the  errand  of  Benhadad  was  not  only  to  inquire  of 
the  issue  of  his  diseiise,  but  to  require  the  prayers  of  the  prophet 
for  a  good  issue.  Even  the  worst  man  doth  so  love  himself,  that 
he  can  be  content  to  make  a  beneficial  use  of  tliose  intruments^ 
whose  goodness  he  hateth. 

,  .  Haaaei,  the  chid^  peer  of  S^ria,  is  designed  to  this  meaaage. 
,The  wealth  of  his  present  strives  with  the  humilit;^  of  his  car- 
riage and  speech  ;  Thy  son^  Benhadad^  king  qf  Syria^  hath  sent 
me  to  thee  J  saying  9  Shali  I  recover  of  this  disease  f  Not  long  since, 
Jeboram,  king  of  Israel,  bad  said  to  Eiisha,  My  father 9  shail  I 
^tfttite  than  9  and  now,  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria,  says,  '^  My  fii- 
ther,  shall  I  recover  ?" 

Lo  how  this  poor  Meholathite  hath  kings  to  his  sons!  How 
great  is  the  honour  of  God*s  prophets  with  pagans,  with  princes ! 
Who  can  be  but  confounded,  to  see  evangelical  prophets  despised 
by  the  meanest  Christians  ? 

It  is  more  than  a  single  answer,  that  the  prophet  returns  to  this 
message.  One  answer  he  gives  to  Benhadad,  that  sent  it ;  another 
he  gives  to  Hazael,  that  brings  it:  that  to  Benhadad,  is.  Thou 
'9)iaytst  surely  recover :  That  to  Hazael,  The  Lord  hath  shewedme^ 
ihatheshaU  surely  die.  V/hat  shall  we  say  then  ?  Is  there  a  lie,  or 
^anequivooation,  m  the  holy  mouth  of  the  prophet  ?  God  forbid. 
It  is  one  thing,  what  shall  be  the  nature  and  issue  of  the  disease; 
another  thing,  what  may  outwardly  befal  the  person  of  Benhadad. 
The  question  id  moved  of  the  former ;  whereto  the  answer  is  di- 
rect ;  the  disease  is  not  mortal :  but  withal  an  intimation  is  given 
to  the  bearer,  of  an  event  beyond  the  reach  of  his  demand  ;  which 
he  may  know,  but  either  needs  not,  or  may  not  return  ;  The  Lord 
hath  shewed  me^  that  he  shall  surely  die ;  by  another  means,  though 
not  by  the  disease. 

.  Tlie  seer  of  God  descries  more  in  Hazael,  than  he  could  see  in 
himself;  he  fixes  his  eyes  therefore  stedfastly  in  the  Syrian's  &ce, 
as  one  that  io  those  lines  read  the  bloody  story  of  his  Gfe. 

Hazael  blushes  ;  Eiisha  weeps.  The  intention  of  those  eyes  did 
net  so  much  amaze  Hazael,  as  the  tears.  As  yet,  he  was  not  guilty 
to  himself,  of  any  wrong  tliat  might  strain  out  this  juice  of  sorrow; 
Why  weepeth  my  lord  ? 

The  prophet  fears  not  to  forctel  Hazael,  all  the  villainies  ivbicb 
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k  aboold  once  do  to  Israel ;  how  he  should  fire  their  forts,  and 
m  their  yoimg  men,  and  rip  the  mothers,  and  dash  their  children. 
I  marvel  not  now,  at  the  tears  of  those  eyes,  which  foresaw  this 
■intbfe  vastati<Mi  of  the  inheritance  of  God  ;  the  very  mention 
nkereof  is.  abhorred  of  the  futnre  author :  ^^  What^  is  thy  servant 
iiogy  that  I  should  do  this  great  thing  ?  They  are  savage  cruel-? 
tks,  wherebf  thou  speakest.  It  were  more  fit  for  me  to  weep,  ^at 
tboii  shooldest  repute  me  so  brutish.  I  should  no  less  condemn 
mjsdf  Sf>t  a  beast,  if  I  could  suspeot  my  own  degeneration  so 

Wicked  aien  are  carried  into  those  heights  of  impiety,  whichu 
tky  eould  not,  in  their  good  oaood,  have  possibly  believed.  Nature 
ii^tjecl^to  favourable  opifliona  of  itself;  and  will  rather  mistrust 
ipmi^iet  of  Qod,  than  her  own  good  disposition.  How  many , 
fmooiiest  b^nmogSy  have  risen  to  incredible  licentiousness; 
liiose  lives  aipe  now  such,  that  it  were  af  hard  for  a  man  to  believe 
tbqr  had  ever  beeii  good,  as  to  have  persjaaded  them  once  tjiey 
sfaoaU  prove  so  desperately  ill ! 

To  give  some  overture  unto  Hazael,  of  the  opportunity  of  this 
«Muing  mischief,  the  prophet  foretells  h'un  from  God,  tbsU;  besbal), 
Wtbe  King  of  Syria, 

He,  that  sbewft  the  event,  doth  not  appokitr  the  means.  Far  wal 
it  from  the  Spirit  of  God's  prophet,  to  set  or  encourage  a  treason ; 
while  he-saki  therefore.  Thou  slialt  be  king  pf  Syria^  he  said  not, 
^'Go  home,  and  kill  thy  master  :'*  the  wicked  ambition  of  Hazad 
Imws  this  damnable  conclusion,  out  of  hidy  premises ;  and  now, 
kving  fed  tlie  hopes  of  his  sovereign  with  the  expectation  of  re- 
cov^y„the  next  day  he  smothers  his  ma^Mier.  The  impotent  desire 
of  role  brooks  no  delay.  Had  npt  Hazael  been  gracelessly  cruely 
alter  he  had  received  this  prediction  of  the  seer,  he  should  have 
f^tiently  awaitad  for  the  crown  c^  Syria,  till  lawful  means  had  set 
)t  upoa  his  head.  Now,  he  will,  by  a  close  execution,  make  way 
to  the  throne.  A  wet  cloth  hath  stopped  the  mouth  of  his  sick  so- 
^e^.  No  noise  is  heard :  the  carcase  is  fain  Who  can  complaia 
of  any  thinff ,  but  the  disease  ? 

0  Hazael!  thou  shalt  not  thus  easily  stop  the  mouth  of  thine 
own  conscience;  that  shall  call  thee  traitor,  even  in  thy  chair  of 
ttate ;  and  shall  check  all  thv  royal  triumphs,  with,  "  Thou  hast 
founded  thy  throne  in  bloodl"  i  am  deceived,  if  this  wet  cloth 
sUl  not  wipe  thy  lins,  in  thy  jolliest  feasts ;  and  make  thy  best 
^x»9Kh  unsavoury.  Sovereignty  is  painful,  upon  the  fairest  terms^ 
l^utnpon  treachery  and  muraer,  tormenting.  Woeful  is  the  case  of 
that  man,  whose  pubhc  cares  are  aggravated  with  private  guilti- 
>>es6 ;  and  luippy  is  he,  that  can  e^joy  a  little,  with  the  peace  of 
tt  booest  heart.  2  Kings  viii. 
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JEHU  WITH  JEHOKAM  AND  JtZEBEt. 

■ 

Ti!T  Hft2&d  begad  bis  drueky  nvi^  lo$ft.  RftinMh  GUeadl  ti  w«ii 
from  him.  Jehonim  the  son  hath  r^o vered  that>  which  Aliak  hit  ifc* 
ther  Attempted  in  vain* 

That  city  was  dear  bought  of  Israel :  it  cost  the  life  cif  Afaftb^ 
fhe  blood  of  Jehoram.  Those  woands  were  healed  widi  Wiiwy>>. 
The  king  tends  his  health  at  Jezreel ;  while  the  captains  were  €&«* 
joying,  and  seconding  their  success  at  Bamoth. 

Old  Elisha  hath  neither  cottam  nor  foot  of  hnd ;  yM,  titling  in 
in  Mmciue  comer,  he  gives  order  f6T  kingdomfe :  not  by  ws^y  inf 
authority,  (this  usurpation  had  been  no  less  proud,  thtm  uqfHst^) 
hut  by  way  of  message,  fttmi  the  God  of  &in0i.  Ev^a  a  metfi 
herald  may  go  on  a  great  errand.  The  pi^ophMs  of  the  Gotpel  htiNI 
nothing  to  do,  but  with  epirituil  kingdiMm ;  to  bett  down  tb^ 
kingdoms  of  sin  and  ettan ;  to  translate  eouU  v^  tht  k3iigd«>tti  of 
Heaven. 

He,  tW  renewed  the  life  of  the  SSranamite's  sdn,  must  atoop  to 
age.  That  block  lies  in  bis  way  to  Jehu.  The  aged  propbet  toi* 

oys  a  speedier  messenger,  who  must  also  gird  up  nis  loiM^  ftir 

ste.  ^o  common  pace  will  setve  us,  when  we  go  on  God*a  mes* 
•age :  tfai^  Yefy  k>s5  of  minutes  may  be  nnrseo^raUt. 

This  ^reatseerof  God  well  sawapt^fesent  concurreiM^eof  all  op^ 
Mrtunities :  the  captain«  of  the  host  were  then  readily  combined 
for  this  exploit ;  the  army  waa  on  foot ;  Jehoram  absent :  a  smiJI 
dday  mimt  htvo  mmbfed  the  work :  the  dispersion  of  the  otpi» 
tains  tndnost,  or  the  presence  of  the  king,  might  either  ham  de* 
Seated  or  slacked  the  di^pateb.  He  is  proaigal  of  htft  succeiRs^  that  it 
slow  in  his  execution. 

The  directions  of  Elisha  to  the  young  prophet  are  full  and  mme* 
tual ;  whither  to  go ;  what  to  carry  ;  what  to  do  $  where  to  do  it ; 
what  to  say ;  what  speed  to  make,  in  his  act,  in  bis  return.  In  the 
Imsinesses  of  God,  it  matters  not  how  little  is  left  to  our  diacietion. 
There  is  no  important  business  of  the  Almighty,  wherein  his  pre* 
cepts  are  not  strict  stoA  express ;  look,  how  much  more  specialty 
there  is  in  the  charge  of  God,  so  much  more  danger  is  in  the  vio^ 
lation* 

The  jx>ung  prophet  is  curiously  obedient ;  in  Mft  haste ;  in  his 
observation  and  carriage :  and  finding  Jdm,  according  to  Elisha's 
]^diction,  set  amongst  the  captaina  of  the  host,  he  singles  him 
forth,  by  a  rerersnt  compellation  ;  /  Adve  an  errand  U  iJUe^  O 
captain.  Might  not  the  prophet  hare  stayed,  till  the  table  bad 
irisen,  and  then  have  folloVM  Jehn  to  his  lodging  f  Surely^  the 
wisdom  of  God  hath  purposely  pitched  upon  this  season,  that  tiie 
public  view  of  a  sacred  messenger,  and  tne  hasty  evocation  of  so 
noted  a  person  to  such  a  secresy,  might  prepare  tne  hearts  of  those 
commanders  of  Israel,  to  the  expectation  of  some  great  design; 

The  inmost  room  is  but  close  enough  for  this  act.  Ere  mimv 
hours,  idl  brael  shall  know  that,  which  yet  may  not  be  trusted  with 
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M  tye.  yht  jgoodness  of  Oed  makes  wise  prorisioit^  for  the  safe- 
ty ^toB  mdftengers ;  and,  while  he  employs  their  service,  prevents 
tt(arAu%dns. 

But  liovlr  H  it,  tiiat,  of  ail  the  kings  of  the  ten  tribes,  none  wat 
«rer  anointed,  but  Jehu  ?  ts  it,  for  diat  the  God,  who  would  not 
ewmtenanee  the  erection  of  that  usurped  throne,  would  counter 
sfiite  tftfe  alteration  i  Or  is  it,  that  by  this  risible  testimony  of  dU 
^M  tfrtdlkatibn  the  courage  of  the  Israelitish  captains  mtght  be 
Aisbd  up,  to  seeond  the  mgh  and  bold  attempt  of  nim,  whom  the/ 
«#  destined  from  heaven  to  rale  ? 

T»get1icar  with  the  oil  of  this  unction,  here  was  a  charge  of  re- 
f6agt ;  a  reVenge  of  the  blood  of  the  prophets,  upon  Jezebel ; 
«f  ^kedness  and  idolatry,  upon  Ahah :  neither  was  die  extir- 
ftHtum  of  this  lewd  family  fbreprophesied  only  to  Jehu,  but  en^ 
joihed. 

Elijah  foretold,  and  the  world  expected,  some  fearful  account,^ 
af  ttifif  aboihltia)>Ie  cruelty  and  iniplety  of  that  accursed  house^. 
Now  ft  is  called  for,  when  It  seemed  forgotten.  Ahab  shall  have  no 
pcMlefit]^  ;  Jezd[>el  shall  have  no  tomb,  but  the  dogs.  This  woefid 
mm  is  committed  to  Jehu*s  execution. 

Oh  the  sute^  though  patient  justice  of  the  Almighty !  Not  only 
Abab  and  Jezebel  had  been  bloody  and  idolatrous,  but  Israel  was' 
Aratm  into  the  partnership  of  their  crimes.  Alllhese  shall  share  in^ 
Ae  judgment.  Elijah's  cooipkint  in  the  care  now  receives  tliii^ 
hte  answer  :  Ha^cl  shall  pl^«e  Israel :  Jehu  shall  pl^ue  the 
boose  of  Ahab  and  Jezebei.  Elisha*s  servant  thus  seconds  Elisha^s 
ttaster.  When 'wickedness  is  ripe  in  the  field,  God  vrill  not  let  it 
^  to  grow  again ;  and  cuts  it  up,  by  a  just  and  seasonable  ven- 
geance. Ahab's  drooping  uiider  the  threat  hath  put  off  the  judg- 
fiKttt,from  his  own  days :  now  it  comes,  and  sweeps  away  his  wife, 
his  issue ;  and  falls  heavy  upon  his  subjects.  Please  yourselves,  O 
Jt  vain  sinners,  in  the  slow  pace  of  vengeance.  It  wiH  be  neither 
ascertain,  nor  more  easy,  ror  the  delay :  father  it  were  to  pay  for 
that  leisure,  in  the  extremity. 

The  prophet  hath  done  his  errand,  and  is  gone.  Jehu  returns  to 
his  feHows,  %ith  his  head  not  more  wet  with  oil,  thaU  busied  with 
thoughts.  No  doubt,  his  face  bewrayed  some  inward  tumults  and 
iislractions  of  imagination  :  neither  seemed  he  to  return  the  same 
he  went  out.  They  ask  therefore,  7^  a// a;rfZ  ^  Wherefore  came 
ihis  mat  fellow  iothecf  ' 

The  prophets  of  God  were  to  these  idolatrous  Israelites,  like 

comets ;  who  were  never  seen,  without  the  portendment  of  a  mis- 
^icf.  When  the  priests  of  their  Baai  were  quietly  sacrificing,  all 

'^  well ;  but  now,,  when  a  prophet  of  Gocl  comes  iu  sight,  their 
EJ^ess  asks.  Is  all  well  9  All  would  be  well,  but  for  their  sing* 

They  fear  not  these  ;  they  fear  their  reprover. 

jsrael  was  come  to  a  good  pass,  when  the  prophets  of  God  went 

^  them  for  madmen.    O  ye  Baalitish  ruflBans,  whither  hath  your 

Bnpiety  and  }?rofaneness  carried  you,  that  ye  should  thus  olas- 

PhcoK  tht  servants  of  the  living  God  }  Ye,-  tnat  tun  on  madding 
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si^r  vain  idols^  taK  the  sober  giiidesof  true  worship,  for  tnadneisi, 
Thus  it  becomes  the  godless  enemies  of  truth,  the  aeralda  of  our 
patience;  to  miscal  our  innocence,  to  revile  our  most  iioIyprQ* 
fession.  .What  wonder  is  it,  that  God^s  messengm  are  .inadinen 
upto  those,  to  whom  the  wisdom  of  God  is  fooUsnni^,? 

The  mesage  was  not  delivered  to  Jehu,  for  a  concealaieut^  but 
for  publication.  Silence  could  npt  effect  the  word,  that  was  told. 
him ;  common  notice  must ;  *^  Yc  kmw  the  many  and  kis  commit 
nication.    The  habit  shows  you  the  man ;  the  calling  shows  you 
his  errand.^'  Even  Prophets  were  distinguished  by  their  clotaes*. 
Their  mantle  was  not  tne  common  wear.  Why  should  oot  this  sa* 
qred  vocation  jbe  knowfi  by  a  peculiar  attire  ?  These  captains  had 
not.  called  him  a  madman,  if  they  had  not  known  him  a  propjiet. 
By  the  man  therefore,  they  might  guess  at  his  message.  Fropbets 
do  not  use  to  appear,  but  upon  serious  errands ;  whether  of  r&. 
proof,  or  of  prediction. 

"Nice  civihdes  of  denials  w6re  not  then  known  to  the  world. 
Tbev  said,  //  is  Jalse ;  iell.  tis  now.  Amongst  theise  captains^  no 
comoat,  no  unkindness  follows,  upon  a  word  so  rudely  fiuniliar. 

Jehu  needs  not  tell  them,  that  the  man  was  a  proppet ;  he  telli^ 
them  the  prophecy  of  the  man ;  what  he  had  said,  what  he  had 
done. 

Their  eyes  had  no  sooner  seen  the  oil,  their  ears  had  no  sooner 
beard,  Thus  saith  the  Lord^  I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  Is^^ael, 
than  they  rise  from  their  seats,  as  rapt  with  a  tempest,  and  are 
burled  into  arms.  So  do  they  haste  to  proclaim  Jehu,  that  they 
scarce  stay  to  snatch  up  their  garments  ^  .wliich  they  had  perhaps 
left  beliind  them  for  speed,  had  they  not  meant  with  these  rich 
habiliments,  to  garnish  a  state  for  their  new  sovereign.  To  whom, 
baving  now  erected  an  extemporal  throne,  they  do,  by  the  sound 
^  trumpets,  give  the  style  of  royalty,  ./Mm  is  king. 

So  much  credit  hath  that  mad  fellow  Mrith  these  gallants  of  Israel, 
fhat  upon  his  word  they  will  presently  adventure  their  lives,  and 
change  the  crown.  God  gives  a  secret  authority  to  bis  despised 
servants ;  so  as  they,  which  hate  their  person,  yet  reverence  tbeir 
truth :  even  very  scomers  cannot  but  believe  tHiem.  If,  when  the 
prophets  of  the  Gospel  tell  us  of  a  spiritual  kingdom,  they  be  dis- 
trusted of  those  which  profess  to  observe  them,  how  shfuneful  is 
the  disproportion  t  how  just  shall  their  judgment  be ! 

Yet  1  cannot  say,  whether  mere  obedience  to  the  prophet,  or 
personal  disUkeS  of  Jehoram,  or  partial  respects  to  Jehu,  drew  the 
captains  of  Israel.  The  will  or  God  may  be  done  tbanklesalj^; 
irben,  fulfilling  tlie  substance,  we  fail  of  the  intention,  and  err  ia 
circtimstance. 

Only  Ramoth  is  conscious  of  this  sudden  inauguration.  This 
new  princedom  yet  reaches  no  further,  than  the  sound  of  tlic 
trumpet.  Jehu  is  no  less  subtle,  than  valiant.  He  knew,  that  the 
notice  of  this  unexpected  change  might  work  a  busy  and  danger- 
ous resistance :  he  therefore  gives  order,  that  no  messenger  of  thq 
news  may  prevent  his  personal  execution  j  that  so  he  might  sur- 
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prise  Jchonun  in  his  palace  of  Jezreel,  whether  tending  his  tatb 
viroiidB)  or  securely  feasting  his  friends,  and  dreaming  of  nothing 
leiithan  danger ;  and  might  be  seen  and  felt,  at  once.  Secresy  is 
the  nfest  guard  of  any  design.  Disclosed  ^jrojects  are  either 
friutnted,  or  made  needlessly  difficult. 

Neither  is  Jeba  more  close,- than  swift.  That  very  trumpet  with 
the  same  wind  sounds  bis  march.  From  the  top  oi  the  stairs,  hW 
aepsdown  into  his  chariot.  That  man  means  to  speed,  who  can 
he  at  once  reserved  in  his  counsels,  and  resolute  and  quick  in  his 
peifoniiaDces. 

Who  could  but  pity  the  unhappy  and  unseasonable  visitation  of 
die  grandchild  of  Jehoshaphat,  were  it  not  that  he  was  degenerate 
into  the  family  of  Ahab  ?  Ahaziah^  kine  of  Jiulah,  is  come  to  visit 
Jehoiam,  king  of  Israel.  The  knowledge  of  his  late  received 
founds  hadi  curawn  thither  this  kind  ilt-matched  ally.  He,  who 
was  partner  of  the  war,  cannot  but  be  a  visitor  of  tKe  wounds. 

The  two  kings  are  in  the  height  of  their  compliment  and  enter- 
taimnents,  when  the  watchman  of  the  tower  of  Jezreel  espies  a 
troop,  afiar*  off.  For  ought  was  known,  there  was  nothing  but 
peace,  in  aU  the  land  of  Isfael ;  and  Judah  was  now  so  combined 
widi  it,  that  both  their  kings  were  feasting  under  one  roof:  yet 
in  the  midst  of  this  supposed  safety,  the  watch-tower  is  not  uD-» 
fiinushed  with  beedy  eyes.  No  security  of  peace  can  free  wise 
gpveroors,  from  a  careful  suspicion  of  what  may  come,  and  a  pro- 
Tideace  agmnst  the  worst.  Even  while  we  know  of  no  enemies^ 
the  watch*tower  of  due  intelligence  may  not  be  empty. 

hi  vain  are  dangers  foreseen,  if  they  be  not  premontshed.  It  is 
«B  one,  to  have  a  blind  and  a  mute  watchman.  This  speaks  what 
lie  sees ;  I  see  a  axmpamf^ 

Doubtless,  Jehoram's  head  was  now  full  of  thoughts:  neither 
Imev  he,  what  construction  to  put  upon  this  approaching  troop.. 
"  Berfaaps,  the  Syrians,'*  he  things,  ^^  may  have  recovered  Ra^ 
^Mh;  and  chased  the  garrison  of  Israel."  Neither  can  he  ima* 
{ioe,  whether  these  should  be  hostile  victors,  or  vanquished  sub«- 
)ectB,  or  cmaspiring  rebels.  Every  way,  this  rout  was  dreadfoL 
0  Jehoram,  thou  beginnest  thy  fears  too  late.  Uadst  thou  beeQ 
>fNid  to  provoke  the  God  of  Israel,  thine  innocency  had  yielded 
fio  iroom  to  these  terrors. 

.  A  horseman  b  dispatched,  to  discover  the  meanioe  of  this  de* 
ieried  concourse,  He*meets  them,  and  inauiies  of  peace;  but 
iocoi?es  a  short  answer ;  What  hast  thou  to  ao  with  peace  f  Turn 
^  kkind  me.  A  second  is  addressed ;  with  the  same  suc^eiasl 
fiodi  attend  the  train  of  Jehu,  instead  of  returning.  Indeed,  it  fi 
Dot  for  pritmte  persons,  to  hope  to  rectify  the  public  aflietirs,  wheA 
tbey  are  |prown  to  a  height  of  disorder,  and  from  thence  to  a  ripei 
Ms  of  iniscarriage.  fiobner  may  a  welUmeaning  man  hurt  hun* 
^f  than  redress  the  common  dan^. '  <  •  •/* 

These  messengers  were  now  within  the  mercy  of  a  miiltitttA^  ^ 
Had  they  but  endeavoured  to  retire,  diey  had  perished  as  wilfWHy^ 
^mi4y..  Whosoerer  will  te  striving  against  the  tomtit nfift-j^^ 
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}iidgiaant,  must  needs  be  ctrried  down  in  the  stratm. 

there  is  as  much  wisdom  in  yielding,  as  courage  in  resistance. 

Had  this  troop  bera  far  off,  tl^  watchman  could  not  have  do* 
scried  the  arrivai  of  the  measengersi  their  tamtng  bdund,  the  niao^ 
ner  of  the  march.  Jehu  was  a  noted  captain.  His  carriage,  and 
motion^  was  observed  more  full  of  fire,  than  his  fdloiwB;  The 
driving  is  like  Jehu's^  far  he  drivnth/unousfy.  God  makes  choice 
of  fit  instruments,  as  of  mercy,  so  of  revenge.  These  apirits  were 
needful  for  so  tragical  a  scene,  as  was  now  preparing  in  Israel. 

Jehoram  and  Ahaziah,  as  nettled  with  tnis  forced  patience  of 
ex])ectation,  can  no  longer  keep  their  seats ;  but  will  needs  hasten 
their  chariots ;  and  fetch  that  costly  satisfaction,  which  would  not 
be  sent,  but  given. 

They  are  infatuated,  which  shall  perish :  otherwise  Jehoram  had 
beeii  warned  enough,  by  the  forcible  retention  of  his  messengers, 
to  expect  none  but  aa  enemy :  a  friend  or  a  subject  could  not  nav^ 
been  unwilling  to  be  known,  to  be  looked  for :  now,  fisi^ttmg  his 
wounds,  he  will  go  to  fetch  death. 

Yet,  when  he  sees  Jehu,  whom  he  left  a  subject,  hopes  strive 
with  his  doubts ;  ^^  Is  it  peace^  Jehu  ?  What  may  be  the  reason  of 
this  sudd^  journey  ?  Is  the  army  foiled  by  the  Syrians  ?  IsRamodi 
recovered  ?  Or  hath  the  flight  of  the  enemy  left  thee  no  further 
work  ?  Or  is  some  other  ill  news  guilty  of  thy  haste  i  Wfatft  omsiiS 
this  unwished  preseuee  and  return  ?" 

There  needs  no  stay  for  an  answer.  The  very  face  of*  J^u, 
and 'those  sparkling  eyes  of  his,  spake  fury,  and  death  to  Jehoram; 
which  yet  his  tongue  angrily  seconds :  **  What  peace j  so  long  as 
ffie  whofxd^ms  qf  thjf  ^iMtlier  Jezebel  and  her  witchcrafts  are  s$ 
mam/  f  Wicked  tyrant,  wliat  speakest  thou  of  peace  with  men^ 
when  thou  hast  thus  long  waged  war  with  the  Almighty?  That 
cursed  mother  of  tlnnc  hath  nursed  thee  with  blood,  and  trained 
thee  up  in  abominable  idolatries.  Thou  art  not  more  hoi-s,  than 
her  sin  is  thine.  Thou  art  polluted  widi  her  sjnritual  whoredomSi 
jmd  enchanted  with  her  hellish  witchcrafts.  Now,  that  just  Goip 
whom,  thou  and  thy  parents  have  so  heinously  despited,  sends  tiM 
by  me  this  last  message  of  his  venceance ;"  which  while  he  spake, 
Jtus  hand  is  drawing  up  that  deaiBy  arsow,  which  sbatt  core  ths 
former  wounds  with  a  worse. 

.  Too  late  now,  doth  wretched  Jehoram  turn  his  chariot)  and  flee, 
•nd  cry  **  Treason,  O  Ahaziah."  There  was  treason  befors,  O 
jilehoram :  thy  treason  against  the  Majes^  of  God  is  now  tevenged, 
by  the  treason  of  Jehu  against  thee.  That  £stal  shaft,  notwiti^ 
fkmdiBg  the  swift  pace  of  both  the  chariotB,  is  directed  to- the 
)mrt  of  Jehoram.  There  is  no  errmg  of  those  feathers,  which  ars 
guided  by  the  hand  of  destiny. 

.  How  just  are  the  judgments  of  God !  It^was  in  the  field  <tf  Ns» 
both,  wherein  Jehoram  n;iet  with  Jehu  t  that  very  ground  csQsd  t# 
ti$^  tot  Mood.  And  now  this  uew  avenger  nftnembers  tbst  |^ro- 
l^y,  wbieh  he  heard  from  the  mouth  of  Eliiali,  in  that  vert 
9ii««,foUairi^  iscorefolto  perfMiiir 
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liak  did  Jehu  thmk^  iriiQii  he  heard  that  meA»ge  of  Elijah,  that 
kv  baads  ^buld  act  it:  now,  as  zealous  of  accomplishing  the  wcqfd 
of  a  prophet^  he  gives  cbarRe  to  Bidkar  his  captain ,  that  the 
bleeding  carcase  of  Jehoram  should  be  cast  upon  that  very  plat  oi 
Naboth.  Oh  Nshoth^s  blood  wdl  paid  for !  Ahab's  blood  i&  licked 
by  dogSy  in  th^  verv  place,  where  those  dogs  licked  NabothV; 
Jebomm>  blood  shalf  manure  tha^  ground,  which  was  wrung  frooi 
Naboth;  and  Jezebel  shall  add  to  this  compost!  Qh  gardaa  of 
hoffas  deai^  d>^iM|htr  royally  dunked  1     . 

What  a  reymbtante  theie  is>  oetwixt  the  death  of  the  father 
lod  tbe  sou ';  Ahab  and  Jehoram !  Both  are  dain  in  their  chariot  i 
both  vnA  an  arrow  i  both  repay  their  blood  to  Naboth ;  and  hqw 
porfect  is  this  retaEation  !  Not  only  Naboth  miscarried  in  that  cruci 
uyustice,  but  his  sons  also ;  else  the  inheritance  of  tbe  vineyard 
bftd  descended  to  his  heirs,  notwithstanding  his  pretended  offence : 
and  now  not  only  Ahab  forfeits  his  blood  to  this  field,  but  his  soft 
Jehotaoi  also.  Face  dotk  not  more  answer  to  face,  than  p^ish- 
aeottosin*   ' 

It  was  time  for  Abaziah  king  of  Judah^  to  flee :  nay>  it  ba4 
been  time  long  before^  to  have  fled  from  the  sins,  yea  fVom  the 
braae  of  Ahab.  That  brand  is  fearful,  which  God  sets  upom  him  i 
He  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lordy  as  did  the  hpu^  of  Ahai^  for 
be  was  the  son-in-law  of'^the  house  of  Ahab.  Affinity  ia  too  ^tfi» 
y  of  corruption.  The  son  of  good  -Jehoshaplut  is  lost  in 
^s  daughter. 

Now  be  pays  for  his  kind  alliance ;  accompanying  the  son  of 
Ahd>  in  his  death,  whom  he  consorted  with  in  his  idolatry.  Young 
Abaziah  was  scarce  warm  in  his  throne,  when  the  mismatched 
Uoad  of.  AthaUah  is  required  from  him.  Nothing  is  more  danger-^ 
m,  than  to  be  imped  m  a  wicked  family :  this  relation  too  ottea 
dram  in  a  ahare,  both  of  sin  and  punishment. 

Who  would  not  have  looked,  that  Jezebel,  hearing  of  this  bloody 
end  of  her  son  and  pursuit  of  her  ally  and  the  fearml  proceedingf 
of  tbis.  prosferous  conspiracy,  should  have  put  herself  into  sa^ck* 
dotb.and  asacs  ;  and  now,  finding  no  means  either  of  defence  o« 
tK«^,  should  have  cast  herself  into  such  a  pasture  of  bumiliatiov^ 
If  might  have  moved  the  compassion  of  Jehu  ?  Her  pcoud  heart 
coqU  not  suddenly  learn  to  stoop :  rather,  she  recollects  her  higli 
V^\  andt  instead  of  humbling  her  soul  by  repentaoi:e  and  ad^ 
mrin^  ^erself  for  an  imminent  death,  she  pranks  up  her  old  car« 
CM  sad  paints  her  wrinjkled  fooe^  and,  as  one  that  vainly  |HP^ 
^daunt  the  couniee  ef  a  usurper  by  th^  sudden  beam?  of  ma^ml^% 
^  b)oks  out,  and  thinks  to  fright  him  with  tbe  challeiM^  pf  4 
^tor,  whose  either  mercy  or  justice  could  not  be  avoided.  Eju 
^Rmity  fimls  us  such,  as  our  peace  leaves  us^  Our  last  thoughts 
^JiimvvwiklAyf^^u^mmf^.  Those,  that hasre rtgatdedt 
«Qr  fine  more  than  thdr  sqq]^  in  thair  latter  end  are  moire  takeu 

^  with:d^ni  of  ^eeniiog  fiur^  iha^  beio^^  ItiaiioiMi«» 

J^r  if  a  liaEqrt  obduo^  vmh  the  cpston^  oTsinabut  ^p  gnukfsh^jl^ 
^^PWWBit  Uaitfy  a^ect  i»<^  nitfiinVyayd  ^|M'lea^^>e$ll  .  * 
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Jeba^s  resolution  was  too  strongly  settled,  to  be  remoTed  whli  a 
painted  face,  or  an  oppobrioiis  toi^gue.  He  looks  up  to  the  win- 
dow, and  says,  Who  is  on  my  side,  Who  9  There  want  not' those 
every  where,  which  will  be  ready  to  observe  prevailing  matness. 
Two  or  three  eunuchs  look  out.  He  bids  them,  TkrcnO  ner  down. 
They  instantly  lav  hold  on  their  lately-adored  mistress ;  and,  not- 
withstanding  all  her  shrieks  and  prayers,  cast  her  down  headlong 
into  the  street. 

What  heed  is  to  be  taken,  of  the  deep-professed  services  of 
hollow-hearted  followers !  AD  this  while,  they  have  humbly,  with 
smiles  and  officious  devotions,  fawned  upon  their  great  queen: 
now,  upon  the  call  of  a  prbsperous  cncany,  tbOT  forget  their  re- 
spects,  tier  royalty ;  and  cast  her  down^  as  willing  executionecs, 
into  the  iaws  of  a  fearful  death.  It  is  hard  for  greatness  to  know 
them,  whom  it  may  trust.  Perhaps  the  fairest  semblance  is  from 
the  falsest  heart. 

It  was  a  just  pli^e  of  God  upon  wicked  Jezebel,  that  she  was 
inwardly  hated  of  her  own.  He,  whose  servants  she  persecuted, 
raised  up  enemies  to  her,  from  her  own  elbow. 

Thus  must  pride  fall.  Insolent,  idolatrous,  cruel  Jezebel  be- 
sprinkles the  walk  and  pavement  with  her  blood ;  and  now  those 
brains,  that  devised  mischief  against  the  servants  of  God,  are 
strawed  upon  the  stones;  and  she,  that  insulted  upon  the  pro- 
phets, is  trampled  upon  by  the  horses*  heels :  The  wicked  is  tcept 
for  the  day  of  destruction,  and  shall  be  brought  forth  to  the  day  of 
wrath. 

'  Death  puts  an  end,*  commonly,  to  the  highest  displeasure.  He, 
that  was  s^ere  in  the  execution  of  the  livmg,  is  merciful  in  the 
sepulture  of  the  dead ;  Go,  see  now  this  cursed  woman,  and  bury 
her,  for  she  is  a  king^s  daughter.  She,  that  upbraided  Jehu  wita 
the  name  of  Zimri,  shall  be  interred  by  Jehu  as  Onui*s  daughter- 
in-law,  as  a  Sidonian  princess.  Somewhat  must  be  yielded  to  hu- 
manity ;  somewhat,  to  state. 

•  The  dogs  have  prevented  Jehu  in  his  purpose :  and  have  given 
her  a  livine  tomb,  more  ignoble  Hvm  the  worst  or  tlie  earth.  Only 
the  scull,  nands,  and  feet  of  that  vanished  carcase  yet  remain : 
the  scull,  which  was  the  roof  of  all  her  wicked  devices ;  the  hands 
apd  feet,  which  were  the  executioners.  These  shall  remain,  as 
the  monuments  of  those  shameful  exequies ; "  that  future  times, 
a^ing  these  fragments  of  a  body,  might  say,  "  The  do^rs  were 
#orthy  of  the  rest."  Thus,  Jezebel  is  turned  to  dung,  and  dogs-"^ 
Bteat ;  Elijah  is  verified ;  Naboth  is  revenged  j  Jezreel  is  purged  j 
Jehu  is  sesdous ;  and  in  all,  God  is  just.  2  Rings  ix. 

JLBHU  KILLING  THE  SONS  OF  AHAB,  AND  THE  PRIESTS 

OF  BAAL.  •  .         r 

TftERjs  were*  two  prime  cities  of  the  ten  tribes,  which  weri  tfie  "Stt 
tiaurta  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel ;  Samaria  and  Jezreel^  The'chi^ 
palace  of  the  kingdom^  was  Jezre6l$  the  mother  city '^of  the  Mng^ 
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(tam/wM  Ssmaria.  Jehu  k  poMOied  of  die  one,  vidHMit  any 
smird  dfawD  agaimt  him:  Jeeneel  willingly  changes  tiie  raaslorf 
yjelding  itself  to  the  victor  of  two  kings^  to  the  avenger  of  Jezo* 
beL  The  next  care  is  Saxnoria :  either  policy  or  force  shaM  fetch 
ill  that  heul  <^  the  tribes. 
Tlie  plentiful  iasue  of  princes,  is  no  smaH  assaraace  to  die  peo* 
s.  Ahab  had  sons  eaoa^h,  tofUmish  tbethrooescf  all  the  neigli* 
ur  nations ;  to  osaintain  the  hopes  of  sncoeasion,  to  «y  times: 
How  secinre  did  he  think  the  perpetaation  of  his  posteritT»  w4ien 
k  nw  seventy  sons  from  his  otva  loins !  Neither  was  this  roysl 
issue  trusted,  either  to  weak  waUs  or  to  one  rodf,  but  to  Aettron^ 
bnlwarks  of  Samaria,  and  therein  to  the  sereia)  guards  of  the  eliia 
peers*  It  was  the  wise  care  of  their  parents,  not  to  have  them  ob^ 
oozious  to  the  danger  of  a  common  miscarriage,  or  of  those  emu« 
kbns  winch  wait  ppon  the  doyedness  of  an  undivided  coffveraa^ 
tion ;  but  to  order  their  separation  so,  a*  one  may  reseuo  otiiet 
from  the  peril  of  assault,  as  one  may  oMObt  other  ont  of  a  fiunk 
bur  strangeness.  Had  Ahab  and  Jezebm  bieen  as  wise  for  their 
souls,  as  they  were  for  their  seed,  both  had  prospered. 

Jehu  is  yet  but  in  his  first  act.  If  all  tne  sons  of  Ahab  bleed 
sot,  the.  prophecy  is  unanswered.  ' 

There  shall  be  no  need  pf  his  sword :  his  pen  shafl  work  aQ  diis 
siai]gfater«  He  writes  a  challMge  to  Samaria,  atnd  therein  to  the 
^uaraiaas  of  the  sons  of  Ahab ;  faring  them,  out  of  the  confidence 
m  their  defenced  city,  ia  their  charLots  and  horded,  in  tiieir  asso^ 
ciites  and  arms,  to  set  up  the  beM  of  their  master^s  sons  on  his  faX 
tkr's  throne,  rad  to  fignt  for  his  succession. 

All  the  governors  of  Ahsdb's  children  conspire  in  one  common 
fear.  No  doubt,  there  wanted  not,  in  tliat  numerous  brood  of 
bags,  some  ^ei^  spirits,  that,  if  at  least  they  attained  to  the  no^ 
tice  oif  this  &ngn,  longed  for  a  revenue ;  and  suggested  counsels 
of  resolution  to  their  cowanUy  guardians:  <'  Shall  an  audacious 
Qsarper  ran  dius  away  with  the  crown  of  brad  f  Shall  the  Mood 
of  Jesebd  be  thus  traitorously  >plk,  thos  wilAiHy  forgotten  ?  O 
fanefites,  can  you  be  so  base,  as  to  bo  rirfed  by  my  rather^s  ser« 
mt?  Where  are  the  m&rimctAhub  and  Jehefmm?  What  is  b^ 
come  of  the  loyal  courage  of  brael  ?  Doubdess,  ye  shall  not  wasnt 
>ble  seconds  to  your  vafour.  Do  ye  think  the  royal  and  potent 
sUiaoces  of  oar  aootber  Jezebel,  i^  the  remaining  heirs  of  judah, 
ctQ  dmw  back  their  hands  from  yoar  aid  ?  WiS  th^y  endure  to 
nrallow  so  cruel  an  indignity  /  Stir  up  your  astonished  fortitude^ 
0  ye  nobles  of  Israel.  Redeem  yoar  bleedin?  honour.  Revenge 
tins  treacherous  con^irator ;  and  establish  t^  right  of  the  nn» 
doubted  heirs  of  ycur  sovereign.*^  But,  as  warm  cfothes  to  a  d^ul 
lun,  so  are  the  motions  of  valour  to  a  fearful  heart ;  BeMd,  two 
kmgs  stood  not  before  hiniy  how  then  shall  we  sttmd  ? 
.  Fear  aftidbu  itself,  rather  than  it  will  mat  bugs  of  terror.  It 
is  true,  two  Kings  fell  before  Jehu ;  but,  two  kings  muinnod,  ttn^ 
gttonied.  Had  not  the  sarprisal  of  Jehu  taken  advantage  of  tba 
unsuspicious  nahwliwps  af  tfaa«o  two  prinees^  his  victory  bad  .not 
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been  thus  fiucceseful,  thus  easy.  Half  one  of  those  two  kingif 
upon  advertisement  and  preparation,  had  abated  the  fury  of  that 
hot  leaider. 

..  It  is  the  fashion  of  fear,,  to  represent  unto  us  abrays  the  worst^ 
in  every  event;  not  looking  at  the  inequality  of  the  advantages^ 
l^ut  the  misery  c^  the  .success;  as,  contrarily,  it  is  the  guise  of 
f^ith  and  valour,  by  the  ^ood  issue  of  one  enterprise  to  raise  up 
the,  heart,  to  an  expeotatton  and  assurance  of  more. 
I  These  men^s  liearts  are  dead  with,  their  kings ;  neither  dare  en- 
tertain tbe  hope  of  a  safe  and  prosperous  resistance,  but  basely 
l^urp,  IV^  are  thy  servants ^  and  will  do  all  $hai  thou  shall  bid  us ; 
we  will  not.  make  at^.king;  do  thou  that  which  is  good  in  thi}ie 
fyes. 

.  Well  may  Jehu  think,  ^'  These  men,  which  are  thus  disloyal  \o 
jheiif  charge^  cannot  be  faithful  to  me.  It  is  their  fear,  that  draws 
them  to  this  observation,.  Were  they  not  cowards,  they  would  not 
jbe.trakors  to  their  prin/pes,  subjects  to  me«  I  may  use  their  hands, 
l>ut  I  will  not  t'ruft  diem.  It. is  a  thankless  obedience,  that  is 
grounded  upon  fear.  .There  can  be  no  true  fidelity,  without  love 
fuid  roverence.V,  . Neither  is.  it  otlier,  betwixt  God. and  us.  If  out 
of  a  dread  of  hell  we  be  officious,  who  shall  thank  us,  for  these 
rcspqcts  to.ou;rselves?'        : :  - .      ». 

As  one  Uiat  h9dr^ted  already  th^  sweetness  of  a  rasolute  expe^ 
jditioQ,  J<b1iu  >vrit^,back  instantly,  If  yt  be  miney  aitd  if  ye  will 
fiearken.U7}to  my  voice^  t^key^xthe  heads 0f  the  vicn/t/tou?"  7naster^s 
SpnSf  a7\d  foinejo  vxe  toJezxeel  to^moi^pw  this  time.  ■  Valiant  Jehu 
was  so  well  acquainted  with- tlm  iiat(ure  of  fear,  that  he  well  knew, 
this  passion,,  o^^e  ^rown .desperate,,  would  be  ready  to  swallow  all 
Qoqdpions;  so.^rtheref pre,  doth  his  .wisdom  improve  it,  as  to 
make  these  peers  .his  eKecutiqner^ ; .  wiio,  presently,  upon  the  re-* 
cei{^t  of  his  charge,  t^rn  cruel ;.^nd,. by  a  joii^t  consent,  fetch  off 
U)e  seventy  l)eads,ef-thp^  prjnc.ei,  .vtrbooi  they,  utidertookito  guard, 
whom. they  b^  fk^^red  WAt^Kt'^JibpeSi^f  greater  honour. 

No  doubt,  .iHiK.^nao^gst  so.  {tiany  sqrv  of  Abab,  sonoe  had  so  de^ 
meai^ed  th^m^ve$,  that  th^y  had*  wonjsealous  professions  of  love 
irgm:  their  gilarfiiaii^.  •  £x<;^pt  perjbap^  death  stole  upon  them  in 
aleep,  what  |eajrs,  wh^it  €a)tre$tie^j  what  conjurations  miist  here 
ncf^havc  been  I  ^'  Wha^  have  w^ejdoi;^,  O  ye  peersiof  Israel,  that 
might  deservc'tlus, bloody' itiea^prf;?  ?,  We  are  the  sons  of  Ahab; 
therefore  have  ye  hitherto  p^rotessed  to  observe  us.  >  What  change 
^^  this?    Why  should  that,  which  hath  hidiertokept  you  loyal, 
now  malve  you  cruel  ?    Is  this  the  reward  of  the  long  peaceable 
government  of  our  father  ?    Are.  these  the  trophies  of  Ahab's  vic- 
tories agjtimst  Benhadad  j  .lehoram^s,  against  Uazael  i   If  we  mav 
not  reign^  yet,, at  least,  let  us  liye :  or,  if  we  must  die,  why  wiil 
your  hands  be  imbrued  in  that  blood,  which  ye  Inid  wont  to  term 
xoyaLand^sacredfi   Why  will  ye,  of  tutors,, turn  murderers?'* 
*  .Alljpleas  are  ia  vdin  to  them,. that  are  deafened  with  their  owti 
feairs..  Perhaps,  these exp^tulatiot^s misht havefetched soiBfiBdevv» 
of  ^plty  'Uq^  the  ey ^  wd  iussei  from*  &  lips,'joC  these  .un^tlifui 
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kmlrs^  but  cfifinot  prevent  the  stroke  of  death.  These  crocodiles 
weep  upon  those,  whom  they  must  kill;  and,  If  their  own  sons 
hd  been  iti  the  place  of  AhaVs,  doubtless  they  had  been  sacrificed 
to  the  will  of  a  usurper,  to  the  parents*  safety* 

It  is  ill. relying  upon  timorous  natures:  upon  every  occasion, 
those  crazy  reeds  will  break,  and  run  into  6ur  hands. 

Ho^  WorChy  Wete  Ahab  and  Jezebel  of  suchfrienifs  I  TTiey  had 
keen  ever  false  to  God ;  how  should  men  be  true  to  them !  They 
Ind  sold  tbemselves  to  wofk  wickedness,  ai\d  now  they  are  requited 
vith  a  mercenary  fidelity :  for  a  few  lines,  have  these  men  sold  all 
the  heads  of  Anab's  posterityi  Could  ever  the  policy  of  Jezebel* 
bive  readied  so  fiir,  as  to  suspect  the  possibility  of  the  extirpa* 
tion  of  so  ample  an  issue  in  one  night,  by  t^  htaiids  of  her  trustiest' 
nbjects?  •  •  ^ 

No^  she,  diat,  by  her  letter  serit  to  the  elders  of  Jezreel,  shed' 
^  blood  of  Naboth  and  his  sons;  hath  the  blood  of  all'her  sons 
sW,  by  a  letter  sent  from  Jezited'to  the  elders  of  Samaria.  At 
last,  God  will  be  sure  to  come  out  of  the  debt  of  wicked  sinners  ;• 
and  urill  pay  them  with  that  coin,  which  is  both  most  pr6per  and 
•aJt  looked  for. 

Early  in  tlie  mpming,  in  that  gate  of  Jezreel  whcnre  Ahab  had 
Passed  many  an  unjust  sentence,  is  presented  unto  J^hu  tlie  fearful* 

pWge  6f  Ihs  sovereignty,*  seventy  ghastly  heads  of  the  sons  of 

Ahab*  -■'••••  ■  ■        .'  /'is* 

Sonofe  eamal  eye,  that  had  seen  so  many* young  and  smooth' 
&ces  besmeared  with  bloody  w6ukl  have  melted  into-.cOmpassion'; 
'^Jttoaning  their  Tiannless  age,  theit  untimely  end.  It  is*  not' for 
^  justiee  of  God,  tO' stand  at  the  bar  of  our  corrupted  judg- 
Bent.  Except  we  incliide  some  grstndchildren  of  Ahirb  withm 
ftis  Dumber  j  none  of  these  died  before  they  were  seaisoned:  witfa^ 
'•wrtble  idolatry ;  or  if  they  bad,  they  were  in  the  loins  of  Ahaby 
^n  he  sold  himself  to  work  wickedness ;  and  now  it  is  just  with^ 
God,  to  punish  Ahab^s  wickedne*  iii  this  fruit  of  his  Idins.  The 
W?  severity  of  God  in  the  revenge  of  sin  sometimes  goes  sofar^ 
*»t  our  ignorance  is  ready  to  mistake  it  tor-cruelty.  * 

Th6  wonder,  and  horror,  of  those'  two  heaps  hath  easily  drawn 
^^her  the  people  of  Jezreel.  Jehu  meets- therm,  in  that  seat  of 
pablie  judgment ;  and,  finding  mut^h  atnazedness  find  passionate 
^^nfusidn  in  their  faces,  he  clearvthem,  and  sends  them  to  the  true 
^'rigmal  of  these  sudden  and  astonishing  massacres.  'However -his 
^"^  cotifijiiTacy,  and  the  cowardly  treachety*Jof  the  princes  of  Is-k 
11^1)  had  bcfen  (not  without  their  hbinoussin)  the  visible  mtetis  of 
this  judgment,  yet  he  directs  their  eyes  to  a  hi|?her  authority ;  the 
JQft  decree  lof  me  Almighty,  manifested  by  bis  servant  £lijah; 
^0,  even  liy  the  willing  sins  of  men,  ban  most  wisely,  most  hos* 
^^^h  fetch:  "about  his  most  righteous  and  blessed  purposes.  .  If 
^P^  peers  of  Samaria,  out  of  a  base  fear,  if  Jehu,  out  of  an  ambi« 
*£?  ^^^%"'"gj  sl*^  *e  fo^^l  blood  of  Ahab's  posterity,  the  sin  is 
|»eir  own ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  the  act  is  no  other,  than  what 
^  infinite'  justice  of  God  would  justly- work  by  their  misiuten- 
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Let  these  Israetitess  but  look  up  from  earth  to  heaven,  these  tm« 
gical  changes  cannot  trouble  them*  Thither  «fefau  sends  them : 
V ipiAg  off  the  envy  of  all*  this  blood  by  the  warrant  of  the  divine 
preordination :  in  obedience  wb^eunto,  he  sends  after  these  heirs 
of .  Ahab,  all  bis  kinsfolks,  favourites,  priests,  that  remained  in 
Jezreel. 

And  no'w,  having  cleared  'these  coasts,  he  hastes  to  Samaria. 
Whom  should  he  meet  with,  in  the  way,  but  the  brethren  of  Aha* 
2iah,  kine  of  Judah  ?  They  are  going  to  visit  their  cousins,  the 
sons  o(  Ahab.  This  young  troop  was  thinking  of  nothing  but 
joUity  and  courtly  entertainment,  when  they  me^t  with  doatfa.  Sa 
suddenly,  so  seoreUy  had  Jehu  dispatched  tiiese  bold  .executions, 
that  these  prtncea  couM  imagine  no  cause  of.  suspicion*  How^ 
eould  tjiey  tnink  it  might  be  dangerous  to  be  known  for  the  brethren, 
of  Aha^iah,  or  friends  to  the  brwnren  of  Jehoram  ?  The  just  Pro* 
vid^ice  of  the  Almighty  hath  brought  all  this  covey  ufider  one 
net.  Jehu  thinks  it  not  safe,  to  let  go  so  many  avengers  of  Aha* 
siah'a  blood,  so  many  corivals  of  bis  sovereignty. 

The  unhappy  affinity  of  Jehoshaphat  with  Ahab  is  ho  less 
ipiilty  of  this  slaughter,  than  Jehu's  ambition ;  this  match,  by  the 
Hiocutation  of  one  bud,  hath  tainted  all  the  sap  of  the  house  of 
/  l^ibUi.  The  two^and^forty  brethren  of  Ahaziah  are  therefore  sent 
atter  the  seventy  sons  of  Ahab ;  that  thejr  may  overtime,  them  in 
death,  whom  they  came  to  visit.  God  wiU  much  less  brook  ido- 
htry  froiti  the  loms  of  a  Jehoshaphat.  Our  entireness  witii  wicked 
men  feoft  us,  both  in  their  sins  and  judgments. 

Doubtless^  many  Israelites,  that  were  devoted  to  the  family  and 
allies  of  Ahab  looked  (what  diey  durst)  awry  at  tliis  common  eiiu- 
sion  <^  royal  blood  ;  yet  in  the  worst  of  the  depravedness  of  Is* 
rael«  dbere  wa*e  some,  which  both  drooped  under  the  deplored  ido^ 
l^tr^  of  the  times,  andoongratulatedto  Jehu  this  severe  viodicai»aa 
of  God'a  inheritance* 

AmoMst  the  rest,  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Reohab,  was  most  emi-^ 
nent«  l^at  vmn  was  by  descent  derived  from  Jethro ;  a  Midianite 
by  nation,  but  incorporated  into  Israel ;  a  man,  whose  piety  and 
stdct  convereation  did  both  teach  and  shame  those  twdve  tribes, 
to  which  he  was  joined.  He  wes  the  author  of  an  austeee  rule  ofi 
civility  to  his  posterity  ;  to  whom  he  debarred  the  use  of  wine,  ci*< 
ties,  possessions.  This  old  and  rough  friend  of  Jehu,  (out  of  bis 
moving  habitations,)  meets  him,  and  applauds  his  success.  He, 
that  aUowed  not  wme  to  his  seed,  allows  the  blood  of  Ahab's  seed 
jpoured  out,  by  the  hand  of  Jehu.  He,  that  shunned  the  city,  is 
carried  in  Jehu's  chariot,  to  the  palace  of  Samaria. 

How  eastlv  might  Jdiu  have  been .  deceived !  Many  a  one  pro* 
fesses  uprightness,  who  yet  is  all  guile,  Jonadab*s  carriage  hath 
been  such,  that  his  word  merits  trust.  It  is  a  blessing  upon  the 
plaiurbearted,  that  they  can  be  b^dieved.  Honest  Jonadab  is  ad« 
mitted  to  the  honour  of  Jehu^s  seat ;  and  called,  instead  of  many, 
to  witness  the  eeal  of  the  new  anointed  king  of  Israel. 

While  Jehu  had  to  do  with  kings,  his  cunning  4Uid  his  coiirags 
held  equal  pace  together  ;'but  iiow  that  he  is  to  deal  with  idolatfou^ 
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leslSy  lus  mil  goes  alone,  and  prevails.    He  calls  the  people  toge^ 

er ;  and,  dissembling  his  intentions,  says,  Ahai  served  Boat  4 
iittle;  itii  Jehu  shall  serve. him  much :  now  therefore  call  unto  mt 
alt  the  prophets  ^  Baaly  all  his  servants ^  and  M  his  priests;  let 
none  ke  wanting :  fsr  I  have  a  great  sacrifice  to  do  to  Baals 
whosoeva*  shall  be  wanting^  he  shall  not  lioe. 

Wbat  a  dead  paleness  was  there  now  in  the  faces  of  those  few 
tnie^hearted  Israelites,  that  looked  for  a  happy  restoration  of  the 
religion  of  God  !  How  could  they  choose  but  think;  *'  Alas,  how 
sre  we  fallen  from  our  hopes !  Is  this  the  change  we  looked  for  ? 
Was  it  only  ambition,  that  hath  set  tins  edge  upon  the  sword  of 
Mq  >  It  was  not  the  person  of  Ahab  that  we  disliked,  but  the 
litif :  if  those  must  still  succeed,  what  have  we  gained  ?  Woe  be 
to  us,  if  only  the  author  of  our  misery  be  changra,  not  the  condi- 
tion, not  the  cause  of  our  misery  P* 

On  the  other  side,  what  insultations  and  triumphs  sounded 
everywhere,  of  the  joyful  fiaalites!  what  glorying  of  the  truth  of 
their  profession,  because  of  the  snceess !  what  scorns  of  their  de- 
jected opposites !  what  exprobrations  bf  the  disappointed  hopes 
sod  precuctions  of  their  adverse  prophets !  what  promises  to  them- 
selves, of  a  perpetuity  to  Baldism !  How  did  the  dispersed  priests 
of  Baal  now  flock  together,  and  applaud  each  others'  happiness^ 
and  magnify  the  devotions  of  their  new  sovereign !  Never  nad  that 
idol  so  glorious  a  day  as  this,  for  the  pomp  of  his  service ;  before^ 
k  was  adored* singly  in  comers ;  now,  solemn  sacrifices  shall  be 
oflered  tq  him  by  ^  his  clients,  in  the  great  temple  of  the  motlier 
^^  of  Israel. 

1  cap  coqimend  the  zeal  of  Jehu  \  I  cannot  commend  the  fraud 
^  Jehu :  we  may  come  to  our  end,  even  by  crooked  ways.  He, 
that  bad  him  to  sniite  for  him,  did  not  bid  him  to  lie  for  him. 
Falsehood,  though  it  be  but  tentative,  is  neither  needed  nor  ap. 
proved  by  the  God  of  truth ;  if  policy  have  allowed  pfficious  un- 
truths ;  religion,  never. 

By  this  device  the  house  of  Baal  is  well  furnished,  well  filled. 
Not  one  of  his  Cheiparim  either  might  or  would  be  absent :  not 
ooe  of  those  which  were  present  might  be  unrobed.  Fake  gods 
We  ever  affected  to  imitate  the  true.  Even  Baal  hath  temples, 
>ltars,  priests,  vestments.^  AU  religions  have  allotted  peculiar  habits 
to  their  highest  devotions.  Those  vestments,  which  they  miscalled 
'^cred,  are  brought  forth  and  put  on,  for  the  glory  of  this  ser- 
vice, 

Jehi^  and  Jonac^ah  are  first  careful,  that  this  separation  be 
cx^t.  They  search  and  see,  that  no  servant  of  the  Lord  be 
^'<ept  into  ti^t  throng.  What  should  a  religious  Israelite  do  in  the 
tople  of  Baal }  Were  any  suoh  there,  he  had  deserved  their  smart, 
^hq  woald  partake  wkh  their  worship ;  but  if  curiosity  should 
We  dratrn  any  thitlH^r,  the  mercy  of  Jehu  seeks  his  rescue.  How 
9)neh  more  fi^vourab^e  is  the  God  of  Mercies,  in  not  taking  advan- 
^8^  of  pnr  infirmities ! 

well  migfat  this  search  have  bred  suspicion,  were  it  not  that  in 
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all  those  idolatrous  sacriiiQes,  the  ftrat  caire  wa&  to  avoid' the  pr^f^ 
l^hane.  Even.  Baal  would  ^dmit  no  mixture ;  bow  should  th^  true 
God  abide  it!  ,    - 

Nothing  wanted  now,  but  the  sacriiice :  no  doubt,  whole  herda 
and  flocks  weiie  ready,  for  a  pretence  of  some  royal  hecal^ombs  \ 
whereof  $ome  had  now  abeady  smok^  on  their  altars, 

O  Jehu,  what  means  this  dilation  ?  If  thou  abhoiTest.  BaaJ^ 
why  didst  thou  give  way  to  this  last  sacrifice  ?  Why  didst  thou  no(t 
cut  off  these  idolatei-s,  before  this  upshot  of  th^r  wickedness  ? 
Was  it,  that  thou  mightest  be  sure  of  their  guiltiness  \  Was  it,  that 
their  number,  together  with  their  sin,  might  be  complete? 

What  acclamations  were  here  to  Baal ;  what  joy,  in  the  freedom 
of  their  revived  worship !  When  all  on  the  sudden,  those,  that 
had  sacrificed,,  are  sacrificed.  The  soldiers  of  Jehu,  by  his  ap- 
pointment^ rush  in,  with  their  swords  drawn,  and  turti  the  temple 
into  a  slaughter-bouse* 

How  is  the  tune  nq[w  changed  !  Wh^t  shrieking  was  here !  what 
outcries !  what  running  ^om  one  sword,  to  the  edge  of  another  J 
what  scrambling  up  the  wal)s  and  pillars !  what  climbing  into  the 
windows  \  what  vain  endeavours  to  escape  ihat  death,  which  would 
not  be  shunned!  \Vfhetber  running,  oc  kneeling,  or-  prostrate, 
they  must  die. 

The  first  part  of  the  sacrifice  was  BaaFs ;  the  Utter  is  Grod's^ 
The  blood  of  beasts  w^as  offered  in  the  one,  of  men,  in  the  other  \ 
the  shedding  of  this  was  so  much  more  acceptable  to  God,  by  how 
much  these  {nen  were  more  beasts,  than  those  they  sacrificed. 

Oh  happy  obedience !  God  was  pleased  with  a  sacrifice  firom 
the  house  of  Baal:  the  idolaters  are  slain ;  the.  idola  burnt;  the 
house  of  Baal  turned  to  a  draught ;  (though  even  thus  less  uur 
clean,  less  noisome,  than  in  the  former  perfumes;)  and,  in  one 
word,  Baal  is  destroyed  out  of  Israel. 

Who,  that  had  seen  all  this  zeal  for  God,  WQuld  not  have  said. 
**  Jehu  is  a  true  Israelite  ?"  Yet,  he,  that  rooted  out  Ahab,  would 
not  be  rid  of  Jeroboam;  he,  that  destroyed  Baal,  maintained  the 
two  calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel.  That  idolatry  was  of  a  lower  rank, 
as  being  a  misworship  of  the  true  God  ;  whereas  the  other  was  a 
worship  of  the  false.  Even  the  easier  of  both  is  heinous ;  alfid  shall 
rob  Jehu  of  the  praise  of  his  uprightness.  A  false  heart  may  lau-r 
dably  quit  itself  of  some  one  gross  sin,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  hug- 
some  lesser  evil  that  may  condemn  it ;  as  a  man  recovered  of  a  fe- 
ver may  die  of  a  jaundice  or  a  dropsy.  We  lose  the  thank  of  aU>  if 
we  wilfully  fault  in  one, 

It  is  an  entire  goodness,  that  God  cares  for.  Perhaps  such  is 
the  bounty  of  our  God,  a  partial  obedience  may  be  rewarded, 
with  a  temporal  blessing ;  as  Jehu's  severity  to  Ahab  shall  carry 
the  crown  to  his  seed,  for  fouc  geoerations  :  but  we  can  never  have 
any  comfortable  assuranf^e  of  an  eternal  retribution,  if  our  hearts 
;ind  yyays  be  not  perfect  with  God,  Woe  be  to  us,  O  God>  if  we 
be  not  all  thine.  We  cannot  but  everlastingly  depart  from  thee,  if 
^ic  depart  not  from  every  sin.    Thou. hast  purged  our  hearts  from 
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Ae  Baal  of  our  gross  idolatries,  O  clear  us  from  tlie  golden  calves 
of  our  petty  corruptions  also ;  that,  thou  mayest  take  pleasure  in 
oar  uprightness,  and  we  may  reap  the  sweet  comforts  of  thy  glo- 
rious remuneration,  2  Kings  x^ 
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Oh  the  woeful  ruins  of  the  house  of  ^ood  Jehoshaphat!  Jehu 
iath  slain  two-and-fcHty  of  his  issue  \  Atnaliah  hopes  to  root  out 
the  rest.  This  daughter  of  Aliab  was  not  like  to  be  other  thad 
&tal  to  that  holy  line.  One  drop  of  that  wicked  blood  was  enough, 
both  to  impure  and  spill  all  the  rest,  which  -affinity  had  mix^ 
with  it- 
It  is  not,  unlikie,  that  Ahaztah,  betaking  himself  to  the  society  of 
Jehoram's  wars,  committed  the  sway  of  his  sceptre  to  his  mother 
Athaiiah.  The  daughter  of  Jezebel  cannot  but  be  plotting; 
When  she  hears  of  the  death  of  Ahaziah  and  his  brethren,  inflict^ 
by  the  heavy  hand  of  Jehu,  she  straight  casts  for  the  kingdom  of 
Jodah.  The  true  heirs  are  infahts :  tneir  minority  gives  her  both 
colour  of  rule,  and  opportunity  of  an  easy  extirpation.  Perhaps, 
}ier  ambition  was  not  more  guilty,  than  her  zeal  of  Baalism  \  she 
$aw  Jehu,  out  of  a  detestation  ot  idolatry,  trampling  on  the  blood 
of  Jehoram,  Jezebel,  Ahaziah,  the  sons  of  Ahab,  the  brethren  of 
Ahaziah,  the  priests  and.  prophets  of  Baal,  and,  in  one  word^ 
tnumphin^r  in  the  destruction  both  of  Ahab  and  his  Gods,  out  of 
Israel ;  and  now  she  thinks,  ^^  Why  should  not  I  deiAroy  Jeho; 
^phat  and  his  God,  out  of  Judah  ?*' 

Who  ever  saw  an  idolater,  that  was  not  cruel  ?  AthaUah  must 
needs  let  out  some  of  her  own  blood,  out  of  the  throat  of  Aha* 
^'s  sons ;  yet  she  spares  not  to  shed  it,  out  of  a  thirst  pf  so^ 
veteignty. 

0  God,  how  worthy  of  wonder  are  thy  just  and  merciful  dispen^ 
sations;  in  that,  thou  sufferest  the  seed  of  good  Jehoshaphat  to  be 
destroyed  by  her  hand,  in  whose  affinity  he  offended,  and  yet  savest 
onebraucb  of  this  stock  of  Jehoshaphat,  for  the  sake  of  so  faithful 
apn^enitor! 

Wicked  Athaiiah,  couldst  thou  think  God  would  so  far  forget 
bis  servant  David,  though  no  other  of  those  loins  had  seconded  his 
virtues,  as  to  suffer  all  bis  seed  to  be  rooted  out  of  the  earth  ?  This 
^^neeancc  was  not  for  ^thy  father  Ahab.  The  man  according  to 
Coa's  own  heart  shall  have  a  lineal  heir,  to  succeed  in  his  throne, 
^hen  thou  and  thy  fi^tber^s  bouse  shall  have' vanished  into  forget« 
falness.  • 

For  this  purpose,  hath  the  wise  Providence  of  God  ordained  a 
Jehosheba,  and  matched  her  in  the  priestly  tribe.  Such  reverence 
did  Jehoram,  king  of  Judah,  though  degenerated  into  the  idolatry 
of  his  father- in*law,  Ahab,  bear  to  this  sacred  function,  that  he 
>>i2nrie8  bis  daup^ter  to  Jehoida,  the  priest.  -  Even  princesses  did 
i^otthea  scorn  the  bed  of  those  that  served  at  God^s  idtar.     Why 


$hpttld  the  Go$fim\  poor  contempt  upon  tlnt^  wUcb  tbe  Lavr  ko* 
nouried? 

Tbat  good  lady  bad  too  much  of  Jehoshaphat  in  her,  to  suffer  tho 
utter  extirpation  of  that  royal  seed.  She  could  not,  doubtlesa^ 
without  the  extreme  danger  of  her  own  life,  save  the  life  of  her  De« 
phew  Joasb.  With  what  a  loving  boldness  doth  she  adventure  to 
steal  him,  from  amongst- those  bleeding  carcases,  in  the  chamber  of 
death ! .  Her  match  gave  her  opportunity  to  eflect  that,  which  both 
nature  and  religioA  moved  her  to  attempt.  Neither  know  I,  wfae« 
ther  more  to  wonder  at  the  cunning  of  the  device,  or  the  courage 
^  the  eaterprise>  or  the  secrecy  of  the  concealment,  or  the  hapjn^ 
ness  of  the  sUccesi. 

Certainly 51,  Atbaliab  it^  too  cruelly  careful,  to  forget  this  no  late 
born  son  of  Ahaziah :  of  all  the  rest,  his  age  would  not  safler  him 
to  be  out  of  bsr  ^e :  in  all  likeUhood  therefore,  she  must  needs 
liave  misMd  ao  noted  a  corpse,  bad  there  not  been  a  substitution  of 
-$ome  other  dead  child  in  his  room.   In  that  age,  the  favour  ia  not  so 
ciistinguishable ;  Especially  of  a  dead  face.  .  Without  some  pious 
deceit^  this  work  could  never  have  been  effected.    Else,  had  the 
child  been  secretly  subduced,  and  misled  by  his  bloody  grandmo. 
ther^  her  perpetual  .jealousy  had  both  expected  a  surviviaff  beiri 
and  continued  a  curious  and  unavoidri>le  search ;  both  which  were 
now  shunned  at  CMice,  while  Atbaliah  reckons  him  for  dead  whom 
Jehosbeba  hath  preserved.    Mischief  sometimes  fails  of  those  ap^ 

C ointments,  wherein  it  thinks  to  have  made  the  surest  work.  God 
u^hs  id  b^tven,  at  .the  plots  of  tyrants;  and  befools  them,  in 
their  deepest  projects.  He  had  said  to  David,  Of  the  fruit  of  ttnf 
body  9  will  I  set  upon  thy  seat :  in  vain  shall  esurth  and  hell  conspire 
to  {rustrate  it. 

Six  years  bath  Joasb,  and  bis  nurse,  been  hid  in  a  cldse  cell  of 
the  temple.  Those  rooms  were  destined  only  to  the  hohr  tribe-; 
yet  now  rejoice  to  harbour  such  a  guest.  The  rigour  or  tbe  or^* 
dinary  law  must  yield  to  cases  of  so  important  necessity. 

All  this  could  not  possibly  be  done  and  continued,  without  the 
privity  of  many  faitfatul  priests  and  Levites ;  who  were  as  careful 
to  keep  this  counsel,  as  hopeful  <^  the  issue  of  it.  It  is  not  hard 
for  many  honest  hearts,  to  agree  in  a  religious  secrecy :  needs  must 
those  iipd  be  shut,  which  Gm  hath  sealed  up. 

Judan  had  not  been  used  to  such  k  yoke.  Long  bad  it  groaned 
under  tl^  tyranny,  not  of  a  woman  only,  but  of  an  idolatrous  Sido^ 
nian :  if  any  of  that  sex  might  have  claimed  that  sceptre,  none 
had  so  mucn  right  to  it,  as  Jehosbeba  herself ;  but  good  Jeboiada 
the  priest,  who  wouldirather  be  aloyai  guardian  to  tl^  king,  than  a 
husband  to  a  queen,  now  finds  time  to  set  on  foot  the  just  title  of 
Joash,  and  to  put  bim  into  tbe  misusuiped  throne  o^  his  £uher 
Ahaaiab. 

In  the  seventh  year,  therefore,  be  sends  for  the  captains  and  the 
guard ;  and  having  sworn  them  secrecy,  by  undoubted,  witnesses 
teakes  faitii  unto  them  of  the  truth  of  their  native  prince,  thus  bap* 
pily  rescuediirom  tbe  bloody  knife  of  his  mBrciless  giaodaKithcr $ 
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the  fprest  busineM  of  his  inwguration ;  gif^  evety  one 
Us  charge ;  sets  every  one  his  station ;  and  so  disposes  of  his  holy 
fofoesy  as  wia  most  needful  for  the  safety  of  the  longy  the  reyenTO 
sfdie  usurper,  die  fireveiitian  of  tumults,  the  estabushment  of  the 
eraim  upoo  tl»&  owner's  head  in  peace  and  joy.      ' 

There  wis  no  one  of  all  these  agents,  w1m>  did  not  hold  the  bu« 
ibeaB  to  be  his  own.  Every  true  subject  of  Judah  was  feelingly 
ioterested  in  this  service ;  neither  was  there  any  of  theqi,  who  wal 
Bot  seeretly  heart.burned  all  this  while,  with  the  hateful  govern-* 
ijwnt  of  thw  idolatrous  tyranness :  and  now,  this  inward  lire  is  glad 
to  find  a  vent.  How  gladly  do  they  address  themselves  to  thitf 
fdcome  employment ! 

The  greatest  part  of  this  secret  band  were  Levites^.  who  mighl 
therefore  both  meet  together  with  least  suspicion,  and  be  more  se« 
corely  trusted  by  Jehoida,  under  whom  they  served.  Even  that 
Uk  priest  of  God,  instead  of  teaching  the  law,  sets  the  guards 
sders  the  captains,  ranges  the  troops  of  Judah ;  and,  instead  of  a 
cemer,  brings  forth  the  spears  and  shields  of  David.  The  tem« 
pie  is,  for  the  present,  a  neld  or  an  artillerv-yard,  and  the  ephod^f 
«e  turned  into  harness.  That  house,  in  toe  rearing  whereof  not 
Ik  noise  of  a  hammer  might  be  heard,  now  admits  of  the  clashing 
rfsrmour,  and  the  secret  murmurs  of  some  military  etchievement. 
Ko  circumstances,  either  of  place  or  calling,  are  so  punctual,  as 
thst  public  necessity  may  not  dispense  with  their  alteration. 
.  Alt  things  are  now  ready  for  this  solemnity.  Each  man  re- 
joices, to  fix  upon  his  own  footing ;  and  longs  to  see  the  face  of 
dsir  long-concealed  sovereign ;  and  vows  his  l)lood  to  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  common  liberty,  to  the  punishment  of  a  cruel  in^ 
trader.  Now  Jehoiada  britigs  forth  unto  them  the  king's  son^ 
nA  presents  him  to  the  peers  and  people.  Hardly  can  .the  multi- 
tude contain  itself,  from  shouting  out  too  soon.  One  sees  in  his 
Montenance  the  features  of  his  rather,  Ahaziah ;.  another^  of  his 
Rnndfatber^  Jehoram ;  a  third  professes  to  discern  in  him  some 
ws  and  fashion  of  his  great  ^randiuther,  Jehoshaphat ;  all  find  in 
Us  fiice  the  natural  impressions  of  majesty ;  and  read  in  it  the 
^^,  yea  the  prophecies^  of  their  future  happiness. 

Kot  with  more  joy  than  speed  doth  Jehoiada  accomplish  all 
^  rites  of  the  coronation.  Before  that  young  king  coutd  know 
^was  done  to  him,  he  is  anointed,  crowned,  presented  with 
^  book  of  the  law. 

Those  ceremonieB  were  instructive  ^  and,  no  doubt,  Jehoiada^ 
md  not  to  comment  upon  themi  in  due  time,  to  that  royal 
pupil. 

The  oU,  wherewith  he  was  anointed  signified  his  designation  to 
w  high  service ;  and  those  endowments  Arom  heaven,  Uiat  might 
^QAlehim  to  so  great  a  function. 

The  crown,  wMrewith  be  was  adorned,  signified  that  glory  and 
^'*^^,  which  should  both  encourage  and  attend  his  princely* 

'Hie  book  d  the  tastimoay  signified  the  divine  ndes  and  direc^ 


^ons>  whereto  he  must  frame  his  heart  and  actions^  in  tKe  Wielding 
of  that  crowHy  in  the  impro\'>einent  of  that  oil. 

These  three,  the  oil,  .the  crown,  the  testimony,  that  is,  inward 
powers^  outward  magmfieence,  true  piety  and  justice,  makeup  a 
perfect  prince.  Nbnc  ef  these  rpay  be  wanting.  If  there  be  not 
9  due  edling  of  God,  and  ^iliiies  meet  for  tiiat  greatness,  the  oil 
&ileth  :  if  there  be  not  a  inajestic  grace  and  royalty  that  may  com- 
inand  reverence,  the  croMrn  is  missing :  if  there  he  not  a  caiefiil 
PBspect  to  the  law  of  God,  as  the  absolute  guide  of  ail  counseb 
^nd  determinations,  the  testimony  is  neglected :  all  of  them  con^ 
purring,  make  boUi  king  and  people  h^ppv. 

'Now  is  it  time  for  the  people  to  clap  their  hands,  and  by  their 
loud  acclanjatioDS  to  witness  tiieir  joy  ;  vhich  must  needs  break 
forth  with  so  much  more  force,  by  how  much  it  was  longer,  upon 
|ea;rs  and  policy,  suppressed. 

The  CQiirt  and  t^m}^e  weie  near  together.  HoireTer  it  was  with 
Athaliah  said  the  late  revoked  princes  of  Judah,  according^  to  the 
common  word,  the  nearar  to  the  church,  the  further  from  God ; 
their  religious  predecessors  held  it  the  greatest  commodity  of  theiv 
liouse,  that  it  neighboured  upon  tl^ie  house  of  God. 

From  her  palace,  mischt  Atiialiah  easily  bear  the  joyful  shouts  of 
the  mukitude,  tiie  loud  noise  of  the  trumpets ;  and,  as  astonished 
with  ihis  new  tumult  of  pubhc  gi*atulation$,  she  comes  running  into 
the  temple.  Never  haa  lier  foot  trod  upon  that  holy  pavement,* 
till  no>|r  that  she  came  to  fetch  a  just  revenge  from  that  God, 
vhose  worship  she  had  contemned. 

It  fell  out  H'eU,  *that  her  sudden  amazedness  called  her  forth, 
without  the  attendance  of  any*  strong  guard ;  whose  side-taking 
might  have  made  that  quarrel  mutually  bloody. 

She  soon  hears  «^nd  sees,  M'hat  she  likes  not.  Her  ear  meets 
vith,  God  save  the  fciqig :  her  eye  meets  with  the  unlooked-for 
Iicir  of  the  kingdom ;  sitting  on  His  throne,  croWned  and  robed  in 
tlie  royal  fashion,  guarded  with  the  captains  and  soldiers,  pro- 
claimed by  the  trumpeters,  acclaimed  and  applauded  by  the 
people. 

Who  can  say,  whether  this  sjght  draye  her  more  near  to  frenzy 
or  death  I  How  could  it  be  othenyise,  when  those  great  spirits  of 
Iiers,  that  bad  been  long  used  to  9n  uncontrolled  sovereignty,  find 
themselves  so  unexpectedly  suppciessed  ? 

She  now  rends  her  clothes,  and  cries,  TreasoHj  Treason ;  as  il 
that  voice  of  hers  could  still  command  all  hearts,  all  hands;  as  if 
one  breath  of  hers  were  powerful  enough,,  to  blow  away  all  these 
new  designs. 

O  Att^aliah,  to  whom  dost  thou  complain  thyself?  They  arc  thy 
Just  executioners,  wjierewith  thou  art  encompassed.  If  it  be  trea- 
son to  set  up  the  true  heir  of  Aliaziah,  thou  appealest  to  thy 
ti'aitors.  The  treason  was  thine ;  theirs  is  justice.  The  time  is 
uow  come,  of  thy  reckonings  for  air  the  royal  blood  of  Judah, 
which  thine  ambition  shed.  Wonder,  rather,  at  the  patience  erf 
this  long  fof  bearance,  tiian  thci  rigour  of  this  execatioii* 
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Tfaere  needs  no  fonxud  seat  of  justiQe,  in  ^o  apparent  oflfence^ 
J^hautda  passes  the  sentence  of  death  upon  her ;  aofot  her  forth 
ff  the  ranges;  let  her  not  be  slain  in  the  house  <^  the  Lord; 
fmd  hinif  that  followeth  her^  kill  with  the  sword. 

Had  not  this  usurpation  been  palpable,  Jdioiada  would  not  have 
presumed  to  intermeddle :  now,  being  both  the  priest  of  God  and 
uncle  and  protector  to  the  lawful  king,  he  doth  that,  out  of  the  ne* 
^cessity  of  the  state,  which  his  infant  sovereign,  if  he  could  have 
))eea  capable  of  those  thoughts,  would  have  desired, . 

Violent  hands  are  laid  upon  Athaliah ;  whom,  no  doubt,  a  proud 
Mod  furious  disdain  of  so  quick  a  charge  and  of  so  rough  a  usaa^e^ 
made  misevably  impatient.  Now  she  frowns,  and  calls,  and  shrieks, 
and  commands^  and  threatens,  and  reviles,  and  entreats,  in  vain ; 
and  dies  with^as  much  ill-will  from  herself^  as  she  lived  with  the 
jil-will  of  her  repining  subjects. 

I  see  not  any  one  man,  of  all  her  late  flatterers,  that  follows  her; 
^tber  for  pity  or  rescue.  Every  man  willingly  gives  her  up  to 
justice :  not  one  sword  b  drawn  in  her  defence*:  not  one  eye  la. 
ineots  her.  Such  is  the  issue  of  a  tyrtonicat  misgovernment; 
That,  which  is  obeyed  not  without  secret  hate,  is  lost  not  without 
public  joy. 

How  like  is  Athaliah  to  her  mother  Jezebel ;  as  in  conditions 
M  carriage,  so  even  in  death  :  both  killed  violently ;  both  killed 
finder  their  own  walls;  both  slain  with  treason  in  their  mouths; 
both  slain  in  the  entrance  of  a  changed  government ;  one  trod  on 
by  the  horses,  the  other  slain  in  the  horse-gate  !  Both  paid  their 
(WD  blood,  for  the  iniiocent  blood  of  others. 

How  suddenly,  how  easily,  is  Judah  restored  to  itself,  after  so 
long  and  so  fearful  a  depravation !  The  people  scarce  believe 
their  own  eyes,  for  the  wonder  of  this  happy  change ;  neither 
locmr  I,  whether  they  be  more  joyed  in  the  sight  of  their  new 
king  thus  strangely  preserved,  or  in  the  sight  of  Jehoiada  that  had 
preserved  him» 

No  man  can  envy  the  protection  of  the  young  king  unto  him, 
by  whose  nneans  he  lives  and  reigns. 

That  holy  man  cares  only,  to  improve  his  authority  to  the  com-i 
non  good.  He  makes  a  covenant  between  the  Lordj  and  the  king, 
foid  the  people ;  and,  after  so  long  and  dangerous  a  disjunction, 
leunites  them  to  each  other.  Their  revived  zeal  bestirs  itself,  and 
breaks  down  the  temples,  and  altars,  and  images  of  Baal,  and  sa- 
crifices his  idolatrous  priests.  Shortly,  both  Ahab,  and  Baal,  is 
destroyed  out  of  Judah. 

The  sceptre  of  Judah  is  changed  ftom  a  woman  to  a  child ; 
but,  a  chi)d,  trained  up  and  tutored  by  Jehoiada.  This  minority 
^  guided  was  not  inferior,  to  the  mature  age  of  many  predecessors, 
Happy  is  that  land,  the  non-age  of  whose  princes  falls  into  holy  and 
)ast  bands. 

Yet  even  these  holy  and  just  hands  came  short  of  what  they 
ought  have  done.  The  high  places  remained  still.  Those  altars 
Were  erected  to  the  true  God,  but  in  a  wrong  place.    It  is  a  maf- 
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▼el^  if  there  be  not  soma  Ueinishes  found  in  the  best  gpvcrmntot. 
I  jdoubt  Jeboiada  shall  once  boy  it  dear,  tbet  he  did  not  bis  utmoet. 

But  for  the  main)  all  was  well  with  Judah,  in  ail  the  days  of 
Jeboiada;  even  after  thuitJoash  was  grown  pa^t  his  pupilh^e/  He, 
that  was  the  tutor  to  his  in&ncy,  was  the  counselor  of  nia  ripe  age ; 
and  was  equity  hap{iy  in  both. 

How  pfeasing  was  it  to  that  good  high  priest,  to  be  emu* 
nsanded  oy  timt  charge  of  bis,  in  the  business  of  God !  l^he  youn^ 
king  gives  order  to  the  pviests,  for  the  collection  of  large  aoma ;  to 
the  repairing  of  the  breaches  of  God's  hpuse.  It  becomei^  him  well, 
to  take  care  of  that,  which  was  the  nursery  of  his  infancy.  And 
sow,  nfter  tb]ree«and-twenty  years,  be  expostiihtes  with  his  late 
guardisin,  Jeboiada,  and  the  rest  of  k^^  ispurt.  Why  repair  jfe  noi 
'  the  breaches  ? 

Ob  gracioufi  and  happy  vicissitude!  Jeboiada  the  pipiest  ha4 
ml6d  the  infancy  of  king  /oash  in  matters  of  state,  and  now  Joosb 
the  king  coqtun^nds  aged  Jehciiada  the  priest  in  matter  of  devotion. 
In  the  affoiirs  of  God^  the  action  is  the  priest's ;  the  oversigiit^  and 
eoaction»  is  the  prince's :  by  the  carefi^i  endeavour  of  both,  God's 
boose  is  repaireq,  his  service  flourisheth. 

But  alas  I  that  it  may  too  well  appear?  that  the  ground  of  this  - 
devotion  was  not  altogether  inward,  no  sooner  doth  the  life  of 
Jeboiada  cease,  than  the  dcTnotipn  qf  Joash  begins  to  languish ; 
and,  after  some  languor,  die^.    The  benefit  of  a  truly  religious  pre4 
We  or  statesman,  is  not  knowji  (ill  his  loss. 

Now  some  idolatrous  peers  of  Judah  have  soon  miscarried  the 
king,  from  the  house  erf  the  Lord  God  of  .their  Fathers,  to  serve 
groves  and  idols.  Yea,  whither,  go  we  wretched  nien,  if  we  be  left 
by  our  Maker  ?  Kin^  Joash  is  turned,  not  idolater  only,  but  per* 
secutor ;  yea,  which  is  yet  more  horrible  to  consider,  pepsecqtoc  of 
the  son  o^  that  Jeboiada,  to  whom  he  owes  his  own  fife.  Zecha«. 
viah  his  consin«german,  his  foster-brother,  tlie  holy  is^ue  of  tlx>se 

Jarei^ts  by  whom  Joash  lives  and  reigns,  for  the  conscionable  r&t 
uke  of  the  idblatry  of  pdnce  and  people,  is  unjustly  and  cruelly 
murdered  by  that  unthankful  hand  !     How  possible  is  it,  for  fair 
and  saint4ike  beginnings,  to  shut  up  in  monstrojus  impieties ! 
Let  him,  thai  thinks  he  stands^  take  heed  lest  he  fall. 
.  When  did  God  ever  put  up  so  foul  ingratitude  to  himselff  to  hia 
servants  ?    Oh  Joash,  what  ey^  can  pity  the  fearful  destruction  o( 
thee  and  thy  Judah  i    If  ye  have  {c^rgo^n  the  kindness  o^  J^* 
koiada,  your  unkindness  to  Jehoia(}a  shall  not  be  forgotten.    A 
small  army  of  Syrians  came  ub  against  «:|udah  and  Jerusalem,  and 
destroyed  all  the  princes  of  tne  people,  and  sent  all  the  spoil  o( 
them  to  Damascus.   Now  Hazael  revenges  this  quarrel  of  God  and 
his  anointed;  and  plagues  that  people,  which  made  themselves 

ttiworthy  to  be  the  Lord's  inheritance* 

And  what  becomes  of  Joash  ?  He  is  le/l  in  great  diseases, 
when  his  own  servants  conspired  against  hinij  for  the  blood  of 
the  sons  of  Jehoiada^  and  sleso  him  on  his  bed,  and  he  died',  aHd 
thejf  buried  him  noi  in  the  sepulchre  of  the  kings^ 
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tfyinc^  Zecfaariah  had  said,  in  the  bitteroess  of  his  departing 
wonk^  €ht  Ijord  look  upon  it^  and  require  it.  I  coofess^  I  would  .ra* 
ther  to  have  heard  him  say,  ^'  The  Lord  pass  it  over^  and  ramit  it  ;** 
»  said  Stephen :  such  difference  there  is,  between  a  martyr  of  the 
Lamr,  mud  of  the  Gospel :  although  t  will  liope  the  zeal  of  justice^ 
not  the  uncharitable  neat  of  revenge,  drew  foith  this  word. 

<k>d  hea<rs  it,  and  now  gives  an  account  of  his  notice.  Thoa' 
doth  the  Lord  require  the  blood  of  Jehoiada's  son,  even  by  thft> 
like  unthankful  hand  of  the  obliged  servants  of  Joash.  He,  that' 
was  guilty  of  abominable  idolatry,  yet,  as  if  God  meant  .to  wave 
tbat  challenge,  is  called  to  reckonings  for  his  cruel  unthankfiilnesa 
to  Jehmada.  This  crime  shall  mal^  him  .odious  alive,  and  shaA 
abandon  him  dead  from  the  sepulchre  of  his  iathers ;  as  if  this  Jast 
royalty  were  too  good  for  him,  wliohad  forgotten  the  law  of  fani 
aamty. 

Some  vices  are  such,  as  nature  smiles  .upon,  though  frowned  at 
by  divine  justice :  others  are  such,  as  even  nature  itself  abhors  ; 
such  is  this  of  ingratitude,  which  therefore  carries  so  much  more 
deti^tation  from  God,  as  it  is  more  odious  even  to  them  tbat  have 
bktted  out  the  iaaage  of  God. 

2  Kings  xi^  Jtii,  2  Ckron.  xxii^  xxOij  xxtv. .     • 

JOASH,  WITH  ELISHA  DYING, 

The  two  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel,  however  divided  bo^:  in 
government  and  aifection,  yet  loved  to  interchange  the  names  ef 
Uieir  kings. 

Even  Israel  also  had  their  Joash,  no  better  than  that  of  Judah. 
He  was  not  more  the  father  of  a  later  Jeroboam,  than,  in  respeot  of 
misworship,  he  was  the. son  of  the  first  Jeroboam,  who  made  Israel 
to  sin.  Those  calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel,  out  of  a  politic  nisdevo* 
tion,  besotted  aU  the  succession  of  the  ten  usurped  tribes :  yet 
ereii  this  idolatrous  king  of  Israel  comes  down  to  visit  the  sick  bed 
rf  Eliaha,  and  weepsupon  his  face« 

•  That  holy  prophet  .waa^never  any  flatteffer  of  prinoet  ;>  heitter 
spared  he  invectil^s  against  their  most,  plausible  Binary^  king' 
Joasl^  that  was  beaten  by  his  reproofe,  vteshes  that  £ftce  xaiibthe 
tears  of  hyve  and  sonrow,  whieh  had  often  frowned  upoq  hi«  wielu 


How  mildi  difierence  there  was,  betwixt  the  ^Joasb  of  kradj 
and  the  Joash  of  Judah !  That  of  JudsUi,  having  been  preserved 
sod  nurtured  by  Jehoiada  the  priest ^  srflnr  all  profeaaona  of  dear-' 
ness  abnta  up  in  the  unkind  murder  of  his  son ;  and  that  mtorly 
for  die  just  reproof  of  his  own  idolatry :  'this  ofi  Israel,^  btvitigr 
bcaen  estranged  from  the  proj^faet  Eiij^ha,'  and  sharpfy^  rebufeed  ^o^ 
the  like  offence,  makes  love  to.  his  dyitig  reprover,  and  bedeM  hil» 
preface  with  his  tears*  Both  were.b^  enough  ;  but  this  nf  Is-i 
racl  fi'as,  however  vicious,  yet  good-natured :  tliat  of  Judah^  added 
to  his  wickedness,  an  ill  disposition,  a  dogged  humour.  There 
are  varieties  even  of  ^vil  men :  some  ate  worse  at  the  root,  otfaera 


at  ihe branch;  some  more  civilly  harmless,  others  fouler  in  tndA^ 
Iftty.  According  to  the  exercise  of  the  restraihing  grace,  natural 
itien  do  either  rise  or  fall  in  their  ill. 

;  The  longest  day  must  have  his  evening.  Good  Elisha,  that  had' 
I^ved  some  ninety  years,  a  wonder  of  prophets,  and  had  ontwom 
many  successions  in  the  throne?  of  Israel  and  Judah,  is  now  cast 
upon  the  bed  of  his  sickness,  yea^  of  his  deaths  That  very  age 
might  seem  a  disease ;  which  yet  is  seconded  with  a  langniihiag 
distemper.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  holiness,  to  privilege  ois 
from  infinnity  of  body,  from  final  dissolution.  He,  thab  stretched 
himself  upon  his  bed,  over  the  dead  carcase  of  the  Shunamite's  s6d, 
and  revived  it,  must  now  stretch  out  his  own  limbs  upon  his  sick 
bed,  and  dUe.  He  sslw  his  master  Elijah  rapt  up*  suddenly  from 
the  earth,>and  fetched  by  a  fiery  chariot  from  this  vale  of  morta^ 
Uty ;  himself  must  leisurely  wait  for  his  last  pangs,  in  a  lingering* 
passage  to  the  same  glory. 

:  There  is  not  one  way  appoii^ted  to  us,  by  the  Divine  Providence,- 
unto  one  conmion  blessedness.  One  hath  more  pain ;  another 
hath  more  speed :  ^ violence ^natcheth  away  one ;  another,  by  an* in- 
sensible pace,  draws  every  day  nearer  to  his  term.  The  wisdom, 
and  goodness,  of  God  magnifies,  itself  in  both.  Happy  is  he,  that, 
after  due  preparation,  is  passedtbrough  the  gates  of  aeath,  ere  he 
be  aware.  Happy  is  he,  that,  by  the  noly  use  of  Ipng-  sickness,  is 
taught  to  see  the  gates  of  death  afar  off,  and  is  addressed  for  a  reso- 
lutet ' passage :  the  one  dies  like  Elijah;  the  other,  Uke  Elisba; 

both,  blessedly;  

The  time  was,  when  a  great  king  sent  to  Elisha,  to  know  if  be 
should  recover :  now,  the  king  of  Israel,  as  knowing  that  Eiisba 
shall  not  recover  (so  had  his  consumption  spent  him)  comes  to  vinit 
the  dying  prophet ;  and,  when  his  tears  would,  give  him  leave, 
breaks  forth  into  a  passionate  exclamation,  0  mi  fat  her  y  miff  a* 
iheTy  the  chariot  of  Israel ^  and  the  horsemen  theriibf. '  ..'>*: 

j  Yet  the  calves  of  Dan  and.  Bethel  have  left -ffonietgoodilesA  in- 
Joash.  As  the  best  man  hath  something  in  him  fxrovtby  of  reprbbf^ 
so,  the&ultieat  hath  somethiiig  commendable. :  ttsd  not  the  Spiirit 
of  •  God  hiauelf  told  us,  that  Joash  did  that  which  J  was  evil  in  *  the 
aigkr  of  the  Lord,  we  had  admired  this  piety^  this^lresv^reBt  respect- 
to  the  prophet.  The  holiest  man  omU[>  not  hare  MBi  mote.  It  i^' 
possible  for  die  clients  of  a  false  worship,  to  honour,  out  of  anO- 
Xheit  reffard,  tbd  professors  of  troth.  From  lhe*hand  of  Elisha,  had 
Jehu, Uiegrasidfiitber  of  Joash,  received  his  unction  to  tlia  king*^ 
dam:  this  iiawourmi^ltt  net  be  forgotten.  '         '^ 

Visitation  of  the  siek  is  a  dttty  required,  both  by  the  law  of  im^ 
maniky  and  of  i^igion  :  bddily  infirmity  is  sad  and  comfofdess  ;• 
and  tMvefore  needs  the  presence  and  counsel  of  fticnds,  to  teUeve 
it:  although,  when  we  draw  the  ourtains  of  those  that  are  etnir* 
nently  gracious,  we  do  rklher  fetch,  with  Jdasfa,  than  bring  a 
blessing. 

£[o(w  sensible  should  we  be  of  the  loss  of  holy  man,  ni^hen  si 
Joash  spends  bis  tears  upon  Elisha!  If  we  be  more  aHected,  with 
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dw  tbreifotng  of  a  natural  friend  or  kinsman,  than  of  a  noted  slnd 
useful  prophet,  itargaes  more  iove  to  ourselves^  than  to  the  Churcb 
&f  Goi.!,  than  to  God  himself* 

-  What  use-there  was  of  chariots  and  bof^emen  in  those  wars  of 
the  ancient,  all  histories  ciin  tell  us  :  ail  the  stren^h  of  the  battled 
stood  in  these :  there  could  be  tteithet*  defence  nor  offence,  but  by 
them.  Such  wa9  Elisha  unto  Isi'ael.  '  The  ^eatest  mfeguard  to^ 
any  nation  is  the  sanctity^  and  faithfulness;  ot  their  piV>pliets;  with- 
out vrfaick,  tke  Churchy  and  state  lies  open  to  utttcr  desolation. 

The  same  words,  that  Elisha  said  of  his  master  Etfjah,  when  h& 
ttw  him  taken  up  from  the  earth,  doth  Joash  now  speiuk  of  E^lisha, 
near  his  dissolution  ;  O  jnyfatktr,,  myfdther^ihe  tkai^ht  eflsr'aei^- 
mmd  the  horsttnen  thereof  f  .  »    v «  i  » 

The  words  were  good;  the  tears  y^re  pious ;  but  whord  are  tlie* 
actions  ?  O  Joash,  if  the  propliet  were  thy  folher,  Where  was  thy* 
filial  obedience  r  He  cried  down  thy  calves ;  -tboti  upheldest them: 
he  counselled  thee  to  good ;  thou'didst  evil  in  tlie.  sight  of  tlie 
Lord*  If  the  prophet  were  the  chariots *aM  lA)r36nien  of  Israel, 
why  didst  thou  fight  ami ust  hb  holy  doott^nc  ?  If  tliou  vrcepest* 
for  his  loss,  why  didst  thou  not  weep  for  those  sins  of  thine,*  that- 

Srocured  it  ?     Had  thy  hand  answered  thy  tongue,  fsrdel  had  been* 
appy  In  Elisha ;  Elisha  had  been  happy  in  Israel-y  a^  thee.  Worda 
are  no  good  trial  of  profession :  the  worst  men'  nfey  V^pedik  well : 
actions  only  have  the  power  to  descry  fcypocrit^.  5-  *  *  t» 

Yet  even  a  Joash,  thus  complying,  rfiall  ndt  g^  aV^y  if nblessed/ 
This  outward  kindness  shall  roeeivie  an  outward  tl:tHbutiM :  the<e- 
few  drops  of  warm  water  $hed  uf>on  the  face  of  ^a^^pt'ophet,  shall^ 
not  lose  their  reward.  » 

The  Spirit  of  Propliecy  foi-sakfes  ifct  tile  death  bed  of  'SH«kal- 
He  calls  tor  bow  and  arrows,  and  put9tfh«fA  into  the. hand*  of  Joteh;- 
and,  putting  his  hands  upon  the  king's  hand,  he  bids  to  shoot eas^ 
ward,  and,  while  the  shitfd flies  and  ugiits,  he  sa^;''  The^aph^tAef 
tke  Lord's  deliverance  from  Sifria  ;  fbrihm  shuU^mitetheSj/riJKl^ 
in  Apheky  tiU  thou  host  consu^ned  tkem,  '  -  '  -^''OiMir 

If  the  weak  and  withered  hand  of  ^  the  prophet  had  not^^WMP 
upon  the  youthful  and  vigorout/  hand'  of  the  king;  tliii  bbirjfiAd 
been  drawn  in  vain;  The«treii|^h  was  from  the  band  of  iiw  MH^^ 
the  blessing,  from  the  hand  of  the  prophet.  He,  U't^se  r^  f^^ 
rable  hath  made  the  earth  to  be  Syria  ^  the  arrow,' t&v^nge;- the 
archer,  Joash ;  IiathiObtaincd  for  his  last  boofil  from  God  to'Israd,' 
that  this  archer  shall  shoot  this  arrow  of  Teveng^-  into  tb^  Yv6Att  of 
Syria,  and  wound  it  to  death.  Wlien  then  the  hand  of  the  king,' 
and  of  the  prophet,. drawii  togetlieH,' there  e^ni)t  chuse  bat  suc^^ 
cess  must  follow. 

How  readily  doth  Elisha  now  make  good  the  words  of  Joash  '. 
How  truly  is  he  the  chariots  and  horsemen  of  I^ael !  Israel  bad  not' 
fought  without  him,  much  less  had  been  victorious.  If  theirs  be 
tlie  endeavour,  the  success  is  his.  Even  the  dying*  prophet  puts  life 
and  speed  into  the  forces  of  Israel ;  and,  while  he  is  digging  his 
own  gravcj  is  ruining  tropliics  to  God's  ppopIe« 
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EvtKtilie  €t\to)tle<}f(  David  passed  many  ehangis»  df  fMdl  stfd  -otU/ 
Good  Jeboshaphdt  was  followed,  with  three'  successions  of  yuAtkeS   i 
princes;  and 'those  tliree  wete  again  succeedei^j  with  Itiree  othei^    ; 
godly  and  vkttious.  -    i 

Amaziah,  for  a  long  time,  shone  fair;  but^'attbe  last,  shut  up^  t 
iil  a  cIoud/Tlie  gpd^oJF  tbeEdomites  inarf^df  hiVn«  Hh  tth^Wiot^  ^ 
against  God  stirrecl  Up  his  peopte^s  rebellion  agaii^t  Mm.  -  -  '  i 
'  The  same  hands' that  slew  inm  crowned  his  sen  Uzziah;  somr  ( 
the  yodog  kin^  might  imagine  it  was  not  their  spite,  that  drew^ 
violence  upon liis  father,  but  hid  own  wickedness. 

Bodi  early  did  this  prindc  reign,  and  late.  He  began  at  sixteen ;  i 
and  sat  fifhr-two  years  in  the  throne  of  Judah^  They,  that  mutinied"  i 
in  the  declining'  ag^  of  Amaziab  the  fiither,  are  obsequious  to  the' 
childhood  of  tnc  son  ;  as  if  they  professed  to  «doi^  sorereignty, 
white  they  hited  lewdness.  The  unchanged  goremment  of  good' 
princes  is  the  happiness,  no  less  of  the  solgects  than  Of  themselves/ 
The  hand  kno'wS'best  to  guide  those  reins,  to  wliich  it  hath  been 
inured 4  and  even  mean  hackneys  go  on  cheerfxiUy,  in  their  wonted 
road.  Custom,  as  it  makes  evils  more  supportable,  so,  where  it 
meets  with  constant  minds,  makes  good  things  more  pleasing  and' 
beneficial.  ' 

The  wise  and  holy  prophet  Zechariah  was  a  happT  tutor,  to  the 
minority  of  king  Uzziah:  That  vessel  can  hardly  miscarry ,  where 
askilftii  steersman  sits  at  the  helm.  The  first  praiscj  at  u.good' 
prince  is,  to  be  judicious  and  just  and  pious,  in  hinutetf ;  the  next' 
IS,  to  give  ear  and  wlBiy,  to  theni  that  ace  such.  While  Zechariah' 
hath  the  visions  of  God,  and  Uzziah  takes  the  couns^s  of  2!ccha-' 
riah,  it  is  hard  to  sayi  whether  thcf  prophet^  or  the  kiiVg,  or  the 
state  be  happier.  •  "  '  * 

God  will  be  in  no  man's  debt.  So  long  as  Uzziah  sought  the 
Lord  J  God  made  him  to  prosper.  Even  what  We  do  t)ut  of*  duty 
cannot  want  a  reward;  Godliness  never  disappointed '  anV  roatf s 
hopes ;  oft  hath  exceeded  them.  If  Uzziah  fight  against  flie  PM-. 
listines,  If  against  the  Arabians  and  Mehunijns;  according  to  his 
nances,  (Uzziah,  Azariah^)  the  Strength,  tlie  Help;  'of  the  Al- 
mighty is  with  him."  The  Ammonite^  come  in  with  presents ;  and 
aM  the  neighbour  nations  ring  of  the  greatness,  of  the  happiness 
of  Uzziah.  His  bounty,  and  care,  mafceis  Jerusalem  both  strong, 
and  proud  of  her  new  towers ;  yea:,  thq  very  desert  must  taste  of 
his  teimificerice.  '  /!..■• 

Thetmtwaifd  magnificence  of  pjrinces  cannot  ^and  .flttn,.  tanless 
it  bebtiilt  upon  the  foundations  of  providence  and  fiugUit^.'  tJ^- 
ziah  had  oot  been  so  great  a  kin^,  if  he  bad  not  been  so  ^reat  a 
husband.  He  had  his  flocks  in  the  deserts,  and  his  herds  m  the 
plains ;  his  ploughs  in  the  fields ;  his  vinedressers  upon  the  rnoun* 
tains,  and  in  Carmel :  neither  was  this  u^ore  out  of  profit,  tba^ 
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ddigfat ;  for  he  Uroed  ktMandry.    Who  ckn  coptcoiti  tbbse  od^lofs 
for  meanness,  which  ha^e  been  the  pleasures  of  princes  i 

Hcnce-was  Uzziafa  so  potent  at  home,  so  dreadful  to  hitt  nbigb* 
boQxs  :  his  wars  had  better  .sineira  than  theirs.  Which  of  Uji  ftufh 
deeessors  was' able  to  maintain  so  settled  an  army^  ofvmre  that)  it 
dnee  hundred  and  ten  thousiaiid  trained  soldi^s,  well  foniithe^i^ 
well  fitted '  for  the  suddenest  occasion  ?  Thrift  is  the  strongfk  prop 
rf  power.  .         "* 

The  grreatness  of  Uzziah,  and  the  rare  devices  of  lib'  isAiflcAtl 
0wioes  for  war,  have  not  more  raised  his  fiun«,  than  his  {aaattl  <8d 
is  be  svroln  up,  with  the  admiration  of  his  own  gtrength  and  j^ry, 
dat  he  breab»  again.  How  easy  it  is^  for  the  best  hum  todote  upbh 
Umseif  ;  and  tb  be  lifted  up  so  high,  as  to  l^se  the  «^ht,  both  <j^ 
tfae  ground  whence  he  arises,  and  of  the  faattd  thatat^ancedUlti ! 
Bow  hard  it  is,  for  him,  diat  hath  invented  strange  engines  for  die 
battering  of  his  enemies,  to  find  out  any  means  €6  beat  dowd  lAs 
own  prood  thoughts !  *        ' 

Wiae  Solomon  knew  what  he  did,  irfien  he  fnxyed  to  bo  differ- 
ed froai  too  much :  Le$i^  said  he,  /  i€  /uU,  and  deny  thee ;  aHd 
smfj  Who  is  the  Lard  ?  Upon  this  rock,  did  the  son  of  SolomoO 
ran,  and  split  himself:  his  foK  sails  of  prosperity  carried  him  into 
presumption  and  ruin.  What  may  he  not  do  i  What  mHy  he  not 
oe  }  Becailse  he  found  his  power  othermse  tmlimited ;  overruling; 
in  the  conrt,  the  cities,  the-  fields,  the  deserts,  the  arms,  and  ma- 
gaaiDes ;  therefore  he  thinks  he  may  do  so  in  the  temple  too :  as 
diines  royal,  civil,  fadri>andly,  military  pa^ed  bis  haifdk ;  so  why 
diodd  not,  thinks  he,  sacred  also  ?  It  is  a  dangerous  incliscretiprfy 
far  a  man  not  to  know  the  bounds  of  his  own  calling.  What  eon^ 
fosioQ  doth  not  follow,  upon  this  breaking  of  the  ranks ! 

Upon  a  solemn  day,  king  Uzziah  clothes  himsielf  in  pontificid 
robes;  and,  in  the  view  of  that  populous  lusembly,  wsIks  up  in 
state  into  the  Temple  of  God,  and,  boldly  approaching  to  the  al- 
tar <^  incense,  offers  to  bum  sweet  odours  upon  it  to  Bie  God  of 
Heaven.  A^afiah,  the  priest,  is  sensible  of  so  {Perilous  ^n  encroach- 
ment :  he,  therefore,  attended  with  fourscore  valiant  assistants  of 
that  holy  tribe,  hastens  after  the  king ;  and,  finding  him  with  the 
censer  in  his  hand,  ready  addressed  to  diat  shiftd  devotion,  stays 
him  with  ^  free  and  grave  expostulation  t  ^<  There  is  no  place^ 
aherein  I  could  be  sorry  to  sde  thee,  O  king,  but  thb,  whei^  thou 
art ;  neither  is  there  any  act,  that  we  dhoola  grudge  thee  so  much^ 
ts  this,  which  is  lAte  most  sacnsd.  b  it  possible,  that  so  great  an 
oveisieht  should  (all  into  su^h  wisdam  r    CslA  a  religious  prince, 
trainra  up  under  a  holy  Zechariah,  after  so  many  years'  2eal0us 
profession  of  piety,  be  either  ignorant  or  regardless  of  those  limits, 
aiiich  Godhath  set  to  bis  own  services  ?  Oh,  what  means  thia  un- 
couth atteoiat  ?  Consider,  P  dear  sovereign,  ibr  God's  sake,  for 
thy  souFs  sa!ke,  •  consider  where  thou  art,  what  thou  doeat.  It  is 
9od*s  house,  whaxein  thou  standest ;  not  thine  own.  Look  about 
thee,  and  sde,  whatfaer  these  vails,  these  tables,  these  pillari^,  the^ 
aqlls,4hfes&pavattieat3,  %B»e  any  reseiablaQce  of  eai^  Tto^ii 
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.igo  pl^ce  ttf  aH  did  wodd,  whence  thy  God  hath  excluded  tltc^yhtSi 

only  thia :  this^  hahath  resenred  for  his  own  use :  and  canst  tho« 

•think  muolr,  to  allow  one  room  as*proper  to  him,  who  hath  not 

grudged  all  the  rest  to  thee  ?  But  if  it  he  tiij  zeal  of  a  personal 

^rvice;  te  Gcd,  that  hath  carried  thee  hither;  alasl  how  canst 

^hou  .hope,  to  please  «the  Almighty,  with  a  forbidden  sacrifieef 

wWhidb  of  thy  tioly  ptoeenitors  ever  dared  to  tread,  where  tixr 

foot  now  standeth  ?    Which  of  them  ever  put  foi^h  their  hanci^ 

'to  touch  this  sacred  altar  ?    Thou  knowest  that  God  hath  set  apart 

oand  sanctified  his  own  attendants.  Wherefore  serves  Uie  priesthood) 

.if  this  be  the  right  of  kings  ?  Were  it  not  for  the  strict  prohibi* 

tion  of  our  God,  it  could  seem  no  other  than  an  honour  to  our 

professiw,  that  a  king  slK>uld  think  to  dignify  himself  by  our  em* 

ployitient ;  but  now,  knowing  the  severe  charge  of  the  great  King 

;:Of  neaven,  we  cannot  but  tremble  to  see  tfasKt  censer  in  thy  hand. 

;Whoeyer,  out  of  the  holy  tribe,  bath  wielded  it  nnreveoTCd?  This 

affront  is  not  to  us ;  it  is  to  the  God,  whom  we  serve.  In  awe  of 

that  terrible  Majesty,  as  thou  wouldest  avoid  some  exemplary 

judgment,  O  king,  withdraw  thyself^  not  witliout  humble  deprc^ 

cations,  from  this  presence ;  ana  hiy  down  Chat  interdicted  hand* 

ful,  with  fear  and  trembling.  Be  thou  ever  a  king  f  let  lis  be  priests: 

the  sceptre  is  thine ;  let  censers  be  ours^** 

What  reliffious  heart  could  do  other,  than  relent  at  scr  faitbful 
and  iusta^n  almonition?  But  how  hard  is  it^  for  great  persons  to 
.yield  they  have  offended !  Uzziah  must  not  be  faulty.  What  i»  done 
Fssbly  shall  be  borne  6ut  with  power.  He  was  wroth ;  and  thas 
expresseth  it^  '^  What  means  this  saucy  expostulation,  O  ye  sons 
of  Levi  ?  How  dace  ye  thus  malapertly  contrcd  the  well-meant  ac- 
tions of  your  sovereign  ?  If  ye  be  priests,  remertiber  that  ye  ar& 
subjects' ;  or  if  ye  wiu  needs  forget  it^  how  easy  is  it  for  this  hand 
to  awake  your  memory !  What  such  ofleace  can  it  be,  for  me  to 
come  into  that  bouse,  and  to  touch  that  altar,  which  my  royal  prrv 
genitdrs^  have  made,  beautified,  consecrated  ?  Is  the  God  of  tlus 

i>iace  only  yours  ?  Why  do  ye  thus  ambitiously  engross  religion  ? 
f  princes  have  not  intermeddled  with  these  holy  affeins,  it  was 
because  they  would  not;  not  because  they  might  not<  When  those 
.laws  were  made  for  the  sanctuary,  there  were  no  kings  to  grace 
these  divine  ceremonies ;  yet  even  then,  Moses  was  privilefi^d. 
The  persons  of  princes,  ir  ye  know  not,  Ht6  no  less  sacred,  than 
your  own#  It  is  your  presumption,  to  account  the  Lord's  anointed 
profane.  Contest. with  those,  whose  dry  and  unhallowed  heads  are 
subject  to  your  power :  for  me,  I  will  not  ask  your  leave  to  be  de- 
vout. Look  ye  to  your  own  censers  :  presume  not  to  meddle  witti 
ntine.  la  the  mean  time,  can  ye  think  this  insolence  of  yours  shall 
.escape  unrevenged  ?  Can .  it  stand  with  the  honour  or  my  sove* 
reignty,  to  be  thus  proudly  checked  by  subjects  ?  Goddoso  tote» 
,ana  mote  also,  it^'* 

*  While  Uzziah  yet  speaks,  CJod  strikes.  Ere  the  wortls  f)f  fo*/ 
"^can  conie  forth  or  his  mouth,  the  leprosy  appears  ia  ^^  forehead. 
lLejp^)rosy  was  a  mOsi  loathsome  disease  :-the  forehead  is  the  mo^ 


apiciKMM  fpart :  Iiad  thk  shameful  sciitf  biM>1ten  ftrtti'il][MAi  )la^ 
^y  or  foot^  or  breast,  it  mi^ht  hate'  be^nt  hid  from  ttte'^es^blP 
inen :  now  the  forehead  is  smitten  with  this  judgment^  that  God 
vmj  proclaim  to  all  beholders. '^  T^.^?.  ^hatl  it  be  done  to  the  man, 
fvbose  arrogance  iiiath  thrust  nim  upon  a  sacred  charge.'*  Public 
oStnces  must  haye  opeq  shame. 

It  is  a  dangerous  thing,  to  put  o.urselves  into  theaffidrs,  into  the 
pmence  of  ^od,  utmarrailted.  Thepe  eannG^t  be  a'mdt^  ftiOlilli 
fliiaprWion,  than,  because  we  are  jmat  on  eatth,  to  tMnk'f^fr  Mtt)^ 
be  bold  with  Heaven.  When  Goers'  messengers ^ marmot  prevtiil'l^ 
aduiisels,  entreaties,  threats,  it  is  time  for  God  tp  show  nis  imitie^ 
diate  judgments.  Wilful  offenders  dUn  expect  nothing,  but  a  fear^: 
&d  reven^. 

Now  begins  IJazlah  to  be  confonnded  in  h^nself ;  and  shame' 
stxivcss  with  Iepr6sy^«fer'a  place  in  his'forehead.     The  handtif 
God  bath  done  that  4n  an  iux^ant.  Which  ^all  the  tongues  of  men^ 
had  a^ttempted  in  vain.     There  needs  no  further  soiicitorcf  hia 
egress :  ilie  sense  of  his  plague  sends  him  forth  alone.    Andndw 
he  thinks,   *^  Wretched  man  that  I  am,  how  have  I  angled  Godj; 
and  uadone  myself  !*- 1  woyld  needs  come  in  like  a  priest,  aadmow 
go  forth  a  lepen     The  pride  of  my  heart  made  me  think  mys^f^ 
worthy  the  presence  of  a  God :  God^s*  just  displeasure  hath  -noW? 
made  me  upwprthy  of  the  presence  ef  men.     While  I  affected  thgt 
altar,  I  have  lost  my  throne.     AVhile  I  scornfully  rejected  the  ad- 
lice  and  censures  of  God^s  ministers,  I  am  now  become  a  spectacle 
of  horror  and  deformity,  to  my  own  servants.     I,  that  would  be', 
sending  up  .perfumes  to  heaven,  have  made  my  nastiness  hateful  to 
my  own  smses.     What  do  I  under  this  sacred  roof  ?     Neither  is 
God^s  house  now,  for  me,  nor  mine  own.    What  cdl,  what  dun-' 
giQoa  is  dbfe  ei^oagh  for  me,  wherein  to.  wear  out  the  residue  of* 
mine  unhappy  and  uncomfortable  days  ?     0^  Qod,  diOQ  art  just, 
mid  I  am  nusevable,v 

Thus,  with  a  dejected  conntenance,  and  sad  heart,  doth  Uzsi- 
ah  haate  to  retire  himself ;  and  wishes,  that  he  could  be  no  ten  Udt 
from  himself,  than  from  others.     How  easy  is  it  for  the  God  of 
(j^veOy  to  bring  down  the  highest  pitch  of  earthly  greatness,  and 
to  humble  the  stubbornest  pride! 

Upon  the  leisure  of  second  thoughts,  Uzziah  cannot  biit  ac'^ 
kaowledge  much  favour  in  this  correction,  and  confess  to  have 
escaped  well.  Others,  he  knew,  had  been  struck  dead,  or  swal^ 
Wed  up  quick,  for  so  presumptuous  an  intrusion.  It  is  happy 
for  him,  if  Ud  forehead  may  excuse  hi^soul. 

Uzziah  ceased  not  to  be  a  king,  when  he  began  to  be  a  lep^. 
The  disease  of  his  forehead  did  not  remove  his  crown.  JHis  son 
Jotham  reigned  for  him,  under  him ;  and  while  he  was  not  seen, 
yet  he  Mras  obeyed.  The  character  of  sovereignty  is  indeUbte; 
whether  by  bodily  infirmity,  or  by  spiritual  censure.  Neither  is 
it  otherwise,  O  God,  betwixt  thee  and  us :  if  we  be  once  a  royaL 
gsmeratiQo  unto  thee,  our  leprosies  may  deform  us,  they  shaUnot 
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iiitJA  iwqr  ^idi^ppj^  conges  ^yf  die  two  tfaronea>  Ah^a  succeed^ 
Jl^yijbfW^ia'tsjto^^M^  fta  UL  900:  <^ai. good  father;  not 

jB0|r{r  tb^  b^.  of.  i}|n^id'$  seal:^  t|ian  of  Jefoboam^s  siif . 
>  :T{)i|ug}i;  Ifliad  .d^y  tb^  hwrl^,  vtt  who  can  iibide  that  Judah- 
shoi^cl  si^  ?  \%y%  Wdy  ROt  to  be  infected  with  a  contagious  neigh*' 
bourhood.  tVho  ever  read,  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  was  season- 
(ldi  with  tibe  ^eimny  ^  die  trtie  feligioQ  of  Judah  ?  Goodness, 
^<ib8S  our  nattirelsf)  is  not  so  »t  to  spread.  A  tainted  air 
qothiiiiore  easily  a^t.  a  solihd  bodyi  than  a  wholesome  air  caa 

• .  Stt^n^titipn  hath  evftr  bebn  imire  successful /than  truth.     The* 
^^ri^  years  of '  Ahaa  are  soon  diisled,  to  a  plausible  inii^d^vdtion. 

A  ifaM),  that  is  Dncd  £dlen  froih  truth,  kn6ws  not  where  he  shall 
Aigr^  Ftoin  the  calves  of  Jeroboam^  is  Ahaz  drawn  to  the  gods 
of  the  heatlien ;  yea,  now,  bulk  and  goats  are  too  little  for  thoav 
WW  deities :  hk  own  flesh  and  blood  b  but  dear  enough ;  HemadL 
his  son  td  pass  thrtm^k  their  fire,  ■      \. 

^  Where  do  we  find  any  religious  Israelite^  thus  zealous  for  God  <? 
Jifdtber  doth  the  holiness,  and  mercy,  of  our  God  require  so  cruel 
aaaciifioe :  neither  is  our  dull  and  niggardly  hand  ready  to  gratify 
himi  i^ith  more  easy  obediences.  O  God^  how  gladly  sWutd  we- 
oflfer  unto  th6e  our  soiils  and  bodies,  which  we  may  enjoy  so  muc& 
the  more,  when  they  are  thine  ;  since  zealous  Pagans  atick  not  to 
lolie  their  own  flesh  amk  blood  in  an  idoPsfire !    ;         v     .. 

He,  that  hath  thus  shamefully  cast  off  the  G6d  of  his  fat&eb^ 
cimntt  be  long  witlioiitia  fearful  c&venge;  The  Ising  of  Israel  galls 
\§mL  (HI  <he  one  side ;  the  king-  of  Syria,  on  the  other.  To  aroiaib^ 
shock  of  both,  Ahaz  doth  not  betake  himself  to  the  God  whbnn  he* 
hadoHendBd,  who  was  able  to  make  his  enemies  at  peace  Avith  bin^;^ 
but  to  Tiglath  Pileser  king  of  Ashur.  Him  doth  he»woo  with  saitSi 
wilh  gifts ;  and  robs  God  of  those  presents,  which  may  endear  so 
Strong  a  helper.  He,  that  thought  not  his  son  too<  dear  for  an  idol, 
tlfinks  not  God's  silver  and  gold  too  dear  for  an  Idolatrous  abettor.' 

Oh  the  infinite  patience  of  the  Almighty  !  God  gives  success^ 
awhile,  to  so  offensive  a  rivklry.  This  Assyrian-  ki^g  prevail 
against  the  king  of  Syria;  kiHs  him  ;  and  takes  his  chief  city,  O^ 
maacus.  The  quarrel  of  the  king  of  Judah  hath  Enlarged  the  ter* 
ritories  ctf  his  assistant,  beyond  hope.  And  now,  white  this  Assy- 
riati  victoi*  is  enjoying  the  possession  of  his  new-won  Damascus, 
Ahaz  goeik  up  thither  to  meet  him  ;  to  congratulate  the  victory ;  to 
add  unto  diose  triumphs,  which  were  drawn  on  by  his  solicitation. 

Thbre  he  sees  a  new-fashioned  altar,  that  pleases  his  eye.    That 
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eH  form  of  Solombn's^  tyhich  \vas  macle  by  the  j^ttera  sliewed"  to 
Moses  in  the  Mount,  is  now  grown  stale  and  despicable.  A  model 
flf  this  more  exquisite  frame  is  sGntto  tJrljih,  ihe  priest;  andmusi 
be  sampled  in  Jerusalem.  It  is  a  dangerous  presumption^  to  naaka 
nmovatioiis,  if  but  in  the  circuriistances  of  God's  worship.  Those 
imman   additions,  which  would  seetn  to  gface  the  institution  of 

God",'  deprave  it.  That  in6mte.  wisdom  knows  best  what  Vilj 
pTea<;e  itself,  and  prescribes  accordingly.  The  foolishness  of  God 
&  *iser  tfcin  the  wisdom  of  men.  Idolatry,  and  fal^hood,  is  comC 
mbnfy  more  gaudy  and  i)lausible,  than  truth.  That  heart.  whic& 
can  for  tlic  outward  homeliness,  despise  the  ordinances  o^  G6d^  is 
already  aliened  from  true  religion^  aqd  lies  op'ei^  to  the  grossest 
siiperstitiofr.  '  ' 

.  Never  any.  priuce  was  so  foully  idolatrous^  as  tbat  he  ^v'ant^a  a 
priest  to  seccindhim..  A  Uiijafi  is  fit  to  numour  an  Ahaz.  Grea^r 
ncss  ccmld  never  cbmmand  any  thing,  whicli  some  servile  wits  w^jr^^ 
act  reidy,  both'to  acpplaiid  and  jitstify.  I  ;        \  , ; 

,  Ejre  the  king  can.  be  returnfedf  from  Damascus,  the  altar  i^  finish- 
ed. 'It  were  h^ppyj^'  ilF  true  godliness  could  be  so  forward,  in  th^ 
prosetifutibtfe  of  good,     '       ...',,  ; 

.  Niithjferis  this  strange  pll^'  Vetifed  bnly^  but  thrust  yp  betwixc 
God*s  altar  and  the  temple ;  in  an  apparent  precedency ;  a^  if  he  ba^ 
said,  **Let  th^  God  of  Judah  come  behina  the  deities  of  Syrla^" 

And  iiovfy  to  make  up  the  full  measure  of  his  impiety,  this  idol- 
afrous  king  Mil  hhnselr  be  sacrificing  upon  his  neW  altar,  to  his 
new  gods;'tli^'  gods  of  Damascus,  A  usurped* priesthood. wen 
becomes  a  false  deity.  Because ^  saith  he,  the  gocts  qf  the  h'ngs'of' 
Syria  help  therrty  thertforc  will  I  sacrifice  to  tliem^  that  t/iey  mci^ 
help  me.  ,  .  x    ,      . . 

O  bBnd  superrjfition  \  How  did  the  gods  of  Syria  fuelp.tlieir 
kings,  T^hen  both  th8fee  king^  and  their  gods' were  vanquished  find 
taken  by  th6  kiAg  of  Assyria  ?     Even  tfiis  Efemascus  and  tbisat 


Syrians  prospered,  must  their  gods  have  the  thanks?  Are  tlierQ 
no  authors  of  good,  but  blotks,  of  devils  ?  or  is  an  outward  prospe^ 
rity  the  only  argument  of  truth,  the  only  motive  of  devotion  ?  O 
foolish  Ahaz:,'  it  is  the  God  thOu  hast  forsaken  that  plagues  thee, 
under  whose  only  arm  thou  migJifeest  have  prevailed,  fiis  power 
beats  those  pagan  stocks,  one  against  another ;  so,  as  .one  whi}c, 
one  seems  victorious,  another  vanquished ;  and  at  last  he  Con- 
founds both,  together  with  their  proudest  clients.  Thyself  shall 
be  the  best  instance. 

Of  all  the  kings  of  Judah  hitherto,  there  is  no  one  so  dreadful 
an  example,  either  of  sin  or  iudgment,  as  this  son  of  good  Jothan). 
I  abhor  to  think,  that  such  a  monster  should  descend  from  the 
bins  of  David.  Wbi^re.  should  be  the  period  of  this  wickedness?. 
Ho  began  with  the  high  places :  theace  he  descends  to  the  calves 
of  Dau  and  Bethel:  fromtlience  he  falls  to  a  Syrian  altar  \  to  the 


THE  UTTER  DESTRXJCTION  OS  THE  KINGDOM  OF 

ISRAEL, 

JuDAH  was  at  a  sore  heave ;  yet  Israel  shall  miscarry  before  it, 
Such  are  the  sins  of  both,  that  they  strive  whether  shall  fall  first ; 
b,ut  this  lot  must  light  upon  the  ten  tribes.  Though  the  late* 
king  of  Judah  were  personally  worse  than  the  most  of  Jeroboam'i^ 
successors,  jet  the  people  were  generally  lesa  evil ;  upon  whom 
the  encroachments  of  iaolatry  were  iDore  by  obtrusion,  than  by 


w 
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Syrian  god :  then,  frojn  a  partnership,  he  falls  to  an  utter  eKfai^  ^! 

$ion  of  the  true  God,  and  blocking  up  his  temple :  apd  then^  19  '>[ 

the  sacrifice  of  his  own  son :  and  at  last,  as  if  hell. were  brok^  M 
loose  upon  God's  inheritance,  every  several  city,  every  bigh  place 
of  Judah  hath  a  new  ^o<3.    No  marvel  if  he  be  br^ded  by  the 
Spirit  of  Ood,  with,  This  is  that  king  Ahaz. 

What  a  fe^ul  plague  did  this  noisome  deluge  of  sin  leave  be^  '^ 

hind 'it,  in  the  land  of  Judah!    Who  can  express  the  horror  o(  s:l 

God's  revenge,  upon  a  people  that  should  have  been  his  ?     Pe^t  ^ 

kah,  the  king  of  Israel,  slew  a  hundred  and  twenty  tbousaiid  o(  b 

them,  in  on^  day  :  amongst  whom  was  Maaseiah,  the  son  of  Aha^.  o 

0  Just  judgment  of  the  Almighty  !    Ahaz  sheds  ihe  blood  of  one  a 

son,  to  an  idol :  the  true  God  sheds  the  blood  of  another  of  lu^  is 

eopsj  in  revenge.  il 

'  Yet,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  stretched  out  still.  ^  Two  hundre4  )i 

iKousand  of  them  were  carrijed  away  by  the  Israelites,  captive,  to  ii 

&unaria'.    The  Edomites  came,  and  carried  aw^  (another  purt  c|  :{d 

tifem  for  bond  slaves,  to  their  country.  (i 

'   The  Philistines  came  up,  and  shared  the  cities  of  the  south  of  i 

Judah,  andthevillagesthereof.' 'Shortly,  what  other  is  miserable  k 

^udah,  th^n.  the  prey-  and  spoil  of  all  the  neigbbourinjg.  nations  ?  ii 

For  the  Lord  brought  Judah  low^  because  ^f  Ahaz  king,  of  Israel^  « 

for  he  made  Judah  naked,  and  transgressed  sore  dgg,it%st  tk^Lard*  v 

,  As  for  the  great  king  of  Ashur,  whom  AIws  pnrdbased  W^h  ilie  \ 

sacrilegious  pillage  of  the  house  of  God,  instead), of  an  aid,  he  i 

proves  a  burden.    However  he  sped  in  his  first  oiisets,  now,  he  \ 

distressed  Judah^  hut  strengthened  it  not    The  charge  was  a^  i 

great,  as  the  benefit  small :  sooner  shall  he. eat  them  out,  than  res*  i 

cue  them.    No  arm  of  flesh  can  shelter  Ahaz  from  a  vengeance.  n 

Be  wise y  O  t/e  kings  ;  he  instruct^d^  O  w  judges  qf  Jb€  earth.  \ 

Serve  tfie  Lord  with  fear,  and  r^'oipe  with  trembling.    J^iss  th$^  \ 

Hon,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perishjrom  the  i^ajf^  whenMswr^k  \ 
is  kindled  but  a  Utile, 

His  subjects  complain,  that  he  died  sq  late ;  and,  as  relenting  i 
that  he  ever  was,  deny  him  a  roopi  in  the  sepulchres  pf  kiqgs :  as 
if  they  said  \^<  The  comjnon  earth  of  Jerusalem  is  top  g96d  for  bim« 
that  aegenerated  from  bis  progenitors^  ma^pred  his  kingdom,  de^ 
praved  nis  people,  forsook  his  God."" 

iJCin^sxvL  2  ChroTL  xxviii^ 
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consent;  Imides  dat,  the  thrones  of  Judah  bad  some  inter* 
dankes  of  good  princes ;  Israel,  none  at  all.  The  same  justice,- 
^leretbre,  that  made  Israel  a  scourge  to  Judah,  made  Aivyria,  a 
^orpion  to  Israel. 

It  was  the  quarrel  of  Judah,  that  first  engaged  the  king  of 
A^ur  in  this  war  against  Israel :  ,npw  he  is  not  so  easily  fetched 
off:  so  we  have  seen  some  eager  mastiff,  that  hath  been  set  on  by- 
die  least  clap  of  the  hand,  but  could  not  be  loosened  by  the  force 
of  staves. 

Sbalipaneser,  king  of  Assyria,  comes  upa^inst  Hosheu,,king  of. 
faiael ;  and  subdues  nim,;  and  puts  him  to  his  tribute.  This  ydce 
wasimcputhand  unpleasing.  The  vanquished  prince  was  neuher 
able  to  resist,  nor  willing  to  yield :  secretly,  toerefore,  he  treata> 
ifith  the  king  of  Effypt,  for  assistance ;  as  desiring  rather  to  ha-' 
sard  his  liberty  by  the  hand  of  an  equal,  than  to  epjoy  a  quiet  lub^ 
iection  undeir  the  band  of  an  ovemdiqg  power.  We  cannot, 
olame  piinces,  to  be  icalous  of  their  sovereignties. 

Tbe  detaining  of  nis  yearly  tribute,  and  the  whisperin«  with 
Qew  .confederates,  have  orawn  up  the  king  of  Ashur  to  pemct  hia  • 
4>wn  victories.  He  returns  therefore  with  a  strong  power;  and, 
^ftec  three  years'  ^^f  ^k^  Samaria,  imprisons  Hoshea  ^  aod, 
in  the  exchange  of  a.  woeful  captivity,  he  pec^les  Israel  with  As^ 
jpy  liana,  ai^d  Assyria  with  Israehtes. 

Now,  that  abused  soil' hath,  upon  a  surfeit  of  wickednaia^  castr 
Dujt  her.  perfidious  owners ;  and  will  try  how  it  can  fare  witb.hea» 
dx^nish  strangers.  Now,  the  Assyrian  gallants  triumph  in'  tbe  mk^ 
laces  of  Samaria  and  Jezreel ;  while  the  peers  and  captains  of  J^^. 
19^  are  driveo  manacled  through  the  Assyriaii  stceetsL  and  liiQi^tled 
tf>  die  several  places  of  their  perpetual  servituj3e.  Shortly,  nowv*' 
die  flourishing  kingdom  .of  tbe  ten  tribes  is  come  to  a  fin^t  andrf 
sliamefnl  end ;  apuso  vanished  in  this  last  dissipation,  that,'  sinc^^, 
that  day,  no  man  could  ever  say,  ^*  This  was  Israel.**  ^ 

Oh  terrible  example  of  vengeance,  upoQ  that,  peculiar  people^/ 
whom  God  hatbi  chosen  for  himself,  out  of  all  the  world !    AH.  tba. . 
wori4  were  witnesses,  of  the  favours  of  their  miraculous  d^ver- 
ances  and  protections :  all  the  world  shall  be  witnesseSi  of  their . 
jiist  confusion. 

It  is  not  m  ,the  power  of  slight  errors,  to  set  off  that  infimte 
ipercy.     What  was  it,  O  God,  what  was  it,  that  caused  thee  to 
ca^t  off  thine  own  inheritance?     What,  but  the  same  that  made, 
thee  to  cast  the  angels  out  of  heaven  ?   even  their  rebellious  sios^ 
Those  sins  dared  to  emulate  the  greatness  of  thy  mercies,  no  lest 
than  they  forced  tlie  severity  of  thy  judgments  ;  Theyl^t  all  the* 
commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God;  and  made . them  nMilfen.. 
images y  even  two  calves ;  ajid  made  a  grove,  and  worshipped  all  the 
host  of  heaven;  and  served  Baal ;    and  caused  their  sons  and 
daughters  to  pa^  through  the  f  re  ;  and  used  divination  aniei^ 
chantnienls ;  aiidsold  themselves  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  oftheLardp , 
to  provoke  hivi  to  anger • 
Neither  wei*e  tlicse  slips  of  frailty,  or  ignorant  mistakings^  but 


wWul  crimes,  eftistJnatt;  impieties,*  in  spite  elf  the  56ctriTi¥i?;  fe/ 
Jiroofe,  menaces',  xniratulous  convictions  of  the  holy  ijropnet^' 
vHiich  God  sentr'atfeotigk  them.    Thy  destruction  is  of  thyself-  (Si 
Israel,     What  could  the  just  hand  ot  the  Almighty  do'  less,  .thai 
consume  a  nation  so  fncarrigiHly  flagitious  ?  a  nation"  so  Unthahk* 
ful  for  mercies,  so  Jtttpatient  of  remedies^  so  incapable  of  repen-r 
tance ;  so  obliged,  so  warned ;  So  shamelessly,  so  lawlessly  wicfced  f^ 
What  nation  mldcrhea^'en  can  novv^  challenge  an  indefeasable  in- 
terest in  God,  when  Israel  itself  is  cast  oSl    What  Church  in  the 
vK^rld  can  shew  such  dear  love-tofeens  froip  the  Almighty  as  this^ 
noftr  abhorred  and  adulterous  spouse?     He,  that  spared  not  tho^ 
nStoraf  bjive,  shall  he  snare  the  wild  ?     It  is  not  foir  us,  sinners  of 
tteObfttiles,  to  be  higb-ntinded,  but  awftrl. 
'  'TIW  Isi4relitcs  are  carried  fcaptive  inter  A^yria,     'fhr^e  gclckffy 
ciftd  of  the  ten  tribes  may  not  life  i*^atste,  and  Oflpeoplea,     Tm 
t^i^oni  of  the  victor  finds  rt  fit,  to  transplant  his  own'colc^ifes  tht 
ther ;  that  so  he  may  raise  profit  thence,  with  security.     Fijom  Ba- 
tHrldh  ffierefore,  ^na  Cuthah,  and  Ava,  aiidHkibath,  an^'Sepl^r- 
'    v^?fri,-  doth  h6.<6nd  of  his  own  subjects,  to  possess  and  inhdbrt  tW' 
cittes  of  Samaria. 

•'The  tend  doth  riot  b^ook  htt  hew  tenants.  Theij  feared  riot  the 
Lord ;  (How  ^otild  they,  they  knef\v  him  not  Y)  Therefore  the 
Lard  sent  lions  amongst  them,  which  slti:  sortie  ofiheifC.  Not  the 
v«li4est^  l^ati  ia^  HH  Excused,  for  hi^  ignorance  of  tiod  :  e^6ri  "ttie 
d^ffaf ^dgt  haturfe  hifght  teach  us,  to  tfeinble  at  a  Deity.  It  is  just 
wra.tJii  Alihigl^t^j'rioVto'  put  up  neglfe(it^  where  he  hath  bestpw^ 

"^ThiftrBrtite  i*r«eatvlfdir  ate  s^nt,  to  reVehge  the  Quarrel  of  their 
Maker,  Ap6n  xvot^^/  fcdftsts  than  tK^/nsfeltes.  '  Still,  hath  6(id  left 
mtriselfcha&^ibrii'iri  Ilta^.I,*  Lioiis*.  t^^  thfe  Assytians'in  pieces; 
and put^th^nt  in  nilnd',  tfiat,  ha4  it  n'ot 'b^Ci]  for  wickedness, 'that 


T^fitflfl  We  stire  of  Jlvengers,     fh^t'e  i^  nb  security,  but  in  being  at 
peace  with  God. 

'  The  king  of  Assyria' is  sued  to,  for  reriiedy,  Even  these  Pagans 
IflWlcartiedtoknow,  ttiat  these  lions  \vere  sent  from  a  God ;  that 
tMs^putrishment  is  for  sin  ;  ThH/knoxt>  not  the  manner  of  the  God 
qf^'tne  hftd;  therefore  he  hath  sent  liofts  among  them.  These 
Mfinfd  hfeathcirt,  that  think  every  land  hath  a  several  god,  yet,  hold 
tBaf  GtfdWoM^yot  his  own  worship ;  yet,  hold  that  worship  must 
bfe  e^roiuvded  upon  knowledge  ;  the  want  of  th^t  knowledge,  pu- 
njslmble*;  thi*  punishment  of  that  want,  jusC  and  divine.  How 
iimVih  iii^brse  than  Assyrians  are  they,  that  are  ready  to  ascribe  all 
C^SahiSttks  io  nature,  to  chance !  that,  acknowledging  but  one  God 
•r  alt  the  world,  are  yet  careless  to  kn6w  him,  to  serve  him ! 

Qne  of  the  priests  of  Israel  is  appointed  to  be  carried  back  to 
JSraiaria;*to'tea6h'tlfe' AssjTian  4ol6tfy  the  fashions  of  the  God  of 
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the  land  ;  teC  fe;  devotion, .  bat  for  impuniti^.  Vain  {nditioisOMr 
lliink  to  satisiy  Qod,  by  patching  up  religions.  Any  forms  are 
good  enough,  for  an  unknown  deity.  The  Assyrian  priests  teadi 
iod  practise  the  worsl»p  of  their  own  gods  ;  .the.  Israelitiah  priMi 
toescribes  the  worship  of  the  true  God :  ther  people  wiM  lollow 
both  ;  the  one  out  of.  li&ing,  -  the  otlier  out  of  ?fear. 

\Vb»t  a. prodigious  mixtcure  was  here  of  religions;  true  with 
febe,  Jewish  with  Paffanisb,  divine,  with  devilbh.!  Every^dcviiiail 
of  these  transplantea  Assyriaas  had  ihehr  several  deities,  •  faiglf 
friacesy  sacrifices.  This  ingh  priest  of  IsraeLiflltercoinaiinii  ^ilm 
every  of  them :  so  that  now  these  fathers  of  Samarkanism  ai'e  id 
at  all ;  The^  fear  the  Lordy  and  serve  thefr  idols.  No  be^gai^ii 
cldke  is  bqoi^  pieced,  than  the.  fehgion  of  these  new  inhabitantf 
of  Israel.  I  know  not  how  their  bodies  sped  for  the  lions;  I  atg 
S9ire  their  ^ub  fared  tlie.  worse  for  this  medley.  Above  alltbiif|^, 
God  hates.a  mungrel  dev61ion*  If  we^benot  all:  fanael,  it  weve  bdb^ 
ler  to  be-all  Ashur.  It  cannot  so  much  displease  God,  tot  be  tin^ 
known  or  ^neglected,  as  to  be  consorted  with  idds/     OrSings  xvU^ 

HEZEKIAH  AND  SENNACHERIB. ,    . 

IsRAU.  IS  gone :  JudaH  isi  left  stslnding ;  or  rathisi^  mtAt  few  spHgk' 
of  those  two  tribes  :•  so  w^  have  ^on^  in  the  shredding  6f  some 
Ixrge  fimber-tfee,  6ne  or  two  boughis  left  at  the  tof>  to  hold  up 
the  sajp;  Who  can  biit  lament  the  pobr  remainders,  of  that  lani 
fishing  kingdom  of  David  ?  •     '.      . 

T^c;  out  of  the  two  trifb^  of  Judah  and  B^j^min^  one  hun- 
dred and  xm&ffstf  tht^saody  whom  Pekah,  the  king  of  Israel^  sleW: 
mxHse  day  ^  tafte  btit  twt>  hundred  thousand^  that  were  carried  away 
captive  to  8aiiitiria>:  tak^  o«t  thcfte^  that  were  transported  intd 
the  bonda^  of  cte  fidomites;  tsuA  those  tlmt  were  subdued  in  ^ 
90«di  partis  by  the  PhitigEftles<t  idas^  what  a  handful  was  left  to  di^ 
Irifii^  of  Jadflih,  scarce  th^  ntfme  ^of  a  dominiorif !  ' 

Yetj^  even  nafw,  out  of  the  s^leeds  of  Judab^  doth  God  raise  up 
a  glorious  li^  to  his  fbrlorit  Cbufrcb ;  yeet,  itom  the  i^retchecf 
lotos  of  Ahai!;,  dtith  pod  fetch  a  holy  Hezekiah.  It  had  been  hartf 
to  conceive  the  state  of  Judah  WO^se  than  it  was :  neither  ^'as  it' 
more  dnserable,  than  sin^I ;  and^  in  regard  of  both,  desperate ; 
^dMT,'  beyond  hope,  God  revives' this  dymg  Wfeck  of  David j  aucf 
oat  of  rery  turns  buUds  up  hi^  dwn  houto.  Abas  was  ndt  mor^ 
the  ill  son  of  i«  ^d  father,  that!  Ite  wato  the  ill  father  of  a  ^ootf 
SDH;  '  He  wwrthe  rllison  of  good  Jotham,  the  ill  fether  of  g66d 
Hesiebiah.  Good  Hezekiah  makes  amends,  for  hts  father's  ii^npiety ; 
and  puta  a-  iH^t^  life^  into  the  heartless  remnant  of  God's  people. 
Ite wisdom. of  our  good  God  knows  when  his  aid  will  be  most 
seasotmble.  most  welcome  ;  which  he  then  Idv^  to  give,  when  he 
iinds  us  left  of  all  our  hopes.  That  merciful  hand  is  reserved  for  z 
dead  Kft ;  th^n,  he  faib  us  not. 

Now,  you  might  have  seen  this  pious  pritiee  busily  betlifWncf 
UdiB^lf,  ill  so  lace  and  needful  a  refonantioit ;  r^movin^  the  high 
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places,  battering  and  barniiig  the  idols,  deofolUhing  the^  temp)«^j^     ^ 
cutting  down  their  groves^  opening  the  templ^^  purging  the  altars 
end  vessels,  sanctifying  tlie  priests,  rekindling;,  tne  lamps,  renew*, 
ing  the  incense,,  reinstitating  the  sacriiicesy  estahUsbing  the  order  of 
God's  service,  appointing  the  courses,  settling  the  maintenance  ^ 
the  ministers,  publishing  the  decrees  for  the  ieng-neglected  pass* 
l^er,  celebmtbff  it«nd  the  otiier  feasts  with  duesolem^iiiyyencou* 
IH^iog  the  people,  contributing  bountifully  to  tlie  offerings,  and,     ^ 
ili  one  wora,  so  ordering  ail  the  affiurs  of  God  as  if  he  had  been      ^ 
iODt  down  from  keanren  to  restore  religion ;  as.  if  David  himself 
Wd  been  aUve  aoain  in  this  blessed  heir,  not  so.  much  of  his  crown,      .; 
as  of  his  pietv. 

I  O  Judah,  nappy  in  thy  Hezekiah !  O  Hezekiah,  happy  in  the 
gracious  restoration  of  thy  Judah  1 

,:  Ahaa.shali  have  no  thank  for^uch  a  son.  The  God,  that  is  able 
(^  the  very  stones  to  raise  children  to  Abraham,  raises  a  true  seed 
of  I>avid,  out  of  the  corrupt  loins  of  an  idolater.  That  infinite 
mercy  is  liot  tied  to  the  terms  of  an  immediate  propagation. 

For  the  space  of  three  hundred  years,  the  man  after  God's  own. 
heart  had  no  perfect  heir,  till  now.  Till  now,  did  the  liigh  places 
stand :  the  devbtions  of  the  best  princes  of  Judah  were  blemished, 
with  some,  weak  omissions :  novr,  the  zeal  of  good  Hex^iahcieara 
all  tho^  defects,  and  works  ^n  entire  change. 

How  seasonably,  bath  th^  providence  of  God  kept  the  best  man, 
for  the  ^vorst  tij»^  1  Wbei^  God  bath  a  great  work  to  dO|  he  knojA^S: 
to  fit  himself  with  instraments. 

'^inarv^,ifthe  Pagaoish  idoU  go  lo  wveck,  wheaemen  thebnu 
a^en  serpent,  that  Mo^es  jiad  made  by,  God^s  own  mpointment,  is 
broken  in  pieces. .  The  Israelites  wece  stung  with  nery  serpents :. 
ttiis  brazen  sQrpent  healed  tq^m  3  which  they  did  no  sooner  see, 
tb^  they  recoy^Fcd*  But  now,  ^uch  wi^s  the  venom  of  the  Israeli* 
tl^h  idolatry.,  that  tbi#  serpent  of  bxass  stung  worse  than  the  fi^^y  • 
that,  which  first  cured  by.  the  ^ya,  now  bv  the  e^e  poisoned  the. 
soul;  that,  which  was  at  fir^t  the  typeoi  a  Saviour,  is  now  the 
deadly  engine  of  the  enen^y.  While  it  helped,  it  stood  ;  it  stood, 
while  it  hurt  not;  but  when  once  ^cked^ose  hath  turned  it  into, 
an  idol,  what  was  it  but  NehuslHau^?. 

The  holiness  of  the  first  iiistkntiaa  eannot  privilege  ooghti  from, 
the  danger  pf  a  future  profapation  ;  nor,  as  the  case  may  stand* 
from  an  utter  abolition.  What  antiquity ,  what  authority^  what  pci* 
mary  service  might,  thi$  serpent  have  pleaded  I  AU  that  cannot 
keep  it  out  of  the  dust.  Those  things,  which  are  necessary  in  theur 
being,  beneficial  in  their. continuance,  may  still  remain^  when  their 
abuse  is  purged  ;  but  those  things,  whose  use  is  but  temporary, 
and  whose  duration  is  needless  and  unprofitable,  may  cease  with 
the  occasion,  and  much  more  perish  with  an  inseparable  ^^^ 
Hezekiah  wUlii^ly  forgets  whq  iiiade  the  serpent,  wnen  he *®^**°*' 
Israelites  make  it  an  idol.  It  is  no  l^s  intolerable  for  God,  to  have 
a  rival  of  his  ow^i  making*  .  • 

Since  Hezekiah  was  &\j^^  above  all  his  ancestors,  upright  ynffK 
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Se  Lord,'  it  is  no  marve},  if  the  Lbrd  were  with  Him ;  if  be  pr<»« 

Ered,  whithersoever  he  went.  The  same  God,  that  would  have 
K  justtCb  magnified,  in  the  confusion  of  the  wicked  princes  of 
lunael  and  Judah^  wobM  have  his  mercy  no  less,  acknowledged/  in 
tbe  blessings  xyf  faithful  Hezekiah-. 

The  great  kin?  of  Assyria  had  in  a  sort  swallowed'  up  both  the 
lunedoms  of  Jiidah  and  Israel ;  jet  nok:  with  an  equal  cruehy  i  He 
made  Israel  captive ;  Jtidah,  upon  a  wiUinr  composition,  tribe-* 
tary.  Israel  is  vanished  in  a  transportation ;  Judah  continues  ilildei^ 
the  homage,  wherein  Ahaz  left  it.  Hezekiah  had  reigned  but  six 
years,  when  he  saw  his  neighbours  of  Israel  packiiig  into  a  mise^ 
rabie  captivity,  and  the  proud  Assyrians  lording  in  their  cities ) 
yet,  even  then,  when  he  stood  alone  in  a  comer  of  Judah,  durst 
Hezekiah  draw  his  neck  out  of  the  yoke  of  the  great  and  victi>» 
rious  monarch  of  Assyria;  and,  as  if  one  enemy  had  not  been 
enough,  at  the  same  time  he  falls  upon  the  encroaching  Philistines^ 
and  pre^-ailsi  It  is  not  to  be  asked,  what  powers  a  man  can  make, 
but  in  what  terms  he  stands  with  heaven. 

The  univbrthy  father  of  Hezekiah  had  clogged  Judah,  with  this 
servile  feaky  to  the  Assyrian.  What  the  conditions  of  that  sub- 
jection were,  it  is  too  late,  and  needless  for  us  to  inquire.  If  this 
payment  were  limited  to  a  period  of  time,  the  exj^iration  acquit- 
ted him ;  if  upon  covenants  of  aid,  the  cessation  thereof  acquit*- 
ted  him:  if  the  reforming  of  religion  and  banishment  of  idolati^ 
ran  under  the  censure  of  rebellion,  the  quarrel  on  Hezekiah's  psart 
was  holy ;  on  ^nnacherib's,  unjust :  but  if  the  restipulation  were 
absolute,  and  the  withdrawing  of  this  homage  upon  none  but  civii 
grounds,  I  cannot  excuse  the  good  kin?  from  a  just  offence.  It  was 
^  human  frailty  in  an  obliged  prince,  oy  force  to  effect  a  free  and 
independent  sovereignty. 

what,  do  we  mince  that  fact,  which  holy  Hezekiah  himself  cen- 
sures ?  /  have  offended ;  return  from  me :  what  thou  puttesi  on 
me  will  I  bear.  The  comfort  of  liberty  may  not  be  had,  with  an 
unwarranted  violence.  Holiness  cannot  free  us  from  infirmity.  It 
was  a  weakness,  to  do  that  act,  which  must  be  soon  undonev  ^th 
much  repentance  and  more  loss.  This  revolt  shall  cost  Hezekiah, 
besides  much  humiliation,  three  hundred  yearly  talents  of  silver, 
thirty  talents  of  gold;  How  much  better  had  it  been  for  the  cities 
of  Judah,  to  have  purchased  their  peace  with  an  easy  tribute,  than 
war  with  intolerabie  taxation  ! 

Fourteen  years^  had  good  Hezekiah  fed  upon  a  sweet  peace,^ 
sauced  only  with  a  set  pension;  now  he  must  prepare  his  palate, 
for  the  bitter  morsels  of  war.  The  king  of  Assyria  is  come  up 
against  all  the  defenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  hath  taken  them.  He« 
zekiah  is  fidn  to  buy  him  out,  with  too  many  talents.  The  poor 
kingdom  of  Judah  is  exhaust^  with  so  deep  a  payment ;  insotnucb, 
as  toe  king  is  forked  to  borrow  of  God  himself ;  for  If  ezekiah  gai*e 
him  all  the  silver  that  was  /mind  in  the  house  of  the  Lord ;  A'ea, 
at  that  time  did  Hezekiah  cut  off  the  gold  from  the  doors  of  the 
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tcmpfe  of  the  Lori^  and  from  the  pillars^,  which  he  lidd  ofutfUH^ 
^ni  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Assyria,    . 

Hof¥  liard  was  good  Hezdkiah  drirea,  ere  he  would  be  thus  bold 
^ithhis  God!  Surely » if  the  mines  or  coffers  of  Judah  could  have 
yielded  any  supply,  this  shift  had  been  hateful ;  to  fetch  back  for 
101  enemy,  that  wmch  he  had  given  to  his  Maker.  Only  necessity 
excuses  that  from  sacrilege  in  the  son,  whidi  will  made  sacrilege 
in  the  father.  That,  whic£  is  once  devoted  to  a  sacred  use,  mw  not 
Ve  colled  hack  to  a  profane :  but  be,  whose  the  earth  is  and  the 
^biess  of  it,  is  not  so  taken  with  our  metals,  that  he  should  more 
n^ard  our  gold,  than  our  welfare.  His  goodness  cannot  grudge 
friy  outward  thing,  for  the^  price  of  our  peace.  To  rob  God  out  of 
!M>vetonsness,  or  wantonnessi^  or  neglect,  is  justly  damnable :  we 
cannot  rob  him  out  of  our  need ;  for  then  he  gives  us  ^1  we  take ; 
and  bids  us  ransom  our  lives,  our  liberties.  The  treasures  of  God^s 
house  were  precious,  for  his  sake,  to  whom  they  were  consecrated; 
put  more  precious  io  the  sight  of  the  Lord  was.  the  life  of  any  one 
of  his  saints. 

.  £yery  true  Israelite  was  the  spiritual  house  of  God.  Why  should 
not  the  door  of  the  material  temple  be  willingly  stripped,  to  save 
the  whole  frame  of  tlie  spiritual  temple  I  Take  tliererore,  O  He- 
2;ekiah,  what  thou  hast  given  :  no  gold  is  too  holy  to  redeem  thy 
vexation :  it  matters  not  so  much,  how  bare  the  doors  of  the  tern* 
pie  be,  in  a  case  of  necessity,  as  how  well  the  iosides  be  furnished, 
with  sincere  devotion.  Oh  the  cruel  faard-heartedness  of  those 
men,  which  will  rather  sufier  the  living,  temples  of  God  to  be  ruin* 
fd,  than  they  will  ransom  their  life,  with  farthings ! 

It  could  not  be,  but  that  the  store  of  needy  Judah  must  soon  be 
drawn  dry,  with  so  deep  an  exaction.  That  sum  cannot  be  sent, 
because  it  cannot  be  raised  :  the  cruel  tyrant  calls  for  his  backs, 
while  he  allows  no  straw.  His  anger  is  kmdled,  because  Hezekiah*a 
coffers  have  a  bottom :  with  a  mighty  host  doth  he  come  up  against 
Jerusalem :  therefore  shall  that  city  be  destroyed  by  him,  b^use 
by  him  it  hath  been  impoverished :  the  inhabitants  must  be  slaves^ 
becaufls  they  are  beggars. 

Oh  lamentable,  ana,  in  sight,  desperate  condition  of  distressed 
Jerusalem  !  Wealth  it  had  none :  strength  it  had ;  but  a  little :  all 
^e  country  round  about  was  subdued  to  the  Assyrian :  tliat  proud 
victor  hath  begirt  the  walls  of  it,  with  an  innumerable  army ; 
scorning  that  such  a  shovel-full  of  earth  should  stand  out  but  one 
day:  poor  Jerusdem  stands  alone,  blocked  -  up  with  a  world  of 
enemies,  helpless,  friendless,  comfortless,  lookiiis  tat  the  wont  oS 
a  hostile  fury ;  when  Tartan,  and  ^Rabsacis,  and  Bahshakeh;  the 
great  captains  of  the  Assyrians,  call  to  a  paday*  Heisekiah  sends 
tothem  tkreeof  his  prime  officers,  his  steward,  his  aemfetary,  his 
recorder*  .  . 

Lord,  what  insolent  blasphemies  doth  that  foul*  mouth  of  R^'^ 
shakeh  belch  out  against  the  living  God,  against  his  anointed  sear* 
vaot !  How  plausibly  doth  hc^  discourage  the  subjects  of  H^^ze^ 


lull !  How  proudly  doth  he  im\Ut  upon  their  iiRpqtpq^dy !  Ho^r 
^oth  he  brave  them,  with  base  offers  of  advantage !  And  la^ly^hovf 
cunningly  doth  he  forelay  their  confidence,  which  wa^  pnly  lelf 
them,  in  the  Ahnigl^*;  protesting  not  to  be  come  up  tlutlier  with- 
out the  Loi^d )  Tnc  Lord  said  fo .  mc^  Go  up  t^  JAis  land,  dud.  dct  • 
siroy  it^ 

How  fearful  ^  wotd  was  this  1  The  r^st  yvero  jjut  vain  cnfpks, 
this 'was  a  thunderbolt,  to  strike  dead  the  heart  of  He;3f^Kiah.  jj 
Rabshakeh  could  have  been  jbelieved^  Jferu$9lempojal(j[not  ^utjb^ve 
Aawn  opefii  How  could  it  think  to.  stapd  out,  no  les§  against  Qpfif 
thaa  men  ?  Jven  thus  doth  the  ;gre*t  eneqay  c^f  m^oklud :  if  hi^ 
can  d«bearteD  the.  spul  from  a  dependance  upon  the  Gotf  pf  Mer* 
cies,  tlie  day  is  his.  fjewd  miscreants  care  uot  h(fw  they  belii^  t^odf 
for  their  own  purposes.  !       '      i 

EliakioQ)  tlie  steward  of  Hozekiahi  well  knew,  bo\r  m^clv  tlie 
p€!opIe  must  needs  be  affected,  with  this  perniciousi  suggestion  ; 
and  fain  would  therefore,  if  not  stop  that  wicked  ipouth?  yet  c(i- 
rert  these  blasphemies  into  a  foreign  expression.  1  wonder  thaj 
any  wise  man  should  look  for  favour  from  an  enemy :  l^pedk^  ^f^^M 
thee^  to  thy  servants  in  the  Syrian  la7iguage.  "Wliat  w^  this,  but 
to  teach  an  adversary,  how  to  do  mischief  r  Wherefore  came  jUab^ 
shakeh  thither,  but  to  gall  Hczekiah,  to  withdraw  his  ^ubji&cts  i 
That  tongue  is  properest  for  him,  which  may  hurt  most.  Depre- 
cations of  evil  to  a  mabcK)us  man  arc  no  better  than  advicesi  An 
unknown  idiom  is  fit  to  keep  counsel :  they  are  familiar  wordS|  tliajt 
must  convey  ought  to  the  understanding. 

Lewd  men  are  the  worse  for  admonitious.  Rabshakeh  bad  not  80 

strained  his  throat  to  corrupt  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  had  it  not 

been  for  the  humble  obtestation  of  £liakim«  Now  he  rears  up  hi^ 

voice,  and  holds  his  sides,  and  roars  out  his  double  blasphexnics : 

one  while,  affrighting  the  people,  with  the  great  power  of  thf 

mighty  king  of  Assyria;  another  while,  debasm^j  the  contcmpti* 

ble  force  of  Hezekiah :  now,  smoothly  atluririg  tnem,  witli  the  as-* 

surances  of  a  safe  and  successful  yieldance ;  then,  discouraging 

them.  With  the  impossibility  of  their  deliveranqe ;  laying  jtiefore 

them  the  fearful  examples  of  greater  nations  vanquished,  by  tliat 

sword,  which  was  how  shaken  over  them ;  triumphing  in  the  im- 

poteucy  and  miscarriage  of  their  gods :  IF/ib  arc  they^  among  .all 

the  gods  of  the  countries^  that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of 

viine  hand^  that  the  Lord  should  deliver  Jerusalem  out  (^  yiwi^ 

hand  f  Where  are  the  gods  of  Arpad,  and  of  llq.matb  9  Whei;e  ^ 

but  in  that  hellish  darkness,  that  is  ordained  both  for  them  aD4^of 

thee,  barbarous  Assyrian,  that  dal-est  thus  open,  thy  i^puth  a^ip^ 

thy  Maker.  And  can  those  atheistic  eyes  of  tliine  see  no  difference 

of  gods  ?  Is  there  no  distance,  betwixt  a  stock  or  stone  and  that 

infinite  Deity,  that  made  heaven  aud  earth'  ?  It  is  enough,  tliat 

thou  now  feelest  it.  Thy  torments  have  taught  thee  too  l^tc,  tlat. 

thou  affrontedst  a  Living  Goi  '  . 

How  did  the  finders  and  tongues  of  those  Jewish  peers  and  poo- 
pfe  itch  to  be  at  Itabshakeh,  in  a  revengeful^  answer  to  tiiosc  irQ« 
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pieties !  Alt  is  hushed;  Not  a  wOrd  sounds  iroin  those  walls.  I  Ao 
Hot  more  wondef,  at  Heze]i:iah'l|(  wisdom  in  commanding  silence^ 
ttian  at  the  subjects'  obedience  in  keeping  it..  This  railer  could  not 
be  more  spited,  than  with  no  answer ;  and,  if  he  might  be  exas- 
perated, he  could  not  be  reformed.  Besides,  the  rebounding  of 
those  multiplied  blasphemies  might  leave  some  ill  impressions  in 
the  multitude.  This  sulphurous  flask,  therefore,  dies  in  his  own; 
tmoke ;  only  leaving  a  nateful  stench  behind  it. 

Good  Hezekiah  cannot  easily  pass  over  this  devilish  oratory.  Na 
«ooner  doth  he  hear  of  it,  than  ne  rends  his  clothes,  and  covers 
ffimself  with  sackcloth,  and  betakes  himself  to  the  house  of  the 
Lbfd ;  and  sends  hb  officers  and  the  gravest  of  the  priests,  clad  in 
sackcloth,  to  Isaiah  the  prophet  of  God,  with  a  doleful  and  queru^ 
lous  message. 

(>h  {be  noble  piety  of  Hezekiah !  Notwithstanding  all  the  straits 
of , the  siege  and  the  danger  of  so  powerful  an  enemy,  I  find  no^ 
the  garments  of  this  good  king,  any  otherwise  than  whole  and  un- 
changed ;  but  now,  so  soon  as  ever  a  blasphemy  is  uttered  against 
the  Majesty  of  his  God,  though  by  a  I^agan  dog,  his  clothes  are 
iorn  and  turned  into  sackcloth.  There  can  be  no  better  arg^ument 
of  an  upright  heart,  than  to  be  more  sensible  of  the  indignities 
oflered  to  God,  than  of  our  own  dangers.  Even  these  desperate 
teproaches  send  Hezekiah  to  the  Temple.  The  more  we  see  God's 
name  profaned,  the  more  shall  we,  if  we  be  truly  religious,  love 
and  honour  it. 

Whither  should  Hezekiah  run,  but  to  the  temple,  toi  the  pro- 
phet? There, tiheire  is  the  refuge  of  all  faitliful  ones;  where  fney 
may  speak  with  God,  where  they  may  be  spoken  to  from  God,  and 
fiitch  comfort  from  both. 

It  is  not  possible,  that  a  believing  heart  should  be  disappointed. 
Isaiah  sends  tliat  message  to  the  good  king,  that  may  dry  up  his 
tears,  and  cheer  his  countenance,  and  change  his  suit ;  Tnus  saith 
the  Lordy  Be  not  afraid  of  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard,  with 
which  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  have  blasphemed  me.  Be-^^ 
holdy  I  will  send  a  blast  upon  hhn^  and  he  shall  hear  a  rumour ^  and 
shall  return  to  his  own  land ;  and  I  will  cause  him  to  fall  by  the 
sword  in  his  own  land, 

Lo,  even  while  Sennacherib  was  in  the  height  of  his  jollity  and 
assurance,  God^s  prophet  foresees  his  ruin ;  and  gives  him  for 
dead,  while  that  tyrant  thought  of  nothing  but  life  and  victory. 
Proud  and  secure  worldlings  little  dream  or  tlic  near  approach  of 
tiieir  judgments :  while  thevare  plotting  their  deepest  designs,  the 
ovemiling  justice  of  the  Almignty  hath  contrived  dieir  sudden, 
confusion,  and  sees,  and  sets  them  their  day. 

Rabsludceh  returns ;  and,  finding  the  kinff  of  Assyria  warring 
against  Ubnah,  reports  to  him  the  silent,  ana  therein  contemptu^ 
ous  answer,  and  firm  resolutions  of  Hezekiah.  In  the  mean  time, 
God  pulls  Sennacherib  by  the  ear,  with  the  news  of  the  approach- 
ing army  of  Tirhakah,  king  of  Ethiopia ;  which  was  coming  up , 
to  rabe  the  siege ;  and  to  suceour  his  confederates.  That  dt^dful^ 
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power  will  not  allow  the  Assyrian  king,  in  person  to  lesid  his  other 
roroes  up  against  Jerusalem  y  nor  to  continue  his  former  leaguer 
ioriff  before  those  walls :  but  now,  he  writes  big  words  to  Heze- 
kiaS;  and  thinks,  with  his  thundering  menaces,  to  beat  open  the 
gates,  and  level  the  bulwarks  of  Jerusalem.  Like  the  true  master 
of  Rabshakeh,  he  reviles  the  God  of  Heaven ;  and  basely  parallels 
bim,  with  the  dunghill  deities  of  the  heathen. 

Good  Hezekiah  gets  him  into  his  sanctuary.  There  he  spreads 
Ae  letter  biefore  the  Lord  ;  and  calls  to  the  God,  that  dweus  be- 
tveen  the  Cherubims,  to  revenge  the  blasphemies  of  Sennacherib^ 
to  protect  and  rescue  himself  and  his  people. 

Every  one  of  those  words  pierced  Heaven ;  which  was  no  less 
open  to  mercy  unto  Hezekiah,  than  vengeance  to  Sennacherib. 
Now  is  Isaiah  addressed,  with  a  second  message  of  comfort  to  him, 
who  doubtless  distrusted  not  the  first ;  only  the  reiteration  of  that 
furious  blasphemy  made  him  take  faster  hold,  by  his  faithful  de* 
Todon.  Now,  the  jealous  God,  in  a  disdain  of  so  blasphemous  a 
coQtestatiort,  rises  up  in  a  stile  of  Majesty,  and  gloriousljr  tramples 
upoD  ^is  saucy  insolency ;  Because  thy  rage  against  me^  and  thy 
tmulty  is  come  up  into  mine  ears,  therefore  I  will  put  my  hook 
into  thy  nose,  and  my  bridle  into  thy  lips :  and  will  turn  thee  back 
iy  the  wm/ thou  earnest.  Lo,  Sennacnerib,  the  God  of  Heaven  makes 
s  beast  of  thee,  who  hast  so  brutishly  spurned  at  his  name.  If 
tiiou  be  a  ravenous  bear,  he  hath  a  hook  for  thy  nostrils ;  if  thoa* 
be  a  resty  horse,  he  hath  a  bridle  for  thy  mouth  :  in  spite  of  thee^ 
tiiott  shait  foUow  his  hook,  or  his  bridle ;  and  shalt  be  led  to  thy 
just  shame  by  either. 

It  is  not  for  us^  to  be  the  lords  of  our  own  actions :  Thus,saith 
the  Lord  concef^mg  the  king  of  Assyria^  He  shall  not  come  into 
tkUdtyy  nor  shoot  an  arrow  there ^  nor  come  before  it  with  shield, 
^Tcast  a  bank  against  it.  By  the  way  that  he  ca^ne^  shall  he  re^ 
<ttm,  Itc.  Impotent  men,  wbat^ie-we  in  the  hands  of  the  Almigh- 

S!  We  purpose;  he  overrules:  we  talk  of  great  matters,  and 
nk  to  do  wondei-s ;  he  blows  upon  our  projects,  and  they  vanish 
^ith  ourselves.  He,  that  hath  set  oounds  to  the  sea,  hath  appoint* 
^  limits  to  the  rage  of  the  proudest  enemies ;  yea,  even  the  devils 
themselves  are  confined.  Why  boast  ^e  yoursePveSy  0  ye  tyrants, 
Jifl/j/e  can  do  mischief?  Ye  are  stinted;  and  even  within  those 
lists  is  confusion. 

Oh  the  trophies  of  divine  justice !  That  very  nighty  the  angel 
^  ihe  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the  jissyrians  a 
f^^dred fourscore  afidfive  thousand ;  and  when  they  rose  early  in 
^icinoimingy  behold,  they  were  all  dead  corpses. 

Hov  speedy  an  execution  was  this  1  how  miraculous !  No  human 
^^  shall  have  the  glory  of  this  victory.  It  was  God,  that  was  de-i 
fied  by  that  presumptuous  Assyrian ;  it  is  God,  that  shall  right  his 
^  wrongs.  Had  the  Egyptian  or  Ethiopian  forces  been  come  np, 
^^gh  the  same  God  had  aone  this  work  by  them,  yet  some  praise 
<>f  this  slaughiter  bad  perhaps  cleaved  to  their  fingers :  no  w^  an  in-» 
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TisiUehtnd  sheda^  all  this  blood ;  that  his  veiy  mem^'.ttaj  tieSBbf 
hxtBLf  from  all  partnership  of  revenge. 

Go  now,  wk:ked  Sennacherib,  and  tejl  of  the  gods  of  Hamatiiy 
and  Arpad>  and  Scpbanrainiy  and  Heoa^aod  Ivah,  which  thou  hast 
4estroyed ;  and  say,  th^t  Hezekiah*8  God  is  but  as  one  of  thse. 
Go,  and  add  this  aeity,  to  the  number  of  thy  conquests^  Now  say ^ 
that  Hezekiah*s  God,  in  whom  he  trusted,  hath  deceived  hiayand 
graced  thy  trtumphsS. 

.  With  shame  and  grief  enough,  is  that  sheeped  tyrant  Tefcamed 
to  his  J^ineveh  ;  having  left  behind  him  all  the  priae  ajid  sdrengtb 
of  Assyria,  for  compost  to  the  Jewish  fields.  i 

WeU  were  it  for  thee,  O  Seomacherib,  if  thou  couUest  esci^ 
thus.  Vengeance  waits  for  thee  at  home,  and  welcomea  thee  intp 
thy  place.  While  thou  art  worshipping  in  the  house  of  Nisioch 
tihy  ^od,  two  of  thioe  own  sons  snail  be.  thine  executioaetg«  See 
BOW  if  that  false  deity  of  thine  can  preserve  thee  from  that  stroke, 
whieb  the  true  God  sends  thee»  by  the  hand  of  tbiue  own  flesh* 
]Ie»  ^t  ^w  thy  boat  by  his  angels,  slays  thoe  by  tiiy  s6ns.  The 
same  angel,  that  killed  all  those  thousands,  could  as  easily  have 
amitten  thee ;  but  he  rather  reserves  thee,  for  the  farther  torment 
of  an  unoatural  stroke,  that  thou  mayest  see  too  late,  how.easy  it 
i^  for  him,  in  spite  of  thy  god,  to  arm  thine  own  loins  aninsttbee. 
'  Thou  art  avenged,  O  God,  thou  art  avenged  plentifully  of  thine 
enemies*  Whosoiever  strives  with  thee  b  sure  to  gain  nothing  but 
loss,  but  shame,  but  death,  but  hell.  The  Assyrians  are  slain ;  Sen- 
nacherib is.  rewarded  for  his  blasphemy ;  Jerusalem  is  rescued ; 
Hezekiah  rejoices ;  the  nations  x wonder  and  tremble.  Oh  lave  the 
l/M^^Mye  4amiSf  /sr  ihe  Lord  prcserveth  the/aSAJvly  mid  pUn- 
Uonsly  rewardeth  the  fraud  doer. 

9  Kings  zviitf  xix.  2  Chron.  xxix.  Isa.  xxxvi^  xxxvii. 
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Hjezekia^  was' freed  from  .the  siege  of  the  Assyrians,  but  he  Lv 
surprised  with  a  disease.  He/  that  delivered  him  from  the  hand  of 
his  enemies,  smites  him  with  sickness.  God  doth  not  let  us  loose 
from  all  afflictions,  when  he  redeems  us  from  one. 

To  think  that  Hezekiah  was  either  not  thankful  *  enough  for  bis 
deliverance,  or  too  much  Kfted  up  with  glory  of  so  miraculous  a 
favour,  were  an  injurious  nusconstruction  of  the  band  of  God,  and 
an  uncharitable  censure  of  a  holy  prince  ;  for,  though  no  flesh  and 
blood  can  avoid  the  just  desert  of  bodily  punishment,  yet  God 
doth  not  always  strike  with  an  intuition  of  sin  :  sometimes  be  re* 
gards  the  benefit  of  our  trial ;  sometimes,  the  glory  of  his  mercy 
in  our  cure. 

'  k  was  no  slight  distemper,  that  seized  upon  Hezekiah ;  but  a 
disease,  both  painful  and  tiered,  and  in  nature  deadly.  O  God,  how 
theu  hsbest  even  those,  whom  thou  lovcst !  Hadst  thott  ever  any 
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llMb  Aribg  in  the  throne  of  Jiniah,  as*  He^iekiAb^  Ye«^fe  oa 
mttor  immndi  firom^a.  miserable  siege^  thankepailMk  luutor  i 

lIXMtV  ftSCklMSB. 

WlMi|  asy^,  het  had  Hot  so  muahasdie  comfort  of  aolnldto 
iicceed  him,  thy  prophet  ib  sent  to  him,  wilb  the  Jtea^  mettrng^ 
rf  hiscfeath ;  Set  thinx  kousein  order;  fct  thoa  shakdie^ramdnat 
Iht.  Itis^no  XQ$A  nercy  of  God,  that  bo  giro  ugwarphig  mt 
W  end.  We-shalt  make  an  iff  use  of  so  grajciotts  a  premoattum^  if 
we  ndte  tux  a  meet  pi^eparation  for  our  passage.  Even  diOBer,  thai 
iawatKH  a  iKMiae,  yet  ham  a  sool.  No  aeol  can  want  impeatant  af. 
fairs,  ta  be  ordered  for  a  final  djasolation.  The  neglect  of  tkm 
kot  thrift  ia  desperate.  Set  thy  soul  in  ordev,  O  mao;  fct  dmi 
dah  die,  and  not  live. 

If  God  had  given  Hezekimh  a  son,  natnie  had  beqfaeathed  Ui 
cMe:  no«v,  m  must  study  to  find  heirs.  Even  these  outvvard 
thbgs,  i^o«Mg;li  in  themadvea  wortfiless,  requirr  our  caDcM  din. 
position,  to  those  we  leave  behind  ua ;  and  ifi  we  have  ddamd 
ihcse  thongbts  till  dien,  our  sic^beda  majF  not  coaiplam  of  tneia 
importunity.  We  cannot  leave  to  our  famiheffa  better  fegacy,  (had 
peace. 

Never  was  the  prophet  Isaiah  unwelcome  to  diis  good  king,  un^ 
t3  now.  Even  sad  tiaings  must  be  carried  by  those  messengers^ 
which  would  be  feithfiif ;  netdier  may  we  regard  so  modi,  now 
^  will  be  taken,  as  by  iHiom  diey  are  sent. 

K  was  a  bold  and  harsh  word  to  say  to  a  ting,  Thaw  Aaii  die^ 
^notthe.  I  do  not  hear  Heaekiah  rage  and  net  at  the  message^ 
« threat  the  bearer ;  but  he  meekly  turns  his  face  to  the  waU,  and 
*eeps,  and  prays. 

Why  to  the  wall  ?  Was  it  for  the  ^eater  secresy  of  hia  dev^ 
tion  ?  Waa  it  for  the  more  freedom  h'om  all  distraction  ?'  Waa  it 
,^fthe  passion,  which' accompanied  his  prayer,  might  haxre  no 
^^^Rsses  ?  Or,  was  it  for  that  this  vrall  looked  towards  the  templci^ 
which  hia  heart  and  eyes  still  moved  unto,  though  hia  feet  conld 

Howsoever ;  the  patient  soul  of  good  Hezekiah  turnS'  ittctf  td 
^  Holy  Gad,  from  whom  he  smarts  and  bleeds,  and  poui^  out  it- 
■^  into  a  fervent  deprecation ;  /  beseech  thee^  O  iJrdi  remem^ 
^  ^^om  kefW  I  hofoe  walked  before  thee  in  truths  OHd  with  a  perfieet 
^^^ :  mtd  hene  dime  that  which  i$good  in  thys^t^ 
.  Coalds^tbou  fear,  O  Hezekiah,  that  God  had  forgotten  thin^ 
mi^^y  ?  The  grace,  that  was  in  thee,  was  his  own  work :  could 
**  ift  thee  neglect  himself  ?  Or  dost  thou  therefore  doubt  of  hie 
'^■^eBibrance  of  thy*  faithfulness,  because  he  summons  thee  to  re^ 
J^ive  thecrown  of  tny  fhithfiilness,  glory  and  immortality  ?  Where* 
■J^nat  thou  be  remembered,  if  this  be  to  forget  thee?  What 
^Wenge  is  this?  Is  Ood>a.debtor  to  thy  perfection ?  Hath  thy 
Wy  carriage  merited  any  thing,  from  Uiat  infinite  justice  ?  Far^ 
^^J^emthese  ptissiimptuone  conceits,  from  that  bumble  and  nior* 
^^  seal.  Thou  bAdst:  hated  thine  own  toe&st,  if  it  couki  oiic# 
^^«  l«i^a«a«Nl's«M^prgi^  « thoug^^  This  perCSBataoo^of  thia^wfti 
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BO  otber,  than  an  honest  soundness  of  keait  and  Ufe,  wtucb  ^kM 
knewest  God  had  promised  to  reward.  It  was  the  mercy  of  theco* 
venant,  that  thou  pleadedst ;  not  the  merit  of  thine  obedience. 
'  Every  one  of  these  words  was  steeped  in  tears :  but  what  meant 
Aese  words,  these  tears  ?  I  hear  not  of  any  suit  moved  by  Heze- 
inah  ^  only  he  wishes  to  be  remembered^  in  that  which  eouldoevef 
be  forgotten^  though  he  should  have  enUieated  for  an  oblivion. . 

Speak  out,  Hessduah«  What  is  it,  that  thy  teatls  crave,  while  thy 
lips  express  not  ?  .0  letmt  the,  and  I  shau praise  tkee,  0  Goi. 

In  a  natural  man,  none  could  wonder  at  thb  passionate  request: 
who  cannot  but  wonder  at  it,  in  a  saint ;  whose  happiness  doth  but 
then  begin,  when  his  life  ceaseth ;  M^ose  misery  doth  but  then 
end,  when  his  death  enters  ?  The  word  of  faith  is,  *^  Oh  let  me 
die,  that  I  may  emoy  diee/*  How  then  doth  the  king  cry,  at  the 
nems  of  that  death,  which  some  resolute  Pa^ns  have  entertained 
s^ith  smiles  ?  Certainly,  the  best  man  cannot  strip  himself  of  s6nie 
flesh ;  and,  whib  nature  bath  an  undeniable  share  in  him,  he  caa* 
not  but  retain  some  smatch  of  the  sweetness  «f  life,  of  the  horror 
of  dissolution.  Both  these  were  in  Hezeiciah ;  neither  of  them 
could  transport  him  into  this  passion :  they  were  higher  reispects 
that  swayed,  with  so  holy  a  prince ;  a  tender  €»re  of  the  gkxy  of 
God,  a  careful  pity  of  the  Church  of  God.  His  very  tears  said, 
^'  O  God,  thouKnowest  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  bent  upon 
me,  as  one  that  hath  abandoned  their  idolatry,  and  restored  thy  sin- 
cere worship.  I  stand  alone,  in  the  midst  of  a  wicked  and  idoJa* 
trous  generation,  that  looks  through  all  my  actions,  all  my. events: 
if  now  they  shall  see  me  snatched  away  in  the  midst  of  my  days, 
what  will  these  heathen  say  ?  How  can  thy  great  name  but  sufier, 
in  this  niy  untimely  extinction  i  Besides,  wlwt  will  become  of  thy 
poor  Church,  which  I  shall  leave  feebly  religious,  and  as  yet  scarce 
warm,  in  the  course  of  a  pious  reformation  ?  How  soon  shall  it  he 
'miserablyovergrown,  with  superstition  and  heathenisov!  Howsooo 
shall  the  wild  boar  of  Assyria  root  up  this  little  vineyard  of  thio^ ! 
What  need  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  r^ard  thy  name,  to  regsid 
thine  iidieritance  ?^ 

What  one  tear  of  Hezekiahcan  run  waste  ?  What  can  that  good 
king  pray  for,  unheard,  unanswered?  Sennacherib  came,  in  a 
proud  confidence  to  swallow  up  his  city  and  people ;  prayers  and 
tears  send  him  away  confounded :  Death  comes  to  swallow  up  his 
petaon,  and  that  not  without  autliority  \  prayers  and  tears  send 
him  away  disappointed.  Before  Isaiah  was  gone  out  into  the  mid* 
die  court,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying,  Tui*n  again^ 
and  tell  Hexekiah  the  captain  of  my  people^  Thus  saith  the  Lordt 
th^God  of  David  thy  father,  I  have  heard  thv  prater,  I  have 
seen  thy  tears ;  behold,  I  will  heal  thee ;  m  tike  third  dm  thou 
shdt  go  up  to  the  house  of  ihe  Lordi  aindl  will.addio  %  4A2f^ 
^fifteen  ^ears. 

What  shall  we  sajr  tl»n,  O  God  ?  Hast  thou,  thus  soon  ohaoged 
thy  purpose  ?  Was  it  not  thy  true  iMisagey  which  thy  prophet, 
even  now,  ddiive^ed  to  Hezekkh  \  JU^  soqiowhal  Ujlf»  pttt>  thai 
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iSbon  foresawest  not  ?  Or  dost  thou  notr  decree  scHMwhat  thou 
meanest  not  ?  The  very  thought  of  any  of  these  were  no  bettesr 
than  blasphemous  impiety.  Certainly,  Hesekiah  could  not  live  one 
dav  longer,  than  was  eternally  decreed.  The  decreeof  God^seter- 
fiaT  counsel  had  from  everlasting  determined  him  fifteen  years  yat 
longer:  why  then  doth  God  say,  by  bis  prophet,  TA<m  skalt  dU^ 
and  n^t  live  9  He  is  not  as  ndan,  that  he  should  repent.  The  mes- 
sage is  ehanged,  the  will  is  not  changed :  yea  rather  the  message 
is  explicated,  not  changed ;  for  the  signified  will  of  God,  though 
k  sound  absolutely,  yet  mu&t  be  undepstood  with  condition :  thai: 
tfMB  Hezekiah  what  ne  must  expect,  from  the  nature  of  his  dis^iaef 
what  would  befal  bini>  without  his  deprecations.  There  was  nothing 
but  death  in  the  second  causes,  whatever  secret  purpose  there  was 
in  the  fust ;  and  that  purpose  shall  lie  hid  for  a  time>  under  a  re« 
served  condition.  The  same  decree,  that  says,  Nirmeh  shall  he  de^ 
strojfedy  means,  if  Niniveh  repent,  it  shall  not  be  destroyed.  Ha^ 
that  finds  good  reason  to  say,  *^  Hezekiah  shall  die,**  yet  still 
means,  if  the  quickened  devotion  of  Hezekiah  shall  importune  me 
iiar  life,  it  shall  be  protracted.  And  the  same  Grod^  that  hath  de^ 
cveed  this  addition  of  fifteen  years,  had  dedreed  to  stir  up  the  spi-> 
fit  of  Hezekiah,  to  that  vehement  and  weeping  importunity,  which 
aliouki  obtain  it.  O  God,  thou  wOrkest  thy  good  ple^ure  in  Us, 
and  with  us ;  and,  by  thy  revealed  will,  movest  us  in  those  ways^ 
whereby  thou  effectest  thy  secret  will. 

How  wonderful  is  this  mercy!  Hezekiah's  tears  are  not  dry 
iipon  his  cheeks,  yea  his'  bieath  is  not  passed  his  lips,  vfhen  God 
sends  him  a  comfortable  answer.  How  careful  is  the  God  of  Com-* 

« 

passions,  that  his  holy  servant  sliould  not  languish  one  hour,  in 
the  expectation  of  his  denounced  death !  What  speed  was  here,  as 
in  the  errand,  so  in  the  act  of  recovery !  Within  three  days,  shall 
Hezekiah  be  upon  his  feet ;  yea  his  feet  shall  stand  in  tHe  courts 
ef  God^s  hou^e.  He,  that  now  in  his  bed  sighs  and  groans  and 
weeps  out  a  petition,  shall  then  sing  out  a  thaiiksgivinff  m  thetem** 
pie.  O  tboHj  that  kearest  the  frailer  ^  unto  thee  shaU  M flesh  come^ 
with  whfBJt  cheerful  assurance  should  we  approach  to  the  throne  of 
that  giace,  wluch  never  tailed  any  suppliant ! 

Neither  wa^  this  gcant  more  speedy,  than  bountiful.  We  ai«t 
wont  to  reckon  seven  years  for  the  life  of  a  man  ;  and  now^  behold^ 
more  than  two  lives  hath  God  added  to  the  age  of  Hezekiah.         ^ 

How  unexampled  a  favour  is  this  I  Who  ever,  but  Hezekiah, 
knew  his  period  sp  long  before  f  The  fixedness  of  his  term  is  no 
less  mercy,  than  thq  protraction.  We  must  be  content  to  live  ot 
die;  ut  uncertainties.  We  are  not  worthy  to  calculate  the  date  of 
our  own  tin)Qs ;  Teach  us^  O  Lord,  so  to  number  our  days,  that  we 
r  api^  our  hearts  to  wisdom. 

'here  is  little  joy  in  many  days^  if  they  be  eviL  Hezekifih  shall 
not  be  blessed  only  wjth  life,  but  with  peace.'  The  proud^  Assjrrian 
threatens  an  invasion.  '  His  late  foil  still  sticks  in  his  stomach,  and 
fdrs  him  to  a  revenge.  The  hook  is  in  his  nostrils :  he  cannot  move 
idiither  he  list.   Tbq  Gcid  of  Heaven  wiU  maintain  lus  own  quarrel  $ 
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JufUl  dftnd  thfs  €k^  ^or  fnine  ^le^/i  saie,  ^nd/tr  Miy  ^ervmilhm 
vid*fsake. 

Lo  I  for  his  life  tUz^iA  is  beholden,  iieaU  under  the  infinite 
gcK)diieEi»  of  Qoi,  to  bis  prayers ;  for  bis  protecticMi^  to  the  dear 
KiQcoory  of  bis  fadier  David.  Surely,  lor  ovgbt  we  fijod,  HeM* 
l^icJiiyvvsook^  vprigbt  and  Ic^  pffen^ve,  than  David ;  .^et^  both 
HeaeltAab  and  Jeru^em  shall  fa;^  tbe  hetker  for  DavidVi  aake^ 
«bove  <diree  hundred  y^rs  bfter.  To  that  man  after  hia  own  heart, 
had  <Sod  engaged  himself,  by  bia  graciooa  pro9>iae,  to  present 
hj»  iltf'QQe,  his  seed.  God  loves  to  reioember  bis  ancieot  mercies. 
Hfow  happy  » thiegi^  it,  to  be  f^bful  with  <?od !  This  is  the  sray 
to  oblige  those,  whiph  are  yet  uf^born ;  and  to  entail  bdeaainga  upon 
tiba  sttccdBsions  of  fiiture  generwtions. 

It  seems,  ^t-was  some  pestilent  ijJcer,  that  thixs  enda^^gered  tbe 
life  of  Hesekiab.  Isaiah  is  not  a  prophet  only,  but  » .^yaiciiui* 
^Mi  Isauth  eaidjf  Tate  a  Itfvip  offi^a.  He,  that  gave  an  aasuranca 
of  feeorery ,  givies  a  reocapt  (or  «he  reco\<ery . 

The  decree  of  God  inclvdes  the  means.  Neither  can  the  medt* 
cHie  work,  ifitbent  a  word ;  neither  will  the  word  work,  without 
the  jaedieine :  both  (^them  must  meet  in  the  cure.  K  we  ao  troat 
•the  promise,  that  we  neglect  the  prescript,  we  presume  to  no  pur- 
pose.  Hi^ppy  is  that  soul,  thft  iso  regards  the  pron»iae  of  wd^a 
p«o{diets,es  that  wkthal  ha  reoei^es  tbeir  couoseis. 

Nothing  could  be  more  proper,  for  the  ripening  of  hard  and 
p^uka^  tumors,  than  dry  fip.  Herein,  Isaiah's  direction  was 
according  to  nature.  Wberefora  should  we  balk  the.  cardinary 
road,  where  it  ia  both  fiiir  and  near  ? 

The  auddeu  contradiction  of  the  message  causes  a  just  difficulty 
in  the  assent «  Hesdciah  therefore  craves  a  si^ ;  not  for  that  iia 
distru^ed,  but  that  be  might  trust  the  more.  We  can  never  take 
%s^  £RSt  hold  of  those  promises  of  God,  which  have  not  more  comr 
fort  in  the  application,  than  natural  impo^ibility  in  the  per* 
formaooe.    We  believe.  Lord,  help  our  unbelief. 

The  sick  king  bath  his  option.  His  father  was  offered  a  siOt 
and  lefiused  it ;  be  sues  for  one,  and  obtains  it.  Shall  the  shai00 
go  ftn-ward  ten  degrees^  ar  back  ten  degrees  ?  as  if  heaven  itself 
by  open  to  his  choice.;  and  were  ready,  either  to  mend  his  pace 
pr  nHare,  for  his  confirmation.  What  creature  is  not  cheerfully  for- 
ward, to  obey  the  faith  of  God's  servants  i 

Heisekiah  fastens  rather  up<xi  tliat  sign,  which  is  more  hard, 
moie  disagreeing  from  the  course  of  nature ;  not  without  good 
reaaon.  Every  proof  must  be  clearer,  than  the  thing  to  be  proved ; 
neither  may  there  want  a  meet  proportion  betwixt  both :  now  tlie 

S>iDg  forward  of  the  shadow  was  a  motion,  no  other  tlian  uatursi ; 
e  recovery  of  that  pestilent  disease  was  against  the  stream  of 
nature ;  the-moiie  difficult  sign  therefore,  the  surer  evidence. 

Whether  shall  ^e  more  wonder,  at  the  measure  of  the  love  of 
God  to  Hessekiah,  or  at  the  power  of  Isaiah's  fiiith  in  God  ?  Out  of 
both)  either  the  sun  goes  back  in  heaven,  that  his  shadow  may  go 
hack  on  earth ;  or  tl^.  shadow  no  less  miraculously  goes  back  qd 
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Idfth,  wtiile  the  sun  goes  forward  in  heaven*  It  is  true,  that  the 
prophet  speaks  of  the  shadow,  not  of  the  sun ;  except  perhaps  be-> 
cause  the  motion  of  the  sun  is  best  discerned  by  the  shadow,  and 
the  motion  of  the  shadow  is  led  by  the  course  of  the  sun  :  besides 
diat,  the  demonstration  of  this  nnracle  is  reported  to  be  local  ii^ 
fte  dial  of  Ahaz,  not  universal  in  the  sensible  length  of  the  day : 
widial,  the  retreat  of  the  sun  had  made  a  public  and  noted  chiatogc, 
inthefr^me  of  nature;  this  particular  alteration  of  the  shadow, 
in  places  limited,  might  satisfy  no  less,  without  a  confusiVe  muta- 
ft'oii  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Whethersoever ;  to  draw  the  sutt 
back  together  with  the  shadow,  or  to  draw  the  shadow  back  without 
the  sqn,  was  the  proof  of  a  divine  omnipotence  ;  able  therefore  t6 
^w  back  the  life  of  Hezekiah,  fifteen  degrees,  from  the  night  of 
death,  towards  which  it  was  liasting.  O  God,  thou  wilt  rather 
rfter  the  course  of  heaven  and  eaith,  than  the  faith  of  thy  children 
shall  sink,  for  want  of  supportation. 

It  should  seem,  the  Babylonians,  finding  the  Assyrians*  power 
abated  by  the  revengeful  hand  of  God's  angel  and  their  own  dis- 
cond ,  took  this  advantac-e  of  a  revolt ;  and  now,  to  strengthen  their 
part,  fall  in  with  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  whom  they  found  the 
pld  enemy  to  the  Assyrians,  and  the  great  favourite  of  heaVen. 
Him  they  woo  with  gifts ;  him  they  congratulate  with  ambassages. 
The  feme  of  Hezekiah's  sickness,  recovery,  form  and  assurance 
rf  cure,  has  drawn  thither  messengers  and  presents,  from  Mero- 
^h  Baladan,  king  of  Babylon. 

The  Chaldees  were  curious  searphers  into  the  secrets  of  nature ; 
especially  into  the  motions  of  the  celestial  bodies..  Though  tliere 
wi  been  no  politic-  relations,  this  very  astronomical  miracle  baa 
l>^n  enough  to  fetch  them  to  Jerusaletiflr;  that  they  might  see  the 
nian,  for  whose  sake  the  sun  forsook  his  place,  or  the  shadow  fojr- 
sook  the  sun, 

How  easily  have  we  seen  those  holy  men  miscarried  by  prospe* 
rity,  against  whom  no  miseries  could  prevail  ?  He,  that  stood  out 
stoudy  against  all  the  Assyrian  onsets,  cHnging  the  faster  to  his 
God,  by  how  much  he  was  harder  assaulted  by  Sennacherib,  melteth 
now  with  these  Babylonian  fovours,  and  runs  abroad  into  offensive 
weaknesses. 

The  Babylonian  ambassadors  are  too  welcome  to  Hezekiah. 
As  a  man  transported  with  the  honour  of  their  respective  and 
costly  visitations,  he  forgets  his  tears,  and  his  turning  to  the  wall ; 
^  forgets  their  incompatible  idolatry ;  so  hugging  them  in  hi^ 
bosom,  as  if  there  haa  been  no  cause  of  strangeness.  All  hi^ 
^oors  flie  open  to  them ;  and,  iu  a  vainglorious  ostentation,  all  bi^ 
nevr-gathered  treasures,  all  his  strong  armories  entertain  their  eyes: 
nothing  in  his  house,  nothing  in  his  dominion  is  hid  from  them. 

0  Hezekiah,  what  means  this  impotent  ambition  i  It  is  not 
iong,  since  thou  tarcdst  off  the  very  plates  of  the  temple-doots^  to 
give  unto  Sennacherib  ;  and  can  thy  treasures  be  sudaenly  so  mul- 
tiplied, tliat  they  can  be  worthv  to  astonish  foreign  beholders  ?  or, 
if  ^hy  storehouse  were  as  ricti  as  the  earth,  can  thy  heart  be  so 
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vain,  as  to  be  lifted  up  with  these  heavy  metals  ?  Didat  thou  not^ 
see  that  heaven  itself  was  at  thy  beck,  whilst  thou  wert  humbled  i 
and  shall  a  little  earthly  dross  have  power  over  thy  soul  ?  Can  the 
fiatterine  applause  oi  strangers  let  thee  loose  into  a  proud  joy ^ 
whom  the  late  message  of  God's  prophet  resolved  into  tears  ?  O 
God,  if  thou  do  not  &eep  us,  as  well  in  our  sunshine,  as  in  our 
storm,  we  are  sure  to  pensh.  As  ^^  in  all  time  of  our  tribulation,'* 
so  '^  in  all  time  of  pur  wealth,  good  Lord,  deliver  us/* 

Alas,  how  slight  doth  this  weakness  seem  in  our  e^es^  to  rcpoice 
in  the  abundance  of  God's  blessings !  to  call  in  forei^  friends,  to 
be  witnesses,  of  our  plenty  !  to  raise  our  conceits,  some  little,  upon 
the  acclamations  of  others,  upon  the  value  of  our  own  abilities  ! 

Lay  thy  hand  upon  thy  mouth,  O  foolish  flesh  and  bloody  when 
thou  seest  the  censure  of  thy  Maker. 

Isaiah,  the  prophet,  is  sent  speedily  to  Hezekiab,  with  a  sharp 
and  heart-breaKing  message ;  Behold^  the  days  come,  that  all  that 
4s  in  thine  house j  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up  in  statue 
unto  this  day^  shall  be  carried  into  Mahylon :  nothing  shall  be  Uftp 
saith  the  Lord^  And  of  thy  sons  that  shall  issue  frojn  thee,  which 
thou  shalt  beget  J  shall  they  take  away ;  and  they  shall  be  eunuchs 
in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Baby  ton. 

No  sin  can  be  light  in  Hezekian.  The  holiness  of  the  person 
adds  to  the  unholiness  of  the  act.  Eminency  of  profession  doubies 
both  the  offence  and  the  judgment.  This  glory  shall  end  in  an  ig- 
nominious loss.  The  great  and  holy  God  will  not  digest  pride  m 
any*  much  less  in  his  own. 

That,  which  was  the  subject  of  Hezekiah^s  sin,  shall  be  the 
matter  of  his  punishment :  those,  with  whom  he  sinned,  shall  be 
his  avengers.  It  was  his  treasure  and  munition,  wherein  he  prides 
himself  to  these  men  of  Babylon ;  the  men  of  Babylon  sliall  carry 
away  his  treasure  and  munition.  What  now  doth  Hezekiah,  but 
tempt  them  with  a  glorious  booty ;  as  some  fond  traveller,  that 
would  shew  his  gold  to  a  thief? 

These  worldly  things  are  furthest  off  from  the  heart.  Perhaps, 
Hezekiah  might  not  be  much  troubled  with  their  loss.  Lo,  God 
comes  closer  to  him,  yet. 

As  yet,  was  Hezekiah  childless.  How  much  better  had  it  been 
to  continue  so  still,  than  to  be  pla^ied  in  his  issue !  He  shall 
now  beget  children  to  servitude :  nis  loins  shall  yield  pages  to  the 
court  of  Babylon :  while  he  sees  tlicm  bom  princes,  he  shall 
foresee  them  made  eunuchs  in  a  foreign  palace.  What  comfort 
can  he  take,  in  the  wishes  and  hopes  of  sons,  when,  ere  they  be 
'  born,  he  hears  them  destined  to  captivity  and  bondage  ? 

This  rod  was  smart,  yet  good  Hezekiah  kisses  it.  His  heart 
struck  him  no  less,  than  the  mouth  of  the  prophet ;  meekly  there- 
fore doth  he  yield  to  this  divine  correction ;  **  Good  is  the  word  of 
the  Lord^  which  thou  hast  spoken.  Thou  hast  spoken  this  word ; 
but  from  tlie  Lord.  It  is  not  thine,  but  his ;  and  oeing  his,  it  must 
needs  be,  like  himself,  good  :  good,  because  it  is  just,  for  I  have 
deserved  more  and  worse ;  good,  because  merciful,  for  I  suffer  not 
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aeoordtog  to  my  desMs.  Is  it  rwt  geod^  if  there  ie  peace  jarSd 
truth  in  my  days  ?  I  have  deserved  a  present  payment ;  O  God, 
tfaoa  deferrest  it :  I  have  deserved  it  in  person;  uiou  reservest  it  for 
those,  whom  I  cannot  yet  so  feel,  because  they  are  not :  I  have  de-> 
KTved  war  and  tumult ;  thou  lavourest  roe  with  peace :  I  have  de- 
sored  to  be  overrun  with  superstition  and  idolatry ;  thou  biessest 
me  with  truth:  shouldst  thou  continue  truth  unto  me,  though 
upon  the  mpst  unquiet  terms,  the  blessiog  were  too  good  for  me } 
bat  now  thou  hast  promised,  and  wilt  not  reverse  it,  that  bota 
truth  and  peace  shall  be  in  my  days :  Lord,  I  adore,  thy  justice,  I 
Uos  thy  mercy." 

God's  children  are  neither  waspish  nor  sullen,  when  they  ara 
dud  or  beaten ;  but  patiently  hold  their  backs,  to  the  stripes  of  a 
(Uspleascd  mercy ',  knowing  how  much  more  God  is  to  be  ms^^ 
nified,  for  what  he  might  have  done,  than  repined  at,  for  what  he 
btth  done  ;  resigning  themselves  over  into  the  hand  of  that  gra* 
cious  justice,  which  in  their  smart  seeks  their  reformation  and 
glory.  2  Kings  xx.  2  Chran,  xxxii.  Isa.  xxxviii. 
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At  hst,  some  three  years  after  his  recovery,  Hezekiah  hath  a  sonv 
bvt  such  a  one,  as,  if  he  could  have  foreseen,  orbity  had  been  a 
Messing. 

Still,  in  the  thrpne  of  Judah,  there  is  a  succession  and  inter** 
change  of  good  and  evil.  Good  Jotham  is  succeeded  by  wicked 
Abaz ;  wicled  Ahaz  is  succeeded  by  good  Hezekiah ;  good  Heze«> 
kiah  is  succ^ded  by  wicked  Manasseh.  Evil  princes  succeed  to 
|ood,  for  the  exercise  of  the  Church ;  and  good  succeed  to  evil^ 
for  the  coaifort  of  the  Church. 

The  young  years  of  Manasseh  give  advantage  to  his  miscarriage  r 
even  while  1^  might  have  been  under  the  ferule,  he  swayed  the 
K^tre.  Whither  may  not  a  child  be  drawn ;  especially  to  a  garish 
^  puppet-like  superstition  ?  As  infancy  is  capable  of  i3l  im« 
pressions,  so  most  ot  the  worst. 

Neither  did  Manasseh  begin  more  early,  than  he  held  out  long. 
He  reigned  more  years,  than  his  good  father  lived,  notwithstanding 
^  miraculous  addition  to  his  age  ;  more  than  ever  any  king  of 
''udah,  besides,  could  reach.  Length  of  days  is  no  true  rule  of 
^'s  favour.  As  plants  last  longer  than  sensitive  creatures,  and 
Wute  creatures  outlive  the  reasonaole;  so,  amongst  the  reasonable, 
It  is  no  news,  for  the  wickedly  great  to  inherit  these  earthly  glories, 
longer  than  the  best. 

There  wants  not  apparent  reason  for  this  difference.  Good  princes 
^  fetched  away  to  a  better  crown  ;  they  cannot  be  losers,  that 
exchange  a  weak  and  fading  honour,  for  a  perfection  and  eterni^ 
of  blessedness :  wicked  men  live  long  to  their  own  disadvantage ; 
^i^y  do  but  carry  so  many  more  brands  to  their  hell.  *  If,  therefore, 
there  be  a  just  man  that  perisheth  in  his  righteousness,^  and  there 


ht  ft  fricioed  inan  that  prolongs  hii>  life  in  his  wickedness ,  far  be  ft' 
firom  us,  either  t©  pitjr  the  removal  of  the  just,  or  to  envy  the 
ooounnance  of  the  wioked ;  thi^  continues  to  lis  loss  ;  that  de- 
parts to  a  happy  ^vancement,  ,   > 

It  i^  rery  Uloe,  that  Heaekiah,  marrying  ^  late,  rn  the  vigour 
both  of  his  age  and  boKnem,  made  a  careful  choice  of  a  wife  suitable 
to  bis  own  piety.  Neither  had  his  <ie!ight  been  so  imich  in  her 
(according  to  her  name),  if  her  delight  had  not  been,  as  his,  in 
God*  ITieir  issue  swerves  from  both ;  bo  fully  inheriting  the  vicet 
of  Ua  grandfather  Ahaz,  as  if  there  had  been  im)  intervention  of  a 
Hezekiah.  Soi  we  have  s^en  the  kernel  of  a  well-fruited  plant  de- 
l^anerate  into  that  crab  or  willoiv,  which  ga\'e  the  original  to  his 
8toek«  Yet  can  I  not  say,  that  Hezekiah  was  as  free  ftt>m  traducing 
^^iD  his  8on  Manasseh,  a$  Ahaz  was  free  from  traducing  good  to 
bis  son  Hezekiah.  Evil  is  incorporated  in  the  best  nature,  whereas 
even  the  least  good  'descends  from  above. 

We  may  not  measure  grace  by  means.  Was  it  possible,  that 
Mana^seii,  having  been  trained  up  in  the  religious  court  of  his  father 
Hezekiah,  under  the  eye  of  so  holy  prophets  and  priests,  wnderthe 
shadow  of  the  temple  of  Cod;  alter  a  childhood  seasoned  with  sp 
gracious  precepts,  with  so  freqiient  ei^ercise  of  devotion,  should 
run  thus  wild  into  all  heathenish  abominations ;  as  if  there  had  been 
sotbiiig  but  idolatry  iii  the  seed  pf  his  conception,  ia  the  milk  of 
his  nonniibnient,  in  the  rules  of  his  institution,  in  the  practice  of 
his  examples  ?  How  vain  are  all  outward  helps,  without  the  influ-^ 
CQce  of  God's  Spirit !  and  that  Spirit  breatnes,  where  he  listeth. 
Good  education  raiseth  cn'eat  hopes,  biit  the  proof  of  them  is  in 
the  divme  benediction. 

I  fear  to  look  at  the  outrages  of  this  wicked  son  of  Hezekiah. 
»What  baroc  doth  he  make  in  the  Church  of  God !  as  if  he  ha() 
been  bom  to  ruin  religion  :  as  if  hLs  only  felicity  had  been  to  un- 
twist or  tear  in  one  day,  that  holy  web,  which  his  father  had  been 
weaving  nine-and-twerity  years;  and,  contrarily,  to  set  up  in  one 
hour  that  oflfenrix-e  pile,  which  had  been  above  three  hundred  years 
in  pulling  down  :  so  long  had  tlie  high  places  stood.  The  zeal  of 
Hezekiah,  in  demolishing  them,  honoured  him  above  all  his  pre- 
decessors ;  and  now,  the  first  act  of  this  green  head  was  their  re- 
edifying.  That  mischief  may  be  done  in  a  day,  which  many  ages 
cannot  redress. 

Fearful  ^t-ere  the  presages  of  these  bold  beginnings.  From  the 
aiiabuilding  of  these  chapels  of  the  hills  to  the  true  God,  Manasseb 
proceeds  to  erecting  of  altars  to  a  false,  even  to  Baal,  the  god  of 
/  Ahab^  the  stale  idol  of  the  heathen.  Yet  further ;  not  content 
with  so  few  deities,  he  worships  all  the  host  of  heaven ;  and,  that 
he  might  despite  God  yet  more,  he  sets  up  altars  to  these  abused 
rivals  of  their  Maker,  in  the  very  house  of  the  Lord.  That  holy 
place  doth  he  not  fear  to  defile,  with  the  graven  image  of  the 
grove,  thaf  he  had  made.  Never  Amorite  did  so  wicKcdly,  as 
Manasseh ;  and,  which  was  yet  worse,  it  sufficed  not  to  be  thus 
wicked  himself,  but  he  seduced  God's  people  to  thesf  abomina- 


lions ;  and,  that  bis  example  mighit  mo^etlie  more,  lie  spares  net 
kis  own  son  Iran  tbe  fire  of  ih&  idol-sacrtfioe.  Neither  were  hii 
witcheries  less  enoraaoos,  thaa  his  idolany :  he  observed  times ;  ha 
nndeDehantaieots;  he  deak  with  familiar  spirits,  and  with  wizards. 
Neither  were  either  of  these  woiBe,  tiiaa  his  crueky :  he  shed  tmio» 
sent  blood,  till  be  bad  fiUed  Jeni^alevi,  from  one  end  to  another. 

O  Manasseh,  how  no  less  cruel  wert  tfaoo  to  thine  own  aoul,  than 
to  tky  Judith !  What  a  hideous  list  of  monstrous  impiety  is  here : 
•Of  oae  of  winch  were  enough  to  draw  jttdgment  upon  «  worldi 
to  vhat  hell  is  sufficient  for  ail  together  ? 

Whal  brows  are  not  now  lifted  up,  to^an  attentive  expectation  of 

some  present  and  fearful  reogeance  from  God,  «pon  such  flagiti* 

oos  wickedness?  TAerefinre  thus  saiih  the  Lard,  Bekdldy  I  am 

bringing  such  ceil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Judah^   that  whosoevei^ 

heareih^if^j  ioth  bis  ears  shall  tingle.    The  person  of  Manassell 

is  not  capable  of  neveaffe  eaouffh :  as  his  sin  ailated  itseJf ,  hy  sm. 

iofectiotts  diAision  to  his  peo^,  so  shall  the  pafibhment.     We 

•le  flessibie  of  the  least  touch  of  our  own  miseries ;  how  rarely  are. 

ve  affected  with  other  men^s  calamities !  yot  this  evil  gfaall  be  such, 

as  that  the  ruosoiir  of  k  shall  beat  no  «ar,  that  sheli  not  glow  with 

sa  astonisbing  commiseration.     What  then,  O  God,  what  shrfl 

tbu  plague  be,  which  thou  tfareatenest  with  so  much  pneface  dT 

hooror  i    J  will  sttrtch  aver  Jerusalem  the  line  ef  Samarta^  and  Me 

fhmmet  ef  the  house  of  Jjiah ;  and  I  wilt  tmpe  Jerusodem  te  « 

flMit  wipetk  a  dish^  wiping  it,  and  turning  it  upside  down  :  and  I 

WSl  forsake  the  remnant  of  mine  inheritance j  and  I  will  ddioer 

them  into  the  hand  ef  their  enemies ;  and  they  shall  became  a  preg 

twf  a  sfoil  vnio  all  their  enemies. 

It  is  enough,  O  God,  it  is  enough*  What  ear  can  but  Single, 
ffhBi  eye  can  but  weep,  what  hair  can  but  start  trp,  what  heart 
can  be  but  confounded,  at  the  memion  of  so  dreadrul  a  revenge  f 
€au  there  be  a  worse  judgment  than  desolation,  captivity,  deser** 
tioDy  spoil,  and  torture  of  prevailing  enemies  i  But  nowever, 
otiier  cities  and  nations  have  undergone  these  disaaters,  without 
wonder ;  that  ail  this  should  befied  to  thy  Jemsalem,  the  place  which 
thou  hast  chosen  to  thyself  out  of  the  whole  earth,  the  tot  of  thine 
inheritance,  the  seat  oif  thine  abode,  whereof  thou  hast  said,  Heri 
thall  be  mfi/  rest  for  ever,  it  is  able  to  amaze  all  eyes,  all  ears. 

No  city  could  &re  worse  than  Samaria ;  whose  inhabitants,  after 
^  woeful  siege,  were  driven,  like  cattle,  into  a  wretched  servitude, 
'^usaiem  slmli  fare  no  better,  from  Nebuchadneznur,  the  king  of 
^bylon ;  Jerusalem,  the  glory  of  the  earth,  the  darling  of  heav«n. 
^>  O  ye  vain  men,  that  boast  of  the  privilege  of  chairs  and 
tihurches,  see,  and  tremble.  There  is  no  place  under  heaven,  to 
^hich  tlie  presence  of  God  is  so  wedded,  as  that  the  sins  thei^of 
^^  not  procure  a  disdainful  and  final  divorce.  The  height  of 
^i^naer  favours  shall  be  but  an  aggravation  of  vengeance. 

This  total  vastation  of  Jerusalem  shall  take  time.  Onwaidi^ 
^od  begins  with  the  peraon  of  wicked  Manasseh ;  against  whom, 
wAirsupthe  captains  of  the  host  of  tfaa  late  firiend  ami  old  enemy 
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0i  Judafr.  TRose  tTtorns,  amongst  which  he  had  ahroudcsd  hf$ 
Cttiky  heady  cannot  shelter  him  irom  their  violence.  They  takd 
mmf  and  bind  hins  with  fetteri  of  iron,  and  carry  him  to  Babylon, 
There  be  lies,  loaded  with  chains,  in  an  ui^comfortabie  dungeon, 
exercised  with  vju-iety  of  tortures,  fed  with  such  coarse  pittancea 
«f  hread  and  sips  of  water,  as  ipight  maintain  an  unwilling  life  to 
tiie  punishmeot  of  the  owner. 

What  eye  can  now  pity  the  deepe^  miseries  of  Manasseh  f 
Wbat^  biit  Ijondage,  can  befit  him,  that  hath  so  lawlesd^r  abu8e4 
Ms  liberty  ^  What,  but  an  utter  abdication,  can  befit  bim,  that 
liath  cast  oft  his  God,  and  doated  upon  devils  ?  What,  but  a  dying 
life  and  a  tormenting  death,  can-be  fit  for  a  man  of  blood  ?  ^ '  ^ 

Whp,  nowy  would  not  have  given  this  man  for  lost ;  and  hare' 
looked,  whenheU  should  claim  her  own  ?  3ut  oh  the  height,  oh 
the  depth,  of  divine  mercy !  After  all  these  prodigies  of  sin.  Ma* 
iwsseh  is  a  convert;  fVnen  he^as  in  affiictiony  he  be^m^ht  the 
Jjord  his  God,  and  humbled  hi ffiself  greatlt/  before  the  God  of  hit 
/others.  How  true  is  that  wotd  irf  tW  prophet,  Vexatipn  groe^ 
.mdef'standing  /  The  viper,  when  he  is  lashed,  casts  up  hb  poison. 
The  traitor^  vl^en  he  is  racked,  tells  ikhat  truth,  which  he  had  else 
never  uttered.  K-  the  cross  bear  us  not  to  l^eaven,  nothip^  can. 
What  use  vere  there  of  the  erain,  but  for  the  edge  of  tlje  sickle^ 
wherewith  it  ia  cat  down  ;  die  stroke  of  the  Hail^  wherewith  it  is 
beaten;  the  weight  and  attrition  of  the  mill,'wl)ereyiritl)  jt  i^ 
emshed ;  the  fire  of  the  oven,  wherewith  it  is  baken  ?     ' 

Shy  now,  Manasseh,  with  that  grandfather  of  thin§,  who  wa$,  tiK 
pow,  too  good  for  thee,  li  was  good  for  me^  thai  I  was  ajfiictedl 
Kven  thine  iron  was  more  precious  to  thee,  than  thy  eold :  thy 
gaol  i|ra&  a  more  happy 'lodging  to  thee,  than  thy  paXaice:  Ba. 
bylpn  1nras  a  better  school  tq  thee,  than  Jerusalem .  vVnat  fools  art 
we,  to  frown  upon  our  afBictions !  These,  how  crabbed  soever^ 
are  cyiir  best  friends.  They  are  not,  indeed,  for  our  pleasure ;  the/ 
are  for  our  profit :  their  issue  makes  them  worthy  of  a  welcome. 
What  do  we  care,  how  bitter  that  potion  be,  which  brings  health  ? 

How  far  a  man  may  go,  and  yet  turn !  Could  there  be  fouler 
sfais  than  these?  Lo,1iere  was  idolatry  in  the  height,  violation  of 
Xipd^s  house,  sorceries  of  all  kinds,  bloody  cruelty  to  bis  own  flesh, 
to  the  (laintsof  God  ;  and  all  these  against  the  stream  of  a  religious 
institution,  of  the  z^<>us  couhseb  of  God's  prophets,  of  the  checks 
ef  bis pwn  heart!  '  *     • 

Who  can  complain,  that  the  way  of  heaven  i^  blocked  up  against 
.  bim,  when  he  sees  such  a  sinner  enter  ?  Say  the  iforst  against  thy- 
self, C)  thou  clamorous  soul :  here  is  one,  tHat  murdered  men,  de- 
fied God,  worshipped  devils ;  and  yet  finds  the  way  to  repentance. 
If  thou  be  worse  than  he,  deny,  if  thou  canst,  that  to  thyself,  which 
God  hath  not  denied  to  thee,  capacity  of  grace :  in  the  mean  time, 
know  that  it  is  not  thy  sin,  but  thine  impenitence,  that  bars  heaven 
against  thee. 

Presume  not  yet,  O  roan,  whosoever  thou  art,  of  the  liberty  w 
tliy  conversion ;  as  if  the  ucouldest  run  on  lawlessly  in  a  course  « 
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•uuiihgy  till  thoii  come  to  the  brim  of  bell ;  and  then  coiilikt  sai* 
ieaij  stop>  and  return  at  leisure.  The  mercy  of  God  never  sei 
period  to  a  wilful  sinner :  neither  yet  did  his  own  corrupt  desiret; 
to  as,  when  he  is  gone  the  furthe:»t»  he  could  yet  stavhimseif  frDJu 
auother  step.  No  man,  that  truly  repents,  is  refus&l ;  but  maay  a 
sue  sins  so  long,  that  he  cannot  repent.  His  custom  of  wickedness 
hsth  obdured  his  heart,  and  made  it  flint  to  aU  good  impreasions. 
There  were  Jeroboams,  and  Abijams,  and  Ahmbs,  and  Joasbes^mnd 
Ahazes,  in  these  sacred  thrones ;  there  was  but  cue  Manasicii. 
Ckxl  hath  not  left  in  any  man's  hand  tlie  reins  of  lus  own  heart,  to 
pace,  and  turn,  and  stop  as  he  lists.  This  privilege  is  reserred  to 
turn  that  made  it.  '//  i>  fwi  of  him  that  wills ^  nor  ofhimiAalnms^ 
tut  ofG^d  that  sheweth  iner€\f ;  and  that  mercy  neglected,  juiftly 
binds  over  to  judgment. 

I  wonder  not  at  Manasseh,  either  sinning  or  repenting :  T  wondev 
at  thy  eoodness,  O  Lord,  who,  alter  thy  just  permission  of  hissin^ 
cailest  liun  thus  graciously  to  repent ;  and  so  receivest  liiia  re- 
penting :  so  as  Manasseh  was  not  a  more  loathsome  and  imm^ 
itrous  spectacle  of  wickedness,  than  he  is  now  a  pleasing  and  use- 
ful  pattern  of  con  version*  Who  can  now  despair  of  thy  mercy,  O 
God,  that  sees  the  tears  of  a  ]VIanas3eh  accepted  ?  When  we  haiie 
itebauched  our  worst,  our  evil  cannot  match  with  thy  gooduess. 
Hather  it  is  the  praise  of  thy  infinite  store,  that  where  sin  abounds,' 
pace  abounds  much  more*  O  keep  us  from  a  presumption  of 
giace,  that  we  may  repent ;  and  raise  us  from  a  distrust  of  grace, 
vben  we  have  repented. 

No  sooner  is  Manasseh  penitent,  than  he  is  free.  His  fnyesa 
Va^e,  at  once,  loosed  lum  .trom  his  sins,  and  from  his  chains;  and 
<^a  captive  have  made  him  a  king ;  and  from  the  dui^eon  of  fia« 
byloo  have  restored  him  to  the  palace  of  Jerusalem.  How  easy  as 
>t  for  the  same  hand  that  womids,  to  cure !  What  cannot  fervent 
pntvers  do  ;  cither  for  our  rescuing  from  evil,  or  for  our  iavesiii^ 
with  good!  . 

T&n  Manasseh  knew  that  the  Lord  he  was  God,  Then  ^  and 
Hot  before  ?  Could  bis  younger  years  escape  die  knowledge  of 
God^s  miraculous  deliverance  of  Jerusalem  trom  the  .Assyrians? 
(^uld  he  but  know  the  slaughter,  that  God's  ai>gel  made  in  one 
^ht,  of  a  hundred '  fourscore  and  five  thousand?  Couki  he  but 
we  beard  the  just  revenge  upon  Sennacherib  ?  Could  he  be  igwKr 
nat  of  lus  father's  supernatural  recovery  ?  Could  he  but  see  ttiait 
tverlastiog  nionument  of  the  noted  degrees  in  Uie  dial  of  Abac  i 
Could  tie  avoid  the  sense  of  those  fifteen  years,  wliich  wercsuper** 
^^^  to  his  father's  age  ?  Wliat  one  of  these  proofs  doth  not 
evince  a  Deity  ?  Yet,  till  his  own  smart  and  cure,  Maneisseh  J^aeur 
^  tliat  the  Lord  was  God. 

fooUsii  sinners  pay  dear  for  llteir  knowledge;  neithor  wiU  ^b^ 
oure  to  be  taught  good-cheap :  so  wc  have  s^en  resty  liors^  that 
^iU  Dot  move,  till  tncy  bleed  with  the  spur:  so  we  have  seen  dull 
tod  ci^less  children,  that  will  learn  noticing,  but  what  is  put  ilifen 
«ftn>  wvdi  the  rod.  - 
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The  Almighty  will  bedsore  to  be  known  for  what  lie  is  J  if  not 
by  £air  means,  yet  by  foul*  If  our  prosperity,  and  peace,  and 
$weet  experience  of  bis  mercy  can  win  us  to  acKnowleage  bim,  it 
is  more  for  our  ease ;  but,  if  we  will  needs  be  taught  by  stripes,  it 
is  no  less  for  his  glory. 

Manasseh  now  returns  another  man  to  Jerusalem.  'With  what 
indignation  doth  he  look  upon  his  old  follies !  And  now,  all  the 
amends  he  can  make  is,  to  undo  what  he  did ;  to  do  that,  which 
he  undid :  He  took  away  the  strange  godsj  and  the  idol  9Ui  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord;  and  all  the  altars  that  he  had  built  in  the- 
mount  of  the  house  of  the  Lord^  and  in  Jerusalem ;  and  cast  them 
out  of  the  city.  -True  repentance  begins  to  decline  at  the  ablative ; 
destroying  those  monuments  of  shame,  which  former  error  had 
reared.  The  thorns  must  first  be  stubbed  iip,  ere  the  ground  can 
|>e  capable  of  seed.  The  true  method  of  grace  is,  first,  Cease  to  do 
evil ;  then,  Learn  to  do  good. 

In  vain  had  Manasseh  professed  a  repentance,  if  the  strange 
aods  had  still  held  possession  of  Jerusalem ;  if  the  idol  had  still 
harboured  in  God^s  temple ;  if  foreign  altars  had  still  smoked  upon 
the  holy  mountain.  Away  with  all  ms  trasli,  when  once  Manasseh 
comes  to  a  true  sense  of  piety. 

.  There  is  nothing  but  hypocrisy  in  that  penitent,  who,  after  all 
TOWS  and  tears,  retains  his  old  abominations.  It  is  that  poor  piece 
of  satisfaction  which  we  can  give  to  the  divine  justice,  in  a  hearty 
indignation  to  fling  down  that  cup  of  wickedness,  wherewith  we 
have  been  bewitched,  and  to  trample  upon  the  shearda ;  without 
which,  confession  is  but  wind,  and  the  drops  of  contrition,  water. 

The  living  God  loves  to  dwell  clean.  He  will  not  come  under 
the  roof  of  idok,  nor  admit  idols  to  come  under  his.  First  ther^ 
foie,  Manasseh  casts  out  the  strange  gods,  and  idols,  and  ^ars ; 
and  then  He  repairs  the  altar  of  the  Lord^  and  sacrifices  thereon 
peace^J^srmgs  and  thank^fferings.  Not,  till  he  had  pulled  down, 
might  ne  build;  and  when  he  had  pulled  down,  he  must  build. 
True  repentance  is  no  less  active  of  good.  What  is  it  the  better, 
if,  when  the  idolatrous  altars  are  defaced,  the  true  God  hath  not 
an  altar  erected  to  his  name  ?  In  many  altars  was  superstition ;  in 
no  altars,  atheion. 

Neither  doth  penitent  Manasseh  build  God  a  new  altar,  but  be 
Impairs  the  old ;  which,  by  long  disuse,  lay  waste,  and  was  mossy 
md  mouldered  with  age  and  neglect.  God  hyves  well  his  own  in* 
stitutions :  neither  can  he  abide  mnovations,  so  much  as  in  the 
outsides  of  his  services.  It  is  a  happy  work,  to  vindicate  any  ordi- 
nance of  God  frcDl  the  injuries  of  times,  and  to  restore  it  to  the  oiU' 
ginal  g^ory* 

What  have  our  pious  governors  done  other  in  religion  ?  Ha4 
we  g<Hie  about  to  lay  a  new  foundation,  the  work  had  been  ac«- 
cuTKd :  now,  we  have  only  scraped  off  sonie  superfluous  moss, 
that  was  grown  upon  these  holy  stones ;  we  have  cemented  some 
broken  pieces ;  we  have  pointed  some  crazy  eomers>  with  whole« 
some  mortar,^  instead  of  base  clay,  wherewith  it  was  disgiaoefoB]^ 
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|ikhed'  iip.  Thft  altar  is  dd ;  it  is  G<kl*s  altar :  It  is  hot  new ; 
M  ouxs^  if  we  have  laid  one  new  stone  in  this  sacfed  buildings 
kt  it  fly  in  our  iaces,  aiKl  beat  out  our  eyes. 

On  this  repaired  ^Itar,  doth  Manassen  send  np  the  sacrifices  of 
Lb  peace,  of  hia  thankfulness ;  and,  doubtlesa,  the  God  of  Heaven 
siadk  a  sweet  savour  of  rest«  No  perfume  is  so  pleasing  to  God, 
as  that  which  is  cast  in  by  a  penitent  hand. 

It  had  not  served  the  tuni,  that  Manasseh  bad  approached  alone 
to  this  renewed  altar.  As  his  lewd  example  had  withdrawn  tlie 
people  frofxi  tliek  God ;  so  now  he  ccmmands  Judah  t&  serve  the 
Lord  God  ef  IsraeL  Had  he  been  silent,  be  could  not  have  been 
uofoUowed :  every  act  of  greatness  is  preceptive ;  but  now  that 
religioD  is  made  law,  what  Israelite  wiQ  not  be  devout  ? 

The  true  God  bath  now  no  competitor  in  Judah.  AH  the  idok 
are  puUed  down  ;  the  high  places  will  not  be  puUed  down*  An  ill 
»iise  is  easily  taken  up ;  it  is  not  so  easily  left.  After  a  connmon 
depravation  of  religion,  it  is  bard  to  return  unto  the  first  purity: 
as  when  a  garment  is  deeply  soiled,  it  cannot  without  many  lavers 
lucovtyr  the  former  cleanness.        2  King's  txk  S  Chron,  xxtUL 
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Vex,  if  wc  must  alter  from  otirselves,  it  is  better  to  be  a  Manasseh, 
dtta  a  Joasfa.  Joash.began  wcJII,  and  ended  iU  ;  Manasseh  began  ill^ 
and  Qnde4  weQ^  His  age  varied  from  his  youth,  no  less  than  one 
laan's  condition  can  vary  from  anotlier's.  His  posterity  succeeded 
lA  both.  Amon,  his  son,  succeeded  in  the  sins  of  Manassefa^^ 
youth ;  Josiah,  his  grandchikl,  succeeded  in  the  virtues  of  his  age. 

Wkala  vast  dMereiKe  doth  grace  make  in  the  sffiEne  agef  Ma« 
oasseh  be^n  his  reign  at  twelve  years ;  Josiah,  at  eight:  Manasseh 
«'as  rehgjiously  bsed  under  Uezekiah ;  Joash  was  nris-ntirttfred 
under  Amon:  and  yet,  Manasseh  runs  into  absurd  idolatries; 
Jtsiah  is  hoJy  and  devout.  The  Spirit  of  God  breathed  freely; 
Aot  confining  itsdf  t9  times  or  means. 

No  rules  can  bind  the  liands  of  the  Ahiiighty.   It  is,  in  ordinary 

Eroof,  too  true  a  wsocd,  that  was  said  of  old.  Woe  be  to  ihee^  i) 
nd^  whose  king  is, a.  ekitdl  The  goodness  of  God  irrtilLes  h» 
owQ  ^ceptioQs.,  Jodah  never  .foted  better,  than  in  the  green  years* 
^^  Josiah :  if  we  muy  not.  rather  measure  vouth  and  age,  by  go^ 
^craaient  aoddi^Mttition,  than  by  years.  Purely  thns,  Josiah  wa$ 
pUtar  with.smdoth.  cheeks,  than  M^iasseh  with  grey  hafrs.  Happy 
^  ^  infancy' of  princes,  wiien  it  &U$  into  tbe  hands  of  faitnful 

^  good  fiattem'.is  no  smalL  help  for  young  beginner^r.  'JonaE 
^^hisfatber  JDavidilyeCDnne  him;  not  Amon;  not  Manassefi.  Eic^ 
?o^ples  are  the  beat,  tpuksfortbe  inexperienced!  where  tJheif  choice 
?  good,  the  divectiona  ani  easiest.  The  laws  of  God  are  tHe  wars 
®f  Ofevid.  Thooe  laws  waae  the  rote  ;  diese  ways  were  the*  pfec- 
ttce.  Qood  Josiah  walk&iA  aU.  the- ways  oftiis  fiither  David.     '*    4 
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.  Even  the  minority  of  Jodiah  was  not  idle :  we  cannot  be  good 
tck)  early.  At  eight  years^  it  was  enough,  to  have  his  ear  open  to 
hear  good  counsel,  to  have  his  eyes  and  heart  open  to  seek  after 
God :  at  twelve,  he  begins  to  act,  and  shews  well  that  he  hath 
found  the  God  he  sought.  Then  he  addresses  himself  to  purge 
Judab  and  Jerusalem,  from  the  high  places,  groves,  images,  altars, 
wherewith  it  was  defiled;  burning  the  bones  of  the  idolatrous 
priests  upon  their  altars ;  strewing  the  ashes  of  the  idob  upon  the 
graves  ot  them  that  had  sacrifioed  tb  them ;  striving,  by  those  fires 
and  mattocks,  to  testify  his  zealous  detestation  of  aU  idolatry. 

The  house  must  first  be  cleansed,  ere  it  can  be  garnished.  No 
man  will  cast  away  his  cost  upon  unclean  heaps.  So  soon  as  the 
temple  was  purged,  Josiah  bends  his  thoughts  upon  the  repairing 
and  beautifying  of  this  house  of  the  Lord.. 

What  stir  was  there  in  Judah,  wherein  God^s  temple  suffered 
not  i  Six  several  times  was  it  pillaged,  whether  out  of  fbrce  or 
will :  first,  Jehoash  king  of  Judali  is  fain  by  the  spoil  of  it  to  stop 
the  mouth  of  Hassael ;  then  Joasb  king  of  Israel  filk  his  own  banos 
with  that  sacred  spoil,  in  the  days  of  .Ainaziah;  after  this,  Ahaz 
rifles  it  for  Tiglath  Pileser,  kin^  of  Assyria;  then,  Hezekiah  is 
forced  to  ransack  the  treasures  of  it  for  Sennacherib;  yet  after,  the 
aacrilege  of  Manasseh  makes  that  booty  of  it,  which  his  later  times 
endeavoured  to  restore ;  and  now  lastly,  Amon  his  son  neglects 
the  frame,  embezzles  the  furniture,  of  this  holy  place.  The  very 

Jile  began  to  complain  of  age  and  unrespect.  Now  comes  et>od 
osiah ;  and,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  when  other  young  gallants 
would  have  thought  of  nothing  but  pleasure  and  Jollity,  takes  up 
the  latest  care  of  uis  father  David,  and  gives  order  lor  the  repairing 
of  the  temple. 

The  keepers  of  die  door  have  received  the  contribution  of  all 
ftithful  Jews,  for  this  pious  use.  The  king  sends  Shaphan  the 
scribe  to  Hilkiah  the  priest  to  sum  it  up,  and  to  deliver  it  unto 
carpenters  and  masons,  for  so  holy  a  work. 

Row  well  doth  it  beseem  the  care  of  a  religious  prince,  to  set 
the  priests  and  scribes  in  hand  with  re-edifying  the  temple !  The 
comnmnd  is  the  king's ;  the  charge  is  the  hig^  priest's ;  t;he  execu- 
tion is  the  workmen's.  When  the  labourers  are  faitlifiil  in  doingthe 
work,  mud  the  high  priest  in  the  directing  it,  and  the  king  in  en- 
joining it,  God's  house  cannot  fail  of  a  nappy  perfection ;  but 
when  any  of  these  slacken,  the  business  must  neodte  languish. 

How  God  blesses  the  devout  endeavours  of  his  servants !  While 
Hilkiah  was  diUgently  surveying  the  breaches  and  the  reparation 
of  the  temple,  he  lights  upon  Im.book  of  the  law.  The  authentic 
and  original  book  of  God  s  law  was,  by  a  special  charge,  app^nted 
to  be  carefully  kept  within  a  sa£e  s&rioe^  in  the  sanctuwy .  In  the 
depraved  times  of  idolatry,  some  faithful  priest,  to  make  sare 
work,  had  locked  it  fast  up  in  some  comer  ot  the  temple,  from  thfe 
reach  of  all  hands,  of  ail  eyes :  as  knowing  how  impossible  it  was, 
that.divine  monument  could  otherwise  escape  the  fury  of  proph^^ 
fttihlness*    Some  few  traoscripis  there  were  doubtless,  paitels  » 
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Ais  noted  book^  in  other  liands :  neither  doubt  I,  but,  as  Hilkiah 
W  been  formerly  weli  acquainted  with  this  holy  volume,  now  of 
kog  time  hid^  so  the  ears  of  good  Josiah  bad  been  inured  to  som^ 
passages  thereof  j  but  the  whole  body  of  these  awful  records, 
sLQce  the  late  night  of  idolatrous  confusion  and  perseeution,  saw 
ao  li^ht  till  now.  This  precious  treasure  doth  Hilkiah  find,  while 
he  d^  for  the  temple.  Never  man  laboured  to  the  reparation  of 
God's  Church,  but  ne  met  with  a  blessing  more  than  he  looked  for. 

Hilkiah  the  priest  and  Siiaphan  the  scribe  do  not  engross  this 
iovaiuable  wealth  into  their  own  hands,  nor  suppress  these  more 
tban  sacred  roUs  for  their  own  advantage }  but  transmit  them,  first 
to  the  ears  of  the  king,  then^by  him,  to  the  people,  it  is  not  the 
piaise  of  a  eood  scribe,  to  lay  up,  but  to  bring  forth,  both  old  and 
pew :  and  if  the  priest's  lips  shall  keep  knowledge,  they  keep  it  to 
impart,  not  to  smother  ^  The  people  shall  seek  the  lam  ai  his  rrunUh; 
for  he  is  the  messenger  of  iheJLord  of  Hosts. 

So  soon  as  the  good  kiuff  hears  the  words  of  the  Book  0if  the 

Law,  and,  in  special,  those  dreadful  threats  of  iudgment  denounced 

a^inst  the  idolatries  of  his  Judah,  he  rends  his  clothes,  to  shew 

lus  heart  rent  with  sorrow,  and  fearful  expectation  of  those  plagues; 

and  washes  his  bosom  with  tears.     Oh  gracious  tenderness  of  Jo- 

siah  I  He  doth  but  once  hear  the  law  read,  and  is  thus  humbled ; 

Kmnbled  for  his  father's  sins,  for  the  sins  of  his  people :  how  many 

of  us,  after  a  thousand  hammerings  of  the  menaces  of  God's  law, 

upon  our  guilty  souls,  continue  yet  insensible  of  our  daneer !  The 

^eiy  reading  of  this  law  doth  thus  affect  him ;  the  preaching  of  it 

stirs  not  us :  the  sins  of  others  struck  thus  deep., with  him;  our 

own  are  slighted  by  us.     A  soft  heart  is  the  best  tempered  for 

God :  so  physicians  ^re  wont  to  like  those  bodies  best,  which  are 

^iest  to  work  upon  >  O  God,  make  our  clay,  wax ;  and  our  wax 

I^iable  to  thy  hand ;  so  shall  we  be  sure  to  be  free,  eitl^er  from 

an,  or  from  the  hurt  of  sin. 

It  is  no  holy  sorrow,  that  sondes  us  not  to  God.  Josiah  is  not 
OK)ped  with  a  distractive  grief,  or  an  astonishing  fear ;  but,  in  the 
bdght  of  his  passion,,  sends  five  choice  messengers  to  Huldah  the 
Fophetess,  to  inquire  of  the  Lord,  for  himself,  f6r  Judah.  It  is 
''^PPy  trouble,  that  drives  us  to  this  refuge. 


Voat  is  that  to.  you,  who  have  abandoned  his  sins  ?  If  your  people 
^ere  once  idohutrous,  what  is  that  to  you,  yea  to  them ;  who  have 

Spiated  these  cfrimes  by  their  repentance  ?  Have  you  not  caref oUv 
ormed  all  those  abuses  ?  Hath  not  your  haj^y  refoiination  im&> 
^abundant  amends  for  those  wrongs  ?  Spare  your  tears,  and  save 
^l^bour  of  your  messengers.  Alji  is  well;  all  shall  be  well. 
I^^Judgme^  are  for  the  obstinate^  Had  we  been  still  guilty, 
^"^  reflucs  h^-been  jusv  Wejre.' we  still  in  danger,  what  had  we 
P^^by  4wr  convcursion  ?^^  Rather^  as  glad  to  second  the  religious 
^^  of  their  j^ojyg  kibg^  they  fee4  His  holy  anxieties,  with  a  just 
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jaggraration  of  peril  (  and,  by  their  good  cfounset^  wbet  €he^  hi^ 
zealous  desires  of  a  speedy  resolution.  That  state  canudt  but  be 
happy,  whose  priests  and  peers  are  re^dy,  as  ta  suggeM,  so  to 
cherish  and  execute  j  the  devout  .projects  or  their  soveragrfs^ 

The  grave  priest,  the  learned  scribe,  die  honourable  courtiers 
do  not  disdain  to  knock  at  the  door  of  a  prophetess :  neither  doth 
tiny  of  them  say ;  "  It  were  hard  if  we  should  not  have  as  much 
acquaintance  with  God,  as  a  woman  ;*'  but,  in  an  humble  acknow- 
ledgement of  her  gn^ces,  they  come  to  learn  tbe  will  of  God  irom 
her  mouth.  True  piet^  is  modest,  and  stands  not  upon  terms  of 
reputation^  in  tbe  ousmesses  of  God ;  but  willingty  honours  his 
gifts  in  any  subject,  least  of  all  in  itself. 

The  sex  is  not  more  noted  in;Huldah,  than  the  conditron.  Aft 
^he  was  a  woman,  so  a  wife ;  the  ^fe  of  Shallum.  Holy  matri* 
itnony  was  no  hindrance  to  her  divine  revelations.  She  was,  ^t 
once^  a  prophetess  in  her  college,  a  housewife  in  her  ftmily.  It 
was  never  the  practice  of  God,  to  confine  his  mces  to  virginity. 

At  this  yery  time,  the  femous  prophet  Jeremiah  flourished. 
Some  years  had  he  already  spent  in  tnis  public  service.  Why  was 
not  he  tadier  consulted  by  Josiah  ?  It  is  not  unKke,  that  some  pro- 

]>hetieal  employments  caiied  him  away,  at  thb  time,  from  Jerusa- 
em.  His  presence  could  not  have  been  balked :  purposely,  doubt- 
less, doth  God  cast  his  message  upon  the  point  or  that  absence, 
that  he  might  honour  the  weaEer  vessel  with  his  divine  oracle,'  and 
exercise  tm  humility  of  so  great  clients.  In  the  answers  of  God, 
it  is  not  to  be  regarded,  who  speaks,  but  from  whom«  The  iiy^' 
redounds  to  God,  if  the  weaknesses  of  the  person  teiise  us  to  tm- 
Hdervalue  the  authority  of  the  function. 

As  Josiah  and  his  messengers  do  not  despise  HuUah,  because 

^fae  was  a  woman ;  so  Huldah  doth  not  flatter  Josiafh,  because  ia 

9clng :  Ga,  teU  the  vmn  thai  sent  ^atiy  TYms  saith  the  Lbrd  r  B^- 

holkj  /  jviU  bring  evil  upon  this  place.    Lo,  he,-  that  was^as  God 

*to  Ms  subjects,  is  but  as  tnan  to  tbe  prophetess:  neiftlher'is  the 

'm^s^bge  ever  the  sweeter,  because  it  is  required  by  ti  prince.    No 

circumstance  may  vary  the  form  of  divihe  truth,    fivit  must  befel 

JeiHisalem  and  Judah;  yea,  all  the  woi'ds  of  thatbookritiust  aKg&t 

upon  the  .inhabitants  of  bodi. 

fn  hciwTjad  a  caise  wti may  be ;  artd  yet  thiiik  oursdves^rtot  isafe 
only,  but  hippy!  These  Jews  bad  forgotten  their  old  revoltf; 
tand[  now,  hav^ing  framed  themselves  to  holy  courses,  pronAsW 
themselves  nothing  but  peace,  when  the  prophtetess  fbresetes  and 
'foretels  their  approaching  ruin.  Eren  their  old  soore  must  be 
^aid,  after  the  opinion  of  a  clear  agreement.  In  tain- shall -wre 
'hope  to  quit  bur  arrearages  by  prorogation.  ^^ 

This  prophetess  bad  immedaate  visions  fin^m  God,  yet  she  teir^ 
•speak  out  of  the  book.  '-Vh&re  \<^as  neveritoy  reVebtibn  front  the 
•Lord,  that  crossed  his  wtitmgs.  Hi$  hand  ^and'hirf%>n^c^^rt3e 
«ejrnally .  If  that  book  have  cursed  Judah;  sjle^tnayiiot  absolve  it. 

Tfet,  what  a  graciotis  mixture  washere,  of  Tnenh?"  '^Hth'^vcn^; 
'scfverity  to  Judbh,  vMcyto  j'asiah!  Jttdab-sbiiH^W'plH^^^  ^ 
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iIbII  become  a  desoktdon  aod  a  curae ;  JoAsh  shftU  be  wksAy 
hawed  ia  his  grave,  before  this  storm  fell  upon  Judhih.  fm  .eve 
jhall  not  see,  what  bis  people  sbali  feeL  h  is  enough,  ^hat  .the 
expectation  of  these  evils  amict  >hiin ;  the  sense  shall  not. 

Whence  b  this  indulgence  ? ,  Because  thine  heart  wu  iendeTp 
tnd  thou  ha3i  humbled  thyself  before  the  Lord.  How  happy  m. 
tbing  it  is,  to  be  a  reed  unto  God^s  judgments,  rather  %han  au  oak ! 
The  meek  and  gentle  reed  stoops,  ana  therefore  stands ;  the  josii 
stmds  stiffly  out  i^inst  the  strongest  gust,  and  therefore  is. turned 
up  bv  the  roots.  At  least,  let  us  lament  those  sins,  we  have  nofc 
avoided;  and  raourn  for  the  sins  of  others,  while  we, h^  our 
tmnu 

He,  that  found  hnaself  eKompted  from  this  iren^eanoe^  by  (Us 
repentance  and  deep  humiliation,  would  fain  find  the  same.wajr 
for  the  deliverance  of  his  people.  The  same  words  of  .the  Law 
therefore,  that  had  wrought  upon  his  heart,  are  by  him  caused  to 
ke  publicly  read,  in  the  ears  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  The  aatem^ 
Uy  is  universal,  of  priests,  prophets,. people,.hothsmallandgreat; 
because  the  sin  was  such,  the  danger  was  such:  that. no. mail  may 
Qompiain  to  want  information,  the  Uuv  of  God  sounds  in  every  .ean 
If  oar  ear  be  shut  to  the  law,  the  sin  is  ours ;  but,  if  the  lsuv.be 
ilnit  to  our  ears,  the  sin  is  of  our  governors.  Woe  be  to  them 
'^  hide  God's  bo^  from  the  people,  as  they  would  dotaUhaoe 
from  the  eyes  of  children  !  Ignorant  souk  cannot  perish  .with(»it 
Anr  murder.  There  is  no  fear  of  knowii^  too  m^ch ;  there  is 
too  modi  fear  of  practishig  too  little. 

Kow,  if  the  people  do  not  imitate  their  kmg  in  vdentingi  .dbey 
M  not  worthy  to  partake  with  him  in  his  impuaity .  Howsoeisdiry 
^  shall  net  vrant  a  great  example,  as  of  sorrow,  so  of  amend- 
nent.  Good  Josiah  stands  by  the  pillar,  and  solemnly  renewa  his 
covenant  widi  his  God>  The  people  cannot  for  shame  refuse  to 
i^ond  him.  Even  they,  that  looked  for  a  destruction,  yet  .do  juot 
^^tUtaw  their  dUedieoce.  God's  children  amay  not  be  sullen  under 
^  correetioiis ;  but,  whether  they  expect  or  foel  smart,  are  no 
^er  than  dutiful  to  his  arwful  hand. 

As  a  man,  tha%:finds  he  hath  done  something  that  might  endan*- 
tf^  the  forfeit  of  his  favour,  puts  hixuelf  into  some  deserving  ao* 
^»  whereby  ^e  may  hope  to  re-endear  himself,  so  doth  Josiak 
*^cni.  No  endeavour  is  enough  to  testify  his  zeal  to^  that  .name  of 
^^  which  was  so  profaned  by  his  people's  idolatry.  Whatever 
^'Miiiiients  were  yet  remaining  of  wicked  paganism^  he  defiebces 
with  indignation.  He  bums  the  vessels  of  jBaal,  and  puts  dowa 
'''sCheniafim;  destroys  the  houses  of  the  Sodomites;  strews  the 
P'^*^  of  their  idols  in  the  brook  Kedron ;  defiles  Topbeth ;  takes 
^7  the  heives  of  the  sun ;  bums  the  chariots  of  the  sun  with 
^\  and  omits  nothing,  that  might  reconcile  God,  clear.  Judah, 
P^f^  a  lefonnation. 

^thar  is  this  care  confined  to  Jerusalem  and  the  neighbounn^g 
"^T^j  bnt-stretehes  itself  to  the  utmost  coasts  of  Josiah'a  king* 
^^  '  Mttl^irai  tbe-iR£uQ9U»^iieat  of  the  pollutioa  of  bneL  1^ 
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seems  the  heirs  of  Jeroboam,  who  set-  up  his  golden  calf 
enjoyed  it  not  long.  The  kings  of  Judah  recovered  it  to 
crown ;  i>ut  it  had  not  yet  recovereri  itself  irom  that  ameient  infec^ 
tion.  Thither  doth  good  Josiah  send  the  unhallowed  a^hes  of 
JBaat's  reliques,  to  stain  that  altar  first,  which  be  will  soon  after 
deface. 

The  time  was,  and  it  was  no  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years  since,  that  the  man  of  God,  out  of  Judah,  cried  against 
Jeroboam's  altar;  O  altar ^  altar ;  thus  saith  the  Lord;  Behold^ 
a  child  shall  be  born  unto  the  house  of  Uiavidy  Josiah  by  natme; 
and  tipon  thee  shall  he  offer  the  priests  qf  the  high  places^  that 
burn  tncense  upon  thee ;  and  men^s  bones  shall  be  burnt  upon  thee. 
And  how  is  the  hour  come,  wherein  every  of  those  worda  shall  be 
accomplished. 

It  could  not  but  be  a  creat  confirmation  to  Josiah^  to  see  that  God 
so  long  ago  foremarked  him  for  his  own,  and  forenamed  bim  to  so 
zealous  a  service.  All  oar  names  are  equally  foreknown  of  that 
Divine  Providence,  though  not  forespoken :  neither  can  any  act 
pass  from  us,  which  was  not  predetermined  in  that  eternal  counsel 
of, the  Almighty;  neither  can  any  act,  that  is  predetermined,  be 
unfulfilied  upon  earth.  Intervention  of  time  breaks  no  squares  i6 
the  divine  decrees.  Our  purblind  eyes  see  nothing,  but  that  which 
toucheth  their  lids ;  the  quick  sight  of  God's  prescience  sees  that^ 
OS  present,  which  is  a  world  off. 

According  to  the  prediction,  the  stench  of  dead  men's  bones  m 
a  fit  perfume,  to  sena  up  from  thb  altar  to  heaven^  wlu>se  best  sa- 
criBces  savoured  worse  in  the  nostrils  ef  God ;  and  the  blood  of 
.the  idoktrous.sacrificars  was  a  meet  oblation  to  that  God,  who  bad 
been  dishonoured  by  their  burnt-offerings  to  his  base  coitivals^ 

Even  that  prophet,  who  foretold  this,  had  his  tomb  in  Bethel ; 
and  that  tomb  had  his  inscription.  His  weakness  might  not  rob 
iwn  of  the  honour  of  his  sepulture. 

How  palpably  do  these  Israelites  condemn  diaobselves,  while 
*tfaey  reserve  so  fiunous  a  monument  of  their  own  conviction ! 

It  was  no  prejudice  to  this  holy  pvQpbet,  that  his  bones  lay 
among^- the  sepultures  of  idolaters.  His  epitaph  preserved  those 
bon^  from- burning,  upon  that  altar,  which  he  bad  aiccursed.  As 
the  lion  taight  not  tear  his  carcase,  when  he  died ;  so  now,  the  furj 
of  the  multitude' may  not  violate  the  very  bones,  in  his  gtave^  I 
do  not  see  .Josiah  save  them  for  reliques;  I  hear  him  command 
they  shall  rest  in  peace.  It  is  fit  the  dead  bodies  of  God's  saints 
should  be  as  free  from  contempt,  as  from  superstition. 

Af^  the  removal'of  these  rites  of  fake  worship,  it  is  time  to 
brin^  in  the  ttiie.  Now,  a  solemn  Passover  shall  be  kept  unto  the 
Lord^  by  the  charj^  of  Josiah.  That  Book  of  the  J>w  sets  tim 
the  time,  place,  circumstances,  of  this  sacraments  Hb  seal  so 
carefully  follows  it,  that,  since  the  days  of  Samuel^  this  feast  was 
never  so  gloriously,  so  punetualfy  celebrated.  Jerusakm  id  the 
place,  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month  is  the  time;  th^  1^ 
.Vit^  are  the  actors ;  a  yeaxling  and  spotless  lamb  id  tfa^  )^o vision- 


Ko  bone  of  it  is  broken ;  the  blood  is  sprinkled  upon  the  door* 

Eits;  it  is  roasted  whole^  eaten  with  sour  herbs,  with  bread  unt 
vened  ;  the  remainder  is  consumed  by  fire.  The  Ifiw,  the  sacri^ 
Sees  had  been  inyaio,  if  the  passover  had  been  neglected.  No- 
tjrue  Israelite  mi^ht  want,  whether  this  nionuinent  of  their  lieliver'- 
ance  past^  or  this  type  of  the  Messiah  to  poQie.  Rather  than  faijj* 
Josiah's  bounty  shall  supply  to  Judah,  lambs  for  their  pascal  devocv 
tioo.  No  alios  is  so  acceptable,  as  that  whereby  the  soul  is  fur*: 
^|iaed.  2  Kings  xxH^  xxUh    9  Chron^  xxxiv^  xxxv* 


/OSIAirS  DEATH ;  WITH  THE  bESOLATION  OF  THE 

TEMPLE  AND  JERUSALEM. 

JosiAH  hatb  now  happily  settled  the  affairs,  both  of  God  and  the 
sftate  *,  and  now  hath  sweet  leisure  to  enjoy  himself  and  his  people* 
His  conscience  dotli  not  more  cheer  him  at  home,  than  his  subjects 
^road.  Never  king  reigned  with  more  officious  piety  to  God, 
with  more  love  and  applause  of  men. 

But  what  stability  js  ther^  in  these  earthly  things  ?  How  seldom' 
is  excdlenpy,  in  any  kind,  long-lived !  In  the  very  strength  of» 
4M3  ag9,  in  the  beignt  of  his  strength,  is  Josiah  withdrawn  from 
the  eattb :  as  i)ot  withopt  ^  merciful  intention  of  his  glory,  on 
God's  behalf;  so,  not  without  some  weakness,  on  his  own.  Pha^. 
noh  Nechoh,  kin^  of  Egypt,  comes  up  to  fight  against  the  king  of 
Assyria.  What  i&  that  to  Josiah?  Perhaps,  the  Egyptians  at- 
tempted to  pass  through  the  land  of  Judah,  towards  Carchemish^ 
tbe  seat  of  his  war ;  but,  as  a  neighbour,  not  as  an  enemy.  Josiab 
Resists  himj  as  neither  holding  it  safe  to  admit  a  foreign  power, 
into  the  bosom  of  his  country,  nor  daring  to  give  so  fair  an  occa« 
sipn  of  provokinff  the  Assyrian  hostility  against  him. 

The  King  of  Egypt  mildly  deprecates  this  enmity.  He  sends 
ambassadors  to  Josian,  saying.  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  thou 
^<V  ofJvdah  ?  I  come  not  against  thee,  this  day ;  hut  against  the 
iouse^  wherewith  I  have  war :  for  God  commanded  me  to  make 
k^te.  Forbear  thee  from  waddling  with  Gody  who  is  with  me^ 
fis/  he  destroy  thee  nqt. 

What  friend  could  have  said  morc^  ?  What  prophet  could  have 
advised  more  holily  ?  Why  doth  not  good  Josiah  say  with  himself; 
''  There  may  be  truth  in  tliis  suggestion.  God  may  have  sent  this 
inaa,  to  be  a  scourge  of  my  old  enemy,  of  Ashur.  If  the  hand 
^  the  Almighty  be  \i\  this  design,  wliy  do  I  oppose  it  ?  The  quar-» 
T^  is  not  niiqe :  \yhy  do  I  thrust  my  nnger  into  this  flame,  unbid* 
^eu?  Wherefore  shoukl  I  hazard  the  effusion  of  blood,  upon  a 
barmless  passage  ?  Can  I  hear  him  plead  a  command  irom  God, 
^  not  inquire  into  it  ?  How  easy  is  it  for  me,  to  know  the  cer- 
f^ty  of  this  pretended  commission  \  Have  not  I  the  priests  and 

J^nmhets  of  God  about  me  ?   Let -me  first  go  and  consult  his  oracle; 
f  6od  have  seat  him  and  forbidden  me^  why  should  my  courage 
SVfy  me  against  my  .piety  ?''  • 


'  It  h  sti^nge,  ttiat  th6  good  Heatt  of  Jdfiiah  coold  eaiek^  t^^e' 
thongiitB,  these  resolutions :  yet,  te,  that  upon  the  ge'heitel  threttts 
o#  God^s  law  gainst  Jadah,  sends  messengers  to  inquire  of  a  pro- 
f^etess,  now,  upon  these  particular  threats  of  danger  to  tnniself^ 
speaks  not,  stirs  not.  The  famous  prophet  Jeremiah  was  then 
livii^,  and  Zephaniah ;  besides  a  whole  college  of  seers.  Josiah 
cbth  not  s^  much  as  send  oat  of  dobrs,  to  ask,  '*  Shall  I  go  up 
cgahist  the  king  of  Egypt  V^  Sometimes,  boUi  grace  and  wit  are' 
asleep,  in  the  holiest  and  wariestv  breasts.  The  best  of  all  God't 
saints  may  be  sometimes  miscarried^  by  their  passions,  to  their 
cost. 

The  wise  Proridence  of  God  hath  mercifally  determined,  to 
leave  Jo^ah  to  his  own  counsels;  that,  fay  the  weakness  of  his 
servant,  he  might  take  occasion  to  perfect  nis  glory.  Even  that, 
#her^iti  ^^osiiih  #a:s  wanting  unto  God,  shall  concur  to  the  making 
u;^'  of  God^s  promise  to  Josiah.  M^n  we  are  the  most  blin(t 
Mkted;  we  run  on  the  ways  of  God's  hidden  decrees ;  and,  what* 
ei^  our  intents  be,  cannot,  if  ^e  would,  go  out  of  that  unknown* 
path. 

Ne^d^  witl  Josiah  put  himself  intb  arms,  against  an  unwilling 
memy.;  and,  to  be  less  noted,  disguises  himself.  The  iktal  arrow 
df  an  Egyptian  archer  finds  him  out  io  the  throng,  and  gives  him 
hlM  destbVwound.  Now,  too  hte,  he  calb  to  a  retreat.  Ifi^ 
changed  chariot  is  turned  to  a  biei* ;  to  carry  his  bleeding  corpse  to 
his  grave,  in  Jerusalem. 

What  esfe  doth  not  now  pity  and  lament  the  untimely  end  of  k 
Josiah  i  whom  can  it  choose  but  affect,  to  see  a  reli^ous,  just, 
-♦ilrtuous  brirtce  inatchfed  away  in  the  vigour  of  his  age  r  After  all 
our  foolish  moah,  the  Providence,  that  directed  that  lAiafk  to  his 
Kghtihg  plttce,  intends  that  Wound  for  a  stroke  of  mercy.  Th<^ 
God,  whom  Josiah  serves,  looks  through  his  death,  at  his  ^ory ; 
and,  by  this  sudden  violence,  will  deliver  him  from  the  view  and 
participation  of  the  miseries  of  Judah,  which  had  been  many 
deaths;  and  fetches  him  to  the  participation  of  that  happiness, 
which  C6uld  countervail  more  deaths,  than  could  be  incident  to  a 
Josiah.  Oh  the  wonderful  goodness  of  the  Almighty,  whose  vfery 
judgments  are  merciful !  On  the  safe  condition  of  God*s  children, 
1«rhom  very  pain  easeth,  whom  death  revives,  whom  dissolution 
unites,  whom,  lastly,  their  very  sin,  and  temptation,  glorifies ! 

How  happily  hath  Josiah  gained  by  this  change !  Instead  of  a 
froward  people,  he  now  is  sorted  with  saints  and  angels ;  instead 
of  a  fadmg  and  corruptible  crown,  he  now  enjoys  an  eternal. 

The  orphan  subjects  are  ready  to  weep  out  their  eyes,  for  sor- 
row. Their  loss  cannot  be  so  fereat,  as  his  gain.  He  is  glorious ; 
they,  as  their  sius  had  deserved,  miserable.  If  the  separated  sonl 
could  be  capable  of  passion,  could  Josiah  have  seen,  after  his  de- 

Earture,  the  calamities  of  his  sons,  of  his  people,  it  could  not  but 
ave  laid  siege  to  his  peace. 

The  sad  subjects  proclaim  his  son  Jehoahaz  king,  instead  or  so 
lamented  a  father.    He  both  doth  ill,  and  fares  ill.    By  that  timcf 


ip»  bjU^  sat  but;  three  months  iu  the  throne^  Pharaoh  Nechoh^  king 
of  Egypt)  seconds  the  father's  death  with  the  son's  captivity.  This 
Tictoriou&en^iny.puts  down  the  wicked  son  of  Josisui^  and  lades 
Vm  wi^  ghaios  at,  tUblathy  in  the  land  of  Hamaih ;  and  lades  his 
peof^  with,  a  toribute  of  a  hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent 
<>f  K9^.-  y^»  ^  i^  be,  that  was  unwilling  to  fight  with  Josiah^ 
vera  qo  less  unwilling  to  root  out  his  posterity,  this  Egyptian  sets 
Eliakiqij  t^<^  second  son  of  Josiah,  upon  the  seat  of  nis  father ; 
nd,  th^t  he  might  be  all  his,  changes  nis  name  tg  Jehoiakim.  Oh 
t^e  ilFoefMl  8knd  unworthy  suoc/sssion  of  Josiah !  one  son  is  a  pri« 
soner,  the  other  is  a  tributary ;  both  are  wicked. 

After  tb^t  «tehoiakiin  hi^,  been  some  years  Pharaoh's  bailiff^  to 
gajther  ancl  cack  the  desar  rents  of  Judah,  Nebuchadnezear,  the 
gr^  kixka  of  Babylon,  comes  up>  and  sweeps  away  both  the  lorq 
aad  bis  feo4ary^  Fhajraph  and  Jehoiakin^.  So  far  was  the  ambi* 
tious  £^jp^ian  from  niiaintaining  his  encroaclunent  upon  the  terri* 
tofies;  ok  jtudah,  th^t  he  could  not  now  hold  his  own.  From  Nilu$ 
to  Euplttirt^B,  sdl  is  lost.  So  subject  are  the  )esser  powers  still  to  b^ 
swaUowe4  up  of  the  greater.  So  just  it  is  with  God,  that  they| 
which  will  be  affecting  undue  enlargement  of  their  esti^tes^  shoulq 
£kU  sh^  of  what  they  had.  ^ 

Jebo^ajkixn  is  ci^riea  in  fetters  to  Babylon ;  and  now  in  that  dun« 
pon  of  his  captivity,  hath  more  leisure,  than  grace,  to  bethink 
inmself  of  all  his  ^bominattions  $  and  while  he  inherits  the  8a4 
Hlg^Qfi  of  bis  gr-^t  grandfather  Manasseh,  inherits  not  bis  sue* 

While  he  is  rotting  in  this  gaol,  his  young  son  Jehoiachin  starts 
fp  in  his  throne ;  like  to  a  mushroom,  that  rises  up  in  a  night, 
eod  withers  in  a  day.  Within  three  months  and  ten  days,  is  tha^ 
joung  prince,  the  meet  son  of  such  a  father,  fetched  up  in  irons 
(0  hi^  fatlier's  prison. 

Nether  shall  he  go  alone.  His  attendance  shall  add  to  his  mi. 
sery.  His  motlier,  his  wiv<^,  his  officer^,  his  peers,  his  ctaftsmeny 
pis  warriors  accompany  hiip,  manacled  and  chained,  to  their  p^r^ 
petual  bondage. 

Now,  according  to  Isaiah's  word,  it  would  have  been  great  pre- 
ferment for  tlie  fi'uit  of  Hezekiah^s  loins,  to  be  pages  in  the  court 
of  Babylon. 

,  One  only  branch  yet  remains  of  the  unhappy  stock  of  holy  Jo* 
^h,  Mattaiiiah,  the  brother  of  Jehoiakim ;  whom  Nebuchadnez- 
^r,  changing  his  name  to  Zedekiah,  sets  up  in  that  forlorn  and 
tributary  throne.  There  might  he  have  lived,  though  an  under- 
pg,  yet  peaceable.  This  man,  to  make  up  the  measure  of  God's 
just  judgments,  as  he  was  ever  a  rebel  to  God,  so  proves  rebellious 
to  his  sovereign  master,  the  king  of  Babylon.  The  prophet  Jere* 
H^dh  hath  forewarned  him  in  vam.  Nothing  could  teach  this  man, 
but  smart. 

Who  can  look  for  other  than  fury  from  Nebuchadnezz^,  aeainst 
Jerusalem ;  which  now  had  affronted  him  with  three  sr'veraj  sue* 
(e^ODs.  o(  ip^vj^lts  and  conspiracies  agsiinst  his  government^  and 
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thrice  abused  his  bounty  and  indulgence  t  With  a  miglity  nrtefy 
doth  he  therefore  come  up  against  his  seditious  deputy  ;  and  be- 
sieges Jerusalenii  and  blocks  it  up  with  forts  rouna  about.  After 
two  years*  siege,  the  Chaldees  witiiout  and  the  &mine  within  have 
prevailed.  King  Zedekiah  and  his  soldiers  are  fled  away  h^  night ; 
as  thinking  themselves  happy,  if  they  might  abandon  their  Walls^ 
and  save  their  lives. 
The  Chaldees,  as  caring  more  for  the  birds  than  for  the  nest, 

}>ursue  them ;  and  overtake  Zedekiah,  forsaken  of  all  hia  forces, 
n  the  plain  of  Jericho,  and  bring  him  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of 
Babylon*.    . 

What  can  so  unthankful  and  pinrfidious  a  vassal  expect,  but  the 
worst  of  revenge  ?   The  sentence  is  fearfol :  first,  the  sons  of  Ze- 
dekiah are  slain  before  his  eyes ;  then,  those  eyes  of  his,  as  if  tbey 
had  seen  enough  when  they  had  seen  him  childless,  are  put  out. 
His  eyes  are  only  lent  him  so  long,  as  to  torment  him  with  the 
sijght  of  his  own  utmost  discomfort. "  Had  his  sons  but  overlived 
his  eyes,  the  grief  had  been  so  much  the  less,  as  the  apprehension 
of  it  had  been  less  lively  and  piercing :  now,  this  woeful  object 
shalL  shut  up  his  sight ;  that  even  when  his  bodily  eyes  are  gone, 
yet  the  eyes  of  his  mind  mi^ht  ever  see  what  he  last  saw ;  that 
thus  his  sons  might  be  ever  dying  before  him,  and  himself  in  their 
death  ever  miserable. 

Who  doth  not  now  wish,  that  the  blood  of  Hezekiah  and  Josiah 
could  have  been  severed  from  these  impure  dregs  of  their  lewd 
issue  ?  No  man  could  pity  the  offenders,  were  it  not  for  the  mix* 
ture  of  the  interest  of  so  holy  progenitors. 

No  more  sorrow  can  come  in  at  the  windows  of  2!edekiah : 
more  shall  come  in  at  his  doors.  His  ears  shall  receive  what  more 
to  rue  for  his  Jerusalem.  Nebuzaradan,  the  great  marshal  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  comes  up  aeainst  that  deplored  city,  and  bieaks 
down  the  walls  of  it  round  aoout}  and  burns  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  and  every  {air  palace  of  Jerusalem, 
with  fire ;  drives  away  the  i^mainder  of  her  inhabitants,  into  cap« 
tiyity ;  carries  away  the  last  spoils  of  the  elorious  temple. 

O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  the  wonder  of  all  times,  the  paragon 
of  nations,  the  glory  of  the  earth,  the  favourite  of  heaven,  how 
art  thou  now  become  heaps  of  ashes,  hills  of  rubbish,  a  spectacle 
of  desolation,  a  monument  of  ruin !    If  later,  yet  no  less  deep, 
bast  thou  now  pledged  that  bitter  cup  of  God's  vengeance,  to  thv 
jrister  Samaria;     How  carefully  had  thy  God  forewarned  thee  / 
Though  Israel  play  the  harlot^  yet,  let  not  Judah  sin.    Lo  now, 
as  thine  iniquities,  so  thy  Judgments  have  overtaken  her.    Both 
lie  together  in  the  dust ;  both  are  made  a  curse  to  all  posterities. 
O  Got,  what  place  shall  thy  justice  spare,  if  Jerusalem  have  pe- 
rished ?   If  that  delight  of  thine  were  cut  off  for  her  wickedness, 
Let  us  not  be  high  minded ,  but  fear, 

"  What  pity  it  was,  to  see  those  goodly  cedars  of  the  tempfe 
flaming  up  higher  than  they  stood  in  Lebanon  ?  to  see  those  curious 
marbles,  which  never  felt .  the  dent  of  the  pickaxe  or  hammer  ia 


the  kying,  wounded  witb  mattock,  and  wounding  the  earth  in 
tbeir  mil !  tp  see  the  Holy  of  .Holies,  vrher^intp  ncmeinight  ente^r 
tmt  the  high  priest,  once  a  year,  thronged  with  pagans ;  the  yail^ 
leot,  the  sacred  ark  of  God  violated  ana- defaced,  the  tables  over-r 
tuned,  the  altars  broken  down,  the  pillars  demolished,  the  pave- 
meots  digged  up,  yea  the  very  ground,  where  that  famous  pi)e 
itood,  deformed !  O  God,  thou  wouldst  rather  have  no  visible 
boose  upon  earth,  than  endure  it  de61ed  with  idolatries, 

four  hundred  tluity  and  six  years  had  that  lemple  stood,  and 
besutifi^  the  earth,  and  honoured  heaven :,  now,  it  is  turned  iutq 
Hide  heaps.  There  is  no  prescription  to  be  pleaded  for  the'  favour 
^  the  Alinigfaty .  Only  that  temple,  not  made  with  hands,  iaeter* 
oal  in  the  heavens.  Thither  he  graciously  bring  us,  that  faistth  or*  ^ 
dained  us  tUther ;  for  the  sake  of  that  glorious  Hieh  Priest^  ib9$ 
llsdi  once  for  all  entered  into  that  Holy  of  HoUes,  Amen ! 

2  Kings  xxih.    2  Chron.  sxxv^  xxrtfif 
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2E11UBBA9EL  ^ND  E2ftA. 

Xits  idtk  tain8portatic»i.iQto  Babylon,  lender  JeboiakijUi  wJiareia 
IXmo^  J^ekieU  aod  Many  otber  ^of  the  besjb  note  wecie  dnvea  inio 
fiaptjtvity^  iv«^  sooae  eletnen  years  after,  foUowed  with  a  secooii^ 
ipqgt  ahri^nkifth,  wfaeieiit  th»  yeipo^t  of  the  now  itiiiiect  J^fusafeoi 
and  Judah  were  swept  away ^ 

fieteM}^  jxsgB  wna  tlie.  peirbd  of  tfaeir  longest  senritude^  While 
Babylon  was  a  queen,  Judah  was  her  vassal :  when  that  proud  ty* 
fanness  fell,  God's  people  beean  to  rise  wain.    The  Pa-byloniao 

Sionarchy  was  no  sooner  swallowed  up  of  the  Persian,  than  the 
ews  felt  the  comfort  of  liberty :  for  Cyrus,  concjuering  Babylon, 
and  finding  the  Jews  groaning  under  that  captivity,  strajight  re^ 
leases,  theip;  and  sends  them,  under  the  cqnduct  qf  their  captaiq 
Zerubbabel,  back  to  their  almost-forgotten  country. 

The  v^orid  stands  upon  vicissitudes.  Every  nation  hath  bev 
turn,  and  must  make  up  her  measure.  Threescore  and  ten  years 
ago,  it  wsv»  the  course  of  Judah ;  the  iniquity  of  that  rebeUious 
people  was  full :  some  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  that,  was 
the  turn  of  Samaria  and  her  Israelites:  now,  the  staff  is  come  tq 
Wie  doors  of  Babylon ;  even  that,  wherewit^  Judah  was  beaten : . 
and  those  Persians,  which  are  now  victorious,  must  have  their  term 
also.  It  is  in  vain,  for  any  earthly  state  to  promise  to  itself  an 
immutable  condition.  At  fast,  the  rod,  that  scourg^ed  God*s  chil- 
dren, is  cast  into  the  fij?e :  Thou  hast  reniembtredj  O  Lordy  the 
children  of  Edom^  in  the  day  of  Jerusalem  ^  how  they  satdj  Dowr^ 
mth  itf  down  with  it,  even  to  the  ground:  0  daughter  of  BahtfUnj 
Wasted  with  misery ^  how  happy  is  he,  that  rtwardeth  tnee^  as  thoii 
hast  served  them  !  It  is  Cyrus,  that  hath  wrought  this  revenge, 
this  rescue. 

Doubtless,  it  did  not  a  little  move  Cyrus  to  this  favour,  that  he 
found  himself  honourably  forenamed  in  these  Jewish  propheci^, 
and  foreappointed  to  this  glorious  service,  no  less  than  a  hundred 
and  seventy  years  before  he  was  (Is.  xliv.  23.)  VVho  would  not  be 
glad,  to  make  good  so  noble  and  happy  a  destiny  ?  O  God,  if  we 
hear  that  thou  Tiast  ordained  us  to  life,  how  gladly,  how  carefully 
should  we  work  out  our  salvation  !  if  to  go^  works,  how  should 
we  abound ! 

In  the  first  year  of  his  monarchy,  doth  Cyrus  both  make  procla- 
mations, and  publish  them  in  writing  through  all  his  kin|fdam; 
wherein  he  both  professeth  his  zealous  resolutions  and  dosires  to 
build  up  God's  house  in  Jerusalem,  and  enjoins  and  encourages  ^1 
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the  Jews  tlarbtaglk  his  dominions  to  address  them^lves  to  dtat  sa^ 
cred  work,  and  incites  idl  his  subjects  to  aid  them  with  silver,  and^ 
«My  and  goods,  and  beasts.  How  gracious  was  the  commaad  of 
Silt,  whiereof  the  very  allowance  was  a  favour ! 

Was  it  Cyrus,  that  did  this  ?  Was  it  not  thou,  O  God,  ill  whlM^ 
hasA  are  the  heenrts  of  kings,  that  stirredst  up  the  spiril  of  that 
Fofsian ;  as  if  he  had  been  move  than  a  son  of  thy  Cnurch,  a  fi^ 
iher  .^  How  easy  is  it  for  thee,  to  make  very  pagans  protector  t^ 
Ay  Church ;  enemies,  benefactors ! 

Not  with  an  empty  grace,  doth  this  great  king  dismiss  liie  Jews^ 
htt  with  ar  royal  bounty ;  he  brings  forth  $he  vesfeis  of  ike  heiM 
9f  the  Lardy  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  br&ught/4>rth  oui  efJenu 
iaknij  and  had  put  them  in  the  house  of  his  gods ;  and  causes  tfaeai 
to  be  numbered  by  his  trea^rer  to  the  hands  of  Sheshbazuear,  tho 
prince  of  Judah,  for  the  use  of  the  temple ;  no  fewer  than  fivw 
&6nsand  and  four  hundred  vessds  of  gold  and  silver. 

Certainly,  this  great  monarch  wantS  not  wit  to  ttnnk ;  ^'It  is  M 
lich  booty  that  I  find  hi  tlie  temples  of  Babylon  :  br^  the  law  d 
conquest,  it  is  mine :  having  vanquished  their  gods,  I  may  wdl 
thaltenge  their  dpoil.  How  seasonably  doth  it  now  full  into  my 
ImukIs,  upod  this  victory,  to  reM^rd  my  soldiers,  to  settle  my  neW 
empire !  What  if  this  treasure  came  from  Jerusalem  ?  The  projptt^ 
sty  is  now  altered :  the  very  place,  according  to  the  conceit  oftiip 
J^,  hM;h  proftmed  it.  The  true  God,  I  have  heard,  is  curious  )- 
ml)mt  will  abide  those  vessels,  which  hkve  boen  polluted  with  ido^ 
hirous  use9.  It  shall  be  enough,  if  I  loose  the  bonds  of  this  wX^ 
KTsMe  pe6pi6.  If  I  give  liberty,  let  the  next  give  Wealth.  Thw^ 
^tt  think  themselves  happy  in  bare  WaHs,  in  their  native  earm 
To  what  purpose  should  I  pamper  their  penury,  with  a  sudden 

itore  ?;* 

Bat  the  piiMely  heatt  of  tiyrus  would  admit  of  no  Mch  base 
^toilegious  thoughts.  Those  vessels,  that  he  finds  stamped  with 
9od's  mark,  hte  wiB  return  to  their  owner.  Neither  his  own  pcca* 
tt«ns,  nor  their  abuse,  shall  be  any  colour  of  their  det^nntion.  O 
Cyrus,  how  many  close-handed,  gripple-minded  Christians  shall 
WKJe  be  choked  in  jndcment,  with  the  example  of  thy  just  muni-> 
ficence !  Thou  restoreost  that,  which  we  purloin.  Woe  be  to  thos^ 
«mses,  that  are  stored  with  the  spoils  of  God*s  temple !  Woe  be 
totboae  fingers,  that  are  tainted  with  holy  treasures ! 

Kihgs  can  hardly  do  good  alone.  Their  laws  are  not  more  fol* 
lowed,  than  their  examples.  No  sooner  do  the  chief  of  the  fatherl 
of  Jndsii  and  Benjamin  and  the  priests  and  Levites  set  their  fiices 
towards  Jerusalem  for  the  building  of  the  temple,  than  tJie  liberal 
"**ids  of  their  pdgan  neighbours  furnish  them  with  gold,  and  silver^ 
^d  precious  things.  Every  Persian  is  glad  to  be  at  the  charge  6f 
^ying  a  stone  in  God's  house.  The  same  God,  that  had  given 
*^  these  metals  out  of  his  coffers  of  the  earth,  gives  it  out  of 
^'^  coffers  t6  his  temple.  He,  that  took  away  by  the  dialdeed, 
P^es  by  the  Persians.  Where  the  Almighty  intends  a  work,  theta 
^^imot  be  any  want  of  means. 
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Tba$  hearteriedy  thus  laded,  do  the  joyful  hmi\ies  oi'Jndah 
turn  to  their  old  home.  How  many  ttiousands  of  tbeoi  were  woni 
0ut  ud  lo6t,  in  that  seventy  years'  servitude !  How  few  of  tbeot 
yet  survived,  that  could  knovtr  the  place  of  their  birth  a^d  liabitfi- 
tiqo ;  orsay,  **  Here  stood  the  temple,  here  the  palace  V* 

Anv>ngst  those  forty  and  tiyo  thousand  three  hundred  4tnd  three*' 
SQpre  Jew«,  (besides  seiPvants  seven  thousand  three  hiiodred  and 
i(birty-sev«n,j  that  returned  in  this  first  expeditioQ>  there  wore, 
whom  the  confusion  of  their  long  captivity  had  robbed  of  tlieir  pey 
digiP^,  They  kneiv  themselves  Jeivs,  but  could  not  derive  tmir 
nak*  These  > were  yet  admitted,  without^  difficulty  ;  Iwt  those  oi 
the  priestly  tribe,  vhich  could  not  deduce  their  g€;nealQgy  from 
Ibe  tegist^,  ara  c^ieied  as  unclean, 

^  Tb^n,  Qpd  would  be  served  in  ^  b]ood  ;  now,  in  a  due  siicces* 
aioB..  If  vFfi  could  not  fetch  the  line  of  pur  pedigree  from  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  we  were  not  fit  for  the  evangelical  fdtars.  Tbeit 
<;a4ing  was*  by  nature ;  ourfi  by  grace;  the  grace  of  inward  ahi<- 
li(ifSt.pf  oiitH-acd  ordination ;  if  ^9  panRpt  approve  both  tbescj 
V^.^re  justly  abandoned, 

.  Novy  had  ^he  children  of  Israel  takeq  doyrii.their  harps  feavfi  the 
viUpwa  which  greyv  by  the  waters  of  BabylpHi  ^^^  PPu|d>  unhid** 
4w»  aiPg  the  true  spngs  of  their  recovered  Sion; 

They  are  neyHy  settled  in  theii:  old  mausipn^ ;  wbep>  upo^  the 
lint  public  feasti  in  the  antuoin  inmediately  fojloMrmg  their  returo^ 
diey  flock  up  to  Jerusalem.  Tbeir  first  care  i^  their,  public  sapdr 
pee.  That  school  of  their  captivity,  whecein  they  have  been  long 
trained,  hath  taught  them  to  be^in  with  Gc4. '  A  fcaroe4  discon* 
^uaooe  makes  devotipn  more  savoury,  more  sweet,  tq  religious 
hearts ;  whereas,  in  ^n  ppeu  Ireedomi  piety  dc^  tM  ofpa\  laiv> 
guish. 

Joshua  the  priest,  and  Zerubbabel  tiie  prince,  are  fitly  joined 
in.  the  building  of  the  altar :  neither  of  their  hands  may  l>e  out  oi 
that  sacred  work*  No  sooner  is  that  set  uppu  the  bases,  than  it  is 
employed  to  the  daily^  bumt-ofieiiogs-  The  altar  niay  npt  stay  the 
leisure  of  the  temple.  Gpd*s  Church .  may  not  want  her  oblations. 
He  can  be  none  of  the  sons  of  Isra^,  that  doth  uot  every  day  re* 
ttew  his  acknowledgments  of  God, 

How  feelingly  do  these  Jews  keep  their  Fei^st  of  Tabernacles^ 
while  their  sojourning  in  Babylpp  was  still  in  their  thouehts ;  whil§ 
as  yet  their  tents  must  supply  their  ruined  hpuses !  T%^  fitst  ino« 
tions  of  zeal  are  commonly  strong  and  fervent. 
,  How  carefully  do  these  governors  and  priests  make  preparation 
for  God's  temple  !  Carpenters  and  masons  are  hired*  Tynan  workr 
^en  are  again  called  for ;  and  Lebanon  is  now  anew  solicited  for 
oedar  trees. 

The  materials  are  ready.  Every  Israelite  with  #uch  coun^  ad* 
dresses  himself  Xp  this  service,  as  if  his  life  lay  in  those  etoties, 
And.nQw,  whil.e  the  foundation  of  the  temple  was  layingi  the  priestf 
4$tand  in  th^if  habits  with  trumpets,  theLevites  with  cymbals;  in- 
tei-changing  tlieir  holy  music,  and  melodiously  singing  pT^uses  t9 
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ty  God  of  Israd,  who  had  turned  tfa#ir  captivity  as  thu  ttreaitis  in 
the  souths  and  honooired  their  eyes  and  hands  with  the  first  stoiiQi 
of  his  house.  The  people  second  their  songs  with  shouts.  The 
earth  sounds^  and  heaveti  rings^  with. the  joyful  acclamations  of 
the  multitude. 

It  is  no  small  comfort  in  a  good  action^  to  have  begun  welL  The 
estiance  o€  any-  holy  enterpnae  is  conunonly  encountered  with 
msDy  discouragements ;  which,  if  ^^  have '  once  overcome^  tha 
pKsage  b  smooth* 

How  would  these  men  have  shouted  at  the  laying  6a  ot  the  last 
lioife  of  the  battlements,  who  are  thus  joyed  with  laying  the  firft 
«times  of  the  foundation  !  The  end  of  any  thing  is  better  than  tiie 
iKginnin^ :  that  hath  certainty,  this  danger ;  this  labour,  that  resl^ 
Little  <!ba  these  men  .think,  that,  for  all  this,  few  of  them  should 
live  to  see  the  roof.  ^ 

What  dillerent  a£5ectk>ns  shall  we  see  produced  in  men,  by)  the 
stale  ocicasion  f  Theyounger  Jews  shouted  at  this  si^ht;  theeldeir 
wept..  The  younger  shouted  to  see  a  new  foundation ;  the  elder 
wept  to  remember  the  old^  They^  who  had  seen  no  better,  thought 
this  goodly  ;  fthey,  who  had  seen  the  former,  thought  this  meu 
sBdhomely  ;  more  sorrowing  for  what  they  had  lost,  than  rejoicing 
ia  so  unequal  a  reparation. 

As  it  may  fall  out,  it  is  some  piece  of  misery,  to  have  been  hap^ 
|Her.  £very  abatement  of  the  degrees  of  our  former  height  lays 
uegeto  our  thankfulness,  for  lesser  mercies.  Sometimes^  it  proves 
an  advantage,  -to  have  known  no  better.  He  shall  more  comforta* 
Uy  eaioy  pire^ent  benefits^  who  takes  them  as  they  are,  without 
^.  other  compacisons,  than  of  the  weakness  of  liis  own  deservings» 
It  IS  nothing  to  me,  what  myself  or  others  have  been,  so  I  be  now 
vdl.  Neither  is  it  otherwise  in  particulate  churches:  tf  one  be 
isore  gloriously  built  than  another,  yet,  if  the  foundation  be  rights 
\f  laidin  both»  one  may  not  insult,  the  other  may  not.  repine :  each 
fttost  congratvdate  the  truth  to  other  ;  each  must  thankiuUy  oi^oy 

The  noise  was  not  more  loud,  than  confused*  Hedre  was  a  dis«> 
<!Oidaat  mixture  of  lamentation  and  shouting.  It  was  hard  to  say 
whether  drowned  the  other. 

This  assembly  of  Jews  was  a  true  image  of  God^s  Church  on 
^^h;  one  sings,  another  cries ;  never  doui  it  all  either  laugh  or 
moam  at  once.  It  shall  be  in  our  triumph,  that  all  tears  shall  be 
^^p^  from  our  eyes ;  till  then,  our  passions  must  be  mixed,  ac. 
cording  to  the  occasions. 

The  Jews  are  busy  at  work  ;  not  more  full  of  joy,  than  hopes : 
^d  now  that  the  walls  begin  to  overlook  the  earth,  their  thoughta 
*^eni  to  overlook  the  walls*;  J3ut  what  great  enterprise  was  ever  set 
^  foot  for  God,  which  found- not  some  crosses  ? 

,  Theie  was  a  mongrel  brood  of  Samarit-Assyrians,  which,  ever 
fiiiM:ethe  days  of  Sennacherib,  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Israel ;  wlio^e 
xctigioQ  was  a.  patched  coat  of  several  shreds ;  some  little  pait 
•l^wisb,  the  rest  i'agan,  not  without  much  variety  of  idolatry. 

These  hollow  neighbours  proHfer  their  assistaucg  to  the  Ciiimi\!a 
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usyt  do ;  and  do  sacrifice  ie  kirn.  Might  men  be  their  own  jodges, 
iliere.would  be  no  heresy  in  the  world,  no  nmworsbip.  It istrtie, 
liiese  men  djki  sacrifice  to  the  true  God,  The  lions  taught  tbem  ta 
8eek,  and  the  Israelitish  priest  taught  them  to  find,  the  fmsliionft  of 
^e  Godof  the  land.  Some  of  these  Jews  knew  their  defifotian  of 
old.  They  servaed  brael's  God ;  but  with  their  own.  As  good  nm 
»£od,  as  too  many. 

In  a  just  indignation  therefore,  do  these  Jewish  governors  rep^ 
partnership  of  such  helpers ;  You  have  nothing  to  do  wiih  us, 
J0  -bnild  an  house  to  our  Gwl ;  but  we  oursehes  together  'Will  bvM 
mntothe  Lord  God  of  Israeli  The  hand  of  an  idolater  is  coota* 
^ioQs*  Yety  had  it  been  to  the  building  of  some  fortress  or  com* 
moa-hall,  perhaps  their  aid  had  not  been  refused ;  but  wbea  the 
walls  of  God's  house  are  to  be  raised,  this  society  had  been  piaculark 
.  Those,  that  may  not  be  allowed  to  help  the  work,  will  aak  no 
feare  to  hinder  it :  their  maUcious  suggestions  weaken  Uie  hands  ef 
the  people  of  Judab,  and  stir  up  authority  to  suppress  them.  • 

Cyrus  was  for  off;  neither  lived  belong  after  that  gracious  com- 
saisKion ;  and  besides  was  so  taken  up  the  ^ile  with  his  waiB^  that 
he  could' not  have  leisure  to  sift  those  querulous  accusations.  Now 
therefore,  during  the  last  years  of  Cyrus,  and  the  reign  of  bis  son 
Ounbyses,  and  Uie  long  government  of  Darius  Histaspides,  and  of 
his  son  Xerxes  or  Ahasuerus,  and  lastly  of  his  son  Artaxerxes,  im* 
til  the  days  of  Darius  Nothus,  which  was  no  less  than  five  succes- 
sions of  Icings  besides  Cyrus,  do  the  waUs  of  the  temple  stand 
^tiil,  3^ea  He  waste ;  subject  to  the  wron^  of  time,  and  weather ; 
die  fit  matter  of  sorrow  to  the  Jews,  insiM^ation  to  the  enemies,  de- 
risiim  to  passengers. 

What  >a  wide  gap  of  time  was  here,  betwixt  the  foundation  of 
God's  house,  and  the  battlements !  Hew  large  a  trial  docb  Ged 
now  secondly  take  of  the  ftiith,  of  the  patience,  of  bis  people  ? 
How^laorgea.  proof  doth  he  give  of  his  own  long^uffaring  \  OGod 
when  thou  hadst  but  one  house  upon  earth,  thou  wert  content  to 
put  up  delays,  yea  affronts  in  the  building  of  it:  now  thon  hast 
many,  it  is  no  marvel,  if  thy  longanimity  aad  justice  abide  some 
of  them  tp  lie  desolate.  They  are  not  stones,-  nor  metds,-  nor  men, 
«hat can  make  thee  more  glorious:  thou  best  knowest,>when  to 
serve  tbysdf  of  all  these ;  when  to  honour  these  with  thy  service. 

A  small  matter  binders  the  worthiest  action  :  as  a  little  fish,  tiiej 
«>y«  stays  the  greatest  ship.  Before,  the  i^  wei«  <luo«unged 
With  words ;  but  now  they  are  stopped  by  commands. 

These  envious  Samaritans  have  corrupted  the  governors,  which 
'the  Persian  kings  set  over  those  parts ;  tmd  from  their  hands  have 
•obtained  letters  of  deep  calumniation,  to  Ahasuenis  tbefcing;  and 
ai^erhim,  to  his  son  Artaxerxes :  wherein  Jenisalem  iscnai^ged 
with  old  rebellion  to  kin« ;  and  for  proof,  appellation  is  made  t0 
the  records;  from  which  evidence,-  is  spiteratly  inferred,  that  if 
these  walls  be  onCe  built,  the  king  shall  receive  no  tribete  on  this 
side  the  river.  Never  was  God's  Cnnrch  but  subject  to  reproachesw 

Princes  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  their  rights.  The  records 
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lite  aeftrcted.  It  soon  appears,  ihtst,  within  mu>  ^»ntiiry  of  yearly 
Jerusalem  had  rebelled  against  Nebuchadnezzar ;  andiieldouttwo 
years*  A^ge  of  that  great  Babylonian.  The  scaiukl  of  dtdoyailjr 
h  perpetual :  i^hough  indeed  they  bekl  him  ratiier  a  {U'enailing 
^flemy,  than  a  lawfal  sovereign.  One  act  diftfiafagefts  ^etther  'pkoa, 
■or  person  9  to  dl  posterities.  Therefore  dhail  the  iv^aHs  4f  JcadMA*' 
Icih  Ire  waste,  because 'it  had  once  been  'tveach^rooB.  After  a'luaii* 
died  years,  doth  that  city  rue  dne  perfidious  act  of  Zodekiah,  J'ide- 
•lity  to  our  goremcHrs  is  ever  both  safe  and  honourable). 

Comuiand  is  now  sent  out  from  Artaxerxes,  (surmmed  'Long* 
iMucf)  evtet&^the^ou'of  qwsen  Esther,  to  restrain  the  vrcfk.  AU^m- 
spects  must  cease  with  carnal  minds,  whan  their  honours^and  pi9« 
fits 'are  in  question.  ]tehuikitheehapcelior,and.Shittishai'the'<cnbe^ 
-^omenow^armed  with  Hdthority.  The  sword  liath  easily  ^prawiied 
^'^ashst  the  troweL  Still  do  the  Jews  find  themseh'^s,  as'>itwi»e, 
*^iptives-at  home ;  aad  in^silenee  and  sorrow,  c&tse  fnim^'theiri la- 
bours, until  the  days  of  tlife  n^sct  Successor,  Darius  Nothus, 

As  thbse  that  had  learned  to^sow  sifter  a'bad  crop,  tbMe' Jiaws, 
"^liKMi  the  change  6f  the 'prinee,'bT  the'enconragement  of  Ihe  pro- 
'phets  of  6od,  Haggai  and  Z^ehariah,  take  new  heait  to  birill 
•^ain.  If  x}tbers*  power  hinder  us  in  the  work  of  60d,  Ottrwill  may 
'a6tbe  guilty, 

Thrir  new  goternoi^s  cdine,  as  befote^to  expoatulate;  *^'Wka 
hath  ctnmUmded you  io  buttd  this  house ^  o/nd  to  make  up'ikiswsUf? 
and  what  are  your  names'?'*  They  wisely  and  modestly  plemi  the 
service  of'  the  God  of*  Heav^,  the  decree  <tf  Cyrus ;  still  'persM. 

Xy  buiid,  as  if  the^ptobifbition  of  Artadctrxes^had  dted^wkbdte 
r.  ' 

The  um^partial  sovemors  do  neither  elaw  nor  ^d?ca6li«ffatB;'tpit 

'^obtifill^Vhehtimbleiiiid  just^nswer  (sf  the  Jovrs,  UiOve  Ulekinjg 

thattiearch  kitay  b^ maAleIn  the  rolls ^f'Buby Ion,  wh^riier  miab^ 

ediet  were  made  by^  Oynis ;  and  require  his  ifoyal  pkaumrc,  con*- 

^^emlHg  the  vadidity  '<^f  sticha  pretended  d^ree.  Darius  isearohtt, 

finds,  ratifies,  enlargeth  it ;  not  only  cbairging  his  ^dffloen  not  to 

hbder  the  ivork,  but  commanding  to4evv  sums  of  his  own'tribute^ 

beyond'  the  river,  for  the  expences  of  the-  building, '  for '  tbo^  fur- 

i^iahhig  of  sacrifices ;  threatening  utter  reiin  to'  the  bouse  of  tiM 

iQtn,  and  death^to  bis^rs6nj  who  should^  o£^r  to  impaadh  this 

bounty ;  and  shutting  up  with  a  zealous  imprecation,  ThdGsd  t^ 

*Btav€n  thai  hoik-  caused  his  name  to  dwell  there  y  destroy  all  Joings 

^ttnd  ptopki  that  shall  put  to  their  hand  to  alter  and  to  destroy  tku 

house  Of  Gad,  which  is  at  Jerusalan :  I  Darius  have  made  a  decrea ; 

let  itie  done  with  speed. 

•Who  would  have  looked  for  such  an  edict  from  a  Persian  ?  No 
'^lomon,  no  David;  could  have  said  more.  The  Ruler  of  «U  Maatts 
'Bildiiei^eholce  dPhis-own-instrumonts ;  and,  when  he  pleaseth,*  can 
glorify  himself  by  those  .means,  which  are  least  expected.  .That 
[ticrea'work,  ^faich  the  husband-and  «on  of  an  Esther  orossed,  shall 
'be  happily  accomplished  by  a  Darius. 

lorthe  sixth  year  of  his  reign^  is  the  temple  of  God  fully  finisk^ 
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cd ;  and  now,  the  dedication  of.  it  is  celebrated,  hy  a  ioyful  fcmeL 
A  hundred  bullocks,  two  hundred  lains,  four  hundrea  lambs,  in  a 
.meet  ph>portioD,  smoke  upon  their  altars.  And  now,  the  Children 

^of  the.  Captivity  think  this  day  a  sufficient  payment  for  all  their 

)  sorrows,  We  have  reason  to  think  it  the  fair^t  dav  that  ever  shone 
forth  to  usj  wherein  the  spiritual  building  of  God  s  house  is  raised 

.up  in  wr  soub.  How  should  we  shout  at  the  layine  of  this  foun- 

.  dation,^  and  feast  at  the  laying  on  of  the  roof !  What  other,  what 
better  sacrifice  can  we  offer  up  to  God,  in  the  sense  of  our  joy^ 
than  ourselves  ?  Let  our  hearts  be,  at  once,  the  temple,  the  altar, 
the  sacrifice.  O  God,  be  thou  glorified  in  all  these,  who  hast  gra- 

.ciously  honoured  all  these  with  thyself. 

Every  holy  feast  is  n^w  duly  kept ;  the  priests  know  their  divi* 

rsions,  the  Levites  their  courses ;  and  the  whole  service  of  God  is 
put  into  a  settled  order.  But,  as  there  can  be  no  new  beginnings 
without  imperfection,  nor  long  contini^ce  without  oorniption ; 
reformation  is  no  less  necessary  than  eood  institutions. 

Artaxerxes  Mnemon  (the  mindful)  hath  learned  of  his  father 
Darius,  to  befriend  God^s  people ;  and  strives  to  inherit  his  bene- 
ficence. Under  his  government,  is  Ezra,  the  priest  and  learned 

jcribe,  sent  with  a  large  commission  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem^ 
to  inquire  into  the  wants,  and  redress  the  disorders,  of  the  Jews; 

•  with  full  power,  not  only  to  carry  with  him  all  the  voluntaries  of 
his  nation,  and  the  treasures  contributed  in  all  the  province  of  Ba- 
bylon, but  to  raise  such  sums,  out  of  the  kipg's  revenues,  as  should 

.  be  found  requisite ;  and  withal,  to  ordain  magistrates  and  judges, 
and  to  crown  the  laws  with  due  execution,  wnethe^  to  death,  or 
banishment,  or  confiscation  ;  and  lastly,  with  a  large  exemption  of 
the  priests  and  Levites,  and  all  the  inferior  officers  of  the  temple,, 
from  all  tolls,  tributes,  customs.  Nothing  wanted  here,  whether 
for  direction  or  encouragement.  It  is  a  si^  of  God^s  great  favour 
to  any  nation,  when  the  nearts  of  sovereign  governors  are  niisq4 
up,  both  to  the  choice  of  worthy  agenu,  and  to  the  commanding  of 
pious  and  restorative  actions.  ^        .  / 

Holy  and  careful  Ezra  gathers  a  new  colony  of  Jews  ^  takes  view 
of  them  at  the  river  of  Ahava ;  and,  finding  a  miss  of,  the  sous  pf 
Levi,  (without  whom  no  company,  noplantationcanbe  complete,) 
•mds  for  their  supply ;  and  now  fully  farnished,  he  proclaims  a 
Fast  in  the  way. 

I  do  not  hear  him  say ;  '^  The  journey  is  long  and  dangerous. 
The  people  have  need  of  all  their  strength.  I  could  well  wish  us 
aU  afflioted  with  a  Religious  Fast,  were  it  not  that  the  abatement  of 
the  courage  and  vigour  of  the  multitude  ma^  endanger  our  sue-  * 
cess/'  But,  without  all  these  carnal  consultations,  he  begins  with 
this  solemn  act  of  huqiiUation.  It  is  better^  to  have  God  strong 
in  our  weakness,  than  to  have  flesh  and  blood  strong  in  His  neg" 
kct. 

Artaxerxes  was  a  patron,  of  the  Jews,  yet  a  Pagan  by  professioo* 
Wise  Ezra  was  afraid  or'  quenching  those  sparks  of  piety,  which 
lie  deseried  in  this  semi-proselyte.  liather,  therefore,  than.be^wiU 
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• 

Ked  to  imply  a  distrust  in  the  proridence  of  that  God,  in  whose 
leirice  he  went^  by  seeking  a  convoy  of  soldiers  from  the  king» 
Esra  chooses  to  put  himself  ujloti  the  hazard  of  the  way,  and  the 
iminediate  protection  of  the  Almighty.  Any  death  w^re  better/ 
dutn  to  hiear  Artiixerxes  say^  '^  Is  this  the  man  that  so  confidently 
toU  me^  The  hand  of  out  God  is  upon  all  them  for  ^ood  that  seek 
him ;  but  his  power ^  and  his  xitrath^  is  against  all  them  that  for-^ 
take  kith  f  Doth  he  believe  himself)  that  he  thus  doubts^  ere  he  be* 
gin  ?  Dare  he  not  trust  his  Giod  with  his  own  businesses  V* 

The  resolutions  of  faithfbi  hearts  are  heroical.  No  h^then  man 
slttfi  stumble  at  Ezra^s  fear.  He  can  find  more  assurance  in  his  fast, 
than  in  a  Persiah  band.  With  a  courageous  reliance  upon  the  hand 
of  Ids  God,  he  puts  himself  into  the  journey ;  and  nnds  nothing 
bat  safety  and  success.  The  fidelity  of  the  Almighty  never  disap* 
pointed  the  confidence  of  his  servants^  All  the  army  of  Arta%erxes 
could  not  have  been  so  strong  a  guard  to  the  Jews,  aa  their  invisi- 
ble protection. 

In  the  space  of  four  months,  is  Ezra,  and  his  company,  happily 
toived  at  Jerusalem ;  where  he  joys  to  see  the  new  temple  and  his 
old  coUe^ues :  and  now,  having  delivered  up  the  charge  of  his 
treasure  by  weight  in  the  chambers  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  he 
applies  himself  to  his  work,  and  delivers  the  king^*s  commission  to 
rae  lieutenants  and  governors,  for  their  utmost  assistance. 

The  princes  of  Judah  do  not,  for  ought  I  hear,  repine  at  the; 
large  patent  granted  to  this  priest ;  nor  say,  ^^  What  doth  a  man 
of  this  robe  meddle  with  placing  or  displacing  magistrates  ?  wiUi 
executions  of  judgments  to  death,  bonds,  banishment  ?"  But  ra« 
ther,  as  congratulating  this  power  to  sacred  hands,  gladly  present 
tiRto  him  all  their  grievances.  Truly  religious  hearts  cannot  gprudge 
anyhonour  to  th^ir  spiritual  guides. 

This  holy  commissioner  is  soon  welcomed  with  a  sad  bill  of  com- 
plaint, from  some  good  peers  of  Israel ;  wherein  they  charge  di- 
vers of  the  priests,  Levites,  people,  not  to  have  separated  them- 
selves  from  die  idolatrous  inhabitants  of  the  lands,  nor,  therefore^ 
^m  their  abominations,  even  from  Canaanites,  Hittites,  Peris* 
sites,  and  the  rest  of  those  branded  nations ;  that  they  have  taken 
of  their  daughters  for  themselves,  and  for  their  sons :  so'that  the 
bolv  seed  have  mingled  themselves  with  those  forbidden  peopie ; 
m,  (which  made  the  matter  so  much  more  heinous,  less  remedi'- 
tbie,)  that  the  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers  hath  been  chirf  in 
t^  trespass, 

0  hypocritical  Jews,  did  ye  refuse  to  suffer  your  Samaritan 
neighbours  to  join  withyou  in  building  a  liveless  house  unto  God, 
ttuf  do  ye  now  join  affinity  with  a  more  accursed  generation  for 
the  building  of  nvinff  houses  unto  posterity  ?  for  the  pulling  down 
of  the  lively  house  of  God  ? 

How  coiud  Earmhear  this  with  his  clothes,  his  hair,  his  beard  un^ 
torn  ?  What  grief^  what  astonishment  must  this  news  needs  bring 
to  a  zeabus  heart?  And,  were  it  not  that  the  conidenoe  pf  m 
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sincere  respect  of  God's  glory  relieved  hiniy  how  could  Ezra  chuse 
but  repent  of  his  journey ;  and  say,  '^  Am  I  eom^  from  Babylon^ 
to  find  paganism  in  Judah?  Did  I  leave  Persians,  to  meet  with 
Canaanites  i  'What  do  I  here,  if  Jer'usalem  be  removed  i  How 
much  better  were  a  clear  captivity,  than  an  idolatrous  freedom  ? 
Woe  is  me,  that,  having  left  many  Jewish  hearts  in  Babylon,  I  now 
am  forced  to  find  heathen  blood  in  Jerusalem  P* 

As  a  man  distracted  with  sorrow,  Ezra  sits  down  upon  the  eartli, 
with  his  garments  rent,  with  the  hair  of  his  head  and  beatd  plucked 
off,  wrin^ine  his  })ands,  knocking  his  breast,  not  movino;^  from  his 
place  until  the  evening  sacrifice.  It  is  hard  to  be  too  much  affected, 
with  the  public  sins  of  God's  people.  Those,  who  find  themselyes 
in  the  ship  of  God^s  Church,  cannot  but  be  much  troubled,  with 
every  dangerous  leak  that  it  takes.  Common  cases  are  not  more 
neglected  by  the  careless,  than  taken  to  heart  by  the  wise  and  godly. 

There,,  and  thus,  Ezra  sits  astonied  until  the  evening  sacrifice. 
Others  resorted  to  him  the  while,  even  all  that  trembled  at  the 
words  of  the  God  of  Israel ;  but  to  help  on  his  sorrow,  not  to  re- 
lieve ;  neither  doth  any  man  wish  a  mitigation  of  his  own,  or  others^ 
grief. 

At  last,  he  rises  up  from  his  heaviness,  and  casts  himself  up6nr 
his  knees^  and  spreads  out  his  hands  unto  the  Lord  his  God. 
Wherefore  was  all  that  pensiveness,  fasting,  silence,  tearing  of 
hair  and  clothes,  but  to  sQVve  as  a  meet  preface  to  liis  prayers  ? 
wherein  he  so  freely  pours  out  his  heart,  as  if  it  had  been  all  dis- 
solved into  devotion ;  professing  bis  shame  to  lift  up  his  face  to- 
wards  the  Throne  of  God  ;  confessing  the  iniquitses  of  his  people, 
which  were  increased  over  tlieir  heads,  and  grown  up  unto  heaven; 
fetchic^  thehr  trespass  far,  and  charging  them  deep ;  feelingly  ac-^ 
knowledging  the  just  hand  that  had  followed  them^  in  aU  their 
judgments,  and  the  just  confusion  wherein  they  now  stand  before 
the  face  of  their  God. 

*  Tears  and  si^hs  and  grovflhngs  accompanied  his  prajrers;  the 
example  and  noise  whereof  drew  Israel  into  a  participation  of  this 
public  mourfiing.  For  the  people  vepl  veiy  sore.  How  can  they 
ohuse  ln>t  think,  ^^  If  he  thus. lament  for  us,  hdw  sbould  we  grieve 
forouwdves?" 

'  Jkll  JNdfldi  went  away  merrily  with  their  sin,  tiU  this  check  of 
'Ezm  :  now  they  are  afflicted.  Had  not  the  hands  of  the  peers  been 
in.  this  trespass, .  the  people  had  not  been  guilty  :  haa  not  the 
cheeks  of  Ezra  befen  first  drenched  with  tears,  the  people  had  riot 
beeti penitenit  It  cannot  bespoken,  what  powef  there  is  in  a^gteat 
exampte,  whether  to  evil  or  good. 

1  Pn^ers  and  tears  are  nomin^,  witihotit  endeavoiors.  Sheoaniab, 
tli^tiM  of  J^iel,  fats  the  first  life  into  this  bosniess.  Htfving  se- 
conded the  complaint  of  Ezra,  he  now  addsy  Kr/  thet)e  is  hape  m 
Imiii  eonaerning  tiis  thing.  Now  Aer^ore  let  us  mate  u  c^'^ 
i9ant  wUh  tfUT  QwL  to  pit  axxmtf  all  the  wiees^  ani  smh  as  are  borntf 
fkemX,  Arise ^  for  this  matter  iilongrth  U  thee ;.  ate  al9§  will  ie  taith 
thee  :  be  of  good  courage ^  and  da.it ^ 


\¥b6n  niischief  is  once  done,  the  chief  care  is^  hov  td  redress  it. 
^he  be9t  way  of  redress,  is,  the  deliberate  undoing  of  that,  whkh 
we  bare  rashly  committed.  The  surest  obligation  to  the  undoing 
of  an  evil  ^t,  is,  an  oath  or  covenant  made  with  God  ior  the  per* 
formance. 

There  is  no  man  so  wise,  but  he  may  make  use  of  good  counseL 
There  is  no  man  so  forward,  but  he  may  abide  ineitation.  It  is  no 
Aoall  encouragement,  to  see  a  liearty  assistance  in  an  envious. and 
^Afficult  service :  Then  arose  Exra^  and  made  the  chirfpriestty  ihe 
LmttSy  and  all  Israel,  to  swear  thai  they  should  do  accardiag  to 
■ihis  word. 

It  is  half  done,  that  is  thus  assured.  There  was  need  of  a  strong 
Dower  to  dissolve  a  matrimonial,  though  inordinate  .love.  Doubt- 
Jess,  tbeK  men  had  married  out  of  sSSbction.  Their  hearts  wens 
ao  le»  set  upon  these  wives,  though  heathenbh^  than  if  they  had 
'  fae^i  of  their  own  tribes ;  aeither  were  their  children,  thus  begot^ 
ten,  less  dear  unto  them,  than  if  they  had  lain  in  Jewish  womb^. 
Nothing  less  than  an  oath  of  Ood  therefore,  could  quit  these  pas* 
aions :  that  is  both  required  and  taJcen« 

Now  begins  Ezra  to  conceive  some  hope  of  present  redress ;  the 
comfort  whereof,  yet,  cannot  turn  off  ins  sorrow  for  the  offence 
passed  :  he  neith^  eats  bread,  nor<kinks  water ;  willingly,  punish- 
ing himself,  because  Israel  had  sinned.  Now  shaU  his  countrymen 
ca^y  read  in  his  fitce  their  own  penance  and  just  humiliation ; 
and  say,  **  This  man  t^kes  no  joy  in  our  suffbcings ;  he  would  not 
smart  thus  for  us,  if  he  did  not  descry  more  danger  towards  us,  than 
we  can  apprehend." 

PrDcIamation  is  made  through  Judah  and  Jorusalem,  under  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  substance  and  excommunication  from  God's  peo- 
ple, that  all  the  Children  of  the  Captivity  should  gather  themselves 
together  unto  Jerusalem.    They  are  met  accordingly. 

The  courts  of  God's  house  are  thronged  witii  penitents ;  and 
now,  as  if  the  heaven  would  teach  them  wnat  to  do,  the  clouds  rain 
down  abundance  of  tears.  What  with  those  sad  showers,  what 
with  their  inward  remorse,  the  people  sit  trembling  in  the  open 
courts ;  and  humbly  wait  for  the  reproof,  for  the  sentence  of  Ezra. 
He  rises  up,  and,  with  a  severe  countenance,  lays  before  them  their 
sin,  their  amends:  the  sin  of  their  strange  wives ;  the  amends  of 
their  confession,  of  their  separation :  not  sparine  to  search  thear 
wound.;  not  neglecting  the  meet  plaister  for  their  cure.  The 
people,  as  willing  to  be  healed,  yield  themselves  patiently  to  that 
rough  hand,  not  shrinking  at  the  pain,  or  favouring  the  sore;  ^tis 
thou  hast  sauif  so  must  we  do ;  only  craving  a  fit  proportion  of 
time,  and  a  due  assistance  for  the  dispatch  of  so  long  and  impor« 
tantawork. 

•    Ezra  gladly  hearkens  to  this,  not  so  much  request,  as  counsel  of 
IsraeL   The  .charge  is  divided  to  men,  and  days,   ^or  two  months* 

re,  the  commissioners  sit  close ;  add. within  that  compass,  finisb^ 
busineBs,  not  more  thankless  dian  necessary. 
Doubtless^  iQuch  variety  of  passion  met  with  them,  in  this  busjr 
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ser^e.  Here,  you  should  have  seen  an  aflfecticmate  husband  bif" 
terly  weeping  at  the  dismission  of  a  toving  wife,  and  drowning  his 
lastfax^ewell  in  sobs :  therci  you  might  have  seen  a  passionate  wife, 
han^ng  upon  the  arms  of  her  beloved  husband  ;  and,  on  her  knees, 
conjuring  him,  by  bis  former  vows  and  the  dear  pledges  of  their 
loves ;  and  poffering  with  many  teara,  to  redeem  the  loss  of  her 
busbandi  with  the  change  of  her  religion.  Hereyyou  might  have 
seen  the  kindred  and  parents  of  the  dismissed,  shutting  up  their  de« 
hied  suits  with  rage  and  threats :  there,  the  abandoned  children 
kneeling  to  their  seemingly-cruel  father,  beseeching  him  not  to 
cast  off  the  fruit  of  his  own  loins ;  and  expostulating,  what  they 
have  offend^  in  being  his.  The  resolved  Israelites  must  be 
deaf  or  blind  to  these  moving  objects ;  and  so  far  forget  nature, 
as  to  put  off  part  of  diemselves/  Personal  inconveniences  have 
.reason  to  yield  to  public  mischiefs.  Long  entertainment  makes 
that  sin  hard  to  be  gected,  whose  first  motions  might  have  been  re- 
.pelled  with  ease. 

Had  not  the  prohibition  of  these  marriages  been  express,  and 
their  danger  and  mischief  palpable,  the  care  of  their  separation 
had  not  bred  so  much  tumult  m  Israel.  He,  that  ordained  matri- 
mony, had,  upon  fearful  curses^  forbidden  an  unequal  yoke  with 
infidels.  Besides  the  marrine  of  the  Church  by  the  mixture  of  an 
unholy  seed,  reHgion  suflerea  for  the  present,  and  all  good  hearts 
with  it.  Many  tears,  many  sacrifices  need  to  expiate  so  foul  an 
offence,  and  to  set  Israel  straight  again. 

All  this  while,^even  these  mesline  Jews  were  yet  forward  tp^build 
the  temple.  The  worst  sinners  may  yield  an  outward  conformity 
to  actions  of  piety.  Ezra  hath  done  more  service  in  pulling  down, 
than  the  Jews  in  building :  without  this  act,  the  temple  might 
have  stood,  religion  must  needs  have  fallen ;  Babel  had  been  trans* 
lated  to  Jerusalem,  Jews  had  turned  Gentiles.  Oh  happy  endea* 
vours  of  devout  and  holy  Ezra,  that  hath  at  once  restored  Judah 
to  God,  and  to  itself  !  Ezra. 


N£HEMIAH  building  the  walls  of  JERUSALEM. 

Thirteen  years  were  now  passed,  since  £zra*s  going  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem ;  when  Nehemiah,  the  religious  courtier  of.  Artaxerxes,  in- 
quires of  the  estate  of  his  country,  and  brethren  of  Judea. 

He  might  well  find  that  holy  scribe  had  not  been  idle.  The  coov- 

-mission  of  Artaxerxes  had  been  improved  by  him  to  the  utmost. 

Disorders  were  reformed,  but  the  walls  lay  waste :  the  temple  was 

.built,  but  the  city,  was  ruinous ;  and  if  some  streets  were  repaired-, 

yet  rfiey  stood  unguarded  ;  open  to  the  mercy  of  an  enemy,  to 

'  the  infestation  of  ill  neigbbouriiood.  Great  bodies  must  have  slow 

motions :  as  Jerusalem,  so  the  Church  of  God,  whose  type  it  was, 

must  be  finished  by  leisure.. 

Nehemiah  sate  warm  in  the  court  at  Shushan,  favoured  by  the 
great  king  Artaxerxes*    Nothing  could  be  wanting  to  him»  whe- 
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tber  for  pleasure  or  state.  W^t  needed  he  to  trouble  his  head, 
with  thoughts  for  Jerusalem  ?  What  if  those  remote  walls  lay  on 
))eaps,  while  himself  dwelt  fair  ?  What  if  his  far-distant  country^ 
men  be  despised^  while  himself  is  honoured  by  the  great  monarch 
of  the  world  ?  It  is  not  so  easy,  for  gracious  dispositions  to  turn 
off  the  public  calamities  of  God  s  •  Church :  neither  can  they  do 
other,  than  lose  their  private  feUcities,  in  the  common  distresses  of 
the  universal  body.  If  I  forget  theCj  O  Jerusalem,  let  my  right 
handfa9ge(  her  cunning ;  if  J  do  7wt  rtmemher  thee^  let  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  ^  my  mouth. 

Many  Jews  went  up  from  Babylon  and  Shushan,  to  Jerosalem; 
^w  ever  returned  voluntarily  from  their  native  home,  to  the  re- 
^on  of  their  captivity.  Some  occasion  drew  Hanani,  with  certain 
jOthers  of  Judah,  to  this  voya^e^  Of  tliem  doth  Nebemiah  care* 
fiilly  inquire  the  present  condition  of  Jerusalem.  It  was  no  news^ 
that  the  people  were  afflicted  and  reproached,  the  wa)ls  broken 
down,  the  gates  burnt  with  fire.  Even  since  the  furious  devasti^-^ 
tion  of  Neouzaradan,  that  city  knew  not  better  terms.  Seldom 
when  doth  the  spiritual  Jerusalem  fare  otherwise,  in  respect  of 
outward  estate?  External  glory,  and  magnificence,  is  an  unsure. 
note  of  the  Church. 

Well  had  Neh<sqfiiah  hoped,  that  the  gracious  edict  and  bene6«. 
icence  of  Darius,  and  th^  9uc$:;e8sive  p$it)*onfLge  of  lus  lord  Artax. 
erxes,  had,  by  the  continuance  of  ti^enty  yeajrs"  favour,  advance4 
^  strength  and  elorv  of  Jerusalem ;  but  poiv,  finding  the  holy 
ci^  to  lie  still  in  the  dust  of  her  confusion,  negjiected  of  jGro4>  de? 
qnsed  of  men,  he  sits  down  and  weeps,  and  mourns,  and  fast^, 
and  prays  to  the  Qod  of  Heaven.  How  many  saw  those  ruins,, 
and  were  little  affected  !  He  liears  of  them  aiur  off,  ^d  is  thus 
passionate.  How  many  were  upon  this  sight  affected  fvith  a  fruit- 
less sorrow !  His  mourning  is  joined  with  the  endeavours  of  re^ 
(dress^  In  vain  is  that  grief,  which  hath  no  other  end  than  itself 

Nebeqaiah  is  resolved  to  kneel  to  the  king  his  master,  for  the  rer 
pair  of  his  Jerusalem,  fife  dares  not  attempt  the  suit,  till  he  have 
begun  with  God.  This  good  courtier  knew  well,  that  the  hearts, 
of  these  earthly  kings  afe  in  the  overruling  hand  of  the  King  of 
Heaven,  to  incline  ytrlilther  he  pleaseth.  Our  prayers  are  the  only 
true  means  to  make  yray  for  our  success.  If,  in  all  our  occa- 
sions, ^e  do  not  begin  with  the  First  Mover,  the  course  is  prepos- 
terous, and  commonly  speeds  tliereafter. 

Who  dares  censure  the  piety  of  courtiers,  lyhen  he  finds  Nehe# 
miah  standing  before  Artaxerxes  ?  Even  the  Persian  palace  is  not 
uncapable  of  a  saint.  No  man,  that  yvaits  on  the  altar  at  Jerusa-  , 
lem,  can  comp^e  for  zea)  ivith  Iiiqi}  that  waits  on  the  cup  of  a 
pann  mouarph.  Tb^  i^ercies  of  God  are  unlin^ted  to  places,  to 
cainngs. 

Thus  armed  with  devotions,  doth  Nebemiah  put  himself  into 
the  presence  of  his  master  Artaxerxes.  His  face  was  overclouded 
)vitha  deep  tfadness ;  neither  was  he  willing  to  clear  it.  The 
)dng  easily  notes  the  disparity  of  thp  countenance  oC  tlie  beareri 
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and  the  wine  tliat  h^ bears ;  and,  in  a  gracious  ftjuiUairitys  ^"^  ^^^ 
reason  of  such  unwonted  change.  How  wdl  it  becomes  the  great^ 
to  stoop  unto  a  courteous  afiability ;  and  to  exchange  w^rds  of  re^ 
specty  even  with  their  humble  Taiisals ! 

Nebemiah  had  not  been  so  long  in  the  eourt,  but  he  knew  that 
princes  like  no  other,  than  cheerful  atfeendamsj;  nmther  was  he 
wont  to  bring  any  other  &ce  into  that  piesei^e,  thw  ^inQQtb  and 
smiling. 

Greatness  uses  to  be  full  of  suspicion ;  and,  wheve  it  sees  ft  de* 
jection  and  sourness  of  the  brows,  is  ready  to  apprehend  some 
suBen  thoughts  of  discontentment ;  or,  at  the  least,  ^onstraes  it 
fiOi*  a  disr^pect  to  that  sovereignty,  whose  beaips  (ihould  be  of 
|>ow6r  to  disperse  all  our  inward  mists. 

Even  gooa  manners  forbid  a  man  to  piett  into  the  presenpe  of  a 
prince,  except  he  can  either  lay  by  these  unpleasiug  passions,  or 
Aide  them.  So  had  Nehemiah  nitnerto  done :  now,  he  purposely 
suffers  bis  sorrow  to  look  throueh  bis  eyes,  that  it  may  wotk  boui 
inquiry  and  compassion  from  ms  master:  neither  doth  he  ful  of 
tiis  hopes  in  either ;  Why  ts  thy  cfrnnUnance  sad^  vdng  thou  art 
not  sick  f  How  sensible  do  we  think  the  Father  of  Mercies  i4 
of  all  pur  pensive  thoughts,  when  a  heathen  master  is  so  tender  of 
a  servant^s  grief  ?  How  ready  shoidd  pur  tongues  be,  to  lay  open 
our  cares  to  the  God  of  all  Comfort,  wheq  we  see  Nehemiak  s^ 
^uick,  in  the  expressions  of  his  sorrow  to  an  uncertain  ear ! 

Let  the  king  hve/or  ever :  why  should  liot  my  countenance  be  sait, 
when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathefs  sepulchres^  Ueih  waste ^  and 
the  gates  thereof  burnt  with  f  re  f  Not  without  an  humble  pre-? 
fiiee,  doth  Nebemiah  lay  forth  his  grievance.  Complaints  have 
ever  an  onpleasing  harshness  in  them  ;  which  must  be  taken  off,  by 
some  discreet  insinuation :  although  it  could  not  but  sound  wel| 
in  the  generous  ear  of  Artaxerxes,  that  his  servant  was  so  care- 
ful for  the  honour  of  his  country.  As  nature  hath  made  us  al{ 
members  of  a  community,  and  liath  given  us  common  interests,  so, 
it  is  most  pleasing  to  i^s,  to  see  these  public  c^re;  divide  us  from 
ourown. 

The  king  easily  descries  a  secret  supplication  wr^pt  up  in  this 
moanful  answer,  which  the  modest  suitor  was  afraid  to  disclose ; 
and  therefore  he  helps  that  bashfiil  motion  into  the  light ;  For 
what  dost  thou  make  request  ?  It  is  the  praise  of  bounty,  to  draw 
on  the  just  petitions  of  feariful  suppliants. 

Nehemiah  dares  not  open  bis  mouth  to  the  king,  till  his  heart 
hath  opened  itself,  by  asuddei>  ^^culation,  to  his  God.  No  busir 
ness  can  be  so  hasty,  but  our  prayer  may  prevent  it ;  the  win^ 
!*rhereof  are  so  nimble,  that  it  can  fly  up  to  heaven,  and  solicit 
God,  and  bring  down  an  answer,  before  ever  our  words  need  to 
come  forth  of  our  lips.  In  vain  shall  we  hope  that  any  design  of 
ours  can  prosper,  if  we  have  not  fiysj  sent  this  messenger  on  our 
i^n'and. 

After  this  silent  and  insensible  pTepareti<)n,  Nehemiah  moves 
bis  suit  to  the  king:  yet  not  at  once,  but  by  rneet  degrees*    F*^f 
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he  cgameh  leave  fot  his  journey,  and  fof  building :  then,  he  craves 
^id  for  both.    Both  are  granted.   Nebemiah  departs ;  furnbhed 
with   letters  to  the  govjernors,  for  a  convoy;  vitn  letters  to  the* 
keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  for  timber :  not  more  full  of  desire^ 
than  hope. 

Who  ever  put  his  hand  to  any  great  work,  for  the  behoof  of 
God^s  Church,  without  opposition  ?  As  the  wails  of  the  temple 
found  busy  enemies,  so  shall  the  wa)b  of  the  city ;  and  these  so 
much  more,  as  they  promise  more  security  and  strength  to  Jeru- 
salem. SanbaHat  the  deputy-lieutenant  of  the  Moabites,  and  To« 
biah  the  like  officer  to  the  Ammonites,  and  Geshem  to  the  Ara- 
jbians,  are  galled  with  envy,  at  the  arrival  of  a  man  authorized  to 
$eek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Israel.  There  cannot  be  a 
greater  vexation  to  wicked  hearts,  than  to  see  the  spiritualJerusa* 
iem  in  any  likelihood  of  prosperity.  EviJ  spirits  and  men  need  no 
Other  torment,  than  their  own  despight. 

This  wise  courtier  hath  learnt,  that  secresy  is  the  surest  way  of  any 
important  dispatch^  His  errand  could  not  but  be  known  to  tl^egover? 
HOW :  their  furtherance  was  enjoined,  for  the  provision  of  materials ; 
eke  the  w^^lls  of  Jerusalem  had  overlooked  the  first  notice  of  their 
heathen  neighbours.     Without  any  noise,  doth  Nehemiah  arise,' 
in  the  dea4  of  night;  and,  taking  some  few  into  his  company^ 
none  into  his  counsel,  he  secretly  rounds  the  decayed  walls  of  J^i 
nisalem,  and  vie)vs  ^  breaches,  and  observes  the  gates,  and  re« 
iumshome  iif  silence,  joying  in  himself  to  foresee  those  repara- 
tions, which  none  of  the  inhabitants  did  once  dreani  of:  at  last^ 
when  he  had  fully  digested  this  great  work  in  his  own  breast,  he 
palls  the  rulers  and  citiziens  together ;  and,  having  condoled  with 
them  the  common  distress  and  reproach,  he  tells  then)  of  the  hand 
of  his  God,  which  was  good  upon  him ;  be  shews  them  the.gra* 
eious  commission  of   the  king  his  ^master,  for  that  goo4  ^t)rk. 
They  answer  him,  with  a  zealous  encouragemeiit  of  each  other, 
^et  us  rise  tip  arid  build. 

Such  a  hearty  invitation,  countenanced  by  authority,  hatH. 
easily  sUengthened  the  hq,nds  of  the  multitude,  With  what  observ- 
ance ai|d  dearness,  do  they  now  look  upon  their  unexpected  pa- 
tron !  How  do  they  honour  him,'  as  a  man  sent  from  heaven,  for 
the  welfare  of  Jerusalem  !  Every  man  flies  to  his  hod  and  trowel ; 
and  rejoices  to  second  so  noble  a  leader,  in  laying  a  stone  in  that 
wall  of  their  common  defence. 

Those  emulous  neighbours  of  theirs,  Sanballat,  Tobiah,  Ge- 
shem, the  chief  commanders  of  Moab,  Aihmon,  Arabia,  have 
$oon  espied  the  iirst  mortar,  that  is  laid  upon  that  old  foundation. 
Envy  is  usually  niore  quick-sighted  than  love.  And  now,  they 
scornfiilly  appty  themselves  to  these  despised  Jews,  and  think  to 
scoflP  them  out  of  their  work.  The  favourablest  persecution  of  any 
good  cause,  is,  the  lash  of  lewd  tongues,  whether  by  bitter  tauht$ 
or  by  scurrilous  invectives  5  which  it  is  as  impossible  to  avoid,  a$ 
necessary  to  contemn.  ^  .  *  • 

The  barking  of  the<e  dogs  doth  not  hinder  Nehemialj," from  walk- 
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ing  on  h\B  way.  Professing  bis  confidence  in  the  Gcxl  of  He»i!eq, 
whose  work  that  was,  he  smdces  o^  their  impotent  maUce^  and  gcHKi 

on  cheerfully  to  huild. 

Every  Israelite^  knows  his  station.  Eliashib  the  high  priest^  aii4 
the  rest  of  that  sacred  tribe,  put  the  first  hand  to  this  work.  They 
buiM  the  sheep-gate,  and  sanctify  it ;  ai|4  in  it,  all  the  rest.  As  the 
first  fruits  of  the  field,  so  the  first  stones  of  the  wall,  are  haJlof^red 
tp  God,  by  the  consecration  of  tho^e  devout  agents,  Th^t  l|usii|e»i 
is  like  to  prosper,  which  begins  with  God* 

No  man  was  idle ;  no  part  was  intermitted.  All  Jerusalem  was, 
i^t  once,  encompassed  with  busy  labourers^  It  qannot  be,  but  the 
joint  endeavours  of  faithful  hearts  must  raise  tii^  W^b  of  tb^^ 
Church. 

Now  Sanballat  and  his  brethren  find  some  matt^to  spen^  their 
scoffs  upon  ;  Jf^hat  do  these  feeUe  Jews  f  will  they  fortify  fhemn 
selves  9  will  they  sacrifice  ?  will  thev  7naie  an  end  tn  a  day  f 
will  they  revive  the  stones  out  of  the  neaps  o^  fuhttUh  which  ar$ 
burnt  ? 

How  basely  do  carnal  minds  think  of  the  projects  and  action^ 
of  God's  children !  therefore  vilifying  them,  because  they  measure 
them  b^  no  other  line,  than  outward  probability.  O  foolish  MosI^t 
ites,  tbis  work  is  God*s ;  and  theretore,  ii(  despite  of  all  you^r 
tongues  and  hands,  it  shaU  prosper,  He  heyfs  yqq,  whom  ye  nave 
blasphemed ;  and  shall  turn  your  reproach  upon  VQur  own  heads. 
And  thou,  proud  Ammonite,  that  couldst  say,  Ijf  a  fpx  go  upon 
their  stone-waU^  he  shall  break  it  down,  sbalt  well  find,  that  a|l  the 
wolvish  troops  pf  your  confederates  shall  not  be  able  to  remove 
one  stone  of  this  sure  fortification.  While  Moab  and  Aounon  re-, 
pine  and  bluster  in  vain,  this  wall  shall  rise ;  and  when  Moab  and 
Ammon  shall  lie  in  the  dust,  this  wall  shall  stand.  The  mortar,  that 
hath  been  tempered  with  $o  many  p^ayer^,  cannpt  but  outlast  a4 
the  flints  and  marbles  of  human  cQufid^nc^e. 

Now,  the  growth  of  this  waU  hath  turned  the  ipirth  of  the  ad- 
i^rsaries  into  rage.  These  Moabit^,  Aq^imonites,  Arabians,  Ash* 
dadites,  conspire  all  together,  to  fight  pgainst  Jerusalem;  and^ 
while  the  mortar  is  ^et  green,  to  den^olish  those  envied  heaps. 

What  hath  this  city  offended,  in  desiring  to  be  defenced  ?  What 
wrone  could  it  be,  to  wish  a  freedom  from  wr.ongs  I  Were  this 
people  so  mighty,  that  there  could  be  danger  in  overpowering 
their  neighbours,  or  in  resisting  a  common  sovereign,  tbei'^  P^iS"^ 
have  appeared  some  colour  for  this  hostile  opposition  ;  but>  al^, ! 
what  could  a  despised  handful  do  to  the  prejudice  of  either  ?  It  is 
quarrel  enough  to  Jei;psalem,  that  it  would  not  be  miserable. 

Neither  is  it  otherwise  with  the  Head  of  these  hellish  complices. 
There  needs  no  other  cause  of  his  utmost  fury,  than  fo  see  a  poor 
soul  struggling  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  his  tyranny.  Sq  dosaFage 
beasts  bristle  up  themselves,  and  make  the  most  fierce  assaults, 
when  they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  prey,  which  they  had  ooc^ 
seized  on. 

In  the  me|ui  while,  what  doth  Nchemiah,  with  his  Jews,  foif 
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fitar  common  safety  ?  They  pray,  and  watch ;  they  pray  unto 
God  ;  they  watoh  against  the  enemy.  Thus,  thus  shall. we  happily 
prevail  against  thoae  spiritual  wickednesses,  which  war  against  our 
souls^  No  evil  can  surprise  us,  if  we  watch  ^  no  evil  can  hurt 
us,  if  we  pray  ;  Tkisis  the  victory  that  ofvercomes  th^  world,  evjem 
pur  faiths 

There  was  need  of  a  continued  vigilancy..  The  enemy  was  not 
more  malicious,  than  subtle,  and  had  said  ;  They  shall  not  kruw^ 
neither  see^  till  we  come  in  the  midst  amongst  them^  and  slay  fhtm* 
Open  force  is  not  so  dangerous,,  as  close  dissimulation.  They 
meant  to  seem  Jews,  ^hiie  they  were  Moabites  and  Ammonites ; 
and,  in  the  clothes  of  brethren,  purposed  to  hidemurderei^t  Never 
is  Sataii  so  prevalent^  as  wheqi  he  comes  tranisfprmed  into  an  wgcl 
of  light. 

It  was  a  merciful  providence  of  God,  that  made  these  men^s 
tongues  the  blabs  of  their  pwn  counsel;  Many  a  fearful  design  had 

Erospered,  if  wickedness  could  have  been  silent.  Warning  is  a 
iwful  guard  to  a  wise  adversary.  Now  doth  Nehemiah  arm  his 
people  ;  and,  for  the  ttipe>  change  their  trowels  into  swords,  and 
spears,  and  bows  ;  raising  up  their  courage  with  a  vehement  ex* 
hortation,  to  re^nembfr  the  Lord^  which  is  great  and  terrible^  and 
to  jight  for  their  brethren,  their  sonSy  their  daughters ^  their  wives, 
and  theiK  houses.  Nothing  can  so  hearten  us  to  the  encountering 
pf  any  evil,  as  the  remembrance  of  that  infinite  power  and  wisdom^ 
which  can  either  avert,  or  mitigate,  or  sanctify  it.  We  could  not 
feunt,  if  we  did  not  forget  God. 

Necessity  urges  a  man  to  fight  for  hioiself ;  love  enables  his  hand 
to  fight  for  those,  which  challenge  a  part  in  him.  Where  love 
meets  with  necessity,  there  can  want  no  endeavour  of  victory.  Ne- 
cessity can  make  even  cowards,  valiant ;  )ove  make  the  valiant,  un* 
resistible:  Nehemiah  doth  not,  therefore,  persuade  these  Jews  to 
fight  for  themselves,  but  for  theirs.  The  judgment  of  the  interest  ' 
^d  danger  cannot  but  quicken  the  dullest  spirits. 

Discovered  counsels  are  already  prevented.  These  serpents  die, 
by  being  first  seen  ;  When  the  energies  heard  that  it  was  known 
unto  uSf  tli^y  let  lal}  theijr  plot.  Could  we  descry  the  enterprises  of 
Satan ^  th^t  tempter  would  return  ashamed. 

It  18  a  safe  pqint  of  wisdom,  to  carry  a  Jealous  eye  over  those, 
whom  we  have  once  found  iiollow  and  hostile.  From  that  time  forth, 
Nehemiah  divided  the  task,  betwixt  the  trowel  and  the  sword;  sq 
disposing  of  every  Israelite?,  that,  while  one  hand  was  a  mason,  the 
other  was  a  soldier :  one  is  For  work ;  the  other,  for  defence. 

Oh  lively  image  of  the  Church  Militant,  wherein  every  one  la* 
hours  weaponed  ;  wherein  there  is  neither  an  idle  soIdie(,  nor  a 
secure  workman  !  Every  one  so  builds,  as  that  he  is  ready  to  ward 
temptations :  every  one  so  wields  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  for  de*- 
fence,,  that  withal  he  builds  up  himself  in  his  most  holy  feith.  Hera 
is  neither  a  fruitless  valour,  nor  an  unsafe  diligence. 

But  what  can  our  weapons  avail  us,  if  there  be  not  means  t6 
ivai-n  us  of  an  enemy?  Without  atrumpet,  we  are  armed  in  vain : 
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TAc  work  IS  great  and  targe,  and  we  are  separated  Upon  ike  wall^ 
pne/arjr<nn  another ,  Yea,  so  far  as  the  utmost  bounds  of  the 
eaTth/9ve  we  separated  otie  from  another,  upon  .the  walls  of  the 
iipintttal  Jeru^eB) :  paly  the  sacred  trumpets  of  Qod  call  us,  nf ho 
are  di^ant  in  place,  fo  ^  combi^tionin  profession. 

And  who  are  thps^  tnunpets,  but  the  public  messengers  of  God, 
'  fit  whQi^  Gpd  hath  ^aic) ;  If  the  watchman  see  the  sword  come,  and 
Uow  not  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  be  not  warned ;  if  the  sword 
^dme,  and  take  anjf  person  from  a^nong  them,  he  t#  tak^n  away  in 
kisiniqiiitjf^  bt^  his  ilpod  wiU  I  i^equire  at  the  watchman^ s  hand  9 
Woe  be  to  u^  ^  we  ifound  not ;  if  tlie  sound  we  give  be  uncer-r 
tain !  Woq  be  to  o^p  people^  if  when  we  premonish  tbem  of  ene* 
noes,  of  jud^meatSi  they  sit  still  ui|move4 ;  i|ot  l^upkUng  them- 
selves to  9  iresistance^  to  a  prevention  I        * 

It  is  a  mutnal  aid^  to  mich  these  trumpets  invite  us ;  we  might 
fight  apart,  withpi^t  the  signals  of  ynir ;  Jn  what  place  ^e  hear  thi 
sound  of  the  trumpet^  resorf  ve  thither  unto  t^.  There  can  be  no 
safety  to  the  Church,  but  where  every  man  thinks  bis  life,  and 
fffelfare,  consists  in  his  fellows.  Conjoined  forces  may  prosper;  sin- 
gle oppositions  are  dei^perate.  ^H  hearts  and  hands  naust  meet  ii) 
the  common  quarrel.   '  ^    '  Nehemiah  i,  u\  iH,  iv» 
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JEWS. 

WitH  what  ()iffi9ulty  do  these  mistrable  Jfr^s  settle  in  their  Jeru< 
.  salem !  The  fear  of  foreign  enemies  doth  not  more '  afflict  them, 
than  the  extortion  of  their  own.  Dearth  is  added  unto  war.  Mise^ 
ries  do  not  stay  for  a  mannerly  succession  to  each  otl^r,  but  in  a 
rud(^  importunity  throng  in  at  once.  Babel  may  be  built  with  ease; 
J>ut  iiriiosoever  goes  about  to  raise  the  walls  of  God'*  city,  shall 
have  his  hands  full.  The  incursion  of  public  enemies  may  be  pre- 
.  vented,  with  vigilancyaud  power  j  but  there  is  no  defence  against 
the  secret  gripes  of  oppression.* 

There  is  no  remedy.  The  Jews  are  so  taken  up  with  their  trowel 
and  sword,  for  the  time,  that  they  cannot  attend  their  trades;  so 
as,  while  the  wall  did  rise,  their  estates  must  needs  impair.  Even 
in  the  cheapest  season,  they  must  qeeds  be  poor,  that  earned  no- 
thin^but  the  public  safety  :  how  much  more  in  a  common  scarci- 
ty t  Their  houses,  lands,  vineyards  are  therefore  mortgaged  ;  jrea 
their  very  skins  are  sold  for  corn,  to  tlieit  brethren.  Necessity 
forces  them  to  sell  that,  which  it  was  cruelty  to  buy.  What  will  we 
not,  what  mast  we  not,  part  with  for  life  ? 

The  covetous  rulers  did  not  consider  tlie  occasions  of  this  want, 
put  the  advantage.  Sometimes,  a  bargain  may  be  as  unmerciful, 
as  a  ribbei'y .  Charity  must  be  the  rule  of  all  contracts  ;  the  vio-, 
ktion AVhereiif,'  wliether  in  the  matter  or  the  price,  cannot  but  be 
g^nful. 

There  could  1riot  be  a  juster  ground  pf  expostulation,  than  this 
of  the  oppressed  Jews ;  **  -Onrush  is  as  the  flesh  of  our  brethrenx 
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mr  children  as  their  children ;  andy  loy  xve  hnn^  mio  Imdage  ou^ 
^ns  and  cur  daughters.  While  there  is  no  diiference  in  nature, 
why  shoulc}  there  be  siich  an  in) urioas  disproportion  in  condition?*^ 
Even  the  same  flesh  may  bear  a  just  inequality :  some  may  be 
pliers,  while  others  are  subject ;  some  wealtny,  others  poor ;  bu^ 
why  those  wealthy  rulers  ^louid  tyrannize  over  those  poor  infe- 
riors, and  turn  brotherhood  into  bondage^  no  reason  can  be  given, 
but  iawle<:8  aqnbition.  If  there  were  one  flesh  of  peers,  another  of 
peasants,  there  should  be  soiqe  colour  for  the  proud  impositions  of 
the  great ;  as,  because  the  flesh  of  bei^ts  is  in  a  lower  rank  than 
onrB,  we  kill,  we  devour  it,  at  pl^ure :  but  npw,  since  thh  laxge 
Ibody  of  mankind  consists  of  the  samQ  flesh,  why  should  the  hand 
strike  the  foot  ?  • 

And  if  one  flesh  may  challenge  meet  respects  from  us,  howmue^ 
more  on^  spirit !  The  spirit  is  more  noble,  than  the  flesh  is  base  * 
Tbellesh  is  de^  without  the  spirit ;  the  spirit,  without  the  flesh, 
^tive  and  imoiortal.  Our  soul,  though  shapeless  and  immaterial, 
is  more  apparently  one,  than  thp  flesh.  And  if  the  unity  of  our 
)iomaa  sj^rit  call  us  to  a  mutual  care  and  tenderness  in  our  car- 
riage each  to  other,  how  much  more  of  the  divinfe !  By  that,-  vr^ 
fire  men  ;  by  this,  wp  are  Christians,  As  the  soul  animates  us  to  a 
patural  life,  so  doth  God's  Spirit  animate  the  soul  to  a  heavenly ; 
which  is  so  one,  that  it  cannot  be  divided.  How  should  that  one 
Spirit  c&use  us  so  far  to  forget  all  natural  and  civil  diflerences,  as 
not  to  contemn,  not  to  oppress  any,  whom  it  informeth !  '  *. 

They  are  not  Christians,  not  qien,  that  can  enjoy  the  miseries  of 
their  brethren,  whether  in  the  flenh  or  spirit. 

Gopd  Nehemiah  cannot  choose  but  be  much  moved,  at  the  bar* 
haroQS  extortion  (rf  the  people ;  and  now»  like  an  impartial  gover^ 
nor,  he  rebukes  the  rulers  and  nobles,  whose  hand  was  thus  bloody 
with  oppression.  As  of  fishes,  %  of  men,  the  lesser  are' a  prey  to 
the  great.  It  is  an  ill  use  made  of  power,  when  the  weight  of  it 
serves  only  to  crush  the  weak.  There  were  no  living  amongst  men  J 
had  not  €k>d  ofdained  higher  than  the  highest ;  and  yet  higher 
than  th^y.  Eminency  of  place  cannot  be  better  improved,  than  by 
takinff  ^wn  mighty  offenders.  If  nobility  do  embase  itself  to  any 
M  un,  it  is  so  ifmch  more  worthy  of  coercion,  by  how  much  the 
peison  is  of  greater  mark. 

The  justice  of  this  reproof  could  not  but  shame  impudence  it- 
self; "  IVej  qfter  cur  ahUitjfy  have  redeemed  our  Ih^thren  the  Jewsl  ^ 
which  were  sold  to  the  heathen ;  and  wiU  you  sell  your  brethren  9 
or  shall  they  be  sold  tousf  Shall  they  find  at  home  that  yoke  of 
bondage,  which  they  had  put  off  abroad  ?  While  they  are  still  Jews,* 
shall  we  turn  Assyrians  ?  If  they  must  be  slaves,  why  not  rather  t(i 
enemies,  than  to  brethren  ?  How  much  more  tolerable  were  a  fo- 
reign servitude,  than  a  domestical  ?  Be  asliamed,  0*.ye  nobles  of 
Isimei-,  l6  renew  Babylon  in  Jerusalem.*'  TtoArvel  not,  if  the  of-^ 
fenders  be  stricken  dumb,  with  so  unanswerable  an  ei^pD3tulation« 
Guikifiess  and  <oiyf usion  have  stopped  their  moilths. 
lAany  of  thoUe  who  Iia^c  not  had  grace  enough  to  Tcfraiti  siiii 
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yet  are  not  S9  utterly  void  of  gm^e,  as  to  maintain  sin.  Our  after^ 
wits  are  able  to  discern  a  kiod  of  unreasonableness  in  those  wick* 
ed  actions^  which  the  first  appearance  represents  unto  us  plausible. 
Gain  leads  in  sin  ;  but  shame  fo^o^ys  it  out,  ^ 

There  are  tbose^  tl^t  are  bold  dnd  witty,  to  bear  out  commo* 
dious  or  pleasant  evi)s».  Neither  could  these  Jewish  enormities  have^ 
wanted  some  colours  of  defence.  Their  stock  was  their  own ; 
which  i^igbt  have  be^n  otherwise  improved,  io  ho  less  profit.  The 
pffi^r,  the  suit,  of  tb^6  bargains  was  from  the  sellers  :  these  es- 
cheats  Um  into  their  hands,  unsought ;  neither  did  their  contract 
caijise  the  n^d  of  their  brethren,  but  relieve  it.  But  their  con- 
fciei|C9  will  pot  bW  this  plea*  I  know  not  whether  the  mainte* 
jianee  of  the  least  i&vil  be  not  worse,  than  the  commission  of  the 
greatest :  this  may  he  pf  frailty ;  that  argues  obstinacy.  There  is 
nop^  of  that  mai),  that  can  blush  and  be  silent. 

After  the  Qouvj^tion  of  4!he  .fact,  it  19  reasonable  for  Nehemiah, 
to  persuade  refpro^atlpn.  No  oratory  is  so  powerful,  as  that  of  mild- 
ness; espeoially  whm  we  have  to  do  with  those,  who,  either 
thrpuffh  itOQ^ach  or  greatness,  may  not  endure  a  rough  reproof. 
The  Wfpi,  that  f^ll  easily  upon  the  com,  ripen  and  fill  thie  ear; 
)>ut  the  stprmy  sbowerr,  tlmt  fall  with  violence,  be^t  down  the 
ytajks  4at  to  the  earthy  and  lay  who)e  (iel4s|  withput  l>ope  pf  re^ 
covery. 

Who  can  resist  this  ^eet  and  sovereign  reprehension ;  ^^  Ought 
ye  not  to  roalk  in  the /ear  of  our  Gody  because  of  the  reproach  of 
the  heathen  J  cur  energies  ?  Did  we  dwell  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth,  yet  the  fear  of  pur  God  should  overawe  pur  ways ;  but  now 
that  we:  dwell  in  the  midst  of  our  enemies,  whose  eyes  are  bent 
upon  all  pur  actions,  whose  tongues  are  as  ready  to  blaspheme 
God  as  we  tp  offend  him,  how  carefully  should  we  avoid  thos^  sins, 
which  m^y  draw  shaipe  upon  our  profession  !  Now  the  scandal  is 
won;e  than  the  fact.  Thus  sb^l  religion  suffer  more  from  the  bea- 
^  then,  than. pur  brett^ren  dp  from  us.  If  justice,  if  charity  cannot 
sway  with  us,  yet  let  the  scornful  insultations  of  the  profane  Gen* 
tiles  afifijrt^t  us  ffrqu^  the^e  pressures.'' 

No  ingenuous  disposition  can  be  ^  tender  pf  his  own  disgrace, 
as  the  tnje  I§raeli(e  is  of  the  n^pcoach  pf  hi^  Gpd.  What  is  it,  that 
he  will  not  rather  refrain,  do,  suffer,  than  that  gloriousname  shal) 
hazard  a  blemish  ?  T^ey  q^nnot  \yant  Qut\yard  retentives  from  sin, 
that  live  either  amqng  friends  pr  epe^nies :  if  friends,  they  may  not 
be  grieved ;  if  eneipies,  the^  may  not  be  pi:0voked*  Those,  that 
would  live  well*  must  §tand  ip  avfre  of  all  eyes.  Even  those,  that  are 
without  the  Cliurch,  y^t  may  not  be  vfithput  regfud.  No  person 
9an  be  so  contemptil^le,  as  that  hi^  censqre  ^hpuld  be  contemned. 

In  dissuading  from  sin,  ^easpn  Uself  cannot  preyail  more  than 
exan^ple :  ^^  J  Ukespis^^  and  fny  brethren^  and  mjf  servants,  might 
exact  of  them  moneif  q^ful  corn,  3ut  from  the  time  that  I  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  of  Judah,  /  (in4  my  brethren  have  nbt  eaten 
the  bread  of  the  governor. ^^  He  shall  never  rule  well,  that  doth 
all  that  he  may.  It  is  not  safe  for  either  part,  that  a  prince  {(hovM 
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Ikre  at  the  heigl^  of  his  power ;  and  if  the  greate9it  abaite  of  dieir 
right,  is  it  for  inferiors  to  exort  ? 

Had  Nehemiah  aimed  at  his  own  greatness,  no  man  could  have 
had  fairer  preteoces  for  his  gain :  Ine/onner  governors  that  were 
iefof*€  me  were  chargeable  unto  the  people ,  and  had  taken  of  them 
^read  and  wine,  he^des  forty  shekels  of  silver.  His  foot  had  not 
£rst  trod  in  this  commodious  path :  it  was  beaten  bj^  the  steps  of 
bis  predecessors;  neither  did  any  of;  them  walk  besides  it.  How- 
ever  it  mi^ht  be  envious  to  raise  new  taxations,  yet  to  continue 
those  he  found  unrepined  at,  had  been  out  of  the  reach  of  ex* 
ceptioQ. 

A  good  governor  looks  not  so  much  what  hath  been  done,  as 
5rhat  shoulci  be.  Precedents  are  not  the  rule  whereby  be  rules,  but 
justice,  but  piety :  So  did  not  /,  bec(fuse  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 
Laws  are  not  a  straiter  curb  to  subjects,  thwi  conscience  is  to  good 
pcinces.  They  dare  not  do,  what  they  cannot  do  charitably*  What 
advantaee  can  they  think  it,  to  be  from  under  the  controlment  of 
men^  when  the  God  of  Heaven  notes  and  punishes  their  offences  > 
Whoso  walketh  by  this  rule,  can  neither  err,  nor  miscarry. 

It  is  no  trusting  to  the  external  remedies  of  sin :  either  they  are 
not  ahrays  piresent,  or,  if  present,  not  powerful  enough  ;  but  if 
the  fear  of  God  have  once  taken  up  the  neart,  it  goes  ever  with  us, 
and  is  strong  enough  to  overmaster  the  forciblest  temptation. 

Therefore,  m^t  these  Jews  follow  this  example  of  Nehemiah, 
because  he  followed  not  the  example  of  his  predecessors :  because 
be  left  their  evil,  they  must  imitate  his  gooo.  In  vain  shall  rulers 
advise  affainst  their  own  practice :  when  they  lead  the  way,  they 
may  well  challenge  to  be  followed.  Seldom  hath  it  been  ever  seen, 
that  ereat  persons  have  not  been  seconded  in  evil.  Why  should 
not  uieir  power  serve,  to  make  patterns  of  their  virtues  ? 

'  Thus  well  did  it  speed  with  Nehemiah.  His  merciful  carriage 
and  zealous  suit  have  drawn  the  rulers  to  a  promise  of  restitution; 
tVc  will  restore  theniy  and  wHl  require  nothing  of  them ;  so  mill  nv 
do  as  thou  say  est. 

■  It  is  no  small  advantage,  that  these  nobles  must  forego,  in  their 
releases.  There  cannot  be  a  better  sign  of  a  sound  amendment, 
than  that  we  can  be  content  to  be  losers  by  our  repentance.  Many 
formal  penitents  haVe  yielded  to  part  with  so  much  of  then'  sin, 
as  may  abate  nothing  of  their  pront ;  as  if  these  rulers  should  have 
been  wAltng  to  restore  the  persons,  but  withal  should  have  stood 
stiffly  to  require  their  sums.  This  whining  and  partial  satis&ction 
had  been  tl^nkless.  True  remorse  enlargeth  the  heart,  and  openeth 
the  hand  to  a  bountiful  redemption  of  our  errors.  ^ 

<jkK>d  purposes  do  too  often  cool  in  time,  and  vanish  intoa  ca^e* 
less  forgetfulness.  Nehemiah  feared  this  issue  of  these  holy  reso* 
lutions  ;  and  therefore  he  prosecutes  them  in  their  first  heat :  not 
leaving  these  promises,  till  he  had  secured  them,  with  an  oath.  The 
priests  are  caUed  for  ;  that,  in  their  mouths,  the  adjuration  may  be 
moresolemn  and  sacred.  It  is  the  best  point  of  wisdom,  to  take 
tbe  first  opportmiity  of  fixing  good  motions,  which  otherwise  are. 
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of  tfaemaelvefly  light  and  slightv.  To  make  all  yet  more  sUlie^ 
their  oaths  are  cross-barred  with  ids  execration :  Also  I  shook  my 
lapf  and  said^  So  God  shake  out  tvery  man  from  his  house^  and 
from  his  lahwTj  that  perfonneth  not  this  promise ;  even  thus  be  he 
shaken  out^  and  emptied :  and  all  the  c(mgregation  saidj  Amen.  A 
promise,  an  oatli^  a  curse,  are  passed  upon  this  act :  now,  ho  Is- 
raelite dares  faulter  in  the  execution.  Wiien  we  have.asm  in  diase, 
it  is  good  to  follow  it  home ;  not  slackening  our  pursuit,  till  we 
have  fully  prevailed ;  and  when  it  is  once  fallen  under  our  liands,  we 
cannot  kill  it  too  much. 

Now  Neheniiah,  having  thus  happily  delivered  his  people  froin  a 
domestical  captivity,  commends  his  service  to  the  gracious  remu* 
neration  of  the  Almiehty  ;  Think  upon  me,  w^  (xodjfor  good^ 
according  to  aU  that  I  have  donfi  for  tlUs  people.  Therefore,  doth 
be  refuse  the  bread  of  the  governor,  that  he  may  receive  the  re. 
ward  of  the  Governor  of  Heaven !  Had  he  taken  a  teuiponaiy  re- 
compence,  both  he  and  it  had  been  forgotten :  now,  be  bath  made 
a  happy  change  for  etemi^'.  Not  that  he  pleads  hid  merit,  but  sues 
for  mercy :  neither  doth  he  pray  to  be  remembered  for  his  work,  but 
according  to  his  work. 

Our  good  deeds,  as  they  are  wdl  accepted  of  God^  so  tb^  shaH 
not  go  unrewarded ;  ana  what  God  will  give,  why  may  not  we 
crave  ?  Doubtless,  as  we  may  offer  up  our  honest  obediences  unts 
God,  so  we  may  expect  and  beg  his  promised,  i^tributions :  not 
out  of  a  priDud  conceit  of  the  worth  of  our  earnings,  who,  at  tbe 
best,  are  f no  ott^r  than  unprofitable  servants,  but  out  of  a  faithful' 
dependance  upon  his  pact  of  bounty,  who  cannot  be  less  than  his 
wcm.  O  God,  if  we  aooueht  tliat  is  good,  it  is  thine  act,  and  not 
ours :  crown  thine  own  work  in  us,  and  take  thou  the  glory  of  thine 
own  mercies.  >v 

Whife  Nehemiah  is  busy  in  the  reforming  abuses,  at  borne ;  the 
eoeinyis  plotting  against  lum,  abroad.  &nballat,  and  Tobiah, 
and  Gesbem  the  Arabian,  conspire  against  his  life ;  and,  in  him, 
against  the  peace  of  Jerusalem. 

What  open  hostility  could  not  da,  they  hope  to  effect  by  pre- 
sence of  treaties.  Four  several  messages  call  Nehemiah  to  a  nriend* 
iy  JDieeting.  Distrust  is  a  sure  guard.  Tbe  wise  governor  Juth 
learned  to  suspect  the  hoUow  favours  of  an  enemy,  and  to  retura 
them  with  safe  and  just  excuses :  /  cannot eome  down ;  whvskaM 
the  work  cease,  whilst  I  leave  it^  and  come  down  to  you  ?  I  do  not 
hear  hknsay,  <<  You  intend  mischief  to  me ;  I  will  not  come  forth 
to  you  ;'*  though  this  were  the  proper  cause  of  his  forbearance ; 
but  he  turns  th^  off  with  an  answer,  that  had  as  much  truth,  as 
reservedness.  Fraud  is  the  fitliest  answered  with  subtle^.  Even  in- 
nocencv  is  allowed  a  lawful  cm£t.  That  man  is  in  an  iu  case,  that 
conceals  no  truth  from  an  adversary. 

What  entreaties  cannot  do,  shall  be  attempted  by  threats.  Ssn* 
ballat's  spxvant  comes  now,  the  fifth  time,  with  an  opened  letteiv 
importing  dangerous  intimations,  wherein  is  written,  Jt  is  reported 
qfnong  the  heathai^  and  Gashmu  saith  it,  that  the  Jews  thi^ik  to  re- 
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het;  far  which  trntse  thou  biiildest  the  waUf  that  thou,  viai/est  ii 
their  kings 

It  is  rrptrrted :  and  what  falsehood  may  not  plead  this  warrant  f 
-What  can  be  nK>re  lying  than  report  P  Among  t/ie  heathen :  atid 
who  is  more  ethnic,  than  Sanbaliat  ?  What  Pagan  can  bd  worse, 
than  a  mongrel  idolater  ?  And  Gashmu  saith  it :  '*  Ask  my  felloir 
eiae."  This  Arabian  was  one  of  those  three  heads  of  all  the  hostile 
combination,  against  Jerusalem,  against  Neheniiah.  It  would  bi 
^de  with  innocence,  if  enemies  might  be  allowed  to  acause^  That 
the  Jews  think  to  rebel :  a  stale  suggestion,  but  once  powerful 
Malice  hath  learned  to  miscall  all  actions.  Where  the  hands  cannot 
be  tasted)  very  thoughts  are  prejudged:  For  which  cause  thou 
bttildesi  the  wally  that  thou  nun/est  be  their  king. 

He  was  nerer  trae  Israelite,  that  hath  not  passed  spiteful  slanders 
and  misconstmctions.  Artaxerxes  knew  his  servant  too  well,  to  be* 
lieve  any  rumour,  that  should  have  been  so  shameless..  The  am- 
bition of  Nehemiah  was  well  known,  to  reach  only  to  the  cup,  not 
to  the  sceptre,  of  his  sovereign.  And  yet,  to  make  up  a  sound  tale, 
Prophets  are  suborned- to  preachy  There  is  a  king  in  Judah  :  as  if 
that  loyal  governor  had  corrupted  the  pulpits  also ;  and  had  taught 
them  the  langui^  of  treason. 

But  what  of  cdl  this  ?  What  if  some  fieilse  tongue  lunre  whisper^ 
ed  such  idle  tales  ?  It  is  not  safe  for  thee,  O  Nehemiab,  to  con** 
temn  report.  Perhaps,  this  news  shall  il^to  the  court,  and  woric 
thee  a  deadly  displeasure,  ere  thou  canst  know  thyself  traduced. 
Come  therefore,  and  let  us  take  counsel  togeth^.  Surely  that 
man  cannot  be  sparing  of  any  thing,  that  is  prodigal  of  his  repu« 
tatioo.  If  ought  under  heaven  can  fetch  Nehemiah  out  of  his  hold, 
it  is  the  care  of  his  fame.  But  tliat  wary  governor  sees  a  net 
Spread  near  unto  this  stall ;  and  therefore  keeps, aloof,  not  without 
contempt  of  those  sly  devices :  There  are  no  such  things  done  cf 
thou  sayestf  but  thoufeignest  them  out  of  thine  oum  heart.  Somq 
imputations  are  -best  answered,  with  anerlective  denial;  it  falls  out 
often,  that  plain  dealing  puts  craft  out  of  countenance. 

Since  neither  force  nor  fraud  can  kill  Ndiemiah,  they  will  now 
try  to  draw  him  into  a  sin,  and  thereby  into  a  reproach.  O  God, 
tut  any  prophet's  tongue  should  be  mercenary  !*  Sheroaiah  the 
seer  is  hired  by  Tobiah  and  Sanbaliat,  to  aHright  the  governor, 
with  the  naise  of  his  intended  murder ;  and  to  advise  him  for  shel* 
ter,  to  fly  to  the  forbidden  refuge  of  the  temple.  The  colour  was 
hit:  '^  Violence  is  meant  to  thv  person.  No  place  but  one  can 
promise  thee  safety  :  die  city  hatli  as  yet  no  gates :  come  therefore, 
and  shut  thyself  up  in  the  temple  ;  there  only  shalt  thou  be  free 
fxom  ail  assaults/* 

AndKuriiat  i£  Nehemiah  had  hearkened  to  this  counsel  ?  Sin  and 
shame  had  fltdbwed.  That  holy  place  was  for  none  but  persons  sa» 
cred  ;-snch  as  were  privileged  by  blood  and  function :  others  should 
presttxae  and  offend  in  entering.  And  now,  what  would  the  peoala 
say  f  *'  What  shall  become  of  us,  while  our  governor  hides  Lis 
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head  for  fear  ?  Where  shall  we  ftnd  a  temple  to  s6care  m  ?  Wlmi 
do  we  depending  upon  a  cowardly  leader  ?" 

Well  did  Nehemiah  forecast  these  circumstances^  both  of  act 
and  event ;  and  therefore,  resolvin?  to  distrust  a  prophet  that  per^ 
auaded  him  to  the  violation  of  a  law^  he  rejects  the  motion  with 
acorn ;  Should  such  a  man  as  IJke  f  Should  I  go  tnio  the  temple 
to  save  my  life  f  I  will  not  go.  It  is  fit  for  great  persona^  to  statxl 
upon  the  honour  of  their  places.  Their  very  stations  should  pat 
those  spirits  into  them^  that  should  make  them  hate  to  stoop  unto 
base  conditions. 

Had  God  sent  this  message^  we  know  he  bath  power  to  dispense 
with  his  own  laws  -,  but  well  might  the  contradiction  of  a  law  argue 
the  message  not  sent  of  God.  God,  as  he  is  one,  so  doth  he  per-» 
fectly  s^ree  with  himself.  If  any  private  spirit  cross  a  written  word^ 
let  hna  be  accursed.  Nehemiah  v^  vi. 

AHASUERUS  FEASTING;  VASHTI  CAST  OFF; 

ESTHER  CHOSEN. 

What  bounds  can  be  set  to  human  ambition  ?  Ahasuerus,  that  is^ 
Xerxes  the  son  of  Darius,  is  already  the  king  of  a  hundred  and 
seven  and  tweinty  pro\'inceSy  and  how  is  ready  to  fight  for  more. 
He  hath  newly  suodued  Egypt,  and  is  now  addressing  himself  for 
the  conquest  of  Greece.  *  He  cannot  hope  ever  to  see  all  the  land 
that  he  possesseth,  and  yet  he  cannot  be  quiet,  while  he  hears  of 
more.  Less  than  two  ells  of  earth  shall  ere  long  serve  him,  whom, 
for  the  time,  a  whole  world  shall  scarce  satisfy.  In  vain  shall  a 
man  strive  to  have  that,  which  he  cannot  enjoy ;  and  to  enjoy 
ongbt^  by  mere  relation.  It  is  a  windy  happiness,  that  is  sought 
in  the  exaggeration  of  those  titles,  which  are  taken  upon  others* 
credit,  without  the  sense  of  the  owner.  Nothing  can  fm  the  heart 
of  man,  hut  he  that  made  it. 

This  great  monarch,  partly  in  triumph  of  the  great  victories 
that  he  hath  latdy  won  in  E^ypt,  and  psurtly  for  the  animation  ot 
his  princes  and  soldiers  to  his  future  exploits,  makes  a  feast,  like 
himself,  royal  and  magnificent.  What  is  greatness,  if  it  be  not 
showed  ?  And  wherein  can  greatness  be  better  shown,  than  in  the 
$ttchievements  of  war,  and  tiie  entertainment  of  peace  i 

All  other  feasts  were  but  hunger,  to  this  of  Ahasuerus ;  whether 
we  regard  the  number  of  guests,  or  the  largeness  of  preparation, 
or  continuance  of  time.  During  the  space  of  a  whole  baif-yeari 
gU  the  tables  were  sumptuously  furnished,  for  all  comers  from  In- 
dia to  Ethiopia ;  a  worki  of  meat ;  every  meal  was  so  set  on,  as  if 
it  should  have  been  the  last.  Yet  all  this  long  feast  hath  an  end ; 
and  all  this  glory  is  shut  up  in  forgetfulness.  What  is  Ahasuerus 
the  better,  that  his  peers  then  said,  he  was  incomparably  gf^^} 
What  are  his  peers  the  better,  that  they  were  feasted  i  nappy  i« 
he,  that  eats  bread  and  drinks  new  wine  in  the  KingdolU  oi  God. 
This  banquet  is  for  eternity ;  without  intermission,  without  satiety. 
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What  variety  of  habits,  of  languages,  of  manners,  met  at  the 
boards  of  Ahasuenis !  What  confluence' of  strange  quests  was  there 
now  to  %ushan !  And,  lest  theiglory  of  this  great  kmg  might  seem^ 
like  some  coarse  picture,  only  fair  afar  off,  after  the  princes  and 
nobles  of  the  remote  provinces,  all  the  people  of  Shushan  are  en- 
tertained, for  seven  days,  with  equal  pomp  and  state.  The  spa- 
cious court  of  the  palace  is  turned  into  a  royal  hall :  the  walls  are 
of  rich  hangings,  the  pillars  of  marble,  the  beds  of  silver  and  gold, 
the  pavement  of  porphyry  curiously  checquered.  The  wine  and 
the  vessels  strove  whether  should  be'  the  richer :  no  men  drunk  in 
^QTse  than  gold ;  and  while  the  metal  was  the  same,  the  form  of 
each  cup  was  diverse.  The  attendance  was  answ^able  to  the  cheer; 
and  the  freedom  matched  both :  here  was  no  compulsion,  either  to 
the  measure  or  quality  of  the  draught ;  every  man's  rule  was  his 
own  choice.  Who  can  but  blush,  to  see  forced  healths  in  Christian 
banquets,  when  the  civility  of  very  pagans  commands  liberty  ? 

I  cannot  but  envy  the  modesty  of  heathen  dames.  Vashti  the 
queen,  and  her  ladies,  with  all  the  several  ranks  .of  that  sex,  feast 
apirt ;  entertaining  each  other,  with  a  bashful  courtesy,  without 
urantenness,  without  that  wild  scurrility,  which  useth  to  haunt  pro- 
miscuous  meetings.  Oh  shameful  unchastity  of  those  loose  Chris- 
tians, who  must  feed  their  lusts,  while  they  fill  their  bellies ;  and 
think  the  fast  unperfect^  where  they  may  not  satiate  their  eye^ 
DO  less  than  palate ! 

The  last  day  of  this  pompous  feast  is  now  come.  King  Ahasu* 
erus  is  so  much  more  cheerful,  by  how  much  his  quests  are  near  to 
dieir  dismission.  Every  one  is  wont  to  close  up  nis  courtesy  with 
ao  much  more  passion,  as  the  lalt  acts  use  to  nzake  the  deeper  im- 

£ression.  And  now,  that  he  might  at  once  amaze  and  enaear  the 
eholdersy  Vashti  the  queen,  in  all  her  royalty,  is  called  for.  Her 
flight  shall  shut  up  the  feast ;  that  the  princes  and  the  people  may 
say,  ''  How  happy  is  king  Ahasuerus,  not  so  much  in  this  great- 
Bess,  as  in  that  beauty  !*' 

Seren  officers  of  the  chamber  are  sent,  to  carry  the  message,  to 
attend  her  entrance ;  and  are  returned  with  a  denial.  Perhaps 
Vashti  thought ;  **  What  means  this  uncouth  motion  ?  More  than 
six  months  hath  this  feast  continued,  and  all  this  while  we  have 
cnioyed  the  wonted  liberty  of  our  sex.  Were  the  king  still  him- 
mify  this  command  could  not  be  sent.  It  is  the  wine,  and  not  he, 
that  is  guilty  of  this  errand.  Is  it  for  me  to  humour  l^im,  in  so 
vain  a  desire?  Will  it  agree  with  our  modest  reservodness,  to  offer 
ourselves  to  be  gazed  at  by  millions  of  eyes  ?  Who  knows,  what 
wanton  attempts  may  follow  upon  this  ungoverned  excess  r  Thi^ 
very  message  argues,  that  wit  and  reason  have  yielded  their  places^ 
to  that  besotting  liquor.  Nothing  but  absence  can  secure  us,  from 
BOBoe  unbeseemmg  proffer.  Neither  doubt  I,  but  the  king,  when 
he  returns  to  himself,  will  give  me  thanks,  for  so  wise  a  forbear** 
•ance.'' 

Thus,  upon  the  conceit,  as  is  likely,  that  her  presence  would 


be  either  needless  or  unsafe,  Vashti  refuseth  to  come :  altboi|gIi, 
perhaps,  her  great  spirits  thought  much,  to  receive  a  comooand 
from  we  hand  of  officers. 

The  bloody  that  is  once  inflamed  with  wine^  is  apt  to  boil  with 
rage,  Ahasuerus  is  very  wroth,  with  this  indign  repulse*  .  It  was 
the  ostentation  of  his  glory  and  might,  that  he  aftected,  before 
these  princeSi  peers,  people;  and  now  that  seems  ecUpsed,  in  tlie 
shutting  up  of  all  his  magnificence,  with  the  disgraceful  affront  of 
»  woman.  It  vexes  him  to  think,  that  those  nobles,  whom  he 
meant  to  send  away  astonished  with  the  admiration  of  his  power 
and  omesty,  ahoula  now  say ;  ''  What  boots  it  Ahasuejrus  to  rule 
a&r  oft,  when  he  cannot  command  at  home  ?  In  vain  doth  he  boast 
to  ffovern  kings,  while  he  is  checked  by  a  woman/' 

Whatever  were  the  intentions  of  Vashli,  sm*ely  her  disobedience 
was  inexcusable.  It  is  not  for  a  gpod  wife  to  judge  of^  her  husr 
band^s  will,  but  to  execute  it.  Neither  wit,  nor  stomachy  may 
carry  her  into  a  curious  inquisition,  into  the  reasons  oi  an  enjoined 
charge;  much  less  to  a  resistance :  but  in  a  hoodwinked  simplicity 
she  must  follow,  whither  she  is  led ;  as  one  tliat  holds  her  gbiet 
praise,  to  consist  in  subjection. 

Where  should  the  perfection  of  wisdom  dwell,  if  not  in  tlie 
courts  of  great  princes  ?  Or  what  can  the  treasures  of  mon^chs 
purchase  more  invaluably  precioiis,  tlxan  learned  and  judicious 
attendance  ?  Or  who  can  oe  so  (it  for  Loiiour,  as  tlic  wisest  ?  I 
doubt  how  Ahasucarus  could  liave  been  so  great,  if  his  throne  iiad 
not.  been  still  compassed  with  them,  that  knew  the  times,  and  un- 
derstood the  Jaw  and  judgment.  These  were  his  oracles  in  all  hi£^ 
.doubts.  These  are  now  consulted  in  tliis  difficulty.  Neither  must 
their  advice  be  secretly  whispered,  in  the  king^s  ear ;  but  publicly 
deUvered,  in  the  audience  of  all  die  princes. 

It  is  a  perilous  way,  that  these  sages  arc  called  to  ffo,  betwixt 
a  husband  &od  wife ;  eqi>ecially  of  such  power  and  enunency ;  v^ 
Memucan  fears  not  to  pass  a  heavy  sentence  a^inst  queen  Vashti. 
Vashti  the  queen  hath  not  done  wrong  to  the  kmg  only^  but  also  to 
all  the  princes^  and  all  the  people^  that  are  in  all  the  provinces  qf 
the  king  Ahasuerus :  a  deep  and  sore  crimination.  Injuries  are  so 
much  more  intolerable,  as,  they  are  dilated  unto  more.  Those  of- 
fences, which  are  of  narrow  extent,  may  receive  an  easy  satisfac^ 
tion:  the  amends  are  not  possible,  where  the  wrong  is  universal; 
Ihr  this  deed  of  the  ^ueen  shall  come  abroad  to  all  woinen^  so  thai 
they  shall  despise  their  husbands  in  their  eyes.  Indeed  so  public  ^ 
fact  must  ne^ds  fly :  that  concourse  gave  fit  opportunity,  to  di£> 
fuse  it  all  the  world  oven  The  examples  of  toe  great  are  easily 
drawn  into  rules.  3ad  lessons  are  apt  to  be  taken  out.  As  honour, 
so  contempt,  falls  down  from  the  head  to  the  skirts  \  never  ascends 
from  the  skirts  to  the  head.    • 

These  wise  ^len  are  so  much  the  more  sensible  of  this  danger, 
as  they  saw  it  more  likely  the  case  might  prove  their  own :  Like-' 
wise  shall  the  ladies  of  Persia  and  Media  say  this  day  unto  all  the 
king's  princes.    The  .first  prf^pedents  of  evil  must  bp  ^refiiUy 
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MToided,  if  we  eafe  to  keep  a  coottant  order  ip  gboA.    Phtdeoee 
cmoBd  tMBtter  bestur  itself,  than  in^keeping  mischief  from  faoaae."  - 

The  foundation  of  tbi»  doon  c^  Memucan  is  not  kdd  so.  deep, 
for  nothing ;  4f  <^  please  ike  Icings  iei  there  go  a  royai  eummMndf 
fnent  Jnm  hiviy  and  let  it  be  written  n/rngng  the  laius  of  Pei'sians 
and  MediMis^  that  it  be  twt  altered,  That  Vashti  ernie  na  mare 
heforeAhasuerus ;  and  let  the  king  give  her  royal  eetate  to  wmther^ 
ikat  is  better  than  she. 

How  boldl  a  word  was  this ;  and  how  hazardous  I  Had  Ahasaerais 
more  loved  the  beauty  of  Vashti,  than  hi>  h<Hiour,  Meosucan  had 
apoken  against  his  own  life: '  Howsoeirer,  a  queen  of  so  great  spi- 
rits could  not  want  streng[th  of  favour  and  faction,  in  the  Persnus 
conrt ;  which  could  not  out  take  fire,  at  so  deqMrate  a  motion. 
Faiifafiil  statesmen,  osrerlookins  ptifvate  respects,  must  bend  thcsr 
eyes  upon  public  dangers ;  Iwourins;  to  prevent  a  owmnnn  mis- 
chief, though  with  the  adventure  of  iheir  own. 

Nature  bad  taught  these  pagans  the  necessitf  of  a  female  aub^i 
iectipn,  and  tbe  hate  and  scorn  of  a  proud  disoi^edience.  Thef 
have  unlearned  the  very  dictates  of  nature,  that  can  abide  the 
head  to  be  set  below  the  rib. 

I  caimot iay  but  Vashti  was  worthy  of  a  sharp  censure:  I  can- 
not say  she  was  worthy  a  rqpudiatikNi.  This  plaister  drewtoo  hard. 
It  was  but  heathen  Justice,  to  punish  the  wife's  disobedience  in  one 
indifferent  act,  wim  a  divoree.  Nothing,  but  the  violation  of  die 
Biarriage«bed,  can  either  braak  or  untie  the  knot  of  marriage. 

Had  she  not  been  a  queen,  had  not  that  contemptuous  net  been 
public,  tbe  sentence  had  not  been  so  haid :  now,  the  punishment 
must  be  exeinplarjr,  lest  the  sin  should  be  so.  Many  a  one  had 
aflurted  less,  ic  their  persons,  if  their  place  had  been  meaner. 

The  king,  the  princes,  approve  this  heavy  iai^ment  of  Memu- 
can. It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  fair  fince  of  Vashti,  to  warxant 
her  stomach.  No  doubt,  many  messages  pasaad,  ere  the  rigour 
of  this  execution.  That  great  heart  knows  not  to  telent;  but  will 
rather  break,  than  yield  to  an  humble  deprecation.  When  the 
stone  and  the  steel  meet,  fire  is  stricken :  it  is  a  soft  answer,  that 
appeaseth  wrath.  Vashti  is  cast  o£  Letters  are  sent  finom  the 
king  into  aH  his  provinces,  to  command  that  «very  man  should 
rule  at  home.  The  court  affords  them  aii  awful  pattern  of  antfao- 
rily.  Had  not  Afaasuerus  doted  much  upon  Vashti^s  beauty,  he 
had  not  called  her  fo«th  at  tbe  feast,  to  be  wondered  at,  by  his 
peers  and  paople ;  yet  now  he  so  feels  the  wound  of  his  reputa^ 
tion,  that  he  forgets  he  ever  felt  any  wound  of  his  affection.  £ven 
the  greatest  love  may  be  overstrauied.  It  is  not  safe  presuming 
iqxMi  the  deepest  assurances  of  deamess.  There  is  no  heart,  thA 
may  not  be  estranged. 

It  is  not  poasiUe,  that  great  princes  diould  want  soothing  xip^ 
in  aH  ^diehr  mcUaatieiis^  in  dl  ^eir  actions.  While  Ahasueius  as 
ftfiowing  tbe  obasctof  his  aoibition  in  the  wani  of  Greeee,  hisfoj^ 
lowers  aie  prmridiug  for  his  lust  at  home.  Nothing  cduld  soiQiil 
mom  piciaring  to  a  ^mal  car,  than  that  all  tbe  fair  yeufif  wgJM^ 
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throughout  all  his  dominionsy  should  be  gathered  into  his  palace 
at  Sbushan,  for  his  assay  and  choice*  The  decree  is  soon  pub-^ 
lished.  The  charge  is  committed  to  Hegai,  the  kitijg*»  chamber* 
lain,  both  of  their  purification  and  ornaments.  , 

What  strife,  what  emulation,  was  now  amongst  all  the  Persian 
damsels,  that  either  were  or  thought  themselves  feir  I  Every  one 
hopes  to  be  a  queen ;  and  sees  no  reason,  why  any  other  should 
\fe  thought  more  excellent.  How  happy  were  we,  if  we  could'  be 
so  ambitious  of  our  espousals  to  the  King  of  Heaven  I 

Amongst  all  this  throng  of  virgins,  God  hath  provided  a  wife  for 
Ahasuerus ;  bavins  determined  his  cHdice',  where  most  advantage 
shall  rise  to  his  forlorn  people. 

.  The  Jews  were  misenibly  scattered  over  the  world,  in  that  Wde^ 
ful  deportation  under  Jeconiah.  Scarce  a  handful  of  them  returned 
to  Jerusalem.  The  rest  remain,  still  dispersed,  where  they  may ; 
but  have  leave  to  live.  There  are  many  thousands  of  them  turned 
over,  with  the  Babylonian  monarchy,  to  the  Persian.  Amongst 
the  I'est,  was  Mordecai,  the  son  of  Jair^  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ; 
a  man  of  no  mean  note  or  ability;  who,  living  in  Shusfaan,  had 
brought;  up  Hadassah,  or  Esther,  his  uncle's  daughter,  in  a  lib^al 
fashion.  It  was  happy  for  this  orphan,  that,  in  a  region  of  capti' 
vity,  she  lighted  into  such  good  hands.  Her  wise  kinsman  finas  it 
fit,  that  her  oreeding  and  habit  should  be  Persian-Uke.  In  outward 
and  civil  forms,  there  was  no  need  to  vary  from  the  heathen  :  her 
religion  must  be  her  own :  the  rest  was  so  altogether  theirs,  that 
her  very  nation  was  not  discerned. 

The  same  God,  that  had  given  incomparable  beauty  to  this  Jew* 
ess,  gave  her  also  favour  in  the  eyes  oi  Hegai,  the  keeper  of  ^the 
women.  She  is  not  only  taken  into  the  Persian  court,  as  one  of 
the  selected  virgins,  but  observed  with  more  than  ordinary  respect. 
All  necessaries  for  her  speedy  purification  are  brought  to  her; 
seven  maids  are  allowed  for  her  attendance ;  and  the  best  and  most 
honourable  place  in  that  seraglio  is  allotted  to  her:  as  if  this^eat 
officer  had  designed  her  for  a  queen,  before  the  choice  of  his 
master. 

What  strange  preparation  was  here,  for  the  impure  bed  of  a 
heathen !  Every  virgin  must  be  six  months  purified  with  oil  of 
myrrh,  and  six  other  mouths  perfumed  with  sweet  odours ;  besides 
those  special  receipts,  that  were  allowed  to  each  upon  their  own 
election.  O  God,  what  care,  what  cost  is  requisite  to  that  soul, 
which  should  be  addressed  a  fit  bride,  for  thine  own  holy  and  glo^ 
rious  Majesty  I  Wlieii  we  have  scoured  ourselves  with  the  most 
cleanest  oil  of  our  repentance,  and  have  perfumed  ourselves  with 
thy  best  graces  and  our  perfectest  obedience,  it  is  the  only  praise 
of  thy  Mercy,  that  we  may  be  accepted. 

The  other  virgins  passed  their  probation,.^  unr^^garded.    When  . 
Estiher's  turn  came,  thoush  she  required  nothing,  but  todk  what 
was  given  her;  though  ^  aflectra  nothing,  but  brought  that 
hce,  that  demeanour,  which  nature  Imd  cast  upon  her ',  no  eye 
^fiQ^her  without  admiration.   The  king  takes  suck  pieaauae  in  her 
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beftut^9  that,  contemning  all  the  other  vulgar  forms^  his  choice  is 
UiSj  nxed  upon  her,  ML  things  must  prosper^  where  God  hath' 
xDtended  the  success. 

The  most  wiaa  Providence  of  the  Ahnightir  fetches  his  projects 
iroin  for.  The  preparation ^  and  advantage^  of  his  own  people  is  in 
hand.  For  the  contriving  of  this,  Vashti  sliall  be  abandoned ;  the 
virgins  shail  be  chosen ;  Isther  only  shall  please  Ahasuerus ;  Mor- 
decai  shall  displease  Haman ;  Haman's  ruin  shall  raise  Mordecai. 
The  purposes  of  God  cannot  be  judged  by  his  remote  actions ; 
only  the  accomplishment  shows  his  designs :  in  the  mean  time,  it 
irieaseth  him  to  look  another  way,  than  he  moves ;  and  to  work  his 
own. ends,  by  arbitrary  and  unkuidly  accidents. 

None  but  Esther  shall  succeed  Vashti.  She  only  <Uurries  the 
beart  of  Ahasuerus  from  all  her  sex.  The  royal  crown  is  set  upon 
her  head ;  and,  as  Vashti  was  cast  off  at  a  feast,  •so  Mrith  a  solenm 
feast  shall  Esther  be  espoused.  Ifere  wanted  no  triumph,  to  ex- 
press the  joy  of  this  great  bridegroom ;  and,  that  the  world  might 
witness  he  eould  be  no  less  loving  than  severe,  all  his  provinces 
shall  feel  the  pleasure  of  this  happy  match,  in  their  immunities^ 
in  their  rich  gitts^ 

With  what  envious  eyes,  do  we  think,  Vashti  looked  upon  her 
clorious  rival  {  How  doth  she  now,  though  too  late,  secretly  chide 
her  peevish  will,  that  had  thus  stript  her  of  her  royal  crown,  and 
mule  way  for  a  more  happy  successor !  Little  did  she  think,  her 
refusal  could  have  had  so  heinous  a  construction.  Little  did  she 
fear^  that  one  word,  perhaps  not  ill-meant,  should  have  forfeited 
her  husband,  her  crown,  and  all  that  slie  was.  Whoso  is  not  wise 
enoueh  to  forecast  the  danger  of  an  oflence,  or  indiscretion,  may 
have  leisure  enough  of  an  unseasonable  repentance. 

That  mind  is  truly  g^eat  and  noble,  tnat  is  not  changed  with 
die  hi^hesst  prosperity.  Queen  Esther  cannot  forget  her  cousin 
Mordecai.  No  pomp  can  make  her  slight  the  charffe  of  so  dear 
a  kiqsman.  In  aa  her  royalty ,  she  casts  her  eye  upon  nim,  amongst 
the  throng  of  beholders ;  but  she  must  not  know  him.  Her  obe- 
dience keeps  her  in  awe ;  and  will  not  suffer  her  to  draw  him  up 
with  her,  to  the  participation  of  her  honour.  It  troubles  her  not 
9  little,  to  forbear  this  duty ;  -but  she  ipust.  It  is  enough  for  her, 
that  Mordecai  hath  commanded  her  not  to  be  known,  who  or 
whese  she  was. 

Perhaps  the  wise  Jew  feared,  that,  while  her  honour  was  yet 

reen  add  unsettled,  the  notice  of  her  nation  and  the  name  of  a 

^ised  captive  might  be  some  blemish  to  her  in  th^  proud  court; 

whereas,  afterwards,  upon  the  merit  of  her  carrii^e  and  the  fiill 

possession  of  all  hearts,  her  name  might  dignify  ner  nation  and 

countermand  all  reproaches. 

Mordecai  was  an  officer  in  the  court  of  Ahasuerus.  His  service 
called  Mm  daily  to  attend  in  the  king's  gate.  Much  better  might 
he,  being  a  Jew,  serve  a  pagan  master,  dian  his  foster-daughter 
mgbn  ascend  to  a  pagan's  bea. 

^  the  necessijty  .or  convenience  of  bis  occasions  called  b'm  to 
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sertei  His  piety  snd  fdigion  diHed  him  to  fiuthftdneAi  in  bis  Mr- 
▼iee.  .Two  of  the  .ki*K^B  chamberiainsy  Bigthan  and  TereA^  con- 
spire against  the  life  of  their  sovereign.  No  greatness  can  secnte 
frtim  treachery  or  violence.  He,  that  ruled  over  milKons  of  men, 
through  a  hundred  lind  seven  and  twenty  prdtrinces,  cannot  assare 
himself  from  llie  band  of  a  villain.  He,  that  bad  the  ik>w^  of 
other  men's  iives,  is  in  danger  of  his  own.  Happr  i^  tnat  man, 
Uiat  is  once  posseted  of  a  crown  in(56miptible,  nnftdable,  reaervea 
fbr  bim  in  heaven.  No  force,  no  treason  can  reach  thither:  there, 
can  be  no  perils  of  either  violence  orforfeiture.- 

The  likeliest  defence  of  the  person  of  any  prince^  ia^  the  fkUttjr 
of  his  attendants.  Mordecai  overhears  the  wtaisperinr  if  them 
wicked  conspirstors,  and  reveals  it  to  Esther.  She,  aa  gbd  ef  such 
an  opportmiity  to  commend  unto  Ahasuenis  the  loyalty  of  him 
adiom  she  durst  but  secretly  honour,  Tevaals  it  to  the  king.  The 
dreumstances  ate  examined ;  the  plot  is  discovered ;  the  traitom 
executed ;  the  service  recorded  in  the  Persian  annals. 
'  A  good  foundation  is  thtu  kid  for  Mordecai^s  advaDcement^ 
wfaicb  yet  is  not  over  hastened,  cm  eithet  part.  Woorthy  «Uftposi-* 
tions  labour  only  to  deserve  well ;  leaving  the  caie  of  their  remu* 
neration  to  them^  whom  it  concerns*  n  is  fit,  that  Gcd*s  leisare 
should  be  attended^  in  all  his  desianments.  The  hour  is  set,  when 
Af ordecai  shall  be  raised :  if ,  in  the  metetn  tiitie  there  b^  an  inter- 
ventioh,  not  only  of  negle<tt,  but  of  fears  and  dangers,  all  choMS 
bUH  mak6  his  honour  so  much  more  sweet,  more  precious. 

Esther  i\  ii\ 

ItAMAN  DISRESPECTED  BY  MORD|;CAIj  MOfeDECJArS 

MESSAGE  TO  ESTHER,      . 

« 

BKsmBs  the  charge  of  his  office,  the  cftre  of  Esther's  prosperity 
calls  Mordecai  to  the  kiilg's  gate ;  and  fixes  him  there. 
'  With  what  inward  contentment  did  he  think  of  his  to  royal  pii« 
ptl !  ''Here.  I  sit  amontf  my  fellows.  Little  doth  the  world  think, 
that  mi<ie  adopted  ehila  sits  in  ilie  throne  of  Persia }  that  the  great 
empress  of  the  iB^orld  owes  herself  to  me.  I  might  h^ve  more  ho^ 
nour,  I  oouid  not  have  so  much  secret  comfort,  if  all  Shuihau 
knew  wha^  interest  I  havd  in  queen  Esther.** 

While  his  heahrt  is  taken  up  with  these  thoughts,  who  should 
come  ruffling  by  him,  but  the  new-raiwd  favourite  of  kin^  Ahasu- 
eruB^  Haman,  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agi^te  i  Him  bath 
the  great  king  unexpectedly  advanced ;  and  set  nis  seat  above  all 
the  princes  that  were  with  him.  The  gracious  renpects  of  princes 
are  not  always  led  by  merit,  but  by  their  own  will ;  which  is  ever 
affected  to  be  so  much  the  freer,  as  themselves  would  be  held  more 
great. 

When  the  sun  shines  upon  the  dial,  evety  passenger  will  be 
looking  at  it.  There  needed  no  oomnumd  of  reverence,  where 
Ahasuerus  was  pleased  to  countenance.  All  knees  will  bow  lilone 
even  to  fbrbidden  idols  of  honout ;  how  much  more,  where  rojal 
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ftadiority  enjoi&s  obeisance !  All  the  servants,  dl  the  rahjccts,  of 
kii^^  Ahasoenifl  ate  willinf  ly  proauate)  before  thU  ffreat  minion  of 
thttr  aoTereign.  Only  Mordecai  rtanda  stiff;  as  if  be  saw  nothing 
mora  than  a  man^  in  that  proud  Agagite. 

They  are  not  observed,  that  do  as  thi^  most ;  but  if  any  one 
iban  flhall  varv  from  the  multitude,  all  eyes  are  turned  upon  him* 
Mordecai*s  feilow-^fBcars  note  this  palpable  irreverence,  and  ex* 
postulate  k;  ^*  Whf  trantgrtssest  thou  the  tmg's  commandment  f 
Conaiderest  thou  not^  how  far  this  affiront  reacheth  i   It  is  not  the 

KKm  of  Haman^  whom  thou  refusest  to  adore,  but  the  king  in 
,  Neither  do  we  regard  so  much  the  man,  as  the  coitunaild. 
Let  Mm  be  nearer  so  vile,  -whom  the  kinff  bids  to  be  honoured, 
with  what  safety  can  a  subjeot  examine  the  charge,  or  I'esist  it  ? 
HJB  unworthiness  cannot  dispense  with  our  loyalty.  What  a  dan- 
gerous wilfulness  should  it  be,  to  incur  the  forfeiture  of  thy  place, 
of  thy  life,  for  a  courtesy !  If  thou  wilt  not  bow  with  others,  ex« 
pect  to  suffer  alone." 

^*  Perhaps,''  they  thought,  **  this  omission  was  unheedy.**  In 
a  case  pf  ignpjpnce  or  incogitancyi  it  was  a  friendly  office  to  acU 
moQiah ;  ibo  wght  of  the  error  had  been  the  temedy. 

Mosdepiu  h^irs  their  phallenge,  their  advice ;  and  thinks  goo4 
10  answer  both,  with  silence:  as.ifiUine  they  should  imagiae,  hia 
inflexibleness  proceeded  from  a  resolution;  and  that  resolution 
fipoti  some  secvel  grounds,  which  be  needed  i|ot  impart :  at  last  yet 
he  imparts  thus  much  $  ^*  Let  it  suffifie,  that  I  api'a  Jei^,  and  Ha- 
inan an  Amalekite/' 

After  a  private  expostulation^  the  continuance  of  that  open 
neglect  is  construed  for  a  sullen  obstinacy ;  and  noif ,  the  monitors 
themselves  grow  sensible  of  the  contempt.  Men  are  commonly 
impatient,  to  Jose  the  thank  of  their  endeavours ;  and  ane  prooe  to 
hate,  whom  they  cannot  reform.  P^y »  f  hefefore,  to  pick  a  thank, 
and  partly  to  revenge  this  poi^tumsicy,  thes^  oflppers  tufn  informers 
against  monfepai ;  neither  meant  to  make  the  matter  tmex  than  it 
was.  They  teli  Haman,  bow  proud  and  stubborn  a  Jew  sat  amongst 
them ;  how  ill  they  could  brook  so  sauey  an  affront  to  1^  ofiered 
to  bis  greatness ;  how  seriously  they  had  expQ3titlated ;  bow  sto* 
|nadift:|lly  the  offender  persisted ;  and  beseech  him,  that  he  woui4 
be  pleased,  in 'bis  next  passage,  to  cast  some  glances  that  way,  and 
but  observe  the  feshion  of  that  intolerable  insolency. 

The  proud  Agugite  cannot  lone  endure  the  very  (expectation  of 
such  ad  indignity.  On  purpose  €U>th  he  stalk  th^tner,  with  higher 
than  (lis  ordfinary  stMs ;  snuflWig  tt^  the  air  as  he  goes ;  and  would 
see  the  man,  that  aurst  deny  reverence  to  tbo  greatest  prince  of 
Persia. 

MordeCai  holds  bis  pld  posture  *  only,  he  is  so  much  more  care* 
less,  as  he  sees  Ham.9ti  more  disdainful  and  imperious.  Neither 
of  then»-goes  about  to  Ude  his  passion.  One  looked,  as  if  he  said, 
*'  I  hate  the  pride  9f  Hfipan ;''  the  other  looked,  as  if  he  said,  ^*  I 
win  pkgne  the  coi^Wspipt  of  Mordecai.*'  How  did  the  eyes  pf 
Haman  sparkle  wkb  fury ,-  aind^  as  ft  yrere^  dai^t  out  deadly  beaais 


in  tlie  fibce  of  thai:  despiteful  Je^.! .  How  did  be  swell  with  indigo 
nation  \  and  then  ag^n  wa^  pale  with  anger !  Shoctly ,  bis  very 
brow  ^d  his  motion  bad  Mordecai  look  for  the,  utmost  of  rev^ge.  , 

IVIordecai  foresees  his  danger,  and  contemns  it.    No  frowiiS)  no 
threats  can  supple  those  joints :  he  may  break ;  he  will  not  bow* 

What  shall  we  say  then  to  this,  obfirmed  resolution  of  Mordeoai? 
What  is  it,  what  can  it  be,  that  so  stiffens  the  knees  of  Mordecfii^ 
that  death  is  more  easy  to  him,  than  their  incurvation  ?  Certainly^ 
if  mere  civility  were  in  (question,  this  wilful  irreverence  to  so  great 
a  peer  could  not  pass,  without  the  just  censure  of  a  rude  perverse^ 
Qess.  It  is  religion  that  forbids  this  obeisaace;  and  teUs  Ivm^ 
that  such  courtesy  could  not  be  free  from  sin.  Whether  it  were,- 
that  more  than  human  honour  was  required  to  this  new-^erected 
image  of  the  great  king ;  as  the  Persians  were,  ever  wont  to  be 
noted,  for  too  nwch  lavishness  in.tliese  courtly  devotions:  or  whe* 
ther  it  were,  that  the  ancient  curse,  .wherewith  God  had  branded- 
the  blood  and  stock  of  Haman  (Exod.  xvii.  16»  Deut.  xxv.  19,), 
made,  it  unlawful  for  an  Israelite  to  give  him  any  observance ;  for* 
the  AmsJekites,  of  whosf*  royal  line  Haman  was  d^iscended,  w^e 
the  nation,  with  which  God  had  sworn  perpetual  hostility,  and 
whose  memory  he  had  straighdy  cbaiged  his  people  to  root,  out 
from  under  heaven.  ^^  How  may  I,"  thinks  he,  *^  adore,  where 
God  commands  me  to  detest  ?  How  may  I  profess  respect,  where. 
God  professeth  enmity  ?  How  may  I  contribute  to  the  establish* 
n^eut  of  that  seed  upon  earth,  which  God  hath  charged  to  be  puUed! 
up  from  under  heaven  ?^*  Outward  actions  of  indi0erency,  wbeiL 
once. they  am  fek  to  trench  iipen.the  conscience,,  Jay  deep  obligar- 
tions  upon  the  soul ^^ even  while  they  are  most  sUghleed  by  careless 
hearts.  . 

.  Ifi  what  a  flame  of  wiath  doth  HamPMi  live  this  while !  whestewith. 
he  could  not  but  have  consumed  hi^  own  heart,  had  he  not  givea 
vent  to  that  rage,  iri  his  assured  purposes  of  revenge. 
'  Great  men's  anger  is  like  to  themselves,  strong,  fierce,  ambi-r. 
tlous,  of  an  excessive  satisfaction*  Haman  j^orns  (o  take  up  ^rith 
the  blood  of  Mordecai.  This  were  but  a  vulgar  amends.  Poor 
men  can  kill,  wliere  they  hate ;  and  e?(piate  their  own  wrong,  with, 
the  life  of  a  sirxgle  enemy :  Ham^n'^  uiry  shall  fly  «  Ugher  pitch. 
3tJlillions  of  till  oats  arc  few  enough  to  bleed  for  this  o^R^ce^  U  is 
a  Jew,  that  hath  despited  him ;  all  tho  whole  nation  of  the  Jews, 
sbail  perish,  for  the  stomach  of  this  one.  The  monftrcby  of  the 
world  was  now  in  the  band  of  the  Persian.  As  Judea  was  within, 
this  compasq,  so^th^re  was  soar^^  9>  J;ew  upon  earthy  without  th^^ 
v,erge  of  the  Persian  dqniinions*  Xlie  generation,  thc^.naipo*  •'^ 
now  die  at  once.  Neither  shall  there  be  any  memory  of  them^' 
but, this;  ^*  lliere  was  U  people,  which,  having  been  fomous 
through  the  world  for  thr^e  thouaancl  four  hundred  and  founsccMT^s 
years,  were  in  a  moment  qxti^ict,  by  the  power  of  Huimiiy  fQC> 
default  of  a  coUKtesy.",  .  #»      •  '        '  ' 

J^erh4p9,  that  Jieretlitary  grudge  and,oW  antipa^thy,  tliat  vas  be* 
twi«t  Jsrael.4r4iAw»leHj,  st^clf  slili..iii  tlie  he^t  of  this  Agagiti* 
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M^Ai^  ko^,  that  God  had  ^^ommanded  Iteel,  t6  root  out' 
iUaaleK  fieom  tuider  beavai ;  «ad  now,  -thcrefof e,  an  Axnalekito 
^hftUbeo^dy  touhe  tlmadnmt»geagaMistIieael.    ' 
.  It k eKtxcne  iojiMtice)  to diiale  the piiiiBiihflMiit.beyond  tbeof* 
fimcQ;  and  to  enwrap  tboiuuids  of  iiHiocenr9.'whbiO  the  trespeaa 
of  one.    How  iBEiiy  tnat  were  yet  unborn  whea  UamM  wii»  unsa*- 
kit^,  must  me  the  fact  they  kved  n6%  to  know !  How  oiany  miU' 
lions  of  Jews  were  tfaeo  living,  thaut  knew  not  there  was  a  Alorde- 
!  All  of  them  are  fetched  into  one  condition ;  and  most  sufier; 
tb^  cap  know  their  oifence.  ^ 

Oh  the  infinite  distance*  betwixt  tfap  ui^ust  cruelty  of  menvaad 
fte  Just  naercies  of  the  Almighty  I  Even  Caiaph£^  htnttdf  coaU  aay» 
M  is  kctUir^  that  one  trmn  dicj  than  that  oil  tke  people  should  perish ': 
and  heor. |Iainan  can^ say >  ^*  It  is  better,  that  all  the  people  shoold. 
perishy  than  that  one  man  should  die.'*    Thy  mercy,  O  God,  byt 
the  willing  death  of  one  that  had  not  sinned, , hath  defrayed  ttie 
jnst  death  of  ia  world  of  sinners:  while  the  injurious  rigour  of  a* 
nan,  for  the.  supposed  faolt  of  one,  would  destroy  a  whole  nation,* 
^ihat  had  notoQeoded*    It  is  true,  that,  by  the  sin  of  one,  death; 
ae^^ped  over  all ;  but  it  was,  because  all  sinned  in  .that  one.    Had 
AQt  all  B^m  b^n  in  Adavi,  all  had  not  fallen  in  him,  all  had  not- 
died  in  him.    It  was  not  the  man,  but  mankind  that  fell  into  sin,r 
ai|d  by  sin  into  death.    No  man  can  complaia  of  punishment,, 
while  no  man  can  exempt  himself  from  the  transeression.  Unmer*- 
ciAil  Hamao  would  have  imbrued  his  haada  to  uiat  blood,  which 
he  fo^  not  but  coirfess  innocent. 

It  ia  a  vare  thing,  if  th^  height  of  favour  cause  not  presumption, 
$uc^  is  Haman's  greatness,  that  he  takes  his  design  for  granted, 
%et  if  can  receive  a  motion.  The  fittest  days  for  this'  great  mas^ 
sacra  are  determined  by  tlie  lots  of  their  common  divination ;  ac^ 
cording  whereiinto,  Hainan  chooseth  the  hour  of  this  bloody  suit ; 
and  now,  waited  oo  by  opportunity,  be  addresseth  hiaitielf  to  king 
Abasnerus:  l^here-  is  a  certain  people  scattered  abroad  mid  dis^ 
fersed  among  the  people ^  in  all  the  provinces  of  th\^  kingdom;  and 
their  laws  are  diverse  from  aU  people ;  neither  keep  they  the  king^s 
lam :  therrfore  it  is  not  for  the  kmg's  profit  to  suffer  thein,  Jf  ii 
please  the  king^  let  it  be  written  that  they  jfiay  be  destroyed ;  ani 
I  will  pcnf  ten  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  the  nands  of  the  officers, 

Wita  what  cunning  hath  this  man  couched  his  malice !  He  doth 
not  say,  **  There  is  a  Jew,  that  hath  affronted  ine ;  let  me  bo 
avenged  of  his  nation  :'*  this  rancour  was  too  monstrous  to  be  con-* 
fessed.  Perhaps  this  s^gestion  might  havQ  bred  in  the  mind  of 
Ahasuems  a  conceit  of  Haman's  ill-nature  and  intolerable  imma^ 
aity;  but  hia  pretences  are  plausible,  aod  such  as  dcive  at  no 
other  than  the  public  goodr 
•  £vefy  w<Rd.  hath  his  insinuation,   - 

Jt  is  a  scattered  people.  Were  the  nation  entii^  their  mainta- 
nance  couhi.not  but  stand  with  the  king'^  honour ;  but  now,  since 
they  are  but  stragglers,  as  their  loss  would  be  insensible,  so  their 
^ontipuaqoe  apd  s^i^tttie  caimot  biit  be  pn^udicj^.    It  was  not 


thefatik,  it  wdt'lhe  ntwry,  tff'tlMe  {imt  JiettSi  lte«  thmfi^ 
dis^^ersed ;  tad  now  tbei^  di^^^itiM  is  made  an  aiftument  of  tlMr 
extirpation :  therefor^  nmit  tberf*  be  destpoydd  Mm  tlie  eaith; 
hecaxm  they  m&n^  soatterad  ovef  the  4artfh,  A^  good/  M  ei^, 
dnMT  oil  Mch  4idi«r, '  That,  whidi  6boiil<>  plead  for  p&ctr  in  tike 
weH-Afitetied ,  i»  a  motive  t0  orHelty  in  saici^ge  niindt.  Seldom  erer 
hath  eflttremHv  of  tnisohief  sdsed,  wh^re  e^ier  aflli^ona  httve  not* 
been  billettd  bafove.  Ail  feithftf  Jews  had  Mront  to  aay  uiuxl  Ood| 
Mav6  mepcjf  upmu9^  O  God;  mntsa^e  usi  f<fr  mt  s&ul  is  full  rf 
contempt  J  and  we  are  scattered  amongst  the  hpathen^  KtiA  her5 
this  anetny  can  aay  6f  them  tO' Aba^ueros,  f1  bsstrcjf  tkenijjbr 
iiey  are  saaneredi  root  tbem  otit,  for  mery  ase  eondeilined^^ 
Vi6\^  much  bettar  is  it  ep  fall  into  the  handa  or  God,  than  of  meb  f 
aince  that,  whidi  «d|ata  the  awonl  of  m^fi^  trorka  comsiiaenttaon  ih 
tiieJUim^hty! 

Baaidea  the  diaaiiiaiion  of  the  peraMa.  ^tTkeirlmus  are  diaense 
ftcm  isU  peapk  r  iX  other  people  lire  by  thy  laura ;  thev  onljr  by 
tbeif  own :  and  how  can  this  aingnlarity  of  their  ftsniooa  Init 
braed  disorder  and  inconvehienQe  i   Did  they  t)ve  in  atmo  corher 
of  die  earth  apsirt,  the  difference  in  religion  f^^d  gOTernmacit  could 
not  import  much  \  now,  that  the^  are  ditj^eraed  amofigat  all  tl^ 
aubjects,  what  do  these  nncoutb  forftia  df  ^htijipa^  but  ceacball  the 
worid  to  be  irregidar  ?  Why  ahouid  they  livq  nnd^f  thy  protection, 
that  will  not  be  got^rned  by  thy  laws  ?T  Wick^  |[]aaian !  what 
were  the  laws  of  Israel,  but  the  laws  of  God  ?  If  tHis  ^'«  qparMFi' 
what  shall  the  deadi  of  the  Jews  be  otHer,  thaii  niitairf  rdqnar '  Tha^ 
divet^ity  cf  judement  and  practide  finxn  the  raat  of  the  woltd,^ 
hath  been  an  old  and  envioiis  imputation  cast  upbi^  God's  JOi|t|reb. 
What  if  we  be  singled  from  others,  while  we  ^f^  with  God  t  In 
matters  lawful,  arbitrary,  indifferent,  wisdom  teachetb  \xi  f0  can* 
ffxm  ourselves  to  all  otiiers ;  but  where  God  hath  laid  a  apecia) 
imposition  upon  us,  we  must  either  vary,  or  sin#    The  greateat 
glory  of  Israel  was  their,  lavrs ;  whei^in  th^'  aa  far  eiTeeraed  aB 
other  nations,  as  heaven  is  abot^  <^rth ;  yet,  hew  their  ia^  md 
<)uarrelled,  and  are  made  the  inducements  of  their  destruction. 
It  is  not  pot»ible,  that  the  Church  of  God  ahoald  Escape  perae(»K 
tion,  while  that  whi^h  it  hath  ^ood  is  matigned';  while  diat  odfends^ 
which  makes  it  hapoyj 

*^  Yet,  that  they  have  la#s  ttf  liieir  own,  Vftxe  nftt  so  nQsti^* 
able,  if,  withal^  they  did  oi>§erv^  thine,  X>  king;  bni  these  ieif^i 
as  they  ar^  uticbnfofintfble,  so  they  are  teditkms :  They  keep  n^f 
ike  ktng*s  iMs:*  Thdu  felaiiderest,  Haman.  They  could  not 
keep  their  Owti  laws,  if  ti^ey  kept  not  thekingVi;  f(ar.  fheti* '^ 
0^11  thefm  to  obedttoee*  unto  ^ir  sotereigns/end  aid^udgei  hejii  i^ 
the  rebellious.  In  all  those  hundred  and  seven  an^  twenty  wo- 
vinces,  kiiig  Ahasuerus  hath  no  subjects,  b.ut  thenfk.  'ThAt'opej 
out  of  cdhscfenC^  i*  Others,  owt  of  fear.  Why  are  they  diai'lw 
with  that,  which  (»ey  do  most  abhor  ?  ^Wha€  cAtt  be  the  aground  w 
this  crimiriation  ?  Ahasuerus  6oi6mattded  all  knee*  tol&^dsvto  H^ 
ihan.    A  Jew  tmly  lefnaes.    MuHdoua'Hllmim I*  VL^y  thait  r^toea 


tobmr  untotbeey  bud  sofflckntly  ajpfmnred  bit  loyalty  to  Ahs^ 
suemi.  AbaMerus  had  not  beeii^  if.  Mdrdtcai  bad  not  been  a 
good  subject.  Hsth  the  khig  no  fows,  but  wbat  ooncem  thine 
adocation  t  Set  aside  raltgioo^  (wherein  the  Jew  is  ready  to  pre^ 
«it)  if  not  active,  yet  patisive  obedience,)  and  name  that  Persian 
kw,  ?rbich  a  Jew  dat^  break.  As  I  never  yet  read  br  lieard  of  a 
cooscioniUlle  Israeiste,  that  hath  not  passed  under  this  calumniiu 
tkm ;  so  I  cannot  yield  him  a  true  Israehte,  that  deserves  it^  Ift 
vkndoth  he  proless  to  at^hnowledgct  a  God,  in  Iseaven,  that  denies 
kniaip  to  his  deputy,  on  earth. 

//  is  not  Jmr  thi  king's  prcJU  to  suffer  them.  Worldly  hearts 
are  not  led  by  good  or  evih  but  by  profit  or  losa ;  neither  have 
dnv  graoe  to  know,  that  nothing  is  profitable  but  what  is  honest ; 
naitiuig  so  desperately  incommmious,  as  wickedness.  They  most 
needs  o0end  by  rule,  that  measure  all  thin^  by  profit,  dnd  measure 
profit  by  their  imagination.  How  easy  is  it,  to  suggest  strange 
amnithsi  when  there  is  nobody  to  noake  answer  I  Vm^  Haman, 
how  is  it  not  for  the  king's  profit  to  suffer  the,  Jews?  If  thou 
construe  this  profit  for  honour,  the  king's  honour  is  in  the  multi^ 
tilde  of  subjects ;  and  what  people  more  numerous  than  they  ?  If 
for  gain,  tne  king's  profit  is  in  the  largeness  of  his  tributes ;  and 
what  pco|>le  are  mora  deep  in  their  pajnnents  ?  If  for  service^ 
what  people  are  more  ofEcious  ?  How  can  it  stand  with  tb^  king's 
pnfiti  to  bereave  himself  of  subjects,  his  subjects  of  their  lives^ 
Ilis  esohsquer  of  their  tributes,  his  state  of  their  defence  ?  He  is  e 
weak  pottticiM,  tittt  knows  not  to  gild  over  the  worst  prejecti 
with  a  pretence  of  public  utiHty .  No  name  under  heaven  hath 
itatde  io  many  fods,  so  many  villains,  as  this  of  profit. 

Lsstly^  as  Ahasuems  reaps  nothing  but  disprotit  by  the  lives  of 
A*  Jews,  so  he  shall  reap  no  small  profit  by  their  deaths :  /  will 
f^  teri  tkousimi  t^iknis  of  siher^  tb  the  king's  treasttfy^  for  th^ 
^xnutitm.  If  revenge  were  not  very  sweef  to  the  malicicms  man^ 
lie  eould  not  be  content  to  purchase  it  at  so  high  a  rate.  How  do 
we  see  daily,  that  the  thirst  hereof  carries  men  to  a  riotous  prodi* 
g^ty  of  estate,  body,  soul !  Cruel  Haman !  if  thou  couldst  have 
swimmed  in  a  whole  sea  of  Jewish  blood,  if  thou  couldst  have 
nbod  mountains  of  their  carcases,  if  thou'  oouMst  have  made  all 
l^nsia  thy  shahibles,  who  would  have  given  tfai^  ohe  farthing  for 
dl  these  piles  of  flesh,  for  all  those  streanu  jSf  blood  {  yea,  who 
would  not  rather  have  been  at  charge,  for  4M  ilvi>iding  of  the  att**- 
itoyaiices  of  those  slaughtered  bodies,  which  ihou  offerest  to  buy  at 
^  thousand  talents  i  It  were  a  happy  thing,  if  charity  could  en^ 
l^rge  itself  but  so  much  as  malice ;  if  the  preservation  of  manldml 
tomd  be  so  much  beholden  to  our  bounty^  as  the  destruction. 

Now,  when  all  these  are  laid  tdgether,  thd  baseness  and  disper* 
^ess  of  the  people,  the  diversity  of  the  laws,  the  irregularity  of 
^ir  government,  the  rebellion  of  their  praottce^  the  incoevenieAce 
^  their  toleration,  the  gain  of  their  extirpation,  what  coald  the 
^t  or  art  of  man  devise  more  itislnuative,  mere  likely  to  per^. 
^*ttde  i   How  could  it  be  but  Ahasuerus  must  Heeds  ^nk,  since 
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h«  could  not  susiieet  ithe  groiind  of  tSua  smt,  ^Wiiat'S  zealous 
patriot  have  I  raised,  that  can  be  Content  to  buy  off  the  incom* 
nodity  of  the  state,  at  bis  ^  own  chattte!  How  worthy  is  he  ra« 
ther  of  the  aid,  both  of  my  power  and  purse !  Why  should  I  be. 
feed,  to  ease  my  kingdoms  of  rebels  ?  Tne  silver  2>  givm  to  thee^  the 
people  alsoj  to  do  with  them  as  seenieth  good  to  tJiee,^'*  Without  all 
delay,  ibt^  secretaries  are  called  to  write  the  warrants ;  the  kiug^s 
ring  is  given  to  seal  them ;  the  posts  are  sent  out  to  carry  iliem 
into  all  provinces ;  tbe  day  set,  wherein  ail  Jews,  of  all  ages,  of 
both  sexes,  through  the  hundred  and  •8e\)s«i  and  twenty  provinces 
pf  the  king,  shall  oe  sacrificed  to  the  wrath  of  Haman. 

In  all  the  carriage  of  Ahasuerus,  who  sees  not  too  much  head-f 
iness  of  passion  ?  Vashti  is  cast  pflp  for  a  tride ;  the  Jews  are 
eiven  to  the  slaughter  for  nothing :  his  rage  in  the  one,  his  favour 
in  the  x)ther,  is  too  impotent.    He  i^  not  a  worse  husl^d,  than  a 

The  bare  word  of  Haman  is  enough  to  kill  so  many  objects. 
No  disposition  can  be  more  dangerops  in  great  perscxis,  than  vio* 
lence  of  affection  mixed  with  crraulity. 

Oh  the  seeming  inequality  of  human  conditions !  TheMing  and 
Haman  sat  down  to  drink j  but  the  city  of  Shxishan  was  pe^plexedr 
It  is  a  woeful  thing,  to  see  great  ones  auaff  die  tears  of  the  op- 
pressed ;  and  to  hear  them  make  music  ox  shrieks. 

With  what  lamentation,  do  we  think,  all  the  synagogues  of  Jews,, 
through  the  world,  received  this  fatal  message  of  their  proclaimed 
destruction !     How  do  they  bemoan  themselves,  each  to  other ! 
How  do  tlieir  conjoined  cries  fill  heaven  amd  earth } 

But,  above  ally^wbat  sackcbth  and  ashes  could  suffice  woeful 
Mordecai,  that  found  in  himself  the  occasion  of  all  this  slaughter  ? 
What  soul  could  be  cap^ibl^  of  more  bittefn^ss,  than  he  felt? 
while  he  could  not  but  think,  ^'  Wretched  man  that  I  am!    it  is 
I,  that  have  brought  all'this  calamity  upon  my  nation.   It  is  I,  that 
liiave  been  tbe  ruin  of  my  people.    Woe  19  me,  that  ever  I  put  my* 
self  into  tlie  court,  into  the  service  of  a  Pagan,    How  unhappy  was 
ly  to  cast  myself  into  these  straits,  that  I  ipust  either  honour  an 
Agagite,  or  draw  a  vengeance  upon  Israel !    Yet  how.  couU  I  ima« 
ffine,  tliat  the  flame  of  Haman's  r^e  would  have  broke  out  bo  feur  ? 
Might  that  revenge  have  determmed  in  my  blood,  how  hfkppy 
^ttld   I  have  been  \     Now,  I  have  brought  death  upon  many, 
thousands  of  innocents,  that  cannot  know  wherefore  they  die. 
Why  did  I  not  hide  myself  rather,  from  .the  place  of  that  proud. 
Amalckitc  ?     Why  did  I  stand  out  in  contestation,  with  so  over- 
powerful  an  enemy  ?    Alas !  no  man  of  Israel  shall  so  mueh  as  hve 
to  curse  me :  only  mine  eneihies  shall  record  my  name  with  igno- 
nuoy ;  and  say,  ^Mordec^  was  the,  bane  of  his  nation.'    Oh,  that 
n^y  zeal  shouki  baye  reserved  me  for  so  heavy  a  sjervice !    Where, 
now  arc  those  vain  afnbitions,  wherewith  I  pleased  myself  in  this 
great  match  of  Esther  ?     How  fondly  did  I  hope,  by  this  undue 
ineans,  to  raise  myself  and  my  people !     Yea,  is  not  this  carnal 
presumption  the  quarrel^  that  God  liath  againdt  me  2    Do  I  not 
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therefore  smart  from  these  Pagans,  for  that  I  secretly  aifected  this 
iiDcircuEiictsed  alliance  P  Howsoever  it  be,  yet,  O  God,  what 
bsLve'thy  people  doHe  i  Oh>  iet  it  be  thy  just  mercy,  that  I  may 
perish  alone." 

In  these  sad  thoughts  did  Moirdeoai  spend  his  heart,  while  he 
walked  mournfully  in  sackcloth,  before  tliat  gate,  wherein  he  was 
wont  to  sit.  Now,  bis  habit  bars  his  approach*  No  .sackcloth 
might  come  within  the  court.  Lo,  that,  which  is  welcpmest  in  the 
court  of  heaven,  is  here  excluded  from  the  presence  of  this  earthly 
royalty:  ji  broken  oful  contrite. heart,  OGod,  thou  wUtrwtde* 
spise. 

Neither  did  it  a  little  add  to  the  sorrow  of  Mordecai,  to  bear  the 
bitter  insultations  of  his  former  monitors :  ^^  Did  we  not  advise  thes 
better  i  Did  we  not  fore-admonish  thee  of  thy  danger  ?.  See  now 
the  issue  of  thine  obstinacy.  Now  see,  what  it  i&  for  thine  earthen 
pitcher  to  knock  with  brass  ?  Now,  where  is  the  man,  that  would 
needs  contest  with  ^  Haman  \  Hast  thou  not  now.  brqught  thy 
matters  to  a  fair  pass  ?  Thy  stomach  had  long  owed  thee  a  spite, 
and  now  it  hath  paid  thee.  Who  can  pity  thy  wilfulness  ?  Since 
thou  wouldst  needs  deride  our  counsel,  we  will  take  leave  to  laugh 
at  thy  sackcloth/^  Nothing  but  scorns,  and  grie&,  and  tercort 
present  themselves  to  miserable  Mordecai.  All  the  external  buf<» 
tets  of  adversaries  were  slight,  to  the  wounds  that  he  hath  made 
and  felt  in  his  own  heart. 

The  perpetual  intelligences,  that  were  closely  held  betwixt 
Esther  and  Mordecai,  could  qot  suifer  his  public  sorrow  to  be  long 
concealed  from  her.  Tlie  news  of  hb  sackcloth  afflicts  her,  ere  she 
can  suspect  the  cause.  Her  crown  doth  but  clog  her  h^ad,  while 
she  hears  of  his  ashes.  True  friendship  transfoipms  us  into  the  con* 
dition  jof  those  we  love;  and,  if  it  cannot  raise  them  to  our  cheer* 
fullness,  draws  us  down  to  their  dejection. 

Fain  would  she  uncase  her  foster-father  of  these  mournful 
weedsy'and  change  his  sackcloth  for  tissue ;  tliat  yet,  at  least,  his 
clothes  might  not  hinder  his  access  to  her  presence,  for  the  free 
opening  of  his  griefs* 

It  is  but  a  slight  sorrow,  that  abides  to.  take  in  outward  com-' 
forts.  Mordecai  refuses  that  kind  o6Per ;  and  woukl  imve  Esther 
see,  that  his  affliction  was  such,  as  that  he  might  well  resolve  to 
pat_off  his  sackcloth  and  his  skm  at  on^^e ;  that  he  must  mourn  to 
mathy  ntthet  than  see  her  face  to  live. 

The  good  queen  is  ttstonished,  with  this  constant  humiliation  of 
so  dear  a  friend ;  and  now  she  send^  Hatuoh,  a  trusty ,  though  a 
Paean,  attendant,  to  inquire  into  the  occasion  of  this  so  irreme* 
diwle  heaviness.  It  should  seem  Esther  inquired  not  greatly  into 
Blatters  of  state.  That,  which  perplexed  all  Shushan,  was  not  yet 
known  to  her.  Her  followers,  not  knowing  her  to  be  a  Jewess, 
conceived  not  how  the  news  might  concern  her,  and  therefore  had 
forborne  the  relation.  Morducai  first  informs  her,  by  her  messen-> 
ffer,  of  the  decree,  that  was  gone  out  against  all  lier  nation ;  of  the 
wy»  wherein  they  must  prepare  to  bleed ;   of  the .  sum,  which 


Haman  had  proffered  for  tbeir  heads ;  and  dritvers  the  copy  6t 
that  bloody  edict;  charging  her,  now,  if  erer,  to  bestir  hmdf ; 
and  to  improve  all  her  love,  all  her  power,  with  king  Ahasueraa^  ia 
a  speedy  and  humble  supplication ,  tor  the  saving  of  the  Ufa  (not  of 
hiinself  so  much,  as)  of  her  people. 

It  was  tidings  aUe  to  confound  a  weak  heart ;  and  hers,  so  much 
the  more,  as  she  could  apprehend  nothing,  but  impossibility  of 
redress.  She  needs  but  to  put  Mordecai  in  mind  of  that,  which  ail 
the  kin^s  servants  and  subjects  knew  well  enough,  that  the  Persian 
law  made  it  no  less  than  deadi  for  whomsoever,  man  or  woman, 
that  should  press  into  the  inner  court  of  the  king,  uncalled.  No- 
thing, but  the  royal  sceptre  extended,  could  keep  thiit  presumptu- 
ous oflender  from  the  grave.  For  her,  thirty  days  were  now  paned', 
since  she  was  called  in  to  the  king ;  an  intermission,  that  might  h^ 
justly  suspicious.  Whether  the  heat  of  his  first  affection  were 
thus  soon,  of  itsdf,  allayed  towards  her ;  or,  whedier  some  su^- 
rations  of  a  secret  ^nemy,  perhaps  his  Agagite,  might  have  aet 
bim  off;  or,  whether  some  more  pleasing  object  may  have  laid 
hold  on  his  eyes;  whatever  it  mifiHht  be,  this  absence  could  not 
but  argue  some  strangeness,  and  uiis  strangeness  must  needs  im*. 
ply  a  danger  in  her  bold  intrusion.  She  could  bewail  therefore, 
she  could  not  hope  to  reaaedy ,  this  dismal  day  of  her  people. 

*  This  answer,  in  the  ears  or  Mordecai,  sounded  truth,  but  weak- 
ness ;  neither  can  he  take  up  with  so  feeble  a  return.  These  oc- 
casions require  other  spirits,  other  resolutions,  which  must  be 
quickened  by  a  more  stirring  '^P^y  •  Think  not  with  thyself  ^  thai 
ihm  thdt  escape  in  the  king*s  neuse^  more  than  all  the  Jews, 
Fler  jf  thou  altogether  holdest  thy  peace  at  this  time^  then  shall 
ikare  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to  the  Jews  from  another 
place;  hut  thou  and  thyfathet^s  house  shall  be  destroyed,  jtni 
who  knowethf  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a 
isme  as  this  f 

The  expectation  of  deadi  liad  not  quaUed  the  strcog  lieart  of 
fiutfaful  Mordecai,  Even  while  be  mourns,  hb  aeai  droops  not^ 
There  could  have  been  no  life  in  that  breast,  which  this  messaj^ 
^ouid  not  have  roused. 

<<  What  then  ?  b  it  death,  diat  thou  feai^eBt,  in  thb  attempt  of 
thy  supplication  >  What  other  than  death  awaits  thee,  in.  tfae 
neglect  of  it  ?  There  is  but  this  differenoe ;  sue,  and  thou  roayest 
die;  sue  not^  and  thou  must  die.  What  blood  hast  thou,  but 
Jeniih  i  And  if  these  unalterable  edicts  exempt  no  living  soul^ 
what  shall  become  of  thine  ?  And  canst  thou  be  so  vwily  ti. 
VKNTous,  as  to  die  for  fear  of  death-?  to  prefer  certainty  of  danger, 
before  a  possibiUtr  of  hopes  ?  Away  with  this  weak  cowaidice, 
imwdtthy  of  an  Isru^te,  unworthy  of  a  queen.  But  if  faint- 
lieartedness  or  private  respects  shall  seal  up  thy  iips^  or  witb* 
liold  thine  aid  frcun  4ihe  hand  of  thy  people ;  if  thou  canst  so  fiu* 
neglect  God's  Chun^ ;  know  thou,  that  God  will  not  negleot  it. 
It  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  tyrants,  to  root  out  bis  chosen  sa< 
That  Holy  One  oi  Israel  shall  rather  work  minicles  €rom  keavi 


UiiiAUsiRbcritafice  fihallp^^ri^  upoii  earth*  Ati4  ta^wr  juit  dbaUit 
ibeu  lie  fo£  that  jealous  Qq4^  to  take  ven^eanc^  PpQti  tdee  9^nd 
thy  father's  house,  for  tius^cpld  unhelpfulpe^  tp.  i^.^j^bf^moA 
Church  !  Suffer  me  therefore  to  adjure  thee,  by  all  that  tender* 
ness  of  love,  wherewith  I  hare  trained  up  thine  orphan  infancy; 
by  all  those  dpHr  aiui  thankful  respects^,  which,  thou  hast  vowed  to 
me  again  ;  by  the  name  of  the  God  of  Israel,  whom 'we  serve  ;•  that 
.thou  awakea  and  ^tir  up  thy  holy  couraffe^ .  and  dare  to  advpotdcfe 
jdiy  Ufer  foi^:ti)e  saving  of  many.  It  hath  pleasod  the  Aliiuglity»  fco 
raise  thee  up  to  tbfit  height  of  honour^  ^vhicb  our  prfi^QiiitoBs 
could  little-  expect :  >yhy  sbouldst  thoa  be  waiting  lo  himi  that 
fam  beea  so  boiintifal  to  thee  ?  yea,  why  ibouU  I  oot  dunk  tbat 
GcnI  bath  put  this  rery  a^t  iqto  tW  intendment  of  thiiiejexaltiitiaD ; 
jiaviiigf  on  jpurpgse,  thus  seasonably  hoisted  thee  up  ta  tbetfaromst 
ibat  thott/^yest  rescue  his  poogr  Churi^  from  an  uttejr  ruin  ?*' 

Oh  the  admirable  faith  of  Mordecai,  that  shines  tfarottgh  aM 
fhese  clouds ;  i|iid  in  the  thickest  of  these  fogs^dfiscri^  «  cboerful 
gliiD]>8e  of  deliverance ! ,  He  saw  the  day  of  ueir  common  /destnio* 
tion  enacted ;  he  knew  the  Persian  decrees  to  be  unaltemUe ;  but, 
withal^  he  kn^Yf  there  n^as  a  Messiah  to  come.  .  He  was.  so  well  ac:- 
ouaii^ed  with  iGod^s  covenanted  ussurances  to  hia  Cl|urQby.that  he, 
torougb-tbe  dimM  of  those  bloody  resolutions,  foresees  tndenuiity 
to  Israel ;  rather  trusting  the  promises  of  God,  thaa  the  threats  of 
BieD.  This  is  the  victory^ithat  overcomes  all  ^e  fearsjiad  fury  of 
the  worfd,  even  our  faith.  .        .  . 

It  is  quanrel  enough  aninst  any  person  or  community,  not  to 
have  been  aidful  to  the  distresses  of  God's  people.  Not  to  ward 
the  bloWy  if  we  niay,  is  construed  for  little  b^ter  than  striking. 
^iU  we  have  tried  our  utmost,  we  know  not  wheU^er,  we  faaxre.doae 
that  we  ckcQfi  for. 

Mordecai  hath  said  enough.  These  words  have  so  j[>ut  a  new 
life  into  Esther,  that  she  is  resolute  to  hasardtfae  old ;  Ga^  gather 
together  all  the  Jews  that  are  present  in  Shushan,  a^d  fast  ye  far 
mtf  and  neither  ,eat  nor  drink  three  dajfSy  night  or  din/:  I/ois^ 
and  my  maiden^  will  fast  likewise.^  and  so  wiU  T  go  m  unto  the 
Icings  which  is  not  according  to  the  law;  and  if  I  perish^  I, perish. 
Heroical  thoughts  do  well  be6t  great  actions*  Life  can  never  be 
better  adventured,  than  where  it  shall  be  gain  to  lose  it.  There 
caa  be  no  U'W,  against  the  humble  deprecatioo  of  evils. .  Where 
the  necessity  of  God's  Church  calls  to  us,  no  danger  should  wittu 
bold  us,  from  all  honest  means  of  relief.  Deep  humiliatixnu  nmst 
make  wa^  for  the  success  of  ^eat  enterprises.  We  are  most 
capable  of  mercy,  when  we  are  thoroughly  empty.  A  short 
bongier  doth  but  whet  tlie  appetite;  but  so  long  an  abstinence 
aieets  daadi  half  w^y,  to  prevent  it.  Well  may.  they  enjoin  diarp 
penances  unto  others,  wm  practise  it  upcm  tbomsdves*  . 
-  |t  was  the  face  of  Esther^  that  must  hope  to  win  Ahasueros ;  yet 
Jthat  shall  be  macerated  .with  fasting,  that  she  may  pcevaiK  A  -car-^ 
niljieart  would  have  pa^mpered  the  flesh,  tbat  it  might  aliui^e  thosg 
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tvanton  ey«i  ?  the  pines  it;  that  she  may  please*  God,  dnd  n6t  ah^ 
snQst  woirk  the  heart  of  the  king.  Faith  teaches  her  rather  to  trust 
her  devotioRSy  than  her  beauty.    Esther  iii^  iv. 


ESTHER  SUINC  TO  AHAS0ERUS. 

The  Jews  are  easily  entreated  to* fast,  who  had  receired  iii  them* 
selves  t^e  sentence  of  death.  What  pleasure  could  th^y  take  in 
meat,  that  know  what  day  they  must  eat  their  last  ? 

The  diree  days -of  abstinence  are  eicpired.  Now  Esther  cl^ngeA 
her  spirits,  no  less  than  her  clothes.  Who,  that  sees  that  face  and 
^that  nabit,  can  sav  she  had  mourned,  she  had  fasted  }  Never  did 
Jher  rdyal  appatei  become  her  so  well.  That  God,  before  whom 
she  had  humbled  lierself,  made  her  so  much  more  beautiful,,  as 
she  hath  been  more  dejected. 

And  noW,  with  a  winning  confidence,  she  walks  into  the  innef 
court  of  the  king,  and  puts  herself  into  that  forbidden  presence; 
as  if  she  said^  ^^  Here  I  am,  with  my  life  in  my  hand.  If  it  please 
the  king  to  take  it,  it  is  ready  for  him.  Vashti,  my  predecessor, 
forfeited  her  place,  for  not  coming  when  she  was  called.  Esther 
shall  now  hazard  the  forfeiture  of  her  life,  for  coming  when  she  is 
not  called.  .It  is  necessity,  not  disobedience,  that  hath  put  me 
jippn  tliis  bold  approaoh.  According  to  thy  construction,  O  king, 
I  do  either  live  or  die :  either  shall  be  welcome.** 

The.  unexpectedness  of  pleasing  objects  makes  theni,  many 
times,  the  more  acceptable*  The  beautiful  countenance,  the  graces 
ful  demeanour,  and  goodly  presence  of  Esther,  have  no  sooner 
taken  the  eyes,  than  they  have  ravished  the  heart  of  King  Aha* 
suerus.  Love  hath  soon  oanished  all  dreadfulness  ;  and*tke  king 
held  out  to  Esther  the  golden  scepti^e^  that  was  in  his  hand.  !Vfo« 
derate  intermission  is  so  far  from  cooling  the  affection,  that  it  in* 
flames  it.  Had  Esther  been  seen  every  day,  perhaps  that  satiety 
had  abated  of  the  height  of  her  welcome;  now,  three  and  thirty 
days  retiredness  hath  endeared  her  more  to  the  surfeited  eyes  o( 
Ahasuerus. 

Had  not  the  golden  sceptre  been  held  out,  where  had  queen 
Esther,  been  i  The  Persian  Kings  aAected  a  stern  awfulness  to  their 
subjects.  It  was  death,  to  solicit  them,  uncalled.  How  safe,  how 
easy,  how  happy  a  thing  it  is,  to'  have  to  do  with  the  King  of 
Heaven  ;  who  is  so  pleased  with  our  access,  that  he  solicits  suitors; 
who,  as  he  Ui  unweariable  with  our  requests,  so  is  he  infinite  in  bis 
beneficences ! 

How  gladly  doth  Esther  touch  the  top  of  that  sceptre,  by  which 
she  holds  her  life  i  and  now,  while  she  thinks  it  well  that  she  may 
live,  she  receives,  besides  pardon,  favour :  JVhat  wilt  tkoUj  queen 
Esther  f  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  it  shall  be  given  thee^  etcn  to 
the  Judf  qf  the  kingdom.  Commonly,  when  we  fear  most,  we  %feea 
best.    God  then  mwX  of  all  magnifies  his  bounty  to  us,  when  we 
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hare  most  afBicted  ourselves.  Over-confident  expectations  are^ 
seldom  but  disappointed;  while  humble  suspicions  go  lau^Ixing 
away.  It  was  the  benefit  and  safety  of  but  one  piece  of  the  king- 
doin,  that  Esther  comes  tp  sue  tor ;  and  behold,  Ahasuerus  others 
her  the  free  power  of  the  half.  He,  that  gave  Haman,  at  the  first^ 
word,  the  lives  of  all  his  Jewish  subjects,  is  ready  to  give  Esther 
half  bis  kingdom,  ere  she  ask.  Now  she  is  no  less  amazed  at  the 
loving  munificence  of  Ahasuerus,  than  she  was  before  afraid  of  his 
austerity.  714^  kmg'^s  heart  is  in  tht  hand  of  the  Lord,  as  the  ri- 
vers of  water  he  tumethit  whithersoever  he  will. 

It  is  not  good  to  swallow  favours  too  greedily ;  lest  they  either 
ehoke  us  in  the  passa^,  or  prove  hard  of  digestion.  The  wise 
queen,  however  she  might  seem  to  have  a  fair  opportunity  offered 
to  her  suit,  finds  it  not  good  to  apprehend  it  too  suddenly ;  as  de- 
siring, by  this  small  dilation,  to  prepare  the  ear  and  heart  of  the 
kin?,  for  so  important  a  request. 

Now,  all  her  petition  ends  in  a  banquet ;  If  it  seem  good  unto 
ike  king^  let  the  king  and  Haman  come  this  day  unto  the  banquet^ 
that  /  have  prepared  for  him>  It  is  an  easy  favour,  to  receive  a 
small  courtesy,  where  we  oiFer  to  give  great.  Haman  is  called ; 
the  king  comes  to  Esther's  table ;  and  now,  highly  pleased  with 
his  entertainment,  he  himself  solicits  her  to  propound  that  suit,  for 
which  her  modesty  would,  but  durst  not,  solicit  him.  Bashfulness 
shall  lose  tiotlung,  at  the  hand  of  weli-govemed  greatness. 

Yet  still,  Esther's  suit  sticks  in  her  teeth ;  and  dares  not  come 
fcrdi,  without  a  further  preface  of  time  and  expectation.  Another 
banquet  must  pass,  ere  this  reckoning  can  be  given  in.  Other 
suitors  wait  long,  for  the  delivery  of  their  petition ;  longer,  for  the 
receipt;  of  their  answer :  here,  the  king  is  fain  to  wait  for  his  suit. 
Whether  Esther's  heart  would  not  yet  serve  her  to  contest  with  so 
strong  an  adversarv,  as  Haman,  without  further  recollection;  or, 
iriiether  she  desired  to  get  better  hold  of  the  king,  by  endearing 
him  with  so  pleasing  entertainments ;  or,  whether  she  would  thus 
ripen  her  hopes,  by  working  in  the  mind  of  king  Ahasuerus  a  fore- 
conceit  of  the  greatness  and  difficulty  of  that  suit,  which  was  so 
loth  to  come  forth  ;  or,  whether  she  meant  thus  to  give  scope  to 
the  pride  and  malice  of  Haman,  for  his  more  certain  ru}n :  now- 
soe?er  it  were,  to-morrow  is  a  new  day,  set  for  Esther's  second 
banquet  and  third  petition. 

'  Tne  king  is  not  invited  without  Haman.  Favours  arc  some- 
times done  to  men,  with  a  purpose  of  displeasure.  Doubtless^ 
Haman  tastethof  the  same  cates  with  his  master ;  neither  could  he 
in  the  forehead  of  Esther  read  any  other  characters,  than  of  re- 
spect and  kind  applause ;  yet  had  she  then,  in  her  hopes,  designed 
him  to  a  just  revenge.  Little  do  we  know,  by  outward  carriages, 
in  what  terins  we  sta,nd,  with  either  God  or  man. 

Every  little  wind  raiseth  up  a  bubble.    How  is  Haman  now  es;-^ 
alted  in  himself,  with  the  singular  graces  of  Queen  Esther ;  ax^ 
VOL.  11/  "  N 
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bdgins^  16  value  himself  so  xmx^l^  more,  a:^  he  sees  himself  higher 
in  the  rate  of  others*  opiniou* 

Only  surly  and  sullen  Mordecai  is  an  allay  to  his  happiness.  Na 
edict  of  death  can  bow  the  knees  of  that  stout  Jew :  yea^  the  no*, 
tice  of  that  bloody  cruelty  of  this  Agagite  hath  stiffened  tbenx 
•0  much  the  more.  Before^  he  looked  at  Haman  as  an  Amalekite  ; 
now,  as  a  persecutor.  Disdain  and  anger  look  out  at  those  eyes, 
and  bid  that  proud  enemy  do  his  worst.  No  doubt,  Mordecai 
had  been  listening  afber  the  speed  of  queen  Esther  ;  how  she  came 
in  to  the  king,  how  she  was  welcomed  with  the  ffolden  sceptre,  and 
with  the  more  precious  words  of  Aliasuerus ;  how  she  had  enter- 
tained the  king ;  how  she  pleased  r.  the  n9ws  had  paade  him  quit  hi& 
sackcloth,  and  raised  his  courage  to  a  more  scornful  neglect  of  hi^ 
professed  adversary. 

Haman  comes  home,  I  know  not  whetlicr  more  full  of  pride  or 
of  TBse ;  calls  an  inward  council  of  his  choice '  friends,  together 
with  ms  wife ;  makes  a  glorious  report  of  all  his  wealth,  mac^ni^ 
licence,  height  of  favour,  both  witn  the  king  and  queen ;  ana,  ^t 
I^st,  after  all  his  sunshine,  sets  in  this  cloudy  epilogue,  F^i  all 
this  avaiUth  tne  nothing  y  so  long  as  I  see  Afordec^i  the  Jew  fitting 
at  the  king'^s  gate.    It  is  seldom  seen,  that  God  allows,  even  to  tbfi^ 

Seatest  darlings  of  the  world,  a  perfect  contentment.  Something 
ey  must  have  to  complain  of,  that  shall  give  an  unsavory  ¥W«* 
dure  to  their  sweetest  morsels ;  and  make  Uieir  very  felici^,  vpk^ 
serahle. 

The  wit  of  women  hath  wont  to  be  noted,  for  more  sudden  004 
.  more  sharp.  Zeresh,  the  wife  of  Haman,  sets  on  foot  thatuu>tio(;| 
of  speedy  revenge,  which  is  applauded  by  the  rest:  Let  a  gallows 
be  made  of  Jiffy  cubits  high^  and  to^viorrow  speak  thou,  ta  the  king  ^ 
that  Mordecai  maj/  be  hanged  thereon ;  then  go  thou  in  mcrrifjf 
with  the  king y  unto  the  banquet. 

]  do  not  hear  them  say ;  ^^  Be  patient  awhile.  Thou  hast  already 
set  Mordecai  his  last  day.  The  month  Adar  will  not  be  long  in 
coming.  The  determination  of  his  death  hath  made  him  despe^ 
rate.  Let  him,  in  the  mean  time,  eat  his  own  heart,  in  envy  at  thf 
greatness.'*  But  they  rather  advise  of  a  quick  dispatclu  Malic« 
IS  a  thing  full  of  impatience ;  and  hates  delay  of  execution,  mqx% 
unto  mercy. 

While  an V  grudge  lies  at  the  heart,  it  cannot  be  freely  cheerfulf 
Forced  smiles,  are  but  tlic  hypocrisy  of  mirth.  How  happy  were 
it  for  us,  if  we  could  be  so  zealously  carefuly  to  reipove  the  hilir 
drances  of  our  true  spiritual  joy,  those  stubborn  corruntions,  that 
wiU  not  stoop  to  the  power  of  grace !  jUsiher  v. 


MORI»:CAI  HONOURED  BY  HAMAN. 

The  wit  of  Zercsh  had  like  to  have  gone  beyond  the  wit  of  Est* 
her.  Had  not  the  working  Providence  of  the  Almighty  contrived 
these  events,  beyond  all  tiopes^  all  conceits,  Mordecai  had  been 
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dispslefaedy  ere  Sstfaer^s  second  banquet.  Tp«i&oifonr  woB  ti» 
•day  pitched  for  both  tlieir  designs.  Had  not  the  stream  been  uns* 
expectedly  turned,  in  vain  h^  tb^  qi^^n  blaiDed  lier  delays^ 
Mordiccai's  bnB^k&st  had  prevented  Ssther^sdinner :  for  certainly  bet 
that  bad  given  to  Haman  so  manj^  tbousand  lives,  would  never 
bavie  nttde  dainty,  upon  the  same  suit,  tp  anticipate  on^  of  d)0(;e^ 
whom  be  had  condemned  to  the  slaughter.  But  God  me^nt  be^ 
ter  things  to  his  Church ;  and  fetches  abQUt  all  his  holy  purposes^ 
after  awonderfui  fashion,  in  tbevery  instant  of  ojmortumty ;  He, 
thai  ke^th  Israd^  and  neither  slumbereth  noTstc^th^  causeth 
sleep  that  night  to  depart  from  hiip,  that  bad  decreed  to  root  ou( 


Great  Ahasuerus,  that  commanded  a  hundred  and  seven  and 
twenty  provinces,  cannot  command  an  bourns  sleep.  Poverty  is 
rather  blessed  with  the  freedom  of  rest,  than  wealth  and  power. 
Cares  and  surfeit  withhold  that  from  the  great,  which  presseth 
upon  the  spare  diet  and  labour  of  the  meanest.  Nothing  is  more 
tedious,  than  an  eager  pursuit  of  denied  sleep;  which,  like  to  a 
shadow,  flies  away  so  much  faster,  as  it  is  more  followed.  Expe- 
rience tells  us,  that  this  benefit  is  best  solicited  by  neglect ;  and 
soonest  found,  when  we  have  forgotten  to  seek  it. 

Whether  to  deceive  the  time,  or  to  bestow  it  well^  Ahasuerus 
shall  spend  hb  restless  hours  in  the  Chronicles  of  his  time.  No^ 
thing  IS  more  requisite  for  princes,  than  to  look  back  upon  their 
own  actions  and  events,  and  those  of  their  predecessors.  The  ex- 
amination of  fore-passed  actions  makes  tnem  wise ;  of  events, 
thankful  and  cautelous. 

Amongst  those  voluminous  rasters  of  acts  and  monuments, 
which  so  many  scores  of  provinces  must  needs  yield,  this  book 
shall  open  upon  Mordecai^s  discovery  of  the  late  treason  of  the 
two  eunuchs :  the  reader  is  turned  thither,  by  an  insensible  sway  of 
Ptrovidence.  Our  most  arbitrary  or  casual  actions  are  overruled  by 
a  hand  in  heaven. 

The  king  now  feels  afresh  the  danger  of  that  conspiracy  ;  an4» 
as  great  spirits  abide  not  to  smother  or  bury  ffood  offices,  inquires 
into  the  recompence  of  so  royal  a  service ;  nhat  honour y  ana  digi^ 
nitify  hath  been  done  to  Mordecai^for  this  f  Surely  Mordccai  did 
but  bis  duty.  He  bad  heinously  sinned,  if  he  had  not  reveal^ 
this  wicked  treachery  ;  yet  Ahasuerus  takes  thought  for  his  remu«> 
neration.  How  much  more  careful  art  thou,  O  God  of  all  Mer^ 
^'ies,  to  reward  the  weak  obedience  of  thine,  at  the  host,  unprg* 
fitable  servants ! 

That,  whidi  was  intended  to  procure  rest,  sets  it  off.  King 
Ahasuerus  is  unquiet  in  himself,  to  think  that  so  great  a  merit 
should  lie  but  so  long  neglected :  neither  can  b?  find  any  peact 
in  himself,  till  be  have  given  order  for  a  ^eedy  retribtilion.  Hear^ 
ing  therefore  by  his  servants,  that  Haman  was  b^low  in  th^  c<wrt» 
he  sends  for  hun  up,  to  consult  w|th  him,  JVhat  should  b^  d9M  ^ 
the  many  whcm  th^  king  delighteihto  honour. 

O  marvoUoiis  concurrence  of  circumitanc90>  dri^wQ  ijpgftber  11^ 


the  itifitiife'  wisdom  and  power  of  the  Almighty !  Wboytmf  W^ 
-man^  should  be  the  man?  And  when,  should  Haman  be  caHedt^ 
^advise  of  Mordecai's  honour,  but  in  the  very  instant,  when  bJb 
•came  tosuefor  Mordecai's  hanging?  Had  Ahasucrus  but  slept 
that  night,  Motdecai  had  been  that  raorniffj?  adtaftced  fifty  cubits 
^higher  than  the  earth,  ere  the  king  could  have  r^emembered- 1^ 
^vnoi^  he  was  bthoMen-. 

What  shall  we  say  then,  to  reconcile  these  cross  p&ssions  iA 
Ahasueriis  i  Before  he  signed  that  decree  of  killing  all  the  Jews> 
he  could  rrot  but  knoW^  that  a  Jew  had  saved  his  hfe;  and  now, 
after  that  hef  hadenacted  the  slaughter"  of  all  Jews,  as  rebels,  he  is 
giving  order  to  honour  a  Jew,  as  his  preserver.  It  were  strange, 
if  great  persons,  in  the  multitude  of  their  disfraetions,  should  not 
Jet  fall  some  incongruities. 

Yet,  who  can  but  think,  that  king  Ahasuefiis  meant,  upon-  some 
second  thoughts,  to  make  amends  £o  Mordecai  ? 

Neither  can  he  choose  but  put  these  two  togelfher' ;  "  Tble  Jewia 
are  appointed  to  death,  at  the  suit  of  Haman  :  this  Mordecai  is  a' 
Jew ;  how  then  can  I  do  more  grace  to  him,-  that  hath  saved  my 
life,  than  to  command  him  to  'be  honoured  b^  thftt  raan^  wh6 
would  spill  his?" 

When  Haman  heard  himself  called  up  to  the  bedchamber  of"  his 
master,  he  thinks  himself  too  happy,  in  so  early  an  opportunity 
of  presenting  his  suit;  but  yet  more  in  the  pleasing  question' of 
Ahasuerus;  wherein  he  could  not  but  imagine,  that  ravour  forced 
•itself  upon  him  with  strange  importunity ;  for  how  could  he  con- 
ceive, that  any  intention  of  more  than  ordinary  honour  could  faH 
besides  himself?  Self-love,  like  to  a  goott  stomach,  draws  td  it- 
self what  nourishment  it  likes,  and  casts  dff  that  which  oflends  it. 

Haman  will  be  sure  to  be  no  niggard,  in  advising  those  ceremo"- 
nies  of  honout,  which  lie  thinks  meant  to  Itis  own  person.  C6\ild 
be  have  once  dreamed,  that  this  grace  had  been  purposed  to  any  un- 
der heaven,  besides  himself,  he  had  not  been  so  lavish,  in  coun-^ 
♦fletling  so  pompous  a  shew  of  excessive  magriificence.  Now,  the 
king*s  own  royal  apparel,  and  bis  own  steed,  is  not  sufficient,  ex^ 
cept  the  royal  crown  also  make  np  the  glory  of  him,  who  shall 
thus  triumph  in  the  king^s  favour.  Yet  aH  this  were  nrotliing,  id 
base  hands.  The  actor  shall  be  the  best  part  of  tlris  great  pa-* 
•geant :  Let  this  apparel  and  this  horse  be  delivered  to  owe  ef  the 
king's  most  noble  pnunces^  that  they  may  array  the  man  rtnthal^ 
-nohom  the  king  delighteth  to  hofiaiOy  ttnd  bring  him  on  horseback 
through  the  streets  of  the  city^  andproclaiin  before  him^  Thus  shaK 
it  be  done  to  the  man  whpvi  the  king  delighteth  to  honour.  Honour 
i*  more  in  him  tha^  gives,  than  him  that  receives  it.  To  be  ho^ 
rK>ured  by  the  unworthy  is  little  better  than  disgrace.  No  meaner 
person  will^rveto  attend  this  Agagite,  in  his  supposed  greatness, 
than  6ne  ef 'the  noblest  princes.  Tlie  ambition  is  too  hiffh  flown, 
thi*  seeks  gWy  in  the^ervility  cflF  equals.  The  place  adds  much 
to  the  act.  There  is  small  heart  in  a  coriC:eaIed  honour.  It  is  no- 
IQ^ng,  ti^Ie^  the  streets  of  the  <,itx  of  Sbushan  be  mtne^sea  of 
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ftVs.  pomp,  and  ring  with  that  ffracious  acclamatiolx.  The  vain 
hearts  of  proud  men  can  easily  oevise  those  means,  whereby  tiiey 
may  best  set  out  themselves.  Oh»  that  we  would  equa%  afrept  the 
means  of  true  and  immortal  glory  { 

The  heart  of  ^an  is  never  so  cold  withia  htm,  as  when,  from 
die  height  of  the  expectation  of  good,  it  falls  into  a  sudden  sense 
of  evil.  So  did  this  Agagite.  Then  the  king  said  to  Hamari^ 
Hake  haste  J  and  take  ike  apparel  and  the  horsey  as  tkau  hast  saidy 
4nddo  eoen  sq  to  Mordeeai  the  JeWy  that  sitieth  at  the  king* s  gate  : 
let  nothing  fail  of  xUl  that  thou  hast  said.  How  was  Hanmn 
thunderrStricken  with  this  killing  word.  Do  thou  so  to  Mordeeai  I 
I  dare  say,  all  the  honours,  that  Ahasuerus  had  heaped  upon  Ha*^ 
QWi,  cannot  countervail  this  one  vexation. 

Doubtless,  at  first,  he  distrusts  his  ear  9  and  then  muses,  whe^ 
ther  the  king  be  ia  eaniest;  at  last,  when  he  hears  the  charge  so 
aeriously  doubled,  and  finds  himself  forced  to  believe  it,  he  be^ 
ffins  to  think,  ^^  What  means  this  incoaceivable  alteration }    Is 
Siere  no  noan,  m  all  the  court  of  Persia,  to  be  picked  out  for  tx^ 
traordinary  honour,  but  Mordeeai  ?    Is  there  no  man  to  be  picked 
aut  for  the  performance  of  this  honour  to  him,  but  Haman  ?  Have* 
I  but  one  proud  enemy  in  all  the  world,  and  am  I  singled  out  to 
grace  him  r     Did  it  gall  me  to  the  heart,  and  make  all  my  happi« 
^ess  tedious  to  me,  to  see  that  this  Jew  would  not  bow  to  me,  and 
must  I  now  bow  to  him  ?     That,  which  he  would  rather  die,  and 
Ivnrfeit  the  life  of  ail  his  nation,  than  do  to  me»  notwithstanding: 
the  king's  command ;  shall  I  be  forced,  b^  the  king^s  command,  tOf; 
4q  unto  him  ?     Yea,  did  he  refuse  to  give  but  a  cap  and  ^  knee 
to  my  gpreatness,  and  must  I  lacquey  so  base  a  feUow  through  tb^ . 
streets :  must  I  be  his  herald,  to  proclaim  his  honour  through  aU 
Shuithan  ?    Whir  do  I  not  let  the  king  Imow  ^  insolent  af&onts, 
tha(  he  hath  o&red  me  ?    Why  do  I  not  signify  to  my  sovereign, 
that  my  errand  now  was  for  anokher  kind  ot.adyaneement  to  Mor- 
deci^  ^     If  I  obtain  not  my  desired  revenge,  yet  at  least  1  idiall 
prevail  so  far,  as  to  exempt  myself  from  this  officious  attendance, 
upon  90  unequal  an  enemy,  ^d  yet,  that  motion  cannot  be  ncfw 
safe.     I  see  the  king^s  heart  is,  upon  what  ground  ^soever,  bent 
upon  this  actiQn«    Should  I  fly  off  never  so  little,  aflter  my  wovd 
90  directly  passed,  perhaps  my  coldness  or  opposition  mights  be 
ironstrued,  as  some  wdyward  contestation  with  my  master  x  espor 
cially,  since  the  servii::e,  that  Mordeeai  hath  done  to  the  king,  is  of 
a  higher  nature,  than  the  despite,  which  he  hath  done  to  me.    I 
irill,  I  must  give  way,  for  the  timer     Mine  hunriila  yieldancc, 
yrhen  all  the  parriageof  this  buaineas  shall  be  understood,  sliall,  i 
doubt  npt,  make  way  for  mine  intended  revenge,    Mordeeai,  I 
will  honour  thee  now,  that,  by  these  steps,  I  may  eve  long  raise 
thee  many  ccrf^its  higher,    I  tvill  obey  the  command  of  my  sove- 
reign, in  observing  thee,  that  ho  ipay  rewar4  the  merit  of  my 
loyalty,  in  thine  execution. -' 

Thus  resolved,  Haman  ^;oe9  forth,  with  a  face  and  heart  full  of 
difttracUoOt  A^U  of  confusion  i .  and  addresses  himself  to  the  au 
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tiring,  to  the  att^dbng,  of  bis  old  adversary » and  new*  mastor^  Mor«' 
decaa. 

.  What  looks,  do  .we  noir  think,  were  cast  upon  each  other,  at 
tlieir  first  greeting !  Their  eyes  had  not  forgotten  their  old  lan-r 
guage.  Certainly,  when  Mbrdeoai  saw  Hamaa.  come  into  the 
jroom  where  he  was,  he  could  not  but  think:  ^^  This  man  bath 
long  thirsted  for  my  blood,  and  now  he  comes  to  fetch  it.  .1  shall 
not  live  to  see  the  success  of  Esther,  or  the  fatal  day  of  mjr  na-r 
tion.  It  was  known  that  morning  in  the  court,  ^hat  a  lofty  gibbet 
Haman  had  provided  for  Mordecai ;  and  why  might  it  not  havecom» 
to  Mordecai's  ear  ?  What  could  he  thererore  now  iniaeine  other^ 
than  that  he  was  called  oat  to  that  execution }  But,  when  he  8a\^ 
the  royal  robe  that  Haman  brought  to  him^  he  thinks,  ^'  Is  it  not 
enough  for  this  man  to  kill  me,  but  he  must  mock  me.  too  }  WJmt 
an  addition  is  this  to  the  former  craelty,  thus  to  insult  aod  jihj 
upon  my  last  distress !"  But,  when  he  yet  saw  die  royal  crowa 
ready  to  be  set  on  his  head,  and  the  king's  own  horse  r/'chly  fiar- 
Dished  at  his  gate,  and  found  himself  raised  by  princely  hands  in* 
to  that  royal  seat,  hetliinks,  **  What  may  all  this  mean  ?  Is  it  the 

Eurpose  of  mine  adversary,  that  I  shall  die  in  hate  ?  Wcruld  he 
ave  me  hanged  in  triumph  ?**  At  last,  when  he  sees  sqch  a  train 
of  Pei'siaa  peers  attending  him,  with  a  grave  reverence ;  an4 
hears  Haman  proclaim  before  him,  Thzu  skali  it  be  done  to  the 
man  whom  the  king  deUgkteth  ta  honour ;  finding  thb  pomp  to  be 
serious  aod  well  meant,  he  imagines,  in  all  likelihood,  that  this 
unexpected  change  proceeds  from  the  suit  of  his  Esther.  Now, 
lie  begins  to  lift  up  has  head,  and  to  hope  well  of  himself  and  his 
Mople;  and  coold  not  but  say  within  himself^  that  be  had  nst 
nstcd  iornotkdng. 

.  Oh  the  wooderous  alteration  that  one  morning  hath  made 
in  the  court  of  Persia  I  He,  that  was  yesternight  despised  b^ 
Haman^s  footmen,  is  now  waited  on  bv  Haman  and  all  hts 
fellow  printes*  He,  that  yesternight  had  the  homafi^  of  all  knees 
but  one,,  aod  was  ready  to  burst  for  the  laek  of  uiat,  now  doth 
obeisance  to  tiliat  one,  by  whom  be  was  wilfully  neglected.  It 
was  not  Ahasueras^  that  wrought  this  strange  mutation:  it  was 
the  overruling^  power  of  the  Almighty,  whose  immediate  hand 
wi6uld  thus  {urevent  Esther's  suit,  that  be  might  challenge  all  the 
thaiik  to  himself*  While  princes  have  their  own  wills,  they  most 
do  his ;  and  shall  either  exalt  or  depress,  according  to  divine  apu 
pointment. 

I  should  commend  Haman*s  obedience,  in  his  humble  coodesoent 
to  so  unpieasing  and  harsh  a  command  of  bis  inaster,  weire  it  not, 
that,  either  he  durst  do  no  o^iier,  or  that  lie  thus  stooped  for  an  ad- 
vantage. It  IS  k  thankless  respect,  that  is  either  forced,  or  (of 
ends.  True  subjection  is  free  and  absolute ;  out  of  the  conscience 
of  duty,  not  out  of  £ear  or  hqpes. 

All  Shushan  is  in  a  maze,  at  this  sudden  glory  of  Mordecai ; 
and  studies  how  to  reconcile  this  day  with  the  thirteenth  of  Adar. 
Mordecai  had  reasoD  to  hope  weU, ,  koould  oot  stand  wkb  the 
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htmcifr'of  the  king,  to  kill  him>  whom  he  saw  canse  to  advance  : 
neithef  conld  this  be  any  other,  than  the  beginning'  of  a  durable 
promotion ;.  otherwise,  what  recompence  had  an  hour'tf  riding 
been,  to  so  great  a.  service  ? 

On  the  other  side,  Haman  droops,  and  hath  changed  passions 
with  Mordecai.  Neither  was  that  Jew  ever  more  deeply  afflicted 
^fith  the  decree  of  his  own  death,  than  this  Agagite  was  with 
chat  Jew's  honour.  How  heavy  doth  it  lie  at  Haman*s  heart,  that 
DO  tongne,  but  his,  might  serve  to  proclaim  Mordecai  happy  ? 
Even  the  greatest  minions  of  the  world  must  have  their  turns  of 
sorrow.  With  a  covered  head,  and  a  dejected  countenance,  doth 
he  hasten  home  ;  smd  longs  to  impart  his  grief,  where  he  had  re- 
teivedhis  advice^ 

'  _  It  was  bat  cold  comfort,  that  he  finds  from  his  wife  Zeresh  and 
his  friends  :  If  Mordecai  be  of  the  seed  of  the  Je^s^  before  whom 
thou  hast  begun  to  fully  thou  shalt  not  prevail  against  him,  but 
shali  surely  fall  before  him.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  Pagans,  Q 
God^  thou  hast  ordained  strength,  that  thou  mayest  still  the  ene* 
my  and  the  avenger.  What  credit  hath  thy  great  name  won;nrith 
fhnese  barbarous  nations,  that  they  can  out  of  all  experience  make 
ma:)tims  of  thine  undoubted  protection  of  thy  people,  and  the 
certain  ruin  of  their  adversaries !  Men  find  no  oifllerence  in  them* 
selves.  The  fiEtce  of  a  Jew  looks  so  like  other  men's,  that  Estheir' 
•nd  Mordecai  were  not,  of  long,  taken  for  what  they  were,  He^ 
that  made  them,  makes  the  distmction  betwixt  them ;  so  as  a  Jevi^ 
fiiay  foil  before  a  Persian,  arid  get  up  and  prevail ;  but  if  a  Pcr» 
^ian^  or  whosoever  of  the  Gentiles,  -begin  to  faH  before  a  Jevej  hi 
eanlieither  stay  nor  rise.  There  is  an  invisible  hand  of  O^hipo* 
tency,  that  strikes  in  for  his  own  and  confounds  theit  opposite.  O 
^d,  neither  is  thy  hand  shortened,  not  thy  bowrfs  straitened  in 
thee.  Thou  art  still  and  ever  thyself.  If  we  be  thy  true  spiritua! 
fsrael,  neither  eartfi  nor  liell  shall  prevail  against  us;  We  shall 
either  stand  sure,  or  surely  rise  ;  whila  our  enemies  shall  lick  the 
dust.  Esther  ti.  * 
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HAMAia's  day  is  now  come.  That  veoge^nce,  ^hich  hath  hitherto 
liept,  is  now  awake ;  and  rouseth  up  itaetf  to  a  just  esBeeqtion, 
Tluit  heavy  morning  was  but  the  prefj^ce  to  his  lost  sorrow ;  and 
the  sad  presage  of  friends  is  verified » in  the  speaking.  While  the 
word  was  in  their  mouths,  the  messengers  worn  ^|t^  the  door,  to 
falch  Haman  to  bisfuneral-baa<{i|et. 

Hovf  little  dp  we  kno\y  what  is  towards  ua  I  A^  th€  fishe$  thai 
ere  taken  in  an  evil  netf  and  ast  tht  bifds  that  or^  cmight  in  the 
snare y  so  ai^e  the  sops  9f  ij^en  s^mxtkiu  an  ^H  tiiMi  ^hen  it  fai^ 
letk  suddenly  mpon  them. 

It  was,  as  Hamatt  conceived,  ^ht  only  prbriieee  of  ,bis  d^sarqeBa, 
l^d  the  comfort  of  bitpredebt  liaatviiicss,  i)ttltiiiroi|l{^  wii^^ 
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with  the  kbg  to  Esther's  banquet,  when  this  only  fras  meaat  for  hin 
bane.  The  face  of  this  invitation  is  fair,  and  proniiseth  mi|<di ; 
and  now,  the  ingenious  man  begins  to  set  good  constructions  upcm 
all  events.  "  Surely,*'  thinks  he,  "  the  king  was  tied  in  his  ho- 
nour, to  pve  some  public  gratification  to  Mcmecai*  Sp  good  an 
office  couM  deserve  no  less,  than  an  hour's  glory.  But  little  4oth 
my  master  know,  what  terms  there  are  betwixt  me  and  Mordecai* 
Had  he  fully  understood  the  insoleqcies  of  this  Jew,  and  should 
notwithstanding  have  enjoined  me  to  honour  him y  I  might -have 
had  just  cause  to  complain  of  disgrace  and  disparagement ;  but 
now,  since  all  this  business  hath  been  carried  in  ignorance  and  ca- 
suaky,  why  do  I  wrong  myself,  in  being  too  much  aifected  with 
that,  which  was  not  in  meant?  Had  either  the  king  or  (]ueea 
abated  ought  of  their  favour  to  me,  I  might  h^ye  dined  at  honie : 
now,  this  renewed  invitation  argues  me  to  stand  riglit  in  die  grace 
of  both :  and  why  may  not  I  hope,  tliis  day,  to  meet  with  a  good 
occasion  of  my  desired  revenge  r  How  just  will  it  seein  to  the 
king,  that  the  same  man,  whom  he  hath  publicly  irewarded  for  hi^  ' 
loyalty,  should  now  be  publicly  punished  forJiis  disobedience  !" 

With  such  like  thoughts  Haman  cheers  up  himself;  atnd  ad- 
dresseth  himself  to  the  royal  banquet^  with  a  countenance,  that 
would  fain  seem  to  forget  his  morning's  task.  Esther  works  her 
fac^  to  an  unwilling  smifo  upoi^  that  hateful  guest  ^  and  the  king, 
as  not  guilty  of  any  indignity  that  he  hath  put  upqn  his  favourite, 
frames  himself  to  as  much  cbeerfulne^,  as  nis  want  of  rest  would 
Ijennit.  The  table  is  rojally  furnished,  with  all  delicate  cpnfec^ 
tions,  with  all  pleading  liquors.  King  Ahasu^rus  so  eats,  as  one^ 
that  both  knew  he  was  and  meant  to  make  himself,  welcome ;  'Ha? 
man  so  pours  in,  as  one,  that  meant  to  drown  his  cares. 

And  now,  in  this  fulness  of  cheer,  the  king  hungers  fpr  th^ 
long-dckyed  suit  of  queen  Esther.  Thriqe  hath  hp  graciously 
called  for  it^  and,  as  a  man  constant  to  his  own  favours,  thricQ 
bath  he,  in  the  same  words,  vowed  the  performance  of  it,  though 
to  the  ha(f  of  his  kingdom,  tt  falls  out  oftentimes,  that  when 
large  promises  fall  suddenly  from  great  persons,  they  abate  by  lei- 
sure,, and  shrink  upon  cold  thoughts :  here,  king  Anasuenis  is  not 
more  liberal  in  his  ofBpij  than  firm  in  his  resolutions ;  as  if  l^s  first 
word  had  been,  like  his  law,  unalterable.  I  am  ashamed  to  miss 
tiiat  steadiness  in  Christians,  which  I  find  in  a  Pagan.  It  was  ^ 
great  word,  that  he  had  said;  yet  he  eats  it  not,  as  ovor-UvisUy 
spoken ;  but  doubles  and  trebfes  it,  with  hearty  assurances^  of  a 
real  prosecution  ;  while  those  tbngues,  which  profess  the  name  of 
the  true  Glnly  say  and  unsay  at  pteasure;  recanting  their  good 
purposes;  contradicting  their  own  just  engagements  upon  no  - 
cause,  but  their  own  changeabl^iess. 

It  IS  not'fer  queen  Esther  to  drive  off  any  longer.  The  same 
wisdom,  that  taught  her  to  defer  her  suit,  now  teaches  her  to  pro- 
pound it.  A  well  chosen  season  is  the  greatest  advantage  of  any 
actions  v  ^^hichj  as  it  is  seldom  fomnd  in  haste,  so  is  too  often  lost 
In  delay.  N^tfaerefere,  wkh  a  ImmUe  and  graceful  obeisanGe, 
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ffd  widb  a  coaBteBniee  full  of  ino4e8t  fear  aad  sad  gravity ,  she  so 
delivers  ber  peti^ony  that  the  )ung  might  see  it  was  necessity  tlM 
both  forced  it  uppn  her  aii4  f^rup^  it  from  her :  If  I  have  fofumi 
jfao^ur  in  thy  $igbi,  O  kingy  fimi  ij  ii  please  the  kmgj  lei m^f  lifpic 
fioeu  me  at  my  petiiieHy  an4  fny  pe4>ple  ut  my  re^tiest. 

Ezpqotatioa  is  either  ^  foend  or  an  enemy »  according  to  th^^oc* 
casiion,*  Aluisnerus  }ooked  for  ^ome  high  and  difficult  boon :  nour 
that  he  heai;^  his  queen  beg  for  her  life,  it  could  not  be,  but  that 
the  surp^uiage  pf  his  lovis  tp  her  must  be  turned  into  fury  against 
ber  adversary ;  and  his  zeal  must  be  so  much  more  to  her,  a^  her 
fuit  was  more  m^k  a^d  humble :  jFor  we  are  solij  J  and  my  pe^* 
fle^  to  be  destroyed^  to  be  slain,  and  to  perish.  But  if  we  had  been 
sold  fov  bojfdmen  and  bonivfomen,  I  had  held  my  tongue^  although 
thp  enemy  could  not  countet^ail  the  king^s  damage* 

Crqiiy  men  are  sopoetimes  choked  with  their  own  plots.  It  waa 
the  proiier  of  ten  thousand  talents,  wherewith  Haman  hoped,  both 
to  purchaiie  bis  intended  reve/i^e,  and  the  reputation  of  a  worthy 
patriot.  That  sum  is  now  laid  m  his  di^,  for  a  just  argument  of 
maUcious  corruption :  for,  well  might  Esther  plead ;  ^^  fi*  we  Jews, 
deserved  death,  what  needed  our  shiughter  to  be  bought  out?  and 
if  we  deserved  it  /lot,  what  horrible  cruelty  was  it  to  set  a  prioa 
upon  innocent  blood  ?  It  is  not  any  offence  of  ours ;  it  is  oviy,  the 
despite  of  an  enemy;  that  hath  wrought  our  destruction,'* 
'  Besides,  now  it  appears  the  king  was  abu^d  by  misinformation. 
The  adversary  suggested,  that  the  life  of  diie  Jews  could  not  stand 
with  the  king's  pront ;  whereas  their  very  bondage  should  be  more 
damage  to  the  sti^te,  than  all  Haman^s  worth  could  countervail^ 
fj^uth  may  be  smothered,  but  it  cannot  die :  it  may  be  disguised, 
))ut  it  will  be  known :  it  may  be  suppressed,,  but  it  will  triumph. 

But  what  shall  wo  say  to  so  harsh  an  aggravation  ?  Could  Esther 
have  been  silent  in  a  case  of  decreed  bondage,  who  is  now  so  vehe- 
)pent  in  a  case  of  deaths  Certamly,  to  a  generous  nature,  death 
13  far  more  e^sy  than  bondage :  why  would  she  have  endured  the 
greater,  and  yet  sp  abhors,  the  less  ?  Was  it,  for  that  the  Jew^  were, 
w^^y  too  well  inured  to  captivity ;  and  those  evils  are  more  toie^ 
fable,  whprQwitb  wq  £u:e  acquainted  ?  0|,  was  it,  for  that  there 
fnay  be  hopes  in  bondage  \  none,  in  death  ?  Surely>  either  of  them 
were  jjamentable,  and  such  as  might  deserve  her  humblest  depre- 
cation. 

Thk  queen  was  going  opi  to  have  said,  ''  But,  alas  \  nothin? 
iirill  satisfy  our  bloody  enemy,  save  the  utter  extirpation  of  me  and. 
my  nation ;''  %yhen  the  impatient  rage  of  the  king  interrupts  her 
sentence  in  the  midst ;  and,  as  if  he  had  heard  too  much  already 
and  cpuld  too  ea^ly  supply  the  residue  of  her  complaint,  snatches 
the  word  Put  of  her  mouth,  i^ith  a  furious  demand  ;  Who  is  he^ 
and  wh^*4f  is  b^y  that  durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do  so  ?  It  was 
the  interest  pf  queen  Esther's  person,  that  raised  this  stomi  in  Aha« 
suerus.  Set  that  aside,  how  quietly,  how  merrily,  was  the  deter* 
Buned  massacre  of  the  Jews  formerly  digested !  Actions  have  not 
ibQ  same  face,  wb^n  we  look  upon  them  with  contrary  affections. 


•  Nmv  (fX&at  fistfaer  inusters  up  her  inwaid  fyrees ;  and,  with  sit 
tadaHfited GOumge^fiiting  li^  ansiy  eyes  iS]^oti  that  bft^ed  Ag^^ 
ke,  she  Mys^  jDie  adversary  dm  enemy  is  this  wicked'  Haittam 
The  woid  mis  loth  to  come  forth,  bxit  it  strikes  home'at  tb«  last. 

Never,  till  no«^,  did  Haoian  heat  his  true  title.  Bcsfore,  some  had 
tcyled  him,  noble ;  others,  ^eat  i  some,  magnificent ;  and  some, 
fierhaps,  virtaous :  only  E^Uier  gives  him  his  own,  wicked  H-imian. 
]U  del^ervkig  greatness  doth  in  vain  promise  to  itself  a  petrpetaity 
<tf  applause.  If  our  ways  be  foul,  the  time  shall  come,  when,  after 
ail  vain  fltftlery,  aftefr  all  our  momentary  glory,  oui^  sins  shall  be 
ripped  up,  aiid  our  ini<|uiiies  laid  before  us,  to  oar  utter  con- 
fusion. 

With  what  consternation  did  Ham&n  now  stand  !-  How-  do  we 
think  he  looked,  to  hear  himself  thus  enstiled,  thus  accused,  yea, 
thus  condemned  ?  Certainly,  death  was  in  his  face^  and  horror  in* 
^i^ry  of  his  joints.  No  sense,  no  limb  knows  his  office*  Faiii 
iVoaid  he  speak,  but  his  tongue  falters,  and  his  lips  tremble^  Fain 
would  he  make  apologies  upon  his  knees,  but  bis  heart  fails  him; 
and  tells  him  the  evidence  is  too  grea!t,  and  the  oilence  above  all 
pardon.  Only  guiltiness  and  fear  look  through  his  eyes,  upon  th^ 
enraged  countenance  of  his  master  ;  which  now  bodes  notning  \n 
him,  but  revenge  and  deati). 

In  what  a  passionate  distemper  doth  this  banquet  shut  up  !  King 
Aliaeuerus  flies  from  the  table,  as  if  he  had  been  hurried  away 
with  a  tempest.  His  strath  is  too  great,  to  come  forth  at  his  mouth : 
<^Iy  his  eyes  td^  Hamau,  that  he  nates  to  see  him?  anci  vows  toseQ 
his  dispatch.  *  '  ■ 

'  For  solitariness,  aif^d  not  for  jrfeasure,  doth  he  now  walk  into  his 
garden ;  and  thinks  with  himself,  "  What  a  monster  have  I  fc- 
Voufed !  Is  it  possible,  that  so  much  cruelty  and  presumption 
should  harbour  in  a  breast,  that  I  thought  ingenuous?  Could  I  be 
so  bewitched,  as  to  pass  sO  bloody  a  decree  ?  Is  my  credolity  tbu3 
abused,  by  the  treacherous  subtlety  of  a  miscreant,  whom  I  trust- 
ed ?  I  confess  it  was  my  weak  rashness,  to  yield  unto  so  prodigious 
a  m<Jtion  ;  but  it  was  the  villahy  of  this  Agagite,  to  circumvent 
me  by  false  suggestions.  He  shall  pay  for  my  error.  The  worl<| 
^lall  see,  that,  as  I  exceed  in  grace,  90  I  will  not  come  siiort  in 
justice..  Haman,  thy  guilty  blood  shall  expiate  that  innocent  blood| 
which  thy  malice  might  have  shed." 

In  the  mean  time,  Haman,  so  soon  as  ever  he  could  recover  the 
oualm  of  his  astonishment,  finding  himself  |eft  alone  with  queen 
iLsther,  loseth  no  time,  spai"^  no  breath,  to  mitigate  lier  anger, 
which  had  made  way  to  his  destruction.  Doubtless,  with  many 
tows  and  tears  and  dejerations,  he  labours  to  clear  his  intentions  to 


speak  ;  and  when  I  have  spoken,  I  am  condemned.  Upon  thy  sen- 
ferice,  O  queen,  I  see  death  awaits  for  me.  In  vain  shall  I  seek  to 
avoid  it.  It  is  thy  wiU,  that  I  should  jperish ;  but  let  that  little  brciati) 
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I  hfti^  left  acquit  tjne^ht  x^ntik  thee,  as  to  call  heavcii  and  earth 
to  recordy  that^  in  re^rd  of  thee,  I  die  innocenu  It  is  true,  that 
miiie  impetnoug  malice  niiscanied  me  tigainst  the  nation  of  the 
Jevrs,  for  the  sake  of  one  stubborn  oflendeir ;  but  did  I  know  there 
iras  the  least  drop  of  Israelitish  blood  in  thy  nacred  person  ?  Could 
I  ^aspect,  tliat  Mordecai  Or  that  people  did  ou^ht  concei*n  thee  ? 
Let  not  one  death  be  enough  for  me^  if  I  would  ever  hare  enter^ 
tained  any  thought  of  eVii  aeainst  nation  or  man^  that  should  have 
eost  but  a  firown  from  tboe.  All  the  court  of  PersisL  can  sufficiently 
vitnestf y  bow  I  have  i&agoiikd  and  adored  thee^  ever  since  the 
royal  crown  wasf  set  on  thy  head ;  neither  did  I  ever  &il  to  do  thee 
aU  good  offices  unto  that  my  sovereign  master,  whom  thou  ha^ 
now  mortally  incensed  a^iiist  me.  O  queen,  no  hand  can  save  my 
life,  but  thme,  that  hath  a^  good  as  bereaved  it.  Shew  mercy  to 
him,  that  never  meant  but  loyalty  to  thee.  As  ever  thou  woufdest 
oblige  a  faUmble  and  faithful  vassal  to  thee,  as  ever  thou  wouklest 
honour  thy  name  and  sex  with  the  praise  of  tender  compassion, 
take  pity  upon  me ;  and  spare  that  life,  which  shall  be  vowed  to 
tny  servii^e :  and  whereas  thy  displeasure  may  justly  allege  against 
Bie  that  rancorous  plot  for  me  extirpation  of  that  people,  whom  I, 
too  late,  know  to  be  thin^  ;  let  it  suffice  that  I  hate,  I  curse  my 
own  crueky  ;  and  only  upon  that  condition  shall  beg  the  reprieval 
of  my  life,  that  I  shall  work  and  procure^  by  thy  gracious  aid,  a 
foil  defeazance  of  that  unjust  execution.  Oh^  let  fall  upon  thy 
despairing  servant  ot^e  wol^  of  favour  to  my  dis|deased  master,  that 
I  may  yet  live." 

While  he  was  ffipeakmg  to  this  purpose,  having  prostrated  him- 
setf^  fqir  the  more  mimility,  before  the  queen,  and  spread  his  arms 
in  a  vehement  imptoration  up  to  her  bed,  the  king  comes  in  ;  and, 
as  not  uimi^illinff  to  misconstrue  the  posture  of  him,  whom  he  now 
liated,  says,  **  What,  WiU  he  force  the  queen  also  before  me  in  the 
house  V*  That,  which  Haman  meant  as  an  humble  suppliant,  is  inr 
terpreted  as  from  a  presumptuous  offender^  How  oft  might  he  have 
done  so,  and  more,  while  he  was  in  favour,  uncensured !  Action$ 
are  not  the  same,  when  the  man  alters.  As  charHy  makes  a  good 
sense  of  doubtful  occurrents,  so  prejudice  and  displeasure  take  ail 
things,  though  well  meant,  at 'the  worst.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  pick 
a  quantel,  where  we  intend  a  mischief. 

The  wrath  of  the  king  is  as  a  niessefiger  of  death.  While  these 
words  were  yet  in  the  mouth  of  Ahasuerus,  Haman,  in  turning  his 
bead  towards  the  king^  is  suddenly  muffled  for  his  execution.  Ht 
shall  no  more  ste  either  face  or  sun :  he  shall  be  seen  no  more,  but 
as  a  spectacle  of  shame  and  horror. 

And  now  he  thinks,  "  Woe  is  me^  whose  eyes  serve  me  onlv,  t6 
foresee  the  approach  of  a  dishonourable  and  painfiil  death !  What 
am  I  the  better  to  have  been  great  ?  Oh,  that  I  had  never  been  ! 
Oh,  that  I  could  not  be  !  How  too  truly  have  Zeresh  and  my  friends 
foretold  me  of  this  heavy  destiny !  Now  am  I  ready  to  feel,  what 
it  is,  that  I  meant  to  thousands  of  innocents.  I  shall  die  with  pain 
aftd  ignominy.  Oh,  that  the  consoience  of  mine  intended  murder 
could  die  with  j|fie  r* 
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It  is  no  raairel,  if  wicked  men  find  nothing  but  utter 

in  their  end.  Rather  thai>  fail,  tbeir  former  hap{>ine9S  /ihall  JQia 
with  their  imminent  nuseries,  to  torment  them*  It  is  the  just  jildg^ 
ment  pf  God,  that  presumptuous  sinners  should  be  siiralloyred  up 
of  those  evils,  which  they  vould  iiot  fpar.  'Happy  is  that  Jiian,  who 
hath  grace  to  foresee  ^nd  avoid  those  w^ys,  which  Tvill  le^d  him  to 
ii  perfect  ponfusion,  Happy  is  he,  that  hath  so  lived,  that  he  cai^ 
either  welcome  de^th  as  a  friend,  or  defy  it  as  an  enemy. 

Who  was  ever  the  better  for  favour  past  ?  Those,  that  )wd  be- 
fore kissed  the  feet  and  smiled  in  the  face  of  Haman,  are  ziowr  a^ 
ready  tp  cQver  his  head  ^d  help  him  to  the  callows.  Harbonah, 
one  of  the  chamberlains,  seasonably  tells  the  King,  bow  stately -a 
gibbet  H^man  had  nevflv  set  up,  for  welUdeserving  Mordecai, 
fvithii)  his  own  palace.  I  near  not  one  9ian  op^n  his  mouth,  to  itt'* 
tercede  for  tlie  offender,  to  pacify  the  k:ing,  to  excise  or  lessen  the 
fact.  Eyeiry  one  is  ready  to  pull  him  down,  that  is  falling  ;  to  tram- 
ple on  him,  that  is  down :  yet,  no  doubt,  there  were  some  of  these 
courtiers,  whom  Haman  had  obliged-  Had  the  cause  been  better^ 
thus  it  would  have  been.  Every  cur  is  raady  to  fall  unou  the  dog, 
that  be  sees  worried.  But  here,  itwfts  the  just  hand  ot  God,  tq  set 
off  all  hearts  from  p.  man,  that  had  been  so  unreasonably  merci- 
less ;  and  to  raise  up  enemies,  even  aipong  friends,  to  him,  that  had 
Eroftessed  enmity  to  God's  Church,  Sq  let -thine  efi^mi^  peri^^h^  Q 
ord,  vinsuccoured,  unpitied. 

Then  tie  king  saidy  Haitg  him  therein.  There  cfin  be  no  truer 
justice,  than  in  retaliation.  Who  can  complain  of  his  own  measure  j 
Behf^ldy  the  wicked*  travaileih  with  iniquity,  and  hath  conceived 
mischief^  atid  brought  forth  falsehood*  He  made  a  pit  ^nd  digged 
it  J  and  is  fallen},  i7ito  the  ditch  that  he  fiiade.  His  muchief  shall  r^r 
turn  upon  his  own  head,  and  hi^  '^iofenf  dealing  shall  ^ptnc  down 
upon  his  own  pate* 

There  hangs  Ham^n,  in  more  reproach,  than  ever  he  stood  in 
honour ;  and  Mordecai,  who  is  now  first  known  for  what  he  was, 
succeeds  his  favour^  and  changes  inheritances  with  his  enemy ;  for 
while  Haman  inherits  the  gibbet  of  Mordecai,  Mocdo^i  inherits 
tlie  liouse  and  honour  of  Haman.  O  Lord*  lei  the  malice  of  the 
wicked  come  to  an^  end;  but  establish  thou  toe  just. 

One  hour  hath  changed  the  face  of  ^he  Persian  cqurt.  Whatsta^ 
bility  is  there  in  earthly  greatness  i  He,  whoKPi  in  Uie  morning,  all 
knees  bowed  unto,  as  more  than  a  man,  now  hangs  up,  like  a  de^ 
spised  vermin,  for  a  prey  to  the  ravens.  He,  who,  this  momin^^ 
was  destined  to  the  gallows,  npw  rules  over  princes :  Ueither  ivas  it 
for  nothing,  4bat  he  this  day  rode  in  triumph.  The  kind's  ring, 
that  was  taken  from  Haman,  is  now  given  to  Mordecai,  as  the 
pledge  of  his  authority  ;  and  he,  that  even  noiy  sat  in  the  gate,  i$ 
called  up  next  to  the  throne.  Wickedness  and  hones^  innocence 
have  now  paid  their  debts,  to  both  their  clients. 

Little  joy  Would  it  yet  have  been  to  Esther,  that  her  enemy  wa^ 
dead,  her  kinsman  advanced,  if  still  her  people  must  for  afl  this 
expect  their  fatal  day.  iter, next  suit  therefore  is  for  the  safety  of 
her  nation,  in  the  countermand  of  that  bloody  decre^^  which  Hs^Wft 
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had  obtained  against  them.  That,  which  was  surreptitiously  gotten 
and  rashly  given,  is  so  much  more  gladly  reversed,  by  bow  much 
mercy  is  more  pleasing  to  a  good  nature,  than  cruel  injustice. 
Mordecai  hath  power  to  indite,  seal,  send  out  letters  of  favour  to  , 
the  Jews,  whicn  were  causelessly  sentenced  to  the  slaughter.  If  a 
Persian  law  might  not  be  reversed,  yet  it  might  be  counterchanged, 
Mordecai  may  not  write,  *'  Let  no  Jew  be  slain ;"  he  may  write, 
•*  Let  the  Jews  meet,  and  stand  for  their  lives  against  those  that 
would  slay  them."  This  command  flies  after  the  former,  so  fast, 
as  if  it  would  overtake  that,  which  it  cannot  recall.  The  Jews  are 
revived  with  this  happy  tidings,  that  they  may  have  protection,  as 
well  as  enmity ;  that  authority  will  not  be  their  executioner  ;  that 
their  own  hands  are  allowed  to  be  their  avengers. 

^  Who  would  imagine,  that,  after  public  notice  of  this  alteration  at 
tKe  court,  when  the  world  could  not  choose  but  know  the  malicious 
CTound  of  that  wrongful  edict,  the  shameful  death  of  the  procurer, 
the  power  of  the  party  opposite;  any  one  should  be  found, 
throughout  all  the  provinces,  that  woi^ld  once  lilt  up  his  hand 
against  a  Jew  ?  that,  with  hh  own  danger,  would  endeavour  to  exe*' 
cute  a  controlled  decree  ?•  The  Church  of  God  should  cease  to  be 
itself,  if  it  wanted  malicious  persecution.  There  needs  no  other 
quarrel,  than  the  name,  the  religion  of  Israel. 

Notwitlistanding  the  known  &vourofthe  king  and  the  patronage 
of  Mordecai,  the  thirteenth  of  Adar  is  meant  to  be  a  blopdy  day. 
Hamari  hath  too  many  abettors  in  tha  Persian  dominions.     These 
join  together  to  perform  that  sentence,  whereof  tlie  author  re- 
pented.    I'he  Jews  take  heart  to  defend  themselves ;  to  kill  their 
murderers.    All  the  provinces  are  turned  into  a  field  of  civil  war ; 
wherein  innocence  vancjuisheth  malice.     The  Jews  are  victors; 
and  not  only  are  alive,  but  are  feared.    The  most  resist  them  not ; 
many  assist  tliem,  and -some  become  theirs^     I'he  countenance  of 
the  great  leads  the  world  at  pleasure.     Fear  of  authority  sways 
thousands,  that  are  not  guilty  of  a  conscience. 

Yea,  brides  the  liberty  of  defence,  the  Jews  are  now  made  their 
own  justices.  That  there  may  be  none  left  from  the  loins  of  that 
accursed  Agagite,  who  woula  have  left  none  of  the  Jewish  seed, 
they  slay  the  ten  sons  of  Haman ;  and  obtain  new  days  of  further 
executions*  Neither  can  death  satisfy  their  revenge.  Those  ten 
sons  of  Haman  shall,  in  their  very  carcases,  bear  the  reproach  of 
their  father,  and  hang  aloft  upon  his  gallows. 

Finally,  no  man  doth,  no  man  dares  frown  upon  a  Jew.  They 
are  now  become  lords  in  the  midst  of  their  captivity.  No  marvel, 
if  they  ordain  and  celebrate  their  joyfijd  Purim,  for  a  perpetual 
memory,  to  all  posterities,  of  their  nappy  deliverance.  It  were 
pity,  ^hat  the  Church  of  God  should  not  have  sunshines,  as  well 
as  storms ;  and  should  not  meet  with  interchanges  of  joy  in  their 
irarfure,  before  they  enter  upon  the  unchangeable  joy  of  their 
e&dlass  triumph.  Esther  vii^  viii,  ix.  . 
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TO  THE  king's  MdST  EJCCELttNT  MAJESTV^ 

CHARLES, 

BY  THK  GRACE  OF  GOD  KING  OF  ORBAT  BRITAIN^,  FRANCE^    AND 

IRELAND^   DEFENDER  OF  THE  FAITH« 


MOSl^RACIOUS  AND  DREAD  SOVEREIGN  : 

JVLoRE  than  twenty  years  are  slipped  away,  since  I  en- 
tered upon  this  task  of  sacred  Contemplations }  presum- 
.  ing  so  long  ago,  to  prefix  your  Hoyal  Name  to  fiome  of  the 
first  pieces  of  this  long  work,  which  I  rather  wished^  than 
hoped  I  might  live  to  finish.  The  God  of  Heaven  hath 
been  pleased  to  stretch  out  my  days  so  &r,  as  to  see  it 
brought,  at  last,  after  many  necessary  intermissions,'  to  a 
happy  end.  Now>  not  with  more  contentment  tlian  bold- 
ness, I  bring  to  your  sacred  hands,  besides  variety  of 
other  discourses,  that  work  complete,  whereof  some  few 
parcels  saw  the  light  before,  under  subordinate  Dedica- 
tions. The  whole  is  your  Majesty's  due,  no  less  than  the 
unworthy  Author ;  whose  age  pl^aseth  and  prideth  itself 
]&  nothing  more,  than  in  the  title  of  one  of  your  Majes^^ 
%j^%  most  ancient  Attendants,  in  my  station,  now  living* 

JOS.  EXON. 
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ssssssasBeesmBBotm 
to  MY  MWH  HONOURED  AND  RIQHT  WORSHIPFUL  FRIEHP, 

SlR  HENRY  YELVERTON, 

KKIQBT>   ATTORNBY  aEMEIUL  TO  HIS  MAJB9TY. 


• 


RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  I  '' 

IT  is  not  cut  of  anjjf  satiety,  that  I  change  from  the  Old  TeHa,. 
fiunt  to  the  New.  These  two,-  as  then  are  the  Breasts  of  the 
Churchy  so  they  yieU  mUtefualiy  wXolesome^  equally  pleasant, 
unto  able  nurselings. .  Herein  I  thought  food  to  haoe  re^fect  tmto 
my  reader,  in  whose  strength  there  may  be  difference..  That  other 
breast  perhaps  doth  not  let  down  this  nourishing  liquor  so  freely ^  so 
easily.  Even  so  smatt  a  variety  refresheth  a  weak  infa^^  JM- 
ther  will  there  perhaps  want  som^  palates^  which  will  faid  a  more 
quick  arid  pleasing  relish  in  this  fresher  substance.  These  I  thotight 
good  to  please  with  m  tastCy  ere  they  come  to  sate  themselves  with  a 
full  meal  of  this  dhnne  nourishment;  in  emulation  of  the  good 
scribe^  thai  brings  forth  both  oU  and  new.  If  it  please  God  to  mthk 
my  Hfe  and  opportunities,  I  hope,  ai  last,  to  present  this  Churchy 
wUh  the  last  service  cf  ike  history  of  either  page;  wheri^innty 
joy  and  my  crown  shall  be  the  education  qf  many.  In  the  moan 
ttmcy  I  dedicate  this  part  unto  your  homey  whom  I  have  so .  much 
cause  to  observe  end  honour.  The  blesns^  .qf  that  Gody  whose 
Church  you  have  ever  made  your  chief  client  y  be  still  upon  your 
heady  and.  ^at  honourabk  society  which  rqfoices  in  so,  worthy  a 
kadet.  Toit  andyourself  IshMbecoery  aslhave.cause^ 

Himbfy  and  unfeignedlydevotedj 

'      JOSliPn  HALL. 

*    .  ''  .  \  • I  :  ... 

THE  ANGEL  AND  ZACHAJE^Y. 

W^BEN  iiwg*  <UDe  at  worst,  then  (^  b^ins  !a  change. ,  The  state 
of  the  Jewish  church  was  extvepely  corrupted|  unmediately  before 
the  newa  of  the  jQospel  j  yet,  a^  pad  as  it  was,  not  onl^  tbepricsV 
hoQdirbut  Ae  CQUr8es.Qf  atteQ4aqpe  CQrftifiuedy  even  froqi  JHylH^i 
^mfitHl  Chritt*s.  It.  is  a  despe^dy ,  qi^I^y^  condition  9^  a 
civirchy  wl^ere  00  good,  ovdmi  fil?  jd^^ 

TOL.  II.  o 
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Judea  passed  maavtroubles^.iQtoy  alteratipm ; , yet  this  oixlerly 
combination  enauted  a&o«t  aa  deren  luudred  V^arir.  A  settled 
good  will  not  easily  be  defeated ;  but,  in  the  change  of  persons, 
will  remain  unchsuiged  ;  and,  if  it  hk  forced  to  give  way,  leaves 
memorable  footsteps  behind  it.  If  David  foresaw  the  perpetuation 
of  this  holy  ordinance,  h0W  ffiodicHcl  he  rejoice  in  tlie  knowledge 
of  it !  Who  would  not  be  glad  to  do  good,  on  condition  that  it  may 
so  long  otitHve  him  f    ••  .     .   -  ,  - 

The  successive  turps  of  the  legal  ministration  held  on,  in  a  line 
never  interruptM.  E^efr  in  a  forrorn  and  miserable  church,  there 
may  be  a  personal  succession.  How  little  were  the  Jews  better  for 
this,  when  tfa^y  had'  16^  tMe  Uriin  and  Tkaitamim,  siricerity  of 
Doctrine  and  Manners  !  This  stayed  with  them,  even  while  they 
and  their  sons  crucified  ChrisI.'WJEiiCt  is  more  ordinary,  than  wick- 
ed sons  of  holy  parents }  It  is  the  succession  of  truth  and  holi- 
ness, that  makes  or  justifies  a  chiurch,  whatever  become  of  the 
ji^rsonf. 

Never  tiiMs  wctc^so  b«rr«n,  as.  not  to  yield  soibe  good.  The 
.greatest  deatth  afibvds  some  few  good  tm  to  the  gleanerst 
ChnA W0itld net  h'a^ cokne  iiito nhe worid,  but  bevonUl  \Mro 
seine  fakkfuLto  ent^i^tn  Mm.  He>  tfbat  had  tlie  di8jf>osiiig  of  all 
times  and  anon,  w^uld  vssi  soiorie  holy  ones  .into  bis  own  tiniea^ 
There  &m1  ^beeb  no  equidA^ ,  that  aH  siiould  either  evenriin  or  foU 
1i»w  him,  ^d  none  attend  him. 

Saehary  and  Elisabeth  are  jofst,  (>otih  of  Aaron'^  hfood,  uad 
Jobti  Ba|Aist  of  Mi6in. '  Whence  AouM  a  Jmlpseed  spring,  if  not 
tif  ^  loiil»  of  Ltvi'i  It  is  uM  in 4fa  vpeivec  of  paretitiy tb  tmdliod 
hoiiM^^  Icy  UMir  ^shtldiien :  it  is  th^  Uteaia|r  ^^  <^^  '^^^  iteties 
•4liemiR  die  Ernies  vdf  their  tarents,  sib  diey  f e^iflfe 'tbdm  in  their 
llns.  ^nui^  is  IH^^tePMitity ,  4>ut  ttherb  is'libelfheody  df  i  holy  ge^ 
nei^tiMi^  #lien  IIVB  {Kti^sncs  ilresuch. 

ShzfeA>^%aib  jtmt^  :tis weU  as  Zachoiy  i  thpt  -die  ibretahiler  ef  4 
Stt«4Du^  mlg^t  vbe4>ol)P'^m1>6thi8ides.  It  tb^  stock  and*Ae  graft  be 
wa  btfChgb^,  >diale  ik  mvrib  danger  of  tlie.  iruit;  it  is.  aJnpp^ 
n»at<jb)  ^HvihiK  WMlrand ^aM  tln^  mik  ak^one^  i^dfc  tftiljrtii  tSrna^ 
selves,  iMMih  ^66^;  «)ot  tnore  in  fiteh;  thmiii^^^At.'Gvaok 
makes  no  diflbRsnbMtf  .se^es :  mtber,.  the  w^ker  carries  away  the 
more,  hof  off^jbps^fiHe  it  hath  had  less  helps. 

It  is  easy  to  observe,  that  the  New  Testament  affordeth  mor^ 
store  of  good  women,  tteatheOfctr  -^dbilisabeth  led  the  rine  of  this 
mercy  ;  whose  barrenness  ended  in  a  miraculous  fruit,  bo£  of  her 
body  and  of  hei* «**€.  ^-^  ^  ^'  >' >-  J  : •  /  '         '■  V 

This.religious  pair  made,  no  less  progress  in  virtue,  than  in  ace^ 
artc^^^t  thd&>iHtre^c^ilM'h(k  iiJaBc' A^  9gM^ 

Xo^eOipt?  Xwbn^  .tJfo' Jfe\(^,  mfAiD«;i  wte  Wfc  A  ^i6t  bHW\  tWlt 
Vf(?6ftrfai-^  Vrit,'whW'ttilr^d6tf'tWm*iti  #^!i1¥l««hN<f  »«ly*<««i 
^enc4;'!^te  ^  MztHiMldP  cW^HikH'r  'A$mri}  wbi^%ii^  4hIiMtt^ 
lously  conceived  by  man,  wa^t^H'fcft^^Witoer^lite^^Wwttf  1M«M 


«j 


THE   AMGEL   Al?t>  ZACHARY*  1^ 

oeived  by  the  Hoiy  Ghost ;  so  a  barren  matron  was  meet  to  make 
way  for  a  virgin. 

None  but  a  son  of  Aaron  niagte  o^er  iaoeitse  to  God  in  the  tenr 
pie ;  and  not  every  son  of  Aaron ;  and  not  any  one  at  ail  seasons. 
God  is  a  God  of  Order  ;  and  hates  confusion,  no  less  tbafi  irr&- 
ligion.  Albeit  he  bath  not  so  streigbtetied  btmself  under  the  Gospel^ 
as  to  tie  his  service  to  persons  or  places,  yet  his  •choice  is  now  no 
less  carious,  because  it  is  more  large.  He  allows  none,  but  the  au« 
tborized :  he  autbocizeth  none,  but  ^ht  wortihy. 

Tlie  incense  doth  ever«roc41  of  tbe  band  that  offers/it.  I  doubt 
not,  bat  that  perfume  was  sweeter,  whicii  ascended  up  from  tihe  lumd 
of  a  just  ZacBarie.  The  sacrifice  of  the  toicked  ie  ahominaii&n  to 
Goa, 

There  were  courses  of  ministnttioa  in  the  legal  services.  God 
never  purposed  to  burthen  any  of  his-  creatures  with  devotion. 
How  vain  is  the  ambition  of  any  soul,  that  would  load  itself  with  ' 
the  universal  charge  of  all  men !  How  thankless  is  tbek  labour, 
that  do  wilfully  overspend  thems^ves,  m  their  ordinary  voca- 
tions ! 

As  Zachariehad  a  course  in  God^s  house,  ^so  he  carefully  observ* 
ed  it^  The  favour  of  these  respites  doubled  his  diligence.  The 
more  high  and  sacred  our  calling  is,  the  more  dangerous  is  neg;leict. 
It  is  our  honour,  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  wait  upon  the  Cknl  df 
Heaven,  in  these  immediateservices.  Woe  be  to  us,  if  we  slak^keh 
those  duties,  wherein  God  honours  us  more  than  we  can  honour 
Um ! 

Many  sons  of  Aaron,  yea,  of  the  sanae  family,  serted  at  oiice  in 
the  temple,  according  to  the  variety  of  emfdoyments.  To  £{^dld  all 
difiereace,  they  agreed  by  lot  to  assign  themselves,  to  the  s^v^L 
offices  of  each*  day.  The  lot  of  this  day  called  Zachaiie>  to  bIKsr 
incense  in  the  outer  temple.  I  do  not  find  any  |»reseriptiQA  they 
had  fi-om  God,  of  this-  particular  manner  of  designment.  Midtters 
of  gocxl  order  in  holy  afiairs  may  be  ruled  by  tlie  wise  institution 
of  men,  according  to  reason  and  expediency. 

It  fell  out  well,  that  Zacharie  was  chosen  by  lot)  to  this  minis- 
tration ;  that  God*s  imiaediate  hand  might  be  sten,  in  all  the  pas* 
•ages- that  concerned  tus  great  prophet';  that,  as  the  person,  so  the 
occasion  -mi^ht  be  of  6ra*s  own  chusing.  In  lots,  and  their  seem.- 
ing  ca8uail>disposition,  God  can  give  a  reason,  ^ough  we  can  give 
nonfe.- 

Afomiag  and  ^evenfaie,  twice  a  day,  their  Law  called  them  to 
^Ber  incense  to  God ;  Uiat  both  parts  of  the  day  might  be  cbnsel 
crate  ^o  the  Mstker  of  time*  The  outer  Temple  was  the  figure  of  the 
whdia  (SliMgAi^wVk  4Kriki  like  as  the  HcHy  «f  Holies  rejpfesent- 
ed  Heaven.  Nothing  can  better  resemble  our  iaithf^l  praye^  thaih 
tweet  peffiiine.  1^^  God  looks,  that  we  should  (all  his  Qitirch 
ot«^)  'selid  up  iknto  him,  morning  and  evening.  The  fttevAttdiis  df 
duf  hto^stottld  b^  jtieifpfltial ;  but  if,  t^ie^  in  the  da)r,^  do. 
tm  ^^neienrCkid  vrith  ouv  scrf^mn  invbcatictos^iVt^lEtfKe  tbe  Gospel 
'lWo4Eii$tolftlbMlht '!«#.'  >    '    ^   - 
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.  That  the  resemblance  of  prayers  and  incen^  might  be  a(>parjeiity 
while  the  priest  sends  up  his  incense  within  the  temple,  the  people 

.must  send  up  their,  prayers  without.  Thdr  breath  and  that  lu- 
cense,  though  remote  in  the  first  risings  met  ere  they  went  up  to 

.heaven. 

The  p^ple  might  no  more  go  into  the  Holy  Pkce,  to  ofler  up 
the  incense  of  prayers  unto  GckI,  than  Zaclutnc  might  go  into  the 

.Holy  of  Holies.  While  the  partition  wall  stood  betwixt  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  there  were  also  partitions  betwixt  the  Jews  and  them- 
selves.^ Now,  every  man  is  a  priest  unto  God.;  every  man,  since 
the  veil  was  rent,  prays  within  the  temple.  What  are  we  the  better 
for  our  greater  freedom  of  access  to  God  under  th^  Gospel,  if  we 
do  not  make  use  of  our  privilege  ? 

Wbile  they  were  praying  to  God,  he  sees  an  angel  of  God. 
As  Gideon's  angel  went  up  in  the  smoke  of  the  sacrifice,  so  did 
Zacharie's  angel,  as  it  were,  come  down  in  the  fragrant  smoke  of  ' 
his  incense. 

It  was  ever  great  news,  to  see  an  angel  of  God  i  but  now  more, 
because  God  had  long  withdrawn  from  them  all  the  means  of  his 

.supernatural  revelations.  As  dbus  wicked  people  were  strangers  to 
their  God  in'  their  conversation,  so  was  God  grown  a  stranger  to 
them  in  his  apparitions :  yet,  now  that  the  season  of  the  Gospel 
approached,  ne  visited  them  with  bis  angels,  before  he  visited 
them  by  his  Son. .  He  sends  his  angel  to  men  in  the  form  of  man, 

•  before  he  sends  his  Son  to  t^ke  human  form^ 

The  presence  of  angels  is  no  novelty,  but  their  apparitioD. 
They  ai^e  always  with  us,  but  tardy  seen;  that  we  may  awfully 
respect  their-  messages,  when  tliey  are  soen.  In  the  mean  time, 
our  faith  may  see  them,  though  our  senses  do  not.   Their  assumed 

•  shapes  do  not  make  them  more  present,  but  visible. 

There  is  an  order  in  that  heavenly  hierarchy,  though  wc  know  it 

•  not.     This  angel,  that  appeared  to  Zacharie,  was  not  with  him  in 

•  the  ordinary  course  of  ms  attendances,  .but  was  purposely  sent 
from  God  with  this  message. 

Why  was  an  an^l  sent  ?  and  why  this  an^el  ?   It  bad  b^n  easy 
.  for  him,  to  have  raised  up  the  prophetical  spirit  of  some  Simeon,  to 
.this  prediction.  .  The  same  Holy  Ghost,  which  revealed  to  that 
just  man,  that  he  should  not  see  death  ere  he  had  sieen  the  Mes- 
siah, might  have  as  easily  revealed  unto  him  the  birth  of  thefc^e- 
runner  of  Christ,  and  by  him  to  2^>iarie ;  but  God  would  hsve 
this  voice,  which  should  go  before  his  Son,  conie  with  a  noise 
.He  would  have  it  appear  to  the  world,  diat  the  harbinger  of  the 
.  Messiah  should  be  conceived  by  the  marvellous  power  of  thai  God, 
whosci  coming  he  proclaimed.    I^  was  fit  the  first  Ifentld  of  ^he 
Gospel  should  begm  in  wonder.  #. 

1^  ^me  s^ngei,  that  came  to  the  Blessed  Viigin  with  the  ne«^^of 

;Ch«i8t's  €<9ieeptioa,  came  tO;%acharie  with  the  news  of  John V; 

.  for  tile  honour ,  of  him  that  was  the  gveatest  of  them  which:  were. 

;  born  of  womei^  ai^l  for  his  better  resemblance  to  him  whi^  wis 

the  seed  of  the  woman.   Both  bad  the  Gosp#l  fov  their  waofd :  op9» 
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OS  the  messe^er  of  it ;  the  other,  as  the  author :  both  are  foretold 
by  the  same  iiiouth. 

When  could  it  be  more  fit  for  the  angel  to  appear  unto  Zacharie^ 
than  when  prayers  and  incense  were  oflfered  by  him?  Wherte 
could  he  more  fitly  appear /than  in  the  temple?  In  what  pairt  of 
the  temple  more  fitly,  than  at  the  altar  of  incense  ?  and  fHiere^ 
about,  rather  than  on  the  right  side  of  the  altar  ?  Those  glorious 
spirits,  as  they  are  always  with  us,  so  most  in  our  d^otiops ;  and, 
as  in  all  places,  so  most  of  all  in  God's  house.  They  rejoice  to  be 
with  us,  while  we  are  with  God ;  as,  contrarily,  they  turn  fbGVt 
faces  from  us,  when  we  go  about  our  sins,  ' 

He,  that  had  wont  to  live  and  serve  in  the  presence  of  the 
master,  was  now  astonished  it  the  presence  of  toe  servant.'  86 
much  difference  there  is  betwixt  our  ^ith  and  our  senses,  that  the 
apprehension  of  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Spirits  by  foith  goes 
down  sweetly  with  us,  whereas  the  sensible  apprehehsion  ox  a^ 
angel  dismays  us.  Holy  Zacharie,  that  had  wont  to  live  by  fiiitb^ 
thought  he  should  die,  when  his  sense  began  to  be  set  on  work.  It 
was  the  weakness  of  him,  that  served  at  the  altar  without  horror, 
to  be  daunted  with  the  face  of  his  fellow-servant^  In  vain  do  we 
look  for  such  ministers  of  Gk)d  as  are  without  infirmities,  whei^ 
just  Zacharie  was  troubled  in  his  devotions,  with  that  wherewith  he 
should  have  been  comforted. 

It  was  p&rtiv  the  suddenness,  and  partly  the  glory,  of  the  appa- 
ritipn,  that  af&ighted  him. 

The  good  angel  was  both  apprehensive  and  compassionate  of 
Zacharie's  weaknCess ;  and  presently  encoura^s  him  with  a  chees- 
fill  excitation,  I\ar  not^  fcacharias.  The  blessed  spirits,  though 
they  do  not  often  vocally  express  it,  do  pity^  our  human  frailties ; 
and  secretly  suggest  comfort  unto  us  when  wfe  perceive  it  not. 

Good  and  evil  angels,  as  they  are  contrary  m  estate,  so  also  in 
disposition.  The  G[ood  desire  to  take  away  fear;  the  evil,  to 
bring  it.  It  is  a  fruit  of  that  deadly  enmity,  which  is  betwixt  Satati 
and  us,  tliat  he  would,  if  he  might,  kill  us  with  terror ;  whereas, 
the  good  spirits,  affecting  our  relief  and  happiness,  take  no  plea;- 
sure  in  terrifying  us,  but  labour  altogether  for  our  tranquillity  and 
cheerfulness. 

.  There  was  not  more  fear  in  the  face,  than  comfort  in  the  speech ; 
Thy  prayer  is  heard.  No  angel  could  have  told  him  better  news* 
Oiir  desures  are  uttered  in  our  prayers.  What  can  we  wish,  but  t6 
have  what  we  would  ? 

"  Many  good  suits  had  Zachary  made,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  for 
a  son.  Uoqbtless,  it  was  now  some  space  of  years,  since  he  made 
that  request :  for  he  was  now  stricken  in  age,  and  had  ceased  to 
hope ;  yet  had  God  laid  it  up  all  the  M'hile  y  and.  when  he  thinks 
not  of  it,  brings  it  forth  to  effect.  Thus  doth  the  mercy  of  our 
God  deal  with  his  patient  and  faithful  suppliants.  In  the  fervour 
of  their  expectation,  he  many  times  holds  them  off;  and,  when 
they  least  tiiink  of  it,  and  have  forgotten  their  own  suits,  he  gra* 
c|ously  condescends.    I>elay  of  ^Hlect  may  not  discourage-  our 


fai^    It  niay  ht,  •  God  hatb  long  g^a«%ted j  ere  we  -^hall  know  of  bk 
grant. 

M^v^y  a  father  repents  faim  of  his  fir^itfl^aess,aHd  hath  ^ch  9ons 
as  he  wishes  upborn ;  but  to  ba^e  so  gr^cipus  aod  happy  a  ^op^as 
$i^  dDj^l  foretold^  could  not  be  le^  coaifort  than  pouoiir  to  the 
age  of/^acl^ie.  The  proof  of  cl>ildreif  makes  them,  either  tjie 
bikings  or  crosses  of  their  parents.  To  bear  what  bis  son  should 
be  i»efojre  he  whs,  to  bear  that  he  should  have  such  a  sou,  a  sou 
8v))c^  bi;rth  s^uld  concern  the  joy  of  many,  a  son  that  should  be 

fre^  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  a  spn  th^  should  be  saored  to  God, 
lied  wit^  Goo,  beneficial  tp  ip^n^  ^.  harbinger  tp  hii^i  that  was 
i09dand  nian,  was  news  enough  to  pceviBot  the  angpl,  and  to  take 
^.W^y  ^hat  tongue  with  ainazefuent,  which  was  after  lost  witb  in^ 

^aredulHy. 

Tbc  $peepb  was  so  good,  th^  it  found  not  a. sudden  belief, 
This  g^Q^  pews  surprised  Zachary .  If  the  intelligence  had  taken 
leis^ur^,  tb^  fajs  tlK)yghtis  might  have  had  time  todebate  the  matter, 
"he  had  easily  apprehended  the  infinite  ^wer  of  him  that  had  pro- 
HH^ed ;  the  pattern  of  Abrahfam  and  Sarah ;  and  would  $oon  have 
cpncluded  tile  appe^trance  of  the  angel  more  miraculous,  than  bis 
pr^iction :  whereas  now,  like  ^  man  masked  with  tlie  strangeness 
of  that  be  saw  and  bt^ard,  he  tulsdojubts  the  QUissa^e,  and  a^i»', 
Ifow  shall  I  know  ?  Nature  was  on  his  side ;  and  alleged  the 
impossibility  of  tlie  event,  bot|i  from  age  and  barrenness.  Super- 
natural tidines,  at  the  first  hearingr,  astonish  the  heart ;  and  are  en- 
tertai^d  with  doubts  by  those,  micb,  upon  further  acquaintfincc, 
give  them  the  best  welcome* 

The  weak  apprehensions  of  our  imperfect  faith  are  not  so  much 
to  be  censured,  as  pitied. 

It  is  a  sure  way  tor  the  heart,  to  be  prevented  with  the  assurance 
of  the  omnipotent  power  of  God,  to  whom  nothing  is  impossible; 
so  shall  the  hardest  point  of  faith  go  down  easily  with  us.  If  the 
eye  of  our  mind  look  upward,  it  ^11  meet  with  nothing  to  avert 
or  interrupt  it;  but  if  right  forward,  or  downward,  or  round 
about,  every  thing  is  a  block  in  our  way. 

There  is  a  difterence,  hetwlst  desire  of  assurance  and  unbelief* 
^'e  cannot  be  too  careful,  to  raise  up  ourselves  arguments  to  settle 
our  faith ;  although  it  ^ould  be  no  taith,  if  it  had  no  feet  to  stand 
upon,  but  discursiYe.  In  matters  of  iaith,  if  reasons  may  he 
brought  for  the  conviction  of  the  gainsayers,  it  is  well :  if  they  be 
helps,  they  cannot  be  grounds,  of  our  belief. 

In  the  most  faithful  heart  there  are  some  sparks  of  infidelity.  So 
to  believe,  that  we  should  have  no  doubt  at  all,  is  scarce  incident 
,uuto  flesh  and  blood.  It  is  a  great  pcrfectiqn,  if  wc  have,attained 
to  overcome  our  doubts. 

What  did  midead  Zacharie,  but  that  which  uses  to  guide  others, 
reasqn  ?  I  am  oU^  and  viy  uift  is  of  great  age :  as  if  years  and 
dry  loins  could  be  any  let  to  him,  which  is  able  of  very  stones  to 
raise  up  children  unto  Abraham. 

Faith  and  njasoi>  have  their  bmitt> :  whei*e  reason  ends,  fjiith  be- 
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En  I  at)d  if  repaoll  wiU  be  eocvoachyMitfp.upQn,  the  >9Wli^  9^  iaith, 
19  strw^bl  lakfiti  cs^ive  by  infidelity.  We  9re  i)Qt  fit  to  fol- 
low Christy  if  we  have  not  denied  ourselves ;  and  tb^  chief  piece  of 
cntaekreBy  is,  our  reHoon.  We  oau^t  yie}d  Qod  able  to  do  that, 
vhieb  we  c^onnut  ooo^^rehend ;  and  we  ffiu^t  comprc^Qnd  that  by 
our  fikitb,  which  is  discbiii^  bv  reason^  Hagar  mus^  be  drfV^ 
cmt  of  dooni^  Ait  S^ah  mity  rote  alqpe. 

Tbft  anliBPri^  itf  .ftbe  vepoiler  mi^k^  w^  for  b(^^f  in  things, 
wfaicli  am  elherwisQ  burd !»  pes»4  aith^i»gky  in  £he  niattf^s  of  Qodp 
m  abwkL  ttot  so  awQh  im^  who  sp^fihs,  «^  whaft  i»  #po)cen,  u^ 
from  whom.  Thoango)  tJeU»  bit wiw,  plaee,  ofG^i  wi^dilfed » <ihMt 
Zej[^faatifi  n^ighfe  iwk  think  any  mw»  wpossiM^,  th4^  WA$  hrmi^ 
Um  ky  Afaf»vfiDly  miass^Qg^. 

Even  whMlb  diere.is  a6  use  of  ktoguagfs,  the  spirits  are  di^- 
Imguisbed  hyiiMim;  «ii^  ttu^  kmm^  his  own  apf^eU^tioi),  an4 
ottam*.  He^  tiM  gave  i^^ve  w^t/fk  vaw^  hW  ui»4^e,  to  g^ve  nm>(9^ 
unto  all  his  visible  and  inferior  creatures,  did  himself  put  names 
unto  the  spiritual ;  and  v^  their'  name  is,  so  are  they  mighty  and 
glorious. 

But^.hst  2aoharie  ahoold  'Bo  loss  doubt  of  the  style  of  the  m^ 
aen^,  diaR  of  the  errand  kself,  he  is,  at  once,  both  confirmed  airi 
punialied  vrith  dombnen.  That  toif^c,  which  moved  the  doubti 
touBt  be  tiftdupL  He  shall  ask  noiwire  questlioos  for  forty,  weeks^ 
hecanse  he  arioed  tUs  one  distrustfully.    .  .       .        i 

Neither  did  Zacharie  lose  his  tongue  for  the  time»  but  his.  eats 
also.  He  was  not  only  mute,  but. deaf ;  for  otherwise^  when  ihi^ 
came  to  ask  Ins  allowaiice  for  the  name  of  his  son,  they  needed  not 
to  haive  demanded  it  by  siglis,  but  by  words*  God  wiU  not  pass 
over  stigbtofiences,jina  those  which  may  plead  the,  tnost  eoloiuv 
aUe  preceliccks  in  his  best  chiUren,  without  a  s^osible  check.  It  is 
not  ourholy  cntinniea»  with  God,  that  can  bear  us  out  in  the  least 
sin;  y«a  ooer^  the adre  ao^piatiitance  we  have  with  his  Majesstyl 
the  more  sure  we  are  of  ooneetion^  when  we  offend.  This  may 
yrocQve  us  move  fitvour  in  oar  weli-doing,  not  les^  justice  ill  ovil; 

Zoebarie  staid,  and  the  people  wslited.  Whether  sdmo^  Jonger 
discoiirse  hetwizi  the  angel  aaa  him  than  neecled  to  he  vcicocded^ 
or  wiiethes'asftqnidinient  at  ^  apparition  and  nbws,  withb^  him^ 
I  inquife^Rol.  The  multitude  thought  hii^  Iqug ;  .vet»  though  they 
could  but  see  afar  qff,  they  would  nqt  depart,  till  ha  VQturned  to 
bless  them.  Thhir  patient  attendapce  without  shamw  ui,  that  are 
hardly  persuaded  to  attend  within,  while  both  our  mnaea  are  em^^ 
ployed  m  our  divine  services,  and  we  are  admitted  to  be  ootagisnts 
with  our  misisters. 

At  last,  Zacharie  conies  out  speechless ;  and  more  amases  them 
with  his  presence,  thaq  with  his  delay.  The  eyes  of  the  multi- 
tude, that  were  not  worthy  to  see  his  vision,  yet  see  the  ti^pk  of 
his  vision^  that  the  world  might  b^  put  into  the  expeetatum  of 
some  extraordinary  sequel.  Gqd  makes  way  for  his  vcdce  by ^iv 
leaoe. .  His  speech  could  not  have  said  so  much  as  his  di^mbness. . 

Zacharie  would  fain  have  spgkeoj  and  could  not  i  with  un  1^ 
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itiany  are  dvmiby  and  need  not.  Neghgence,  httc^  partiaUiy  stop 
the  tppuths  of  many ,  which  shall  once  say,  ^^  Wm  to  me,  because 
I'h^ld  pnypeace!" 

' '  His  h^nd  speaks  that,  which  be  cannot  with  his  tongue ;  and  be 
msJces  them  by  signs  to  understand  that,  which  they  might  read  ill 
his  &ce.     Thbse  powers  we  tmye^  wemust  1186.  '  ' 

But  though  he  nave  ceased  to  speak,*  yet  he  ceaaed  not  to  mi-* 
nister.  lie  takes  not  this  dumbness  for  a  dismitsion,  but  stays  out 
the  eight  days  of  his  course ;  as  one  that  knew  the  eyes  and  faiiidft 
'and  heart  would  be  accepted  of  that  God,  which  had  befeaved 
him  of  his  tongue.  We  may  not  take  slight  oocasiona  of  wich« 
drawing  ourselyes  from  the  public)  services  of  oor  Gbd ;  nmdi  less 
under  the  Gospel.  The  Law,  which  stood  miich  upmi  bodibr 
perfection ,  dispensed  with  ag^  fbr  attendance.  The  CkMspel,  which 
IS  all  for  the  soul,  regards  those  inward  {KMrers,  which,  while  tbey 
ure  vig6rou§,  exclude  nil  excusea  of  our  ministrstion*      Luke  «,    * 

THE  ANNUNCIATION  OF  CHklST.       . 

Th£  Spirit  of  God  was  nevisr  so  accurate  ia-jifji  desetipdon  as 
tha;t,  which  concerns  the  Incarnation  of  God.*  It  wtLS^o6  circnm* 
stance  should  be  omitted  in  that  rtory,  wbopeon  tfae!£utiiyand  salvft* 
tion,-  of  all  the  world  dependeth.  We  cannot  so  mquzh  as  doubt  of 
this  truth,  and  be  saved.  No,  not  the  number  of  the  month,  not 
the  name  ot  the  angel,  is  concealed.  Every  particle  imports  not 
i|ione>  certainty,  than  excellence. 

I4i6time'is,  the  sixth  month  after  John^s  eoncqption,  4ibe  prime 
of  the  spring.  Christ  was  concaved  in  the  sprii^ ;.  bom,  in.  the 
solstice.  He,  in  whom  the  world  received  anew  iifey receives  life 
in  the  ssuEiie  season,  wherein  the  world  received:  his  fivst  life,  from 
him ;-  and  he,  which  stretches  out  the  days-tef  hi8>  Chiirdi  and 
lengthens  them  to  eteniity,  appears.i|fter  all  dbeshoitaadidhn  light 
i»f  tl)e  law,  and  enhghtens  the  world  widi his-glory.. - 

The  Messenger  is^  an  angel.  A  man  was  too  measi^  to  carry  the 
news  of' (the  conception,  of  God.  Never  any* Uuainess:  was  don-, 
ideivedin  htaflren^  that  did  so  much  concern  the  earth,  as  theCloii. 
ixeptioh  of  the  Godrof  Heaven  in  Womb  of  Eiurth.  No  less  than  an 
aroiangel.Waa  worthy  to  bear  this  tidings ;  and  never  any  rngel  re^ 
eeived  a  goeat^r  honour,  than  of  this  embaisBage.  - 

It  wasrflt  our  reparation  should  answer  our,  ftiU;  An  evil  aagel 
was  the*  firstnsotioner  of  the  one  to  Eve,  a  virgin,' tfaesi  espoused  to 
Adai;|i,aQ  tbe  garden  of  Edefi ;  a  good  angel  is  the  firat  reporter  of 
the  other  to  Mary,  a  virgin,  Espoused  to  Joseph,  in  "that  place, 
which,  asiihe  ganlen  of  Galilee,  had  a  name  from  flourishing. 

No  good  angel -could  be  the  author  of  our  restoration,  as>  that 
evil  9ngel  was  of  our  ruin.  But  that,  which  those  glorious  spirits 
could  ii6t  do  themselveis  they  are  glad  to  report  as  done  by  the 
God  :of  Spirits.  Good  news  rejoices  the  bearer.  With  what  joy 
did  .this  holyi  angel  bring  the  news  of  that  Saviour,  in  whom  wo 
apt  redeemed  to  life,  himself -established  in  life  and  glory ! 
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Tte  fin^  pre&cher  of  the  Gospel  was  an  angel.  That  ofBce 
must  Meds  be  glorious,  that  derives  itself  from  such  a  predecessor, 
God  appointed  his  angel  to  be  the  first  preacher ;  and  hath  since 
called  his  preachers,  angels. 

The  Message  is  wcU  suited.  An  angel  comes  to  a  virgin ;  Ga* 
briel,  to  Mary  ;  he,  that  was  by  signification  the  Strength*  of  God, 
to  her  that  was  by  signification  Exalted  by  God  to  the  conceiving 
of  him  that  was  the  (?od  of  Strength :  to  a  maid,  but  espoused ;  a 
maid,  for  the  honour  of  virginity ;  espoused,  for  the  nonour  of 
marriage.  The  marriage  was  in  a  sort  made^  not  consummate ; 
ifa-ough  the  instinct  of  him,, that  meant  to  make  her,  not  an  exam* 
pie,  but  a  miracle  of  women. 

In  this  whole  work,  God  would  have  nothing  ordinary^  It  was 
fit,  that  she  should  be  a  manned  virgin,  which  should  be  a  virgin- 
mother.  He,  that  meant  to  take  man^s  nature  without  man's  cor- 
ruption, would  be  the  Son  of  Man  without  man's  seed ;  would  be 
the  Seed  of  the  Woman  without  man ;.  and  amongst  all  wom^,  of 
a  pure  virgin ;,  but  amongst  virgins^  of  one  espoused,  that  there 
might  be  at  .once  a  witness' aitd  a  guardpan  of  her  fruitful  vir. 
ginity .  If  the  same  GoA  had  not  been  the  author  of  virginity  and 
marriage,  he  bad  never  countenanced  virginity  by  marriage. 

Whither  doth  this  glorious  angel  come,  to  find  the  mother  of  him 
that  was  God,  but^to  obltcure  Galilee  ?  a  part,  which  even  the  Jews 
themselves  despised^  as  for^ken  of  their  privileges ;  Out  of  Galilee 
ariseth  tw  prophet.  Bdiold,  an  angel  comes  to  that  Galilee,  out 
of  which  no  prophet  comes ;  and  the  God  of  Prophets  and  Angels 
descends  to-  be  conceived  in  that  Galilee,  out  of  which  no  pro^et 
ariseth^  He,  thait  fillcth  all  places,  makes  no  difll;rence  of  places. . 
It  is  the  person,  which  gives  nonour  and  privilege  to  the  place,  not 
the  t>kM$e  to  tihe  person :  as  the  presence  of  God  makes  the  heaven ; 
the  heaven  doth  not  make  the  honour  glorious.  No  blind  corner 
0f  Nassareth  can  hide  the  Blessed  Virgin  fr6m  the  angel.  The  fa^ 
vonrs  of  God  wiH  fiiid  out  his  efaiklrert, yh'fth^ftoever  they  are  with- 
drawn. '  ' 

It  is  the  fashion  of  God,  toseek  out  the  most  despised,  on  whom 
to  bestow  his  honours.  We  cannot  run  away,  as  from  the  judg- 
ments, so  not  fVom  the  mercies,  of  ouir  God.  The  cottages  of 
Galilee  are  preferred  by  God,  to  the  famous  palaces  of  Jerusalem. 
He  cares  not  how  homely  he  converse  with  his  own.  Why  should  • 
we  be  transported  with  the  outward' gloiy  of  places,  while  our 
God  rc^rds  it  not  ?  We  are  not  of  the  angel's  diet,  if  we  would 
Bot  rather  be  with  the  Blessed  Virgin  at  Nazareth,  than  with  the 
proud  dames  ift  the  court  of  JeruMJem.  It  is  a  great  vanity,  to 
respect  any  thing  above  goodness,  and  to  disesteem  goodness  for 
any  want. 

The  angel  salutes  the  Virgin  ;*  lie  pra^s  not  to  her.  .He  salutes 
her,  as  a  saint ;  he  prays  not  to  her,  as  a  goddess.  For  us  to  salute 
her  as  he  did,  were  gross  presumption ;  for  neither  are  we  as  he 
was,  neither  is  she  as  she  was.  If  he,  that  was  a  spirit,  saluted  her, 
that  was  flcish  and  blood  here  on  earth,  it  is  not  for  us,  that  are 


20*  cBHVEH^ifJkmem,^ 

fie^  and.  blooci,  to  salute  her>:  which  is  ^  glprtQUs  spMt  in  hcMnM« 
'  For  us  to  pray  to  her  in  the  wgd's  69lul)atiQii>  were  to  abiisefcbo 
Virgin,  the  angol^  the  salutation. 

But,  how  gladly  do  we  second  the  ^gel  in  the  pr^fse  of  bflTi 
yvhioh  wajs  mox^  oura  than  his !  HovT  ju^y  da  we  btess  h^r,  whom 
thq  ange^  pronomceth  biessed  I  How  wortbtly  is  she  honoured  vf 
imiw,  whom  the  ao^el  proohiimeih  belored  of  Qpd !  O  Messed 
Maiy,  be  caoiiiot  bleas  thee^  he  cannot  honour  tbeet  toaAmcl^, 
ib^t  dei^es  thee  not«  That,  which  the  angel  said  of  thee,^  Uwii 
bast  prophesied  of  thyself:  we  believe  the  angel,  ai|d  thee^  All 
generations  shall  call  thee  ble&sedi  by*  (be  fruk  «f  wbope  wooib  all 
..generations  are  blessed. 

If  2achary  were  amafled  witH  the  Mgbt  of  tbia  aogel,  macb 
more  the  Vivgin.  That  very  aex  hud  move  disadvantage  of  fear« 
If  it  bad  been  but  a  vom^  that  W  ewia  to  her  in  Itot  &^cr^y  aad 
auddcnn^,  she  could  not  but  have-  been  troubled ;  how  much 
more,  wh^n  thQ  fining  glory  of  the  per«p«i  doubled  the  astonisb-f 
mcnt !  I  • 

The  troubles  of  holy  minds  end  ever  in  comfort*  -JLoy  wa3  the 
errand  of  the  angel^  and  not  terror.  Fear  (as  aJl  JMaion^)  di^ 
quiets  the  heart ;  and  maizes  it,  for  the  time,  vn6t  to  jreoeive  tbci 
ipessages  of  God.  Soon  hath  t^e  angel  cleared  tbete  troublesome 
mists  of  passions,  and  sent  oat  the  beama  of , heavenly  conaolatio^; 
in  the  remotest  corner  of  her  soul,,  by  tte  glad  news  of  k^ox  Stoioui!. 
Uqw  can  joy  but  enter  tnl:o  her  hearts  out  of  wbp^  womb  -^baJl 
come  salvation  i  What  room  can  fear  find  in  that  breast,  that  is 
assured  of  favour?  "  Fear  not,.Miity,/or  U^9u,hastf(mnd/fiwour 
with  God.  Let  those  fear,  whp  knbw  they  are  in  displeasuie,  nx 
Icnow  not  they  are  gracioiis.  /Thy  Jbappy  estate  caUa  ior  oonA^ 
dencei,  and  tbett  coandence  for  j^.  What  should,  whrt  can^th*)^ 
fear,  who  are  favoured  of  bimi,  at  whom  the  devik  i^relpble  ?" 

Not  the  presence  <^  the  good-aligds,  but  the'temptationa  fuf  the 
evil,  strike  laany  teerora  into  our  ivealmeaiu  We  ccmld  not  be  dis« 
mayed  with  them,  if  we  did  no(  forget  our  condition.  We  kmf^ 
not  received  the  sjdrii  c/ hndage  ugw^  t^f^T^  hut  the  spik^^ii  of 
adoptwHy  wkereh^  'we  cry^  JJbia^  JF^thetL  If  that  S{Mrlt,.0  God, 
witness  with  our  spirits,  that  ^e  are  tfaAV:^  how  can  >ve  fear  any  ^ 
those  spiritual  wicked  nesaes  ?  Gimc  us  assurance  of  fhy  favour, 
and  let  the  powers  of  h^U  de  their  worst. 

It  was  no  ordinary  favour,'  that  tbe  Yiigin  fimnd  in  heaven.  No 
mortal  creiituie  was  ever  thus  gracqd,  that  He,  should  take  part  of 
,  her  nature,  that  waa  the  God  of  Nature ;  that  h^»  which  nmie  aU 
things,  should  make  his  human  bo4y  of  bars ;  that  hec  womb  sbouM 
yield  that  fleshy  which  was  personally  united  tq  this  Godhead ; 
that  she  should  bear  him,  that  upholds  the  world :  Zd,  th/M  sliait 
conceive  and  hear  a  Sm^  and  ^^W  caU  his  nanae  Jesus. 

It  is  a  question,  whether  there  be  more  wonder  in  tlxe  conccp* 
tlon^  or  in  the  fruit;  the  conception  of  the  Virgin,  or  Jesus  cop- 
ceived.  Both  are  nMurvelloua ;  but  the  former  doth  not  more  exceed 
all  other  wonders,  than  Aq  latter  exceedeth  it :  for  the  child  ot  A 
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ticgioy  1$  the  reimprovemeat  of  thu  power  \vhL9H.  cceaiked  tfai| 
world ;  but  that  God  should  be  iocaruate  o£  a  virgin,  was  an  abaae* 
oii^t  of  his  majesty^  aa4  an  exaltation  of  the  creature,  beyond  all 
ejuunplc. 

Well  was  that  child  worthy  to  make  the  mother  Moused.  Here 
wa^  a  double  conceptioa ;  one  in  the  womb  of  her  body^  tne  othisf 
of  the  soul.  li*  that  were^  more  mivucujous,  this  was  more  hener 
ficial  i  that  was  hqr  privilege,  tliis  was  her  happiness ;  if  that  were 
singular  to  her,  this  is  common  to  all  bis  chosen*  There  is  no  re*- 
newed  heart,  wherein  thou,  O  Saviour,  art  not  fooned  ag^in. 
Blessed  be  thou,  that  Jiast  herciqniade  us  blessed.  For  wh^t  woxob 
can  conceive  thee,  and  not  partake  of  thee  ?  Who  cap  ptM^take  of 
thee,  and  not  be  happy  ? 

.  Doubtless,  the  Virgin  .understood  the  angel,  as  he  m^nt,  of  a 
IPfeaent  ^pnceptioii ;  which  made  her  so  much  more  inqn^sitiv^ 
mto  the  manner  and  means  of  this  event :  How  shall  this  be^  suicf 
I  kiwv;  not  a  mqn  ?  That  si^  should  conceive  a  son,  by  the 
knowledge  of  man,  after  her  marriage  oonsu^iinate,  could  have 
been  no  wonder :  b\it  haw  then  shoi^ldthat  son  of  hers  be  the  Son 
of  God  ?  This  demand  was  higher.  How  her  present  virginity 
should  be  instantly  fruitful  might  be  well  worthy  of  admiration,  of 
inquiry.  Here  wa^  deso'c  of  information  v  not  doubts  of  infide- 
lity :  y^a  rather,  tins  qnestion  argues  &ith:.  ifr  takes  for  grant^ 
that,  which  an  nnbehcviug  heart  would  have  stuck  at.  She  says 
not^  '^  Who,  and  whence,  art  thou?  What  kingdom  is  this.f 
Where,  and  when,  shall  it  be  erected  ?"  But,  smootnly  supposing 
|dt  those  strange  things  would  be  done,  she  insists  only  on  that, 
which  did  necessarily  require  a  further  intimation  ;  and  doth  not 
distrust^  bu(  demand.  Neither  doth  she  say,  ^'  This  cannot  be;'* 
aor,  **  How  f^  this  be  ?"  but,  Jflim  shall  this  he?  So  doth  the 
ju^l  answer,  as  one  that  knew  he  needed  not  to  satisfy  cuposityi 
.but  to  iofori^  ju4g<neiit  and  uphold  faith.  He  doth  not  the^fore 
tell  her  of  the  manner,  but  of  the  Author,  of  this  act ;  The  Holjf 
Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Most  High  shall 
overshadow  thee.  It  is  enough  to  luiow,  who.  is  the  undertalj^er, 
ftxni  what  he  will  do*  . 

,  O  God^  what  do  we  seek  a  clear  light,  where  thou  wilt  i^vie  a 
shadow  }  No  mother  knows  the  manner  pf  her  natural  coi^cisp.* 
tion ;  what  presumption  shall  it  be  fv  fiesh  and  blood,  to  search 
how  the  Son  of  God  took  flesh  aiid  blood  of  bis  creature !  It  is 
for  none,  but  the  Almiglity,  to  know  those  works,  which  ho  doth 
invjoediately  concerning  himself ;  those,  that  concern  us,  he  hajk;h 
revealed :  secrets  to  God  ;  things  revealed  to  lis. 

The  answer  was  not  so  fidi,  but  that  a  thousand  difficulties 
might  arise,  out  of  the  particularities  of  so  strange  a  message ; 
yet,  after  the  angePs  solution,  we  hear  of  no  more  pbjections,  no 
more  interrogations.  The  faithful  heart,  when  it  once  uivderstaiids 
the  good  pleasure  of  God,  arsues  ao  more ;  but  sweetly  rests  ilself 
in  a  quiet  expectation :  Behold  the  servant  nj  the  Lof*a;  be  it  unto 
mc  according  to  thy  word^    There  is.  not  a  more  noble  proof  of  our 
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fkithy  thaA  to  captivate  all  the  powers  of  our  understanding  an4 
will  to  our  Creator ;  and,  wtthoilt  all  sciscitations/to  go  blindfold 
whither  be  will  lead'  us.  All  disputations  with.  God,  after  his  will 
known,  ari^efrom  ii^fidelity^  Great  if  the  rnjf^ttiy  of  godlint^i 
and,  if  we  wiH  give  natureleave  to  cavil,  wp  cannot  bp  Cliristians, 
O  God,  thou  art  faithful;  tboii  art  powerful.  It  js  enough,  that 
thou  hast  said  it,  In  the  humiUty  of  our  obedience,  m'c  resign 
ourselves  over,  to  thee,  Behold  the  servants  of  the  Lord  ;  be  it 
unto  us  according  to  thy  word, 

How  fit  was  her  womb  to  conceive  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  God  by 
fte  power  of  the  Hpirit  of  Grod,  ifhose  breast  had  so  soon  by  the 
power  of  the  same  Spirit  conceived  an  a^ent  to  the  will  of  God ! 
And  now,  of  a.  handmaid  of  God,  she  is  advanced  to  the  Mother  of 
Ood<r  No  sooner  hath  she  said.  Be  it  d^ie^  than  it  is  done ;  the 
Holy  Ghost  QverslmdQws  her.  and  forms  her  Saviour  in  her  own 
body. 

This  Very  angel,  that  talks  with  the  Blessed  Virgin,  could  scarce 
hav^  been  able  to  express  the  joy  of  her  heart,  in  the  sense  of  this 
Divine  burden.  Never  any  mortal  creature  had  so  much  cause  of 
facilitation.  Howcopid  she,  that  was  full  of  God,  be  other  than  full 
of  joy  in  that  Gpd  f 

Gnef  grows  ffreater  by  concealing ;  joy,  by  expression.  The 
Holy  Virgin  baa  understood  by  the  angel,  how  her  cousin  Eiizar 
beth  ^vas  no  less  df  kin  to  her  in  condition ;  the  fruitfulness  of 
wiiose  a^e  did  somewhat  st)it  the  fruitfuln^  of  her  virginity. 
Happiness  communicated  doubles  itself.  Here  is  no  straining  of 
eourtesy.  The  Blessed  M^id,  whom  vigour  of  age  had  more  fitted 
for  the  way,  hastens  her  journey  into  the  hill  country,  to  visit  that 
gracious  matron,  whom  God  h^d  made  a  sign  of  her  miraculous 
conception^  Only  the  meeting  of  saints  in  Heaven  can  parallel 
the  meeting  of  these  two  cousins :  the  two  wofiders  of  the  worl4 
are  met  under  one  roof,  and  congratulate  thciir  mutual  happiness. 
When  we  have  Christ  spiritually  conceived  in  us,  we  cannot  be 
qutet,  till  we  have  imparted  our  joy, 

'  Elizabeth,  that  holy  matron,  did  no  sooner  welcome  her  blessed 
coqsiO)  than  hef  babe  welcoipes  his  Saviour.  Both,  in  the  retired 
dosets  of  their  mother's  womb,  are  sensible  of  each  other*jB  pse- 
^n^ ;  the  one  by  his  ofnniscience,  the  other  by  instinct.  He  did 
not  more  (brerun  Christ,  than  overrun  nature.  How  should  oar 
hearts  leap  ifnthin  us,  when  the  Son  of  God  vouchsafes  to  come  into 
the  secret  of  oi|r  spuls ;  qot  to  visit  us,  but  tp  dwell  with  us,  to  dwell 
faius!    «  Liikeiy 


THE  BIRTH  OF  CHRIST. 

As  all  the  actions  of  men,  so  especially  the  public  actions  of  pub? 
lie  men,  are  ordered  by  God  to  other  ends  than  their  own.  TJii* 
edict  Went  not  so  much  out  from  Augustus,  as  from  the  court  of 
heaven.    What,  did  Cssar  know  Joseph .  and  Mary  ?  His  charge 
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Was  linlvenal^  to  a  world  of  subjects  through  all  the  Romau  ein« 

Eire.  God  intended  this  cension  only  for  tJje  Blessed  Virgin  and 
sr  Son,' that  Christ  might  be  born  wliere  ho  should «  Ceesar  meant 
td  fill  his  coffers :  God  meant  to  fulfil  his  prophecies ;  and  so  to 
•fulfil  tbem^  that  those  whom  it  concerned  might  not  fcel  thei  ac« 
complishment.  If  God  had  directly  commanded  the  Virgin  to  go 
up  to  Bethlehem,  she  had  seen  the  intention,  and  expected  tne 
issue ;  but  that  wise  moderator  of  all  things^  that  works  his  will  in 
us,  loves  so  to  do  it  as  may  be  least  with  our  foresight  and  acquaiU'^ 
tance,  and  would  have  us  foli  under  his  decrees  unawares,  that  we 
may  so  much  the*more  adore  the  depths  of  his  Providence*  Every 
t^reature  walk^  bUndf(»ld :  only  he,  that  dwells  in  light,  sees  whither 
they  go. 

l>oubtle8s,  blessed  Mary  meant  to  have  been  delivered  of  her 
divine  burden  at  home ;  and  little  thought  of  changing  tlie  place 
of  conception,  for  another  of  her  birth.  That  house  was  honoured 
by  the  angel,  yea,  by  the  over-shadowit^  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  None 
could  equally  satisfy  her  hopes  or  desires^  It  was  fit,  that  he,  which 
made  •  choice  of  the  womb  wherein  .his  Son  should  be  conceived, 
should  make  choice  of  the  place  where  his  Son  should  be  born. 
As  the  work  is  all  his,  so  will  be  alone  contrive  all  the  circum« 
stances  to  his  own  ends. 

O  the  infinite  wisdom  of  God,  in  casting  all  -  his  designs  I 
There  needs  no  other  proof  of  Christ,  than  Csesar  and  Bethlehem; 
and  cyf  Cesars,  than.  Augustus.  His  goveriunent,  his  edict,  pleads 
the  .truth  of  the  Messiw.  His  government :  now  was  the  deq^ 
peace  of  all  the  world,  under  that  quiet  sceptre,  which  made  way 
tor  him,  who  was  the  Prince  of  Peace  ;  if.  wars  be  a  sign  of  the 
time  of  his  second  coming,  peace  was  a  sign  of  his  first.  His  edict : 
now  was  the  sceptre  departed  from  Judah ;  it  was  tiie  time  for 
8hiloh  to  come.  No  power  was  left  in  the  Jews,  but  to  obey. 
:  Augustus  is.  the  emperor  of  the  world ;  under  him^  Herod  is  the 
kine  of  Judea,  Cyrenius  is  president  of  Syria.  Jewry  hatU  nothing; 
of  her  own.  For  Herod,  if  ne  were  a  king,  yet  he  was  noiFow ;  and 
if  he  had  been  a  Jew,  yet  he  was  no  otherwise  a  king,  than  tribu- 
.tary  and  titular.  The  edict  came  out  from  Augustus,  was  exe- 
cuted by  Cyrenius.  Herod  is  no  actor  in  this  service;  Gaia  afid 
glory  are  the  ends  of  tfiis  taxation.  Each  man  pr6f(y»!ied  I|iq)poif  a 
subject,  and  paid  for  the  privilege  of  his  servitmde.  *>)o)r,  their 
rj&cy  heads  were  not  their  own ;  but  must  be  paid  for,  tQi  the  ii^ad 
of  a  foreign  stftte*  They^  which  before  stood  *upoiv  the^'teniis^^ 
their  intaamily,  stoop  atrtlie  last.  Th^  proud  suggestions  of  J[ur 
das,  theGaltleaOj  uLigfat  shed  Ibeir  blood  and  sweU  their  stoma^^ 
but  could  Jiot  esse  tfieir  voke-)  peitber.  was  it  the  meaqiDg  pf-God; 
that  holtness,  if  Ibey  hailf  been  v  they  pretend^ »  showd  sheltet 
th0i|[i^fro«»  suli^clion*   i  . 

A  tribute  is  impo^h^d  VLpon  God's  ftee.  people.  Thisact^of  bond* 
age  jlyriags  them  hbeciy*  >Ipw,  when  they  seemed  mostjieglecicd 
.ef/Ged,  ihpy^rebtosid  widi  ^  Kedeomer:  when  they  aro  must 


pres^  with  foregu  ^veragnty,  God  sends  Hiem  a  Kinf^  of  tieir 
ovm^  to'  wiiom  Caesar  himseu  must  be  a  subject.  The  goodness  of 
bur  God  picks  out  the  most  needful  tinies  of  our  relief  and  con^ 
fort.  Our  extaremitiesgive  him  tlie  most  glory. 
-  Whith^tnust  Joseph  and  Mary  come  to  be  taxcKl,  but  unto 
Betiilebein,  Darid's  city  ?  The  very  place  proves  their  descem. 
}|e,  that  succeeded  David  in  his  throne,  must  succeed  him^in  the' 
fiiace  of  his  birth.  So  clearly' was  Uethlehem  desi^^tsed  to  this  ho- 
fioulr  by  t^  prophets,  that  e\'*en  the  priests  and  die  scribcir  could 

Cifit  Herod  unto  it,  and  assured  him  the  K\n&  of  the  JctvB  could 
iio  where  else  born.  Bethlehem,  justly  tAe  nwese  of  bread ;  the 
liread^  that  came  down  fr<»n  Heaven,  is  there  ^ven  to  the  worlds 
whence  should  we  have  the  Bread  of  Life,  but  from  the  heuse  of 
hread^'?  O  faolv  ]>avid,  vms  this  the  well  of  Bethiehen^,  whereof 
diou  didst  so  thisst  to  chink  of  old,  when  diou  w^t,  Oh^  iliat  cne 
\KHinUdrgwe  me  drinJr  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem  /  Suife- 
}y  that  other  water,  when  it  was  brought  thee  by  thy  worthies,  tho« 
poQxedst  it  on  the  graund,  and  woulost  not  drink  of  it.  Tht«  was 
that  Living  Water,  for  which  thy  ^oul  longed,  whereof  thou  saidst 
elsewhere,  As  ike  hart  brayetk  lifter 'the  water^rookSj-  so  httge/k 
fnhf  soul  after  thee^  O  God :  my  md  tkir^eth  for^  Otfrf,  far  the 
living  God. 

It  was  no  less  than  four  days'  jonrn^y  from  Na2areth  to  Eotble- 
hctti.  How  just  an  excuse  might  the  Blessed  Virgin  h^ve  pleaded 
(or  her  absence !  What  woman  did  ever  undertake  sudi  a  jcfmmey, 
flo  near  her  deKvery }  And,  doubtless^  Joseph,  which  was  noir 
taught  of  Ood  to  love  and  honour  her,  was  lo^  to  draw  fntfa  a 
dear  wife  m  so  unwieldy  a  case,  into  so  manifest  hazard.  Sut  the 
charge  was  peremptory ;  the  obedience,  eicemplary.  The  desiiedf 
an  inoffensive  observance  even  of  heathenish  authority  digests  ail 
difficulties.  We  may  ndt  take  e&^  occasions,  to  witbdisamr  our  obe* 
dience  to  supreme  commandsv  Vea^  how  didst  thmi,  O  SBrriour, 
by  #hoin  Augustus  reigned,  in  tlie  womb  of  thy  motheryield  this 
homage  to  Aueustu^  1  The  first  lesson,  that^  ever  diy  example 
taud^t  us,  WHS  S>edience. 

Aftor  BMUiy  steps,  are  Joseph  and  Mary  come  to  Bethiehan. 
The  plifi;ht  wnerein  she  was  wmild  not  allow  any  speed ;  and  the 
4brc«||  feiMtre  of  the  joum^  caus^h  disappointment.  The  end 
was'worse  than  the  way :  there  was  no  rest  in  llie  way ;  there  was 
M  room  in  the  inn.  It  could  ndt  be,  but  that  there  wove  many  ef 
the  kindred  of  ^Joseph  and  Mary  at  that  time  in  Bedidtefaem ;  fcr 
bothy  thtte  wcdre  their  ance^tdrs  bom  if  not  themselves,  mi  tbitheir 
4Siaie  Viif^itit  cousins  of  their  hktod ;  yet  there  and  ihon'  d^ 
1^  Heiy  Virgin  want  roetn  to  lauf  either  her  head  of  her  burtHen. 
If  the  heme  of  Dinld  hud  not  io^  «U  meicy  and  gMd  naBMile,  a 
daughter  of  David  could  not,  so  near  the  time  of  hsr  tr#nitV^^ 
tieefi  desthutie  of  lodging  in  tfie  oity  (ff  David, 

Litde  did  the  aethleheuntes  think,  what  a  gmest  they  veMsed) 
Ijlse  they  woukl  gladly  have  opened  diek  doors  to  hisp^  ^^bi^h  wtt 
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Hble  ttj  open  the  gates  of  Heaven  to  them.  Now,  their  inhoiSpita- 
tity  is  punishmertt  enough  to  itself.  They  have  lost  the  honour  and 
bapprness  of  being  host  to  their  God. 

Even  still,  O  bfessed  Savioaf,  thon  standest  aft  our  doors  and 
knockest.  Every  motion  of  thy  good  Spirit  tells  us  thou  an  there, 
No^  thou  comest  in  .thine  own  name,  and  there  thou  standest, 
white  thy  head  is  full  of  dew,  and  thy  loots  wet  with  the  drops  of 
the  night.  If  wc  suffer  carnal  desires  and  woridly  thoughts  to  take 
top  the  lodging  of  our  heart,  and  reVel  within  Us,  While  thon  waitest 
upon  our  addiissioii,  surely  our  judgtuent  ^hafl  be  ^o  much  the 
greater,  by  hoi?ir  much  bett^  we  know  whom  We  'hate  exchided. 
What  do  we  cry  ^ame  on  the  Bethlehemites,  whilst  we  are  wilfdlF^ 
mote  churlish,  more  linthankfiil  ? 

There  is  no  room  in  my  heart,  for  the  Wonder  set  flrfs  humility.' 
He,  for  .whom  heaven  is  too  strait,  whom  the  heaven  of  hearehsf 
cainnot  contain,  lies  in  the  strait  cabin  of  the  womb ;  and  when  h^ 
would  enlarge  himself  for  the  world,  is  not  allowed  the  rooih  of  an 
nin.  The  many  mansions  of  heavten  were  at  his  disposing ;  the 
earth  was  his  and  the  fulness  of  it ;  yet  he  suffers  himself  to  be  re- 
fuse of  a  base  cottage,  atnd  complain^h  not.  What  measure 
sfaoold  discdhtent  us  wretched  men,  whfen  thou,  O  Gofd,  farestthtni 
from  thy  creatures  ?  JHfow  should  we  learn  both  to  want  and  abound, 
from  thee,  which,  abounding  with  the  glory  and  riches  of  heaven, 
wouldst  want  a  lodging  in  thy  first  welcome  to  the  earth  !  Thod 
earnest  to  thine  own,  and  thy  own  received  thee  not:  how  dan  it 
trouble  us,  to  be  rejected  of  the  world,  which  is  not  durs  ?  Whsi 
wonder  is  it,  if  thy  servants  wandered  abroad  in  sheeps*  skins  and 
TOtts'  skins,  destitute  and  afflicted,  when  their  Lord  is  denied 
narbour? 

How  should  all  the  world  blush  at' this  itidignity  6f  Bethlehem  ? 
He,  that  catne  to  save  men, .  is  sent  foV  bis  first  lodging  to  the  beasts : 
the  stable  i$  become  his  inn,  the  cfatch  his  bed.  O  sti'ange  tradl6 
of  that  Great  King,  which  heaven  itself  may  en\^  !  O  baviourj 
dioa,  that  wert  both  the  Maker  and  Owner  of  Heaven,  of  Earthy 
couldst.have  made  th^  4  palate  wit  horn; ,  hands,  fcouldst  h^ive  com- 
manded thee  an  empty  room  in  thosfe  houses  which  thy  creatures 
had  made.  When  tliAti  M&i  btitbidl3ie  angek  avoid  their  first 
tflace,  Ihey  fell  down  firom  'heaven  like  lightning ;  and  \^hen,  irt  thy 
hnmblfed  estate,  thou  didst  but  say,  I  dm  Ae,who  was  able  io  stand 
befere  iJiee  ?  How  easy  hid  it  bedi  for  thee,  to  have  made  piled 
forthyself,  in  the  throngs  of  the  stateliest  courts!' Why  Wouldst 
thou  be  thus  homely,  but  that,  by  contemning  worldly  glories,  thoii 
mightest  teach  us  to  contemn  theii^  ?  that  thou  mightest  sanctify 
poverty  to  them,  whom  thou  calledst  unto  want  ?  that,  since  thou , 
which  hadst  the.  xslwtee^f  ail«?artihly  conditions,' wouldst  be  born 
poor  and  despised,  those,  which  must  want  out  of  necessity^  migbt 
not  Hwak  thehr  poverty  grievous  ?  '  j 

Here  was  neither  friend  to  entertain,  nor  sem^nt  .to  attend,  nor 
ptiee  trherein  to  be  attetidedf  drfythe  poor  beasts  gave  way  to 
the  God  of  all  the  World.    It  is  the  great  mystery  of  godlines??. 
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that  God  was  manifested  in  the  desk,  and  seen  of  angets  ;  but  here^ 
which  wa$  the  top  of  all  wonders,  the  very  beasts  might  see  tfaeir 
Maker.  For  those  spirits  to  see  God  in  the  flesh,  it  was  not  so 
strange^  as  for  the  brute  creatures  to  see  him,  which  was  the  God 
of  Spirits.  He,  that  would  be  led  into  the  wilderness  amongst  wild 
beasts  to  be  tempted,  would  come  into  the  house  of  beasts  to  be 
born,  that  from  tne  height  of  bis  divine  glory  his  humiliatio(Q  might 
be  the  greater*  How  can  we  be  abasea  low  enough  for  thee^  O 
Saviour,  that  hast  thus  neglected  thyself  for  us  ? 

That  the  visitation  might  be  answerable  to  the  homeliness  of  the 
place,  attendants,  provision,  who  shall  come  to  congratulate  his 
birth,  but  poor  shepherds  ?  The  kings  of  the  earth ^rest  at  home; 
and  have  no  summons  to  attend  him,  by  whom  they  reig^*  God  hath 
chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  mighty.  In 
an  obscure  time  (the  night]  unto  obscure  men  (shepherds)  doth  God 
manifest  the  light  of  his  Son  by  glorious  angels.  It  is  not  our  mean- 
ness, O  God,  that  can  exclude  us  from  the  best  of  thy  mercies : 
yea,  thus  far  dost  thou  respect  persons,  that  thou  hast  put  down  the 
mitfh^,  andexalted  them  of  low  degree. 

u  tnese  shepherds  had  been  snoring  in  their  beds,  they  had  no 
more  seen  apgels,  nor  heard  news  of  their  Saviour,  than' their  neigh- 
bours: their  vigilancy  is  honoured  with  this  heavenly  vision. 
Those^  which  are  industrious  in  any  calling,  are  capable  of  further 
blessings;  whereas  the  idle  are  fit  tor  nothing  but  temptation. 

No  less  than  a  whole  choir  of  angels  are  worthy  to  sing  the  hymn 
of  glory  to  Godf  for  the  Incarnation  of  his  Son :  what  joy  is  enough 
for  us,  whose  nature  he  took,  and  whom  he  came  to  restore  by  his 
Incarnation  ?  If  we  had  the  tongues  of  angels,  we  could  not  raise 
this  note  high  enough,  to  the  ptaise  of  our  glorious  Redeemen 

No  sooner  do  the  shepherds  hear  the  news  of  a  Saviour,  than  they 
run  to  Bethlehem  to  $eek  him.  Those,  that  left  their  beds  to  tend 
their  flocks,  leave  their  flocks  to  inouire  after  their  Saviour.  No 
earthly  thing  is  too  dear,  to  be  forsaken  for  Christ.  If  we  suffer 
any  worldly  occasion  to  stay  us  from  Bethlehem,  we  care  more  for 
oursheep  than  our  souls.  It  is  not  possible,  that  a  faithful  heart 
should  hear  where  Christ  is,  and  not  labour  to  the  sight,  to  die  firu- 
itioti,  of  him.  Where  art  thou,  O  Saviour,  but  at  home  in  thine . 
own  house,  in  the  assembly  of  thy  ssunts  i  where  art  thou  to  be 
found,  but  in  thy  word  and  sacraments  ?  Yea,  tlicrc  thou  seekest 
for  us :  if  there  we  haste  not  to  seek  for  thee,  wc  are  worthy  to 
want  thee ;  worthy  that  our  want  of  thee  here  should  ;nake  U9  want 
the  presence  of  thy  face  for  ever.  Lukeii.  . 


THE  SAGES  AND  THE  STAR. 

■•J 

The  shepherds  and  the  cratch  accorded  well ;  yet  even  th^  saw 
nothing,  which  they  might  pot  contemn :  neither  was  there  a^  of 
those  shepherds,  that  seemed  not  mom  like  a  king,  than  that  Kjog 
whom  they  came  to  see.  -^ 
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But  oh  the  Divine  Majesty,  tbat  shined  in  this  basehess!  There 
lies  the  Babe  in  the  stable,  cryincin  the  maneer,  whom  the  angels 
eaoie  dovv^n  from  heaven  to  proclaim,  whom  the  Sages  come  from 
the  East  to  adore,  whom  a  heavenly  Star  notifies  to  the  world,  that 
now  met!  might  see  that  heaven,  and  earth,  serves  him,  that  neg- 
lected himself*. 

Those  lights,  that  bang  low,  ttre  not  far  seen;  but  those,  which 
arc  high  placed,  are  equally  seen  in  the  remotest  distances.  Thy 
li?ht,  O  Saviour,  was  no  less  than  heavenly.  The  East  saw  that, 
which  Bethlehem  might  have  seen.  Ofttimes,  those,  which  are 
nearest  in  place,  are  larthest  off  in  affection.  Large  objects,  when 
they  are  too  close  to  the  eye,  do  so  overfill  the  sense^  that  they  are 
not  discerned. 

What  a  shame  is  this  to  Bethlehem  !  The  Sages  came  out  of  the 
East,  to  worship  him,  whom  that  village  refused. 

The  Bethlehemites  were  Jews;  the  Wise  Men,  Gentiles.     This 
.  first  entertainment  of  Christ  was  a  presage  of  the  sequel.     The 
Gentiles  shall  come  from  far  to^dore  Christ,  wh'de  the  Jews  reject 
him. 

Those  Easterlings  were^reat  searchers  of  the  depths  of  nature ; 
professed  philosophers.  Them  hath  God  singled  out,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  manifestation  of  Christ.  Human  learning  well  im- 
proved makes  us  capable  of  divine.  There  is  no  Knowledge, 
whereof  God  is  not  the  author.  He  would  never  have  bestowed 
any  gift,  that  should  lead  us  away  from  himself.  It  is  an  ignorant 
conceit,  that  inquiry  into  nature  should  make  men  atheistic.  No 
man  is  so  apt  to  see  the  Star  of  Christ,  as  a  diligent  disciple  of  phi- 
losophy. 

Doubtless  this  light  was  visible  unto  more ;  only  they  followed  it, 
which  knew  it  had  more  than  nature.  He  is  truly  wise,  that  is  wise 
for  his  own  soul.  If  these  Wise. Men  had  been  acquainted  with  all 
the  other  stars  of  heaven,  and  had  not  seen  the  Star  of  Christ,  tliey 
had  had  but  light  enough  to  lead  them  into  utter  darkness.  Philo- 
sojrfiy,  witliout  this  star,  is  but  the  wisp  of  error. 

These  Sages  were  in  a  mean,  between  the  angels  and*  the  shep- 
herds\  God  \vould,  in  all  the  ranks  of  intelligent  creatures,  have 
some  to  be  witnesses  of  his  Son. 

The  angels  direct  the  sliepherds;  the  Star'guides  the  Sages:  the 
duller  capacity  hath  the^more  clear  and  powerful  lielps.  The  wis- 
dom of  our  good  God  proportions  the  means,  unto  the  disposition 
of  the  persons. 

Their  astronomy  had  taught  them  this  Star  was  not  ordinary, 
whether  in  sight,  or  in  brightness,  or  in  motion.  The  eyes  of  na- 
ture might  well  see,  jthat  some  strange  news  was  portended  to  the 
world  by  it;  but  that  .this  Star  designed  the  birth  of  the  Messiah, 
there  needed  yet  another  light.  If  the  Star  had  not  besides  had  the 
commentary  of  a  revelation  from  God,  it  could  have  led  the  Wise 
Men  only  into  a  fruitless  wonder.  Give  them  to  be  the'oflfepring  of 
Balaam,  yet  the  true  prediction  of  that  false  prophet  was  not 
enough  warrant.   IJF  he  told  thorn  the  Messiah  should  arise  as  a  Star. 

VOL.  II.  "  p 
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out  of  Jacob  y  he  did  not  teU'  them  that  a  Star  should  arise  far  fitrm 
the  posterity  of  Jacob ,  at  the  birth  of  the  Messiah.  He,  that  did 
put  that  prophecy  into  the  mouth  of  Balaam,  did  also  put  this  iltuw 
tnination  into  the  heart  of  the  Sages.  The  Spirit  of  God- is  free  tQ 
breathe,  where  he  listeth :  jnany  shall  comefro^n  the  east  and  the 
west  to  seek  Christ,  when  the  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  shut 
out.  Even  then,  God  did  not  so  confine  his  election  to  the  ]>ale  of 
the  Cliarch,  as  that  he  did  not  sometimes  look:,  out  for  special  iii« 
struments  of  his  glory. 

Whither  do  these  Sa^es  come,  but  to  Jerusalem  ?  Where  should 
they  hope  to  hear  df  tne  new  king,  but  in  the  mother  city  of  the 
kingdom  ?  The  conduct  6i  the  Star  was  Brst  only  general  to  Judea: 
the  rest  is,  for  a  time,  left  to  inquiry.  They  were  not  brought  thi- 
ther for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  Jewry^s,  fpr  the  world's ;  that  they 
might  help  to  make  the  Jews  inexcusable,  and  the  world  faithful. 
That  their  tongues  therefore  might  blazon  the  birth  of  Christ,,  they 
are  brought  to  the  head  city  of  Judea,  to  report  and  inquire. 

Their  wisdom  coUld  not  teach  Jthem  to  imagine,  that  a  King 
could  be  born  to  Judea,  of  that  note  and  magnihcence,  that  a  Star 
firom  heaven  should  publish  him  to  the  earth,  and  that  his  subjects 
should  not  know  it ;  and  therefore,  as  presupposing  a  common  no- 
tice, they  say.  Whereas  he,  that  is  bom  King  of  the  Jews  ?  There  is 
(uuch  deceit  in  probabilities ;  especially  when  \ve  meddle  with  s^i* 
ritual  matters  :  for  God  uses  still  to  go  a  way  by  himself. 

If  we  jud^c  according  to  reason  and  appearance,  who  are  so 
likely  to  understand  heavenly  truths,  as  the  profound  doctors  of  the 
world  ?  These  God  passes  over,  and  reveals  his  will  to  babes.  Had 
these  Sages  met  with  the  shepherds  of  the  villages  near  Bethlehem, 
they  haa  received  that  intelligence  of  Christ,  which  they  did  vainly 
seek  from  the  learned  scribes  of  Jerusalem.  The  greatest  clerks 
are  not  always  the  wisest  in  the  affairs  of  God.  These  things  go 
not  by  discourse,  but  by  revelation. 

No  sooner  hath  tlie  Star  brought  tlicm  within  the  noise  of  Jerusa* 
lem,  than  it  is  vanished  out  of  sight.  God  would  have  their  eyes 
lead  them  so  far,  as  till  thep:  tongues  might  be  set  on  work,  to  win 
the  vocal  attestation  of  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  to  the  fore*ap- 
pointed  place  of  our  Saviour^s  nativity.  If  the  Star  had  carried 
them  directly  to  Bethlehem^  the  learned  Jews  had  never  searched 
the  truth  of  those  prophecies,  wherewith  they  are  iince  jus^y  con- 
vinced. God  never  withdraws  our  help3,  but  for  a  furtlier  advan- 
tage. However  our  hopes  seem  crossed,  where  his  Name  may 
gain,  we  cannot  complain  of  loss. 

Little  did  tlie  Sages  think  this  question  would  have  troubled  He* 
rod.  They  had,  I  fear,  concealed  then:  message,  if  they  had  sus^ 
pected  this  event.  Sure,  they  thought,  it  might  be  some  Son-  or 
^ra,ndchild  of  him,  which  then  held  the  throne;  so  as  tliis  might  wui 
iavour  from  Herod,  rather  than  an  unwelcome  f^ar  of  rivalry. 
Doubtless,  tliey  went  first  to  the  court :  where  else,  should  they  as*^ 
for  a  king  ? 

The  more  pleasing  this  news  had  been,  if  it  had  fallen  upgn  Her 
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rod's  own  lotm,  the  more  grierous^  it  was  to  light  upon  a  stranger. 
If  Herod  had  not  OTernmch  affected  greatness,  he  had  not,  upon 
those  indirect  terms,  aspired  to  the  crown  of  Jewry  :  so  much  the 
more  therefore  did  it  trouble  him,  to  hear  the  rumour  of  a  successor ; 
tad  that^  not  of  his  own.  Settled  greatness  cannot  abide  either 
change  or  partnership. 

If  any  oi  his  subjects  had  moved  this  question,  I  fear  his  head  had 
answered  it :  it  is  weQ,  that  the  name  of  foreigners  could  excuse 
these  Sa^es.  * 

Herod  could  not  be  brought  up  among  the  Jews,  and  not  have 
heard  many  and  confident  reports  of  a  Messiah,  that  should  ere  long 
arise  out  of  Israel ;  and  now,  when  he  hears  the  fame  of  a  King 
bom,  whom  a  star  from  heaven  signifies  and  attends,  he  is  nettled 
with  the  news.  Every  thing  affrights  the  euilty.  Usurpation  is 
full  of  jealousies  and  fear ;  no  less  full  of  projects  and  imaginations : 
it  makes  us  think  every  bush  a  man,  and  every  man  a  thief. 

Why  art  thou  troubled,  O  Herod  ?  A  Kin?  is  bom ;  but  such  a. 
King,  as  whose  sceptre  may  ever  concur  with  lawful  sovereignty ; 
yea  such  a  King,  as  by  whom  kings  do  hold  their  sceptres,  not  Ibse 
them.  If  the  wise  men  tell  thee  of  a  King,  the  Star  tells  thee  he  is 
heavenly.  Here  is  good  cause  of  security;  none,  of  fear.  The 
mo6t  general  enmities  and  oppositions  to  good  arise  from  mistakings. 
If  men  could  but  know,  how  much  safety  and  sweetness  there  is  in 
all  divine  truth,  it  could  receive  nothing  from  them,  but  welcomes 
and  gratulations.  Misconcdts  have  been  still  guilty  of  all  wrongs 
and  persecutions. 

But  if  Herod  were  troubled,  (as  tyranny  is  still  suspicious,)  why 
was  all  Jerusalem  troubled  with  him:  Jerusalem,  which  now  might 
hope  for  a  relaxation  of  her  bonds,  forarecovery  of  her  liberty  and 
right  ?  Jerusalem,  which  now  only  had  cause  to  lift  up  her  droop- 
ing head,  in  the  joy  and  happiness  of  a  Redeemer  ?  Yet  not  Herpd's 
court,  but  even  Jerusalem  was  troubled.  So  had  this  miserable 
tity  been  overtoiled  with  change,  that,  now  they  were  settled  in  a 
condition  quietly  evil,  they  are  troubled  with  the  news  of  better. 
They  had  now  got  a  hahit  of  servility  ;  and  now  they  are  so  ac- 
quainted with  the  yoke,  that  the  very  noise  of  liberty,  which  they 
supposed  would  not  come  with  ease,  began  to  be  unwelcome.  To 
turn  the  causes  of  joy  into  sorrow  argues  extreme  dejectedncss,  and 
a  distemper  of  judgment  no  less  than  desperate. 

Fear  puts  on  a  visor  of  devotion.  Herod  calls  his  learned  coun- 
cil ;  ana,  as  not  doubting  whether  the  Messiah  should  be  born,  he 
asks  where  he  shall  be  born.  In  the  disparition  of  that  other  light, 
there  is  a  perpetually  fixed  star  shininj^  in  the  writings  of  the  pro- 

1>hets,  that  guides  the  chief  priests  ana  scribes  directly  unto  Beth- 
ehem.  As  yet,  envy  and  prejudice  had  not  blinded  the  eyes  and 
perverted  the  hearts  of  the  Jewish  teachers :  so  as  now  they  clearly 
^stify  that  Christ,  ^whom  they  afterwards  condemn ;  and,  by  thus 
justifying  him,  condemn  themselves  in  rejecting  him.  •  The  water 
that  IS  untroubled  yields  the  visage  perfectly.  If  God  had  no  more 
witness  but  from  his  eticmies,  we  have  ground  enough  of  our  faith. 
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Herod  feared,  ^but  dissembled  his  fear  ^  as  thinking  it  a  shames 
that  strangers  should  see  there  could  any  power  arise  under  him 
worthy  or  his  respect  or  awe.  Out  of  an  unwillingness^  therefore, 
to  discover  the  impotency  of  his  passion,  he  makes  little  ado  of  the 
matter ;  but  only,  after  a  privy  inquisition  into  the  time,  employs 
the  informers  in  the  search  of  the  person;  Go  and  search  diligently 
^  for  the  babe,  8(c,  It  was  no  great  journey  from  Jei*usalem  to  Beth- 
lehem. How  easily  might  Herod's  cruelty  have  secretly  suborned 
some  of  his  bloody  courtiers  to  this  inquiry  and  execution  1  If 
God  liad  not  meant  to  mock  him  before  he  found  himself  mocked 
of  the  Wise  Men,  he  had  rather  sent  before  their  journey,  than 
after  their  disappointment;  but  that  God,  in  whose  hands  all  hearts 
are,  did  purposely  besot  him>  that  he  might  not  find  the  way  to  so 
horrible  a  mischief. 

There  is  no  villainy  so  great,  but  it  will  mask  itself  under  a  shew 
of  piety.  Herod  will  also  worship  the  Babe.  The  courtesy  of  a 
false  tyrant  is  death.  A  crafty  hypocrite  never,  means  so  ill,  as 
when  he  speaketh  fairest. 

The  Wise  Men  are  upon  their  way,  full  of  expectatiozi,  full  of 

desire.     I  see  no  man,  either  of  the  city  or  court,  to  accompany 

them.   Whether  distrust  or  fear  hindered  them,  I  inquire  not:  but 

of  so  many  thousand  Jews,  no  one  stirs  his  fqot,  to  see  that  King  of 

i  theirs,  which  strangers  came  so  far  to  visit. 

Yet  were  not  these  resolute  Sages  discouraged  with  this  solitari- 
ness and  small  respect,  nor  drawn  to  repent  of  their  journey ;  as 
thinking,  "  Wl^at  do  we  come  so  far,  to  honour  a  King,  whom  no 
man  will  acknowledge  ?  What  mean  we  to  travel  so  many  hundred 
miles,  to  see  that,  which  the  inhabitants  will  not  look  out  to  behold?" 
but  cheerfully  renew  their  journey  to  that  place,  which  the  ancient 
light  of  prcrphecy  had  designed.  . 

And  now,  behold,  God  encourages  their  holy  forwardness  from 
heaven,  by  sending  them  their  nrst  guide ;  as.  if  he  had  said, 
**  What  need  ye  care  for  the  neglect  ot men,  when  ye  see  heaven 
honours  the  king  whom  ye  seek  ?"  What  joy  these  Sages  conceived, 
when  their  eyes  first  beheld  tlae  re -appearance  of  that  happy  Star, 
they,  only  can  tell, that,  after  a  h>ng  and  sad  night  of  temptation,  have 
seen  the  loving  countenance  of  God  shining  lorth  upon  tlieir  souls. 
1(1  with  obedience  and  courage,  we  cao  follow  the  calhng  of  God 
in  difficult  enterprises,  we  shall  not  want  supplies  of  comtort.  Let 
not  us  be  wanting  to  God;  we  shall  be  sure  ne  cannot  be  wanting 
to  us. 

He,  that  led  Israel  by  a  pillar  of  fire  into  the  Land  of  Promise, 
leads  the  Wise  Men  by  a  star  to  the  Promised  Seed.  All  his  direc- 
tions paitake  of  that  light,  which  is  in  him:  for  God  is  light. 

This  Star  move.^  both  slowly  and  low ;  as  ratight  be  fittest  for  the 
pace,  for  the  purpose,  of  these  pilgrims.  It  is  the  goodness  of 
God,  that,  in  those  means  wherein  we  cannot  reach  hiui,  he  de- 
scends unto  us.  I 

Surely,  when  the  Wise  Men  saw  the  Star  stand  still,  they  looked 
^bout:  to  see  what  pakce  there  might  be  ne^r  unto  that  station  fit 
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for  the  birth  of  a  King ;  neither  could  they  think  that  sorry  slied 
\iras  it,  which  the  Star  meant  to  point  out ;  but,  finding  their  guider 
settled  over  that  base  roof,  they  go  in  to  see  what  guest  it  held. 
They  enter,  and,  O  God,  what  a  King  do  they  fina  !  how  poor ! 
Iiow  contemptible !  wrapt  in  clouts,  laid  in  straw,  cradled  in  the 
iTMmger,  attended  with  beasts !  what  a  sight  was  this,  after  all  the 
glorious  promises  of  that  star,  after  the  predictions  of  prophets, 
after  the  magnificence  of  their  expectation  ! 

All  their  way  afforded  nothing  so  despicable,  as  that  Babe,  whom 
they  came  to  worship.  But,  as  those  which  could  not  have  been 
Wise  Men  unless  they  had  known  that  the  greatest  glories  have 
arisen  fi-om  meiin  beginings,  they  fall  down  and  worship  that  Hid- 
den Majesty.  This  baseness  hath  bred  wonder  in  them,  not  con-' 
tempt.  They  well  knew  the  Star  could- not  lie.  They,  which  saw 
his  Star  afar  off  in  the  East,  when  he  lay  swaddled  in  Bethlehem,  do 
^kso  see  his  royalty  further  off,  in  the  despised  estate  of  his  infancy ; 
a  royalty  more  than  human.  They  well  knew,  that  stars  did  not 
use  to  attend  earthly  kings;  and  if  their  aim  had  not  been  higher, 
what  was  a  Jewish  King  to  Persian  strangers  ?  Answerable,  there- 
fore, hereunto  was  their  adoration. 

Neither  did  they  lift  up  empty  hands  to  him,  whom  they  wor- 
shipped ;  but  presented  him  with  the  most  precious  com modfi  ties  of 
their  country,  gold^  incense^  myrrh;  not  as  thinking  to  enrich  him 
-with  these,  but  by  way  of  homage  acknowledging  him  the  Lord  of 
these.  If  these  Sages  had  been  kings,  and  had  offered  a  princely 
weight  of  gold,  the  iJlessed  Virgin  had  not  needed,  in  her  purifica- 
tion, to  have  offered ttvo  young  pigeons,  as  the  sign  of  her  penury. 
As  God  loves  not  empty  hands,  so  he  measures  fulness  by  the  affec- 
tion. Let  it  be  gola,  or  incense,  or  myrrh,  that  we  offer  him,  it 
c^annot  but  please  him,  who  doth  not  use  to  ask.  how  much,  but  how 
good.  Matthew  it. 
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THXRE'eould  be  no  impurity  in  the  Son  of  God  t  and  if  th6  best 
substance,  of  a  pure  virgin  carried  in  it  any  taint  of  Adam,  that  was 
scoured  away  by  sanctification  in  the  womb ;  and  yet,  the  son 
would  be  circumcised,  and  the  mother  purified.  He,  that  came  to 
be  sin  forus,  would  in  our  persons  be  legally  unclean ;  that,  by  sa^ 
Usfjing  the  law,  he  might  take  away  our  uncleanness.  Though  he 
were  exempted  fwjm  the  common  condition  of  oui;  birth,  yet  he 
would  not  deliver  himself  firomthosfe  ordinary  rites,  that  implied  the 
weakness  ai^d  blemishes  of  humanity.  He  would  fulfil  one  law,  to' 
sd>roeate  it ;  another,  to  satisfy  it.  He,  that  was  above  the  law,  / 
woum  come  under  the  law,  to  free  us  from  the  law.  Not  a  day 
wcmld  be  changed ;  either  in  the  circumcision  of  Christ,  or  the  pu- 
rification of  Mary, 

Here  was  neither  convenience  of  place,  nor  of  necessaries,  f6r  so 
painful  a  work,  in  the  stable  of  Bethlehem ;  yet  he,  that  made  and 
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gave  the  law,  will  rather  keep  it  with  difficulty,  than  tnmsgress  it 
with  ease. 

Why  wouldst  thou,  O  Blessed  Saviour,  suflFer  that  wcred  fore- 
skin to  be  cut  off,  but  that,  by  the  power  of  thy  circumciekm,  the 
same  might  be  done  to  our  souls,  that  was  done  to  thy  body  ?  We 
cannot  betherefore  thine,  if  our  hearts  be  ancircumcised.  X>otliou 
that  in  us,  which  was  done  to  thee  for  us ;  cut  off  the  superfluity  of 
our  nlaliciousness,  that  we  may  be  holy  in  and  by  thee^  viFhieh  for  ua 
wert  content  to  be  legally  impure. 

There  was  shame  in  thy  birth  ^  there  was  pain  in  thy  circumci^ 
sion.  After  a  contemptible  welcome  into  the  wcorld,  tuat  a  sharp 
razor  should  pass  through  thy  skin  for  oursakes,  (which  can  hardly 
endure  to  bleed  for  our  own,]  it  was  the  praise  of  thy  wonderful 
mercy,  in  so  early  humiliation.  What  pain  or  contdnpt  shoxild  we 
refuse  for  thee,  that  hast  made  no  spare  of  thyself  ibr  us} 

Now  is  Bethlehem  left  with  too  much  honour.  *  There  is  Christ 
born,  adored,  circumcised. 

No  sooner  is  the  Blessed  Virgin  either  able  or  allowed  to  walk^ 
than  she  travels  to  Jerusalem  ;  to  perform  her  holy  rites  for  heneiF, 
for  her  Son  ;  to  purify  herself,  to  present  her  Son,  She  goes  not 
to  her  own  house  at  Nazareth;  she  goes  to  God's  house  at  Jerusa- 
lem. If  purifying  were  a  shadow,  yet  thanksgiving  is  a  substance. 
Those  whonii  God  hath  blessed  with  fruit  of  body  and  safety  of  de<« 
liverance,  if  they  make  not  their  first  journey  to  the  temple  of 
God,  they  partake  more  of  the  unthankfulness  of  Eve  than  Mary's 
devotion. 

Her  forty  days  therefore  were  no  sooner  out,  than  Mary  conies 
up  to  the  holy  city.    The  rumour  of  a  new  king  bom  at  BetUehem 
was  yet  fresh  at  Jerusalem,  since  the  report  of  the  Wise  Men ;  and 
what  good  news  had  this  been  for  any  pickthank  to  carry  to  the 
court  r  **  Here  is  the  Babe,  whom  the  Star  signified,  miom  the 
Sages  inquired  for,  whom  the  angels  proclaimed,  whom  the  shep« 
herds  talked  of,  whom  the  scribes  ana  high  priests  notified,  whom 
Herod  seeks  after.*'  ^  Yet,  unto  that  Jerusalem  which  was  troubled 
at  the  report  of  his  birth  is  Christ  come,  and  all  tongues  are  so 
locked  up,  that  he,  which  sent  from  Jerusalem  to  Betblebem  to 
seek  him,  finds  him  not,  who,  as  to  countermine  Herod,  is  come 
^  from  Bethlehem  to  Jerusalem.    Dangers,  ^at  are  aloof  off  and  but 
possible,  may  not  hinder  us  from  the  duty  of  our  devotion.    God 
saw  it  not  yet  time,  to  let  loose  the  fury  oi  his  adversaries ;  whom 
he  holds  up  like  some  eager  mastiffs,  at^d  then  only  lets  go,  whsa 
they  shall  most  shame  themselves  and  glorify  him. 

Well  might  the  Blessed  Virgin  have  wranglcxl  with  the  law,  and 
challenged  an  immunity  froth  all  ceremonies  of  purification.  '^  What 
should  I  need  purging,  which  did  not  conceive  in  sin?  This  is  fo' 
those  mothers,  whose  births  are  unclean :  mine  is  from  God,  vbich  . 
is  purity  itself.  The  law  of  Moses  reaches  only  to  those  woiaea^ 
which  nave  conceived  seed :  I  conceived  not  this  seed,  but  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  me.  The  law  extends  to  the  mothers  of  these  sons, 
which  are  under  tlie  law :  mine  is  above  it.''    Buf,  aa  one  that' 
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eared  more  for  her  peace  than  her  privilege^  and  toorfe  desired  to 
be  free  from  offence  than  from  labour  and  charge^  she  dutifiiUy 
fblfils  the  law  of  that  God,  whom  she  carried  in  ner  womb  and  in 
her  arms ;  like  the  Mother  of  Plim,  who,  though  he  knew  the  chil- 
dren of  the  kingdom  free,  yet  would  pay  tribute  unto  Csesar; 
fike  the  Mother  of  Him,  whom  it  behoved  to  fulfil  all  righteous* 
fiess.  And  if  she  were  so  officious  in  ceremonies,  as  not  to  admit 
rf  any  e:!tcuse  in  the  very  circumstance  of  her  obedience,  how 
much  more  strict  was  she  in  the  main  duties  of  morality !  That 
soul  is  fit  for  the  spiritual  conception  of  Christ,  that  is  conscionably 
scrupulous,  in  observing  all  Grod^s  commandments;  whereas,  be 
hates  all  alliance  to  a  negligent  or  froward  heart. 

The  law  of  purification  proclaims  our  uncleanness.  The  mother 
is  not  allowed,  after  her  childbirth,  to  come  unto  the  sanctuary , 
or  to  touch  any  hallowed  thing,  till  her  set  time  be  expired.  What 
are  we,  whose  very  birth  infects  the  mother  that  bears  us  ? 

At  last,  she  comes  to  the  temple ;  but  with  sacrifices;  either  a 
lamb  and  a  pigeon,  or  turtle,  or,  in  the  meaner  estate,  two  turde* 
doTes,  or  young  pigeons :  whereof,  one  is  for  a  bumtoflering, 
the  other  for  a  sinoitering ;  the  one  for  thanksgiving,  the  other 
for  expiation :  for  expiation  of  a  double  sin ;  of  the  mother  that 
conceived,  of  the  child  that  Was  conceived. 

We  are  all  born  sinners ;  and  it  is  a  jiist  question,  whether  we 
do  more  infect  the  world,  or  the -world  us.  They  are  gross  flat- 
ferers  of  nature,  that  tell  her  she  is  clean.  If  our  hvtes  had  no  sin, 
we  bring  enough  with  us.  The  very  infant,  that  lives  not  to  sin 
as  Adam,  yet  he  sinned  in  Adam,  and  is  sinful  in  himself. 

But,  oh  the  unspeakable  mercy  of  our  God !  we  provide  the 
ain ;  he  provides  the  remedy.  Behold  an  expiation,  well  near  as 
early  as  our  sin  ;  the  blood  of  a  young  lamb  or  dove,  yea  rather, 
the  blood  of  Him,  whose  innocence  was  represented  by  both, 
cleanseth  us  presently  firom  our  filthihess. 

•  First,  went  circumcision ;  then,  came  the  sacrifice ;  that  by  two 
holy  acts,  that,  which  was  naturally  unholy,  might  be  hallowed 
»nto  God.  Undet  the  Gospel,  our  baptism  hath  the  force  of  both : 
it  does  away  our  corruption,  by  the  water  of  the  Spirit ;  it  applies 
to  us.  the  sacrifice  of  Christ's  blood,  whereby  we  are  cleansed. 
Oh,  that  we  could  magnify  this  goodness  of  our  God,  which  hath 
not  left  ont  very  infancy  without  redress ;  but  hath  provided  helps,  ' 
whereby  we  may  be  delivered  from  the' danger  of  our  hereditary 
evils. 

Such  is  the  favourable  respfect  of  out:  wise  God,  that  he  would 
not  have  us  uikIq  ourselves  with  devotion.  The  service  he  requires 
of  us  i^  irtiled  by  our  abilities.  Every  poor  mother  was  not  able  to 
bring  a  liimb  for  her  oflPering :  there  was  no  one  so  poor,  but  might 
procure  il  paii-  of  turtles  or  pigeons.  These  doth  God  both  pre- 
^ribe  and  accept  from  poorer  hands,  no  less  than  the  beasts  of  a 
thousand  mountains.  He  looks  for  somewhat  of  every  one,  not  of 
every  one  alike.  Since  it  is  he,  that  makes  differences  of  abilities, 
to  whom  it  were  as  easy  to  make  all  rich,  his  mercy  will  make  no 
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difference  in  the  acceptation.  The  truth,  and  heartiness,  of  obe-> 
dience  i$  that,  which  he  will  crown  in  his  meanest  servants.  A 
mite  from  the  poor  widow  is  more  worth  to  him,  than  the  talents 
of  the  wealthy. 

After  all  the  presents  of  those  eastern  worshippers,  wJio  intended 
rather  homage  than  ditation,  the  Blessed  Virgin  comes  in  the*  form 
of  poverty,  with  lier  two  doves  unto  God.  She  could  not  withoiUi 
some  charge  lie  all  this  while  at  Bethlehem  ;  she  could  not  without 
charge  travel  from  Bethlehem  to  Jerusalem.  Her  oilering  cpii- 
fesseth  her  penury.  The  best  are  not  ever  the  wealthiest.  Who 
can  despise  any  one  for  want,  when  the  mother  of  C^hrist  was  not 
rich  enough,  to  bring  a  lamb  for  her  purification  r  We  may  be  as 
happy  in  russet,  as  in  tissue, 

While  the  Blessed  Virgin  brought  her  Son  into  the  temple  with 
that  pair  of  doves,  here  were  more  jioves  than  a  pair.  They^  for 
vvliose  sake  that  offering  was  brought,  were  more  doves,  th^  the 
doves,  that  were  brought  for  that  offering.  Her  Son,  for  whom 
she  brought  that  dove  to  be  sacrificed,  was  that  sacrifice,  which 
tlie  dove  represented.  There  was  nothing  in  him,  but  perfection 
of  innocence  ;  and  the  oblation  of  him  is  that,  whereby  ail  mothers  * 
and  sons  are  fully  purified.  Since  in  ourselves  we  capiiot  be  inno^ 
cent,  happy  are  we,  if  we  can  have  the  Spotless  Dove  sacrificed 
for  us,  to  make  us  innocent,  in  him. 

The  Blessed  Virgin  bad  more  business  in  the  temple  than  her 
own :  she  came,  as  to  purify  herself,  so  to  present  her  Son.  Every 
male,  that  first  opened  the  womb,  was  holy  unto  the  Lord.  He, 
that  was  vjthe  Son  of  God  by  eternal  generation  before  time,  and 
by  miraculous  conception, in  time,  was  also  by  common  course  of 
nature  consecrate  unto  God.  It  is  fit  the  Holy  Mother  should  pre« 
sent  God  with  his  own.  Her  firstborn  was  the.  firstborn  of  all 
creatures.  It  was  he,  whose  temple  it  was  that  he  wa$  presented 
in,  to  whom  all  the  firstborn  of  all  creatures  were  consecrated, 
by  whom  they  were«accepted ;  and  novv  is  he  brought,  in  his  n|0« 
ther's  arms,  to  his  own  house ;  and,  as  man,  is  presented  to  him- 
se)f,  as  God.     If  Mosqs  had  never  written  law  o^  God's  special 

Sropriety  in  the  firstborn,  this  Son  of  God's  Essence  and  Love 
ad  t^en  possession  of  the  temple.  His  right  had  been  a  perfect 
law  to  himself.  Now,  his  obedience  to  that  law  which  himself 
had  given  doth  no  less  call  him  thither,  than  the  challenge  of  his 
pecuuar  interest. 

He,  that  was  the  Lord  of  all  Creatures,  ever  since  he  struck  the 
firstborn  of  the  Egyptians  requires  the  first  male  of  all  creatures, 
both  man  and  beast,  to  be  dedicated  to  hiqi :  wherein  God  caused 
^  miraculous  event  to  second  nature,  which  seems  to  challenge  the, 
first  and  best  for  the  Maker.  By  this  rule,  God  should  have  had 
his  service  done  only  by  the  heirs  of  Israel.  But  si;ice  pod,  for 
the  honour  and  remuneration  of  Levi,  had  chospn  out  t;hat  tribe  to 
minister  unto  him,  now  the  firstborn  of  all  Israel  must  be,  presented 
to  God  as  his  due,  but  by  allowance  redeemed  to  their  parents. 
As  for  beasts,  the  first  male  of  the  clean  beasts  must  be  sacrificc4ii 
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of  unclean,  exchanged  for  a  price.  So  much  morality  is  therein 
this  constitution  of  God,  that  the  best  of  ail  kinds  is  fit  to  be  conr 
9€K:rated  to  the  I^rd  of  AIL  Every  thing  we  have  is  top  good  for 
us,  if  we  think  any  thing  we  have  too  good  for  him. 

How  glorious  aid  the  temple  now  seem,  that  the  Owner  was 
within  the  walls  of  it !  Now  was  the  hour,  and*  guest,  come,  in  re- 
gard whereof  the  Second  Temple  should  durpass  the  First/  This 
was  bis  house  built,  for  him,  dedicated  to  him :  there  bad  be  dwelt 
loDfr  ia  his  spiritual  presence,  in  his  typical.  Th^re  was  nothing 
either  placed  or  done  within  those  walls,  whereby  he  was  not  i:e- 
sembied ;  and  now  the  body  of  those  shadows  is  come,  and  pre- 
sents himself  where  he  had  been  ever  represented.  Jerusalem  is 
now  every  where.  There  is  no  Church,  no  Christian  heart,  which 
is  not  'a  temple  ol  the  living  God.  There  is  no  temple  of  God^ 
irherein  Christ  is  not  presented  to  his  Fftther,  Look  upon  Him,  O 
God,  in  whom  thou  ait  well  pleased;  and^  in  him  md  for  him^ 
be  well  pleased  with  us.  > 

Under  the  Gospel,  we  are  all  firstborn,  all  heirs ;  every  soul  ia 
to  be  holy  unto  the  Lord ;  we  are  a  royal  generation,  a  holy  priesto*  • 
hood.  Our  baptism,  as  it  is  our  circumcision  and  our  sacrifice  of 
purification,  so  is  it  also  our  presentation  unto  God.  Nothing  can 
beeome  us,  but  holiness.  O  God,  to  whom  we  are  devoted,  servo: 
thyself  of  us,  glorify  thyself  by  us,  till  we  shall  by  thee  be  glori- 
fied with  thee;  Z^uke  ii.    - 
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Well  might  these  Wise  Men  have  suspected  Herod's  secresy.  If 
he  had  meant  well,  what  needed  that  whispering  ?  That,  which. 
they  publishe()  in  the  streets,  he. asks  in  his  privy  chamber:  yet 
they,  not  misdoubting  his  intention,  purpose  to  fulfil  his  chai^. 
It  could  not,  in  their  apprehension,  but  be  much  honour  tp  them, 
to  make  their  success  known;  that  now  both  king  and  peopl^ 
mi^ht  see,  it  was  not  fancy  that  led  them,  but  an  assurjeu  reve-^ 
lauon* 

That  God,  which  brought  them  thither,  diverted  them;  and 
Censed  their  eyes  to  shut,  to  guide  them  the  best  way  home.         r 

'These  Sages  made  a  happy  voyage ;  for  now  they  gnew  into  fur-> 
ther  acquaintance,  with  God-  They  are  honoured  with  a  ^cood 
messenger  from  heaven.  They  saw  the  Sur  in  the  way  ;  the  ang^l 
in  their  bed :  the  Star  guided  their  journey  unto  Christ ;  th^  angel 
directed  their  return.  They  saw  th^  Star  by  day ;.  a  virion  by 
night :  God  spake  to  their  eyes  by  the  Star ;  he  spe$iks  to  theit 
heairt  by  a  dream. 

No  doubt,  they  had  left  much  noise  of  Christ  behind  them. 
They,  (that  did  so  publish  his  birth  by  their  inquiry  at  Jerusalem^ 
coukl  not  be  silent  when  they  found  him  at  Bethlehem. 

If  tliey  had  retui'ned  by  Herod,  I  fear  they  had  come  short 
home.  He,  .that  meant  death  to  the  Babe  for  the  name  of  a  King, 
cpuld  mean  no  other  to  those,  that  honoured  and  proclaimed  k 
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new  King,  and  erected  a  throne  besides  his.  They  had  ddne  what 
they  came  for ;  and  naw^^  that  God,  whose  business  they  came 
about,  takes  order,  at  once,  for  his  Son's  safety  and  for  theirs. 
God,  which  is  perf^tion  itsdf,  never  begins  any  business,  but  be 
makes  an  end,  andn^nds  happily.  When  our  ways  are  bis,  there 
k  no  danger  of  miscarriagii. 

Well  did  these  Wise  fJkn  know  the  difference,  as  of  stars,  so  of 
breams:  they  had  learned  to  distinguish  between  the  natural  and 
divine ;  and  once  apprei^ending  God  in  their  sleep,  they  follow  bim 
waking,  and  return  another  way. 

I'hcy  were  no  subjects  to  Herod ;  bis  command  pressed  them  aO 
much  the  less:  or,  if  the  b^ing  withio  his  dominions  had  been  no 
less  bond  than  native  subjection,  yet  where  God  did  counterfnand 
Herod,  there  could  be  no  question  whom  to.  obey.  They  say  not, 
**  We  are  in  a  strange  country ;  Herod  may  meet  with  us  ;  it  can 
W  uo  less  than  death,  to  mock  him  in  his  own  territories  ;*'  but 
cheerfully  put  themselves  upon  the  way,  and  trust  God  with  the 
success,  where  men  command  with  God,  we  must  obey  men  for 
God,  and  God  in  men ;  when  against  him,  the  best  obedience  is 
to  deny  obedience ;  and  to  turn  our  backs  upon  Herod. 

The  Wise  Men  are  safely  arrived  in  the  East ;  and  fiU^the  woiid 
fidl  of  expectation,  as  themselves  are  full  of  wonder. 

Joseph  and  Mary  are  returned  with  the  Babe  to  that  Jerusalem, 
where  the  Wise  Men  had  inquired  for  his  birth.  The  city  was, 
doubtless,  still  full  of  that  rumour ;  and  little  thinks,  that  he,  whom 
tiiey  talk  of,  was  so  near  them. 

From  thence  they  are,  at  least  in  their  way  to  Nazareth,  where 
Aey  purpose  their  abode.  God  prevents  them  by  his  angel ;  and 
aenOH  tliem  for  safety  into  Egypt. 

Josepii  was  not  wont  to  l^  so  full  of  visions.  It  was  not  lou^, 
since  the  an^el  appeared  unto  him,  to  justify  the  intiocency  of  too 
Mother,  ana  the  deity  of  the  Son :  now  he  appears,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  both,  and  a  preservation  by  flight. 

,Coukl  Joseph  now  chuse  but  think,  <<  Is  t^s  the  King,  that  must 
save  Israel,  that  needs  to  be  saved  by  me  ?  If  he  be  the  Son  of 
God,  bow  is  he  subject  to  the  Anolence  of  men  ?  How  is  he  Al- 
mighty, that  must  save  himself  by  flight  f  or  how  must  Ije  fly,  to 
sarvQ  Mmself  out  of  that  land,  which  he  comes  to  save  ?"  But  faith- 
liil  Joseph,  havhi^  been  once  tutored  by  the  angel,  and  having 
Imrd  what  the  Wise  Men  sdid  of  the  star,  what  Simeon  and  Anna 
mid  in  the  temple,  labours  not  so  much  to.  reconcile  his  thoughts, 
as  to  subject  them ;  and,  as  one  that  knew  it  safer  to  suppress 
doubts  than  to  assoil  them,  can  believe  what  he  understanas  notf 
and  can  wonder  where  he  cannot  comprehend. 

Oh  strange  condition  of  the  King  of  all  the  World  !  He  could 
not  be  born  in  a  baser  estate ;  yet  even  this  he  cannot  enjoy  with 
safety.  There  was  no  room  for  him  in  Bethlehem ;  there  will  be 
no  room  for  him  in  Judea.  He  is  no  sooner  come  to  his  mvn,  than 
he  must  fly  from  them :  that  he  may  save  them,  he  must  avoid 
them. 
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Had  it  Qot  been' easy  for  thee,  O  Saviaur,  to  hare  acquit  tln^9el£ 
fnm  Harod  a  thousand  ways  ?  What  could  an  .arm  of  fle$h  Kara 
4oae  Bgaintt  the  God  of  Spirits  ?  What  had  it  been  fcff  thee  to 
liAir^  sent  Herod  five  yeara  soonel-  unto  his  place  ?  what,  to  haire 
C^mnanded  £re  from  neaven  on  those,  that  sliould  have  come  la 
apprehend  thee  ?  or  to  have  bidden  the  earth  to  receive  them  alive^ 
whom  she  meant  to^  swallow  dead  ?  We  sufier  misei^,  because  we 
most ;  thou,  because  thou  wouldst.  The  same  wtU,  that  brought 
thee  firom  heaven  into  earth,  sends  thee  from  Jewry  to  Egypt.  Aa 
thou  wouldst  be  bom  mean  and  misemble,  so  thou  wouldst  live 
sabfect  to  human  vexations ;  that  thou,,  which  hast  taught  us  how 
good  it  is  to  bear  the  yoke  even  in  our  youth,  jooightst  sanctify  to 
us  early  afflictions. 

Or  whether,  O  Father,  since  it  was  the  purpose  of  thy  wisdom 
to  manifest  thy  Son  by  degrees  unto  the  world,  was  it  thy  will^ 
tfius  to  hide  him  for  a  time  under  our  infirmity  I  And  what  other 
IB  our  condition  ?  We^are  no  sooner  born  thine,  than  we  are  par« 
tacuted.  If  the  Church  travail  and  bring  forth  a  male,  she  is  in 
danser  of  the  Dragon's  streams.  What  do  the  members  complain 
of  wejwme  measure,  which  was  offered  to  (he  head}  Both  our 
births  are  accompanied  with  tears. 

Even  of  those,  whose  mature  age  is  full  of  trouble,  yet  the  in**^ 
fiuicy  ii|  commonly  auiet ;  but  here,  life  and  toil  began  together* 

O  Blessed  Virgin  I  even  already  did  the  ^word  be^in  to  pierce 
tfay  soul.  Thou,  winch,  wert  forced  to  bear  thy  Son  m  thy  womb 
£rom  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem^  must  now  bear  him  in  thy  arms  from 
Jewry  into  E^ypt:  yet  coiddst  tliou  not  complain  of  the  way, 
wbibt  thy  JSaviour  was  with  thee.  His  presence  alone  was  able  to 
make  the  stable  a  temple;  Egyptf  a  paradise;  the  way,  more 
pleasing  than  rest.  i 

But  whither  then  i  oh  whither  dost  thou  carry  that  blessed 
burthen,  by  which  thyself  and  the  world  are  upholden  i  To  Egypt, 
ibe  ilattgbter-hovse  of  God^s  people,  tliefumaoeof  Israers  ancient 
aflbction,  the  sink  tif  the  wodd.  Out  of  Egypt  have  I  called  my 
Sm^  saith  God.  That  thou  callodst  thy  Son  out  of  Egypt,  O  God, 
is  no  marvel:  it  fs  a  marvel,  that  thou  calledst  him  into  Egypt; 
bot  dat  we  know  all  earths  are  tUne,  and  all  places  and  men  are 
bbe  figurea  upon  a  table,  such  aa  tby  disposition  makes  them. 

Wbataohanga  is  here?  krael,  the. firstborn  of  God,  flies  out 
af  Effypt  into  the  psomised  land  <^  Judea;  Chhst,  the  firstborn 
of  au  creatures,  fliea  from  Judea  into  Egypt.  Egypt  ia  beeome 
die  sanctuary,  Judea  the  inquositioafhottse,  of  w  Son  of  God. 
He,  that  ia  «very  where  the  same,  makea  all  places  alike  to  his: 
he  makea  the  fiery  furnace  a  gaOeiy  of  pleasure ;  the  lion's  den, 
a  house  of  defence ;  the  whale's  belly,  a  lodging  chamber ;  Egypt, 
a  harbour. 

He  flees,  that  was  able  to  preserve  himself  from  danger ;  to 
teach  us,  how  lawfiilfy  we  may  flee  from  those  dangers,  we  cannol 
aroid  oilbarwiie.  It  ia  a  thankless  fortitude,  to  oflfer  our  throat 
anto  the  knife.  He,  that  came  tQ  die  for  vs,  fled  for  his  own  jMre* 
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servation,  and  hath  bid  us  follow  him ;  When  ihey  persecute  ym 
in  one  city^  flee  into  another.  We  have  but  the  use  of  our  lives, 
and  we  are  bound  to  husband  them,  to  the  best  advantage. of  God 
and  his  Church.  God  hath  made  us,  not  as  butts  to  be  perpetu- 
ally shot  at,  but  as  the  marks  of  rovers,  moveable,  as  the  wind  and 
sun  may  best  serve. 

It  was  warrant  enough  for  Joseph,  and  Mary,  that  God  cooi^- 
mands  tbem  to  flee :  yet  so  familiar  is  God  grown  with  his  approved 
.  servants,  that  he  gives  them  the  reason  of  his  commanded  flight ; 
For  Herod  will  seek  the  young  child ^  to  destroy  him.  What  wicked 
men  will  do,  what  they  would  do,  is  known  unto  God  beforehand. 
He,  that  is  so  infinitely  wise  to  know  the  designs  of  his  ene« 
mies  before  they  are,  could  as  easily  prevent  them,  that  they  might 
liot  be ;  but  he  lets  them  run  on  in  tneir  own  courses,  that  be  may- 
fetch  glory  to  himself  out  of  their  wickedness. 

G^od  Joseph,  having  this  charge  in  the  night,  stays  not  till  the 
morning :  no  sooner  had  God  said  Arise^  than  he  starts  up,  and 
sets  forward.  It  was  not  diffidence,  but  obedience;  that,  did  so 
hasten  his  departure.  The  charge. was  direct,  the  business  impor* 
taut.'  He  dares  not  linger  for  the  light,  but  breaks  his-  rest  for  the 
journey ;  and  taki*ng  'vantage  of  the  dark,  departs  towards  Egypt. 
How  knew  he  this  occasion  would  abide  any  delay  ?  We  cannot 
be  too  speedy,  in  the  execution  of  God's  c<MDpmands ;  we  may  bo 
too  late. 

•  Here  was  no  treasure  to  hide,  no  hangings  to  take  down,  no 
lands  to  secure :  the  poor  carpenter  needs  do  no  mots,  but  lock 
the  doors  and  away.  He  goes  lightly,  that  wants  a  load,  -  If  there 
be  more  pleasure  in  abundance,  there  is  more  security  in  a  meair 
estate.  The  bustard  or  the  ostrich,  when  he  is  pursued,  can  hardly 

fet  upon  his  wings ;  whereas,  the  lark  mounts  with  ease.  The  rich 
ath  not  so  much:  advantage  of  tlio  poor  in  enjoying,  as  the  poor 
hath  of  the  rich  in  leaving. 

Now  is  Jo^ph  come  down  into  Egypt.  Eg^t  wa&  beii<riden' 
to  the  name ;  as  that,  whereto  it  did  owe  no  less,  than,  their  uni- 
versal preservation.  Well  might  it  repay  this  act  of  hospitality  ta 
that  name  and  blood.  .         '        . 

.  The  going  down  into  Egypt  had  not  so  much  difficulty,  as  die 
staying  there.r  Their  absence  from  their  country *wa8r  little  better 
ma  a  banishment.  But  what  was  this,  other  than  to. serve  an 
apprenticeship  iat  the  house  of  bondage  ?  To  be  any  where  save 
at:ii(Nne  was  irksome :  but  to  be  in£^pt  so  nciiiiy  years,  amoog^ 
ickdatrous  Pagans,  must  needs  be  pam£ul  to  xeli^ous.  hearts.  1*^^ 
conunand  of  theiv  God,  and  the  presence  of  <  Christy  makes  amemb 
for  all.  How  tong^ .  should  they  have  thought  it^  to  ;see  the  temple 
pf  God,  if:  they  had  not.had  tiie^God  of  the  temple  .with  them  t 
How  long,  ta  present  their  sacrifices  at  the  altar  of  God,  if  their; 
bad  not  had  him  with  thekn^  which  made  all  sacrifices  accepted^ 
and  which  did  accept  the  sacrifice  of>  their; hearta! ..  *  *  ^     ' 

Herod  was  subtle  in  mocking  the  Wise.  Men^  while  he  promised 
to  worship  him>  whonv  he  meant  to  kill ;  now,  Qod  makes  the  Wise 
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Men  to  mock  him,  in  dkippointing  his  expectation.  It  is  just 
with  God 9  to  punish  those,  which  would  beguile  others  with  illu« 
sion. 

Great  spirits  are  so  much  more  impatient  of  disgrace.  How  did 
Herod  now  rage  and  fret,  and  vainly  wish  to  have  met  with  those 
false  spieS)  and  tell  with  what  torments  he  would  revenge  their 
treachery,  and  curse  himself  for  trusting  strangers  in  so  important 
a  bfisiness! 

The  tyrant*s  suspicion  would  not  let  him  rest  long.     Ere  many 
days,  he  sends  to  inquire  of  them,  whom  he  sent  to  inquire  of 
Christ.     The  notice  of  their  secret  departure  increaseth  his  jea- 
lousy ;  and  now  his  anger  runs  mad,  and  his  fear  proves  desperate. ' 
Jiil  the  infants  of  Betblehem  shall  bleed  for  this  one  ;  and,  that 
he  may  make  sure  vyorky  he  cuts  out  to  himself  large  measures 
both  of  time  and  place.     It  was  but  very  lately,  that  die  Star  ap* 
peared,  that  the  Wise  Men  re-appeared  not.    They  asked  for  him 
that  was  born ;  they  did  not  name  whenhe  was  born.    Herod,  for 
more  security,  overreaches  their  time^  and  fetches  into  the  slaugfa. 
ter  all  the  cmldren  of  two  years'  age.    The  priests  and  scribes  had 
told  him,  the  town  of  BfethJehem  must  be  the  place  of  the  Messiah's 
nativity.     He  fetches  in  all  the  children  of  the  coasts  adjoining ; 
yea,  his  own  shall,  for  the  time,  be  a  Bethlehemite.     A  tyrannous 
guiltiness  never  thinks  itself  safe,  but  ever  seeks  to  assure  itself  in 
the  excess  of  cruelty.     Doubtless,  he,  which  so  privily  inquired 
for  Christ,  did  as  secretly  brew  this  massacre.     The  mothers  were 
set,  with  their  children  on  their  laps,  feeding  them  with  the  breast, 
or  talking  to  them  in  the  familiar  language  of  their  love ;  when, 
suddeoly,  the  executioner  rushes  in,  and  snatches  them  from  their 
arms ;  and,  at  once  pulling  forth  his  commission  and  his  knife, 
^vithout  regard  to  shrieks  or  tears,  murders  the  innocent  babe,  and 
leaves  the  passionate  mother  in  a  mean  between  madness  and  death. 
What  cursing  of  Herod !   What  wringing  of  hands !  ^Vhat  con- 
doling !  What  exclaiming  was  now  in  the  streets  of  Bethlehem ! 

O  bloody  Herod,  that  couldst  sacrifice  so 'many  harmless  lives 
to  thine  ambition !  What  could  those  infants  have  done  ?  If  it 
were  thy  person  whereof  thou  wert  afraid,  what  likelihood  was  it 
thou  couldst  live  till  those  sucklings  might  endanger  thee  ?  This 
news  might  affect  thy  successors :  it  could  not  concern  thee ;  if 
the  heat  of  an  impotent  and  furious  envy  hacl  not  made  thee  thirsty 
of  blood.  It  is  not  long,  that  thou  shalt  enjoy  this  cruelty.  After 
a  few  hateful  years,  thy  soul  shall  feel  the  weight  of  so  many  In- 
nocents, of  so  many  just  curses.  He,  for  whose  sake  thou  kiuedst 
so  many,  shall  strike  thee  with  death ;  and  then  what  woutdst 
thou  have  given,  to  have  been  as  one  of  those  infants  whom  thou 
murderedst  ?  In  the  mean  time,  when  thine  executioners  returned 
and  told  thee  of  their  nnpartial  dispatch,  thou  smiledst  to  think 
how  thou  hadst  defeated  thy  rival,  and  beguiled  the  Star,  and  de- 
luded the  prophecies ;  while  God  in  heaven  and  his  Son  on  earth 
bngh  thee  to  scorn,  and  make  thy  rage  an  occasion  of  further 
glory  tohim,  whom  thou  meantest  to  suppress. 
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He^  that  couU'take  a\vav  the  lives  of  others,  cannot  pfofmcthu 
own.  Herod  it  now  Mftkt  home.  The  coast  is  clear  for  the  return 
of  that  Holy  Family :  now  Go^  calls  them  from  their  exile. 

Cbribt  and  hia  Mother  had  not  stayed  so  long  out  of  the  confines 
of  the  repused  visihle  Church,  but  to  teach  us  continuance  under 
the  cross.  Sometimes^  God  sees  it  good  for  us,  not  to  sip  df  the 
cup  of  afflicliooiy  but  to  make  a  diet-drink  of  it,  ^or  constant  and 
common  use.  If  he  allow  us  no  other  liquor  for  many  years,  we 
must  take  it  oiF  cheerfully,  and  know  that  it  is  but  the  measure  of 
pur  betters. 

.  Joseph  and  Mary  stir  not  witliout  a  command :  their  departine, 
stay,  rcmovfaif  is  ordered  by  the  voice  of  God.  If  Egypt  bad  been 
mote  tedious  unto  them,  they  durst  not  move  their  foot,  tifi  they 
were  bidden.  It  is  good  ^  in  our  own  business,  to  follow  reason  or 
custom;  but  in  Gra'sbusmess,  if  we  have  any  other  guide  but 
himsdtf,  we  pcesunie,  and  cannot  expect  a  blessing. 

Ob  the  wonderfut^dispensation  of  God^  in  concealing  of  bimsetf 
firom  men  I  Christ  was  now  some  five  years  old.  He  bears  himself 
as  an  infant;  and,  knowing  aU  things,  neither  takes  nor  gives  no-^ 
tice  of  ou^it  concerning  ins  repioval  and  disposing,  but  appoints 
that  to  be  done  by  his  angel,  \vhich  the  angel  could  not  have  done 
but  br  him.  Since  he  would  take  our  nature,  he  would  be  a  per^ 
feet  coild ;  suppressingr  the  manifestation  and  exercise  of  that  God'^ 
heaHv  wheveto-that  incant^nature  was  conjoined.  Kven  so,  O  Sa,^ 
vtour^  the  kmmlity  of  thine  infancy  was  answerable  to  that  of  thy 
birth.  The  more  Uiou  hidest  and  abasest  thyself  for  us,  the  more 
should  we  magnify  thee,  the  more  should  we  deject  ourselves  iof 
thee.  Unto  Thee,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  ho- 
nour and  glory ,. now  and  for  ever.     Anieii^        "       Matthew  u\ 
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TO  THE  HONOl'RABLE  GENERAL, 

SIR  EDWARD  CECILU  KNT. 

ALL  HONOUR  AND  HAPPINESS. 
MOST  HONOURED  SIR  : 

J  HE  store  of  a  good  scribe  is^  according  to  our  Saviour ,  both  oti 
mid  new.  I  would,  if  I  durst,  be  ambitious  of  this  only  honour. 
Having,  thn*efore,  drawn  forth  these  not  frivolous  thoughts  out 
of  the  Old  lystavientj  I  fetch  these  following  from  the  New.  God 
is  the  same  in  both ;  as  the  body  differs  iu)t,  with  the  age  of  the 
suit,  with  the  change  of  robes.  The  old  and  new  wine  of  holy 
Truth  came  both  out  of  one  vineyard ;  yet  here  may  wc  safely  say 
to  the  Word  of  his  Father,  as  was  said  to  the  bridegroom  ofCana, 
Thou  has  kept  the  best  wine  till  the  last.  The  authority  of  both  is 
equxdly  sacred :  the  use  admits  no  less  difference,  than  is  betwixt  a 
Saviour  fore^shadowed  and  come.  The  intermission  of  those  mUL 
tary  employments,  which  have  won  you  Just  honour  ^  both  in  foreign 
nations  and  at  home,  is  in  this  only  gainful^  that  it  yields  you  lei^ 
sure  to  these  happy  thoughts,  whicn  shall  more  fuUy  acquaint  you 
with  him,  that  is  at  once  the  God  of  Hosts  and  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
To  the  furtherance  whereof  these  my  poor  labotirs  shall  do  no 
thankless  offices.  In  lieu  of  your  noble  favours  to  me,  both  at 
home  and  where  you  have  vierited  command,  mthing  can  be  re^ 
turned,  but  humSle  acknowledgments,  and  hearty  prayers  for  the 
increase  of  your  honour,  aiid  all  happiness  to  yourself  and  your 
thrice^worthy  and  virtuous  l(idy,  by  him  that  is  deeply  obligea  and 
truly  devoted  to  you  both, 

JOSEPH  HALL- 


CHRIST  AMONG  THE  DOCTORS. 

£v£N  the  spring  shews  us,,  what  we  may  hope  for  of  the  tree,  ia 
SHQuner.  In  his  nonaee,  therefore,  would  our  Saviour  give  us  a  taste 
of  his  foture  proof  ^lest^  if  his  perfection  shquld  have  shewed  it- 
self without  warning  to  the  world,  it  should  liave  been  entejtained 
with  n)ore  wonder  than  belief.  Now,  this  act  of  hii  childhood  shall 
prepare  the  fait^Qf  men^  by  fore«e:^pectatiota. 
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Notwithstanding  all  this  early  demonstration  of  his  divine  ^races^ 
■the  incredulous  Jews  could  afterwards  sav,  Whence  hath  this  tnan 
his  wisdom  and  great  works  ?  What  would  they  have  said,  if  he 
bad  suddenly  leaped  fojrth  into  the  clear  light  of  the  world  ? 

The  sun  would  dazzle  all  eyes,  if  he  should  break  forth,  at  his 

first  rising,  into  his  full  strength :  now  he  hath  both  the  day-star 

to  go  before  him,  and  to  bid  men  look  for  that  glorious  body,  and 

the  lively  colours  of  the  day  to  publish  his  approach,  the  eye  iscom- 

,forted,  not  Jiurt,by  his  appearance. 

The  parents  of  Christ  went  up  yearly  to  Jerusalem,  at  the  feast 
of  the  Passover.  The  la\V  was  only  for  the  males.  I  do  not  find  the 
Blessed  Virgin  bound  to  this  voyage :  the  weaker  sex  received  in- 
dulgence from  God  :  yet  she,  knowing  the  spiritual  profit  of  that 
journey,  takes  pains  voluntarily  to  measure  that  long  way  every 
year.  Piety  regards  not  any  distinction  of  sexes  or  degrees ;  nei- 
ther yet  doth  God's  acceptation  :  rather  doth  it  please  the  mercy 
of  the  Highest  more  to  reward  that  service,  which,  though  he  like 
in  all,  yet,  out  of  favour,  he  will  not  impose  upon  all.  It  could  not 
bie,  but  that  she,  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  oversnadowed,  should  be 
zealous  of  God's  service.  Those,  that  will  go  no  further  than  they 
are  dragged  in  their  religious  exercises,  are  no  whit  of  kin  to  her, 
whom  all  generations  shall  call  blessed,, 

Tiie  child  Jesus,  in  the  minority  of  his  age,  went  up  with  his 

{)arents  to  the  holy  solemnity  ;  not  this  year  only,  but,  in  all  like- 
ihood,  others  also.  He,  in  the  power  of  whose  Godhead  and  by 
the  motion  of  whose  Spirit  all  others  ascended  thither,  would  not 
himself  scay  at  home.  In  all  his  examples  he  meant  our  instruction. 
This4>ious  act  of  his  nonage  intended  to  lead  our  first  years  into 
timely  duvotion.  The  first  liquor  seasons  the  vessel,  for  a  long  time 
after.  It  is  every  way  good  for  a  man  to  bear  God's  yoke,  even 
from  his  infancy.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  DevU,  to  discourage  early, 
holiness.  He,  that  goes  out  betimes  in  the  morning,  is  more  like 
to  dispatch  his  journey >  than  he,  that  lingers  till  tlieday  be  spent. 
This  Blessed  Family  canie  not  to  look  at  the  feast,  and  be  gone ; 
but  they  duly  stayed  out  all  the  appointed  days  of  unleaven^d 
bread.  They  and  the  rest  of  Israel  could  npt  want  household  busi- 
ness at  home.  Those  secular  aflkirs  could  not  either  keep  them 
from  repairing  to  Jerusalem,  or  send  them  away  immaturely. 
Worldly  cares  must  give  place  to  the  sacred.  Except  we  will  de- 

Eart  unblest,  we  must  atten'd  God's  services,  till  we  may  receive 
is  dismission. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  those  times  and  places,  tliat  they  went  up, 
and  so  returned,  by  troops,  to  those  set  meetings  of  their  holy  fes- 
tivals. The  whole  parish  of  Nazareth  went  and  came  together. 
Good  fellowship  doth  no  way  so  well,  as  in  the  passage  to  heaven. 
Much  comfort  is  added  by  society  to  that  journe)',  which  is  of  itself 

Jleasant.  It  is  a  happy  word,  CmnCy  let  us  go  up  to  the  hmtse  of  the 
\ord.  Mutual  encouragement  is  none  of  the  least  benefits  of  our 
holy  assemblies.  Many  sticks  laid  together  rtiak^a  good  fire,  whicb, 
if  they  lie  single,  lose'  both  their  light  and  heat. 
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^  The  feast  ended,  what  should  they  do,  but  retutn  to  Nazareth  ?  * 
God^s  services  may  not  be  so  attendcciy  as  that  we  should  neglect; 
our  particular  callings.  Himself  calls  us  from  his  own  house  tO; 
ours ;  and  takes  pleasure  to  see  a  painful  cliejat.  They  are  foully 
mistaken,  that  think  God  cares  for  no  other  trade,  but  devotion^. 
Piety  and  diligence  must  i^eep  meet  changes  with  each  othef*  Nei- 
ther doth  Godless  accept  of  qur  return  to  Nazaretli,  than  our  going 
up  to  Jerusalem. 

I  cannot  think,  that  the  Blessed  Virgin  or  good  Joseph  could  be 
so  negligent  of  their  Diviiie  Charge,  as  not  to  call  the  child  Jeaus^. 
to  their  setting  forth  from  Jerusalem.  But  their. b;ack  ^a»  na 
sooner  turned  upon  the  temple^  than  hjis  face  was  towards  it.  He 
liad  business  in  ttiat  place,  when  theirs  was  ended :  there  he  was 
both  worshipped  and  represented.  He,  in  whom  the  Godhead 
dwelt'bodil^,  could  do  nothing  without  God ;  his  true  Father  led 
bim  away  from  his  supposed.  Sometimes  the  i^ffairs  of  our  ordi- 
Dary  vocation  may  not  grudge  to  yield  unto  apiritiial  occasiions. 

The  parents  of  Christ  knew  him  well  to  be  of  a  disposition  not 
strange,  nor  sullen  and  stoical,  but  sweet  and  sociable  ;  .and  theife- 
fore  they  supposed  he  had  spent  the  time  and  the  way,  in  company, 
of  their  friends  and  neiehbours.  They  do  not  suspect  him  wander* 
cd  into  the  solitary  fields ;  but  when  evening  came,  they  go  to  ^eek 
him  among  their  kinsfolk  and  acquaintance.  If  he  had  not  wout^ 
to  convense  formerly  with  Xhem,  he  had  not  now  been  nought 
amongst  them.  Neither  as  God  nor  man  doth  he  take  pleasure,  in 
a  stern  froward  austerity  and  wild^retireduess;  butt  in  &  mild  affan 
bleness  and  amiable  conversation. 

3ut,  O  Blessed  Virgin,  who  can  express  the  sorrows  of  thy  per- 
plexed sdul,  when  all  that  evening  search  ^ould  afford  tliee  nm 
news  of  thy  son  Jesus  r  Was  not  tnis  one  of  those  swords  of  Si- 
vueon,  which  should  pierce  through  thy  tender  breast  ?  How  didst 
thou  chide  thy  credulous  neglect,  in  not  observing  so  precious  a 
charge ;  and  blame  thine  eyes,  for  once  looking  beside  this  object 
of  thy  love !  How  didst  thou,  with  thy  care&il  husband,  spend 
that  restless  nighty  in  mutual  expostulations  and  bemoanings  of 
your  loss !  How  many  suspicious  luoaginat ions. did  that  while  rack  ' 
th^  grieved  spirit  I  Pei^haps,  thou  mightcst  doubt,  lest  they,  which 
laid  wait  for  bim  by  Herod^s  command  at  his  birth,  had  now,  by  the 
secret  instigation  of  Archelaus,  surprised  him  in  his  childhood  ;  or, 
it  may  be,  thoiji  thaughtest  thy  Divine  Son  had  now  withdrawn 
himself  from  the  earth,  and  returned  to  his  heavenly  glory,  with-* 
out  warning :  or,  peradvonture,  thou  studiedst  with  tliyself,  whe- 
ther any  carelessness  on  thy  behalf  had  not  given  occasion  to  thj^ 
absence, 

O  dear  Saviour,  who  can  miss,  and  not  mourn  for  thee  ?  Never 
any  soul  conceived  thc^  by  faitb^  that  was  less  afflicted  with  the 
sense  of  thy  desertion,  tlian  comforted  with  the  joy  of  thy  pre- 
sence. Just  is  tliat  sorrow,  and  those  tears  seasonable,  that  are  be* 
stowed  upon  thy  loss.  AVhat  comfort  are  we  capable  of,  while  we 
want  thee  ?  What  relish  is  there  in  these  earthly  delights^  without 
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tbee  ?  What  is  there  to  mitigate  our  passionate  disconofortf ,  if  rrot 
from  thee  ?  Let  thyself  loose,  O  my  soul,  to  the  fulness  of  sorrow, 
when  thou  findest  thyself  bereaved  of  him,  in  whose  presence  is  the 
fulness  of  joy ;  and  deny  t6  receive  comfort  from  any  thing,  save 
from  his  return-  ' 

In  vain  is  Christ  sotight  among  his  kindred  according  to  the  flesh. 
So  far  are  they  still,  from  giving  us  theiraid  to  find  the  ti-ue  Mes- 
siah, that  they  lead  us  from  him. 

Back  again,  therefore,  are  Joseph  and  Mary  gone,  to  seek  him 
at  Jerdsafem.  She  goes  about  in  the  city,  by  tne  streets  snd  by  the 
open  places,  and  seeks  him^  wham  her  saulloveih :  she  s&ughi  htm, 
for  tlie  time,  and  found  khh  not.  Do  we  thirrk  she  spared  her 
search  ?  The  evening  of  her  return,  she  hastes  to  the  inn,  where 
she  had  left  him  ;  where,  missing  him,  she  inquires  of  every  one 
she  met,  Havevou  not  seen  him^  whrnn  my  saiu  laveth? 

At  last,  the  third  day,  she  finds  him  in  the  temple*  One  day  was 
spent  in  the  journey  towards  Galilee ;  another,  in  the  return  to  Je- 
rusalem ;  the  third  day  recovers  him.  He,  who  would  rise  again  the 
third  day  and  be  found  amongst  the  living,  now  also  would  thcr 
third  day  be  found  of  his  parents,  after  the  sorrow  of  his  absence. 

But  where  wert  thou,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  for  the  space  of  these 
three  days  ?  Where  didst  thou  bestow  thyself,  or  who  tended  thee> 
while  thou  wert  thus  alone  at  Jerusalem }  I  know,  if  Jerusalem 
should  have  been  as  unkind  to  thee  as  Bethlehem,  thou  couldst 
have  commanded  the  heavens  to  harbour  thee  ;  and  if  men  did  not 
minister  to  thee,  thou  couldst  have  commanded  the  service  of  au- 

feb :  but,  since  the.  form  of  a  Servant  called  thee  to  a  voluntary 
omeliness,  whether  it  pleased  thee  to  exercise  th3rself  tlms  early 
with  the  difficulties  of  .a  stranger,  or  to  provide  miraculously*  for 
thyself,  I  inquire  not,  since  thou  revealest  not :  only  this  I  kndbr, 
that  hereby  thou  intendedst  to  teach  thy  parents,  that  thou  couldest 
live  without  thorn  ;  and  that,  not  of  any  indigency,  but  out  of  a 
gracious  dispensation,  thou  wouldest  ordinarily  dejjend  upon  their 
care. 

In  the  mean  time,  thy  divine  wisdom,  could  not  but  foreknowall 
these  corroding  thoughts,  wherev^'ith  the  heart  of  thy  dear  Mother 
must  needs  bleed,  tlirough  this  sudden  dereliction  ;  yet  wouldest 
thou  leave  her,  for  the  time,  to  her  sorrow.  Even  so,  O  Savioar, 
thou  thoughtest  fit  to  visit  her,  tfiat  bore  thee,  with  this  early 
affliction.  Never  any  loved  thee,  whom  thou  do*  not  sometimes 
exercise,  with  the  grief  of  missing  thee ;  that  both,  we  may  be 
more  careful  to  houl  thee,  and  more  joyful  in  recovering  thee. 
Thou  hast«aicl,  and  canst  not  lie,  /  am  with  you  j  to  the  end  of  f^^ 
world 'y  but  even  while  thou  art  really  present,  thou  thinkest  good 
to  be  absent  unto  our  apprehensions^ 

Yet  if  thou  leave  us,  tnou  wilt  not  forsake  us ;  if  thou  leave  us 
for  QUft  humiliation,  thou  wilt  not  forsake  us  to  our  final  discom- 
fort Thou  mayest  for  three  days  hide  thyself,  but  then  we  shall 
find  thee  in  the  temples.  None  ever  sought  thee  with  a  sincere  dc* 
ut%,  of  whom  thou  wert  not  found.    Thou  wilt  not  he,  cither  so 
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little  absent  as  not  to  whet  our  appetites,  nor  so  long  as  to  fidnten 
the  heart. 

After  three  days,  we  shall  find  <hee ;  and  where  should  we  rather 
hope  to  find  thee,  than  in  the  Temple  ?  There,  is  the  habitation 
for  the  God  of  Israel ;  there,  is  thy  resting  place  for  ever.  O  all 
ye,  that  arc  grieved  with  the  want  Of  your  Saviour,  see  where  you 
must  seek  him.  In  vain  shall  ye  hope  to  find  him  in  the  streets,  in 
the  taverns,  in  the  theatres :  seek  him  in  his  Holy  Temple;  seek 
him  with  piety ;  seek  him  with  fiiith :  there  shall  ye  meet  him ; 
there  shall  ye  recover  him. 

While  children  of  that  age  were  playing  in  the  streets,  Christ 
was  found  sitting  in  the  temple ;  not  to  ^ze  on  the  outward  glory 
of  that  house,  or  on  the  golden  candlesticks  or  tables,  but  to  hear 
and  appose  the  doctors.  He,  who  as  God  save  them  all  the  wisdom 
they  hadf  as  the  Son  of  Man  hearkens  to  the  wisdom  he  had  given 
them.  He,  who  sat  in  their  hearts,  as  the  Author  of  all  learning  and 
knowledge,  sits  in  the  midst  of  their  school,  as  an  humble  Dis- 
ciple ;  that,  by  learning  of  them,  he  might  teach  all  the  younger 
sort  humility,  and  due  attendance  upon  their  instructors.  He  could, 
at  the  first,  have  taught  the  great  Rabbins  of  Israel  the  deep  mys* 
teries  of  God  ;  but,  because  he  was  not  yet  called  by  his  Father 
to  the  public  function  of  a  Teacher,  he  contents  himself  to  hear 
with  diligence,  and  to  ask  with  modesty,  and  to  teach  only  by  in- 
sinuation. Let  those  consider  this,  which  will  needs  run  as  soon  as 
they  can  eo ;  and,  when  they  find  ability,  think  they  need  not  stay ^ 
for  a  further  vocation  of  Qod  or  men.  Open  your  eyes,  ye  ratne 
ripe  invaders  of  God^s  chair,  and  see  your  Saviour  in  his  younger 

i rears,  not  sitting  in  the  eminent  pulpits  of  the  doctors,  but  in  tne 
owly  floors  of  the  auditors.  See  him,  that  could  have  taught  the 
angels,  listening  in  his  minority  to  the  voice  of  men.  Wno  can 
think  much  to  ^m  of  the  ancients,  when  he  looks  upon  the  Son 
of  God,  sitting  at  the  fe^  of  the  doctors  of  Israel  ?  First,  he  hears; 
then,  he  asks.  How  much  more  doth  it  concern  us  to  be  hearers, 
^e  we  offer  to  be  teachers  of  others !  He  gathers,  that  hears ;  he 
spends,  that  teacheth :  if  we  spend  before  we  gather,  we  shall  soon 
prove  bankrupts. 

When  he  hath  heard,  he  asks;  and  after  that,  he  answers. 
Doubtless,  those  very  questions  were  instructions;  and  nieant  to 
teach,  more  than  to  leam.  Never  had  these  great  Rabbins  heard 
the  Voice  of  such  a  Tutor ;  in  whom  they  might  see  the  wisdom  of 
God  so  concealing  itself,  that  yet  it  would  be  known  to  be  there. 
No  marvel  then,  if  they  all  wondered  at  his  understanding  and 
answers.  Their  eyes  saw  nothing,  but  human  weakness ;  theirears 
heard  divine  subhmity  of  matter :  betwixt  what  they  saw  and  what 
they  heard,  they  could  not  but  be  distracted  with  a  doubting  ad* 
miration. 

And  why  did  ye  not,  O  ye  Jewish  teachers,  remember,  that 
to  us  a  Chtld  is  bantj  and  unto  us  a  Son  is  giv^ ;  arid  the  gaoem^ 
meni  is  upon  his  shoulder ;  and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonder* 
Jiily  Counsellor  J  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father^  the 
Prince  qf  Peace  f  Why  did  ye  not  now  bethink  yourselves,  what 
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^  &t|ir,;tlie  Sages,  tl?e  Angels,  thje  SbepheyxU,  3?achgry,  Sl^n^kxii 
Anna,  had  preoionished  yoii  ?  Fruitless  is  the  wonder,  that  cndetli 
^ot  in  faith.  No  light  is  Bufficlent,  where  the  eyes  are  hel4>  tlirough 
UD.behef  or  prejudice. 

.  The  Doctors  were  not  more  amazed,  to  hear  so  profound  a  child<* 
^oody  than  the  parents  of  Christ  were,  to  see  him  amoug  tlie  doc* 
tiprs.  The  joy  of  finding  him  did  strive  'with  the  astotiishment  of 
jindinji^  him  thus. 

4^na  uow»  no^  Joseph,  (he  knew  how  little  right  he  had  to  ^hat 
Divine  Son,)  but  Mary,  breaks  forth  into  a  loving  expostulsu&ioi^, 
iS^i,  why  hast  thou  dealt  so  with  m  ?  That  she  might  not  seea>  to 
take  upon  her  as  an  imperious  Mother,  it  is  like  she  reserved  tins 
question,  till  she  bad  him  alone  ;  whetein  she  meaut  rather  to  exn 
press  grief,  tha^  correption.  Only  herein  the  Blessed  Virgin  of- 
^ndea,  that  her  inconsideration  did  not  suppose,  (as  it  was,)  thai 
6iome  higher  respects,  than  could  be  due  to  Hesh  and  blood,  callec) 
aM'ay  ^he  Son  of  God  from  her^  that  was  tlie  daughter  of  mar). 
She,  that  was  but  the  Mother  of  Humanity,  should  not  have 
thought,  that  the  business  of  God  must  for  her  sake  be  ncglected«> 

We  are  all  partial  to  ourselves  naturally ;  and  prone  to  the  re« 
f^ard  of  our  own  rights.  Questionless,  tnis  gracious  saint  would 
pot,  for  all  the  world,  have  willingly  preferred  ner  own  attendance, 
tp  that  of  her  God:  through  heedlessness  she  doth  8o:  her  Sop 
wd  Saviour  is  her  monitor  ;  out  of  his  Divine  love,  reforming  her 
natural ;  How  is  it^  that  ye  sought  me  ?  Ktiow  ye  not,  that  I  must 
go  about  my  Father'* s  business  ? 

Immediately  before  the  Blessed  Virgin  had  said,  Th^  father  an4 
I  sought  thee  icith  h^a\\y  hearts  :  wJierein,  both,  according  to  the 
suppositioji  of  thje  woHu  she  called  Joseph  the  father  of  Chrjst, 
f^nd  according  to  the  fa^^hion  of  a  dutiful  wife  she  names  her  Jo« 
^ph  before  herself.  She  well  knew,  that  Josepl^  had  nothing  but 
a  name  in  this  business ;  she  knew  how  God  had  dignified  her  be* 
yond  him ;  yet  slie  says.  Thy  father  and  I  sought  thee. 

The  Son  of  Qod  stands  not  upon  contradiction  to  his  mother ; 
ji)Ut,ieading  her  thoughts  from  hi^  supposed  father  to  his  true,  from 
earth  to  Heaven,  he  answers.  Knew  ye  not,  tliat  I  must  go  about 
way  Father^ s  bfisiness?  It  was  honour  enough  to  her,  tjbat  he  had 
%'puchsafed  to  take  flesh  of  her  ;  it  was  his  eternal  honour,  that  be 
tvas  God  of  God,  the  Everlasting  Son  of  tlie  Heavenly  Father* 
pood  reason  therefore  was  it,  that  the  respects  to  flash  should  gif4 
place  to  the  Qod  of  Spirits. 

How  well  contented  was  l^oly  A|ary ,  with  so  just  an  answer  I 
How  doth  she  now  £^in,  in  her  heart,  renew  hef  answer  tQ  the 
•Angel,  Behold  these^^vant  of,  the  Lord,  be  it  (ipcprding  to  thy 
S(vrd  / 

We  are  all  the  sons  of  God,  in  another  kind.  Nature,  and  the 
jyorld,  thinks  \fc  should  attend  them.  We  a^e  x^t  worthy  tQ  ^X^ 
."  We  have  a  Fatl^er  iii  JHcayen,"  if  we  ccMinot  stea^  a^i^'^y  (^^^ 
these  earthly  cjistract^ons,  and  employ  puiiselv:ej$  in  (1^  sorvioes  of 
our  God.  J^t{k^i^^ 
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John  did,  every  way,  forerun  Christ ;  not  s6  much  In  the  time  of 
his  birth,  as  in  nis  office.  Neither  was  there  more  t^niikeliness  In 
their  disposition  and  carriage,  than  similitude  in  their  function, 
l^th  dia  preach  and  baptize :  only  John  baptized  by  himself;  our 
Saviour,  by  his  disciples :  our  Saviour  wrong'ht  miratles  by  him- 
self, by  his  disciples  ;  John  wrought  none  by  either :  wherein, 
Christ 'meant  to  shc;w  himself  a  Lord,  and  Jofei  a  servant;  and 
John  meant  to  approve  himself  a  true  servant  to  him,  whose  hiir- 
bhiger  he  was. 

He,  that  leaped  in  the  womb  of  his  mother,  when  his  Saviour, 
then  newly  conceived,  came  in  presence,  bestirred  himself,  when 
he  was  brought  forth  into  the  light  of  the  Church,  to  the  hou6ur 
and  service  of  his  Saviour.  He  did  the  s^me  before  Christ,  which 
Christ-  charged  his  disciples  to  do  after  him.  Preach  and  baptize. 
The  Gospeiran  always  in  one  tenor ;  and  was  never  but  like  itself: 
so  it  became  the  word  of  him,  in  whom  there  is  no  shad<:>w  by  turn- 
ing ;  and  whose  word  it  is,  /  mn  Jehovah y  t  change  not. 

It  was  fit,  that  he,  which  had  the  prophets,  the  star,  the  angel, 
to  foretell  his  coming  into  the  world,  should  have  his  usher  to  go 
before  him,  when  he  would  notify  himself  to  the  world.  John  w:a^ 
the  Voice  of  a  Cryer  ;  Christ  was  the  Word  of  his  Father :  it  was 
fit  this  Voice  should  make  a  noise  to  the  Wofld,  erjB  the  Word  of 
the  Father  should  speak  to  it. 

John's  note  was  still,  Jtepeniance;  the  are  to  the  root,  the  fan  t6 
thefioor^  the  chaff  to  the  fire :  as  his  raiment  was  rough,  so  was 
his  tongue;  and  if  his  food  were  wild  honey,  his  speech  was 
stinging  locusts.  Thus  must  the  way  be  made  for  Christ  in  every 
heart.  Plausibility  is^  no  fit  preface  to  regeneration.  If  the  heart 
of  man  had  continued  upright,  God  might  have  been  entertained 
without  contradiction ;  but  now  violence  mast  be  offered  to  oui* 
corruption,  ere  we  can  have  room  for  grace.  If  the  great  M''ay* 
Maker  do  not  cast  down  hills  and  raise  up  valleys  in  the  bosOms  of 
men,  thdre  is  no  passage  for  (>hrist.  Never  will  Christ  come  into 
that  soul,  where  the  herald  of  repentance  hath  not  been  before 
him. 

That  Saviour  of  ours,  who  from  eternity  lay  hid  in  the  counsel 
of  God,  who  in  the  fulness  of  time  so  came  that  he  lay  hid  in  the 
womb  of  his  Mother  for  the*  space  of  forty  weeks,  who  after  he 
was  come  thought  fit  to  lie  hid  in  Nazareth  for  the  space  of  thirty 
years,  now  at  last  begins  to  shew  himself  to  the  world,  and  comes 
from  Galilee  to  Jordan.  lie,  that  was  God  always,  And  might  have 
been  perfect  man  in  an  instant,  would  by  degrees  rise  to  the  per- 
fection both  of  Iris  Manhood  and  (Execution  of  his  Mediatorship ; 
to  teach  us  the  necessity  of  leisure  in  spiritual  proceedings ;  that 
many  sun^  and  successions  of  seasons  and  means  must  be  stayed 
for,  ere  we  can  attain  our  maturity  ;  and  that  when  we  are  ripe  for 
the  employments  of  God,  we  should  no  less  Willingly" leave  our 
ebscority/tliatt  we  took  the  benefit  of  it  fbr  our  pfqVdhitioh. 
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He,  that 'was  formerly  circumcised^  would,  now  be  baptized. 
What  is  baptism,  but  an  evangelical  circumcision  ?  What  was  cir-. 
eumcision,but'a  legal  baptism  ?  One* both  supplied  and  sacceed<» 
ed  the  other ;  yet  the  Author  of  both  will  undergo  both»  He 
would  be  circumcised,  to  sanctify  his  Church  that  was ;  and  bap*, 
tized,  to  sanctify  his  Church  that  should,  be  :  that  so,  in  both  Tes^ 
taments,  he  might  open  a  way  into  heaven.  There  was  in  him  nei« 
ther  filthiness  nor  foreskin  of  corruption,  that  should  noed  either 
knife  or  water.  He  came  not  to  be  a  Saviour  for  himself,  but  for 
US :  we  are  all  uncleanness  and  uncircumcision :  he  would  there* 
fore  have  that  done  to  his  most  pure  body,  which  should  be  of  force 
to  clear  our  impure  souls ;  thus  making  himself  sin  for  us,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him. 

His  baptism  gives  virtue  to  ours.  His  last  action  (or  rather  pas^ 
sion)  was  his  baptizing  with  blood  ;  his  first,  was  his  baptization 
with  water :  botn  of  them  wash  the  world  from  their  sins.  Yea, 
this  latter  did  not  only  wash  the  souls  of  men,  but  vrasheth  that 
very  water,  by  which  we  are  washed :  from  hence  is  that  made 
both  clean  ana  holy,  and  can  both  cleanse  and  hallow  us.  And,  if 
the  very  handkerchief,  which  touched  his  apostles,,  had  power  o^ 
cure,  how  much  more  that  water,  which  the  sacred  hody  of  Christ 
touched ! 

Christ  comes  far,  to  seek  his  baptism ;  to  teach  us,  for  whose 
sake  he  was  baptized,  to  wait  upon  the  ordinances  of  .God,  and  to 
sue  for  the  favour  of  spiritual  blessings.*  They  are  worthless  com? 
modities,  that  are  not  worth  seeking -for.  It  is  rarely  seen,  that  God 
is  found  of  any  man  linsought  for.  That  desire,  which  only  xnakes 
us  capable  of  good  things,  cannot  stand  with  neglect. 

John  durst  not  baptize,  unbidden:  his  Master  sent  him  to  do. 
this  service ;  and  benold,  the  S^ter  comes  to  his  servant,  to  call 
for  the  participation  of  that  privilege,  which  he  himself  had  iu- 
stituted  ^nd  enjoined.  How  willingly  should  we  come  to  our  spi- 
ritual superiors,  for  our  part  in  those  mysteries,  which  God  hath 
left  in  their  keeping  !  Yea,  *how  gladly  should  we  come  to  that 
Christ,  who  gives  us  these  blessings,  who  b  given  to  us  in  them ! 

This  seemed  too-  great  an  honour,  for  the  modesty  of  John  to 
receive.  If  his  mother  could  say,  when  her  blessed  cousin,  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  came  to  visit  her,  Whence  is  this  to  ine^  that  the  mother 
of  my  Lord  should  come  to  me  ?  how  much  more  might  he  say 
so,  when  the  Divine  Son  .of  that  mother  came  to  call  for  a  favour 
from  him!  /  have  need  to  be  baptized  qf'thee^  and  contest  thou 
io  me  ?  O  holy  Baptist,  if  there  were  not  a  greater  born  of  woman 
than  tfaou^  yet  thou  couldest  not  be  born  of  a  woman,  and  not 
need  to  be  baptized  of  thy  Saviour.  He  baptized  with  fire ;  thou, 
with  water.  Little  would  thy  water  have  availed  thee,  without  his 
fire.  If  he  had  not  baptized  thee,  how  wert  thou  sanctified  from 
the  womb  ?  There  can  be  no  flesh,  without  filthiness :  neither  thy 
supernatural  conception,  nor  thy  austere  life,  could  exempt  thee 
from  the  need  of  baptism.  Even  those,  that  have  ,not  lived  to  sin 
after  the  similitude  of  Adam,  yet  are  they  so  tainted  with  Adam, 
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tlmt,  unless  the  second  Adam  cleanse  them  by  his  baptism,  they  are 
hopeless. 

There  is^  no  less  use  of  baptism  unto,  all,  than  there  is  certainty 
of  the  Deed  of  baptism*  Jonn  baptized  without;  Christ,  within* 
The  more  holy  a  man  is,  tiie  more  sensible  he  is  of  his  unholiness. 
No  carnal  man  could  have  said,  /  hav€jfieed  to  be  baptized  of  thee; 
neither  can  he  find,  what  be  is  the  better  for  a  little  font  water. 
The  sense  of  our  wretchedness,  and  the  valuation  of  our  spiritual 
helps,  is  the  best  trial  of  ou|r  regeneration . 

Our  Saviour  doth  not  deny,  that,  either  John  hath  need  to  be 
baptized  of  him,  or  that  it  is  strange  that  he  should  come  to  be 
faa'ptixed  of  John ;  but  he  will  neras  thus  far  both  honour  John 
And  disparage  himself,  to  be  baptized  of  his  messenger.  He,  that 
would  take  nesh  of  the  Virgin,  education  from  his  parents,  suste* 
nance  from  his  creatures,  will  take  baptism  from  John.  It  is  the 
praise  of  his  mercy,  that  he  will  stoop  so  ioW  as  to  be  beholden 
to  his  creatures :  which  from  him  receive  their  being,  and  power 
both  to  take  and  give. 

Yet,  not  so  much  respect  to  John,  as  bbedience  to  his  Father, 
drew  him  to  this  point  of  humiliation :  Thus  it  behoves  us,  to  fulfil 
all  righteousness.  The  counsels  and  appointments  of  God  are  righ- 
teousness itself.  There  needs  no  other  motive,  either  to  the  ser- 
vant or  the  Son,  than  the  knowledge  of  those  righteous  purposes. 
Tliis  was  enough,  to  lead  a  faithful  man  through  all  difBculties  and 
inconveniences )  neither  will  it  admit  of  any  reply,  or  any  demur. 
John  yieidcth  to  tltis  honour,  which  his  Saviour  puts  upon  him,  in 
jgiving  baptism  to  the  Author  of  it.  He  baptized  others  to  the  re* 
mission  ot  their  sins ;  now,  he  baptizes  hini,  by  whom  they  are 
remitted,  both  to  the  baptizerand  to  others. 

No  sooner  is  Christ  baptized,  than  he  comes  forth  of  the  water. 
The  element  is  of  force,  but  during  the  use :  it  turns  common, 
when  tliat  is  past.  Neither  is  the  water  sooner  poured  on  his  head, 
than  the  Heavens  are  of)ened,aud  the  Holy  Ghost  descendeth  upon 
that  head,  which  was  baptizt*d.  The  Heavens  are  never  shut,  wnile 
either  of  the  Sacraments  is  duly  administered  and  received :  nei- 
ther do  the  heavens  evei*  thus  open,  without  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  But  now,  that  the  God  of  Heaven  is  baptized,  they 
open  unto  him,  which  are  opened  to  all  the  faithful  by  him ;  and 
ttiat  Holy  Ghost,  which  proceeded  from  him,  together  with  tht  Fa*  ' 
tber,  joia<{  with  the  Fatlier  in  a  sensible  testimony  of  him;  that 
iiow  the  world  might  9ee,  what  interest  he  bad  in  the  Heavens,  in 
the  Father,  in  the  Holy  Spirit^  and  miglit  expect  nothing  but 
Divine  from  the  entrance  ot  such  a  Mediator.         Matthew  Hi.   . 
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No  sooner  is  Christ  come  out  of  the  water  of  baptism,  than  lie 
enten  ioto  the  fire  of  temptation.  No  sooner  is  the  H0ly  Spirit  de- 
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scended  upon  his  head  in  the  foniir  of  a  dove,  then  he  is  led  by  the 
Spirit  to  be  tempted.  No  sooner  doth  God  say,  This  is  fny  SoUy 
than  Sat^n  says,  If  thou  be  the  Son  (^  God.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
either  of  the  gift  or  seals  of  grace,  to  deliver  us  from  the  assaults 
t)f  Satan  ;  they  may  have  the  force  to  repel  evil  suggestions ;  they 
liave  none  to  prevent  them :  yea,  the  more  we  are  engaged  unto 
<5od  by  our  public  vows  and  his  pledges  of  favour,  so  much  more 
busy  and  violent  is  the  rage  of  that  Evil  One  to  encounter  us. 
We  are  no  sooner  stepped  forth  into  the  field  of  God,  than  be 
labours  to  wrest  our  weapons  out  of  our  hands  or  to  turn  them 
against  us. 

The  voice  from  heaven  acknowledged  Christ  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  This  Divine  Testimony  did  not  allay  the  malice  of  Satan^  but 
exasperate  it.  Now,  that  venomous  Serpent  swells  with  inward 
poison ;  and  hastes  to  assail  him,  whom  Crod  hath  honoured  from 
ncaven.  O  God,  how  should  1  look  to  escape  the  suggestions  of 
that  Wicked  One,  when  the  Son  of  thy  Love  cannot  be  free  ?  when 
even  prace  itself  draws  on  enmity  ?  That  enmity,  that  spared  not 
to  strike  at  the  Head,  will  he  forbear  the  weaxest  and  remotest 
limb  ?  Arm  thou  me,  therefore,  with  an  expectation  of  that  evil 
I  cannot  avoid.  Make  thou  me  as  strong,  as  he  is  malicious.  Say 
to  mv  soul  also,  Thou  art  my  sdn ;  and  let  Satan  do  his  worst. 

All  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  obscurity,  I  do  not  find  him  set 
upon ;  now,  that  he  looks  forth  to  the  public  execution  of  his  di- 
rme  oflBce,  Satan  bends  his  forces  against  him.  Our  privacy, 
pei-haps,  may  sit  down  in  peace ;  but  never  man  did  endeavour  a 
common  good,  without  opposition.  It  is  a  sign,  that  both  the  work 
is  holy  and  the  agent  faithful,  when  we  meet  with  strong  affronts. 

We  have  reason  to  be  comforted  with  nothing,  so  much  as  with 
.resistance.  If  we  were  not  in  a  wa)*  to  do  good,  we  should  find  no 
rubs.  Satan  hath  no  cause  to  molest  his  own  ;  and  that,  while  they 
go  about  his  own  service.  He  desires  nothing  more,  than  to  make 
us  smooth  paths  to  sin ;  but,  when  we  would  turn  our  feet  to  holi- 
ness, he  blocks  up  the  way  with  temptations.. 

Who  can  wonder  enough  at  the  sauciness  of  that  bold  spirit, 
that  dares  to  set  upon  the  Son  of  the  ever-living  God  ?  Who  caii 
wonder  enough  at  thy  meekness  and  patience,  O  Saviour,  that 
wouldst  be  tempted  ?  He  wanted  not  nialice  and  presumption  to  as- 
sault thee  ;  thou  wantedst  not  humility  to  endure  those  asj^ault.^.  I 
should  stand  amazed  at  this  voluntary  dispensation  of  thine,  but 
that  I  see  the  susccption  of  our  human  nature  lays  thee  open  to 
this  condition.  It  is  necessarily  incidciitto  manhood,  to  be  liable 
to  temptations.  Thou  wouldst  not  havt*  put  on  flesh,  if  thou  hadst 
meant  utterly  to  put  off  this  consequence  of  our  infirmity. 

If  the  state  of  innocence  conl(Miave  been  any  defence  against 
evil  motions,  the  First  Adam  ha.d  not  been  tempted ;  much  less,  the 
Second.  It  is  not  the  presenting  of  temptations,  that  can  hurt  us ; 
/but  their  eJitertajnment..  Hi  counsel  is  me  fiiult  of.  the  giver;  not 
qf,  t|ie  refiner.  We  canpot .  forbid  lewd  eyes  toloott  ip  a^^.i^^"^ 
windows;  we  may  shut  our  doors  against  their  entrance.'    It  is'^io 


CHRIST   TEMPTET5,  23  J 

less  our  praise  to  have  resisted,  than  Satan*s  blame  to  suggest 
cvih 

Yea,  O  blessed  Saviour,  how  glorious  was  it  for  thee,  how  hap- 
py for  us,  that  thou  wert  temptea!  Had  not  Satan  tempted  thee, 
how  shouldest  thou  have  overcome  ?  Without  blows,  there  can  be 
no  victory,  no  triumph.  How  had  thy  power  been  manifested,  if 
no  adversary  had  tried  thee?  The  First  Adam  was  tempted  and 
vanquished  ;  the  Second  Adam,  to  repay  and  repair  that  foil,  doth 
vanquish  in  being  tempted.  Kow  have  we  not  a  Saviour  and  High 
Priest,  that  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  ; 
bat  such  ap  one,  as  was  in  all  things  tempted  in  like  sort,  yet  with^ 
cut  sin.  How  boldly,  therefore,  inay  we  go  unto  the  Throne  oif 
Grace  ;  that  we  may  receive  mercy,  and  find  grace  of  help  in  time  ' 
of  need !  Yea,  this  duel  was  for  ns.  Now,  we  see  by  this  con- 
flict of  our  Almighty  Champion,  what  manner  of  Adversary  we 
iiave ;  how  lie  fights,  how  he  is  resisted,  how  overcome.  ISow, 
our  very  temptation  affords  us  comfort,  in  tliat  we  see,  the  dearer 
we  fere  unto  6od,  the  more  obnoxious  we  are  to  this  ttial :  neither 
can  We  be  discouraged  by  the  heinousness  of  those  evils,  thereto  we 
are  moved  ;  since  we  see  the  Son  of  God  solicited  to  infidelity^ 
covetousnefe,  idolatry.  How  glorious,  therefore,  was  it  fbr  thee, 
O  Saviour,  how  happy  for  us,  tliat  thou  wert  tempted. 

Where  then  wast  thou  tempted,  O  blessed  Jesu  ?  or  Whither 
wentest  thou,  to  tfneet  with  our  great  Adversary  ?  I  do  not  see  thee 
led  into  the  market-place,  or  any  other  part  of  the  city,  or  thy 
home-stead  of  Nazareth,  but  into  the  vast  Wilderness,  tlxi  habita- 
tion of  beasts  ?  a  place,  that  carrieth  in  it  both  liorror  and  oppor- 
tunity. Why  wouldst  thou  thus  retire  thyself  from  men  ?  But, 
as  confident  champions  are  wont  to  eive  advantage  of  ground  or 
weapon  to  {heir  antagonist,  that  the  glory  of  their  victory  may  be 
the  greater  ;  so  wouldest  thou,  O  Saviour,  in  this  conflict  with 
our  Common  Enemy,  yield  him  his  own  terms  for  circmustances, 
that  thine  honour  and  liis  foil  may  be  the  more.  Solitariness 
is  no  small  help  to  the  speed  of  a  temptation  :  fVoe  fo  hiui,  that  is 
alone ^  for  if  he  f ally  there  is  not  a  second  to  lift  him  up.  Those, 
that  out  of  an  affectation  of  holiness  seek  for  solitude  in  rocks  and 
caves  of  the  deserts,  do  no  other,  than  run  into  the  mouth  of  the- 
danger  of  temptation,  while  they  think  to  avoid  it.  It  was  cn<5ugh 
for  Thee,  to  whose  divine  power  the  gates  of  hell  were  weakness, 
thus  to  challenge  the  Prince  of  Darkness.  Our  care  must  be  al- 
ways to  eschew  all  occa3ions  of  spiritual  danger ;  and  (wh^t  wc 
may)  to  get  us  out  of  the  reach  of  temptations. 

But,  *Oh  the  depth  of  tlie  wisdiom  of  God  !  How  earnest  thou, 
O  Saviour,  to  be  thus  tempted  ?  That  Spirit,  whereby  thou  wast 
conceived  as  men,  and  wliich  was  one  with  thee  and  the  Father  as 
God,  led  thee  into  the  Wilderness,  to  be  tempted  of  Satan. 
While  thou  taughtest  us  to  pray  to  thy  Father,  Lead  tis  not  into 
iemptatioHj  tliou  meantestto  instruct  us,  that  if  the  same  Spirit  led 
us  not  into  this  perilous  way,  we  go  not  into  it.  We  have  stilf  tlje 
^me  Conduct.     Let  the  path  be  what  it  will,  how  can  we  lAiscarry , 
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in  the  baud  of  a  Father  ?  Now  may  we  say  to  Satan,  as  thou  didst 
unto  Pilate,  Thou  couldst  have  ivo  power  over  me,  except  it  were 
given  tine  from  above  ^ 

The  Spirit  led  theej  it  did  not  drive  thee:  here  was  a  sweet  ia- 
vitation ;  no  compulsion  of  violence.  So  absolutely  conformable 
was  thy  will  to  thy  Deity,  as  if  both  thy  natures  had  but  one  voli* 
tion.  In  this  first  draught  of  thy  bitter  potion,  thy  soul  said  in  a 
real  subjection,  Not  my  willy  but  thy  will  be  dohe. '  We  imitate 
thee^  O  Saviour,  thougn  we  cannot  reach  to  thee.  All  thine  are  led 
by  thy  Spirit :  Oh  teach  us  to  forget  that  we  have  wills  of  our  owOf 

The  opirit  led  thee ;  thine  invincible  strength  did  not  animate 
thee  into  this  combat,  uncalled.  What  do  we  weaklings  so  far 
presume  upon  our  abilities  or  succe^,  as  that  we  dare  thrust  our« 
selves  upon  temptations,  unbidden,  unwarranted  ?  Who  can  pity 
the  shipwreck  of  those  mariners,  which  will  needs  put  forth  and 
hoise  sails  in  a  tempest  ? 

Forty  days,  did  our  Saviour  spend  in  the  Wilderness,  fasting  and 
solitary ;  all  which  time  was  worn  out  in  temptation :  however,  tho 
last  brant,  because  it  was  most  violent,  is  only  expressed.  Now. 
could  not  the  adversary  complain  of  disadvantage,  while  be  had 
the  full^cope,  both  of  time  and  place,  to  do  his  worst. 

And  why  did  it  please  thee,  O  Saviour,  to  fast  forty  days  and 
fofty  nights,  unless,  as  Moses  fasted  forty  days  at  the  Delivery  of 
the  Law,  and  Eiias  at  the  Restitution  of  the  iJaw,  s^o  thou  thought- 
est  fit,  at  the  Accomplishment  of  the  Law  and  the  Promulgation  of 
the  Gospel,  to  fulfil  the  time  of  both  these  types  of  thine  :  where- 
in thou  mtendedst  our  wonder,  not  our  imitation ;  not  our  imitation 
pf  the  time,  though  of  the  act.     Here  were  no  faulty  desires  of 
the  fiesh  in  thee  to  be  tamed ;  no  possibility  of  a  freer  and  more 
easy  ascent  of  the  soul  to  God,  that  could  be  affected  of  thee,  who 
wast  perfectly  united  unto  God ;  biit,  as  for  us  thou  wouldst  suffer 
death,  so  for  us  thou  wouldst  suffer  hunger,  that  we  might  learn 
by   £asting  to  prepare  ourselves  for  temptations.     In  fasting  so 
long,,  thou  ijjitendeast  the  manifestation  of  thy  power ;  ih  fasting  no 
longer,  the  tri^th  of  thy  hianhood.     Moses  and  Elias,  through  the 
miraculous  susteptatipn  of  God,  fasted  so  long,  without  any  ques* 
tion  n^de  of  the  truth  of  their  bodies ;  so  lonff  therefore  thou 
thonghtest  g(iod  to  fast,  as,  by  the  reason  of  these  precedents, 
might  be  without  prejudice  of  thy  humanity  ;  which,  if  it  should 
have  pleased  thee  to  support,  as  thou  couldst,  without  means,  thy 
very  power  might  have  opened  the  mouth  of  cavils,  against  the 
verity  of  thy   human  nature.     That  thou  mightest  therefore  well 
approve,  that  there  was  no  difference  betwixt  thee  and  us  but  sin, 
tbpu,  that  couldst  have  fasted  without  hunger,   and  lived  witboijt 
meat,  wouldst  both  feed,  and  fast,  and  hunger. 

Who  can  be  dijcpuragcd  with  the  scantness  of  friends  or  bodilv 
provision^,  when  he  sees  his  Savipur  thus  long  destitute  of  all 
earthly  comforts,  both  pf  society  and  sustenance  ? 

Oh  the  policy  and  malice  of  that  Old  Serpent !  vhen  he  sees 
Christ  bewray  spme  infirmity  of  pature  in  being  hungry,  then  be 
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lays  sorest  at  him  by  temptations.  His  eye  was  never  off  from 
our  Saviour,  all  the  time  of  his  8e<][uestration  ;  and  now^  that  he 
thinks  he  espies  any  one  part  to  be  open,  be  drives  at  it  with  all 
his  might.  We  have  to  do  with  an  Adversary  no  lefiH  vieilant  than 
malicious,  who  will  be  sure  to  watch  all  opportunities  of  our  mis- 
chief ;  and,  where  he  sees  any  advantage  of  weakness,  will  not  neg* 
lect  it«  How  should  we  stand  upon  our  guard,  for  prevention ; 
that  both  we  may  not  give  him  occasions  of  our  hurt,  nor  take  hurt 
hy  those  we  have  given ! 

When  our  Saviour  was  hungry,  Satan  tempts  him  in  matter  of 
food  ;  not  then,  of  wealth  or  glory.  He  well  knows,  both  what 
baits  tp  fish  withal,  and  when  and  how  to  lay  them.  How  safe  and 
hapi^  shall  we  be^  if  we  shall  bend  our  greatest  ^are,  where  we 
discern  the  most  danger ! 

In  every  temptation  there  is  an  appearance  of  good  ;  whether  of 
the  body,  of  mind^  or  estate.  The  first  is,  the  lusi  of  the  ftesh^ 
la  any  carnal  desire ;  the  second,  the  pride  of  heart  and  life ;  the 
third,  the  lust  of  the  eyes. 

To  all  these  the  First  Adam  is  tempted,  and  in  all  miscarried ; 
the  Second  Adam  is  tempted  to  them  all,  and  overcometh.  The 
first  man  was  tempted  to  carnal  appetite,  by  the  forbidden  fruit ; 
to  pride,  by  the  suggestion  of  being  as  God  ;  to  covetousness,  in 
the  ambitious  desire  of  knowing  good  and  evil.  Satan,  having 
found  all  the  motions  so  successful  with  the  First  Adam  in  his  in* 
nocent  estate,  will  now  tread  the  same  steps  in  his  temptations  of 
the  Second.  The  stones  must  be  made  bread ;  there  is  the  motion 
to  a  carnal  appetite :  the  guard  and  attendance  of  angek  must 
be  presumed  on ;  there  is  a  motion  to  pride :  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  and  the  glory  of  them  must  be  offered  ;  tliere,  to  covetous-' 
pess  and  ambition. 

jSatan  could  not  but  have  heard  God  say.  This  is  my  well  beloved 
Son,  He  had  beard  the  message  and  the  carol  of  the  angels ;  he  saw 
the  Star,  and  the  journey  and  offerings  of  the  sages  ;  he  could  not  biit 
take  police  of  the  gratulations  of  Zachary,  Simeon,  Anna ;  be  weU 
knew  the  predictions  of  the  prophets  :  yet,  now  that  he  saw  Christ 
fainting  i«rith  hunger,  as  not  coniprehend'mg  how  infirmities  could 
consist  with  a  Godnead,he  can  say.  If  thoju  be  the  Son  of  God,  Had 
not  Satan  known  that  the  Son  of  God  was  to  come  into  the  world, 
he  had  never  said.  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God.  His  very  supposi- 
tion convinces  him.  The  ground  of  his  temptation  answers  itself. 
If  therefore  Chfist  seemed  to  be  a  mere  man,  because  after  forty 
days  he  was  hungry,  why  was  he  not  confessed  more  than  a  man, 
in  that  for  forty  days  he  hungered  not  ? 

The  motive  of  the  temptation  is  worse  than  the  motioft  ;  If  thou 
be  the  Son  qf  God.  Satan  could  not  choose  another  suggestion  of 
so  great  importance.  All  the  work  of  our  redemption,  of  our  sal- 
vation, dep^ds  upon  tliis  one  truth,  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God. 
How  should  he  else  have  ransomed  the  world  ?  how  should  be  have 
done,  how  should  he  have  suffered,  that,  which  was  satisfactory  to 
his  Fatber'a  wrath  ?  How  should  his  actions  or  passion  have  been  va- 
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hiable  to  th^sin  of  All  the  world  ?  Whtt  tmtve]  is  i«,  if  it^,  that 
are  sons  by  -^dopttert,  he  assaulted  with  th^  doilbts  of  6Ur  itKefest 
in  GocV,  whert  the  natural  Son,  'the  Son  df  his  Essence^  is  thus 
tempted  ?  Sbice  all  our  comfort  consi^s  iti  this  point,  here  must 
neMs' h^  laid  the  chief  battery ;  and  heite  taus^  be  |)Iaced  oui^ 
sirofig^t  defence. 

T6  turti  stones  into  bread,  h*d  beenno  ttiore  faulty  in  itself, 
than  to  turn  water  into  wine  ;  but/  to  do  this  in  a  distf  ilst  of  his 
Father*s  Providence,  to  abuse  his  power  and  liberty  in  doing  it7t(> 
work  a  thiracle  of  Satan's  choice,  had  been  disagreeable  to  the  Son 
of  God. 

There  fs  nothing  ra6re  drditiaty  with  out  S|>iritual  Enemy,  than, 
by  occasion  of  want,  to  move  \i«  to  unwarrantable  coutses:  *'  Thou 
art  poor ;  steal :  tlvou  canst  not  rise  by  honest  means  ;  use  indi-* 
r^ct."'  -.   ^    . 

•  How  easy  had  it  been  for  ottr  Savidtit,  to  harve  Confounded  Sa-^ 
tart  by  the  power  of  his  Goclherfd !  Btit  he  rather  chooees  to  van- 
quish him  by  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  that  h^mi^ht  teach  tis  ho\^ 
to  resist  and  overcome  the  poWeVs  of  darkness.  If  he  had  adbdued 
Satan  by  the  Almighty  power  of  the  Deity,  we  might  have  had 
WhfAt  to  wonder  at ;  not,  what  to  imitate :  now  h^  useth  that  w<eilponi 
which  may  be  familiar  unto  us;  that  he  may  teach  ox^  Weakness 
boW  t6  be  victorious. 

Nothing  in  heaven  or  earth  can  beat  the  forces  6f  hell,  but  the 
Word  of  God.  How  carefully  should  We  furnish  ourselves,  with 
tliis  powerful  munition  I  How  should  our  hearts  and  mouths. be 
full  of  it !  Teach  wt',  O  Lordj  the  way  of  thy  statiUei.  O  take  not 
/rem  me  the  words  of  inUh.  Let  them  be  viy  songs  in  the  hoUse^f 
my  pilgrimage :  so  shall  I  make  ansu>er  to  my  blasplterAers. 

What  needed  Christ  to  have  answered  Satan  at  all,  if  it  had 
not  been  to  teach  us  that  temptations  must  not  have  their  way ;  but 
tttust  be  answered  by  resistance,  and  resisted  by  the  word  ? 

I  do  not  hear  our  Saviour  aver  hitnself  to  be  a  God,  against  tb6 
blsfsphcrhons  insinuation  of  Satan ;  neither  do  I  see  hiitt  working 
this  miraculous  conversion,  to  prove  himself  the  Son  of  God  :  but> 
most  wisely,  he  takes  away  the  ground  of  the  temptation.  Satan 
liad  taken  it  for  granted,  that  man  cannot  be  sustained  without 
bread  ;  and  therefore  infers  tlie  necessity  df  making  bread  of  stones. 
Our  Saviour  shews  him  from  an  infalliole  word,  mat  he  had  mis- 
laid his  suggestion  ;  that  man  lives  not  by  usual  food  only,  but  Inf 
taery  word  that  proeeedeth  from  the  mouth  of  God,  He  can  either 
sustain  without  bread,  as  he  did  Mofes  arid  EUas  ;  or  with"  a  mira- 
culous bread,  as  the  Israelites  with  mstnna ;  or  send  ordinary  means 
mu'aculously,  as  food  to  his  prophet  by  the  nlvens ;  or  miracu- 
lously multiply  ordinary  means,  as  the  meal  and  oil  tt)  the  Safeptan 
widow:    All  things  are  sustained  by  hi^  almighty  word, 

Irtdeed  we  live  by  food,  but  not  by  any  virtue  that  is  without 

God';  without. the  concurrence  of  whose  Providence,  bread  \vo«M 

Tather  choke  than  nourish  us.    Let  him  withdraw  his  hand  from  his 

ei^cntures/  in  tlreir  greatest  ablmdance  wo  periehi     Why  do  '^ 
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ti^reCoce  bencl  QUf  f^yes  on  the  means,  and  not  looif.  up.  to  th^ 
liaixcl^  tliat  gives  the  blessing  ?  What  sq  ueces^rv  depi^Jidaac^ 
bath  the  bl^jng  upon  the  cieatiirey  if  our  piiiycrs:  nold  tliem  not 
together  ?  J^  we  ipay  not  neglect  the  means,  Jio  we  jnay  not  ni>glcct 
the  prbcuremept  of  a  ble^ing  upon  the  means ;  nor  he  unthuukfifji 
to  the  hand,  that  hath  given  tlie  blessing. 

In  the  firs^  assault,  S^-tan  moves  Christ  to  doubt  of  his  Father's 
Ptovidence,  and  to  use  uplawful  means  to  help  himself ;  in  the 
pexty  he  mpvps  bi^i  to  presume  upon  his  Father's  protecti/>;}^  and 
the  i^ryice  c^  bis  blessed  angels.  He  grounds  the.  first  upon  s^ 
conceit  of  want;  the  next,  ot  abundance.  If  he  be  ki  extremes, 
it  is  aU  t9  one  cud,  to  mislead  unto  evil.  If  we  cannot  be  drivei^ 
down  to  despair,  he  labours  to  lift  us  up  to  presumption.  It  in 
not  one  foil  that  can  put  this  bold  spirit  out  of  countenance^ 
Temptations,  like  ivayes,  break  one  in  the  neck  of  another.  ^Vhile 
we  are  in  this  warfare,  we  must  make  account,  that  the  repulse  of 
one  temptation  doth  but  invite  tp  another. 

That  Blessed  Si|vioja|r  of  ours,  that  was  content  to  be  led  ffom 
Jordan  in^o  tlie  Wilderness,  for  the  advantage  of  the  first  tempta- 
tion, yields  to  be  led  from  the  Wilderness  to  Jerusaleu),  for  tlie 
advantage  of  the  second.  The  place  doth  not  a  little  avail  to  th^ 
act.  Tlie  Wilderness  was  fit  lor  a  temptation  arising  from  want ; 
it  was  not  fit  for  a  temptation  moving  to  vain-glory:  the  popu- 
lous city  was  the  fittest  for  such  a  motion.  Jerusalem  was  tba 
^loiy  of  ^hxi  .\vo>*ld ;  thp  temple  was  the  glory  of  Jerusalem ;  thf 
pinnacles,  the  highest  piece  of  the  temple :  there  i3  Christ  conr 
tent  to  be  set,  for  the  opportunity  of  temptation. 

O  Saviour  of  Men,  how  can.  we  wonder  enough  at  this  humility 
of  thine,  thpt  tljgu  wouldest  so  far  abase  tljyself,  as  to  suffer  thy 
pure  and  sacred  body  to  be  transported,  by  the  presumptuous  ;ind 
malicious  haijjl  of  that  Unclean  Spirit !  It  was  not  his  power,  it 
w^  thj'  patience,  that  deserves  our  admiration. 

Neither  can  this  seem  over-strange  to  us,  when  we  consider,  that 
if  Satan  be  the  head  of  wicked  men,  wicked  men  are  the  members 
of  Satan.  Wluit  was  Pilate,  or  the  Jews  that  persecuted  thine  in- 
noceiice,  but  limbs  of  this  devil  ?  and  why  are  we  then  amifzed,  to 
see  thee  touched  and  locally  transported  by  the  head,  when  we  see 
thee  yielding  thyself  over  to  be  crucified  by  the  members  ?  If  Satan 
did  tne  worse  and  greater  mediately  by  their  hands,  no  niarvel  if 
Jie  do  the  less  and  easier  immediately  by  his  own;  yet  neither 
qf  them  withput  thy  voluntary  dispcnsfitlpn.  .,jllc  could  not  hjivc 
looked  at  tliee,  without  tliee. 

Ai^df  if  the  Son  of  God  did  thus  suffer  his  own  holy  and  precioiis 
body  to  b^  carried  by  Satan,  whiit  wonder  is  it,  if  that  Enemy  liav^ 
sometimes  power  given  .him,  over  the  sinful  bodies  of  the  atlopttid 
sons  of  God  ?  It  is  not  the  strength  of  faith,  that  can  secure  us 
from  the  putward  violences'  of  that  pvil  One.  This  difference  I 
find,  betv^rixt  his  spiritual  and  bodily  assaults :  those  i^re  neuten 
pack,  by  the  shie)d  of  faith ;  these  admit  not  of  such  repulse.  As 
tlje  ^cst  m^q  mav  be  l?iLtie,  V^hiJ,  diseased  ;  so^  through  the  paj- 
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mission  of  God,  he  may  be  bodily  vexisd  by  an  old  man-slaydr. 
Grace  was  nerer  given  us,  for  a  target  against  external  afflictions. 

Methinks,  I  see  Christ  boised  upon  the  highest  battlements  of 
the  Temple,  whose  very  roof  was  a  hundred  and  thirty  cubits 
liifffa  ;  and  Satan  standing  by  him,  with  this  speech  in  his  mouth : 
**  Well  then ;  since,  in  the  matter  of  nourishment,  thoa  wilt  needs 
depend  upon  thy  Father's  Providence,  that  he  can  without  meao^ 
sustain  thee,  take  now  further  ttial  of  that  Providence,  in  thy  mi* 
racidous  preservation.  Cast  thyself  down  from  this  height.  Be- 
hold,  thou  art  here  in  Jerusalem,  the  famous  and  holy  City  of  the 
world.  Here  thou  art,  on  the  top  of  the  pinnacle  of  that  Temple, 
which  is  dedicated  to  thy  Father ;  and,  if  thou  be  God,  to  thyself. 
The  eyes  of  all  men  are  now  fixed  upon  thee.  Tliere  cannot  be 
devised  a  more  ready  way  to  spread  thy  gloiy  and  to  proclaim  thy 
Deity,  than  by  casting  thyself  headlong  to  the  earth.  AH  tlie 
world  will  say,  there  is  more  in  thee  than  a  man.  And  for  danger, 
there  can  be  none.  ^^^B.t  can  hurt  him,  that  is  the  Son  of  God  ? 
And  wherefore  serves  that  glorious  guard  of  angels,  which  hav^i 
by  divine  commission,  taken  upon  them  the  charge  of  thy  huma- 
nity ?  Since,  therefore,  in  one  act,  thou  mayest  be  both  safe  and 
celebrated,  trust  thy  Father,  and  those  thy  serviceable  spirits,  with 
thine  assured  pi^eservation  ;  Cast  thyself  iown J** 

And  why  didst  thou  not,  O  thou  Malignant  Spirit,  endeavour  to 
cast  down  my  Saviour,  by  those  same  presumptuous  hands^  that 
brought  him  up ;  since  the  descent  is  more  easy,  than  the  raisii^ 
up  ?  Was  it,  for  that  it  had  not  been  so  great  an  advantage  to 
thee,  that  he  should  fall  by  thy  means,  as  by  his  own  ?  Falling 
into  sin  was  more  than  to  fall  from  the  pinnacle.  Still,  thy  care, 
and  suit,  is,  to  make  us  autliors  to  ourselves  of  evil.  Thou  gainest 
nothing  by  our  bodily  hurt,  if  the  soul  be  safe.  Or  was  it  rather, 
ibr  that  thou  couldest  not  ?  I  doubt  not,  but  thy  malice  could  as 
well  have  served,  to  have  offered  this  measure  to  himself,  as  to  his 
holy  apostle  soon  after :  but  he,  that  bounded  thy  power,  tethers 
thee  snorter.  Tho^  couldest  not,  thou  canst  not  do,  wliat  thou 
wouldst.  He,  that  would  permit  thee  to  carry  him  up,  binds  thy 
bands  from  casting  him  down.  And  woe  were  it  for  us,  if  thou 
wert  not  ever  stinted. 

Why  did  Satan  carry  up  Christ  so  high,  but  on  purpose  that  his 
fall  might  be  the  more  deadly  ?  So  deals  he  still  with  us  ;  he  exato 
us,  that  we  may  be  dangerously  abased:  he  pufis  men  up  with 
swelling  thoughts  of  their  own  worthiness,  that  they  may  be  vile  in 
the  eyes  of  God,  and  fall  into  condemnation.  It  is  the  manner  of 
God,  to  cast  down,  that  he  may  raise ;  to  abase,  that  he  may  exalt: 
contrarily,  Satan  raises  up,  that  he  may  throw  down ;  and  intends 
nothing  but  our  dejection,  in  our  advancement. 

Heignt  of  place  gives  opportunity  of  temptation.  Thus  busy  » 
that  wicked  One,  in  working^  against  the  members  of  Christ.  » 
any  of  them  be  in  eminence  aSove  others,  those  he  labours  most  to 
rumate.  They  had  need  to  stand  fast,  that  stand  high :  there  0 
both,  more  danger  of  their  falling,  and  more  hurt  in  their  fall. 
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He,  that  had  presumed  thus  far,  to  t^xipt  the  Lord  of  Life, 
would  fiun  now  oare  him  also,  to  presume  upon  bis  Deity,    If' 
thou  be  the  Son  of  God y  cast  thyself  down. 

There  is  not  a  more  tried  ^aft  in  all  his  quiver,  than  this;  a 

Ersuasion  to  men,  to  bear  themselves  too  bold  upon  the  favour  of 
)d.  **  Thou  art  the  elect  and  redeemed  of  Grod  ;  sin,  because- 
grace  hath  abounded ;  sin,  that  it  may  abound.  Thou  art  safe 
enough,  though  thou  offend :  be  not  too  much  an  adversary  to 
thine- own  liberty."  False  Spirit !  it  is  no  liberty,  to  sin  ;  but  ser- 
vitude rather :  there  is  liberty ;  but,  in  the  n'eedom  from  sin. 
Every  one  of  us,  that  hath  the  nope  of  Sons,  must  purge  himself^ 
even  as  he  is  purey  that  hath  redeemed  us.  /fV  are  Bought  with  a 
priee,  therefore  must  we  glorify  God  in  our  body  and  spirits;  for* 
they  are  God*s,  Our  Sonship  teaches  us  awe  and  obedience ;  and 
therefore,  because  we  are  Sons,  we  will  not  cast  ourselves  down 
into  sin;  = 

How  idly  do  Satan  and  wicked  men  measure  God  by  tlie  crooked 
line  of  their  own  misconceit !  I  wis,  Christ  cannot  be  the  Son  of 
God,  unless  he  cast  himself  down  firom  the  pinnacle;  unless  he 
come  down  from  the  cross.  God,  is  not  merciful,  unless  he  honour 
them  in  all  their  desires;  not  just,  unless  Ik*  take  speedy  vengeance, 
where  they  require  it.  But  when  they  have  spent  their  folly  upon 
these  vain  imajrinattons,  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  though  he  stay 
on  the  top  of  ttie  temple :  God  wiM  be  merciful,  though  we  mis- 
canry  ;  and  just,  though  sinners  seem  lawless :  neither  will  he  be 
any  other  than  he  is,  or  measured  by  any  rule  but  himself. 
'  But  what  is  this  I  see  ?  Satan  himself,  with  a  Bible  under  his 
arm,  with  a  text  in  his  mouth.  It  is  written.  He  shall  give  his 
angels  charge  over  tke^?  Hdw,  still,  in  that  Wicked  One,  doth 
subtlety  strive  with  presrumption !  Who  could  not  but  over-won- 
der at  this,  rf  he  did  not  consider,  that,  since  the  Devil  dared  to 
touch  the  sacred  body  of  Christ  with  his  hand,  he  may  well  touch 
Ae  Scriptures  of  God  with  his  tongue  ?  Let  no  man  lienceforCb 
marval,  to  hear  heretics  or  hypocrites  quote  Scriptures,  when  Satan 
himself  hath  not  spared  to  cite  them.  What  are  they  the  worse  for 
Ais,  more  than  that  holy  body,  which  is  transported  ?  Some  have 
been  poisoned  by  their  meats  and  drinks ;  yet,  cither  these  nounsb 
us,  or  nothing. 

It  is  not  tTO  letter  of  the  Scripture,  that  can  carry  it ;  but  the 
sense:  if  we  divide  these  two,  we  prophane  and  abuse  that  word 
we  allege. 

And  wherefore  doth  this  foul  spirit  luge  a  text,  but  for  imita- 
tion, for  preventibn,  and  for  success  ?  Christ  hath  alleged  a 
Scripture  unto  him ;  he  realleges  Scripture  unto  Christ.  At 
leastwise  he  will  counterfeit  an  imitation  of  th6  Son  of  God.  Nei- 
ther is  it  in  this  alone  :  what  one  act  ever  passed  the  hand  of  God, 
which  Satan  did  not  apishly  attempt  to  second  ?  If  we  follow  Christ 
in  the  outwaid  action  witn  contrary  intentions,  we  follow  Satan  in 
following  Christ.  Or,  perhaps,  Satan  meant  to  make  Christ  hereby 
weary  of  this  weapon  :  as  we  see  fashions,  when  they  are  taken  up 
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of  the  unworthy,  are  cast  off,  by  th^  great.  It  vr^j,  dauhtlass,  one 
cause  way  Ciirist  afterward  forbade  Sie.  Devil  even  to  cop£es»  the 
truth,  bc^cause  his  mouth  was  a  glander«  But  chiefly  ^th  he  this, 
for  3,  better  colour  of  his  temptation.  He  gilds  over  this  false  ipetal 
with  Scripture,  tliat  it  may  pass  cmrreiit.  Even  iiovyr  is  Sa<taa  trails* 
fonued  into,  an  Angel  of  Light  j  and  will  seeih  gp4Jy>  for.  an^i^. 
chief.  If  hypocrites  make  a  fair  shew  to  deceive  w.ith  a  gtorious 
lii^tre  of  holiness,  wc  see  whence  thej' borrowed  it. 

How  many  thousand  souls  are  betraved  by  the  abuse  of  tliat 
word,  wbase  use  is  sovereign  and  saving !  No  devil  is  bo  aangecpu€i, 
.  as  ^h^  religious  devil.  If  goo^l  me^t  tufa  to  tiie  nourisbaieDt^  not 
of  )[)ature,  but  of  the  disease,  we  uiay  i}9t  ^rbear  to  feed  ^  hij|^  en- 
deavour to  purge  the  body  of  thotJc  evil  humours,  wliich  c^use  tlie 
stomach  to  work  against  itself.  O  God,  jthou,  that  ha^t  giv^n  u$ 
light,  give  us  clear  and  sound  eyes,  that  we  may  take  comfort  of 
tliat  light  thou  hast  given  us.  Thy  word  is  holy,  make  our  hearts^ 
so  'f  Aod  then  shall  they  find  that  word  not  more  trpe^  than  coardiaL 
Let  not.tliis  divinq  table  of  thine  be  made  a  snarp  to  oi^r  tiouis.^ 

What  can  be  a  better  act,  than  to  speak  Scripture  ?  It  wefe  a* 
wonder,  if  Satan  should  do  a  good  thing  well.  He  cites  Scriptuye 
then,  but  with  mutilation  and  distortion ;  it  comes  not-  out  pf  his 
mouth,  but  uaaimed  and  perverteil :  one  piece  is  left,  alt  misapplied* 
Those,,  that  wucst  or  mangle  Scripture  foy  their  own  turp^  it  is  easy 
to  see  from  what  school  they  come.  Let  us  take  the  wA>rd  J^rpoi 
the  author,  not  froa>  the  usurper.  David  would  not.dquht  to  «at 
that  sheep,  which  he  pulled  out  of  the  mputh  of  the  be^r  or  UqQiit  .  , 
He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee  :  Oh  coai£ortuble  as- 
surance of  our  protection  !  God's  children  never  go  ui^attendfi^ 
^ike  unto  great  princps,  wc  walk  ever  in  the  midst  of  our  guards 
though  invisible,  yet  true,  careful,  powerful.  What  cfc^UFes  ^jijre 
so  glorious  as  the  apgels  of  heaven  ?  yet  their  Ma^er  l^tb^  set 
them  to  serve  us.  Our  adoption  makes  us  at  once  gresit  and  safe* 
We  mav  be  contemptible  and  ignominious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  i  but  the  angels  of  God  observe  us  the  while,  and  scora  not 
to  wait  upon  us  in  our  homeliest  occasions.  7'he  suq  x>r  the  light 
may  we  keep  out  of  our  houses,  tlie  air  we  cannot ;  ipuch  losi^  thes^ 
,  spirits,  that  are  more  simple  and  immaterial..  No  walls,'  no  bolt9 
can  sever  them  from  our  sides  ;  they  accompany  us  in.  dungeons) 
they  go  with  us  into  our  exile.  How  can  we  either  fear  danger  or 
complain  of  solitariness,  while  we  liave  so  inseparable,  so  glorious 
companions  ? 

Is  our  Saviour  distasted  with  Scripture,  because  Satan  mislays  it 
in  bis  dish  ?    Doth  he  not  rather  snatch  this  sw^d  out  of  that  iav» 
pure  hand,  and  beat  Satan  with  the  w^a{)on  which  he  abusetb? 
It  is  W7;itien^  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God, 

The  Scripture  is  one,  as  that  God  whose  it  is.    Where  it  carric* 

an  appearance  of  diflficulty  or  inconvenience,  it  needs  no  lightj  tq 

clear  it,  but  that,  which  itliatl)  in  itself.    AH  doubu,  that  may  aris^ 

from  it,  arc  fully  answered  by  collation.  - 

\x.  is  true^  tliat  God  hath  taken  thi^  care,  and  given  this  cl^'g^t  ^ 
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his  own :  he  will  hare  them  kept,  not  in  tbeir  sins :  tfaey  may 
trust  hini ;  they  may  not  tempt  him :  he  meant  to  encourage  their 
faith ;  not  their  presumption.  To  cast  ourselves  upon  any  imme^ 
diate  Providence  when  means  fail  not,  is  to  disobey,  instead  of 
believing  God.  We  may  challenge  God  dn  his  word ;  we  may  not 
i>train  him  beyond  it :  we  may  make  account  of  what  he  promised; 
we  may  not  subject  his  promises  to  unjust  examinations;  and 
where  no  need  is,  make  trial  of  his  power,  justice,  mercy,  by 
devices  of  our  own. 

AU  the  devils  in  heQ  could  not  elude  the  force  of  this  divine 
answer:  and  now  Satan  sees  bow  vainly  he  tempteth  Christ  to 
tempt  God. 

Yet  again,  for  all  this,  do  I  see  him  setting  upon  the  Son  of 
God.  li^tah  is  not  foiled,  when  he  is  resisted.  Neither  Diffi^ 
dence  nor  Presumption  can  fasten  upon  Christ.  He  shall  be  tried 
with  Honour.  As  soifie  expert  fencer,  that  challenges  at  all  wea^ 
pons,  so  doth  his  great  enemy.  In  vain  shall  we  plead  our  skill  in 
some,  if  we  fail  in  any.  It  must  be  our  wbdoni,  to  be  prepared 
for  all  kind  of  assaults  ;  as  those,  that  hold  towns  and  forts,  do  not 
only  defend  tliemselves  from  incursions,  but  from  the  cannon  and 
the  pioneer. 

Still,  doth  tliat  subtle  Serpent  traverse  his  ground,  for  an  ad* 
vantage.  The  temple  is  not  high  enough  for  his  next  temptation ; 
he  therefore  carries  up  Christ  to  the  top  of  an  exceeding  high  moun- 
tain. All  enemies  in  pitched  fields  strive  for  the  benefit  of  the  hiil, 
or  river,  or  wind,  or  sun.  That,  which  his  servant  Balak  did  by 
his  instigation,  himself  doth  now  immediately ;  change  places,  in 
hope  of  prevailing.  If  the  obscure  country  will  not  move  us,  he 
tries  what  the  court  can  do ;  if  not  our  home,  the  tavern ;  if  not 
the  field,  our  closet.  As  no  place  is  left  free  by  bis  malice,  so 
no  place  must  be  made  prejudicial  by  our  carelessness ;  and,  as  we 
should  always  watch  over  ourselves,  so  then  most,  when  the  op- 
portunity carries  cause  of  suspicion. 

Wherefore  is  Christ  carried  up  so  high,  but  for  prospect  ?  If 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and  their  glory  were  only  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  imagination,  the  valley  would  have  served  ;  if  to  the 
outward  sense,  no  hill  could  suffice.  Circular  bodies,  thoueh 
small,  cannot  be  seen  at  once.  7'his  shew  was  made  to  both : 
divers  kingdoms,  lying  round  about  Judea,  were  represented  t^ 
the  eye ;  the  glory  of  them,  to  the  imagination.  Satan  meant  the 
eye  could  tempt  the  fancy,  no  less  than  the  fancy  ^ould  teioopt  the 
will.  How  many  thousand  souls  have  died  of  the  wound  of  the 
eye !  If  we  do  not  let  in  sin  at  the  window  of  the  eye  or  the  door 
of  the  ear,  it  cannot  enter  into  our  heaits. 

If  there  be  any  pomp,  majesty,  pleasure,  bravery,  in  the 
worki,  where  should  it  be,  but  in  the  courts  of  princes ;  whom 
God  hath  made  his  images,  his  deputies,  on  earth  ?  There  ate 
soft  raiment,  soitiptuous  feasts,  rich  jewels,  honourable  attend-*^ 
^nce,  glorious. triumplis,  royal  state:  these,  Satan  lays  out  to  ths- 
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fairest  shew.  But  oh  the  craft  of  that  Odd  Serpent !  Many  a  cai^ 
attends  greatness.  No  cr/own  is  vdthout  thorns.  High  aeats  are 
never  but  uneasy.  All  those  infinite  discontentments,  whicli  are 
the  shadow  of  «earthly  sovereignty,  he  hides  out  of  the  way  :  no- 
thing  may  be  seen,  but  what  may  both  please  and  allure.  Satan  is 
still  and  ever  like  himself.  If  temptations  might  be  but  turned 
about  and  shewn  on  both  sides,  the  kingdom  of  darkness  would 
not  be  so  populous.  Now,  whensoever  the  Tempter  sets  .upon  any 
poor  soul,  sdl  sting  of  conscience,  wrath,  judgment,  torment  is 
concealed,  as  if  they  were  not:  nothing  may  appear  to  the  eye 
but  pleasure,  profit,  and  a  seeming  bappinessjn  the  enioying  our 
desires.  Those  other  woeful  objects  are  reserved  for  the  farewell 
of  sill ;  that  our  misery  may  be  seen  and  felt  at  once.  Wlien  we 
are  once  sure,  Satan  is  a  tyrant ;  till  then,  he  is  a  parasite^  There 
paif  be  no  safety,  if  we  do  not  view  as  well  the  bacK  as  the  face  of 
temptations. 

But  oh  presumption  and  impudence,  that  hell  itself  may  be 
ashamed  of  1  The  Devil  dares  say  to  Christ,  ^11  these  will  1  give 
thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me.  That  beggarly  spi* 
rit,  that  hath  not  an  inch  of  earth,  can  offer  the  whole  world  to  the 
Maker,  to  the  Owner,  of  it.  The  slave  of  God  would  be  adored  of 
bis  Ci'eator.  How  can  we  hope  he  should  be  sparing  of  false  boasts 
and  of  unreasonable  promises  unto  us,  when  he  dares  offer  king* 
doms  to  Him,  by  whom  kings  reign  i  ■ 

.  Temptations  on  the  right  hand  ar^  most  dangerous.  How  many, 
that  have  been  hardened  with  fear,  have  melted  with  honour? 
There  is  no  doubt  of  that  soul,that  will  not  bite  at  the  golden  hook. 

False  lian  and  vainglorious  boasters  see  the  top  oi  their  pedi- 
eree;  if  I  may  not  rather  say,  tliat  Satan  doth  botTow  tlie  use  of 
their  tongues  for  a  time :  wnereas,  faithful  is  he  that  bath  pro- 
mised, mio  will  also  do  it.  Fidelity,  and  truth,  is  the  issue  of 
heaven*  . 

If  idolatry  were  not  a  dear  sin  to  Satan,  he  would  not  be  so  ioir 
portunate  to  ccnnpass  it.  It  is  miserable  to  see  how  fae  di&ws  the 
world  insensibly  into  this  sin,  which  they  profess  to  detest. 
Those,  that  would  rather  hazard  the  furnace,  than  worship  gold 
in  a  statue,  yet  do  adore  it. in  the  stamp,  and  find  no  fault  with 
themselves.  If  our  hearts  be  drawn  to  stoop  unto  an  over-high  re- 
su^ect  of  any  creature,  we  are  idolaters.  O  God,  it  is  no  marvel, 
it  thy  jealousy  be  kindled  at  the  admission  of  any  of  thine  own 
works,  into  a  competition  of  honour  with  their  Creator. 
'  Never  did  our  Saviour  say,  ^voidi  Stitan^  till  now.  It  is  a  just 
mdienatioO)  that  is  conceived  at  the  motion  of  a  riTolry  with  God. 
Neither  yet  did  Christ  exercise  his  divine  power  in  this  conunand, 
but,  by  the  necessary  force  of  Scripture,  drives  away  that  iinpure 
Tempter ;  It  is  writtet^  Thou  shalt  'worship  the  Lord  thy  w/» 
and  mn  only  shalt  thou  serve.  Tiie  rest  of  our  Saviour's  answ«f» 
were  more  full  and  direct^  than  that  they  could  admit  of  a  reply; 
hsa  this  was  so  fiat  and  absolute,  that  it  utterly  daunted  the  eou- 


nge  of  Satan,  and  put  him  to  a  shameful  flight,  ani  mtile  him  for 
the  time  weary  of  bis  trade. 

The'way  to  be  rid  of  the  trouble^me  soKcitalions  of  th«t  Wicked 
One,  is  continued  resistance.     He,  that  forcibly  drbfBthe  Temp* 
ter  from  himself,  takes  him  off  from  us,  and  will  not  ad>ide  his- as*" 
SMilts  perpetufil.    R  is  our  exeijpise  and  trial,  that  he  intends ;  tiot 
our  confuaion.  Matthew  iv.    Mark  t.  Luke  h. 
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As  the  sun,  in  his  first  rising,  draws  all  eyes  to  it ;  so  did  this  Sun 
of  Right^busness,  when  he  first  shone  forth  into  the  fmrld.  His 
miraculous  cures  drew  patients ;  his  divine  doctrine  drew  auditors  t 
both  together  drew  the  admiring  multitude,  by  troops,  after 
him.  And  why  do  we  nc^  still  foliow  thee,  O  Saviour,  through 
deserts  and  mountains,  over  land  and  seas,  that  w^  may  be  both 
healed  and  taught  ?  It  was  thy  word,  that,  when  thou  wert  lift  up> 
tbou  wouklst  draw  all  men  unto  thee :  behold,  thou  art  lift  up  long 
since,  both  to  the  tree  of  shame,  and  to  the  throne  of  heavenly 
glory ;  Draw  us^  and  we  shall  run  after  ihee^  Thy  word  is  still 
me  same,  though  proclaimed  by  men  ;  thy  virtue  is  still  the  same, 
though  exercised  upon  the  spints  of  men.  Oh  give  us  to  hunger 
aftei^  both,  that  by  both  our  souls  may  be  satisfiedi 

I  see  the  people,  not  only  following  Christ,  but  pfesidng  upoa 
him :  even  very  unmannerliness  finds  here,  both  excuse  and  ac- 
ceptation. They  did  not  keep  their  distances,  in  an  awe  to  the 
Majesty  of  tfie  Speaker,  while  they  were  ravished  with  the'power 
of  the  speech ;  yet  did  not  our  Saviour  check  their  unreverent 
throneing,  but  rather  encourages  their  forwardness.  We  oannot 
ofendthte,  O  God,  withdieimportunlty  of  our  desires.  It  likes 
thee  well,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  should  sufier  violence. 
Our  slackness  doth  ever  oisplease  thee ;  never,  Our  VBhemency . 

The  throng  of  auditors  foreed  Christ  to  leave  the  shore,  and  tp 
tnake  Peter's  ship  his  pulpit.  Never  were  there  such  nets  cast  out 
of  that  fisher-boat  before.  While  he  was  upon  the  land,  he  healed 
the  sick  bodies  by  his  touch ;  now  that  he  was  upon  the  sea,  he 
cured  the  sick  souls  by  his  doctrine ;  and  is  purposely  severed 
from  the  multitude,  that  he  may  unite  them  to  him.  He,  that 
made  both  sea  and  land,  causeth  both  of  them  to  coni^pire  to  the 
opportunities  of  doin^^ood. 

Simon  was  busy  washuig  his  nets.  Even  those  nets,  that  eattght 
nothing,  must  be  washed,  no  less  than  if  thev  bad  sped  well.  The 
night's  toil  doth  not  e^ccuse  his  day's  work.  Little  did  Simon  think 
of  leaving  Hho^  nets,  which  he  so  carefully  washed )  and  now 
Christ  interrupu  him,  with  d^e  Avour  and  btes^ing  of  h^  gracious 
presence.  Labour  in  our  calling,  how  homely  soever,  makes  us 
capable  of  divine  benediction. 

The  honest  ftshefman,  when  he  saw  tite  people  flock  afttfr 
Chfisit^  and  heardfiiim  «peak  wtft  such  pow<sr5  could  not  but  coa-» 
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ceive  a  gtoeid  and  confused  apprehensioti  of  sooie  excellent  worth 
in  such  a  teacher ;  and  therefore  is  gla4  to  honour  hi»  ship  with 
$uch  a  ^nest ;  and  is.  first  Christ's  host  by  sea,  ere  he  b  liis  disciple 
by  land.  An  humble  and  serviceable  entertainment  of  a  Prophet  of 
God,  was  a  good  foundation  of  his  future  honour.  He,  that  would 
so  easily  lend  Christ  his  hand  and  his  ship,  was  likely  soon  aftec  to 
be$tow  himself  upon  his  Saviour.  * 

Simon  hath  no  sooner  done  this  service  to  Christ,  than  Christ  is 
preparing  for  his  reward.  When  the  sermon  is  ended,  the  ship- 
room  shul  be  paid  for  abundantly ;  neither  shall  the  host  expect 
any  other  paymaster  than  himself  ^  Launch  forth  into  the  deep  ^  and 
let  down  your  nets  to  make  a  draught.  That  ship,  which  lent 
Christ  an  opportunity  of  catching  men  upon  the  shore,  shall  b^ 
re-quited  with  a  plentiful  draught  of  fish  in  the  deep. 

It  had  been  as  easy  for  our  Saviour,  to  have  brought  the  fish  to 
Peter's  ship,-  close  to  the  shore ;  yet,  as  chuaing  rather  to  have  the 
diip  carried  to  the  shoal  of  fish,  he  bida  Launch  forth  into  the  deep. 
In  nis  miracles,  he  loves  ever  to  meet  nature  in  her  bounds ;  and 
when  she  hath  done  her  best,  to  supply  the  rest  by  his  overruling 
power.  The  same  power  therefore,  that  could  have  caused  the 
nshes  to  leap  upon  dry  land,  or  to  leave  themselves  forsaken  of  the 
waters  upon  the  sands  of  the  lake,  will  rather  find  them  in  a  place 
natural  to  their  abiding ;  Launch  out  into  the  deep. 

Rather  in  a  desire  to  gratify  and  obey  bis  guest,  than  to  pleasure 
himself,  wUl  Simon  bestow  one  cast  or  his  net.  Had  Christ  en- 
joined him  a  harder  task,  he  had  not  refused ;  yet  not  without  ai^ 
allegation  of  the  unUkelihood  of  success,  Master,  we  have  travailed 
all  night,  and  caught  nothing ;  yet  at  thy  word,  I  will  let  down 
the  net.  The  night  was  the^  fittest  time,  for  the  hopes  of  their 
trade.  Not  unjustly,  might  Simon  misdoubt  his  speed  by  day, 
when  he  had  worn  out  the  night  in  Xmprofitable  labour.  Some- 
times, God  crosseth  the  fairest  of  our  expectations ;  and  gives  a 
blessing  to  those  times  and  means,  whereof  we  despair.  Tliat 
pains  cimnot  be  cast  away,  which  w^  resolve  to  lose  for  Christ* 

O  God,  how  many  do  I  see  castine  out  their  nets  in  the  great 
lake  of  tte  world,  which,  in  the  whote  night  of  their  life,  neve 
caught  nothing  ?  They  conceive  mischief,  and  bring  forth  iniqiuiy. 
They  hatch  cockatrice^  ^gg^i  ^^  weave  the  spider's  web:  he,  that 
eateth  of  their  eggs  diethi  and  that,  which  is  trodden  upon^ 
breaketh  out  into  a  serpent.  Their  webs  shall  be  ru>  garments  ; 
neither  shall  they  cover  themselves  with  their  labours,  O  ye  sons 
of  man,  how  long  will  ye  love  vanity,  ^and follow  after  lies  ? 

.Yet  if  we  have  thus  vainly  mis-spent  the  time  of  our  darkness>let 
us,  at  the  command  of  Christ,  cast  out  our  oew-washen  nets :  our 
hiunble  and  penitent  obedience  shall  come  home  ladeoa  with  bless- 
ings«  And  when  they  had  so  done,  they  inclosed  a  great  multitude 
of  fishes^  so  that  their  net  brake.  . 

What  a  difference  there  is,  betwixt  our  own  voluntary  acts  and 

those  that  are  done  upon  conunand ;  not  more  in  the  ffnouads  of 

.tJ)em>  than  in  th«  iasoe !  t]H>se  are  of ttime^  f nijitles»  i  va/^t  ^^ 
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aiceettful.  Neter  man  threw  out  bis  net  at  the  wofd  of  his  Saviour, 
jftod  drew  it  back  empty.  Who  would  not  obey  thee,  O  Cbrist^- 
since  thou  dost  so  bountifully  requite  our  weakest  services  ? 

It  was  not  mere  retribution^  t^at  was  intended  in  this  event,  but 
instruction  also.  This  act  was  not  without  a  mystery.  He,  that 
should  be  made  a  fisher  of  men,  shall  in  this  draught  foresee  his  suc- 
cess. The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  drtrw-net  cast  into  the  sea, 
which  J  when  it  isftdly  men  drarjo  to  land.  The  very  first  draught, 
that  Peter  made,  after  the  complement  of  his  apostleship,  enclosed' 
no  less  tbanthree  thousand  souls.  O  powerful  Gospel,  that  can 
fetch  sinful  men  from  out  of  the  depths  of  aatural  corruption ! 
O  happy  souls,  that,  from  the  blind  and  muddy  ceUs  of  our 
wicked  nature,  are  drawn  forth  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the- sons 
of  God! 

Simon's  net  breaks  with  the  store.  Abundance  is  s(wietimes  no 
less  troublesome  than  want.  The  net  should  have  held,  if  Christ- 
had  not  meant  to  overcharge  Simon,  both  with  .blessing  attd  ad- 
miratiofi.  How  happily  is  that  net  broken,  whose  rupture  draws 
die  fisher  to  Christ ! 

Though  the  net  brake,  yet  the  fish  escaped  not.  He,  that- 
brought  them  thither  to  be  taken,  held  them  diere  till  they  were' 
takeh. 

They  beckoned  to  their  partners  in  the  other  skip^  that  they 
should  come  and  help  them.  There  are  other  ships  in  partnership 
with  Peter :  he  doth  not  'fish  all  the  lake  alone.  There  cannot  b0 
a  better  improvement  of  society ,.  than  to  help  us  gain ;  to  relieve- 
OS  in  oar  profitable  labours;  to  dvaw  |ip  the  spiritual  draught  into 
the  vessel  of  Christ  and  his  Church.  Wherefore  hath  God  given- 
us  partners,'  but  that  we  should  beckon  to  them  for  their  aid 'in 
our  necessary  occasions  i 

Neither  doth  Simon  slacken  his  hand,  because  he  hadasmtants/ 

What  shall  we  say  to  those  la^y  fishers,  who  can  set  others  to  the 

drag,  wiiile  themselves  look  on  at  ease ;  caring  only  to  feed  them-' 

aeives  with  the  ,fish,  not  willing  to  wet  their  hands  with  the  net  t     < 

What  shall  we  say  to  this  excess  of  gain  ?  The  nets  break,  the 

ships  sink  with  their  burden.     Oh  happy  complaint  of  toa  lai^  a 

capture  !  O  Ssrviour,  if  those  apostolical  vessels  of  thy  first  rigging' 

were  thus  overlaid,  ours  float  and  totter  with  a  ballasted  liehtness. 

Thou,  who  art  no  less  present  in  these  bottoms  of  ours,  laae  them 

with  an  equal  fraught  of  converted  souls,  and  let  us  praise  thee  for 

thus  sinking,  .       /•' 

Simon  was  a  skilful  fisher,  and  knew  well  the  depth  of  his  trader 

and  now  perceiving  more  than  art  or  nature 'in  this  draught,  he 

falls  down  at  the  knees  of  Jesus,,  ^ying.  Lord,  go  from  me,  for 

I  am  a  sififtU  man*   .  Himself  is  caught  in  this  n^t.    He  doth  not 

greedily  fall  upon  so  unexpected  and  profitable  a  booty,  but  htf 

turns  his  eyes- from  the  draught  to  himself ,  &om  this  act  to  the  Att-* 

thor,  acknowledging  vileness  in  the  one,  in  the  other  IV^jesty  a 

Go  from  me,  Lord,  for  J  am  a  sinful  man, 

.  It  had  bem  pity  the  honest  fishennaii  should  have  been  taken  el 
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hi«  word.  O  SinN>D#  thy  SftTioar  is  come  into  tbtne  own  shipta  call 
thee,  to  oall  others  by  thee  tint^  blesaedtiisss ;  andl  dost  thou  saj» 
Lordj^  gojrcm  mef  As  if  the  patient  should  say  to  the  physician, 
**  D^art  from  me,  for  I  am  sick."  .  It  was  the  voice  of  astonish- 
ilieAt,  not  of  dislike;  the  yoice  or  faunulity^  not  of  discontent^ 
n^^t:  yea,  because  thou  art  a  sinful  tnan,  therefore  hath  thy 
Saviour  need  to  come  to  thee,  to  stay  with  thee ;  and  because  thou 
art  humble  in  the  acknowledgment^  of  thy  sinfukiosay  therefore 
Christ  delights  tx>  abide  with  thee^  and  wiU  call  the^  to  abide  with 
him*  Nomanev^r  hxtd  the  worsci  for  abasing  himself  to  his  God, 
Christ  hath  left  mnny  a  soul  for  froward  and  unkind  usage ;  never 
any  I  for  the  disparagement  of  itself,  and  entreaties  of  humility^ 
Simon  tould  not  devise  how.  to  hold  Christ  faster,  than  by  thus 
suing  to  him  to  be  gone,  than  by  thus  pleading  his  unworthiness. 
O  my  woAf  b^  not  weary  of  complaimng  of  mine  own  wretched* 
IIM»  lEMsgrace  thydelf  to  hiili,  that  knows  thy  rilenesa.  Be  astoo- 
ished  at  tMae  Aiercies,  wliich  have  shamed  thine  ill  deservings. 
Thy  Saviour  hakk  no  pawer  to  go  away  from  a  prostrate  bewt. 
He,  that  resists  the  proud,  heartens  the  lowly:  riar  noi^J^rl 
wiU  make  that  kenecjhrih  afishtr  of  men.  Lo,  this  hunulity  is  re* 
warded  with  an  apostleddp..  What  had  the  earth  ever  more  glori- 
ous, than  a  legacy  from  heaven?  He,  that  bade  Christ  go.  from 
him,  sbAU  have-  the  honour  to  go  first  on  thi^  hi^py  ernuid.  This 
waaatvade,  that  Simon  had  no  skill  of:  it  could  not  but  be  enough 
X»  lum,  that  Christ  said,  /  wiU  make  thet ;  the  miracle  shewed 
km  able  to  mnke  ^ood  his  word.  He,  that  hath  power  to  com^ 
lOMdtlie  fishes  to  bo  taken,  can  easily  enabte  the  hands  to  take 
cheuK 

.  .What  is  ^is  divine  trade  of  ours  then,  but  a  stiiritual  piacation  7 
The  world  is  a  sea.  Souls,  like  fishes,  swim  at  liberty  in  this  cleep.^ 
The  nelaof  wholesome  doctrine  draw  up  some  to  the  sl^ore  of  grace 
and  gloryi  How  muoh  skill,  and  tiHl,  and  patience,  is  requisite 
in  tms  art !  Who  is  sufficient  f^r  these  things  ?  This  sea,  these 
nets,  the  fidhers,  the  fish,  the  vessels  are  all  tbine^  O  God.  Do- 
what  thou  wilt,  in  us  and  by  us.  Give  us  ability  and  grace  to 
tske  I.  gm,  men  will  and  grace  to  be  taken ;  and  take  thou  gk>ry. 
hjr  that|  which  thou  hast  given.  Luke  o. 

.  THE  MARRIAGE  IN  CANA. 

Was  this  then  th^  first  miracle,  O  Saviour,  that  thou  wroughtest 
m  Cwa  of  Galilee  ?  And  could  there  be  a  greater  miracle  than 
this: ;  that,  having  been  thirty  years  upon  earth,  thou  did;?!  nottii- 
twle  till  now  ?  that  thy  Divinity  did  hide*  itself  thus  long  in  flesh  ? 
ttiat  so  long  thou  wouW^  lie  obscure  in  a  corner  of  Galilee ;  ttn- 
kik>wn  to  that  world,  thou  earnest  to  redeem  f  that  so  long  thou 
WnUdst  strtitn  th^  pataent  expectation  of  those,  who,  ever  nnce 
thy  Star,  waited  upon  the  revelation  of  a  Messiah?  We  silly 
■Wretches,  if  we  have  but  a  dram  of  virtue,  are  ready  to  set  it  <wt 
to  the  i^eW  lihew  j  thou,  wha  reeewedst  not  the  Sfini  by  fneasurf^ 
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proakkt  ctMmt  thyself  with  a  willing  obscurity ;  and  eonoeslecbt 
that  povver,  that  nuKle  the  world,  in  the  roof  of  a  human  bresuit,  in 
a  M>ttag^  of  Nasareth.  O  Saviour,  none  of  thy  miraclea  is  more 
worthy  of  astonishment,  than  thy  not  doing  of  miracles. 

What  thou  didst  in  nrivkte,  thy  wisdom  thought  fit  for  secresy ; 
but  if  thy  Bkeaed  Mother  had  jivt  been  acquainted  with  some  dfo- 
mestical  wonders,  she  had  not  now  expected  a  miracle  abroad. 
The  atam  aro  not  seen  by  day ;  the  sun  itself  is  not  seen. by  night. 
As  it  is  no  sm^  art,  to 'hide  art ;  so  is  it  no  small  glory,  t^  con- 
ceal glory. 

Thy  Mst  public  miraele  graceth  a  Marriage.  It  is  an  ancieiit 
and  laudable  ioscitutioo,  that  the  rites  of  miitrimony  should  hot 
want  a  solemn  celebration.  When  are  feasts  in  season,  if  not  at 
thejrecovery  of  our  lost  rib ;  if  not  at  this  main  change,  of  our 
estate,  wherein  the  joy  of  obtaining  meets  with  thue  hope  of  fur- 
ther comforts  i  The  Son  of  the  Vusgin,  and  the  Mother  of  thid: 
Son,  are  bf>th  at  a  wedding.  It  was  in  all  likelihood  some  of  their 
kindred,  to  whose  nuptialfeast  they  wei'e  invited  so  far ;  yet  was 
it  more  the  honour  of  the  act,  than  of  the  person,  that  Christ  iDf- 
tended.  He,  that  made  the  first  marriage  in  Paradise,  bestows 
his  first  miracle  upon  a  Galilean  'marriage.  He,  that  was  the  Au^- 
thor  of  matrimony  and  sanctified  it,  doth,  by  his  holy  presence, 
honour  the  sesemblance  of  his  eternal  union  with  his  Churph.  How 
boldly  may  we  spit  in  the  faces  of  a)l  the  impure  adversaries  of 
wedlock,  when  the  Son  of  God  pleases  to  lioaour  it ! 

The  glorioni  Bridegroom  of  the.  Churdi  knew  weU,  how  ready 
men  would  be  to  place  ^hame,  even  in  the  most  lawful  oonjunc* 
tkms ;  «nd  ther^re  his  first  work  shall  be,  to  countenance  his  own 
ardinance.  Happy  is  that  wedding,  where  Christ  is  a  guest.  O 
fiavioiir,  thoseV^that  marry  in  the^,  cannot  marry  without  thee. 
There-is  no  holy  marriage,  whereat  thou  art  not  (howeverinvisw 
Ue,  yet)  truly  present  by  thy  Spirit,  by  thy  graoious  benediction. 
Thou  makest  marriages  in  heaven ;  thoL\  blessest  them  fircHti 
heaven.  O  thou,  that  hast  betrothed  us  to  tliyself  in  truth  and 
rigfaiieousness,  do  thou  consummate  that  happy  marriage  of  oiub 
in  the  highest  heavens. 

It  was  no  rich  or  sumptuous  bridal,  to  which  Christ,  widi  his 
mother  and  dispiples,  vouchsafed  to  come,  from  the  further  parts 
of  Galilee,  I  find  him  not  at  the  magnificent  feasts  or  triumphs  of 
the  greatl  The  proud  pomp  of  the  worid  did  not^iigree  with  die 
atate  of  a  servaiit, 

This  poor  needy  Bridegrooob  wants  drink  for  his  guests.  The 
Blessed  Virgin,  though  a  stranger  to  the  house,  out  of  a  charitable 
compassion  and  a  friendly  desire  to  maintain  the  decency  of  a 
hospitable  entertainment,  inquires  into  the  wants  of  her  host;  pities 
thein;  bemoans  them,  wberie  diere  was  power  of  redress :  fVhen 
the  wine  faiUdy  the  Tnother  of  JesHs  said,  tmto.  him,  Thof  hsuoe  no 
trine-.  How  wdl  doth  it  beseem  the  eyes  of  piety  and  Christiaii 
We,  to  look  into  the  necessities  of  oUiers  1  She,  that  conceiyec^ 
the  God  of  Mercies  both  in  her  heart  amd  ii>  her  womb,  doth  iiot 
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fix  beTvteyesupoit  bet  own  trencher ;  but  searcbeCih  into  the  peniiirjr 
of  a  poor  Israelite ;  and  feels  those  wants,  whereof  he  comptaiiui 
mot.      They '  are  made  for  themselves,  whose  thoughts  are  only 
taken  up,  with  their  own  store  or  indigence. 

There  was  wine  enough  for  a  meal,  though  not  for  a  feast ;  and 
if ahere  were  not  wine  enough,  there  was  enough  water:  yet  the 
Holy  Virgin  complains  of  the  want  of  wine,  and  id  troubled  with 
the  very  lack  of  superfluity.  The  bounty  of  our  God  reaches  not 
to  our  life  only,  but  to  our  conteiitinent :  neither  hath  he  thought 
good  to  allow  us  only  the  bread  of  sufficiency,  but  sometimes  of 
pleasure.  One  while  that  is  but  nece^ry ,  which  some  other  time 
were  superfluous.  It  is  a  scrupulous  injustice  to  scaot  ourselves^ 
Wheitf  God  hath  been  liberal. 

To  whom  should  we  complain  of  any  want,  bqt  to.  the  Maker 
and  Giver  of  all  things  i  The  Blessed  Virgin  knew  to  whom  she 
sued.  She  had  good  reason  to  know  the  Divine  na6um  and  power 
of  her  Son.  Perhaps,  the  Bridegroom  was  not  so  needy,  but,  if 
not  by  his  purse,  yet  by  his  credit,  he  might  have  supplied  that 
want ;  or,  it  were  hard  if  some  of  the  neighbour-guests,  had  th^ 
been  duly  solicited,  might  not  have  furnished  him\\yith  so  much 
wine,  as  might  suffice,  for  the  last  service  of  a  dinner.  But  Blessed 
Mary  knew  a  nearer  way :  she  did  not  think  best  to  hde  at*  the 
shaillow  channel,,  but  runs  rather  to  the  welUhead,  where  she  may 
dip  and  fill  the  firkins  at  once  with  ease.  It  may  be,  she  saw  that 
the  train  of  Christ,  which  unbidden  followed  unto  that  feast  and 
unexpectedly  added  to  the  number  of  the  guests,  ought  help  for- 
ward that  defect,  and  therefore  she  justly  solicits  her  son  JEstrs  foe 
a*  supply. '  Whether  we  want  breads  or  water,  or  wine,  necessa* 
Ties  or  comforts,  whither  should  we  run,  O  Saviour,  hut  to  that 
infinite  munificence  of  thine,  which  neither  denietanor  uphraideth 
any  thing  ?  We  cannot  want,  we  cannot  abound,  hut  from  thee. 
.Give  us  wht  thou  wilt,  so  thou  give  i|s  contentment  wA  what 
thou  givest. 

But  what  is  |:his  I  hear  i  A  sharp  answer  to  the  suit  of  a  mother  j 
O  woman  J  what  have  I  to  dv  with  thee  ?  He,  whose  sweet  nuld*. 
nessand  mercy  never  sent  away  any  suppliant  discontented,  doth 
he  only  frown  upon  her,  timt  bare  him  t  He,  that  commands  us  to 
faonqur  father  and  mother,  doth  he  disdain. her,  whose  flesh  he 
took  i  God  forbid.  Love,  and  duty,  doth  not  exempt  parents 
from  due  a4monition.  She  solicited  Christ,  as  a  mother ;  he  an- 
swers her,  as  a  woman.  If  she  were  the  mother,  of  his  flesh,  his 
deity  was  eternal.  8he  might  not  8o.,remehiber  herself  to  be  a  mo- 
ther, that  she  should  forget  she  was  a  woman ;  nor  so  look  upon 
Iiim'as  a  son>  thht  she  should  not  regard  him  a  .  God.  He  was 
so  obcidient  to  her  as  a  mother,  that  withal  abe  must  obey  hixQ  as 
her  God.  That  party  which Ite. took  fsom  her,  shall  observe  her; 
she  must  observe  that  nature,  which  came  from  above,  and  made 
her  both  a  woman  and  a  mother.  Matter  of  mimcle  concerned  the 
Godhead  only :  supernatural  things  were  above  the  sphere  of  fleshly 
relation.  •  Jf  inowi  the  Blessed  Virgin-  will  be  prescribing  either 
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time  or  ibnn'iisko-Dmiie  airts,  O  wmfutrtf  itikat'  hanel  do  with 
iheef  My  hour  is  not  come.  In  all  bodilj  actionrhis  stile  was,  O 
motAcr;  in  spiritaal  and  heavefihr,  Owomun.  Neither  ia  it  for 
QSy  in  ,the  holy  s^iSsm  of  God,  to  know  anV  feces ; '  yea,  if  wte  hmoe- 
known  Christ  hci^eto/ore  uecording  to.  ihefieskj  henceforth  krum  we 
hhn  so  no  more. 

O  Blessed  Virgin,  if,  in  that  heavenly  glory  wherein  thou  art 
ihoQ  canst  take  notice  of  these  earthly  thing{r,  with  what  indigna- 
tion dost  thou  look  upon  the  presumptaous  snperBtition  xif  vain* 
aien,  whose  suits  make  thee  n>ore  than  a  solicitor  of  divine  f^ 
voms !  Thy  batpamty  ia  not  lost  in  thy  motherhood,  nor  in  tlr^ 
^brv.  The  respects  of  nature  reach  not  so  high  as  Heaven.  It  is' 
iar  horn  tbee,  to  abide  that  honour,  which  is  stolen  from  thy  Bar 


There  is  a  onRriaos/  whereto  we  are  invited ;  yea,  wherciif  isd 
are  already  interestra,  not  as  the*  guests  only,  bia^'aa  tiie  bride ;  ivi 
whJoh  there  shall  be  no  wantof  the  wine  of  gbdnesa.-  It  is. marvel^ 
if,  in  these  earthly  banquets^,  these  be  hot  sooaeJack.  Jn  'thy  pre-* 
senee,  O  Savioiir,  /A«r<f  is  fulness  of  joy ;  and.  ai  thy  right  hAd^ 
ere.jdeasure^  for  evermore,  Blessed  arc  they^  ths^  inre-emUedto  the 
fnarriage^upper  of  the  Lamb,  j 

Even  in  that  rougti  answer,  dodb  the  Blessed  Virgin  descry  cuistt 
of  hope.  If  his  hour  were  not  yet  come,  it  was  therefore  coaungl> 
When  the  expectation  of  the  quests  and  the  necessity  of*  the  ooca* 
noo  had  made  fit  room  for  the  miracle,  it  shall  come  forth  93^ 
challenge  their  wcmder.  Faithfully  therefore  and' observanily,  doth 
^  turn  her  speech  firom  her  Son  to.  the  iraitArs ;  Whaisoeven  he 
saith  vmto  yoii^  do  it.  How  well  doth  it  beseem  the  mother  ei 
Christ,  to  jjgree  with  his  Father  in  Heaven^  whose  voice  from  hea* 
reassid,  Jnis  is  ny  wellJ^laved  Son^  hear,  him  J  •  She,  that  said 
of  herself.  Be  it  unto  me  according  to  thy  xpordy-  siiys  unto  ot|ien^ 
Whatsoever  he  saith  toyoui^  do  it,  Thiii'is  die  way  to  have  mirackft 
TH'ought  in  us,  obedience  to  his  word. 

The  power  of  Christ  did  not  stand  upon  their  officioiisness:  .he 
could  have  wrought  wonders  in  spite  of  them ;  but  their  peryuse^ 
refusal  of  his  commands  might  have  made  them  uncapable  of  tbor 
favour  of  a  miraculous  action.  He,  that  can,  when^he  will,  coif^' 
rince  the  obstinate,  will  not  grace  the  disobedient.  He,  that 
couM  work  without  us,  or  against  us,  will  not  work  for  us,  but  by  us. ' 

This  very  poor  house  was  furnished  with  many  and  laive  vesseb. 
fer  outward  purification  :  as  if  sin  had  dwelt  upon  the  win,  that* 
superstitious  people  sought  holiness  in  frequent  washings.  Even 
dns  rinsing  fpoled  them,  with  the  uncleanness  of  a  traditional  will^ 
voisliip.  it  is  the  soul,  which  needs  scouring ;  and  nothiiig  can* 
wa^  tiiat,  but  the  blood,  which  they  desperately  wished  upon 
themselves  and  their  children,  for  guilt,  not  for  expintion.  Purge 
thou. us,  O  Lord,  with  hyssops  and  we  shall  he  clean;  wash  us,. 
snd  we  shall  be  whiter  than  snow. 

The  waiters  could  not  but  think  strange  of  so  unseasonable  a 
commaiid,  Fill  the  water  pots.  •*  It  is  wine,  that  we  want :  what 
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do  we' go  to  fotch  wkter  i  I>)th  this  hoiyiniftir  iiie^s  tins  to  qnenolf 
our  feast,  and  cool  onr  stomachs  ?  If  there  be  no  remedy,  we  could 
have  sought  this  supf^y  unbidden***  Yet,  so  far  hath  the  charge  cf 
Christ'i^  mother  prenuied,  that,  instead  of  carrying  flagons  of  wiao 
to  the  table,  they  go  to  fetch  oaiis  fall  of  water  f^ita  the  qistemsi 
It  is  no  pleading  of  unlikelihoods^  against  the  commaod  of  an 
Almighty  power. 

He,  that  eouid  have  created  wine  immediately  in  those  vesBeb; 
will  rather  t«m  water  into  wine.  In  all  the  course  of  fais  mirades 
Ldo  newr  find  him  making  ought  of  nothing :  ali  his  g^reat  wcarks 
are  grounded  upon  former  existencies.  He  mnlttpKcid  the  breads 
be  cnanged  the  water,  he  restored  the  withered  lintbs^  he  raised  the 
dead;  and  still  wrought  upon  that  which  was,  and  did  n«t  make 
that  which  wa3  not.  What  doth  he,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  nature, 
hot  turn  the  wstery  jtuoe,  thsut  avises  up  from  tba  toot,  into  wine  ? 
He  will  only  do  this  now  suddenly  and  at  doce,  which'  he  doth 
umially  by  sensible  degtoes.  It  is  0ver  duly  observed  by  the  Son  of 
God,  not  to  do  more  miracle  diaii  bd  needs. 

How  liberal  ate  the  provisions  of  Christ  I  If  he  had  tumedimt 
on6  of  those  vessels,  it  had  joeen  a  just  proof  of  hie  power ;  and 
perhaps  that  quantity  had  served  the  present  necesaity:  now,  he 
nirobbeth  tiiem  with  so  inuch  wine,  as  would  h»re  served  a  ban* 
died  and  fifty  guests,  for  an  entire  feast.  Even  the  noeasure  mag^ 
nifiesat  once  tK»th  fais  power  and  mercy,  The  munificent  hand  of 
Godregarda  not  our  ntod  onfy,  but  our  honest  afluenoe.  It  is  ouv 
sfai  and  onr  ^me,  if  we  turn  his  favour  into  wantonness. 

Thei«  must  be  first  a  filling,  ere  there  be  a  dvawmgioiit.  Thus, 
IB  our  vessels,  the- first  care  must  be' of  our  teceipt ;  the  next,  of 
our  expence.  God  wniuld  have  uscmiems,  not  channds. 

Oilr  Saviour  would  not  be  Ms  6wn  tasfidr,  but  he  sends  the  fixst 
drin^  to  the  Gavemor  of  the  Feast.  He  knew  bis  own  powers 
Aey  did  not.  Neither  would  he  bear  witness  of  hinwif,  but  fetch  it 
out  of  others^  piouths. 

'  They,  diet  knew  ncift  theorigind  of  that  wine,  yet  praised  the 
tMte ;  JBvery  man  at  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  g9od  wine ;  and 
when  men  hcne  well  drtmky  then  that  which  is  worse  ;  iat  thouhast 
knttht  good  wine  until  4i<f».'  The  same  bounty,  that -expressed  it^ 
self  in  ti^  quantity  of  the  wine,  shews  itself  no  less  in  the  excels 
lence.  Nothing  can'fell  from  that  Divine  hand,  ntit  exquisite.  Thsl 
lib«ality  hated  to  provide  crab^wine  for  his  guests:  It  was  fity  that 
the  n^raculous  efiects'of  Christ,  which  came  froin  his  nnmeckata 
hand,  should  be  more  perfect  than  the  natural.  O  Blessed  Saviour, 
how  ddicate  is  that  new  wine,  which  we  shall  one  day  drink  i^h 
thee,  in  tJh^  Father's  kingdom !  Thou  shalt  torn  this  water  of  our 
earthly  affliction  into  that  wine  of  gladness  *  wherewith  our  souls 
shall  he  satiate  for  ever.  Make  haste^  O  my  Behvedy  and  be  iheu 
Hie  to  a  roe,  or  to  a  young  harty  upon  the  maimtams  of  ^iees. 
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THE  GOOD  CENTURION, 


ErfiN  the  bloody  tnule  of  war  yielded  worthy  clients  to  Chifisi* 
This  Roaian  capta^i  1)^  learnecf  to  believe  in  that  Jesus,  whom 
maoy  Jews  despised.  No  nation,  no  trade,  can  shut  out  a  good 
heart  from  God.  If  he  were  a  foreigner  for  bijrth,  yet  he  was  a  do- 
mestic in  heart.  He  isould  not  change  his  blood ;  be  could  overrule 
his  affeetions.  He  loved  that  nation,  which  was  chosen  of  God  i 
and,  if  he  were  not  of  the  synagogue,  yet  he  built  a  synagogue.; 
whore  h^  mi^ht  npt  be  a  party,  he  wouia  be  a  benefactor.  Next  to 
being  good,  is  a  favoiiring  of  goodness.  We  could  not  love  r^^it 
Ugioii,  if  we  utterly  waul  it. 

How  many  true  Jews  were  not  so  zealotts  I  Either  will  or  ability 
lacked  in  them,  whom  duty  more  obliged.  Good  affections  do  tnany 
times  more  than  supply  nature.  Neither  doth  God  regard  wheoee^ 
kttt  what,  we  are.  • 

I  do  not  see  thb  Centurion  come  to  Cnrist,  as  the  Israelitish  oafh 
tain  came  to  JCIijah  in  Carmel ;  but  with  his  cap  in  his  head,  with 
much  suit^  much  submission  ;  by  others,  by  himself.  He  sends  first 
the  eiders  of  the  Jews,  whom  he  might  hope  that  their  nation  and 
j^oe  might  make  graeious ;  then,  kst  the  employment  of  otheni 
ittgbt  argue  neglect,  he  seconds  them  in  person.  Cold  and  fruit^ 
less  are  the  motions  of  friends,  where  we  do  wilfully  shut  up  our 
own  lips.  Importumty  cannot  but  speed  well  in  both.  Could  we 
but  speak  for  ourselves,  as  this  captain  did  for  his  servant,  what 
could  we  possibly  Want  i  What  marvel  is  it,  if  God  be  not  for- 
ward to  give,  where  We  care  not  to  ask  ;  or  ask,  as  if  we  oared  noi 
to  receive  ? 

Shall  We  yet  call  this  a  suit,  or  a  complaint }  I  hear  no  one  word 
of  entreaty.  The  less  »  said,  the  more  is  oonocaled :  it  is  enoughf 
to  lay  open  his  want.  He  knew  well,  that  he  had  to  deal  with  sd 
wise  ana  merciful  a  physician,  as  that  the  opening  o£  tdie  malady 
was  a  craving  of  cure.  If  our  spiritual  miseries  l^  but  confessea^ 
thev  cannot  foil  of  redress. 

Great  variety  of  suitors  resorted  to  Christ.  One  comes  td  him 
fior  a  son;  another,  for  a  daughter;  a  third,  for  himself:  I  sea 
none  come  for  his  servant,  but  mis  one  Centurion:  Neither  was  ha 
a.  better  man,  than  a  master.  His  servant  is  sick  :  he  doth  not  dtive 
him  out  of  dibors,  but  lays  him.  at  home ;  neither  doth  he  stand 
gazii^  by  his  bed*$  side,  but  seeks  forth :  he  seeks  forth,  not  te 
witchfis  or  charmers,  but  to  Christ :  he  seeks  to  Christ,  not  with  a 
fadiionable  relation,  but  with  a  vehement  aggravation,  of  the 
disease.  Had  the  master  been  sick,  the  faithfullest  servant  couU 
have  done  no  more.  He  is  unwortliy  to  be  well  served,  that  will 
not  sometimes  wait  upon  his  followers.  Conceits  of  inferiority  mar 
not  breed  in  us  a  neglect  of  charitable  offices.  So  must  we  look 
<k)wn  upon  our  servants  here  on  eaxth,  as  that  we  must  still  look  u^ 
10  our  Master  which  is  in  Heaven. 

But  why  didst  thou  not,  O  Centurion,  rather  bring  thy  servant 
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to  Christ  for  cure,  than  sue  for  him  absent  ?  There  was  a  paralytic, 
whom  faith  and  charity  brought  to  our  Saviour,  and  let  clowii 
through  the  uncovered  roof  in  nis  bed :  why  was  not  thine  so  car- 
pied,  so  presented  ?  Was  it  out  of  the  strength  of  thy  faith,  which 
assured  thee,  thou  neededst  not  shew  thy  servant  to  him,  that  saw 
all  things  ?  One  and  the  same  grace  may  yield  contrary  eflS^cts, 
They,  because  they  believed,  brought  the  patient  to  Christ;  thou 
broughte^t  not  thine  to  him,  because  thou  believedst.  Their  act  ar- 
gued no  less  desire  ;  thine,  more  confidence.  Thy  labour  was  less, 
because  thy  fiiith  was  more. 

Oh  that  I  could  come  thus  to  my  Saviour;  and  make  such 
moan  to  him  for  my^lf,  **  Lord,  my  soul  is  sick  of  unbelief,  sick 
of  selflove,  sick  of  inordinate  desires."  I  should  not  need  to  say 
more.  Thy  mercy,  O  Saviour,  would  no^  then  stay  by  for  my 
suit,  but  would  prevent  me,  as  here,  witb  a  gmciou3  engagement, 
/  will  eoifrve  arui  heal  ihee, 

I  did  not  hear  the  Centurion  say,  either,  "  Come,"  or,  ♦*  Heal 
him  :^^  the  one,  he  meant,  tJiough  he  said  not ;  the  other,  he  nei- 
tiier  said  nor  meant.  Christ  overgi  ves  both  his  words  and  intentions. 
It  is  the  manner  of  that  Divine  munificence,  where  he  qieets  with 
a  faithful  suitor,  to  give  more  than  is  requested ;  to  give,  when  he 
is  not  requested.  The  very  insinuations  of  our  necesBities  are  no 
less  violent  than  successnil.  We  think  the  measnre  of  human 
bounty  runs  over,  when  we  obtain,  but  what  we  ask  with  impor* 
tunity  :  that  infinite  goodness  keeps  within  bounds,  when  it  over«r 
flows  the  desires  of  our  hearts. 

As  he  said,  so  he  did.  The  word  of  Christ  either  is  his  act,  or 
concurs  with  it.  He  did  not  stand  still  when  he  said,  /  will  come; 
but  he  went,  as  he  spake.  When  the  Ruler  entreated  him  for  bis 
son,  C&nie  dvxn  >ert  he  die,  our  Saviour  stirred  not  a  foot :  the 
Centurion  did  but  complain  of  the  sickness  of  his  servant,  and^ 
Christ  unasked  says,  /  will  come  and  heal  htm.  That  he  might  be 
fat  from  so  much  as  seeming  to  honour  wealth  and  despise  mean* 
ness,  he,  that  came  in  the  »iape  of  a  servant,  would  go  domi  to 
the  sick  servant's  pallet,  would  not  go  to  the  bed  of  the  rich  ruler's 
son.  it  is  the  basest  motive  of  respect,  that  ariseth  merely  from 
out^rd  greatness.  Either  more  grace  or  more  need  may  justly 
cfaatlenge  our  favourable  i^gards,  no  less  than  private  obligations. 
-    Jhren  so,  O  Saviour,  that,  which  thou  offeredst  to  do  for  the  Cen'^ 
turion's  servant,  hast  thou  done  for  us.  We  were  sick  unto  death ; 
so  far  had  the  dead  palsy  of  sin  overtaken  us,  that  there  was  no 
iife  of  grace  left  in  us :  when  thou  wert  not  content  to  sit  still  in 
heaven,  and  say,  "  I  will  cure  them  ;"  but  addedst  also,  "  1  "^i" 
icome  and  cure  Uiem."     Thyself  earnest  down  accordingly  to  this 
miserable  worlds  and  hast  personally  healed  us ;  so  as  now  we  shall 
not  die  but  live,*  end  declare  thy  works,  O  I^rd.  And  oh,  that  we 
fould  enough  pniise  that  love,  and  mercy,  which  hath  so  gracious* 
ly  abased  thee ;  and  could  l>e  but  so  low  dejected  before  thee,  as 
thou  hast  stooped  low  unto  us  ;  that  we  could  be  but  as  lowly  sub^ 
jeets  of  tfiy  goodness,  as^  we  \are.  univorth v. 
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Oh  admirabte  return  of  humility  I  Christ  will  go  doi/trn  tO'  visit 
the  sick  servant.  The  master  of  that  servant  says,  Lord,  /.  am  not 
worthy  that  thou  shouldest  come  under  my  roof:  the  Jewish  Elders, 
that  went  before  to  mediate  for  him,  could  s^,  *^  He  is  worthy 
that  thou  shouldest  do  this  for  him  ;"  but  the  Centurion,  when  hb 
comes  to  speak  for  himself,  /  am  not  worthy.  They  said,  he  was 
worthy  of  Christ's  miracle ;  he  says,  he  is  unworthy  of  Christ's 
presence.  There  is  great  diderence,  betwixt  otliers'  valuations  and 
our  own.  Sometimes,  the  world  underrates  him,  that  finds  reason 
to  set  a  hieh  price  upon  himself:  sometimes  again,  it  ovei'values  a 
man,  that  knows  just  cause  of  his  own  humiliation.  If  others  mis- 
take us,  this  can  be  no  warrant  for  our  error.  We  cannot  be  wise, 
unless  we  receive  the  knowledge  of  ourselves  by  direct  beams,  not 
by  reflection  ;  unless  we  have  learned  to  contemn  unjust  applauses^ 
and,  scorning  the  flattery  of  the  world,  to  frown  upon  our  own 
vileness :  Zorrf,  /  am  not  worthi/. 

Many  a  one,  if  he  had  been  m  the  Centurion's  coat,  would  have 
thought  well  of  it ;  a  captain,  a  ix^an  of  good  ability  and  command, 
a  founder  of  a  synagogue,  a  pati*on  of  religion  :  yet  he  overlooks 
all  these,  and,  when  he  casts  his  eye  upon  the  Divine  worth  of 
Christ  and  his  own  weakness,  he  says,  "  I  am  not  'OKorthy  :  Alas  ! 
Lord,  I  am  a  gentile,  an  alien,  a  man  of  blood ;  thou  art  holy, 
thou  art  onmipotent."  True  humility  will  teach  us,  to  find  out  the 
best  of  another,  and  the  worst  piece  of  ourselves :  pride  contra* 
rily  shews  us  nothing  but  matter  of  admiration  in  ourselves ;  in 
others,  of  contempt.  While'he  confessed  himself  unworthy  of  any 
favour,  he  approved  himself  worthy  of  all.  Had  not  Christ  been 
before  in  his  heart,  he  could  not  have  thought  himself  -unworthy  to 
entertain  that  guest  within  his  house.  Under  the  low  roof  or  an 
humble  breast,  doth  God  ever  delight  to  dwell.  The  state  of  his 
palace  may  not  be  measured  by  the  height,  but  by  the  depth, 
ferags  and  bold  faces  do  ofttunes  carry  it  away  with  men :  nothing 
prevails  with  God,  but  our  voluntary  dejections. 

It  is  fit  the  foundations  should  be  laid  deep,  where  the  building 
is  high.  Tte  Centurion's  humility  was  not  more  low,  than  his  faith 
was  lofty  :  that  reaches  up  into  Heaven ;  and,  in  the  face  of  human 
weakness,  descries  Omnipotence  :  Only  say  the  word^'and  my  ser'^ 
vantsfiall  be  whole. 

Had  the  Centurion's  roof  been  Heaven  itself,  it  could  not  have 
been  worthy  to  be  come  under  of  him,  whose  word  was  Almighty, 
and  who  was  the  Almighty  Word  of  his  Father^  Such  is  Christ 
confessed  by  him,  that  says.  Only  say  the  word.  None  but  a  Di- 
vine  power  is  unlimited :  neither  hath  faith  any  other  bounds,  than 
God  himself.  There  needs  no  footing  to  remove  mountains  or  de« 
vils,  but  a  word.  JDo  but  say  the  word,  O  Saviour,  my  sin  shall  be 
remitted,  my  soul  shall  be  healed,  my  body  shall  be  raised  from 
dust,  both  soul  and^  body  shall  be  glorious. 

Whereupon  then  was  the  steady  confidence  of  the  good  Cen«- 
turion  ?  He  saw  how  powerful  his  own  word  was  with  tbose,  that 
wisre  under  his  coaimaad,  (though  himself  were  under  the  com- 
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mand  of  ftnotlier,)  the  force  whereof  extended  eren  to  abftedt  peiV 
formances;  well  thei*efc»^  might  he  argue,  tliat  a  free  and  un-* 
founded  power  might  give  infallible  comraands,  and  that  the  most 
obstinate  disease  must  therefore  needs  yield  to  the  beck  of  the  God 
rf  Nature.  Weakness  may  shew  us  what  is  in  strength.*  By  one 
drop  of  water  we  may  see  what  is  in  the  main  ocean. 

I  marvel  not,  if  the  Centurion  were  kind  to  his  servants^  for  they 
were  dutiful  to  him.  He  can  but  say,  Da  tht'Sj  ojod  it  is  done.  These 
mutual  respects  draw  on  each  other.  Cheerful  and  diligent  sei'vice 
in  the  one  calls  for  a  due  and  favourable  care  in  the  ower.  They^ 
that  neglect  to  {ilease,  cannot  complain  to  be  neglected. 

Oh,  that  I  could  be  but  such  a  servant  to  my  Heaveifly  Master  I 
Alas !  every  of  his  commands  says,  Do  this^  and  I  do  it  not : 
every  of  his  inhibitions  says,  Do  u  nwtj  and  I  do  it.  He  says,  '*  Go 
from  the  wwid  ;'*  I  run  to  it:  he  says,  "Come  to  nae ;"  I  run 
firom  him.  Woe  is  me!  this  is  not  service,  but  enmity.  How  can  I 
look  for  favoor,  while  I  return  rebellion  ?  It  is  a  Gracious  Master^ 
yrhom  we  serve :  tliere  can  be  no  duty  of  ours,  that  he.  sees  nct^ 
that  he  acknowledges  not,  tlmt  he  crowns  not.  We  could  not  but  be 
happy,  if  we  could  be  officious. 

What  can  be  more  marvellous,  than  to  see  Christ  marvel  r  AH 
Uiarvclling  supposes  an  ignorance  going  before,-  and  a  knowledge 
following^  sonic  accident  unexpected :   now,  who  wrought  this 
faith  in  the  Centurion,  but  he,  that  wondered  at  it  ?  He  knew  well 
what  he  wrought,  because  he  wrought  what  he  would  ;  yet  he  won- 
dered at  what  he  both  wrought  and  knew,  to  teach  us,  much  more 
to  admire  that,  which  he  at  once  knows  and  holds  admirable.     He 
wrought  this  faith  as  God  ;  he  wondered  at  it  as  man.  God  wrought, 
and  man  admired.  He>  that  was  both,  did  both,  to  teach  us  where 
to  bestow  our  wonder.  I  never  find  Christ  wondering  at  eold  or 
silver,  at  the  costly  and  curious  works  of  human  skill  or  industry ; 
yea,  when  the  disciples  wondered  at  the  magnificence  of  the  Tem- 
ple, he  rebuked  them  rather.  I  find  him  not  wondering  at  the  firame 
of  heaven  and  earth,  nor  at  tlie  orderly  disposition  of  all  creatures 
and  events :  the  familiarity  of  these  things  intercepts  tlie  admira* 
tion.  But,  when  lie  sees  the  grace  or  acts  of  faith^  he  so  approves 
them,  that  he  is  ravished  with  wonder.  He,  that  rejoiced  m  the 
view  of  his  creation,  to  see  that  of  nothing  he  had  made  all  things 
good*,  rejoices  no  less  in  the  refoitnation  of  his  creature,  to  see 
that  he  had  made  good  of  evil.  Behold,  thmi  art  f^ir^  my  love  ; 
behold,  thou  art  fair ;  and  there  is  no  spot  in  thee.  My  sister j  my 
spouse  J  thmi  hast  wounded  my  heart,  thou  hast  wounded  my  heart 
with  one  of  thine  eyes. 

Our  wealth,  beauty,  wit,  learning,  honour,  may  make  us  ac- 
cepted of  men  ;  but  it  is  our  faith  only,  that  shall  make  God  in 
love  with  us.  And  wliy  are  we  of  any  other  save  God's  diet,  to  be 
inore  affected  with  the  least  measure  of  grace  in  ^ny  man,  thaa 
with  all  the  outward  glories  of  tlie  world  ?  There  are  great  men, 
whom  we  justly  pity ;  we  can  admire  none,  but  the  gracious. 
Neither  was  that  plant  more  worthy  of  wonder  in  itself  i  than  that 
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it  grew  in  such  a  soil,  with  so  little  help  of  rain  and  sun*  T1>6 
weakness  of  cn^i^^  ^idds  to  th^^  praist  ai|a  jtceeptatieo  of  our  pro- 
ficiency. To  do  good  uaoii  »Iittlk  is  the  oonuficudarfon  of  thrift : 
it  is  small  thank,  to  be  luU  handed  in  a  large  estate :  as  contrarily, 
the  strength  of  means  doubles  the  reinpi^ge  of  our  neglect*  It  is  not 
more  the  shame  of  Israel  than  the  glory  of  the  Centurion,  that  our 
Saviour  says,  /  have  not  Jomtd  so  grtul  faith  in  Israel,  Had  Is* 
raei  yielded  any  equal  faith,  it  could  not  have  been  unespied  of 
tliese  all  seeing  eyes:  yet  were  their  helps  so  much  gj*c^er  as  theii^ 
faith  was  less  ;  and  Goa  never  gives  more  than  he  requires.  Where 
we  have  laid  our  tillage  and  compost 'and  seed,  who  would  not  look 
for  a  crop  ?  But  ifthe  uncultured  fallow  yield  more,  bow  justly  is 
that  unanswerable  ground  pfar  tp  a  curse  I 

Our  Saviour  did  not  mutter  this  censorious  testimony  to  himself, 
nor  whisper  it  to  his  disciples  j  ^but  he  turned  him  about  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  spake  it  iii  their  ^ars,  that  he  might  at  once  work  their 
shame  and  emulation.  In  ail  other  things,  except  spiritual,  our 
selflove  makes  us  impatient  of  equals ;  much  less  can  we  endure 
to  be  outstripped  by  those,  who  are  our  professed  inferiors.  It  is 
vdl^  if  anj^  tning  can  kindle  in  us  holy  ambitions.  Dull  and  base 
arethenpintsof  thitt  man,  that  can  abide  to  see  another  overtake 
him  in  die  way,  and  outrun  him  to  heaven. 

He,  that  both  wrought  this  faith  and  wondered  at  it,  doth  new 
rewavd  it ;  Go  th\f  ways;  and  as  thou  hast  hdieved,  so  be.  ii  unto 
thee.  Never  was  any  faith  unseen  of  Christ;  never  was  any- seen, 
without  allowance  ;  never  was  any  allowed,  without  remuneration. 
The  measure  of  our  receipts  in  the  matter  of  favour,  is  the  pro* 
portion  of  our  belief.  Tne  infinite  mercy  of  God^  which  is  ever 
like  itself,  follows  but  one  rule  in  his  gift  to  us,  the  £iidi  that 
he  gives  us.  Give  us,  O  God,  to  believe,  and  be  it  tq  us  as 
thou  wilt ;   it  shall  be  to  us  above  that  we  will. 

The  Centurion  sues  for  his  servant,  and  Christ  ^ys,  So.  be  k 
unto  thee.  The  servant^s  health  is  the  benefit  of  the  ma<^er,  and 
the  master's  faith  is  the  health  of  the -servant.  And  if  the  prayers 
of  an. earthly  master  prevailed  so  much  with  the  Son  of  God  for 
the  rccov^v  of  a- servant,  how  shall  the  intercession  of  the  Son  of 
God  prevail  with  his  Father  in  Heaven  for  us,  that  are  bis  impotei^ 
children  aQ4  servants  upon  earth  !  What  can  we  want,  O  Savi- 
our, while  .thou  suest  for  us  ?  He,  that  hath  given  thee  for  us, 
can  deny  tnee  nothing  for  us,  can  deny  us  nothing  for  thee.  In 
thee  we  are  happy,  and  shall  he  glorious.  To  thee,  O  thou  mighty 
Redeemer  of  Israel,  with  thine  Eternal  Father,  together  with  thy 
Blessed  Spirit,,  one  God  infinite  and  incomprehensible,  be  given 
allp  raise,  honour,  and  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

>  ■  " '        .  Matthew  viii.  Luke  tit. 
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TO  UY  RIGHT  WORTHY  AND  WORSHIPFUL  FRIEND, 

JOHN  GIFFORD, 

OP  LANCRASSfi,   IN  DEVON,  ESQ. 
ALL  QKKQt  Al^Q  PEACE. 


Sift: 


I  HOLD  ity  as  I  ought i  one  of  the  rich  mercies  of  God,  that  he 
hath  given  yne  favour  in  some  eyes  which  have  not  seen  me ;  but 
none,  that  I  know^  hath  so  much  demeriiedme  unknowny  as  your 
worthy  family.  £re  therefore  yau  see  my  face^  see  my  hanawil^ 
lingly  professing  my  thankful  obligations.  Wherewith  may  it 
please  you  to  accept  of  this  parcel  of  thoughts ;  not  unlike  those 
fellows  of  theirs,  whom  you  have  entertained  above  their  desert,  . 
These  shall  present  unto  you  our  Bountiful  Saviour,  magnifying 
his  mercies  to  men  in  a  sweet  variety  :  healing  the  diseased,  raising 
the  dead,  casting  out  the  devil,  calling  in  the  publican ;  and  shaU 
raise  your  heart  td  adore  timt  infinite  goodness.  Eveiy  htlp  to 
our  devotion  deserves  to  be  precious ;  so  muchmore^  as  the  decrepit 
age  of  the  world  declines  to  a  heartless  coldness  of  piety.  That 
God,  to  whose  honour  these  poor  labours  are  meant,  hless  them  in 
ytmr  hands ;  and  from  them,  to  all  readers.  To  hie  protection  I 
heartily  commend  you,  and  the  right  virtuous  gentlewoman,  your 
worthy  wife,  with  all  the  pledges  of  your  happy  affection,  as  wham 
you  have  deserved  to  be 

Your  truly  thankful  and  officious  friend, 

JOSEPH  HALL. 


THE  WIDOW'S  SON  RAISED. 

« 

The  favours  of  our  beneficent  Saviour  were,  at  the  least,  conti- 

Kous.     No  sooner  hath  he  raised  the  Centurion^s  servant  bom  ws 
i,  than  he  raises  the  widow's  son  from  his  bier. 
The  fruitful  clouds  are  not  ordained  to  fall  all  in  one  field.  Nain 
must  partake  of  the  bounty  of  Christ,  as  well  as  Cana  or  Caper- 
liaum.    And,  if  this  sun  were  fixed  in  one  orb,  y^t  it  di/Fusethb^a^ 
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ktnA  light  to  all  the  world.  It  is  not  for  any  place  to  engross  the 
Inessengers  of  the  Gospel ,  whose  errand  is  universale  iTlas  im- 
mortal seed  may  not  fali  all  in  one  furi'ow. 

The  little  city  of  Naiti  stood  under  the  hill  of  Hermori,  near 
tinto  Tabor ;  but  now  it  is  watered  with  better  dews  from  above^ 
the  doctrine  and  miracle^  of  a  Saviour; 

Not  for  state,  biit  for  the  more  evidence  of  the  work,  is  our  Sa^. 
Viour  attended  with  a  large  train  ;  so  entering  into  the  gate  of  that 
walled  city,  as  if  he  meant  to  besiege  their  faith  by  his  power,  and 
to  take  it. 

His  providence  hath  so  contrived  his  journey,  that  he  meets  with 
the  sad  pomp  of  a  funeral.  A  woeful  Widow,  attended  with  her 
Weeping  neighbours,  is  following  her  only  son  to  the  grave. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  spectacle,  that  did  not  commtuid  com- 
passion. 

A  young  man  in  the  flower,  in  the  strength  of  his  age,  swallowed 
up  by  death.  Our  decrepit  age  both  expects  death  and  solicits  it ; 
but  vigorous  youth  looks  strangely  upon  that  grim  serjeant  of  God. 
Those  mellow  apples,  that  fall  alone  from  the  tree,  we  gather  up 
with  contentment:  we  chide,  to  have  the  unripe  unseasonably 
beaten  down  with  cudgels. 

But  more  :  a  young  man,  the  only  son,  the  only  child  of  hia 
mother.  No  condition  can  make  it  other  than  grievous,  for  a 
well-natured  mother  to  part  with  her  own  bowels  ;  yet  surely  store 
is  some  mitigation  of  loss.  Amongst  many  children,  one  may  be 
more  easily  missed  ;  for  still  we  hope  the  surviving  may  supply 
the  comforts  of  the  dead  :  but  when  all  our  hqpcs  and  joys  must 
^ther  live  or  die  in  one,  the  loss  of  that  one  admits  of  no  conso- 
lation. When  God  would  describe  the  most  passionate  expression 
of  sorrow,  that  can  fall  into  the  miserable,  he  can  but  say,  O 
daughter  of  my  people  j  gird  thee  with  sackcloth^  and  wallow  tkyself 
in  the  ashes ;  make  lamentation  and  bitter  vxourning^  as  for  thine 
only  son.  Such  was  the  loss,  such  was  tlie  sorrow,  of  this  discon- 
solate mother.     Neither  words  nor  tears  can  suffice  to  discover  it,* 

Yet  more:  had  she  been  aided  by  the  counsel  and  supportation 
of  a  loving  yoke-fellow,  tliis  burden  might  have  seemed  less  intct- 
lerable.  A  good  husband  may  make  amends  for  the  loss  of  a  son.' 
Had  the  root  been  left  to  her  entire,  she  might  better  have  spared 
the  branch  :  now  both  are  cut  up,  all  the  stay  of  her  life  is  gone  ; 
and  she  seems  abandoned  to  a  perfect  misery. 

And  n6\<r,  when  she  gave  herself  up  for  §  forlorn  mourner,  past 
all  capadty  of  redress,  the  God  of  Comfort  meet  her,  pities 
her,  relieves  her.  Here  was  no  solicitor,  but  his  own  compas* 
sion.  In  other  occasi6ns,  he  was  sought  and  sued  to.  The 
centurion  comes  to  him  for  a  servant ;  the  ruler,  for  a  son ;  Jai- 
rus,  for  a  daughter;  the  neighbours,  for  the  paralytic :  here,  he 
seeks  up  the  patient,  and  ofters  the  cure  unrequested.  While  we 
have  to  do  with  the  Father  of  Mercies,  our  afflictions  are  the  most 
Dowerful  suitors.  No  tears,  no  prayers  can  move  him,  so  much  as 
iiis  own  conuuiseration.     O  God,  none  of  our  secret  sorrows  can 
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be  either  bid  ftom  thine  eye&  or  kept  frppi  thy  he^vt ;  md  wfien 
we  -are  past  all  eur  hopes,  aU  possu>iUtie»  of  help^  thea  art  thou 
nearest  to  us  for  deliverance. 

Here  was  a  conspiration  of  all  parlfs  tcf  mercy.  The  heart  had 
compassion;  the  mouth  said>  Wetpnoi;  the  feet  went  loathe  bier; 
the  hand  touched  the  coffin ;  the  |k>\i'er  of  ihu  Deity  r^sed  the 
dead.  What  the  heart  felt^  wa»  secret  to  it^f ;  the  tongue  there* 
fore  expresses  it  in  words  of  comfort,  Weep  not.  Al^ts  \  x'hat 
luce  words  -to  so  strong  and  just  passions  ?  To  bid  her  not  to  weep, 
that  had  lost  her  onfy  son,  was  to  persuade  her  to  be  niisera^Ie» 
^d  not  feel  it  \  to  feel,  and  nort;  regard  it ;  to  regard,  and  yet  to 
smother  it.  Concealment  doth  not'  reinedy^  bqt  aggravate  sor* 
row.  That  with  the  counsel  of  not  weeping  therefore  she  AD^it 
<«e  cause  of  not  weeping,  his  band  seconds  bis  tonguCi,  jHe  arrests 
the  coffin,  ai^d  frees  the  prisoner ;  Young  many  1  sajf  unip  ihce^ 
Arise.  Tb6  Lord  of  Life  and  Death  speaks  with  command.  N^  finite 
power  could  have  said  so  without  presumption,  or  witA  Siuccass. 
That  is  the  voice,  that  shall  one  day  caU  up  our  vanished  bodijcs, 
from  those  elements  it) to  which,  they  are  resolved,  and  raise  them, 
out  of  their  dust.  Neither  sea,  nor  death,  nor  heU  caa  oifer  to  de« 
tain  their  dead,  when  he  charges  them  to  be  delivered.  Incredu- 
lous nature  !  What  dost  thou  shrink  at  the  jpossibiUty  of  a  Resur- 
rection, when  the  God  of  Nature  undertimes  it  ?  it  is  no  more 
hard  for  that  Almighty  Word,  which  gave  being  unto  all  things^  to 
•ay,  ^*  Let  them  be  repaired,"  than, "  Let  them  be  made.^' 

I  do  not  see  our  Saviour  stretching  himself  upon  the  dei^  corpse, 
a&  Elijah  and  Elisha  upon  the  sons  of  the  Shunamite  and  Sa4'ep* 
tan ;  nor  kneeling  down  and  praying  by  the  bier,  as  Peter  did  to 
Dorcas :  but  I  hear  him  so  speaking  to .  the  dead,  a»  if  he  were 
alive  \  and  so  speaking  to  the  dead,  that  by  tlie  word  lue  loakes 
him  alive,  I  say  unio^  thee^  Arise, 

Death  hath  no  power  to  bid  that  man  lie  still,  lyhom  the  Son  of^ 
Cod  bids  arise.  Immediately,  fic  that  was  dead  sat  up.  So,  at  the 
sound  of  the  last  trumpet,  by  the  power  of  the  same  voice,  we 
shall  apse  out  of  the  dust,  and  stand  up  glorioua:  This  mortal 
4haU  put  on  inwiortalitu ;  this  corruptible ^  incorruptian.  Th)s 
body  shall  not  be  buried,  but  sown  ;  and,  at  our  day.  shall  thene* 
fore  spring  up,  with  a  plentiful  increase  of  glory.  How  comfort- 
less^  how  desperate,  should  be  our  lying  down,  if  it  were  not  |5or 
thi^  assurance  of  rising  !  And  now,  behold,  lest  our  weak  f^i^ 
should  ^tagger  at  the  ascent  to  so  great  a  difficulty,  he  h^  already, 
by  what  he  hath  done,  given  us  tastes  of  wliat  he  will  do.  The  power, 
that  can  raise  one  man,  t:an  raise  a  thousand^  a  million,  a  wond :  no 
power  can  raii^e  one  man,  but  that,  which  is  infinite;  and  that 
which  is  iniiniXe  admits  of  no  limitation. 

Under  the  Old  Testament,  God  raised  one  by  Elijah,  «iotber 
by  Klisha  living,  a  third  by  Elisha  dead  :  by  the  hand  of  the  Me-» 
diator  of  the  New  Testament,  he  raised  liere  the  son  of  the  Widow, 
the  daugiiter  of  Jairus,  Lazarus ;  and,  in  attendance  of  his  own 
Resurrection,  he  made  a  gaol-delivery  of  holy  prisoners  at  J^f'}^' 
salem.  He  raises  the  daughter  of  Jairus  from  her  bed^  this  Widow*^ 
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Mn  finom  bis  coflfoi,  Lazarus  from  his  grave,  the  ddadsdSnts  of  Je- 
nMoleHi  from  their  rottenness ;  that  it  mi^ht  appear  no  degl^e  df 
death  can  hinder  the  efficacy  of  his  overruling  command.  He^  that 
keeps  the  keys  of  death,  cannot  only  make  way  for  himself  through 
the  common  hall  and  outer  rooms,  but  through  the  inwardet^t  and 
ito^  reserved  closets  of  darkness. 

Mefthinks,  I  see  this  young  man,  who  was  thus  miraculpu^ir 
ainvked  from  his  deadly  sleep,  wiping  and  rubbing  those  eyes,  that 
Jiad  been  shut  np  in  cteath ;  and,  descending  from  the  bier,  ^nrap* 
j>ing  bis  winding-sheet  about  his  loins,  cast  himself  down  in  a  pas* 
tnonate  thankfumess  at  the  feet  of  his  Almig^ity  restorer ;  adoring 
that  Divine  power,  which  had  conmianded  liis  sotil  back  a^ain  to 
iier  forsaken  lodging :  and  though  I  bear  not  what  he  said,  yet  t 
daaresay  they  were  words  of  praise  and  wonder,  which  his  returned 
•oul  first  uttered. 

It  was  the  mother,  whom  our  Saviour  pitied*  in  this  act,  not  the 
son ;  who,  now  forced  frt>m  his  ouiet  rest,  must  twice  pass  through 
the  gates  ef  death.  As  for  her  sake  therefore  he  was  raited,  so  to 
her  DMids  was  he  delivered  ;  that  she  might  acknowledge  d)at  S6Ul 
givien  to  her,  not  to  the  possessor.  Who  cannot  fsel  the  alfnazei* 
ment  and  ecstasy  of  joy ,  that  was  in  this  revived  modier,  whe^ 
her  son  now  sahites  ber  from  out  of  another  world,  and  both  re» 
eeives  and  eives  gratulations  of  his  new  life  ? 

How  suckienly  were  all  the  tears  of  that  mournful  train  dried 
up  with  a  joyful  astonishment !  How  soon  is  that  funeral  baiiquet 
tarned  into  a  new  birth-day  feast !  What  striving  was  here,  to  sa- 
kaie  the  late  carcase  of  their  returned  neighbour  T  What  awful  and 
admiring  looks  werCiCiast  upon  that  Lord  of  Life,  who,  seeming 
homely,  was  approved  Omnipotent  I  How  gladly  did  every  tongue 
celebrate  both  the  work  and  tne  Author !  A  great  prophet  is  raised 
«^  mnongst  us^  and  Ood  hath  visited  his  people.  A  Prophet'Was 
the  hienest  name  they  could  find  for  him,  whom  they  saw  like 
themselves  in  shape,  above  themselves  in  power.  They  were  not 
yet  acquainted  with  God  manifested  in  the  flesh.  Tnis  miracle 
might  well  have  assured  them  of  more  than  a  prophet ;  but  be, 
that  raised  the  dead  man  from  the  bier,  would  not  suddenly  raise 
these  dead  hearts  from  the  ^ave  of  infidelity.  They  shall  see  rea- 
aon  enough  to  know,  that  me  prophet,  who  was  raised  up  to  them, 
was  the  ^od,  that  now  visited  them ;  and  at  last  should  do  as  miich 
for  them,  as  he  had  done  for  the  young  man,  raise  them  frt)m  death 
to  life>  from  dust  to  glory.  Luke  vii. 
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The  bounty  of  God  so  exceedeth  man's,  that  there  is  a  contra*^ 
riety  in  the  exercise  of  it.  We  shut  our  hands,  because  we  opened 
tem;*God  therefore  opens  his,  because  he  hath  opened  them. 
God's  mercies  9ie  as  comfortable  in  their  issue,  as  in  themselves. 
Seldoai  ever  do  blessings  go  alone.  Where  our  Saviour  supplied 
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tjie  Bridegroom's  wine,  there  he  heals  .the  Ruler's  son.  He  bad  not, 
•  in  all  these  coasU  of  Galilee,  idoqe  any  miracle  but  here.  To  him 
Jhat  hath  shall  be  given. 

We  do  not  find  Christ  oft  attended  wit^  nobility :  bere^  he  is« 
It  was  some  great  peer,  or  some  noted  courtier,  that  was  now  a 
suitor  to  him,  for  his  dying  son.  Earthly  greatness  is  no  defence 
.^gainst  afflictions.  We  men  forbear  the  mighty ;  disease  and  death 
Icnow  no  faces  of  lords  or  monarchs.  Could  these  be  bribed,  they 
would  be  too  rich.  Why  should  we  grudge,  not  to  be  pvivileg^y 
when  we  see  there  is  no  spare  of  the  greatest  ? 

This  noble  Ruler  listens  after  Christ's  return  into  Galilee.  The 
itnost  eminent  amongst  men  will  be  glad  te  hearken  after  Christ  ix 
their  necessity.  Happy  was  it  for  him,  that  his  son  was  sick ;  he 
had  not  elsebeeo  acquainted  with  his  Saviour ;  his  soul  had  conti- 
nued sick  of  ignorance  and  unbelief.  Why  else  doth  our  good 
.God  send  us  pain,  losses,  opposition,,  but  that  he  may  be  sought 
to  ?  Are  we  afflicted  ?  whither  should  we'go,  but  to.Cana,to  seek 
Chrits  ?  wliither,  but  to  the  Cana  of  Heaven,  where  our  water  of 
sorrow  is  turned  to  the  wine  of  gladness,  to  that  omnipotent  Phy- 
'sician.who  hcaletli  all  our  in&rmities ;  that  we  may  once  say.  It  is 
'■good/07^  vie,  thai  I  was  affiicied  ? 

It  was  about  a  day's  journey  frop(i  Capemanm  to,  Cana  ?  Thence 
hither  did  this  courtier  come,  for  the  cure^of  his  son's  fever.  Wfaa^ 
pains  even  the  greatest  can  be  content  to  take^fqr  bodily  ))eahh! 
No  way  islong,  00  labour  tedious,  to  the  desirous.  Our  souk  s^ 
sick  of  a  spiritual  fever,  labouring  under  the  cold  fit  of  infidelity, 
and  the  hot  fit  of  selflove ;  and  we  sit  still  at  home,  ai^  see  them 
languish  unto  death. 

This  Ruler  was  neitlier  faithless,  nor.  faithful.     Had  lie   been 
•  quite  faithless,  he  had  nbt  taken  such  pains  to  come  to  Christ: 
had  he  been  faithful,  he  had  not  made  this  suit  to  Christ  when  he 
was  come.  Came  dcwu^  ajid  heal  w^soii,  oc  he  die. 

Comedown?  as  if  Christ  could  not  have  cured. him  abs^ent: 
Ere  he  die  ?  as  if  that  power  could  not  have  raised  him  being  dead. 
How  much  difference  was  here,  betwixt  tlic  Centurion  and  the 
Ruler !  That  came  for  his  serrant ;  this,  for  his  son.  Tbb  son 
was  not  more  above  the  servant,  than  the  faith  which  sued  for  tlie 
servant  surpassed  that  which  sued  for  the  son.  Tlio  one  can  say, 
'Master^  come  not  under  viy  rooJ\  for  I  am  not  ivorthy  ;  on{y  speak 
the  wordy  and  my  servant  shall  be  whole :  the  other  cati  say,  '*  Mas- 
ter, either  come  under  my  roof,  or  my  sou  cannot  be  whole." 
Ileal  my  so7i,  had  been  a  good  suit ;  for  Christ  is  tlie  only  Physi- 
cian for  all  diseases  :  but,  Come  down  and  heal  him,  was  to  teach 
God  how  to  work. 

It  is  good  reason,  that  he  should  challenge  the  right  of  prescrib- 
jng  to  us,  who  are  every  way  his  own  :  it  is  presumption  in  us; 
to  .stint  him  unto,  our  form^  An  expert  workman  cannot 
abide  to  be  taught  by  a  novice ;  how  much  less  shall  the  aJi- 
wibc  God  endure  to  bo  directed  by  his  creature  I  ThisismorBt 
than  if  the  j)atient  should  take  upon  him,  to  give  a  recipe  to  the 
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physician.     Tliat  God  would  give  us  grace,  is  a  beseeming  suit :' 
Dut  to  S7»y,  "  Give  it  me  by  prosperity,"   is  a  saucy  motion. 

As  there  is  faithfulness  in  desiring  the  end  ;  so  modesty  and^pa-' 
tieiice,  in  referring  the  mc^ns  to  the  author.  In  spiritual  things,' 
God  hath  acquainted  us  with  the  means,  whereby  he  will  work, 
cren  his  own  sacred  ordinances.  Upon  these,  because  they  hav^ 
lis  own  promise,  we  may  call  absolutely  for  a  blessing  :  in  alt 
others,  there  is  no  reason,  that  beggiirs  should  be  chusers.  He,* 
who  doth*  whatsoever  he  will,  must  do  it  haw  he  will.  It  is.for 
JUS  to  receive,  not  to  appoint. 

He,  who  came  to  complain  of  his  son's  sickness,  heajrs  of  hi$ 
own ;  Except  ye  see  sigjis  and  xvonders^ye  will  not  believe,  Thi? 
nobleman  was,  as  is  like,  of  Capernaum.  There  had  Christ  often 
rreached ;  there  was  one  of  his  chief  residencies.  Either  tbis" 
: v^.n  hjid  heard  our  Saviour  oft,  or  might  have  done:  yet,  because 
r-  rist'c  miracles  cameto  him  only  by  hearsay,  f or asyet  we  find  none 
'^*  ::11  wrought  where  he  preached  most,  therefore  the  man  beheves  ' 
zi  t  en -1  Ugh ;  but  so  speaks  to  Christ  as  to  some  ordinary  physir 

It  \v.>^  the  common  disease  of  the  Jews,  incredulity  ;  which  no 
reoVipt  could  heal,  but  wonders.  A  wicked  and  adulteroiis  gene^ 
^■2fio,i  5r  /:s  s-'gns.  Had  th^y  notb^n  wilfully  graceless,  there  was 
.ilrnny  proof  enough  of  the  Messiah :  the  miraculous  conception 
apci  life  of  the  fore-runner,  Zachary's  dumbness,  the  attestation' 
61*  rjr::<r':>',  the  apparition  of  the  star,  the  journey  of  the  sages,  the 
Tisior.  of  the  shepherds,  the  testimonies  of  Anna  and  Simeon,  the 
prophecies  fulhiled,' the  voice  from  heaven  at  his  baptism,  the  divine 
%vords  that  he  snake ;  and  yet  they  must  have  all  made  ttp  with  mi- 
racles r  wHich.  thotigh  he  be  not  unwilling  to  give  at  his  own 
^irrte5k,  yet  he  thinks  much  to  be  tied  unto  theirs.  Not  to  brieve 
v/It/ioulsij^ns,  was  a  sign  of  stubborn  hearts.  ^  * 

It, was  a  foul  faulty  and  a  ds^ngeroiis  one,  Fe  will  mt  believe.^ 
Whdt  is  it,  that  sh-iH  condemn  the  world,  but  unbelief?  Wliat  can 
con.f^Tfin  US;  without  it  ?  No  sin  caij  condemn  the  repentartti  '^  Re- 
pc.'itaiice  i$  a  tVait' of  faith  :  where  true  faith  is  then,  there  can  be  "" 
no  condemnatio*! ;  as  there  can  be  nothing  l^ut  condemnation,  nith- 
o«t  it.  •  How  miich  more  foHJin'a  noble  Capcrnaite,  that  had  hearvl- 
toe  srtnions  of  so  Divine  a  Tciicher  !     The  ijreater  Hjvht  we* have, 
the  more  shanvj  it  i^  for  us  to  stamhh^     Oh,  whet  shall  become  or 
ns,  that  reef  «nd  fall  in 'the  clfarcs>t   sunshine*,  that  oi'er  looked  \ 
forth  upon  nny  church?    Be  merciful  fo  our  siiis^  O  Ood  ;  and  say 
any  thirig  of  lis-,  nA^her^lliS'ij*  Fc  n-ilt  not  believe,  - 

Our  8avioi!rte!Is'himbf 'ffls  unbelief.  He  feels  not  himiolf  sick 
of  that  disease.  All-his  mimfis  bn  bis  dying' son.  As  easily  do 
we  <H>inpfam-  of  bodily  griefs^  as  we  avo  hardly  ift'ectcd  with  spi- 
ritual. .  .  •-:.••'> 

'Oh'We  meekncfe  aiid  mepeyof  thisf  Ivftmbof  God!  Wh6n  we 
wouI3  havfe  looked,  that  he  should  have  puhished  this  suitor 'for- 
HQt  bplieving,  he  condescends  to  him,  that  he  may  believe :  Go  thy 
pay^  thy  son  livetk.    If  we  should  measure  our  hopes  by  ourowi^ 
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'  irorthineiss,  there  were  no  expectation  of  blessings ;  bat  if  we  shall 
measure  them  by  hui  bounty  and  compassion,  there  can  be  no 
ijoubt  of  preyailin^.  As  some  tender  mother,  that  gives  the  breast 
to  her  unquiet  child  instead  of  the  rod,  so  deals  he  with  our  per* 
versenesfses. 

How  God  differences  men  according  to  no  other  conditions, 
ihdJi  of '  their  faith!  The  Centurion's  servant  was  sick;  tha 
Ruler^s  son.  The  Centurion  doth  not  sue  unto  Christ  to  come ; 
only  says,  Mi/  sef^ant  is  sick  of  a  palsy :  Christ  answers  him,  /' 
ttnli  come  and  heal  him.  The  Ruler  sues  unto  Christ,  that  he 
would  come  and  heal  his  son  :  Christ  will  not  go ;  only  says.  Go 
tkjf  waj/y  thy  son  lives.  Outward  thin^  carry  no  respect  with  God, 
^e  image  of  that  Divine  Majesty,  shining  inwardly  in  t^e  gracef 
p/l  the  soul,  is  that,  which  wins  love  from  him,*  in  the  meanest 
(^&te.  The  Centurion's  faith,  therefore  couid  do  more,  than  the 
Ruler's  greatness ;  and  that^  faithful  man's  servant  hath  more  re« 
gard,  than  this  great  roan's  son. 

The  Ruler's  request  was.  Come  and  heal :  Christ's  answer  was^ 
Go  thf  way,  thy  son  lives.  Our  merciful  Saviour  meets  those  in  the 
^d,  whom  he  crosses  in  the  way.  How  sweetly  doth  he  correct 
Qur  prayers ;  and,  while  he  doth  not  give  us  what  we  ask,  gi^^s  u& 
l^ter  than  we  asked  ! 

Justly  doth  he  forbear  to  go  down  with  this  Ruler,  lest  he  should 
confirm  him  in  an  opinion,  of  measuring  his*  power  by  conceits  of  lo* 
c^ity  and  distance ;  but  he  doth  that,  in  absence,  for  which  hiak 
presence  was  required  with  a  repulse,  Thy  son  liveth  ;  eiving  % 
greater  demonstration  of  his  ommpotency,  ttian  was  crayed. 

How  oft  dottihe  not  hear  to  our  will^  that  he  may  hear  us  to  our 
advantage !  The  chosen  vessel  would  bd  rid  of  temptations,  ho 
hears  of  a  supply  of  ^race :  the  sick  man  asks  release,  receives  pa^ 
tience ;  Ufe,  and  receives  glory.  Let  ua  ask,  lyhat  we  think  best : 
let  him  give,  what  he  knows  best. 

With  one  word  doth-  Christ  heal  two  patients,  the  son  and  the 
father;  the  son's  fever,  the  father's  unbelief.  That  operative  word 
pf  our  Saviour  was  not  without  the  intention  of  a  trial.  Had  not 
the  Ruler  gone  home  satisfied  with  that  intimation  of  his  son's  life 
and  recovery,  neither  of  them  had  been  blessed  with  success.  Nofj^ 
the  news  of  performance  meets  him  one  half  of  the  way  ;  and  h^t 
that  believed  somewhat  ere  he  came,  and  more  when  he  went,  grew, 
to  more  faith  in  the  way ;  and,  when  he  came  home,  enlarged  his^ 
faith  to  all  the  skirts  of  his  family.  A  weak  fititb  may  be  true ;  but 
a  true  faith  is  growing.  He,  that  boasts  of  a  fiitt  stature  in  the  fir^ 
moment  of  his  ascent,  may  presume,  but  doth  not  believe. 

Great  men  qannot  want  clients.^  Their  example  sways  somCi^ 
iheir  authority,  more.  They  .cannot  go  to  eitner  of  the  otteif 
worlds,  alone. 

In  vain  do.  they  pretend  power  over  others,  vAio  labour  not  to 
dfaRtteirfiiimUes  unto  God.  Jchnhu 


1^3 


THE  DUMB  DEVIL  EJECTED. 

That  the  Prince  of  our  Peace  might  approve  his  rictories  per* 
feet,  wheresoever  he  met  with  the  Prince  of  Darkness  he  foiled* 
him,  he  ejected  him^  He  found  him  in  Heaven ;  thence  did  he 
thtx>fv  him  headlong ;  and  verified  his  prophet,  I  have  cast  thee  out 
of  mine  holy  fnmmtain.  And  if  the  devils  left  their  first  habita- 
tion, it  was  because,  being  devils,  they  could  not  keep  it.  Their 
^tate  indeed  tbe^^  might  have  h^pt,  and  did  not  *,  their  habitation 
they  Would  have  kept,  and  might  not.  How  art  thou  fallen  from 
heaven^  O  Lucifer  /  He  found  him  in  the  heart  of  man ;  for  in 
that  closet  of  God  did  the  Evil  Spirit,  after  his  exile  from  Heaven,* 
sbrowd  himself:  ^in  gave  him  possession,  which  he  kept  with  a 
willing  violence :  thence  he  casts  him,  by  his  Word  and  Spirit.  He 
found  bim  tyrannizing  in  the  bodies  of  some  possessed  men  ;  and 
with  power  commands  the  unclean  spirits  to  depart. 

This  act  is  for  no  hand,  but  his*  When  a  strong  nxan  keeps  pos« 
session,  none  but  a  stronger  can  remove  him.  In  voluntary  things, 
the  strongest  may  yield  to  the  weakest,  Sampson  to  a  Dalilah ;  but 
in  violent,  ever  tHe  mightiest  carries  it.  A  spiritual  nature  must 
needs  be  in  rank  above  a  bodily  :  i^either  can  any  power  be  above* 
a*  spirit,  but  the  God  of  Spirits. 

No  otherwiito  is  it  in  the  mental  possession.  Whereever  sin  is^ 
there  Satan  is ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  Whosoever  is  born  of  God^  the 
seed  of  God  remains  in  Aim.  That  Evil  One  not  only  is,  but 
rules,  in  the  sons  of  disobedience.  In  vain'  shall  we  try  to  eject 
bim,  but  by  the  Divine  power  of  the  Redeemer :  /Tw  this  cause 
the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  he  might  destroy  the  works  of 
the  devil.  Do  we  find  ourselves  haunted  with  the  familiar  devils  of 
pride,  selflove,  sensual  di?sires,  unbelief?  None,  but  thou,  O  Son 
of  the  ever-living  God,  can  free  our  bosoms  of  these  hellish  guests* 
Oh  cleanse  thou  me  from  my  secret  sins ;  and  keep  me,  that  pre^ 
sumptuQHS  sins  prevail  7wt  over  me.  O  Saviour,  it  is  no  paradox  to 
say,  that  thou  castest  out  more  devils  now,  than  thou  didst  while 
thou  wert  upon  earth.  It  was  thy  word.  When  I  am  lifted  up,  I 
wU  di^aw  all  men  unto  me.  Satan  weighs  down  at  tbe  feet ;  thou 
pullcst  at  the  head,  yea  at  the  heart.  In  every  conversion  which 
thou  \vorkcsf,  there  is  a  dispossession.  Convert  me,  O  Lord,  and  I 
shall  be  converted,  I  know  thv  means  are  now  no  other  tlian  or- 
dinary^  If  wc  expect  to  be  dispossessed  by  miracle,  it  would  be  a 
miracle  if  ever  we  were  dispossessed.  Oh,  let  thy  Gospel  have  the 
perfect  work  in  me ;  so  only  slmU  I  be  delivered  t'roui  tiie  powders  of 
darkness. 

Nothing  cnxi  be  said  to  beduinb,  but  what  naturally  speaks :  no-*- 
thing  can  speak  naturally,  but  wliat  hath  the  instruments  of  speech; 
which  because  spirits  wont,  they  can  no  otherwise  speak  vocally, 
tfaudn  .as  they  take  voices  to  themselves,  iu  tkkiu^  bodies.  This  De- 
vil Wits  not  therefore  (himb  in  his  natujre,  but  ui  his  eSocX.  The? 
man  >yos  dumb^  hy  the  pperation  of  tbat  Devil,  which  possessrci 
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him  :  and  now  the  action  is  attributed  to  the  spirit ^waich  wassub-* 
jectirely  In  the  man.  It  is  wt  yout  that  sneaky  saith  our  Saviour^ 
but  the  Spirit  of  your  Fath&r  that  speaketn  in  you. 

As  it  is  in  bodily  diseases,  that  they  do  not  infect  os  alike ;  somQ 
seize  upon  the  humours,  Qthet:^  upon  the  spirits ;  some  assault  the 
brain,  others  the  heart  or  Jungs :  90  in  bodily  and  spiritual  pos- 
sessions ;  in  some  the  Evil  Spirit  takes  away  their  senses,  in  some 
their  limbs,  in  some  their  inward  faculties  ;  hke  as  spiritually  they 
affect  to  move  us  unto  several  sins,  one  to  lust,  another  to  cove- 
tousness  or  ambition,  another  to  cruelty :  and  their  names  have 
distinguished  them,  according  to  these  Various  effects.  This  was  a 
dumb  devil :  which  yet  had  possessed  not  the  tongue  on]y  of  thi^ 
man,  but  bis  ear ;  not  that  only,  but,  as  it  ^erps,  his  eyes  too. 

O  subtle  and  tyrannous  spirit,  tlmt  obstructs  4II  yf^ys  to  the 

'  soul ;  that  keeps  out  all  means  of  grace  both  from  the  door  and 

windows  of  the  heart ;  yea  that  stops  up  all  passages,  whether  of 

ingress  or  egress ;  of  ingress  at  the  eye  or  ^r,  of  ^ress  at  the 

mouth,  that  there  might  bo  no  capacity  of  redress  1 

What  holy  use  is  there  of  our  tpngue,  /but  to  prfusQ  pur  Maker; 
tO'Cohfess  our  sins  ;  to  inform  our  brethren  i  How  rife  is  thi^  dumb 
devil  every  where,  while  he  stpps  tiie  mouths  of  Chrii»ti^s  frorKi 
these  useful  and  necessary  duties!  . 

For  what  end  hath  man  those  two  privileges  above  his  fellow- . 
creatures,  reason  and  speech ;  but 'that,  as  by  the  one^iemay  con- 
ceive of  the  great  works  of  his  Maker,  which  the  rest  cannot,  so{ 
by  the  other  he  may  express  what  he  conceives,  to  the  honour  of 
the  Creator  both  of  them  and  himself?  And  why  are  all  other 
creatures  said  to  praise  God,  and  bidden  to  praise  him,  but  be-r 
cause  they  do  it  by  the  apprehension ,  by  the  expression  of  man  ? 
If  the  hmveiis  declare  the  glo)\y  qf  Godj  how  do  they  it  but  to  the^ 
eyes,  and  by  the  lofigue  of  that  man,  for  whom  they  were  made  ? 
It  is  Tio  small  honour,  whereof  the  envious  spirit  shall  rob  his 
Maker,  if  he  can  close  up  the  mouth  of  his  only  rational  and  vocal 
creature ;  and  turn  the  best  of  his  workmanship  into  a  dumb  idol, 
that  hath  a  mouth  and  speaks  not^  O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips ;  aiid 
my  mouth  shall  sherv forth  tliy  praise. 

Praise  is  not  more  necesvsary,  tlian  complaint-,  praise  of  God, 
than  complaint  of  ourselves,  whether  to  God  or  men.  The  only 
amends  we  can  make  to  God,  when  wc  have  not  had  the  grace  to 
avoid  sin,  i?,  to  confess  the  sin  we  have  not  avoided.  This  is  the 
sponge,  that  wipes  out  all  the  blots  and  bJurs  of  our  lives.  If'U)e 
confess  our  sins  J  he  is  faithful  arid  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins^  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  aU  unrighteousness.  , 

That  cunning  uian-slayer  knows  there  is  no  way  to  purge  the 
sick  soul  but  upward,  by  casting  out  the  vicious  humour  where- 
with it  is  clogged ;  and  therefore  holds  the  lips  close,  that  the 
heart  may  not  disburden  itself  by  so  wholesome  evacuation.  When 
1  kept  silence^  my  bpnes  consumed :  for  day  and  night  thy  handf 
0  Lord,  was  heavy  upon  me ;  viy  vwisture  i»iur,ned  into  the  di^ought  - 
of  summer.  O  let  me  ^corifess  against  myself  '^^y  "wickedness  unto 
thecy  that  thou  viay  est  forgive  the  punishment  of  my  sin. 


THE  DVMB  J)&VIL  £JSCT£D»  865' 

Wehare  atonffue  for  God^  when  we  praise  Mm ;  ft>r  oui^elves, 
lyhen  we  pray  ^u  confess  ;  for  our  brethren,  when  we  speak  th^  - 
truth  for  tlieir  information  ;  which  if  wc  bold  hack  in  uprighteoutf^x 
Tkpssy  we  yie}d  unto  that  dumb  devil. 

Where  do  yre  not  see  that  Accursed  Spirit  i  He  is  on  the  bench, 
ivfaen  the  mute  or  partial  judge  speaks  not  for  truth  and  innocencet 
He  is  in  the  pulpit,  when  the  prophets  of  God  smother,  or  halve, 
or  adulterate  the  message  of  their  Master.  He  is  at  the  bar,  wheii 
irreligious  jurors  dape  lend  an  oath  to  fear,  to  hope,  to  gain.  Hi^  - 
is  in  the  market,  when  godless  chapmen  for  their  penny  sell  the. 
truth  and  their  soul.  He  is  in  the  common  conversation  of  men> 
when  the  tongue  belies  the  heart,  tiatters  the  guilty,  balketh  rc« 
proofs  even  in  the  foulest  crimes.  O  thou,  who  only  art  stronger 
than  that  strong  one,  cast  him  out  of  the  hearts  and  mouths  of 
men.  //  is  time  ^orjt/iee,  L^rd,  to  work ;  for  they  have  destroyed 
thy  Um, 

That  it  might  well  appear  this,  impediment  was  not  natural,  so 
soon  as  the  man  is  freed  from  tlie  spirit^  \iv^  tongue  is  free  to  his  ^ 
speech.  The  effects  of  spirits,  as  they  are  wrought,  so  they  ceiaiMe, 
at  ODce.  If  the  Son  of  God  do  but;  remove  our  spiritual  poi^session,  • 
we  shall  presently  break  forth  into  the  praise  of  God,  iqto  the  con-* 
fession  of  our  vileness,  into  the  profession  of  truth. 

But  wh^t  strange  variety  do  I  see  in  the  spectators  of  bis  mira* 
cle  ;  some  wondering  ;  others  censuring ;  a  third  sort  tempting .;  9  ; 
fourth, applauding  ?  There  was  never  man  or  action,.but  was  sub-  . 
ject  to  variety  of  constructions.  What  maa  could  be  so  holy,  as  lie, 
that  was  Goq  ?  What  aqt  qould  be  more  worthy,  than  the  dispos* 
jessing  of  an  qvil  spirit  ?  Yet  this  man,  this  act^  passeth  these  dif* 
ferences  of  interpretation. 

What  can  wo  do,  to  undergo  but  one  opinion  ?  If  we  give  alms 
and  fast,  some  will  magnify  our  charity  and  devotion  ;  otiiers  will 
tax  our  hypocrisy :  if  we  give  not,  some  will  conden^n  our  hard-  • 
beartedness ;  others  will  allow  our  care  of  justice.  If  we  preach 
plainly,  to  some  it  will  savour  of  a  careless  slubbering,  to  others  of  , 
|i  mortified  sincerity  ;  elaborately,  some  will  tax  our  aflfectation^  * 
pthers  will  applaud  our  dihgence  in  dressing  the  delicate  viands  of  ' 
God.  Wl>at  marvel  is  it,  if  it  be  thus  with  our  imperfection,  when' 
it  fared  not  otherwise  with  him,  that  was  purity  and  righteousness 
Itself?  The  austere  Forenuiner  of  Chrii^t  came  neither  eating  nor  ' 
dnnking ;  they  say.  He  hath  a  devil :  the  Son  of  man  came  eat^  , 
ing  and  drinking ;   they  say.  This  man  is  a  gluttony  a  friend  of 
fuhiicans  and  sinners  :  and  here  one  of  his  holy  acts  carries  away  • 
at  once  wonder,  censure,  doubt,  celebration.  There  is  no  way  safe 
for  a  man,  but  to  square  his  actions  by  the  right  rule  of  justice,  of 
charity.;  und  then  let  the  world  have  leave  to  spend  their  glosses  at  - 
pleasure.  It  was  a  heroical  resolution  of  the  chosen  vessel,  /  pass 
very  little  to  be  judged  of  you j  or  of  mari's  day. 

1  marvel  not,  if  the  people  marvelled  ;  for  here  were  four  won* 
dersin  one:  the  blind  saw,  the  deaf  heard,  the  dumb  spake,  the 
(bmoniac  is  delivered.  Wonder  was  due  to  so  rare  and  powerful  a  > 
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woric ;  and  if  riot  tlits,  tiothmgf.  •  We  can  cast  aiwuy  admiration 
aipon  the  poor  devices  or  activities  of  lAen  ;  hovrmuch  more  upon 
the  extraordinafy  works  of  ChnnipotenCy  !  Whoso  knoTVs  the 
frame  of  heaven  and  earth,  shall  not  mnch  be  affected  with  the* 
iquperfect  effects  of  frail  humanity  ;  but  shall,  with  no  less  ravish- 
ment of  soul,  acknowledge  the  lAiraculous  works  of  the  same  Al**^ 
mighty  Hand. 

-  Neither  is  the  spiritual  ejection  worthy  of  any  meaner  entertain- 
ment. Rarity  and  difficulty  are  wont  to  cause  Wonder.  There  are 
many  things,  which  have  wonder  in  their  worth,  and  lose  it  in  their 
frequence  ;  there  are  some,  which  have  it  in  their  strangeness,  and 
Jose  it  in  their  fticility :  both  meet  in  this.  To  see  men  haunted^ 
yte  possessed  with  a  dumb  devil,  is  so  frequent,  that  it  Is  a  just 
wonaer  to  find  a  man  free ;  but  to  find  the  dumb  spirit  cast  oht  of 
a  man,  and  to  hear  him  praising  God,  confessing  liis  sins,  teaching 
others  the  sweet  experiments  of  mercy,  deserves  just  admiration. 
If  the  cynic  sought  in  the  market  for  a  man  amongst  men,  well 
may  we  seek  amongst  men  for  a  convert.  Neither  is  the  difficulty'' 
less  than  the  rareness.  The  strong  man  hath  the  possession':  all 
passages  are  blocked  up,  all  helps  barred,  by  the  treachery  of  our 
natttpe.  If  any  soul  be  rescued  from  these  spiritual  wickednesses, 
it  is  the  praise  of  him,  that  doth  wonders  alone. 

But  whom  do  I  see  wondering  ?  The  multitude.  The  unlearned 
beholders  follow  that  act  with  wonder,  which  the  learned  scribes  ' 
entertain  widi  obloquy.  God  hath  revealed  those  things  to  babes, 
which  he  hath  bid  firom  the  wise  and  prudent.  With  what  scorti 
did  tiaose  great  rabbins  speak  of  these  sons  of  the  earth  ;  Thisped^ 
phytkat  knows  hot  the  law y  is  acatrsed  !    Yet  the  mercy  of  God 
makes  an  advantage  of  their  simplicity  ;  in  that  they  are  therefore ' 
less  subject  to  cavillation  and  increduUty :  as  contrarily,  his  jus* 
tice  causes  the  proud  knowledge  of  others  to  lie  as  a  block  in  their 
way,  to  the  ready  ascent  unto  the  divine  power  of  the  Messiah, 
Let  the  pride  of  glorious  adversaries  disdsun  the  poverty  of  the 
clients  or  the  Gospel :  it  shall  not  repent  us;  to  go  to  heaven  with 
the  vulgar,  while  their  great  ones  go  in  state  to  perdition. 

The  multitude  wondered.  Who  censured,  but  scribes;  ^reat 
doctors  of  the  law,  of  the  divinity  of  the  Jews?  What  scnbe^, 
but  those  of  Jerusalem,  the  most  eminent  academy  of  Judea? 
These  were  the  men,  who/  out  of  their  deep  reputed  judgment, 
cast  tliese  foul  aspersions  upon  Christ.  Great  wits  ofttimes  mislead 
both  the  owners  and  followers.  How  many  shall  once  wish  they 
had  been  born  dullards,  yea  idiots,  when  they  shall  find  their  wit  to 
have  barred  them  out  of  Heaven  !  Where  is  the  scribe  9  Where  if 
the  dispiifer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God  made  the  wisdom  of  the 
world  foolishyiess  ?  Say  the  world  whiit  it  will,  a  dram  of  holiness 
is  worth  a  pound  of  tvit.  Let  others  censure  with  the  scribes ;  let 
me  wonder  with  the  multitude. 

What  could  malice  say  worse  ?  He  casteth  out  devils y  through 
Beehehubj  tht  prince  of  devils.  The  Jews  well  knew,  that  the  god$" 
of  the  heathen  were  no  other  than  devils ;  amongst  whom>  for  that 
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the  Lerd  qf  Flies  ($o  called,  whether  fofthe  conoodnfeof  fl iss  to  the 
abuiKlan€«  oi  hb  sacrifices,  or  for  his  aid  implored  agsiiist  the'  in- 
festation of  those  swarms,)  was  held  the  chief;  therefore  tknof 
stile  him  the  fHnce  of  DtroUs.  There  is  a  subordination  of  spirits ; 
some  higher  in  degree,  some  inferior  to  others.  Oar  Sariour  biaaw 
self  tells  u&  of  the  Devil  and  his  angels.  Messengers  are  inferior  te 
those  that  send  thepi.  The  seven  devils,  that  entered  into  tlieswepi 
and  garnished  house,  w^e' worse  than  the  former.     Neither  caa 
principalities,  and  powers,  and  goyemors,  and  princes  of  tbe^ark* 
ness  of  t^is  workl^  design  others,  than  several  ranks  of  evilangehb 
There  oan  be  no  being,  without  some  kind  of  order ;  there  can  be 
no  ovder  in  parity.    If  we  look  up  into  heaven,  there  is  the  King 
of  Gods  J  the  Lord  of  Lords ;  Higher  than  the  Highest:  if  to  tt^ 
earth,  there  are  monarchs,  kings,,  princes,  peers,  people.  If  we 
look  down  to  hell^  there  is  the  Prince  of  Devils,  They  labour  fdr 
confusion,  that  call  for  peirity.    What' should  the  Church  do  with 
such  a  form,  as  is  notexempliBed  in  heaven,  in  earth,  in  hell  ? 

One  devil,  accordilig  to  their  supposition,  may  be  used,  to  cast 
out  another.  How  iar  the  command  of  one  spirit  over  another 
may  extend,  it  is  a  secret  of  infernal  state,  too  deep  for  the  ink 
quiry  of  men.  The  thing  itself  is  apparent:  upon  compact  and 
precontracted  composition,  one  gives  way  to  other,  for  the  com^ 
mon  advantage.  As  we  see  in  the  commonwealth  of  cheateos  and 
cutpurses,  one  doth  the  fetct,  another  is  feed  to  bring  it  out  and  to 

{procure  restitution :  both  are  of  the  trade,  both  conspire  to  the 
raud  ;  the  actor  falls  not  out  with  the  revealer,  but  divides-widi 
him  that  cunning  spoil. 

One  malicious  nuscr^nt  sets  the  Devil  on  work,  to  the  inflicts 
in^  of  disease  or  death;  another,  upon  agreement,  for  a  further 
spiritual  gain,  takes  him  off:  there  is  a  devil  in  both.  And  if 
there -seem  more  bodily  favour,  there  is  no  less  spiritual  danger  iiv 
the  latter :  in  the  one,  Satan  wins  the  agent;  riie  suitor,  in  th& 
other.  It  will  be  no  cause  of  discord  in  mil,  that  one  devil  give» 
ease  to  the  body  which  another  tormented,  that  both  may  triumph^ 
in  the  gain  of  a  soul. 

O  God,  that  any  creature,  which  b(^rs  thine  image,  should  not 
abhor  to  be  beholaing  to  the  powers  of  hell  for  aid,  for  advice ! 
Is  it  not  because  t/iere  is  not  a  God  in  Israel,  that  men  go  to  Vn- 
fdre  qf  the  god  of  Ekron  i    Can  men  be  so  sottish  to  think,  that 
the  vowed  enemy  of  their  souls  can  offer  them  a  bait  mthout  a 
hook  ?  What  evil  is  there  in  the  city^  which  the  Lord  hath  not  done  P 
what  is  there,  which  he  cannot  as  easily  redress  ?  if&  wounds ;  he 
heals  again:    and  if  he  will  not.    It  is  the  Lord,    let  him  do- 
^hat  seems  good  in  his  eyes.    If  he  do  not  deliver  us,  he  will  crown 
our  faithfubiesss  in  a  patient  perseperauce.    The  wounds  of  God' 
m  hotter  than  the  salves  of  Satan. . 

Was  it  possible,  that  the  wit  of  envy  could  devise  so  high  a  slan- 
der ?  Beelzebub  was  a  god  of -the  Heathen  ;  therefore  beiDoin  they 
fi^use  biiii  for  an  idomter :  fieekebub  was  a  devil  to  the  Jews  ; 
i^teioitp  they  a<:cii9^1ii]n  for.  a  ooiyuier*  Beelaebub  wa&thechi^C 


of  devils;  Ihcrcfore  they  accuse  him  for  an  arch-exorcist,  for  th« 
worst  kind  of  magician.  Some  professors  t»f  this  black  art,  though 
their  work  be  dcvaiish,  yet  they  pretend  to  do  it  in  the  name  of 
Jesus;  and  wiil  presumptuously  seem  to  do  that  by  cofnmand, 
which  is  secretly  transacted  by  agreement.  The  scribes  accuse 
Clirist.of  a  direct  compact  with  /the  Devil,  and  suppose  both  a 
league  and  familiarity  ;  which,  by  the  Jaw  of  Moses;  in  the  very 
katKl  of  a  Saul,  was  no  other  than  deadly.  Yea,  so  deep  doth 
this  wound  reach,  that  our  Saviour,  searching  it  to  the  bottom, 
finds  no  less  in  it,  tlian  the  sin  against  the  Hoiy  Ghost ;  inferring 
hereupon  tliat  dreadful  sentence  of  the  irremissiblene^s  of  that  sin 
vnto  death.  And  if  this  horrible  crimination  were  casf  upon  thee, 
O  Saviour,  in  whom  the  Prince  of  this  World  found  notliin^,  what 
wonder  is  it,  if  Wc,  Uiy  sinful  servants,  be  branded  on  alt  sides^ 
with  evil  tongues  f 

Yea,  which  is  yet  mofa,  how  plain'is  it,  that  these  men  forced 
their  tongue  to  speak  this  slander  a^inst  their  own  heart !  Else,- 
this  blasphemy  had  been  only  against  tbe    Son  of  Man ;    not 
gainst  the  Holy  Ghost :  but  now,  that  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  finds 
k  to  be  no  less  than:  against  the  Blessed  Spirit  of  God,  the  spite 
IDUSt  oeeds  be  obstinate^  tb^ir  malice  doth  wilfully   cross  tiiejr 
conscience.     Envy  never  regards  how  true,  but  how  mischievous. 
jBo  it  may  gall  or  kill,  it  cares  little  wliether  with  truth  or  false- 
Iiood.    For  us.  Blessed  are  we,  wlie^i  vicn  revile  us,  and  say  all 
manner  of  evil  of  us^/or  the  najiie  -qf  Christ:    For  them,  IV/i^t 
reward  shall  be  given  to  tliee,  thou  false  tongue  f  Eveyi  sharp  ar^ 
rofws,  with  hot  burning  coals  ^  yea  thos.?  very  coab  of  helJ,  frciil 
ivhicb  thou  wert  enkindled, 

.  There  was  yet  a  third  sort,  that  went  a  midway  betwixt  wonder 
and  censure.'   These  were  not  so  malicious,  as  to  impute  the  mi- 
racle to  a  satanical  operation.     They  confess  it  good,  but  not* 
enough  ;  and  therefore  urge  Christ  to  a  further  proof:  **  Though 
thou  iiast  cast  out  this  dumb  devil,  yet  this  is  no  sufficient  argu- 
9)ent  of  thy  Di\'ine  power.    We  have  yet  seen  nothing  from  thee; 
like  those  ancient  miracles  of  the  times  of  our  forefathers.    Joshust 
caused  the  sun  to  stand  still ;  Elijah  brought  fire  down  from  hea- 
ven ;  Samuel  astonished  tlie  people  with  thunder  and  rain  in  tlie 
midst  of  harvest :  if  thou  wouldst  command  our  behef,  do  some- 
mobat  lite  to  these.     The  casting  out  of  a  devil  shews  thee  to  have 
•sipine  power  over  hell ;  shew  us  now,  that  thou  hast  no  less  power 
over  heaven."  ,  ' 

There  is  a  kind  of  unreasonableness  of  desire,  and  insatiableness, 
kl  infidelity  :  it  never  knows  when  it  hath  evidence  enough.  This, 
whicb  the-Jews  overlooked,  was  a  more  iri'efragable  demonstra- 
tion of  l>ivioity ,  than  that,  which  they  desired,  A  devi!  was  more 
than  a  meteor,  or  a  parcel  of  anelement ;  to  cast  out  a  devil  by* 
command,  ntoi-e  than  to  command  fine  fr6m  heaven.  Infidelity 
ever  loves  to  be  her  own  carver. 

No'$on  can  be  more  like  a  father,  4;han  these  Je^vs-  to  their  pio-' 
^n^j»  in  the  JSesect/i  Tiiat  jthere  a|ight>be  no  feac  of  deg:ene*> 
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fating  into  good,  they  also  of  old  tempted  God  in  the  Wildemessr. 
First,  they  are  weary  of  the  Egyptian  bondage,  and  are  ready  to 
fail  out  with  God  and  Moses  for  their  stay  in  those  furnaces.  By 
ten' miraculous  pAagues  they  are  freed:  and,  going  out  of  those 
confines,  the  E^'ptians. follow  them ;  the  sea  is  before  them  :  novr 
they  are  more  afflicted  with  their  liberty,  than  their  servitude :  tht 
sea  yields  way ;  the  Egyptians  are  drowned.  And  now  that  they 
are  safe  on  the  other  snore,  they  tempt,  the  Providence  of  God  for 
water ;  the  rock  yields  it  them :  then,  no  less  for  bread  and  meat; 
.God  sends  tliem  manna  and  quails  ;  they  cry  out  of  the  food  of 
angels.  Their  present  enemies  in. the  way  are  vanquished;  they 
whine  at  the  men  of  measures  in  the  heart  of  Caman.  Nothing^ 
from  God, .  but  mercy  ;  nothing  from  them,  but  temptations. 
•  Their  true  brood,  both  in  nature  and  in  sin,  had  abundant 
proofs  of  the  Messiah ;  :if'  curing  the  blind,  lame,  diseased,  deaf, 
dumb,  ejecting  devils,  overruling  the  elements,  i-aising  the  dead, 
could  have  been  sufficient :  yet  still  they  must  have  a  sign  from 
heaven;  and  shut  up  in  the  stile  of  the  tempter,  If  thou  be  ike 
ChrisL 

The  gracious  heart  is  credulous :  even  where  it  sees  not,  it  be- 
lieves ;  and  where  it  sees  but  a  little,  it  believes  a  great  deal.  .Nei« 
tb^  doth  it  presume  to  prescribe  unto  God,  what  and  how  he  shall 
•work;  but  takes  what  it  finds,  and  unmoveably  rests  in  what  it 
takes.  Any  miracle,  no  miracle,  serves  enough  for  their  assenty 
who  have  built  their  faith  upon  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Luke  vm\ 
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The  number  of  the  apos*tles  was  not  yet  full.  One  room  is  le'ft 
•void  for  a  future  occupant.  Who  can  biit  expect,  that  it  is  re- 
.served  for  some  eminent  person  ?  and  behold,  Matthew  the  pub- 
lican is  the  man  * 

Oh  the  stranee  election  of  Christ !  Those  other  disciples,  whose 
<!alli]ig  is  recorded,  were  from  the  Bsher-boat ;  this,  from  thetolil^ 
hooth. :  they  were  unlettered ;  this,  infamous.  The  condition 
^^  not' in  itself  sinful ;  but,  as  the  taxes  whicth  the  Romatis  im» 
posed  on  God's  free  people  were  odious,  so  the  collectors,  the  far-* 
niers  of  them,  abominable.  Besides  that  it  .was  hard  to  hold  that 
s^t  without  oppression,  without  exaction.  One,  that  best  knevr 
H>  branded  it.with  polling  and  sycophancy.  And  now,  behold  a 
griping  publican  called  to  the  family,  to  the  apostleship,  to  the 
^cretarysbip  of  God.  .  Who  can  despair  in  the  conscience  of  his 
uoworthiness,  when  he  sees  this  pattern  of  the  free  bounty  of  hiro, 
that  calleth  us  ?  Memts  do  not  carry  it  in  the  gracious  election  of 
God,  but  his  mere  favour. 

There  sat  Matthew  the  publican,  busy. in  his  counting«hou!;e ; 
l^^koning  up  the  sums  of  his  rentals  ;  taking  up  his  arrearages  f 
^  wsangling  for  denied  duties  i  and  did-so  littictliink  of  a  So* 
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vionr,  diat  he  did  not  so  lauch  a^  look  at  his  |ms0ag^  :  *  but  JesyM^ 
^  he  passed  by^  saw  a  vimi  sitting  at  the  Jtece^  ef  Vu^lomy  mmiei 
Matthew* 

As  if  this  prospect  fasd  been  sudden  and  casuall,  Jesus  aawkim^ 
in  passing  by.    O  Savioirr,  before  the  world  was,  thou  satreM  thifc 
man  sitting  there ;  tbou  sawest  thine  o^rn  passage ;  thou  sawesthis 
call,  in  thy  passage :  and  noiv  tfaou  goest  purposely' tfaftt  wa^,  that 
thou  migbtest  see  and  call.   Nothing  can  be  hid  from  that  piercing 
eye,  one  glance  whereof  hath  discerned  a  disciple  in  the  clodies  <v 
a  pablioan.    That  habit,  that  shop  of  extortion  cannot  conceal 
from  thee  a  vessel  of  election.    In  all  forms,  thou  knowest  thine 
own ;  and,  in  thine  own  time,  ^ak  fetch  them  out  of  the  disguises 
of  their  foul  sins,  or  unfit  conditions.     What  sawest  thou,   O 
fiaviour,  in  that  pubMcan,  that  mi^  either  allure  thine  eye,  or 
not  offend  it  ?    What,  but  a  hatefiu  trade,  an  evil  eye,  a  gripnle 
hand,  bloody  tables,  heaps  of  ^oil  > '  Yet  now  thou  saidst,  /o^ 
iff^  me.    Thou,  that  saidst  onoe  to  Jerusalem)  Thy  birth  and  ntf^ 
Uvi^  is  of  the  land  of  Canaan  :  thy  father  ^as  an  Amorde^  thy 
momer  a  Hittite :  thy  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  wert  thou  washed 
in  water  to  supple  thee ;  thou  wast  not  salted  at  aU^  tkeu  wast  not 
swaddled  at  all :  none  eye  pitied  thee,  but  thou  wast  cast  oui  in  the 
4^pen  fields,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  person,  in  the  day  theU  thou  wsst 
torn*    And  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and  saw  theep^Uuted  i*  thine 
own  blood,  I  said  unto  thee.  Live,  yea,  I  said  unto  thee  when  thou 
wast  in  thy  blood.  Live :  now  also,  when  thou  passedst  by,  and 
sawest  Matthew  sitting  at  the  Receipt  if  Custom,  saidst  to  him, 
FoUow  me.    The  life  of  this  publican  was  so  much  worse,  than  the 
birth  of  that  forlorn  Amorite,  as  Follow  me  was  more  than  Lroe. 
What  canst  thou  see  in  us,  O  God,  but  ugly  deformities,  horrible 
sin^  despicable  miseries  ?  yet  doth  it  please  thy  mercy  to  say 
unto  us,  both  Live,  and,  Follow  me. 

The  just  man  is  the  first  accuser  of  himself.  AVhom  do  we  best 
to  blazon  the  shame  of  Matthew,  but  his  own  mouth  i  Matthew, 
the  erangelist,  tells  us  of  Matthew,  the  publican.  His Tellows call 
him  Levi,  as  willing  to  lay  their  finger  upon  the  spot  of  his  un* 
pleasing  profession :  himself  will  not  smother  nor  blanch  it  a  whit; 
but  publishes  it  to  all  the  world,  in  a  thankful  recognition  of  the 
mercy  that  called  him ;  as  liking  well,  that  his  b^ness  should 
aerve  for  a  fit  foil  to  set  off  the  glorious  lustre  of  his  grace,  bf 
whom  he  was  elected.  What  matters  it  how  vile  we  are,  O  Godf 
so  thy  glory  may  arise  in  our  abasement  ? 

That  word  was  enough.  Follow  me ;  spoken  by  die  same  tongue, 
that  said  to  the  corpse,  at  Nain,  Ymng  man,  i  say  to  thee,  Aristi 
He,  that  said  at  first,  Let  there  be  light,  says  now,  FoUom  tne* 
That  power  sweetly  incUnes,  which  could  forcibly  commiind :  the 
force  is  not  more  unresistible,  than  the  inclination.  When  the  sun 
shines  upon  the  icicles,  can  they  chuse  but  melt  and  fall  i  ^^^^^ 
it  looks  mto  a  dungoon,^can  the  place  chuse  but  be  enlightened/ 
Do  we  see  the  jet  drawing  up  straws  to  it,  the  loadstone  iroa,  ^ 
do  ff^  Doarvel if  the  Omnipotent .Savkmr,  by  the  io^uo^cf  bv 


Matthew  cavlru^  271 

craoe^  attract  t^e  heart  of  n  publican  ?  He  arv^,  and  foU^wtd 
Jiuji.  We  are  all  DatuniUy  averse  from  tbee,  O  God :  do  thoti 
hyft  bid  us  Follow  thee'i  draw  us  by  thy  powerful  word,  and  we 
shall  run  after  tbee.  Aias  !  thou  speakest,  and  we  sit  still :  tho« 
Acakest  by  tbixie  outwacd  word  to  our  ear^  and  we  stir  not.  Speak 
thou  by  the  secret  and  effectual  word  of  thy  Spirit  to  our  heart: 
ihe  world  cannot  hold  us  down ;  Satan  cannot  stop  our  way  ;  we 
fUtksJtl  arise  and  follow  thee. 

1(  was  not  a  moi^  busy  than  gainful  trade ,  that  Matthew  aban- 
doned to  follow  Christ  into  poverty :  and  now  he  cast  away  his 
icounlersy  and  struck  his  taUies,  and  crossed  iiis  books,  and  con:. 
teoHied  his  heaps  of  cash  in  comparison  of  that  better  treasure 
which  be  foresaw  lie  open  in  that  happy  attendance*  If  any  com* 
fiiodity  be  valued  pf  us  too  dear  to  be  parted  with  for  Christ,  we 
ajpe  more  fit  to  be  publicans  than  disciples. 

Our  Savioiur  invites  Matthew  to  a  diacipleship ;  Matthew  invites 
hjxfk  to  a  feast.  The  joy  of  his  call  makes  him  begin  his  abdication 
of  the  world  in  a  banquet.-  Here  mis  not  a  moK  cheerfal  thank- 
flatness  in  the  inviter,  than  a  gracious  faiunility  in  the  guest.  The 
new  servant  bids  his  Master;  the  publican,* his  Saviour;  and  is 
^noured  with  so  blessed  a  presence. 

I  do  not  ^d,  where  Jesus  was  ever  bidden  to  any  table,  and  re^ 
los^.  If  a  pharisee,  if  a  publican  invited  him,  he  made  not 
dainty  to  go  :  not  for  the  pleasure  of  tlie  dishes ;  what  was  that  to 
jiim,  y^  began  his  work  in  a  whole  Lent  of  days  ?  but,  as  it  wai; 
his  BUeat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  his  Fatlier,  for  the  benefit  of  so 
winiiing  a  conversation.  If  he  sat  with  sinners,  he  converted  ti'^m ; 
if  w^  converts,  he  confirmed  arui  instructed  tbcm ;  if  with  ^  the 
poor,  he  fed  them ;  if  with  the  rich  in  substance,  he  made  them 
ri^^her  in  grace.  At  whose  board  did  iie  ever  sit,  and  left  not  bJ*^ 
host  a  gainer  ?  The  poor  Bridegroom  entertains  him  ;  and  hath  his 
waliBr-pots  filled  with  wine :  Simon  the  phariscc  entertains  him ; 
aad  hath  his  table  honoured  with  the  public  remission  of  a  penitent 
fdnner,  with  the  heavenly  doctrine  ot  remission  :  Zaccheus  enter- 
taips  him ;  salvation  came  that  day  to  his  house,  with  the  Autiior  of 
it ;  that  presence  made  tlK*  publican  a  son  of  Abraham  :  Matthew 
i$  ce^oiapensed  for  his  feast  with  an  apostleship :  Martha  and  Mary 
fSQtQrttMn  him  ;  and,  besides  Divine  instruction,  receive  their  bro* 
tb^  from.the  dead.  O  Saviour,  whether  thou  feast  us  or  wefeast 
ibee,  in  both  of  them  is  Bles^^xlness. 

Where  a  publican  is  die  feast-master,  it  is  no  marvel  if  the 
ruests  be  puolicans  and  sinners.  Whether  they  came  alone  out  of 
Uie  hope  of  that  mercy  which  they  saw  their  fellow  had  found,  or 
wbeUM'  Matthew  invited  them  to  be  partnersof  that  plentiful  grace 
whereof  be  had  tasted,  I  inquire  not.  Publicans  and  sinners  will 
flodi  together  :  the  one  hateful  for  their  trade ;  the  other,  for  their 
TiciMS  ufe»  Common  contempt  hatli  wrought  them  to  an  unani*- 
mity;  and  sends  them  to  seek  mutual  comfort  in  -that  society^ 
whiich  aU  others  held  loathsome  and  contagious.  Moderate  correc-> 
ligti  homhleth  and  shameth  the  offender :.  whereas,  a  cxuei  ^bcverity 
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jnakes  men  desperate ;  and  drives  them  to  those  bourses,  whet^f 
they  are  more  dangerously  infected.  How  many  have  gone  into 
the  prison  faulty,  and  returned  flagitious!  If  publicans  were,  not 
^nners,  they  were  no  whit  beholden  to  theirneighbours. 

What- a  tableful!  was  here !  The  Son  of  God  beset  with  publi- 
cans and  sinners !  O  happy  publicans  and  sinners,  that  had  found 
out  their  Saviour ;  O  mqrdful  Saviour,  that  disdained  not  public 
cans  and  sinners  !  What  sinner  can  fear  to  kneel  before  thee,  wheii 
.he  sees  publicans  and  sinners  sit  with  thee  ?  Who  can  fear  to  be 
.despised  of  thy  meekness  and  mercy,  which  didst  not  abhor  to  con- 
verse with  the  outcasts  of  men  ?  Thou  didst  not  despise  the  thief 
confessing  upon  the  cross,  nor  the  sinner  weeping  upon  thy  feet^ 
nor  the  Canaanite  crying  to  thee  in  the  ^ay ,  nor  the  blushiWg  adul- 
terers, nor  the  odious  publican,  nor  the  forswearing  disciple,  nof 
the  persecutor  of  disciples,  nor  thine  own  ex^ntioners  :  how  can 
we  be  unwelcome  to  thee,  if  we  come  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  faith 
in  our  hearts,  restitution  in  our  hands  ?  O  Saviour,  our  breasts 
are  too  oft  shut  upon  thee ;  thy  bosom  is  ever  open  to  us.  We 
are  as  great  sinners  as  tlie  consorts  of  these  publicans ;  why  should 
we  despair  of  a  room  at  thy  table  ? 

The  sqUint-eyed  pharisees  look  across  at  ail  the  actions  of 
Christ.  Where  they  should  have  admired  his  mercy,  they  cavil  at 
his  holiness ;  They  said  to  his  disciples,  Why  eateth  your  Master 
with  publicans  and  sinners  ?  They  durst  not  say  thus  to  the  M aster^ 
whose  answer,  they  knew,  would  soon  have  convinced-  them.  This 
wind,  they  hoped,  might  shake  the  weak  faith  of  the  disciples^ 
They  speak  where  they  may  be  most  likely  to  hurt.  All  the  crew 
of  satanical  instruments  have  learnt  this  craft  of  their  old  tutor  in 
Paradise. 

We  cannot  reverence  that  man,  whom  we  think  unholy.  Chrisf 
had  lost  the  hea,rts  of  his  followers,-  if  they  had  entertained  the 
least  suspicion  of  his  impurity  ;  which  the  murmur  of  these  erivi-' 
Qus  pharisees  would  fain  insinuate :  '*  He  cannot  be  worthy  to  be  fol- 
lowed, that  is  unclean ;  he  cannot  but  be  unclean,  that  eateth  with 
publicans  and  sinners."  Proud  and  foolish  pharisees !  ye  fast, 
while  Christ  eateth  ;  ye  fast  in  your  houses,  while  Christ  eateth  in 
other  men's ;  ye  fast  with  your  own,  while  Christ  feasts  with  sin- 
ners :  but  if  ye  fast  in  pride^  while  Christ  eats  in  humihty;  if  ye 
fast  at  home  for  merit  or  popularity,  while  Christ  feasts  with  sin- 
ners for  coippassion,  for  edification,  for  conversion ;  your  fast  is 
.unclean,  his  feast  is  holy  :  ye  shall  have  your  portion  with  hypo-' 
crites,  when  those  publicans  and  sinners  shall  be  gloridus. 

When  these  censurers  thought  the  disciples  liad  offended;  they 
speak  not  to  tliem,  but  to  their  Master ;  H  ky  do  thy  disciples  that^ 
which  is  net  lawful  f  now,  when  they  thought  Christ  offended, 
they  speak  not  to  him,  but  to  the  disciples.  Thus,  like  true 
makebates,  they  go  about  to  make  a  breach  in  the  family  of 
Christ,  by  setting  otl  the  One  from  the  other*  - 

The  quick  eye  of  our  Saviour  hath  soon  espied  the  pack  of  thetf 
frauds  and  therefore  he  takes  tho  words  out  of  the  mouths  of  hi^ 
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(Ksdqplesy  into  his  own.  Tbey  had  spoke  of  Christ  to  thedispiples : 
Christ  answers  for  the 'disciples  concerning  himsejf,  The  whole  need 
not  the  physician^  but  the  sick.    According  to  the  two  quahtie^  of 
pride,  scorn  and  overweening,  theae  insolent  pharisees  overrated 
their  own  holiness,  oont<smn^  the  noted  unhouness  of  others :  as 
a  themselves  were  Ml  tainted  with  secret  sins ;  as  if  others  could- 
not  be  cleansed  by  repentance.  Tlie  Searcher  of  Hearts  meets  with^ 
their  arrogance,'  and  finds  those  justiciaries  sinful,  those  sinners. 
just.     The  Spiritual  Physician  finds  the  sickness  of  those  sinners 
.wholesome^  the  health  of  those  pharisees  desperate :  that  whole-' 
some,  because  it  calls  for  the  help  of  the  physician  ;  this  despe* 
rate,  because  it  needs- not.    Every  soul  is  sick;  ^ose  most,  that; 
feel  it  not.    Those,  that  feel  it^  complain ;  those,  that  complain, 
have  cure :  those,'  tliat  feel  it  not,  shall  find  themselves  dying,  ere. 
they  can  wish  to  recover.     O  Blessed  Physioian,.  by  whose  stripes 
zve  are  healed^  by  whose  death  we  live :  happy  are  they,  that  are 
under  thy  hands,  sick,  as  of  sin,  so.of  sorrow  fo^  sin.    It  is  as  im- 
possible they  should,  die^  as  it  is  impossible  for  thee  to  want  either 
skill,  or  power,  or  mercy.     Sin. hath  made  us  sick  unto  death:- 
make  thou  us  but  as  sick  of  our  sins,  we  are  as  safe  as  thou  art 
gracious.  Matthew  ix. 

CHRIST  AMONG  THE  GERGESENES;  OR  LEGION, 

AND  THE  GADARENE  HERD. , 

I  DO  not  any  where  find  so  furious  a  demoniac,  as  amongst  the 
Gerffesenes.    Satan  is  most  tyrannous,  where  lie  is  obeyed  most. 

Cnrist  no  sooner  sailed  over  the  lake,  than  he  was  met  with  two 
possessed  Gadarenes :  the  extreme  rage  of  the  one  hath  drowned 
tlie  mention  of  the  other. 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  all  that  cruelty  of  the  Evil  Spirit,  there  was 
sometimes  a  remission,  if  not  an  intermission  of  vexation.  If  oft-^ 
times  Satan  caught  him,  then  sometimes,  in  the  same  violence,  he 
caught  him  not.  It  was  no  thank  to  that  Malignant  One,  who,  as 
he  was  indefatigable  in  his  execution,  so  unmeasurable  in  his  ma- 
lice ;  but  to  the  merciful  overruling  of  God,  who,  in  a  gmcious 
req)ect  to  the  weakness  of  his  poor  creatures,  limits  the  spiteful 
attempts  of  that  Immortal  Enemy,  and  takes  off  this  mastiff,  while 
we  may  take  breath.  He,  who  in  Jbis  justice  gives  way  to  some 
onsets  of  Satan,  in  his  mercy  restrains  them ;  so  regarding  our  de* 
servings,  that  withal  he  regards  our  strength.  .  If  way  shpuld  be 

Siven  to  that  Malicious  Spirit,  we  could  not  subsist :  no  violent 
ling  can  endure;  and  if  oatan might  have  his  will,  we  should  no 
moment  be  free.  He  can  be  no  more  weary  of  doing  evil  to  us, 
than  God  is  of  doing  good.  Are:  we  thereroi^  preserved  from  the 
maligmty  of  these  powers  of  darkness?  Blessed  be  cur  strong 
Helper  J  that  hath  not  given  iis  over  to  be  a  prey  unto  their  teethe 
Or,  if  some  scope  have  been  given  to  that  Envious  O^e  to  afflict , 
us,  hath  it  been  with  favourabW  limitations  ?  it  is  thine  only  mercy, 
0  Godt  ^!^..!^^.  chained^ and  mu2.2led  up  this  l^m^dog^  so  as 
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thttt  he  may  seratch  us  with  bis  paws,  but  cannot  pietce  us  witft 
his  fan{^.  Far,  far  is  this  from  our  deserts,  who  had  too  weU  me' 
rited  a  just  abdication  from  thy  iuvour  and  protection,  and  an  in« 
tenpinabie  seizure  by  Satan  both  in  soul  and  body. 

Neither  do  I  here  see  more  matter  of  thanks  to  our  God,  for 
our  immunity  from,  the  external  injuries  of  Satan,  than  occasion 
of  serious  inquirer  into  his  power  over  us,  for  the  spiritual,  I  see 
some,  that  think  themselves  safe  from  this  ghostly  tyranny,  be* 
cause  they  sometimes  find  themselyes  in  good  moods»  free  from 
the  suggestions  of  eross  sins,  much  more  from  the  commission. 
Vain  men,  that  feed  themselves  witli  so  false  and  frivokMis  com- 
forts !  Will  they  hot  see  Satan,  through  the  just  permisnon  of 
God,  tlie  same  to  the  soul  in  mental  possession^,  that  he  is  to  the 
body  in  corporal }  The  worst  demoniac  hath  his  lightsome  respites; 
not  ever  tortured,  not  ever  furious'-,  betwixt  whiles,  he  might  look 
^berly,  talk  sensibly,  move  regularly.  It  is  a  woeful  comfort,  tiiat 
we  sin  not  always*  There  is  no  master  so'barbarous,  as  to  require 
of  his  slave  a  perpetual  unintermitted  toil ;  yet,  though  he  seme- 
times  eat,  sleep,  rest^  he  is  a  vassal  still.  If  that  Wicked  One 
have  drawn  us  to  a  customary  perpetration  of  evil,  and  have 
wrought  us  to  a  frequent  iteration  of  the  same  sin,  this  is  gage 
enough  for  our  servitude,  matter  enough  for  his  tyranny  ana  io* 
sultation.  H<^,  that  would  be  our  Tormentor  always,  car^  only  to 
be  sometimes  our  Tempter. 

Tjie  possessed  is  bound ;  as  with  the  invisible  fetters  of  Satan, 
so  with  the  material  chains  of  the  inliabitants.  What  can  bodily 
forces  prevail  against  a  sphrit  ?  Yet  they  endeavour  this  restraint 
of  the  man,  whether  out  of  cUaritjr  or  justice:  charity,  that  be 
might  not  hurt  himsdf ;  justice,  tnat  he  might  not  hurt  otheri 
None  do  so  much  befriencl  the  demoniac,  as  those  that  bind  him. 
Neither  may  the  spiritually  possessed  be  otherwise  bahdied;  for 
though  this  act  of  the  enemy  be  plausible,  and  to  appearance 
pleasant,  yet  there  is  more  diinger  in  this  dear  andamilins^  tyranny. 
Two  sorts  of  chains  are  fit  for  outrageous  sinners ;  good  laws,  un* 

Eartial  executions :  that  they  may  not  hurt ;  that  they  may  not  be 
urt,  to  eternal  death. 

These  iron  chains  are  no  sooner  fast  than  broken.  There  was 
more  than  a  human  power  in  this  disruption.  It  is  aot  hard  to 
conceive  the  utmost  of  nature  in  this  Jdnd  of  actions.  Sampson 
doth  not  break  the  cords  and  ropes  like  a  thread  of  toW,  but  God 
by  Sampson.  The  man  doth  not  break  these  chains,  but  the  spirit 
How  strong  is  the  arm  of  these  evil  angdLs !  How  hr  tnmsoending 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature !  They  are  not  called  powers,  for 
2imhing. 

What  flesh  and  blood  could  but  tremble,  at  the  palpable  ine* 
quali^  of  this  match ;  if  herein  the  merciful  protectioD  of  our 
Ood  oid  not  the  rather  magnify  itself^  that  so  much  strengdi  met 
wtlji  so  much  malice  hath  not  prevailed  against  u^?  In  spite  of 
both,  ive  are  in  safe  hands.  He,  that  so  easily  brake  the  iron  fet^^ 
tsn,  can*  new  break  the  adamantine  chdn  ojr  our  £aidL  In  Taini 
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Aa  the  cfaafbg  billows  of  hell  beat  upon  that  Rock^  vrbareon  we  ard 
baik.  And,  though  these  brittlje  chains  of  earthlY  metal  be  easily 
broken  by  him,  yet  the  sure-tempered  chain  of  6od*8  eternal  de« 
cree  he  can  never  break.  That  Almighty  Arbiter  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  and  Hell  hath  chained  him  up  in  the  bottomless  pit,  and 
bath  so  restrained  his  malice,  that,  but  for  our  good,  we  cannot  be 
tempted ;  we  cannot  be  foiled,  but  for  a  glorious  victory. 

Alas!  it  is  no  otherwise  with  th^  spiritually  possessed.  The 
chains  of  restraint  are  commonly  broken  by  the  fury  of  wicked- 
ness. What  ai^e  the  respects  of  civility,  fear  of  God,  fear  of  men, 
wholesome  laws,  careful  executions,  to  the  desperately  licentious, 
but  86  cobwebs  to  a  hornet  ?  Let  these  wild  demoniacs  know,  that 
God  hath  provided  chains  for  them  that  will  hold,  even  everlasting 
chains  unaer  darkness.  These  are  such,  as  must  hold  the  devils 
themselves,  (their  masters,)  unto  the  judgment  of  the  Great  Day ; 
kow  much  more  those  impotent  vassals !  Oh,  that  men  wolud  suf- 
fer themselves  to  be  bound  to  their  good  behaviour,  by  the  sweet 
and  easy  recognizances  of  their  duty  to  their  God,  and  the  care 
of  their  own  souls,  that  so  they  might  rather  be  bour^d  up  in  th^ 
bundle  of  life ! 

It  was  not  for  rest,  that  these  chains  were  torn  off,  but  for  more 
motion.  This  prisoner  runs  away  from  his  friends ;  he  cannot  run 
away  from  his  gaoler.  He  is  now  carried  into  the  wilderness ;  not 
by  mere  external  force,  but  by  internal  impulsion :  carried,  by  the 
same  power  that  unbound  him,  for  the  opportunity  of  his  tyranny, 
for  the  horror  of  the  place,  for  the  aflamishment  of  his  body,  foi' 
€bt  avoidance  of  all  means  of  resistance.  Solitary  deserts  are  the 
delights  of  Satan.  It  is  an  unwise  zeal,  that  moves  us  to  do  that 
to  ourselves  in  an  opinion  of  merit  and  holiness,  which  the  Devil 
wishes  to  do  to  us  for  a  punishment,  and  conveniency  of  temptation. 
The  Evil  Spirit  is  for  soktuiness :  God  is  for  socienr ;  He  dwells  in 
the  asscmbtv  of  his  saints,  yea  there  he  hath  a  idighi  to  dwelU 
Why  shouid  not  we  account  it  our  happiness,  that  we  may 
have  leave  to  dwell,  where  die  Author  of  all  Happiness  love^  to 
dwell  ? 

There  cannot  be  any  misery  incident  anto  us,  whereof  our  Gra^ 
ciotis  Redeemer  is  not  both  conscious  and  sensible.  Without  any 
entreaty,  therefore,  of  the  miserable  Demoniac,  or  suit  of  any 
firiendp  the  God  of  Spirits  takes  pity  of  his  distress ;  and,  from 
no  motion  but  his  own,  commands  the  Evil  Spirit  to  como  out  o^ 
the  man.  Oh  admirable  precedent  of  mercy,  preventing  our  re- 
quests, exceeding  our  thoughts,  forcins^  ftivours  upon  our  impo^ 
tence,  doing  tliat  for  us,  which  we  should  and  yet  cannot  desire ! 
If  men,  upon. our  instant  solicitations^  would  give  us  their  best  aid, 
It  were  a  just  praise  of  their  bounty  \  but  it  we^l  became  thee,  O 
God  of  Mercy,  to  go  ¥nthout  force,  to  five  without  suit.  And 
do  we  thhfik  thy  goodness  is  itnpaired  by  thy  glory }  If  thou  wert 
thus  coomiiserative  upon  earth,  art  thou  less  in  heaven  ?  How  dost 
thou  now  take  notice  of  all  our  complaints,  of  all  our  infirmities  \ 
How  doth  thine  infinite?  pity  take  order  to  redress  them!  WteU; 
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evil  can  befai  U9,  which  thou  knowest  not,  feelest  not,  relievest 
not  ?  How  safe  are  we^  that  have  such  a  Guardian,  such  a  Men- 
tor in  Heaven ! 

Not  long'  before^  had  our  Saviour  commanded  the  winds  and 
waters,  and  they  could  not  but  obey  him :,  now  he  speaks  in  the 
same  language  to  the  Evil  Spirit :  he  entreats  not,  h^  persuades' 
not ;  he  commands.  Command  argues  superiority.  He  only  is  iiu 
finitely  stronger  than  the  strong  one  in  possession.  Else,  where 
powers  are  matched,  though  with  some  inequality,  they  tug  for 
the  victory  ;  and,  without  resistance,  yield  notlung. 

Tliere  are  no  fewer  sorts  of  dealing  with  Satan,  than  \yitb  men. 
Some  have  dealt  with  him  by  suit ;  as  the  old  Satanian  heretics, 
and  the  present  Indian  savages,  sacrificing  to  him  that  he  hurt  not  ^ 
others,  by  covenant ;  conditioning  their  service  upon  his  assistance, 
as  witches  and  magicians :  others,  by  insinuation  of  implicit  com* 
pact ;  as  charmers  and  figurecasters :  others,  by  adjuration ;  as  the 
sons  of  SciBva  and  modern  exorcists,  unwarrantably  chiarging  him 
by  a  higher  name  than  their  own. 

None  ever  offered  to  deal  with  Satart  by  a  direct  and  primary 
command,  but  the  God  of  Spirits.  The  great  archangel,  when 
the  strife  was  about  the  body  of  Moses,  commanded  not,  but  im- 
precated rather,  The  Lord  rebuke  thety  Satan.  It  is  only  the  God, 
that  made  this  spirit  an  Angel  of  Light,  that  can  command  him, 
now  that  he  hath  made  himself  the  Prince  of  Darkness.  If  any 
created  power  dare  to  usurp  a  word  of  command,  be  laughs  at 
their  presumption ;  and  knows  them  his  vassals,  whom  he  dissem- 
bles to  fear  as  his  lords.  It  is  thou  only,  O  Saviour,  at  whose 
beck  those  atubborn  principalities  of  hell  yield  and  tremble.  No 
wicked  man  can  be  so  much  a  slave  to  Satan,  as  Satan  is 'to  thee. 
The  interposition  of  thy  grace  may  defeat  that  dominion  of  Satan : 
thy  rule  is  absolute,  and  capable  of  no  let.  * 

What  need  we  to  fear,  while  we  are  under  so  omnipotent  a  Com- 
mander? The  waves  of  the  deep  rage  horribly ;  yet  the  Lord' is 
^trqnger  than  thev.  \jeX  those  principalities  and  powers  do  their 
worst :  those  mighty  adversaries  are  under  the  command  of  him, 
who  loved  us  so  well  as  to  bleed  for  us.  What  can  we  now  doubt 
of  .^  His  power,  or  his  will  ?  How  can  we  profess  him  a  God,  and 
doubt  of  his  power?  How  can  we  profess  him  a  Saviour,  and 
doubt  of  his  will  ?  He  both  can  and  will  command  those  internal 
powers.     Wc^are  no  le^  safe,  than  they  are  malicious. 

The  Devil  saw  Jesus,  by  the  eyes  of  the  Demoniac;  for  the 
same  saw,  that  spake :  but  it  was  the  111  Spirit,  that  said,  /  beseech 
thee,  torment  me  not.  It  was  sore  against  his  will,  that  he  saw  so 
dreadful  an  object.  The  overruling  power  of  Christ  dragged  the 
foul  spirit  into  his  presence.  Guutmess  would  fain  keep  out  of 
sight.  The  limbs  ot  so  woeful  a,  head  shall  once  call  on  the  hills 
and  rocks,  to  hide  them  from  the  face  of  the  Lamb :  such  lion-like 
terror  is  in  that  mild  face,  when  it  looks  upon  wickedness.  Neither 
shall.it  be,  one  day,,  the  least  part  of  the  torment  of  the  damned, 
,t.o  see  the  tnost  lovt^ly  spectacle,  tliat  heaven  can  afford.  He,  from 


CHRIST  AMOKCP  TH£  OEltbESENB^  277 

whom  th^  ite<)  in  his  offets  of  grace,  shall  be  so  much  more  ter- 
rtble,  as  he  was  and  is  moi^  gracious. 

I  marvel  not  therefore,  that  the  Devil,  when  he  saw  Jesus,  cried* 
out:  I  could  marvel,  that  he.  fell  down,  that  he  worshipped  -  hhn. 
That,  which  the  Proud  Spirit  would  have  had  Christ  to  have  done 
to  him  m  his  great  duel,  the  same  he  now  doth  unto  Christ,  fear- 
fully, servilely,  forcedly.  Who  shall  henceforth  brag"  of  the  e^tter^ 
^al  homage  he  performs  to  the  iSbn  of  God,  when  he  sees  Satan 
himself  fell  down  and  worship }  What  comfort  can  there  be  i^n  that, 
which  is  common. to  us  with  devils ;  who,  as  they  believe  and  trem- 
ble,  so  they  tremble  and  worship  ?  * 

The  outward  bowing  is  the  body  of  the  action  )  the  dispositio!) 
df  the  soul  is  the  soul  of  it :  therein  lies  the  difference  from  the 
counterfeit  stoopings  of  wicked  men  and  spirits.  The  religious 
heart  urves  the  Lord  in  fear,  and  rejoices  in  him  mth  tremoling: 
What  it  doth  is  in  way  of  service :  in  service  to  bis  Lord,-  whose- 
^vereigoty  is  his  comfort  and  protection :  in  the  fear  of  a  son, 
not  of  a  slave ;  in  fear  tempered  with  Joy  ;  in  a  joy,  but  aUayed' 
with  trembling :  wherelis  the  prostration  of  wicked  men  and  devils 
k  only  an  act  of  form,  or  of  force ;  as  to  their  judge,  as  to  their 
tormentor,  not  as  to  their  Lord;  in  mere  servility,  not  in  reve^ 
rence;  in  an  uncomfortable  duhiess,  without  all  delight;  in  a  per-' 
feet  horror,  without  capacity  of  joy.  These  worship  without 
thanks,  because  they  fall  down  without  the  true  afibctions  of  wor- 
ship. 

Whoso  marvels  to  see  the  Devil  upon  his  knees^  would  much- 
more  marvel  to  hear  wliat  came  from  nis  mouth ;  Jem,  the  Son  of 
the  Mast  High  Gad  :■  a  confession,  which  if  we  should  hear  without 
the  name  of  the  author,  we  should  ask  from  what  saint.  Jt  came. 
Behold  ihe  same  name  given  to  Christ  by  the  Devil^  which  was 
formerly  given  him  by  the  angel ;  Thau  snalt  call  his  name  J^emSn 
That  awnil  name,  wifiereat  every  knee  shall  bow,  in  'heaven,  in 
earth,  and  under  the  earth,  is  called  upon  by  tbk  prostrate  devil. 
And,  lest  that  should  not  import  enougn,  sinoeolhera  have  been' 
honoured  by  this  name  in  type,  he  adds  fdr  full  distinction,  The 
San  of  the  Most  High  Gad,  The  good  Syrophenibian  and  blind 
Barkirodsus  could  swy,  The  San  'if  Ikftid:  it  was  well,  to  acknow^- . 
ledge  the  tru«  descent  of  his  pedigi-ae,  a<5cQrdin^  to  the  flesh ;  but 
this  Jirfemak  ^irit  looks  aloft,  •  »nd*  (i^tchcth  his  fine  out  of  the 
highdiit  heavetis^  The  Son  of  the  Mast  High  God,  The'  famous' 
^coofession  of  the'  prime  Apostle,  whi^h  honoured*  him  with  i,  neW 
•fiome  to  immoitality,  was  no  other  than,  Thou  art  the  Christ;  ihe 
San  of  the  Living'God;  and  what'Other  Ab*l  he^r^from  the  lips  of 
a  fiend  ?  None  more  divine  words'couid  4all  fr«qft  the  higHest  saint. 
Nothing* binders,  but  that  the  veriest  misoreant'On^eardi,  yea  the 
foulest  devil  in  heU,  may  speak  holil y.  It  is  no  passing  of  jiulg^ 
xnent  upon  to^  sentences.  So  Peter  should  hav^  hee^  cast  for  a 
i^tan,  in: denying,  forswearing,  cursing ;' aifd  the  Devil  should 
have  been  -set-up  for  a  saint,  -in  confessing  Jesus  tite  Son  of  the 
Most  High  God,    Fond  hypocrite,  that  please^t  thyself  ih*t^big 


wel),  bear  tlds  devil ;  and  when  thou  canst  me^ik  l>etter  t^  h$g, 
look  to  fare  better :  but,  in  the  mean  tiiBe^  know,  that  a  amootfa^ 
tongue,  and  a  foul  heart,  darries  away  double  iudgiaieiits. 
.  .  Let  curious  heads  dispute,  whether  the  Devil  knew  Christ  to  be 
God.  In  this  I  dare  believe  himself,  though  in  nothing  else:  he 
knew  what  he  believed ;  what  he  bdieved,  that  heconfei^ad,  JesWf 
the  San  of  the  Jfdost  High  God ;,  to  the  confusion  of  those  semi- 
Qhnstians,  that  have  either  held  doubtfully,  or  ignorantiy  mis- 
known,  or  hlaspbemously  denied,  what  the  very  devils  have  pro* 
fessed.'  How  Ittde  can  a  bare  sneculation  avail  us,  in  these  cuses 
of  Divinity  !  So  far,  this  devil  Wh  attained ;  to  no  ease,  no  com«^ 
fbirt.  Knowledge  alone  doth  but  ptifup ;  It  is  our  lifve  that  edifies. 
ii  tl^re  be^ot  a  sense  of  our  sure  interest  in  this  Jesu3,  a  powa^ 
to  apply  his  merits  sJid  obedience,  we  are  no  whit  the  safer,  ool 
vhit  the  better ;  only  we  are  so  much  the  wiser,  to  understand  who 
abdl  ^oodemn  ui. 

This  piece  of  the  clause  was  spoken  like  a  saint ;  Jesus  j  the  Sen 
of  iht  Most  High  God :  the  other  fnece,  like  a  devil ;  JVhfjLt  haw, 
I  to  do  with  thee  ?  If  the  disclamation  were  universal,  the  latter 
vords  would  impugn  the  former ;  for,  while  he  confesses  Jesus  to 
be  tb^  Son  of  the  Most  High  God>  he  withal  confesses  his  own  in* 
evitaUe  sut^ectioo.  .  Wherefore  would  he  beseech,  if  he  were  not 
obnoxious  ?  He  cannot,  be  dare  not  say,  *^  Wliat  hast  thou  to  do 
with  me  ?'*  but, «  What  have  I  to  dp  with  iheef  Others,  indeed, 
I  have  vexed ;  thee,  I  feari  In  respect  then  oif  anv  violence,  of 
atiy  personal  provocation,  fVHii  have  I  to  do^  with  tk^e  T'  And . 
dost  thou  ask,  O  thou  £vil  Spirit,  what  bast  thoa  to  do  with  Christy 
while  thou  vexest  a  servant  of  Christ?  'Hast  thou  thy  name  frooi 
knowledge,  and  yet  so  mistakest  him,  whom  thou  confessest,  as  if 
aotbing  could  be  done  to  him,  but  what  immediftUly  concerns  bis 
own  person  i  Heir  that  Great  and  Just  Judge,  sentenciiig  upon 
bifi  dreadful  tribunal  $  Inasmtuh  as  thou  didst  ittfnto  one  of  these 
little  onesy  thou  4i4st  it  usUo  me.  It  is  an  idle  misprision,  to  sever 
the  sense  of  an  imury  done  to  aiiy  of  the  members,  from  the  Head, 

He,  that  bad  humiliiy  enough  to  kneel  to  the  Son  of  Qod,  hath 
boldfiess  enourii  to  expostulate.  Art  thou  come  to  torment  uSf  be^ 
fife  our  timsJ  whether  it  were,  that  Saun,  who  nseth  to  enjoy 
.^e.  t^mnent  of  sinners,  whose  music  it  is  tp  hear  our  shri^s  and 
^pvashings,  hdhi  it  no^small  piece  of  lus  torment,  to  be  reatrainei} 
ift  the  exercise  of  his  tyranny ;  or,  whether  the  very  presence  of 
Christ  were  his  rackf  for  the  gu^tv  spirit  prqjecteth  temUo  things^ 
and  c«uiot.bdiold  the  Jtidge  or  the  executioner  without  a  reoova* 
tion  of  liorrf»r ;  or,  wliether  that,  as  himself  professetb,  he  weie 
now  in  a  fearful  expeetatian  of  being  commanded  down  i^to  the 
4<e^,  for  a  ftHTtbor- degree  pf  actual  torment,  which  he  thus  de^ 
precates.  ,     ' 

*  There  am  tortures  appointed'  to  the  very  spiritual  matures  o( 
evil  angels.  Men,  .that  are  Jed  by  sense,  have  easily  grafted  the 
bodjr  subject  to  torment,  who  yet  Iiave  not  so  readily  conceived 
this  iRcideiK  to  a  spiritual  substance.    The  Holy  Ghost  hath  oo( 
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^iioiieht  it  fit,  to  acquaint  us  with  the  particular  spanner  o£  these 
iiivi^>le  act9;  rather  willing,  that  we  snould  herein  fear,*  than  iii«- 
quire.  But  aa  all  matters  of  faith>  though  they  cannot  ^e  proveA 
by  reason^  for  that  they  are  in  a  hiffber  sphere,  yet  afford  an  an*- 
awer  able  to  stop  the  mouth  of  au  reason  that  dares  hark  agaiuafc 
tiiem,  since  truth  cannot  be  opposite  to  itself;  m>  tiiis  of  the  sufv 
&ringa  of  iq>iritsr 

•  There  is,  therefore*  .both  an  intentional  torment  incident  to  spi- 
rits, and  a  real.  For,  as  in  blessedness  the  good  spirits  find  them*- 
aelyea  joined  unto  the  chief  good ;  and  hereupon  feel  a  perfect 
Joire  oi  God,  and  unspeakable  joy  in  him,  and  rest  in  themselves: 
ao,  contrariiy,  the  evil  spirits  perceive  themselves  etemallv  ex»-  ^ 
eluded  from  the  presence  of  God,  and  see  themselves  settled  in  a 
woeful  darkne^ ;  and,  from  the  ^nse  of  this  separation,  arises  a 
horror  not  to  be  expressed^  not  to  be  conceive.  How  many  men 
iiave  we  known,  to  torment  tbemfelves  with  their  own  thoughts  J 
.Tboe  needs  no  other  gibbet,  than  that,  which  their  troubled  spirit 
Iwtih  erected  in  their  own  heart.  And  if  some  pains  begin  at  the 
hoAyt  aad  from  tiieuce.afflict  the  sou\  in  a  copartnership  of  grief;  ^ 
yet  others  arise  immediately  from  the  soul,  and  4i^w  the  body 
tmo  a  participation  of  misery.  Why  may  we  not  therefore  cone, 
ceinna  mere  apd  separate  sipirits  capable  oi  9ueh  an  inward  excru- 
isiatioa? 

Besides  which,  I  hear  the  Judge  of  Men  and  Aneels  say,  Go^ 
fft  curUd^  into  eoerlasting  fire^  prepared  for  the  i)evU  and  hu 
mig^s :  I  bear  the  propl^t  say,  Taphet  is  prepared  of  vld,  If, 
with  feur  and  vfithout  curiosity,  we  may  look  upon  those  flames, 
why  may  we  not  attribute  a  spiritual  nature  to  th^t  more  than  na- 
tural fire?  In  the  end  of  the  world,  the  element^  shall  be  dissolved 
hy  fire :  and  if  *the  pure  quintessential  matter  of  the  sky,  and  tlie 
j^kraentof  fire  itself  shall  be  dissolved  by  fire,  then  that  last  tire 
«faaU  be  of  another  nature,  than  that,  which  it  consumeth,  WMt 
hinders  then,  but  tfiat  the  Omnipotent  God  hath  from  ctoniity 
created  a  fire  of  another  naunre,  proportionable  even  to  spiritual 
essences  ?  Or  why  may  we  pot  distinguish  of  fire,  as  it  is  itself,  a 
bodily  areature ;  and  as  it  is  an  instrument  of  Gpd's  justice,  so 
^,  not 'by  any  material  virtue  or  povirer  of  its  own,  but  by 


a  oertain  height  of  supernatural  efficacy,  to  which  it  is  exalted  by 
the  Omnipotence  of  that  Supreme  and  Righteous  Judge?  Or 
lastly,  why  n>ay  we  not  conceive,  that  though  spirits  have  nothing 
qiaterial  in  their  nature,  which  that  fire  riiomd  work  upon ;  yet  by 
die  judgment  of  the  Alnsiighty  Arbiter  of  the  World,  justly  willing 
their  torment,  they  may  oe  made  mosts^sihle  of  pain,  and,  by 
the  obedible  subniissiQii  of  tb^ir  created  nature,  wrought  upon  im- 
mediately by  their  appointed  tortures;  besides  the  very  horror 
which  arisetb  from  the.  place,  whereto  they  are  everlastingly  coh^ 
fined  I  For,  if  the  incorporeal  spirits  of  living  men  may  t)e  held 
in  a  loathed  or  painful  body,  and  conceiv<^  sorrqw  to  be  so  impri*- 
soned,  why  may  we  not  as  easily  yield,  that  the  evil  spirits  of  an-r 
gels  or  men  may  he  held  in  those  direful  flames,  and  (auqh  more 
abhor  therem  to  continue  for  ever  ^ 
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Tremble  rather,  O  my  soul,  at  the  thought  of  this  woeful  condU 
tion  of  the  evil  angels;  who,  for  one  only  act  of  apOBtacy  from 
X7od,  are  thus  perpetually  tormented :  whereas,  w.e  siiiful  wretches 
multiply  many  aod  presumptuous  offences  aeainst  the  Majesty  of 
^ur  God.  And  withal  admire  and  magnify  .that  Infinite  Mercy  to 
the  miserable  generation  of  man,  which,  after  this  holy  severity  of 
justice  to  the  revolted  angels,  so  graciously  forbears  our  heinous 
iniquities,  and  bbth  suflPers  us  to  be  free  for  the  time  from  these 
hellish  torments,  and  gives  us  opportunity  of  a  perfect  f^^eedom 
from  them  for  ever.  Praise  the  Lord^  O  rfiy  soul,  and  all  thai  i$ 
within  me  praise  his  holy  Name ;  who  /or0iveth  all  thy  jm^,  and 
healeth  all  thine  infirmities ;  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destrw* 
iioriy  and  a^owneth  thee mthmercy  and  compassions. 

There  is  no  time,  wherein  the  evil  spirits  are  not  tormented; 
there  is  a  time,  wherein  they  expect  to  be  tormented  yet  more : 
Art  thou  come  to  torment  usy  before  our  time  f  Thev  knew,  tliat 
the  Last  Assizes  are  the  prefixed  term  of  their  full  execution} 
which  they  also  understood  to  be  not  yet  come.  For  though  they 
Jcnew  not  when  the  Day  of  Judgment  should  be,  (a  point  con* 
cealed  from  the  glorious  angels  of  heaven,)  yet  they  knew  when 
it  should  not  be ;  and  therefore  they  say,  Be/ore  the  time.  Even 
the  very  evil  spirits  confess,  and  fearfully  attend,  a  set  day  of 
Universal  Sessions.  They  believe  less  than  devils,  that  either  doubt 
of  or  deny  that  Day  of  Final  Retribution. 

Ob  the  wonderful  mercy  of  our  God,  that  both  to  wicked  men 
and  spirits  respites  the  iitmost  of  their  tormetit !  He  might,  upon 
the  first  instant  of  the  fall  of  angeb,  have  inflicted  ou  them  the 
highest  extremity  of  his  vengeance ;  he  might,  upon  the  fiUBt  sins 
of  our  youth,  yea  of  our  nature,  have  swept  us  away,  and  given 
us  our  portion  in  that  fiery  lake :  he  stays  a  time  for  both ;  though 
with  this  difference  of  mercy  to  us  men,  that  here  not  only  is  a 
delay,  but  may  be  an  Utter  prevention  of  punishment,  which  to 
the  evil  spirits  is  altogether  impossible.  They  do  sufier;  thev 
mu^t  suffer:  and,  though  they  have  now  deserved  to  sufier  all 
4hey  must,  yet  they  must  once  suffer  more  than  they  do. 

Yet,  so  doth  this  Evil  Spirit  expOistulate,  that  he  sues ;  /  beseech 
thee,  toi^nent  me  not.  Tne  world  is  well  changed;  since  Satan's 
first  onset  upon  Christ.  Then  he  could  say.  If  thou  be  the  Son  of 
God ;  now,  Jesus y  the  Son  of  the  Most  High  God :  then,  All  these 
will  I  give  theCy  if  thou  'pUtfall  downj  and  worship  vie ;  now,  / 
beseech  thee^  torment  me  not.  The  same  power,  when  he  lists,  can 
change  the  note  of  the  tempter  to  us.  How  happy  are  we,  that 
have  such  a  Redeemer,  as  can  command  the  devils  to  their  chains! 
Oh  consider  this,  ye  lawless  sinners,  that  have  said.  Let  us  tteak 
his  bonds,  and  cast  his  cords  from  us.  However  the  Almighty  suf- 
fers you,  for  a  judgment,  to  have  free  scope  to  evil,  and  ye  can 
now  impotently  resist  the  revealed  will  of  your  Creator ;  yet  the 
time  shall  come,  when  ye  shall  see  the  very  masters  whom  ye  have 
served  J  the  powers  of  darkness,  unable  to  avoid  the  revenges  of 
God.  How  much  less  shall  man  strive  with  his  Maker !  man,  whose 
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breath  is  ih  his  nostrils,  whose  house  is  clay,  who^e  foundation  is 
die  dust!  ' 

Nature  teaches  every  creature,  to  wish  a  freedom  from  pain; 
Thb  foulest  spirits  cannot  but  love  thetnselves ;  and  this  love  must 
needs  nrodnce  a  deprecation  of  evil.  Yet  what  a  thing  is  this,  to 
hear  tne  Devil  at  his  prayers?  /  beseech  thee^'tornient  nte  not: 
Devotion  is  not  guilty  of-  this,  but  fear.  There  is  no  grace  in  thef 
suit  of  devils,  tut  nature;  no  respect  of  glory  to  their  Creator,* 
but  their  own  ease.  They  cannot  pray  against  sin,  but  agaikint 
torment  for  sin.  What  news  is  it  now,  to  hear  the  prontnest 
mouth  in  extremity  imploring  the  Sacred  Name  of  God,  when  the 
devils  do  so  i  The  worst  of  all  creatures  hates  punishment,  and 
can  say,  '.*  Lead  me  not  into  pain :"  only  the  good  heatt  can' say; 
Lead  me  not  into  temptation.  If  we  can  as  heartily  pray  against' 
tin,  for  the  avoiding  of  displeasure,  as^  against  punishment,  when 
We  have  displeased,  there  is  true  grace  in  the  soul.  Indeed,  if  we 
could  fervently  pray  against  sin,  we  should  not  need  to  pray  against 
punishment,  which  is  no  other  than  the  inseparable  shadow  of  that 
Dody ;  but  if  we  have  not  laboured  against  our  sins,  in  vain  do  we 
prajraffairist  punishment.  God  must  be  just;  and  the  wages  of 
sin  is  death. 

It  pleased  our  Holy  Saviour,  not  only  to  let  fall  words  bf  com* 
niand  upon  this  spirit,  but  to  interchange  some  speeches  with 
biin.  All  Christ's  actions  are  not  for  example.  It  was  the  error  of 
our  grandmother,  to  hold  chat  with  Satan.  That  God,  who  knows 
the  craft  of  that  Old  Serpent  and  our  weak  simplicity,  hath  charged' 
1*5,  not  to  inquire  of  an  evil  spirit.  Surely,  if  the  disciples,  return- 
ing to  Jacob's  well,  wondered  to  see  Christ  talk  with  a  woman,  weU 
may  we  wonder  to  see  him  talking  with  an  unclean  spirit. 

Let  it  b^  no  presumption,  O  Saviour,  to  ask  upon  what  grounds 
♦hou  didst  this,  wherein  we  may  not  follow  thee.  We  know  that 
«in  was  excepted  in  thy  conformity  of  thyself  to  us ;  we  know  there 
^"^as  no  guile  found  in  thy  mouth,  no  possibility  of  taint  in  thy 
mature,  in  thine  actions :  neither  is  it  hard  to  conceive  how  the 
»me  thing  may  be  done  by  thee  without  sin,  which  we  cannot  but 
sin  in  doing.  There  is'  a  vast  diflference  in  the  intention,  in  the 
agent.    For,  on  the  one  side,  thou  didst  not  ask  the  name  of  the 

Sirit,  as  one  that  knew  not,  and  would  learn  by  inquiring ;  but 
at  by  the  confession  6f  that  mischief,  which  thou  pleasedst  to' 
*uflfer,  the  grace  of  the  cure  mi^t  be  the  more  conspicuous,  the 
niore  glorious:  so,  on  the  other,  God  and  man  might  do  that 
^^^Yi  which  mere  man  cannot  do  without  danger.  Thou  mightest 
touch  the  leprosy,  and  not  be  legally  unclean;  because  thou 
toucshedst  it  to  heal  it,  didst  not  touch  it  with  possibility  of  infec 
^n.  So  mightest  thou,  who,  by  reason  of  the  perfection  of  thy 
Wvine  Nature,  wert  uncapable  of  any  stain  by  the  interlocution 
^«th  Satan,  safely  confer  with  him,  whom  corrupt  man,  predis- 
posed to  the  danger  of  such  a  parley,  may  not  meddle  with  without 
w^i  because  not  without  peril.  It  is  for  none  but  God,  to  hold 
wcourse  with  Satan.    Our  surest  way  is,  to  have  as  little  to  do 


with  that  Evil  Onei  as  we  may ;  aad,  if  he  ahall  oS^  to  maiiilttii 
conference  with  us  by  birsecret  temptations^  to  turn  our  speech  uiM 
our  God^  with  the  ardiangel,  JTie  Lord  rehUce  thee^  Satan. 

It  was  the^presupposition  of  him  that  knew  it,  that  not  only  men 
but  spirits  have  names.  This  then  he  asks,  not  out  of  aji  ignorance 
or  curiosity ;  nothing  could  be  hid  irom  him,  who  calleth  the  star) 
and  all  the  hosts  of  heaven  by  their  names :  but  out  of  a  just  respect 
to  the  glory  of  the  miracle  he  was  working,  whereto  the  notice  of 
the  name  would'  not  a  little  avail.  For  if  without  inquiry  or  con* 
fession  our  Saviour  had  ejected  this  evil  spirit,  it  had  passed  for 
the  single  dispossession  or  one  onl  v  devil ;  whereas  now  it  appeaw 
there  was  a  combination  and  hellish  champertie  in  these  powers  of 
d^kness,  which  were  all  forced  to  vail  unto  that  Almighty  com« 
mand. 

Before,  the  Devil  had  spoken  singularly  of  himself »  What  have  I 
U  do  with  thee  f.  and  /  beseech  thee^  torment  me  not.     Our  Saviour 

?et,  knowing  that  there  was  a  multitude  of  devils  lurking  in  that 
reast,  who  dissembled  their  presence,  wrests  it  out  of  the  spirit  by 
Urn  interrogation,  What  is  thy  name?  Now  can  those  wickeq 
ones  no  longer  bide  themselves :  he,  that  iBi^ked  the  question,  forGe4 
the  answer ;  My  name  is  Legion. 

.  Th6  author  of  disoord  hath  borrowed  a  nanoe  of  war :  from 
that  militaiy  order,  of  discipline  by  which  the  Jews  were'sttbd«ed« 
4oth  tbe  Devil  fetch  his  denomiination* 

They  were  many ;  yet  they  say.  My  name,  not,  **  Our  name  ;V 
though  many,  they  speak  as  one,  they  act  as  one,  in  this  pqssessic^R, 
There  is  a  marveUous  accordance,  even  betwixt  evil  spirits.  That 
kingdom  is  not  divided,  for  thfsn  it  could  pot  stand.  .  1  wonder  not, 
that  wicked  men  do  so  conspire  in  evil,  that  there  is  such  unanimity 
^l  tbe  broacbers  ^and  abettors  of  erroi^  when  i  see  tj^ose  devib, 
which  are  many  in  substance,  are  one  in  name,  action,  habitatioBf 
Who  can  too  much  brag  of  unity,  when  it  is  incidept  unto  wicked 
spirits  i'  All  tbe  praise  of  concord  is  in  the  sul^ect ;  if  tbat^be 
holv,  the  consent  is  angelical  j  if  sinfu},  devilish* 
.  What  a  feiurfiil  advantage  have  our  spiritual  enemies  against  us} 
If  armed  troops  come  against  single  stragglers,  what  hope  is  there 
of  }ife,  of  victory  ?  How  much  doth  it  concern  us,  to  band  our 
hearts  toe^ther  in  a  communion  of  saints !  Our  enemies  come 
upon  us,  like  a  torrent ;  oh,  let  us  not  run  asunder,  like  drops  iq 
the  dust.  All  our  united  forces  wi^  he  little  enough,  to  makeheaQ 
against  this  league  pf  destrvictiont 

Legion  imports  order,  number,  conflict. 
Order :  in  that  there  is  a  distinction  of  regiment,  a  subordination 
of  oflScers.    Though  in  hell  there  be  confusion  of  faces,  yet  not 
confusion  of  degrees. 

Number :  those,  that  have  reckoned  a  legion  at  the  lowest,  have 
counted  it  six  thousand :  others  have  more  (ban  doubled  it.  Though 
here  it  is  not  strict,  but  figurative ;  yet  the  letter  of  it  i®P*^ 
multitude.  How  fearful  is  the  consideration  of  the  number  o\ 
apostate  angels !    And,  if  a  legion  can  attend  one  man,,  how  maaf 
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iMfit  we  iMiadb  fbiflk«re  they»  who,  tH  the  worU  ev^r^  tre  at  hand^. 
tp  t^  punishia^Ot  of  the  wUke^,  tlie  exereWe  of  the  goodf  thts 
^mptatipn  of  i^oth  f  It  cannot  be  hoped ,  thei^  can  be  aay  place  or: 
tipys,  wh^n^io  we  ouvy  be  secure  from  the  onsets  of  these  eoeinies. 
9e  8ur<;  vf  lewd  mtii^  ye  shall  want  no  furtherance  to  evil^  na 
^OBem  u>r  o^iU  fie  sure,  ye  godiy^ye  shall  not  want  combatants;,- 
to  try  your  atreogth  and  iktlK  Awsdcen  your  courages  to  resist^* 
9|4  0tir  up  your  hearts :.  make  sure  tiie  means  of  your  safety. 
Tber^  art  moie  with  us,  than  against  us.  The  God  of  Heaven  is 
wttb  US9  if  we  l>e  wi^  him  ;  and  our  angels  behold  the.  face  of 
Cod.  If  every  devil  were  a  legion,  we  are  safe.  Though  we  walk 
through  thevallexf  of  the  sha&w  of  deaths  we  shall  Je^r  no  eoil^ 
Tkou,  O  Lord,  sA(Ut  streliih  forth  thine  hand  against  the  wndK  of 
^ur  enemies^  and  th^  Hgfft  hand  shall  sm>e  us, 

Cmifiid :  AD  this  number  is  not  for  sight,  for  rest ;  bnt  for  mew. 
lipn,  for  action.    Neither  was  Aere  ever  hour  since  the  first  blow 

Even  to  our  first  paientu,  whereiti  diere  was  so  much  as  a  tmoer 
stwi;a  these  adverttTies.     As  therefore  strong  frontier  towns,, 
^heu  there  is  a  peae<p  ctneluded  on  both  parts,  break  up  their 

Bnisan,  ofH^a  their  givles,  neglect  their  bulwai^Ls ;  but  when  they 
^  of  the  enemy  mustering  his  forces  in  greaJt  and  unequal  num*' 
bef9»  then  they  doable  tlieir  guwnd,  keep  eentinel,  repahr  their 
a^OM^ :  so  must  we,  upon  the  certain  knowledge  ot  our  nu- 
^serous  and  deadly  enemies  in  continual  array  against  us,  address 
ouraelves  always  to  a  wary  and  strong  resistance.  I  do  not  ob^ 
nerve  the  most,  to  think  of  this  ghostly  hostility*  Either  they  do 
QOt  find  diere.are  temptations,  or  those  temptations  hurtful ;  they  see 
no  worse  than  themselves :  and  if  they  feel  motions  of  evil  afising. 
ia  lIiMQ^  diey  impute  it  to  fancy,  or  unreasonable  apoetite,  to  .no 
power  but  nature's ;  and  those  aiotions  they  follow  wttnout  sensible 
bort,  neither  see  they  what  harm  it  is  to  4n«  Is  it  any  marFel, 
tbat  carnal  ^ea  cannot  discern  ^iritual  objects  i  that  the  workl,. 
who  is  the  friend,  the  vassal  of  Satan,  is  in  no  ^war  with  him  I 
Eiisb^'s  servant,  when  his  eyes  were  opened,  saw  troops  of  spiritual; 
soldiers,  which  before  ne  discerned  not.  J£  the  eyes  of  our  aonla 
be  once  enlischtened  by  supematnal  knowledge  and  tlie  clear 
beams  of  iuSof  wo  shau  as  plainly  descry  the  invisible  powers  of 
wickodMSi,  as  now  fmr  bodity  eyes  see  neaven  and  earth.  They 
are,  thopsfa  we  see  them  not:  we  cannot  be  safe  firom  them,  if  w^ 
^  not  acuiowledge,'not  oppose  them.  ' 

The  devi}s  are  now  become  great  suitors  to  Christ;  that  be 
would  not  conoifi^aod  them  into  the  deep ;  that  he  would  permit 
their  entrance  into  th^  ^ne.  What  is  this  deep,  but  Hell ;  both 
lor  tJie  utt^r  separation  from  the  fisoe  of  God,  and  for  the  impose 
nihility  of  passage  to  the  region  of  rest  and  glory  i  The  very  evil 
apirits  then  fear  ^fld  expect;  a  further  degree  of  torment.  They 
know  them^ve$  reserved  in  those  chains  of  darkness^  for  thq 
^gmtotof  the  Great  Day.  There  is  the  same  wagef  due  to  their 
^nsand  to  ours :  neither  are  the  wages  paid  tiD  the  work  be  dosie. 
Thpyf  tempting  men  to  sin,  must  needs  sin  guie voosly,  in  tempting  / 
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as  with  u$  men,  tfiose^  that  mislead  into  sin,  offisnd  more  than  ii^e 
actors.  Not  till  the  upshot  therefore  of  their  wickedness,  shall  tW 
receive  the  full  measure  of  their  -condemnation.  This  tf^,  this 
deep  J  they  tremble  at :  what  shall  I  say  of  tl^ose  men,  that  fear  it 
not?  It  is  h^rd  for  men,  to  beliere  tlieir  own  unbebef.  If  th^ 
were  persuaded  of  this  fierydimgeony  this  bottomless  deep,  wherm 
every  sin  shall  receive  a  horrible  portion  ^th  t!he  damned,  durst 
they  stretch  forth  their  hands  to  wickedness  f  No  man  will  put  his 
hand  into  a  fiery  ciiicible,  to  fetch  gold  thence;  because  he  knows 
it  will  burn  him.  Did  we  as  truly  believe  the  everlasting  burning' 
of  that  infefttial  fire^  we  durst  not  offer  to  fetch  pleasures  or  profits 
out  of  the  mUst  of  those  flames.  •      * 

'  This  degree  of  torment  they  grant  in  Christ's  power  to  com- 
mand; they  knew  his  power  unresistible :  bttdlie  therefore*  but 
ssdd,  *  ^^  Back  to  Hell,  whence  ye  came,**  they  could  no  inore  ha?e 
staid  upon  elirtb,  thai>  they  can  thorn  climb  into  hea^^en.  O  the 
wonderful  dispensation  of  the  Almighty  ;•  who;  tfiotgh  he  could 
command  ail  the  evil  spirits  dowA  to  thetr-  dangeoas  in  ah  instaftti 
ao  as  they  should  have  no  more  opportunity  of  temptation,  yet' 
thinks  fit  to  retain  them  upon  earth !  It  isna|  out  of  w^kness,  ot 
improvidence  of  that  Divine  Hand)  tbat:wi<skcd.  spirits  tyninni^e 
here  upon  earth;  but  out  of^the'inot^t  uisa' and  most  holy  ordinai 
tion  of  God,  who  knows  ho^  to  turn  evil'into*  l^^od,  bow  to  fetch 
good  oiit  of  evil,  and  by  ihe  wdrst  instruments  to  bring  about  his 
most  just  decrees.  Oh,  that  we  could-  adore  thitt  awful  and  infi- 
nite power;  and  cheerfully  cast  ourselves  upon  that  Providence, 
which  keeps  the  kev^s  even  of  hell  itself,  and  either  lets  out,  or 
returns  the  devils  to  their  pl£k:es. 

Their  other  suit  hath  some  marvel  in  moving  it,  more'  in  the 
grant ;  That  they  might  be  sieved  to  enter  into  the  herd  of  smine^ 
£:  was  tlieir  ambition  of  some  mischief,  that  ivrotiglit  forth  this  de* 
sire ;  that,. since  ttey  might  n&i  vex  the  body  of  nsan,  they  might 
yet  afflict  men  in  their  goods.  The  msdice  of  these,  envious  spirits 
reacheth  from  ns  to  ours.  It  is  sore  against  their  Wills,  if  we  be 
not  every  way  niiserabie.  -     > 

If  the  swine  were  iegally  unclean  -for  the  use  ilf  .the  table,-  yet 
th^  were  naturally  goro.  Had  not  Satan  known  tH^m  useful  for 
man,  he  had  never  desired  their .ruia.  But  as  fencerawill  seem  to 
feteh  a  blow  at  the  leg,  when  they  intend  it  at  the  head  \  #o  doth 
this  devil,  while  he  drives  at  the  swine,'  be  aims  at  the  souls  of  these 
Gadarenes :  hy  this  means  he  hoped  well,  aud  his  hope  was  not 
vain,  to  work  in'  these  Gergesenes  a  discontentment  ot  Christ,  an 
ttxtwillingnesM-o  entertain  himv  a  desire  of  his  absence ;  he  tfneaot  td 
turn  them 'into  swine,  by  the  loss  of  their  iwine.  It  was  not  the 
rafters  or  stones  of  the  bouse  of  Job's  children,  that  he  bore  the 
grudge  to,  but  toliie  ownei*s ;  nor  to  the  lives  of.  the  children  s^ 
much,  as  the  rfoul  of  their  father.  There  is  no  afflietion,  wherein  he 
doth  not  strike  at- the  heart;  which  while  it  holds  free,  all  other 
damages  are  Kght :  but  a  wounded  spirit j  whether  with  sin  or  sor- 
row, who  can  bear  ?    Whatever  becomes  of  goods  or  limbs,  happy 
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ire  we,  if,  like  wiie.  soldier^,  we  guard  the  vital  p^rts>  While;  the 
soul  is  kept  sound  from  impatience^  from  distrust^  our  Enemy  may 
afflict  US,  he  cannot  hjjrt  us. 

They  sue  for  a  suBFeraoce ;  not  daring  other,  than  to  grants 
that,  withonxt  the  permission  of  Christy  they  could  not  hurt  a  very 
swine.  If  it  be  fearful,  to  think  how  great  things  evil  spirits  can 
do  with  permission  ;  it  is  comfortable  to  think,  how  nothini^  they 
can  do  without  permission.  We  know,  they  want  not  malice  to 
destroy  the  whole  frame  of  God's  wprk ;  but  of  all,  man ;  of  all 
men.  Christians :  but,  if  without  leaye  they  cannot  set  upon  a  hog, 
what  can  they  do  to  tlie  living  images  of  their  .Creator  ?  ^They  can* 
not  offer  u6  90  much  as  a  suggestion^  without  the  permission  of  our 
Sayiour.  And  can  he,  that  would  <>;ivc  his  own  most  precious  blood 
for  us,  to  save  us  fi;om  evil,  wilfully  ^ive  us  over  to  evil  ? 

It  is  no  news,  that  wicked  spirits  wisii  to  do  mischief:  it  is  news, 
that  they  are  allowed  it.  If  the  Owner  of  All  Things  should  stand 
upon  hia  absolute  command,  who  can  cl^allenge  him  for  what  he 
thinks  4t  to  do  with  hii  creature  ?  The  firsit  foal  of  the  a'^s  is  com* 
manded,  under  the  L^w,  to  tiavc  his  neck  broken.  What  is  that,  to 
us  ?  The  creatures'do  thajt,  ttwy  were  made  for,  if  they  may.  serve 
^y  way  to  the  glory  of  thdr  Maker. 

fiut  seldoin  ever  doth  God  leave  bis  actions  unfurnished  with 
SQoh  reaaor^  as  cur  weakness  may  reach  unto.  There  were  sects 
amongsft  these  Jews,  tWt  denied  spirits.  They  could  not  be  more 
evidently,  more  poworfully  convinced,  than  by  this  isvent.  Now 
shalt  the  Gadarenes  see,  from  what  a  multitude  of  devils  they  were 
delivered ;  and  how  easy  it  had  been,  for  the  same  power,. to  have 
allowed  these  spirits  to  seize  upon  their  persons,  as  well  as  their 
fiwioe.  J^either  did  God  this,  witliout  a  just  purpose  of- their  cas* 
tigation.  His  judgments  are  righteous,  where  tbey  are  most  se» 
cret  Though  we  cannot  accuse  these  inhabitants  of  ou^ht,  yet  he 
could  ^  and  thought  good  thus  to  mulct  them.  iVnd  if  th^.had 
i)ot  wanted  mce  to  acknowledge  it,  it  was  no  small  favour  of  God, 
that  he  woiud  punish  tliem  in  their  swine,  for  tha^t, .which  he  might 
luive  ayeueed  upon  their  .bodies  and  souls.  Our  goods  are  furtliest 
off  us:  if  out  in  these  we  smart,  we  must  confess  to  .find  mercy. 

Sometimes,  4t  pleuseth  God  to  grant  the  suits  of  wicked  men  and 

.  B|»irit6,  in  no'  favour  to  the  suitors.    He  grants  an  ill  auit,  and 

withholds  a  good:  he  grants  an  ill  suit  in  judgment^  and  hoida 

back  a  good  one  in  mercy.     The  Israelites  a^k  meat;  he  ogives. 

quails  to  their  mouths,  and  leanness  to. their  spuis.     Thecboscu 

vessel  wishes  Satan  taken  ofF,  and  hears  only,  My  grace  is  st\fficimt 

for  thee.    We  may  nat  eveimofc  measure,  fevoura  by  coud<iscent« 

These  devils  doubtless  receive  more  punishment  for  that  harmful 

act,  wherein^  they  are  heard,   ilf  we  ask  what  is  either  uu6t  to  re« 

^ve  or  uolawful  to  beg,,  it  is  a  gT:eat. favour  of  our  God  to  be 

.■il^ied..     ..      .    •    •        ,1       .    n^ 

Tliose  8|>iritSy  whi^li  wpuldig^  into  thejswjpe  by  permission^  go 
^uft  of  the  man.  b^/f«Qinmau4  u  i^  iMd:  ttaye^  loog«  and  ^re 
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ejected  suddenly.  TBe  imtdediate  works  of  God  «re  pet^ct  iti  n 
ibstant,  and  do  not  require  the  aid  of  tiaie  for  their  maturation. 

No  sooner  are  they  cast  out  of  the  man,  than  they  are  {n  th« 
s^ne.  They  will  lose  no  time,  but  pass,  without  mtemiisslon, 
from  one  mischief  to  another. ,  If  they  hold  it  a  pain  not  to  be  doing 
evil,  why  is  it  not  our  delight  to  be  ever  doing  good  ? 

The  impetuousness  was  no  less  than  the  q^eed.  The  herd  ttdi 
xarriei  with  violence  from  a  steep^own  place  into  the  lakej  and 
WIS  choked.  It  is  no  small  force,  that  couid  do  dtis ;  but  if  the 
swine  had  been  so  many  moontains,  these  spirits,  upon  God's  per* 
misjioo^  faa4  thus  transported  them.  How  easily  can  the^  t3ttrf 
those  souls,  which  are  under  tbeir  power,  to  destruction !  tJncIeah 
beasts,  that  wallow  in  the  mire  of  sensuality,  brutish  drimitaids 
transforming  themselves  by  excess,  even  they  are  die  swint,  ufaoni 
the  legion  carries  headlong  to  the  pit  of  perdition. 

The  wicked  spirits'have  their  wish ;  the  swine  are  choked  in  tfa^ 
waves.  What  ease  Is  this  to  them  ?  Good  God,  that  there  shooM 
be  any  creature  that  seeks  contentment  in  destroying,  in  toil0eni< 
infir  the  good  creatures  of  his  Maker !  This  is  the  diet  of  hell. 
Those  fiends  fieed  upon  spite  towards  man,  so  much  mqre  as  he 
doth  more  resemble  his  CreatoY ;  towards  aQ  other  living  substances, 
so  much  more  as  they  may  be  more  useful  to  man« 

The  vtfvoB  ran  down  nolently ;  what  marvel  b  it  if  Aeir  keepers 
fled  \  That  ^miraculous  work,  which  should  have  drawn  tiM»i  te 
Christ,  drives  them  from  him.  They  run  with  the  news;  the 
country  comes  in  with  clamour :  The  whole  multitude  of  (ke  com* 
try  ubaui  heacught  him  to  depart.  The  multitude  is  a  beast  of  many 
ImuIs  ;  every  head  hath  a  several  mouth,  and  every  mouth  a  several 
loogue,  and  erery  tongue  a  several  accent ;  every  head  hath  a  se* 
vera!  brain,  and  every  brain  thoughts  of  tbeir  own  :  so  as  it  is  hml 
to  find  a  Biultitude,  without  some  division.  At  least  seldom  ever 
bath  a  good  motion  found  a  perfect  accordance :  it  is  not  s6  ua* 
frequent,  for  a  multitude  to  consjure  in  evil.  Generality  of  assent 
U  no  warrant  for  any  act.  Common  error  carries  away  ttMjt 
trbo  inquire  not  into  the  reason  of  ought,  but  the  practice.  The 
way  to  hdl  is  a  beaten  road,  through  the  many  feet  that  tread  it. 
When  vice  grows  into  feshion,  singularity  is  a  virtue. 

There  was'  not  a  Gadarene  found,  tKat  either  dehortod  his  (A* 
lowSy  or  opposed  the  motion.  It  is  a  sign  of  a  people  given  up  t^ 
judgment,  when  no  man  makes  head  against  prqects  of  e^il' 
Alas !  what  can  Qoe  strong  man  do,  against  a  whole  throctg  ei 
wiiskedness  P  Yet  this  food  comes  of  an  unprevailing  resistance, 
ttet  God  forbears  to  pUgne,  where  he  finds  but  a  sprinkliiiv^  <n 
frith.  Happy  are  they,  who  (like  unto  the  celestial  bodies,  wmch 
being  carried  about  with  the  sway  of  the  highest  sphet^^  yet  creep 
on  th<nr  own  ways)  keep  on  the  courses  of  t^ir  own  hoIineaH 
against  the  swinge  of  common  corruptioiis :  they  shall  both  deltttf 
their  own  souls,  and  hdp  to  withbola  judgmeiit  from  otbem. 

The  Gadareties  sue  to  Christ  for  m»  depatture^    It  is  toomtfek 
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« 

iavour  to  attribute  this  to  their  modesty,  as  if  they  held  themselves 
unworthy  of  so  divine  a  guest.  Why  then  did  they  fall  upon  this 
suit,  in  a  time .^  of  their  loss  i  Why  did 'they  not  tax  themselves, 
and  intimate  a  secret  desire  of  that,  which  they  durst  not  beg  ?  It 
is  too  much  rigour,  to  attribute  it  to  the  love  of  their  hogs,  and  an 
anger  at  tlieir  Toss :  then  they  liad  not  entreated,  but  expelled  him. 
It  was  their  fear,  that  noreo  thb  harsh  suit :  a  servile  fear  of  dan- 

er  to  their  persons,  to  their  goods ;  lest  he,  that  could  so  abso* 
ady  command  the  devils,  should  have  set  th^se  tctinentots  upon 
them  >  lest  their  other  demoniacs  should  be  dispossessed  with  like 
loss. 

'  I  cannot  blam6  these  Gadarenes,  that  they  feared.  This  power 
was  worthy  of  trembling  at.  Their  fear  was  unjust :  they  should 
have  ai^ued ;  **  This  man  hath  power  over  men,  beasts,  aevils :  it 
is  good  iiaving  him  to  our  friend ;  his  presence  is  our  safety  and 

Eotectidh.*'    Now  they  contrarily  mis-infer ;  "  Thus  powerful  is 
: :  it  is  good  he  were  further  off." 

What  miserable  and  pernicious  misconstructions  do  men  make ' 
of  God ;  of  divine  attributes  and  actions  !^  *^  God  is  omnipotent, 
able  to  take  infinite  vengeance  of  sin ;  oh,  that  he  were  not!  He 
is  provident ;  I  may  be  careless :  he  is  merciful ;  I  may  sin :  he  is 
boly ;  let  him  depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man."  How^ 
witty  sophbtem  are  natural  men,  to  deceive  their  own  souls,  to  rob 
themflelves  of  a  God !  O  Saviour,  how  worthy  are  they  to  want 
thee,  that  wish  to  be  rid  of  thee !  Thou  hast  just  cause  to  be  weary 
^  ns,  evea  while  we  sue  to  hold  thee ;  but,  when  once  our  wretahed 
unthuikf uloess  grows  weary  of  thee,  who  can  pity  us,  to  be  pii* 
niflhed  with  thy  departure  ?  Who  can  say,  it  is  otner  than  righte* 
•nsy  that  thou  shouldst  regest  one  day  upon  us,  Depart /ram  m^^ 
ifc  wkked,  Matthew  viiu  Mark  v.  Luke  viiu 
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BOOK  IF. 
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To  the  only  honour  and  glory  of  God  my  Saviour ;  and 
to  the  benefit  BXfd  behoc^  of  his  blessed  Spouse,  die 
Churchy  1  dO;  in  all  humility,  devote  myself  and  all 
my.  Meditations, 

The  weak  and  unworthy  Servant  of  both, 

J.E. 


TO   THE   READEH, 

jTHOSE  few  spare  hours y  which  I  could  either  boiircw  or  steal 
froni,  the  many  employments  of  my  busy  Diocese^  I  have  gladly 
bestowed  upon  these,  not  moi^e  recreative  than  usejul^  Contempla* 
tionsj  for  which  I  have  been,  some  years,  a  debtor  to  the  Church  of 
God :  noWy  in  a  care  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  many  and  rm  own 
pre^^engagement,  I  send  theni  forth  into  the  light.  My  Header 
shall  find  the  discourse  in  all  these^passages  m^rre  large ;  and  m  tkt 
latter,  as  the  occasion  gives,  more  fervent :  and  if  he  shall  miss 
some  remarkable  stories,  let  him  be  pleased  to  know,  that  I  have 
purposely  omitted  those  pieces,  which  consist  rather  of  speech  than 
of  act,  and  those  that  are  i^i  respect  of  the  matter  coincident  to  these 
I  have  selected.  I  have  so  done  my  task,  as  fearing,  not  qjfecting 
length;  and  as  careful  to  avoid  the  cloying  of  my  readet^  with  other, 
men^s  thoughts,  Su£h  as  thy  are,  J  wish  them,  as  I  hope  they 
shall  be,  beneficial  to  God^s  Church  ;  and  in  them  intend  to  set  up  ny 
rest :  beseeching  my  reader  that  he  will  mutually  exchange  his 
prayers' for  and  with  me,  who  am  theufiworthiest  ^  the  servants  of 
Christ,      ,  '  J.E. 


THE  FAITHFUL  CANAANITE. 

It  was  our  Saviour's  trade  to  do  good :  therefore  he  came  down 
from  heaven  to  earth  ;  therefore  he  changed  one  station  of  earth 
for  another.  Nothing  more  commends  goodness,  than  g^enerality 
and  diffusion^  whereas,  reserredness  and  dose-hauded  restraint 
blemish  the  glory  of  it.  The  sun  stands  not  still  in  one  point  of 
heaven,  but  walks  his  daily  round  ;  that  all  the  inferior  world  mav 
sliaie  of  bis  influencesi  both  in  heat  and  light.    Thy  bottntj,  0 


r 


TB2  PAtra rut  CAKAAHin.  999 

Saviour,  did  not  aAect  the  praise  of  fixeditess,  but  motion :  one 
wbik,  I  find  tbee  at  Jerusalem ;  tiien>  at  Cap^rnttUm ;  soon  after, 
in  d»  utmost  vei^  of  Galilee ;  never,  but  ooing  Kpod. 

But,  as  the  sun,  though  he  daily  compass  the  world,  yet  tever 
walks  from  under  his  line,  netret  goes  beyond  the  tonimr  fjriftts 
of  the  kneest  and  shortest  day ;  so  neither  didst  thou,  O  Sariour, 
pass  the  bounds  of  thine  own  pecuBar  people.  Thou  wonUest 
mere,  but  not  wildly  ^  not  out  of  thine  own  sphere :  wherein  4ly 
gbrifisd  estate  exceeds  thine  humbled,  as  fiur  as  heaven  it  abote 
earth.  Now  thou  art  lUt  up,  thou  dvawest  all  men  unCo  llHse  ; 
tbere  are  now  no  lists,  no  limits  of  thy  gracious  viritntions ;  but  lo 
the  whole  earth  is  equidistant  from  heaven,  so  all  the  motionf  of 
tlie  world  lie  eoually  open  to  thy  bounty. 

Neither  yet  didst  thM  want  outward  occasions  of  thy  removal : 
perhaps  the  very  importunity  of  thb  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  in  ob« 
trading  their  traditioos,  drove  thee  dience ;  perhaps,  their  unjust 
ofience  at  thy  doctrine.  There  is  no  readier  way  to  lose  Christ, 
tban  to  dog  him  widi  human  ordinances;  than  to  spurn  at  his 
heavenly  instructions.  He  doth  not  always  subduce  his  spirit  with 
hb  visible  presence ;  but  his  very  outward  withdrawing  u  worthy' 
of  our  aighs,  worthy  of  our  tears.  Many  a  one  may  say,  Lora, 
if  thou  kadst  been  here,  my  soul  had  not  died. 

Thou  art  now  with  us,  O  Saviour,  thou  art  with  us  in  a  firee^ 
and  pfeatiAiI  fiufaion ;  hmv  long,  thou  knowet :  we  know  our  de* 
servings,  and  fear.  Oh  teach  us  how  happy  we  ai^  in  tueh  # 
guest ;  and  give  us  grace  to  keep  thee.  Had^  thou  wafted' wMiia  \ 
me  Phcmician  borders,  we  couli  have  told  how  to  haw  made  glad 
coQstruGtiens  of  thy  mercy,  in  turning  to  the  Gentiles :  thou,  that 
oouldest  touch  the  Iq^ers  without  uncleanness,  couldest  not  be  de- 
filed with  aliens:  rat  we  know  the  partition-waH  was  not  yet' 
broken  down ;  and  thou,  that  didst  cnatge  thy  disciples  not  ts^ 
walk  into  the  way  of  the  GeiitiJes,  wouMest  not  transgress  dime 
own  rule.  Onoe,  we  are  sure,  diou  earnest  to  the  utmost  point  of 
the  botttads  of  Galilee :  as  not  ever  confined  to  the  heart  of  Jewry^ 
dam  wotiUest  sometimes  bless  the  outer  skirts  with  thy  presence. 
No  an(^  is  too  obscure  for  the  Gospel :  the  iand  of  tdotdon  und 
the  land  of  Niepth4dij  bythemy^the  seabtyondifardoHf  GalSee 
of  the  Gentiles;  the  people  nohuh  sat  in  dttrJfness  saw  grotd  %Af. 

The  sun  is  not  scornful,  but  looks  with  the  same  iboe  upon 
every  plot  of  earth«  Not  only  the  stately  pahuaea  and  pkasant  gar. 
dens  are  visited  by  his  beams,  but  mean  cottages,  but  neglected 
bogs  and  moon.  God^e  word  is  like  himself,  no  accepter  of  per- 
sons: the  wild  Kern,  the  rude  Scvthian,  tbe  savage  Indian  itii 
alike  to  it.  The  mercy  of-  God*  wifl  be  sure  to  fitkd  out  diose  that 
belong  tohis eledtiorr, in  tkemost  secretooH^rs  of  thewodd';  lUte  * 
as  bis  ^idgmeats  wiU  fetch  his  enemies,  frbiHi  under  the  Iws  atto) 
recks.  The  Good  Abepherd  walks  the  unldctness,  to  seek  one 
sheep  sti^yed 4otm  many.  If  there  be  but  one  Syrophoeniciirn  tMml 
to  be  gamed' t0tllej€^uite;h,  Christ  goes  to  the  coasts  of  Tyte^tid 
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niiig  souls  ?.» iTSi^Jf^, i^  W»ijlife/WpR5^#  i^Mb^t^  whiQli-U  sp«ttt  ia 
It,i^  k^gy  ^iM^  ^^  J)^a^  of  t:h^  mm^  qi:  oAtioa  of  CiiwiiBitcs. 

^|fj^  b^oajase  (b^  woirmn  W4f  ^f  tl^ietW^oil.  pf  .thuK^  Pbmii' 
G^s.  v^bi^i  ^'^re ?OQi^i$ly -f^jocl^^p^it of tQan^^Ut  limttitle sftte- 
v»?gg  t«,  fer/  Go4  k^ps ^cco«iH  of  p^i^ees,  utter  otir  obbvioD ; 
th^i^  py^y  n^kgnffy  bi^%i«?rcie3,  'by  <;pntipi|i^(thefri  tQ^tboiuanob 
Q^  W^ gQQ^^jitiQ»9  of  ibp  jusv  and  by  r^a^^^ing  fsivpui^.  upon  the 

No  nation  carried  such  ]^nMid$  and  soarafftf  a  e^rse,  as?  Canaaa. 
Tp f b€^  §ba^m of.  thf¥f&  eareije^^  J^ws, . ev^na &)thful. Cauaanite  is 
^  ^Uf^liaJ^  to  Cbristi  whil^  tiiey  m^gkjct  s^  groat  ^Ivation. 
«  Sbo'diqtji  not.  apeak.,  but  cry.  -  iNood  apd  deiinre  have  raised  licr 
voice1)0^  illlp(ict^nate  cldi%Qiir«  TM  God  of  Akrcjr  i^t  bgfat  of 
^earifK^^«yi6t  Kf  .lov^s  a  b>ud  and  votieHtovt^  .solicitation -^  not  to 
ipai^  lumself  ip^ljnsible  to  grant,  bfut  to  inalyc  us  capable  to  m* 
ceive  bl^ing^  -They  are  wor<jls,  fuvi  Xk<>t  pmyers^  wiiM^h  fallfroiu 
caxol^ss^  jjifis. ,  m  Yifd  i^lt  oui:  want,  oif  want^lnot^  diK^ire,  wc  couid 
,  speak,  to  God  in  no.  Sune,  but  coes.  If  y^ii  vfouid  p^e^'3l^  with 
God,  .w^.niHstwri^lb^;;  and  if  Wi^M'oadd  ^v<^c  bappjy  with  Cod, 
vc  n)iiat  ^Ji^^tle  first)  Mfitit  gur  own  dulnc^is. '  No^^g  but  cries  can 

,.  N^btt^4(4^:borAre1|en)en9esom«Kk^^i|Q  hcnfaiftb^  aadoth her 
p/omgii^i^ipg^  O^Jj^rd^  thmi'^mfifJMvu/-  >VWi  i>aos<thr«»,  what 
di6C|d^»;foui4  bair^  «afd.p)orc  J  P  blessed  SyropbGentttiaii^  who 
taught  th^  t^iis  ^^iTdfit  of  divii)ity  ?  What  oaii  wc  Ciiriatoans  cos* 
^  n^or^,  tbam  ttie  JPoi^y  and.  the  JHjUfnaoity,.  thic  lyjiessifAabip  of 

WJ^r  gW'io^^  SftviovJ  bifi'Pf^tJf^  ^.VQrdi.hb.HunMinityii  as  a 
bcui }  hifr.Mefi»iab^Mpv  asiibb^/Spaof  Davida  ...  .  t  " 

•  Qf^all  \k^ fa^Apua  prog^it9^ o^  Pbri^t^  :two«  ajw.ski^Ied'Oat  bjr 
au  iW^ipfUqar  JDa^icir  ia|kt.  Al^W^  ;f  ^  Wi%»  a.  patfual^^:  and 
tboui^  rtjie.  .patrifi»ch  >v^-(^.tirst  in  tiinc^  y^  the  feiiig^  is'-6fnt  ia 
plaff^i  'not  nomn^fof/the. digidty  qf  :tko.pecaMy  as  the^ftfoel. 
Ia^.^<9f  .tib^  ^9|^iuae«.\Mdv^by*^  it  wasb^th  )Mst  and  fr^iher  in 
nW^i^P^SA  ^  '♦Wf  bopcrtrahlo*  To  Abraham  ww  promised-  miilti- 
^)^^^^,l^l9§si|)g  ^is  s«riri5  W.Oavid,  perpetuity  qf  dominion :  so 
Ws^jfesU^.PMitfgkEHii^^  i^t  t«t,d«|t«oy  in»  peoiJa,  itisfor  Abw-' 
^iu^)a^§^evwlieQ,A9^  tP  extinguish  the  kingdou^^  itis£ar*Ba^»^ 
8^^.  l.'lfe^*^^'^^^'  .l/.TJbe  soft. of  ,AiUr*lnlta,"»  she  had.riot  ci^ne 
bws/tft  .4|i&)a9M|owM  .^t^b^io  is  thq  fifthet:  /of  the  £aii»« 

fwi  JS*v>4i,  ^i,thcv  k^jgs  erf  iJud*b  .^flferaftl.  'BHere  aromaBj? 
^i^f4i! J^i(»j%bi|t ,9fiSh ^i% :''' 9^ 'My  ikidiU > tildhi^. she . datb* pfo^ 
«te¥n %^«^||lje^j«pf t#^,:I^ii^  of :Jm,Cb^  >.the.apod  orflowTt 
Hdtec}t^M>»ld  flf^Q  (ffi^^  t^jroot  of  ;4$i«e>.ifbc:  true  andionly  85^ 
vi^iniijif  tfe  Wf«W'.  Ayboso  wpiidd  QOmv'/Wlo  CWbtto-iwirpo^^ 
UMsttc;^Q^iQ»tbe  right  stile  ^  appr9hQ4Httu^  la^lfsassGaB^)!'^^ 
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a  t^i]^  <jf(k)  and  Man:  any  of  Uiese^aevered frpm otber^ 

^^  jChris|^ah.i;)ol,  and  our  piu^'er^ 'sin^  ......    .  

^Qj^.tltus  fie wowIedgedy.wW  suit i&  so  fit  for ^i9i/a» mercy.?; 
^ip)C}p£rai.Qii  W.I  It  was  her  dauehteur,  that  was^rment^,  yet 
s^§^ay%  Xfo.x'f;mef(;yf  on  me,  P^^rnaps  )ier .  possessed  child  wag* 
sepsciess  of  heir  misery ;  tiie  parent,  feels.  both);ter  sorrbw^^i  h&t^ 
qWo.  JU  spe.was  9*  good  woman^.^o  ^  good  mot]ier*r  'Ggsaco  and 
sood.natvire  liav^taiigbt  hen  to  appropriate  ^heafi^ictiodso^'jbbiff 
^vlded^part  of  h^r^own  flesh.  It  is  aot  in  the  pow^r  of  aiKitl^en 
skiii^'tQ  sever  .the, interest  of  OMr  own  loins. or  >vpi^.;,,'We  fiia4 
WBe.fowi3  that,  burn  tlxunsclves,  while  they  endeavc^^^^^^  btow  out 
Uiffijr^.fipm  tli<^lr  young.  And  eren  serpen^. can  xeeeiy^  ^h^ilv 
^rood  j(ato  their  ^outh  to  shield  them  from  danger  No  creature  is  • 
so  unnaturaly  as  the  reasonable  that  hath  put  off  affection.  '  ,  - 
".  On  twr^thprelbcft,  in  mine  ;  for  tfiv  daughta*  k  grievQusly  !tf^€i 
vitA  a  deviiy    Jt  w^os  thb  that  sent  n^  ta  Qirist ;  it  was  this  that 

Sus^^nclinc^  Chri^t^to lier^  1  doubt •  whether sh^  had  inqulredafter 
bri^^'of  she  bad  xw>t  been  vexed  with  her  daughter's  spirit. ,  Our 
ai^tioi)S  are  as  Benhadad's  best  counsellors,'  that  sent  him^  mth  a 
c6r4,^bout  bis  neck,  to  the  u^erciJUjii  king  of  {sra^l.  These  iae  tlie 
&lc^  and  wbetstoncSy  that  set  an  edge  on  our  devotio|iS;  ^ritbout 
yhich  they  grow  dull  and  iheflectiKil,  Neitlier-are'tliey  stronger 
mQti:\[e$'to  pur  ^uit,  than  to  Christ's' miercy. .  We  cannot  have*  a* 
^ttcr.spoke^inau  unto  God,,  than  our  own  misery*  -,  That,  alone, 
saie$^  apd  pleads,  ^d  importunes  for  us.  This,  which  set^  oS 
nient,whpse(  compassion  is  finite,  attracts  God  ..to  us. .  Who  can 
^lea^  discoiiragjements  in  his  access  to  the  Tbrone-cff  Grace,  when 
our  wants  sgre  our  forcible  advocates  ?  All  our  worthiness  is  in  a  ca* 
pable  misery.  ,1  '.   .         <  ' 

;  AU  Israel  could  not  Qxampl^  the  faith  oCthisCaniuinite }-  y^sho 
mis. thus  tormented  in  her  daughter*  ,  It  is  not  t;he  tri^  or^^cngth 
of  our  faith,  that  can  secure  us  from. the  outward  and-  bodily y^xa^. 
tioQs.pf  S^tan :  f^spnst  the  ipwa^d  and  spiritual  .tl^  <:aii  aoidwill 
^rev^iT:  it  i^  ^i|Oi^,pu>re  antidotd.  ugainst  the  .othery  tthan  against. 
^v^s.and'dfopsie|iu  How.  should  it^  wh/^mes  it  may  fall  out  .that 
''(P^^ViSk,  ^Y^  ^  profitably  ?,   An<l  why  should  -wc  expect,! 


.^  ij*%  ^ :  isenger 

l^iipets^us^  "it  is  enough^  tliat  God  hath  said^ .  My  frace  is  sujficiciit 


'.  *. 


.)tffJl]^qsy^^r;^^9.Ty  whose  pgrpoins,  wl^osf:' chil- 

4ceil.were  im^u^tjeUj^Si^itlx  that  tormenting  hanci»  i  1  bear.  nox]ys  but 
ithflxT  w^ommi, say^  Mjf  dmsj^  ^.  8^9^^  y^^^  ^. ^A<? 


.'  i:  1  fi"iTO!rfff  .bpd%  affic^ 

fvjLi)g.di$pleasu^e.    She,  that  bath  |i}os( gj^ge,  coipplains  of  n]^t 

^Wi  f^'.'iJU  iLiN'i  Y/i::    ,*  (i  1    ,  t;JiV?  ii'Uui^iu  ii  ic    .   '^  \'\* 

«paitai{hluia  pejlntipn  ?  ^  ^iui  o^A^ltl,  he  answa:£d  hej'  no  La  wof^d^ 
^^  lioiy  Saviour,  wc  mive  of*:  found  ^ause  to  wontter  at  thy  words ; 
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never  till  now  at  thy  silence,  A  miserable  suppUant  cried  audi 
sues,  tivfaile  the  God  of  Mercies  is  speechless.  He,  that  comfortit 
the  afflicted,  adds  afBiction  to  the  comfortless,  by  a  wflling  disre'* 
spect.  What  shall  we  say  then  i  Is  the  Fountain  of  Mercy  dried 
up  ?  O  Saviour,  couldest  thou  but  hear  ?  she  did  not  murmur,  no^ 
whisper,  but  cry  out :  couldest  thou*  but  pity,  but  regard  her, 
that  was  as  good  as  she  was  miserable  ?  If  thy  ears  were  open, 
eould  thy  bmrels  be  shut  ?  Certainly,  it  was  thou,  that  didst  put 
it  into  the  heart,  into  the  mouth  of  this  woman  to  ask,  and  to  ask 
thus  of  thyself.  She  could  never  hare  said,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  tf 
Davidy  but  from  thc^,  but  by  tliee.  None  caUeth  Jesus  the  Lord, 
hui  bv  the  Holy  Ghost.  Much  more  therefore  didst  thou  hear  the 
wonn  of  thine  own  making  ;  and  well  ^-ert  thou  pleased  to  hear, 
what  thou  thougfatest  good  to  forbear  to  answer,*  It  was  thine  own 
grace,  that  sealed  up  tny  lips : — 

.  Whether,  for  the  trial  or  her  patience  and  perseverance,  for  si- 
lence carried  a  semblance  of  neglect ;  and  a  willing  neglect  lays 
stronff  siege  to  the  best  fort  of  the  soul ;  even  calm  tempers,  when 
thev  nave  been  stirred,  have  bewrayed  impetuousness  of  passion ; 
if  there  be  any  dregs  in  the  bottom  of  the  glass,  when  the  water  is 
shaken  they  will  be  soon  seen :  or  whether,  for  the  more  sharpen- 
ing  of  her  desires,  and  laisiii^  of  her  zealous  importunity ;  our 

7  longings  are  increased  with  delays  ;  It  whets  our  appetite  ta 
be  ndd  nistmg :  or  whether,  for  the  more  sweetening  of  Uie  bless- 
i'^gy  hj  the  difficulty  or  stay  of  obtaining  ;  the  benefit  that  <^omes 
with  ease  is  easilv  contemned ;  long  and  eager  pursuit  endears  any 
fiivour :  or  whether,  for  the  eng^^ng  of  his  disciples  in  so  charita- 
ble a  suit ;  or  whether,  for  the  wise  avoidance  of  exception  from 
the  captious  Jews :  or  lastly,  for  the  drawing  on  of  a  holy  and 
imitabie  pattern  of  faithful  perseverance ;  and  to  teach  us,  not  Ui 
measure  God's  hearing  of  our  suit  by  his  present  answer,  or  his 
present  answer  by  our  own  sense :  wnile^ur  weakness  expects  thy 
word$,  thy  wisdom  resolves  upon  thv  silence. 

Never  wertthou  better  pleased  to  near  die  acclamation  of  angeb» 
than  tor  hear  this  woman  say,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  of  David ;  ^  si* 
lence  is  thy  answer.  When  fv*e  have  made  our  prayers,  it  is  a 
happy  thine,  to  hear  the  report  of  them  back  from  heaven ;  but  if 
we  always  do  not  so,  it  is  not  for  us  to  be  dejected, 'and  to  accuse 
either  our  infidelity  or  thy  neglect :  since  we  find  here,  A  faiAftil 
suitor  met  with  a  gracious  Savfour,  and  yet  he  answered  her  not  a 
word.  If  we  be  poor  in  spirit,  God  is  rich  in  mercy :  be  cannot 
send  u&  ^way  empty  ;  yet  be  will  not  always  let  us  fed  lri3  con- 
descent,  crossing  us  in  our  will,  that  he  mav  advance  our  benefit. 

It  was  no  smaJi  fruit  of  Christ^s  silence,  &at  the  disciples^^ 
hereupon  moved  to  pray  for  her :  not  for  a  mere  dismission ;  it  had 
Af^t^  no  favour  to  have  recjuired  this,  but  a  punishment ;  (for  if  to. 
ie  iidd  in  ir^spense  be  miserable,  to  be  sent  away  with  a  repulse  is 
mote;)  but  for  a  merciful  grant.  They  saw  much  ps^on  JO  i^ 
'  wottiad ;  muth  ciraie  of  passion :  they  saw  great  Ascbuta^^^ 
imr'CiaiatVpan  \  great  constancy  oi^  her?/  Upon  dltfcesci  they  fcd^; 
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tier  misery  f  and  become  suit<Nr8  for  her»  unrequested.  It  is  our 
duty,  in  case  of  necessity »  to  intercede  for  each  other;  oftd,  by 
liow  much  more  familiar  we  are  with  Christ,  so  aiuch  more  to  im- 
prove our  interest  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed.  We  ate  bidden 
to  say.  Our  Father^  not  '^  mine  ;**  yea,  being  members  of  one 
body »  ^e  pray  for  ^ur^lves  in  others.  If  the  foot  be  pridced,  the 
back  bends,  the  bead  bows  down»  the  eyes  look,  the  hands  stir, 
tbe  tox^ue  calls  for  aid, « the  wtiole  man  is  in  pain,  and  labours  for 
tedress.  He  cannot  pray  or  be  heard  for  -himself,  that  is  no  man^r 
friend  b.ut  his  oiifn.  No  prayer,  ivithout  £sith  \  no  £uth,  without 
cbvitjr ;  ao  charity,  without  mutual  intereessioo. 

Tmt#  which  orged  tliean  to  speak  for  her,  is  urged  to  CSwisI  bgr 
them  for  her  obtaining ;  She  crtes  after  us,  Pjray#r  is  as  anarro^  :• 
if  it  be  drawn  np  but  a  little,  it  goes  not  fiur ;  but  if  it  bo  puDed" 
u{»  to  the  hea4>  it  flieb  strongly,  and  pierces  deep  :  if  it  he  bat> 
ijfibhled  forth  of  careless  lips,  it  falls  down  at  our  foot;  the 
strength  of  our  ejaculatioii  sends  it  up  into  ^heaven,  and  fetches 
down  a  blessings  The  child  huh^  eseaped  many  a  stripe,  by  hist 
loud  crying ;  nd  the  very  unjust  iudge  cannot  endure  the  widow's 
clamour^  Haaftless  motions  do  but  teach  us  to  deny ;  fervent 
suits  o&r  violence,  both  to  earth  and  heaven. 

Christ  woirid  not  answer  the  woman,  but  doth  answer  the  disci* 
pies..  Those,  that  have  a  iamiliarity  with  God,  shall  receive  an- 
swers, ^hen  s^rang^rs  shall  stand  »out.  Yea,  even  of  domesbes, 
some  are  n^ore  entire ;  he,  that  lay  in  Jesus's  boaom;  could  re-  > 
peive  that  iotelligenee,  which  was  concealed  from  the  rest. 

Bat  who  can  t^ett,  whether  that  silence  or  this  answer  be  more 
grieirous  ?  I  am  not  sent,  but  t0  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel. 
What  is  this  answer,  but  a  defence  of  that  silence  and  seemihg 
Qeglect }  While  he  said  nothing,  bis  forbearance  might  have  been 
supposed  to  proceed  from  the  necessity  of  some  greater  thoughts  \ 
but  now,  hi^  answer  professeth  that  silence  to  have  proceeded  from 
a  willing  resolution  not  to  answer :  and  therefore  ha  doth  not 
Vouchsafe  so  much  as  to  give  to  her  the  answer,  but  to  her  sob- 
citors ;  that  tliey  might  return  bis  denial  from  bun  to  her,  who  had 
imdertaken  to  derive  her  suit  to  him  \  J  am  noi  sent^  but  to  the 
Iqst  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

Like  a  faithful  ambassador,  Christ  hath  &n  ejre  to  his  commis* . 
sion.  That  may  not  be  violated,  though  to  an  apparent  advan* 
tsge.  Whither  he  is  not  sent,  he  may  not  go.  As  he,  so  all  his 
have  their  fixed  marks  set :  at  these  they  aim,  and  think  it  not  safe 
to  shoot  at  rovers.  Inmatier  of  morality,  it  is  not  forui  to  stand 
<nJy  upon  inhibitions,  avoiding  what  is  forbiddeu ;  but  upon  com- 
Qttnds,  endeavourii^  only  what  is  en^mned.  We  need  no  other 
Tuk  of  our  life,  tittn  the  mtention  of  our  several  stations*  And  if 
be,.that  was  God,  would  uke  no  further  scope  to  himself,  than 
the  limits  of  his  commission,  how  much<loth  it  concern  ns  frail 
nwa  to  keep  within  compass !  Or  what  aludl  become  of  onr  law* 

J^l^neai,  tbtut  ^ve  in  4  direct  cnntrariety  to  the  will  of  him  that  • 

^atus? 
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Israel  was  Jacob's  name ;  froin  ^im  derfverf  to  his  posterity.  Till 
thedivbion  of  the  tribes  undferJi^roboam/att  that  liatton  Was  Israel? 
tjrtin,  die  fktiieT*s.aainti  wentto  the  rtiost,  whteh  Wcr^  ten'triUfe;* 
tWnamBcdrttheasinrJudah  to  tiie  best,  which,  were  two.  GIMst! 
t'domotiob^ of ihistinhappy  division.  iTe  remc^mbttrs  tbe'ah^' 
:  nams^  wtnc^'lKr/gave.  to  that. faithfirf  wrestled.  '  It  waS  thtf 


ehristy  With  v^6m  Jariob>strove ;  it  was  he,  tlwft  Wi^ncht  Bia^rp;' 
and^iohangied  his  iaime,  and  dismi^ed  him  with  tflilessinf  i  ^r\& 
now  he  cannot  forget  his  ojd  inercy  to  the  liotrse  of'l^t^:  To* 
tiiirt .  QtAvy  dkytb  bid  profcss  bimsolf  f^nt .  Thtft  first  Mood  wer^' 
abepI]elds^  aow^  t^ey  ar(]i  4he^';  ^ndtiibseniot^tis^ddd;  ^ti^mV 
pastured,  but  stcay«d  and  lostt  O  Saviour;  w^'W&^^ihf  cMrj^ ; 
thd  hba^  of  (Isra^,.not  of 'Kdau;  'shtfp,  ndt  goiifg;  tioft  wt)lv%s; 
lost  aheisft,  Doi  'seenrdly  impdK^d  in  the  confidcM^^'of  tlieir-sa^ 
doriffitioiK  fWbdwferet^.Viiif}  if*  thMi  wert  not  dbttt' i^' uS.  H^'is^ 
notia*  JbiTj^  wMofa  ^^one  wkhdtit^  Eil^eryUraeliiBe  ^  nt^  ai  true'diiei^ 
Wb areofot rfaby  foW^  if  iwfebe  notgheftpf'Thoii^rtit^nW reduce 
us  tothy.'foldi'if  ^  be  hpt'l6Bt  iti^^uv  cAiirh '^pt^hbiisiotis.  *0 
Loi-dyctrioa  -bast  pttt>a,  fleece  Updii^^'oiir  badk^s^;  wcfhbve  lost  our^' 
selves  eiiOttvb':itn«k6  Ufi^so  ^0«»iMe  of  otif 'oi^l  wttndetinpfs,  tiiHt 
we  may  fini£thecr^nt  unto  us;  fttidtnafy  b<j  hs^pityfbp'rki  of  th^.  "" 
Hath  not  this  poor  woman  jfat^dMKf  I  Ciin  mithe)^  «te'  stl^^be  of 
'Cbmky  Aor  his  ^aainsil,  siknce  her^  IsMt  'piossible'^he  ^bi6iA(rhai:c 
anjr  glimpse  .of  hope/ aftetf  sof  T«0<4ote  ^repubei^  ?  ^y^dt'l^ill,  as  if 
she  sawnd'atgument  of  discouragement,  shecotnles,  and  wbrships, 
and  cries,'  Lordj  kelp  mid  She,  vrfiich  could  not  in  the'hdtM^  ^| 
a  word  06 Christ;  /she, <that  saw^ her- soSicitors,  though  Chriat^i  own* 
disoiplesj  repelled ;  yet  she  comes.  Before,  she  mlowikl';  iiow, 
she. overtakes  him:  before,  she  sued  alo(>f';,tk)W,  she  comes  ctos<3j 
toliim :  no  contempt  cah  dast  her  oftl  'FVith  is  issi  undauntbd'^cer 
it  hath  a  strong  hearty  imd.  a  bold  forehead :  even  very  denial  caA-* 
not  dismay  it,  much  less  delays.  Slietamp  not  tt)  face,  not  to  ex- 
postulate, but  to  prosttate  herself  *at*  his  feet. '  Het  tonefdfe  ^A^-' 
shipped  him  before;  now,:  her  kneo^  Tlie  eye  of  her  fa^tli  saiv 
that  Divinity  in  Christ,  which  bowed  her  to  his  earth.  There -cJan- 
nblJbe  a  fitter  gesture  of  man  to  God,  than  adoratHin.  .  \  ' 
\  Her  first  suit  was  for  mei^cy ;  now;  for  help.  There  is  no'  use  of 
mercy,  but  in  helpfulness.  To  be  pitied  without  aid,  *is\but  an* 
additim  to  misery*  Who  can  blame  us,  if  we  care  not  for  an  'un- 
profitable coiiapcLssion  ?  *  .'  -'  *'. 
The.verysui*  was  graciou^s.  She  saith  not,  Lord,  if  thou  cqnsfy 
help/m^y  lis'the.fatheitiof  the  lunatic;  but  professies  the  po\ver, 
wlule-sbe  begs  thd  act^'iand  gtvett  glorj%  wheJe  slie  wdUld'hi^'e 

•.  Who  now  can  expe^  othor  than  a  fair  and  yieldfeff  ^^^^^TJ?- 
so  humble,  *b  faithful,  so.  patient  a' suppliant  ?  NVhatT^^aA  ip^, 
well,  if  a  prayer  Of  fiiith  fmm^thfe  kiiees  of  humility  sitcceeds-fifet? 
And  yet  behold,  the  further  she  goes;  tte-W9rse*rf^e^fefeir^  *»^'* 
discouragement  is:  doubled  with  her  suit ;  //  is'twl  gdtd;  to  t^f^e 
the  diiidrtn's  breads  and*  t^'caU  it  to  (%«<•  First,  hk  ^ilAce  tnt- 
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^IRei  ff  contempt  $•  di^n,  imatitfwef  dbfehded^his  ^l^nci^f  Wtv\  Mft 
speech  ^e<{^re8idS  und^defcdids  h«'Mnt6ttipli<  Lbf  helltfllltufti#A 
her  from  a  vDBiEvn  t^r^^og  ^  and^'  asit.werjfc;  s^urn;^  hi$t^  IVohi  trii 
feet;*  with  a  vliafsh>repuke.     What  shaM  w^  say  ?«  i^  th^*  t^ifmb.  <$f 


ed  :  tbe  Scrifbfesand  Pharitiee^,  a  g(Aeratiofn-of: Vipers;  i(bby'%Vere 
Tenomous/atid  erueh  Jtidas,  &I>eiil;  he  was  lloth  tcmimtQ  IMA  . 
tieacherous.  •  But-here  was  a^'Oman  in  distreca^y  and'clislfft^.islMiia 
)enges  mercy ;  a  good  womttn,^  a'faithful  stt]^]^K£Ct]te/4i  ^^umahkl^ 
disciple,^ a  C-hfistJan Canaait'itib ;  pit  tated  aiMi^wMpf  <>(«€  1W  ^^^^ 
by  me,  \«4to  wcft  all  goodness  aad  dlen:y !  How  diflerdntiar^'tiS^ 
waysfrotn^crurEir  Even  thy  Severity  argucif fat^bur.*    The  itid^'^fhS 
noe  bete  so  bIiu^,  if  tbdu  hidst  not  found- th6"fbirthis6  stmTSg^f  $| 
thou  hadst  not  meant  the  issue  so  happy.   -  Thou  hadst  not  dri^^ 
her  away  as  ^  dbgv  if^thou  badgt  not  intended  tto  adulil  her  fi^  a 
^int;  and  to  ad  ranee  her  as  much  for  a  pattehl  of  faitlH-as  tifetl 
de^rcssedsT  her  for  a' spectacle  of  conteitipt.        .  *      "    »  *.       :"t 
The  time*w»s>  wh^n'  the  Jews  were  children,  and  thd  X$e«itrt^^ 
dog$!  now  the  ease  is  happily  altered ;  *the  Jews  kr^  the  do^s, '  (so 
^11?  dear  and  divine  countrvtban  callathe  concHsion,)  we  fj^rit^eV 
are  the  ohildi«n;    What  certainty  is  there  in  ati  exterileit  profc^i 
sion^  ftetgivogrtisonfytoseem^'norto  be;  atloasVthei)«iirgttlHif^ 
it 'gives  iis  dottbtliil  atid'tempomry'?  ^We  may  be  cbSdreYT  to^ay;s 
and'dQgfr  tq^mbrrow.    The  ttf ue  assurance  of  <otir  e<fiivdi<^A  ^  ih* 
^deci)ae  aiidcoreuaiitof  God  on>  hifr^part',  i^.our  faltft  aiid  ob^i^ 
AkfuSe  ^n  icmtfL  -HiNi^  Aey  of' cfaiidreA  became^dogs^  it  4s  fadr  hard' 
to  say :  their  Dresumption,  their^unbelief  trftiisfonneditil^ifl;'  And} 
tmy^tttttt  then' bnitbhnesfi,  thty  set  their  4ang^  llp<in  tlM  {.otd^^of 
InMc     HW  we>^ofrdo^  becom^tchildten^  I'kAo^fk^PMiMrt  bQf^ 
O'tktdijah'J'  BvnKxu  xwxiiii  That,  w-bich^  aCtHe> first,  slhtt^^ 
theilT'dut  front<tiie:  mtions  df  tbe  woi4d;  ha€h,-.fltflMI,  (Siilgyv^a/ 
out  from  tlieMvovki>and  thenu    Ji  li-^M*  in  hlnh  iltit  u>iUetU;  fM><^ 
i»r  JufiP  ihat'frunnetky  but^in  Ood  rim4*hathm€P(y:    \M>^V'^^(^ 
should  we''MedB  tbf  gioodnestf^  thac  we  Hf  dogs  aM  childlem !'  h&M 
sboliKl-'wefctiy^tfiy  jvstice,  since  rhoy^of  •  idiiTdren  ave  dogsl^  >^1\f 
kt'usnot  be . l#)gi«niihded^  buttrettfbl^:    If  chay  >l^recQtiofl^  ^\^ 
cmcMttd  theo  in  tbine  humbled'  estate;  what*  ^^m^- wee^e^t^f^  tVfib 
cmiify  thei^  daii^rm  thyglory  ?       -i  •       •  *  •!  •:       *.  .  •  •    . 
-Novv),  whatlorantt-yipaitience  woukl  siM  have  keen  oveVstrbin^;^ 
with  'SO  cdni»iifMhii0U8 1^  repulse'  ?  -  How  f^m^  but  wMtd  >hay^4alleh^ 
into  intemiiieyatei'piifiBionSy'-iilto  passionate  expbsitulations!'  ^^  Avt^ 
thou»the  pFO{>het  of  God,  that  so  disdainfully  entertaincst  poor 
suppliants  i  Is  this  the  comfort;  that  thou  dealest  to  the  distressed  I 
Is  this  the  &ui^o/^my  htjn^We  adpra^ioQ,  of  my  faitWul  profes- 
sion ?    Didl^smfrl'  or 'bark  it  thee,  when  I'call'edtltee  M<;  Son  oji 
David?  Dioki  R«r  iipoa  thee  othOrwiso>thail^ith  tti/pt^ers  Md^ 
tears?   Atidmf  abia  tierm  wertdk  for  Jmy  vifdHess^'  yet'dflth  ^It^b^- ' 
conic  thy  lips?  is>it  iioc  soccow  cftoagi^it^  m^;  tiiiit'i  "A^^afflibt^Hl' 
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wHb  my  daugtiter's  misery,  hut  that  thou»  of  whom  I  hoped  for 
iidief,  must  a^d  to  mioe  affliottoo  in  an  unkind  reproach  r^*  But 
hero  ifi  nope  of  all  thi».  Contrarily^  her  homili^  grants  dl ;  her 
patience  overcomes  all ;  and  ahe  meekly  answera,  Truths  Lord^ 
jf€i  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  whkk/oUfrom  their  master's  tAile. 

The  t^y  is  not  more  witty,  than  feithfiiL  <<  O  Lord,  thou. 
art  truth  itself.  Thy  words  can  be  no  other  than  truth.  Thou 
bait  called  me  a  d0g|  and  a  dog  I  am :  give  mie  thei^ore  the  favour 
ind  {Privilege  of  a  dog»  that  I  may  eather  up  some  crumbs  of 
marcy  from  under  that  table,  whereat  thy  childrai  sit.  TUs  bless* 
ingy  though  great  to  me,  yet  to  the  infiniteness  of  thy  pow«r  and 
mmcv  ia  but  as  a^crumb  to  a  feast.  I  presume  not  to  press  to  the 
bovo»  but  to  creep  under  it.  Deny  me  not  diose  small  jrfiils, 
which  eke  would  be  swept  away  in  the  dust.  After  thia  stripe, 
«ve  me  but  a  crumb,  and  Ishall  fawn  upon  thee,  aad  depart  satis- 

0  woman,  say  I,  great  is  thy  hunnlity:,  sreat  is  thy  patience; 
kut,  O  nxnnan,  saith  my  Saviour,  great  is  t^  faith.  He  sees  the 
root ;  we,  the  stock.  Nothing  b^  faith  could  tbua  temper  the 
iKart,  thus  strengthen  the  soul,  thus  cliacm  the  tongue. 

O  precious  faith !  O  acceptable  perseverance !  It  is  oo  marvel, 
if  tiiat  chiding  end  in  favour :  £e  it  to  thety  eoen  as  thou  wilt. 
Newr  did  such  grace  go  away  uncrowned.  .  The  beneficence 
had  been  strait,  if  thou  iiadst  not  carried  away  more  than  thou 
roedst  for.  I^.  thou,  that  earnest  a  dog,  goest  away  a  chiU ; 
thou,  that  wouldst  but  creep  under  the  cbilcberi^s  feet,  art  aet  at 
their  albow ;  thou,  that  wouldst  have  taken  up  a  crumb,  art  feasted 
with  fiill  dishes.  The  way  to  speed  well  at  God*s  haad  is^  tc^be 
humblfed  in  his  eyes  and  in  our  own. 

It  is  quite  otherwise  with  God,  and  with  mm.  With  men,  we 
are  $o  accounted  of,  as  we  account  of  ourselves :  he  shall  be  sura 
to  be  accounted  vile  in  the  sight  of  othecs,  which  is  vile  in  his  own. 
With  God,  nodung  is  got  by  vain  ostentation ;  netiung  is  hist  by 
abasement.  O  Gm,  wlcn  we  kok  down  to  our  own  wmkness, 
aad  cast  up  our  efes  to  thine  infiniteness,  thine  omnipotenoe,  what. 
poor  things  we  are !  but  udien  we  look  down  upop  our  sins  and 
wickedness,  how  ^U  we  express  our  shame  ?  Nwe  of  all  thy 
creatures^  except  devils,  are  capable  of  ao  foul «  qmdity..  M  we 
have  thua  made  oura^ves  worse  than  beasts,  so  let  us,  in  a  sincere 
humbleneaa  of  mind^  acknowledge  it  to  thee,  who  canst  pity,  f<Qtw 
give,  recbess  it.  €o  setting  ourselves  down  at  dbe  lower  end  of 
the  table  of  thy  ci»atufes,  thou,  the  great  Maeier  of  the  Fea^ti 
mayst  be  pleased  to  advance  us  to  the  height  of  glory. 

Matthew  «v« 

« 

THE  DE^VF  AND  DUMB  MAN  CURED. 

Out  Saviour's  entrdnee  into  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  was  not 
without  a  miracle  i  neither  was  hi$  regress ;  as  the  sun  neither  risss 
nor  sets  without  light.    In  hb  eattanee,  be  delivers  the  dau^tor 
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of  the  Syrophoenidsn ;  in  his  egress,  lie  cures  tlie  Deaf  and  Duin))« 
He  can  no  more  want  work,  than  that  work  can  want  success. 

Whether  the  |>atient  were  naluralljr  deaf  and  perfectly  'duaib. 
or  knjperfectly  dumb  and  accidentally  deaf,  I  febour  hot.  Sore  I 
am,  that  be  was  so  deaf,  that  he  could  not  bear  of  Christ.;  so  dumb, 
tiat  be  could  not  speak  for  himself.  Good  neighbours  supply  his 
ears,  his  tongue ;  uiey  bring  him  to  Christ.  Behold  a  miracle  led 
in  by  clarity,  acted  by  power,  kd  out  br  siodesty, 

It  was  a  true  office  of  We,  to  speak  tnuis.ii^  tbe  cau^e  of  the 
datnb;  to  lend  senses  to  him'tbat  wanted.  INx>r  man !  he  had 
notUag  to  entreat  for  htm,  but  his  inipoMice :  here  waa  neither 
ear  to  inform,  nor  tongue  to  crkre.  His  firiends  are  sensible  of 
Uf  infirmity,  and,  unasked,  bring  him  to  core.  This  'spiritual 
service  we  owe  to  each  other.  It  is  true,  we  should  be  <)aick  of 
bearing  to  the  things  of  God  and  of  our  peace,  quick  of  tongue 
tocall  fw  cvKt  helps ;  but,  alas !  we  ar^  naturaQy  deaf  and  dumb 
to  good.  We  have  ear  and  tongue  enot^  for  the  world  :  if  that' 
do  but  whisper,  we  hear  it ;  if  that  do  but  drawback,  we  cry  after 
it:  we  have  neither  for  God.  E\%r  ^inee  bur  ear  was  l^nt  to  thfe 
Serpent  io  PSaradise,  it  bath  been  sptrituidly  dbaf ;  ever  sin6&'we 
let  onr  toodi  in  the  forbidden  fruit,  our  tongue  hath  been  speechr 
less  to  God ;  and  that,  which  was  faulty  in  tlie  ropff,  is  worse  iij^' 
the  branches.  Every  soul  is  more  deafened  and  bedumbed*by 
iacreasiiig  corruptions,  by  actual  sins.  Some  ears  the  infinite  mercy 
cf  God  hath  bored;  some  tongues  he  hath  vntie4  by  the  power 
of  regeneration :  these  are  wanting  to  their  holy  ftcuhies,  ir  they 
do  not  improve  themsdves,  in  bringing  the  dcsaf  and  dumb  untjp 
Christ.  ^    ^  :      •  •  . 

There  are  some  deaf  and*  dumb,  upon  neces5dty ;  some  others, 
upon  aAeetation.  Those,  such  as  live  either  out  of  the  mie  of 
the  CSiurcb,  or  under  a  spiritual  tyranny  within  the  Church,  y^' 
have  Bo  iielp  for  them  but  our  pra}n2rs ;  our  pit^  can  reach  fturther 
than  our  aid :  these,  such  as  may  hear  of  a  Cllnsti  and  sue  to  him« 
but  will  not ;  a  condition  so  much  mom  fearfvll,  as  it  is  more  vo- 
kntary.  This  kind  is  full  of  woeful  variety :  while  soiDe  a)^  deaf 
by  an  oatward  obtumtion,  whether  by  the  prejudice  of  Uie  TeachfT^ 
or  by  aecular  occasions  and  distractions ;  others,  by  the  inwardly- 
vpostlmming  tumours  of  pride,  by  tlie  ill  vapours  of  carnal  aflec* 
tuns,  «f  Iroward  resolutions.  All  of  them,  like  tlie  deaf  adder, 
Iwvia  tbesr  ears  shut  to  the  Divine  Charmer.  O  miserable  cohdttiou' 
of  foolidi  men,  so  peevi^y  averse  from  their  own  salvation ;  .so 
mudb  more  worthy  of  our  conpniseration,  as  it  is  more  incapable 
of  their  own !  These  are  the  men,  whose  cure  we  must  labour ; 
v4iom  we  must  bring  to  Christ,  bv  admonition,  by  ttueats,  by  au« 
tbority,  and,  if  need  be,  bv  wboie^dme  compukions. 

They  do  not  only  Imd  their  band  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  but' 
Aeir  tongue  also :  they  say  for  him  that,  which  he  could  not  but 
^h  to  aay  for  himseU.  Doubtless,  they  had  made  si^ns  to  him, 
of  what  they  intended ;  and,  finding  him  forward  in  his  desir^^ 
>Mm  thq^  speak  to  Christ  for  him.  Every  man  lightly  bath  a 
<«ogue  to  ^ak  for  himself  j  happy  is  ho,  that  keeps  a  tongue  for 
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interce^ion^.   Ij^^n  i^  l^oth  the  largest  itt^prpyemom  of  our  lova^ 

ti^j  >  Thus;  .vnV  fmf  p|];,Uffe  tbose^  that  >i'e  s|^  xiever  sect ;  tlioser, 
tJiWt  caij  nevtgr.  thaalk  i^s^V  This  h<5f>^<^?P€  oaitnat  iiupoveriib  us: 
fFieiiori-  w«£i\:f  j  wejhave  stilVthe  inorp;*  .1^  \^  si  iiafb  .fUni  Ifeppy 
8tpr(;4  tijgtcuitnot  be  inip^irud  by.  onr  hpju^  •         i   • 

M^lmf  was  ditir  ^ujtj  but  tbajt  .Christ. woiim..pqt  liis'hwrt  upon 

a neo^ity/iitf  l^i& If uch i.*liu%  &v  tli^t  thw «»)¥  ihis  was^thponit^ 

D^rjj^pp^r^  bo);^'  d|  ;SiMrist  aiid  hi&  ctiscipltsi  b^  touohin^  t»»  heal; 

,  C["^.  H^l'V^jpnjgjr  ifft  dirpct^  tp  the  ii^Mftl  pri>ccediiig?ik:off  God, 

^  ]tfis..^c?a^  Sqjust  b<5^^^  ri})^  pf  pur  pmy^^rs ;  our  prajrerst  luajt  uot 

..Th^l5fa5}p^;Sajjr;tpur,.wb^  ^fesifes,  does 

ttorq.tji^g  llJ^fH&.fpf?!  No^  wfy  dptfcfli^  loiiChHheri)ful;yV  ^^^ 
y^ifss  hmi  b^  dr<^4ai^,  ai{4'Ieadei  hiip  froKfbtho  innltitade. 
\^  tie ,.  tbde  \v(Tu^  tii^  heaflod  of  hi?  p^iriti|9i|  infin^iHies^ .  mmt  be 
s^^QjftjiTed  fifpij) . tte  thppng  <|f  the  ^ortdt  : Tli^Wiis  ?^  gppjluse^ 
U\.d^e.ti{nes»  dC.  49*itffrMMn;$.  Th^t  se^t  eiin  rwmrrcppjiiGaii 
tbat  .is.'  npt  son^^imes  retired.  -  TH^  iupdefutr*  Bi!i!degrf>pni  t^f'tho 
ChUfcb  .,wijl  .«at^inipfai;t-  hiii^i^lf  to,  his.  SfK>VSQ,:  l^efore  o^inpaiiyJ 
Pf,  ticrb^p6,  tlji^,^cpes8i^  ^-a^for  ourjejiampk,  of  a ^hng'aiKl 
ij^^fyf  ^yQf^j^tie^  of'  vai.t;^)^!^.  ul^  Qiir  actions.  W^i^iCQ  iilsQ'it  i^ 
^i  pur.  ^vj^t^r  givft*  dn  aftercliar^^  pfi  «^Qre$  j>  Ho,  that'«<Kili 
sjay^-J^el  that  dptn,e:vMy  h^^^^  tlHiightf  Qs»ehewfcth'tbe  light  eveit 
^^ia^^u  t?  sfjek.ber^own  glors  \%  Ppt  gjoiy.  Althcuu^i,  Iwidc* 
wiis  basbfut  desire  of  obscurity,  here  is  a  meet  regard  of  opporttw 
nity^/ip  Hj^  carriage. of  .our  ai?tipft0).  The  enyy^of  the  Somea  M 
^h<'^]ri^e&  mi^nt.troybk.the  p^ssase  of  bia  Divine  nsupiatiry :  thaio 
^aspefation  i&  Widely  declin^  b}^  nis  retiring.  He,  in  whis^i^nda 
tixQo  i$|  knoyi^s^  hpW'tc|  aaake  his  b^st*ci^o|ee  of  seaadniw  :  Nri^hafl 
x^'it^ui  Sayioi|iJ$-jqi$)a()ipg^  to  hav^  ti)is  miracle  buried^  ^  bid; 
tVisdom-hath-po  be|t|e)r  imprpyementi  than  itidistingtiishiiig'ttrnpi^ 
s|^d:disucreetiy  nqatf^aUinG^tb^  ^ircuanstaaees  c^  our  actil^t^s  ;^ehMi 
wiioaoever  negtects.  shaU  bf)  9urp  to  sl^mt^  Ins  work,  uodrroan^Ws 

op«^/    .      t  .       .  '•  .       iiL 

Is.  tliere.  a  spiritual  patient  to  be  wrc»cl  ?  Aside  with  Iriin.    w 

iifidertal^e  him')>efO]je'tbe  fa<^  of  the  multitude^  is^iOKwiDund,  wM 

iff-  heai  Iiiio,    Ileprogf  ^nd  good-  counsel  must  be,  like  tiar.dWf 

in  secret;  so  a&t  if  possibtle,  ^ne  ear:,or. liaiid  miglit  nofc^be  doolct-rf 

im$  to  the  other.   As,  i«  somc^eascm,-  cpnfessiori :  sq  onrropre'wn*. 

sioh  riiustbe  auricular*  The  discreet  cliiiivgeon^  !thati)MrouWctin& 

a  Riod^Kt  patitj^it',  wliose  sccrbt.  oqrppl»ili(  hath  ia' it  anoe^^stoni* 

thdn  pain,  shtHs  out  all  eje.b,  »aMelus<>«'n^  :  It  iii;enoiighi'ft**f*^ 

C<^  of  Justice  to  i^y^TlkPU  dil^'t  if  m-rfftftyitUl  wHl'difMt  b^^fo^^ 

€ifi  Jsrqfl^  ami  bi^'ore  this  ^au:  A)ytr«U'tintipd*«aiid  imperftxt'wkdfl*' 
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«piul«;  toucheth.thc  tongue ;  thine  eves  lool^  »P,i,t|iy  Iwflg^: 
tliy'lips'JnovS  to  an;  epKphatlfa.    T^x^^rA  al^he.' ftij'&i.^^.H 
thy  wish  alone,  yc'a^  the  lepsj  kcXni  vcfleftj;  iVopi  t^te,  Vvia^^^ 
wrouglit  this  fciiit;.    \\*liv  hduldiit  jhou  cmjilott  W  ,n}"c|i  flit?"" 


liit)U>-K  W  ,n}iic|i  p*it^'^l 


fiee;  td.  put  one  finger  in^d  one  e^r  j.  liflj  jjito. 
ip^i  pjir  a''flrtgei:.  'Tfept|i  e^vs  eqg|ito  iiej>df^ 
ippiv  the  itieaiis  otc\\Tfttfy  Ijotb,   T^j:  Spi/ifc. 


exetclsi 
conimaiid 

Aob  woaiclest  accojjMiloaat^  tttysclf  (o  th^,  nieai^'^aBft  ll°°*S?yi 
fashions  of  tmtural  ^(^fs,  ah(\,  f oiide^e'it^Ing^  lA  our  «^tis^' an<i 
customs,  taSe  those  \vays,  w'Kicn  ijjayc.ilrrtr  ^dgie  more  riMf jresp^gi 
to  tfie  turc  hitcnded  ?  'Of,  *ite  Jt^Vp'  teafi^  ys,  how  \*ell  Ihoq  Iik^t/ 
that'th^Fe  Should  be  acei'emonipus  carriiigeojf^thy  s<^eiijn^£t;i(yikj' 
which' ihbu  plcasest  W  prdifluc^  clothed  trith  such  circurtlst^qtiajj 
formE?  .  ^ 

'It  did  nof  content  thee.'i 
either  e^^  wonl^est  tho^t 

dire ;' t^o'i,  wouldest  appi  .,,.,. 

of  God- is  the  Fingor  of  Gb(H  Then  d%  .ttlpij,  iO.Siiyjpur/r,-, 
thy  tingei-  into  Out  ear,,  whei)' thy  Spirit  enahl^s. us  io|lip3t..eflmdT 
mj.  'iPwethi'u^Jt  our  own  fingers  into  our  iats,  ilsii;ig.ji,iich  nania^ 
p^^na^ons  to  bniriJeli'eii  a^  ftfiflc  from  worldly  gjoij"''"  "■-  ^-'— ■''- 
uit^in;  ^cal  these  stofipels  must  .peeqs  hinder,  j 
Voice  of  Goa.'  Hcpfie,  tfiegruat^pliilosoplic  ■"■'^  ■ 
the  learned 'rabbins  of  the  Synagogue,  )" 
^itb,  ard  deaf  ^o  spiritual  things."  It  i 
Spirit,  O  Blessed  Jesli',  that  can,  open  o 
throiigh.our  eiii  iiito  biir  hearts.  ,L^t  t 
into  ottr  ears ;  bo  shall  our  deafnes;  here 
not  the  loud  tlyinders  of  the:i#n;,  but, ' 

thy  cracioiis  motiODs  to  our^ouls.  ,      ,.     ,:        _ 

we  hear  for  ourselves,"  but  wp  speak  for  otliei^  Qu^.S^yjp^l^ 
was'  hot  content!  to  opeii  th6  ears  Qnly;  but,.^t6  untie  t})p  toi^ocu 
With  the  ear  we  h^ar ;  wfth  the  month  we  qonfeas.  ThcsamfiMrwEj 
i>  applied  to  the'  tongue;  not  with  a  (lry.to"ucn,  but  with  spittle : 
in  amision,  doubtless,  to  the.renlpvai.  of  tjie  liatitr^).  iinp^uimeij^ 
of  speech.  Moisture,  *ye  knowj  glibs  tlie  tongue,  and  malv^;it 
apt  to  motion  ;  how  much  m6ft'lyiofti.tha^$acrcd  moutli!  , 

There  are  those,  whose.eafS  krc'ob;n»  Jaut^t'i'ii-  in9utlis  are  stiU, 
shut  to  God.  ,  'ITirt-.  undersf^iy /'bJt  «^.,*n.ot.uttijr  tli^  woiiflerful 
things  of  G(Mi.  'There  Is  but  ftaif  ■d;j.c;qre 'wroiin;!i(^iipo{)i  tbiysc.j 
nien:  thejr  Car  is  bof  fiiien 'frf  lieiir ..their  owji  irttlgnfciit,  c'xccjA^ 
their  mouth  be  open  to  confess  their  M^V*^^  '^"'1  in>leL-rner^  O  Goff,  ^  - 
do  thoii  s6  moisten  niy  tongue.  Hltlt_'thj;.graci!Sj  t^af  ifntay,  fuii_ 
smoothly,  ttJ  the  pihiof  areaqy  vrflei^  (§  *''e  i>rivisc.oi'  tGy  Nuiiuii,  '( 
Whim  the  finger  dfbiirSayiout  w^g  Qii  tho'.tfing'fiif,  'm  '$hf,'t;^v,, 
of  the  patient,  his  eyq,wTjs^n"he.>>"CL.i,;''  'j*Icvef  ,maji  Ifad  sg  muj^h 
cause  to  look  up  to  ne?v0"i  j^slh^'I,  m^tti  was  liis  boufje.;  fhere^wa:). 
histtvone..  -He  0")^  waSi/roJM'Mtrt'j/,.A('(n'Pji?j/.''.l"jch  ofTf^'liatlj 
a'good  mind  holncwardi  though  v^;?  ^I'VJ^Vwirfi  Jj};.jt^'r  ^jght^  jibroaU; 
lioi^much  inorc^.  when  ouf  tibme'is  sii  aloripijs,  aboVy  t^c  JCgioif  j 
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tf  ewr  |MTepri9ali6n !  But  thou»  0  Saviour,  hadst  not  oxAy  tl^y 
dvrelUng  therep  bqt  tby  seat  of  Majesty.  Tbsre,  the  greatest  an* 
gels  «4ore<I  the^ :  it  i$  s^  wondar  tKat  thine  aye  cq«i]4  »e  ever  any 
wl^ere  byt  there.  What  doth  thine  eye  in  this,  but  teach  cmrs 
nrfiete  to  be  fixed  I  Ev^ary  good  eift  and  e^ary  perfect  gift  coming 
doim  from  above,  hov  can  we  look  off  from  that  place^  whence 
wd  receive  all  ^obd?  T^ou  didst  n6t  teach  us  to  say ^  '*  O  Infinite 
God,  which  art  every  where  ;••  but,  0  our  Father^  which  art  in 
heituen.  There,  let  us  look  up  to  thee.  Oh  let  not  our  eyes  or 
Hearts  grovel  upon  this  earth  -,  but  let  us  fasten  tbena  above  the 
kitfs,  whence  cdmeth  dur  salvation.  Thenpe,  let  ua  acknowledge 
an  tiie  good  we  receive ;  thence,  let  us  ei^pect  all  the  good  we 
want. 

W^v  our  Sayioui'  looked  i^p  to  heaven,  though  he  had  heaven 
ih  himself,  we  can  see  reason  enough.  But  why  did  be  sigh  i 
otirely  not  for  need :  the  least  motion  of  a  thoiight  was  in  him  mi^ 
petratpry,  Hpw  could  He  choose  but  be  beard  of  bis  Father^ 
who  Was  one  with  the  Father  ?  Not  for  any  fear  of  distnist ;  but 
l^airtlv  for  compassion,  partly  for  e^^ample :  for  compassion  of  those, 
snanifold  infirmities^  into  which  sin  had  plunged  m^kind ;  a  pitir 
f^4i^rtal^  whereof  was  here  }^rescnted  unto  him ;  fgr^  example, 
to  letch  sighs  fi'om  us  for  the  miseri^  of  others ;  sigh^  of  sprrpw 
for  ^iilf^  sighs  Of  desire  for  tbeir  r^ress/  Thb  is  not  the  first 
time,  that  oar  S^viQur  spent  sfglis,  yea  tei|rs,  upon  hnimn  distiesses. 
We  at^  bat  bone  of  his  bone  and  flesh  of  bis  ficsh^  if  we  so  feel 
Bot'die  smairt  of  pur  brethren,  that  the  fire  of  our  piassiQn  break 
forth  into  the  smoke  of  sighs.  tVAo  is  wcalt,  qiid  t  avi  net  w^  f 
who  is  t^efuiedi  awll.buriitiotf 

XUbmst  was  not  silent,  while  he  cured  tl^e  dunih,    His  epkphatlia 

Sive  life  to  all  tbese  his  other  anions,  His  sighing,  his  spitting, 
%  looking  up  to  heaven,  were  the  acts  of  a  ipan;  but  his  pom? 
mand  of  Uic  ear'  and  mouth  to  open,  wa^  the  act  of  God,  He 
eould  not  command  that,  which  ho  made  not.  His  word  is  impe- 
rative ;  ours,  suppticatory.  He  doth  what  be  wiU  with  u$ ;  we  dQ 
by  him  what  he  thinks  good  to  impart, 

in  this  mouth,  the  word  cann^i  be  severed  from  tbe  nucpcsst 
Our  Saviour's  lips  are  no  sooner  opened  in  his  ephptuUha^  tlian 
Ae  mouth  of  the  dumb  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  are  op^neqt  hi 
once,  bithcld  here  celerity  and  perfection.  Natural  agents  work 
by  leisure,  by  degrees  \  nothing  is  done  in  an  instant :  by  many 
fteps  is  every  thing  carried  from  the  entrance  to  the  consumma- 
tion. Omnipotency  knows  no  rules.  No  imperfect  work  can  pro- 
ceed from  a  Pause  absoluttdy  perfect.  The  man  hears  now  more 
bghtiy,  than  if  Iieliad  never  ocen  deaf;  and  speaks  more  plainly  ^ 
than  if  he  had  ne^'er  been  tongue-tied. 

And  can  we  blame  him,  u  he  bestowed  the  handsel  of  his 
speech,  upon  the  power  that  restored  it  ?  if  the  first  improvement 
of  his  tongue  were  the  praise  of  the  Giver,  of  the  Maker  of  it  ? 
Or  can  we  expect  oilier,  thu  that  our  Saviour  should  sayt  '^  Thy 
tongue  ts  free^  use  it  to  the  praise  of  him  that  made  it  so:^>tby 
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eaurs  are  qmsi  ;  heaf  him^  that  bids  thee  proclaim  thy  cure  upoi)  the 
noos^top?*'  But  noWj^  bdiold  cofitratily,  he>  that  opens  thifi  man*5 
tnoudi  by  his  powerful  word,  by  the  same  word  shuts  it  again^ 
charging  silence  by  the  same  bfeath,  wher^ith  he  gave  Speech; 
Tell  no  num. 

Those  tcmgues,  which  interceded  for  his  cure,  arc  charged  for 
the  conceahnent  of  it.  O  Saviour,  thou  knowest  the  grounds  of 
thine  own  commands,  ,  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire,  but  to  obey ; 
we  may  not  honour  thee,  with  a  forbidden  celebration* 

Good  meanings  have  ofttimes  proved  injurious.  Those  vic^n 
whose  charity  employed  their  tongues  to  speak  for  the  dumb  oiao^ 
do  now  employ  ttie  same  tongues  to  speak  of  his  cure,  when  thcv 
fhould  have  been  dumb.  This  charge,  they  imagine,  proceeds 
bom  an  humble  modesty  in  Christ ;  which  the  respect  to  his  honour 
bids  them  violate.  I  know  not  how  we  itch  after  those  forbidden 
acts,  which,  if  left  to  our  Uberty,  we  willingly  neglect.  This  pro* 
Ubition  increaseth  the  rumour.  £very  tongue  is  busied  about  this 
me.  What  can  we  make  of  this,  but  a  welHrneant  disobedience  ? 

O  God,  I  should  more  rladly  publish  thy  Name  at  thy  command. 
I  know  tfiou  canst  not  bid  me  to  dishonour  thee ;  there  is  no  dan- 

Sof  such  an  injunction :  but  if  thou  sliouldest  bid  me  to  hide. 
profession  of  thy  Name  and  wondrous  works,  I  should  fulfil 
thy  words,  and  not  examine  thine  intentions.  Thou  knowest  how 
to  win  more  honour  by  our  silence^  than  by  our  promulgation.  A 
fotbidden  good  difiers  Uttle  from  evi).  wliat  makes  our  actions 
to  be  sin,  out  thy  prohibitions  ?  Our  judgment  avails  nothifig. 
It  thou  f<M:bid  us  that^  which  we  think  good,  it  becomes  as  faulty. 
to  thee-ward,  as  that,  which  is  originally  evil.  Take  thou  chargf» 
of  thy  glory ;  give  me  grace  to  ta&c  cb^e  of  thyi  precepts. 

Mark  ui\ 

ZAGCH2US. 

Nov,  was  oar  Savioar  iralkiae'towaxds  bis  I'asslon.  His  last  jour- 
ney  had  most  wonders.   ^  ^  . 

Jericho  was  in  his  way^  from  Gidilee  to  Jeiru^em.  He  balks  it 
not,  though  it  were  outwardly  eursed ;  but,  as  the  first  Joshua 
saved  a  Rahab  there,  sp  there  the  second  saves  a  Zacchens :  that, 
a  harlot ;  this,  a  pubHean.  The  ttavdler  was  wouttded,  as  he  wan 
l^oing  from  Jerusalem  to  Jencho :  this  man  was  taken  from  his  Je- 
Ticho  to  the  true  Jerusalem,  and  was  healed,  . 

Not  as  a  passengeik',  did  Christ  wdlk  this  Way ;  but  as  a  visiter : 
not  to  punish ;  but  to  heal.  With  a<),  the  sick  man  is  glad  to  send 
fat  for  die  physician ;  here^  the  Physician  cosiics  to  .sgol  patient^i, 
and  c^  at  oor-door  fbr  wqpik.  Had  iiot  this  Good  ^teo&ctd  let^ 
ibe  nitetr-nini^i  ^lod.seatched^  desert,  the'  tost^shecp^cad  iirrer 
'xecovetra  the  fold^  Had  not  his  gracious  fru^ity  bought  the  Ib^t 

SM,  it  hiui  been  swept  up  with  the  rushes^  and  thrown  but  isi  i(\t 
4.  Stilly  O  Saviour^  dc^  thou  walk  Uiroueh  our  Jericho;  What 
would  Wcome  of  us>  if  thou  sh^uldst  $eay  til  ire  $eek  tbefe  klboe  f 
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Ere!i;>v*hen  tliou^liast  foujid  u,s^  how/ljrfraij;  tto  wfefoHow  i^j 
Thc^btk  pliJit  be  all  tHine :,  wc  sliali*  jioV  scelv  tticby  i^  tij'ou  find 
iislnot;  we  shall  not  fotlovi' tiice,  if  tli6;j^ctravv  us  not/'  * 
'  Never  didst  thou,  (3  SaviduV,  set  one  step  inVTiih;J'\yb'etejio-. 
evpr  tho,u  art  walking,,  there. is  some  XaccJ^eus  to*b.c  woji;  as  in  a 
dr6iJglit,  wlien  we  see  some  weifrhty  ctpud  lioveKnjg;  pver.  lis,  wb 
^y  kner0  is  rain  for  soihc  groiin<ls,  wliercs«x;v-er  it  falls.,  Ttje  oriB- 
Tiances  of  God  bode  good  to  iionie  souls ;  and.  liapby  are  tliev,  oci 
whom  it  lights.  /  ''    .     .'•..,..'.,. 

Hovy  justly  is  ^accheus  brpijght  in  witli  a  npte  of  wonder  I  It  is 
both  great  and  good  news,  to  hear  of  a  convert.  To..sec  men  peTf* 
fertta  from  God  to  the  world,  from  truth  to  heresy,*  frpm  pWy  tQ 
^rophaneness,  is  as  common  as  lamentable ; .  every,  njg^t  .suph  s^ai^ 
fell*:  but  to  see.  a  sinner"  comq  Home  fp  Go4,  is  both  Mppv  awl 
'^'ohdrous,  to  men  and,  angels.  I  cannot  Waiue  that  pliitos^pher; 
wlu),-  undertaking  to  write  of  the  hidden  "miracles  of  nature,  sperj^a 
most/of  his  discourse  upon  the  geiicrjition  and  fprm^tio^  of  man; 
surely  we  arc  fearfully  and  wouHafuU^  made :  but'IiQW  miicli 
greater  is  the  miracle  of  our  spiritual  re^en^ition  ;  that'^  son  o£ 
.wraitti,  a. child  of  Satan,  slVouKl,  be  transformed  into,  tt^eisoh  ah(j[ 
fieir  of  the  ever-livinor  Godf  O  Cod,  thou  workcst  Both;*  But  H 
nie  one,  our  sj>irit  animates  us  ;  in  ti^, other,  tqme  own.;   .  ^  ;  ...-^ 

Yet,  some  thin^s^  which  have.wondcr  in  tfigm  fbr/tjiprr ^ypi;^}, 
tese  it  for  their  frecyicnce :  i^his  h'ifth  no>^pss  rarity  in  jitV  t;u^ti*ex-\ 


fore  in  thelotiefy,  wlieh  the  great'prize  comes,  the  trdmpctisoumls 
before  it ;  so  the  news  of  a  convert  is  proclaimed  with,  Behold  Zac- 
cheus.    Any  penitent  had  been  worthy  of  a  shout ;  but  this  man, 
by  an  eminence ;  a  publican,  ja  chn?f  A>C.tl)e  jpublicans,  i^idn 
No  name  undQr  heayen  )vas  so  odious^ .as  this  of  9  public^Ji ;  es^ 


cau'iMte  raf^eVsiDid  ^izCiSii'^  T(5if1ii^'d\i^tfVdukf':  \iiit\^^^^^ 
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flie.;xvmtDle  of  flinty  as  \v<M  aS  the  freest  steiie.    A\Ti6  can  t^otir 
{rieud  tlie,  dk«?3idrantagt'  of  his  phice,  Khen  he  sct»s  a- publican  tome* 
to-CJlft*ist  ?    Ne  callirn;:  eua  prejudice  God's  gTHcroils  elcctioti.-.  •'.   •*• 
To  exeel  m  c\nl,  inii*t  iKjcdA  lie  xtorse4     if  to  be  a  publican  fw? 
iR,  Huroly  to  be  an  aroh-ipubliean  is  more.     Wlrat  talk,  we  of  the 
chief  ot^  pUbiiieatis,  ivheu  he  that  professed  hiilisdf  the  dhief  of 
sinners,   is  now  anioiH;  rtie  cliiet*  of  saints  f                *  "  } 
VV'tiO'<ra»^i>sfMiir  of  meircy,  when  he  sees  one'Jerieh6  send  botll 
a  ha  tint  and  A  puUican  to  lieavien  ?                      '        ,     '         '   ^*T 
The  hrad^K)f  ZaccheUB  was  not -a  greatei*  ntb*ih  his  liay,  t^itir 
his  wealth.     He^  that  «ent  woM  to  John  for  gtrttt  irevvs,  that  ific 
poor  receive  tie  Gosp^ly  eaid  «Iso,  II&U*  kaM  is  //,  for  a  ritk  man 
to  enter  into  heaven  I    This  bunch  of  the  caincl  keeps  him  front 
passifij^  the  iie«ldl6*s  eve ;  alt)K>nGrh  ilot  by  anj'  niultgnitr  that  h  in 
tho  creatote  itself,  (riclies  are  the  gift  of  <yod,')  but  by  rea;50n'oF. 
ihosc^  three  •pernicious  baitg-byes,  cares,  pletwurcs,-  pride,  whichr 
too  <M>msnoray  attend  xx^n  wealth.     Hepar^e  these,  riches  arc^*:t 
blessing.     If  w<i  can  so  possess  them,  that  thev  ]n>^sess  hot  us; 
there  cacn  be  no  dang«4*,  macb  benefit,  in  abunda^Hce.  All  the  good 
or  ill  of  wealth  or  {K)vctty  fe  in  the  tfiiiid,  in  the  use.     He,  tliat 
hath  a  fw3e  and  lowly  heart  In  riches,  is  po6t  |  he,  ftiAt  hntti  a  prdurf 
heart  uruler  t^igs^  ^«  rich.    If  the  rich  itian  do  ^bbd-  and  distVibute, 
and  the  £X)or  niatt  steal,*  tlie  i4ch  habft  put  off  nis  woe  to  tlie  pci)r.' 
Zucclieif^  had  never  been  so  itmioasva  eomxrt,'  if  he  had  hMt 
poor ;  nor  so  liberal  a  convert,  if  lie  had  not  been  rich.     IT  mprii 
cbfficuity ,  T6t  more  glory  was  in  the  conversion  of  rich  Zaccheus. 
It  is  weil^  thiit  wealthy'  Zaceheus  was  desirous  to  see  C)iirist. 
Litde  Am  too  tiiatiy  fi^h  aWcare  to  see  that  Vtght :  llf^face'of 
Causae  ii»  their  ebin  is 'more  pleasing.*    This  tnan  leaves  his  ba^, 
to  bless  hifs-'evdlwidi  this  ^rospeot.     Yet  can  I  nbt  pi?(ise  liim  for 
this^tob-muoik   Itf  was  not;  Ifeary^-dut  of  faiih; 4>ut  cinriositv.    He, 
that  had  hdardl^peal;  fhme'df  tte'mkn;  of  his  niiracle$,^woula  gladly 
see  1»  fete.     Even  a-  He#oH'  longed  for  thisj  and  was  nevdr  the 
better.     OYdy^Um  Mind*,  that  Ais  ciWo^ltJ^.of'  the  eye,  throuHr 
the  mercy  of  God,  gave  occasion  to  thfeb^li^f  of  the  iieart.     He, 
tb«t  deilir^  to  see  #estrs,'  is  irh  tlie  Way  to  ^i\f<:>y  hirti  i^  there  is  not 
stvnutth'aBa'r^mdle  possibitify  in^th^'intoj  that  cares  irrvk  to  be- 
held              "                                                 


' 


«iortfay  

send  fetid  bwtraisno*  hdly  dl^resf,  Urt*  thereby  rceioavcy  profiuible 
and' saving cbjeits.v^v./t  (»       w,    v  •  .  •  .'  . 

l^otnttot  xaoMrret;  iit  aiddwis;  w^  dtesirous  t6- sec  J«us.     Alt 
the  world  was  nc 
to  hft^iiis  05fasi 
«i*^ftfteragdwkn<!j 
^vd(ae<fd:t»le0H 
«tnd  the  great  dol^ftM'^ 

^  9oa.s«kvtlieeiilt^^ 
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sball  call  to  the  hilki  to  bide  them  from  thy  sight :  and  j/*  xfie  had 
on£€  known  thee  according  to  the  fleshy  htnceforth  know  we  thee  so 
^  more.  What  a  happiness  shall  it  be^  so  to  see  thee  gloriisinf 
that,  in  seeing  thee,  we  shall  partake  of  thy  glory !  O  bfessed  vi* 
9100,  to  which  all  others  are  but  penal  and  despicable  I  Let  me  go 
into  the  mint*hoasej»  and  see  heaps  of  gold,  I  am  never  the  richo'^ 
fct  mc  go  to  the  pictuR:rs,  I  see  goodly  faces,  and  am  never  the 
fikicer  i  fet  me  go  to  the  court,  I  see  state  and  magnificence,  and 
am  never  the  greater :  but,  O  Saviour,  I  cannot  see  thee,  and  net 
be  blessed.  I  can  see  thee  here,  though  in  a  glass.  If  the  eve  of. 
my  &itb  be  dim,  yet  it  is  sure.  Oh  let  me  be  unquiety  till  I  do 
now  see  thee  through  the  vail  of  heftven^  ere  I  shall  see  thee  as  I 
am  seen* 

Fain  would  Zaccbeus  see  Jests ;  but  he  could  not.  It  were  strange, 
if  a  man  should  not  find  some  let  in  good  desires :  somewhat  will 
be  still  in  the  way,  betwixt  us  and  Christ.  Here  are  two  Under- 
ances  met ;  the  one  internal,  the  other  external  ^  the  stature  of  the 
man,  the  press  of  the  multitude ;  the  greatness  of  the  nreas,  the 
smaBneas  of  the  stature.  There  was  great  thronging  in  the  streets 
of  Jericho  to  see  Jesus :  the  doors,  the  windows,  the  bulks  wera 
all  fuU*  Here  are  many  beholders,  few  disciples.  If  gazing,  if  pro- 
fession were  godliness,  Christ  could  not  want  clients :  now  amongst 
all  these  wonderers,  there  is  but  one  Zaccbeus.  In  vain,  should  we 
boast  of  our  forwardness  to  see  and  bear  Christ  in  our  streets,  if 
we  receive  him  not  into  our  hearts. 

This  crowd  hides  Christ  from  Zaccbeus.  Alas !  homr  commoo  a 
thing  it  is,  by  the  interposition  of  the  throng  of  the  world,  to  be 
kept  firom  the  sight  of  our  Jesus !  Here,  a  cimal  Fashionist  saySf 
**  Away  with  this  austere  scrupulousness ;  let  me  da  as  the  most:** 
the  throng  keeps  tbb  man  from  Christ.  There,  m  superstitious  Mis* 
believer  savs,  *'  What  teB  you  me  <»f  a  handful  of  refianned  i  The 
whole  world  is  ours  :**  this  man  is  kept  from  Christ  by  tho  throag. 
The  covetous  Mammonist  says,  '^  Let  them  tl^t  have  lebure  be 
devout ;  my  employments  are  many,  my  ^ffiurs  great  :**  this  flM 
cannot  see  Christ  for  the  throng. 

There  ia  no  perfect  view  of  Christ,  but  in  a  holy  seaessioo. 
The  Spouse  found  not  her  Betoved,  till  she  was  past  the  company-* 
then  she  found  him,  whom  her  soul  loved.  Whoso  never  seeb 
.  Christ  but  in  the  crowd,  diall  never  find  comfort  in  finding  bin- 
The  benefit  of  our  pubUc  view  must  be  enjoyed  in  retiredness.  If 
in  a  press  we  see  a  man's  face,  that  is  all*  ^idien  we  have  hm 
alone,  every  limb  may  be  viewed.  O  Saviour,  I  would  be  loth 
not  to  see  thee  in  thine  assemUies ;  btKlwouldbemoceiothnolto 
see  thee  in  my  closet. 

Yet  bad  Zaccbeus  been  but  of .  the  common  pitch,  he  migli^  P^f*^ 
haps  have  seen  Christ's  face  over  his  fellows*  shoukders :  >ow  his 
stature  adds  to  the  disadvantage.  His  body  did  not  ^oiswef  ^  ^ 
mind :  his  desires  were  high,  while  his  body  was  low. 

The  bclst  is,  however  raialkiess  of  stature  «vas  disadv8nlag90°' 
in  alcvel,yet  it  is  not  so  at  height,  Alittle  nWi^  hiseyebedcsry 
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ihay  look  as  hkghy  tbou^  not  as  far,  as  the  tallest.  The  least  pigmy 
may  from  the  k>west  valley  see  the  sun  or  stars,  as  fully  as  a  giant 
.upon  the  highest  mountain.  O  Saviour,  thou  art  now  m  Heaven : 
the  smattness  of  our  person  or  of  our  condition  cannot  let  us  from 
beholding  thee.  The  soui  hath  no  stature  ;  neither  is  heaven  to  be 
had  with^xeaching :  oply  clear  thou  the  eyes  of  my  faith,  and  I^am 
high  enough. 

I  r^aird  not  the  body :  the  soul  is  the  man.  It  is  to  small  pur- 
pose, that  the  body  is  a  giant,  if  the  soul  be  a  dwarf.  We  have  to 
do  with  a  God,  that  measures  us  by  our  desires,  not  by  our  sta- 
tupes.  AU  the  streets  of  Jericho,  however  he  seemed  to  the  eye, 
had  not  so  tall  a  man  as  Zaccheus. 

The  witty  publican  easily  finds,  both  his  hinderances,  and  the 
ways  of  their  redress.  His  remedy  for  the  press,  is  to  run  before 
ti)e  multitude ;  his  remedy  for  his  stature,  is  to  climb  up  into  tbe 
sycamore:  he  employs  his  feet,  in  the  one  ;  his  hands  and  feet,  in 
tne  other.  In  vain  shall  he  hope  to  see  Christ,  that  doth  not  outgo 
the  common  throng  of  the  world.  The  multitude  is  clustered  to- 
gether, and  moves,  too  close  to  move  fast :  we  must  be  nimbler  than 
thejr,  if  ever  we  desire  or  expect  to  see  Christ. 

ft  is  fbe  charge  of  God,  Thou  shalt  no(  follow  a  vmltitude  to  do 
evil:  we  do  evil,  if  we  lag  in  good.  It  is  held  commonly  both  wit 
and  state,  for  a  man  to  keep  his  pace  ;  and  that  man  escapes  not 
censurei  .who  would  be  forwarder  than  his  fellows.  Indeed,  for  a 
man  to  r^a  alone  .in  ways  of  indifferency,  or  to  set  a  hypocritical 
&ce  of  outrunning  all  others  in  a  zealous  profession  when  the 
heart  lingers  behind,  both  these  are  justly  hateful ;  but,  in  a  holy 
emulatipny  to  strive  truly  and  really  to  outstrip  others  in  degrees 
of  grace,  and  a  conscionable  care  of  obedience,  this  is  truly  Chris* 
tian,  and  worthy  of  him  that  would  hope  to  be  blessed  with  tiie 
sight  of  a  Saviour. 

Tell  me,  ye  fashionable  Christians,  that  stand  upon  terms  of 
equality,  and  will  not.  go  a  foot  before  your  neighbours,  in  holy 
Zealand  aidful  charity,  in  conscionable  sincerity;  teil  mc,  who 
hath  made  other  men*s  progress  a  measure  for  yours  ?  Which  of 
you  say3,  "  I  will  be  no  richer,  no  greater,  no  fairer,  no  wiser,  no 
nappier  thkn  my  fellows  ?''  Why  should  you  then  say,  ^'  I  will  be 
no  holier  ?"  Our  life  is  but  a  race.  Every  good  end,  tliat  a  riian 

J  proposes  to  Inmself,  is  a  several  goal.  Did  ever  anv  n)an,  that  ran 
or  a  prize,  say,  "  I  will  keep  up  with  the  rest?"  Doth  he  not 
.know,  that  if  he  be  not  foremost,  he  loseih  ?  Wc  had  as  go^  to 
have  satstill',.as  not  so  to  nm  that  we  may  ohtdin.  We  obtain  rtOt, 
if  we  outrun  not  the  m^iititude.         ^      .  . 

So  far  did  Zaccheus  oveiTun  the  Stream  of  the  people,,  that  he 

Bttight  have  space  to  climb  the  sycanK)re,  Ofji  Jesus  rouiii'pass  h\\ 

lexaiQine  not  tHe,*kind,  the'i^itu're,  the  qnalitv  of  this  plant. 

Wh^t  tree  soever  i^  had.  been,  Ziaccheus  would  have  tried  to  scale 

it,  for  the  advantUgb*  of  this  prospect.     He  bath   found  out  this 

Mip  f(^f  his  stature,  and  takes  gains  to  use  it^  It  is  the  best  im- 
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proreixient  6f  our  wit,  to  seek  out  the  kptest  furffierancei  for  oar 
souk.  Do  you  see  a  weak  and  studious  Ctiristian,  that,  beitip:  uns* 
ble  to  inf6rm  hiniself  in  the  matters  of  God,  goes  to  the  fcabinlJl 
of  heaven,  the  pries fs  lipSy  which  shaSprcsa-ve  knowledgt  f  Ihert 
h  Zaccheus  in  the  sycamore. 

It  is  the  truest  wisdom,  thai  helps  forward  our  salfatibn.  Ao# 
witty  we  are,  tq  supply  all  the  deBciencies  of  nature !  If  We  be 
low,  we  can  add  cubits  to  our  stature ;  if  itl  coloured,  we  can  bor« 
row  complexion ;  if  hairless,  perukes  ;  if  dim-sij^htcd,  glasses ;  if 
lamej  crutches :  and  shall  we  ne  conscious  of  our  spiritual  wants, 
and  be  wilfully  regardless  of  the  remedy  ?  Surely,  had  Zaccheus 
stood  still  on  the  g^und,  he  had  never  seen  Christ;  had  be  not 
climbed  the  sycamore,  he  had  never  eHmbcd  into  heaven.  O  Sa- 
viour, I  have  not  height  enough  of  my  own  to  see  thee :  give  roe 
what  sycamore  thou  wift ;  give  me  grace  to  use  it ;  give  me  a 
happy  use  of  that  grace. 

The  more  I  look  at  the  mercy  Of  Christ,  the  more  cause  I  see  df 
astonishment.  Zaccheus  climbs  up  into  the  sycamore,  to  see  Jesus: 
Jesus  first  sees  him,  preventing  his  eyes  with  a  former  view.  Little 
did  Zaccheus  look,  that  Jesus  would  have  cast  up  his  eyes  to  biiU. 
Wiell  might  he  think  the  boys  in  the  street  would  spy  him  out,  and 
shout  at  his  stature,  trade,  ambition  ;  but  that  Jesus  should  tbro^ 
up  his  eyes  into  the  sycamore,  and  take  notice  Of  that  small  de- 
spised morsel  of  flesh,  ere  Zaccheus  could  find  space  to  dj^tinguiai 
his  face  from  the  rest,  was  utterly  beyond  his  thouj^ht  bV  expec- 
tation. All  his  hope  is,  to  see ;  and  now,  he  i§  se^/  Tb  Ite  seen  and 
acknowledged,  is  much  more  than  to  see.  Up6n  iny  solemn  oc- 
casion, many  thousands  see  the  prince,  whom  he  see^  not ;  and  if 
he  please  to  single  out  any  one.  Whether  by  his  eye  or  by  Ms 
tongue,  amongst  the  press,  it  passes  fof  a  high  favour. 

Zaccheus  would  have  thought  it  too  much  boldness,  to  have 
asked  what  was  given  him.  As  Jonathan  did  to  David-,  so  doth  God 
to  us,  he  shoots  beyond  us.  Did  he  not  prevent  ijs  with  rtiercy,  wc 
might  climb  into  the  sycamore  in  vain.  If  he  give  grace  to  him 
that  doth  his  best,  it  is  the  praise  of  tlie  giver,  not  tlie  earning  Of 
the  receiver.  How  can  wc  do  or  will  without  him  ?  tf  he  see  lis 
first,  we  live ;  and  if  we  desire  to  sec  him,  we  shall  be  seen  of  him. 

Whoever  took,  pains,  to  climb  the  .sycamore,  and  came  down 
disappointed  ?  O  Lord,  what  was  tliere  in  Zaccheus,  tliat  than 
slioulclest  look  up  at  him  ?  A  publican,  k  sinner,  an  arch-extor- 
tioher ;  a  dwarf  in  stature,  but  a  giant  in  oppression  i  a  littb 
man,  but  a.  great  sycophant ;  if  rich  in  coin,  more  ricTi  In  «ns 
and  treasures  of  wrath.  Yet  it  is  enonjrh,  that  lie  desires  to  s6e 
thee :  all  these  disadvantages  cannot  hide  him  from  thee.  Be  wt 
never  so  sinful,  if  our  desires  towards  thee  be  hearty  and  fcfrvent, 
all  the  broad  leaves  of  the  sycamore  cannot  keep  off  thine  eje 
from  us.  If  we  look  at  tHee  with  the  eye  of  feilh,  thoU  t|ri»t  Wk 
at  us  with  the  eye  of  mercy.  The  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  thejif^t; 
,  and  ho  is  just,  that  would  be  so ;  i^  not  in  himself,  yet  in  thee.  0 
SaviouFj^  whea  Zaccheus  was  above,  and  tliou  wcrt.  bdlow,  'AoH 


4l<bt look  Qpjst  Vm:  now  thtu  art  abOTe»  and  wn  belaw>  1^9^ 
kiokeat  down  upon  us ;  thy  mercy  tiim  thiqe  eyes  er^  wgy 
lowanis  par  necessities,  tiooi  down  upqa  ^s^  that  arf;  not  wort* 
tby  to  look  up  unto  thee ;  an^  $nd  us  out,  that  we  nuy  se^  theQ. 

It  was  mucli,  to  note  ZaccbeUs ;  it  wi^  more,^  to  ^&4nq  him.  Me^ 
lhi^]pui,  I  see  how  Zaccbeu^  startled  at  tbos^  to  h^r  the  SQund  or  hi| 
|iwn  namo  from  tb&  Drouth  of  Christ:  neither  cm  he  but  thiok^ 
*^  Potb  Jestts  l»ow  me  ?  Is  it  his  voice,  or  spine;  pth^r^i^  in  thp 
throng  ?  Lo»  this  is  the  first  blink,  that  ever  I  had  of  htQ9»  I  ha7^ 
beard  the  fame  of  his  wonderful  works,  and  h^ld  it  happin^ft 
enough  for  nie  to  have  seen  his  face ;  and  dof  h  jie  take  DQtic^  qf 
jny  person,  of  my  nan^  ?" 

Suiely,  the  more  that  Zaccheus  knew  hiniself,  (he  mor^  doth  hp 
wonder  that  Christ  should  know  hiip.  It  was  sjat^^er  ,«inoughf  fpr  g 
man  to  be  a  friend  to  a  publican ;  yet  Christ  gives  this  (npidJj 
^^Mnpellation  to  the  chiet  of  publicaqs,  and  hpqQi)rshiai  with  thi^ 
argament  of  a  sudden  ^ntireness. 

The  favour  is  great^^  but  not  singular. « Every  cflect  .pf  Gpd  ^ 
tkofi  graced.  The  Father  knows  the  phild*s  nan^e :  a§  h^  9^  the 
Itsrs  of  Heaven  by  their  names,  so  doth  hp  his  saiqts,  the  stars  QpL 
earth ;  and  it  is  his  own  rule  to  his  Israel,  /  Ihf9^  calttii  t^f/e  Ifjf  thjf 
name^  them  art  mine.  As  God's  children  do  not  cqcitent  thismselvi^ 
with  a  confused  knowlfKlge  of  him,  but  aspire  to  a  particttlar  ap- 
prehensioa  and  senubl^  application  \  so  doth  God  agf^r^  to  thfm : 
It  is  not  enough,  that  be  knows  them,  as  in  X\\^  crpwd^  wh^ripin  wo 
IM  Bianv  persons,  none  distinctly  ;  but  he. takes  single  ai^d  ^ver^l 
knowledge  of  their  qualities,  conditions,  motions,  ^vf nts.  Wh^t 
csie  wa>  that  our  names  are  obscure  or  ^ontei^ned  ampiigst  fie^, 
while  they  are.  regarded  by  God ;  that  they  are  rs^L^  up  in  Wip 
dust  of  earth,  wbue  they  are  leoorded  in  Hpaven  } 

Had  our  3airaour  said  no  moi'e  but,  Zaccheus^  cpme  do^n^  t|ie  ^ 
poor  nu^n  would  have  thouff bt  himself  taxed  for  his  boldiii^  ^d 
WMi}^,-^  it.w^re  better  to  be  unknowi9,than  noted  for  miscarri/|g(e. 
Ant  now  the  -Rfia^t  words  comfort  him ;  For  I  must  this  4ajf  fikf4^ 
^  thim  h^me.  What  a  sweet  fiuniliarity  was  b^e !  As  if  Chi^ 
.ImmI  been  mao^  yaarsaoqu^int^  withZ^cheus,  whom  he  now  fisst 
4iw»  Jitmde^  our  u^,  th|e  host  is. invited  by  th^  g4^t,  and  pall^ 
>lP  »an .  «pexip4oted  jentertainment.  Weil  did  our  Saviour  h^ 
JBlochcMs'^a  bear^  inviting  biin>  though  hia  mootb  did  noL  ^siyres 
499  tho  language  of  the  soul :  those  are  heard  by  him,  that  ia  1il|fe 

God  of  SjpiijM*  -  .    .    . 

Wa  dare  not  do  thus  to  «ach  other,  save  where  we  have  eaten 
Itta^  salt*.  W0  scaroei^,  where  we.ar^  invited.  Though  toe  ^e 
«ofr)siKUy,  ai^,'tbr  atnteiftaiiiment  great,  yet  the  heart  ma|f  ^ 
Mlow*  Bm^kier^^  he,. that  saw  ^  heart,,  and  foreknew  ^  w^- 
ft^m^,  aaui  j^ldly  ^y «  /  4N4<4/  this  day  ^bide  ^t  ti-ine  .hpuse.  i 
*  -Whst  m  fdeniian)^  kuidpf*  ^tire  fii^iilifurky.  .there  is  k^t^jift 
^^hrist  and  a  good  heart !  If  any  man  apen^  I  will  come  in^M^li 
•«9»ivitt  Awi  fitis  mjMh,  £9r the  IQw^  of  Glpiyta  ^ffm^^ifto  a 
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Upon  faitn  in  sitting  alone :  no^  ^^  /  wiU  so  supwkk  him,  that  he 
snail  sup  with  meP  Earthly  state  consists  in  stranpreness ;  anA 
affects  a  stem  kind  of  majesty  aloof.  Betwixt  God  and  us^  thoagft 
there  be  infinite  mor^  distance,  yet  there  is  a  gracious  affability 
and  iaoiiliar  entireness  of  conversation*  O  Saviour,  what  dost 
thou  else  every  day,  but  invite  thyself  to  us  in  thy  word-,  in  thy 
Sacraments  \  Who  are  we,  that  we  should  entertain  thee,  or  then 
us  ?  Dwarfs  in  grace ;  great  in  nothing,  but  unworthiness«  Thy 
praise  is  worthy  to  be  so  much  the  more,  as  our  worth  is  less. 
Thou,  that  biddest  thyself  to  us,  bid  us  be  fit  to  receive  thee ;  and 
in  receiving  thee,  happy. 

How  graciously  doth  Jesus  still  prevent  the  publican ;  as  in  Ids 
sight,  notice,  compellation,  so  in  nis  invitation  too!  That  other 
publican,  Levi,  bade  Christ  to  his  house ;  but  it  was  after  Christ 
nad  bidden  him  to  his  discipleship.  Christ  Imd  never  been  called 
to  his  feast,  if  Levi  had  not  been  called  into  his  family.  He  loved 
us  first ;  he  must  first  call  us ;  for  he  calls  us  out  ot  love.  As  ia 
the  general  calling  of  Christianity,  if  he  did  not  say,  Seek  yt  im 
fact,  we  could  never  say.  Thy  face.  Lord,  will  I  seek  ;^  so  in^ 
specialties  of  our  main  benefits  or  employments,  Chfist  must  be- 
gin to  ds.  If  we  invite  ourselves  to  him,  before  he  invite  himself  tD 
us,  the  undertakine  is  ^esumptuous,  the  success  unhappy. 

If  Nathanael,  when  Christ  named  him,  and  gave  him  the  memc^ 
rial  token  of  his  being  under  thclfig-tree,  could  say,  Thou  art  the 
Son  of  God ;  how  could  Zaccheus  do  less,  in  hearing  himself,  updh 
this  wild  fij?-tree,  named  by  the  same  lips  ?  HoW  must  he  needs 
think,  *'  If  he  faiew  not  all  things,  he  could  not  knowme ;  andif 
he  knew  not  the  hearts  of  men,  he  could  not  have  known  my  se- 
cret desires  to  entertain  him  ?  He  is  a  God,  that  knows  me ;  and 
a  naerciful  God,  that  invites  himself  to  me/'  No  marvel  therefore, 
'  if,  upon  this  thought,  Zaccheus  come  down  in  haste.    ^ 

Our  Saviour  said  not,  **  Take  thy  leisure,  Zaccheus  ;*'  but,  / 
wiU  abide  at  thine  house  to  day.  Neither  did  !&ccheu8,  upon  this  ill- 
timation,  sit^  still,  and  say,  ^*  When  the  press  is  over,  wnen  I  hii|^ 
^  done  some  errands,  of  my  office  f*  but  he  hastes  down  to  receife 
Jesus.  The  notice  of  such  a  guest  would  have  quickened  his  speed, 
without  a  command.  God  loves  not  slack  and  lazy  emcudont. 
The  angels  of  God  are  described  with  wings :  aAd  wej)¥ay  to  do 
his  will  with  thei^  foi^ardness.  Yea,  even  to  Jildas,  Cnrist  saiA, 
ffhat  thoadoest,  do  quickly.  O  Saviour  there  is  no  dar^  wher^ 
thou  dost  not  call  us,  by  the  voice  of  thy  Gospel  r  wrlat  do  we 
still  lingering  in  the  sycamore }  How  unkmdly  muiA  tboa-  Aeeds 
take  the  delays  of  our  conversion !  Certainly,  bad  Zao^usjM'd 
still  in  the  tree,  thou  hadst  balked  his  house,  as-unworthy  «3if  tbsfc* 
What  construction  canst  thou  make  of  our  wilftd  dikfti^ns,  but  as 
a  stubborn  contempt?  How  canst  tbo«i  but  conae  tb'v^in  vsa- 

Sieance,  if  ^e  come  not  down  to  entertain  thee  ia  » thankful  obe* 
ience?  ''  a- 

•     Yet  do!  not  hear  thee  say,  **  ZiUBeheus,  eaft  thyself  down  w 
-hBittf  this  was  the  oottnael  of  the  Tekn{Mv  tol^^^h^  Cm» 
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iofmn  in  hasU.  And  he  did  accordingly.  There  must  be  no  more 
haste,  tbao  sood  speed>  in  our  perf6rinances.  We  may  offend  as 
fireil  in  gar  beady  acceleration,  as  in  our  del^y.  Moses  ran  so  fast 
^own  the  biii,  that  he  stumbled  spiritually,  and  brake  the  tables 'o£ 
Qod.  W^  may  so  fast  foUovy  after  justice,  that  we  outrun  chal 
rity.  It  is  jan  upsafe  obe4ience,  tha^  is  qot  discreetly  and  leisurely 
fpeediui. 

The  speed  of  his  descent  was.  not  more,  than  the  alacrity,  of  his 
tntertainment :  lie  made  h^ste^  and  cavie  dowrij  and  received  hiirk 
Jot/fuU}/.  The  life  of  hospitality  is.  cheer  fulness.  Let  our  cheer  be.. 
O^ver  so  great,  if  we  do  not  read  our  welcome  in  our  friend*s  facd 
as  w^I  as  in  bis  dishes,^  we  take  no  pleasure  in  it.     ^  ^  ^ 

^  ,  Can  we  marvel^  that  Zaccheus  received  Christ  joyfully  .?*  Who 
Would  not  have  been  glad  to  have  his  house,  yea  himseir,  made 
happy  with  such  a  guest !  Had  we  been  in  the  stead  of  this  pub- 
lican, how  wou]d.oqr  hearts  have  leaped  witlrin  u^,  for  joy  of  siick 
9v  presence!  How  many  thousand  miles  are  measured  I}y  some  de« 
jpixX  ChristiaiiS9  only  to  see  the  place  where  his  feet  stood  ?  How 
jDiUf^  i^^ppier  mufiit  he  needs  think  himself,  that  owns  the  roof  that 
Sj^ceiyes  mm !  But  oh  the  incomparable  happiness  then,  of  thaj; 
pjaOy  whose  heart  receives  I^iip,  qot  for  a  day,  not  for  years  pf  days, 
j^t^r  millions  of  years,,  but  for^ternity  1  This  may  be  our  cpncU* 
^D,  if  we  be  pot  str^eiied  in  our.  qv^n  bowels.. ^.  Q  Saviour,  do 
^oi^welcome  thyself  to  these  houses^f  cUy,  tliat'we  ojay  receive 
l^jojiful  welcoi]^e, to  thee  in  those  .Cj^erlaistinff  habita^^^ 
•  pfuBifqh^ns  wfi^  not  more  gl^d  of ^  Christ,  uban  tbe  Jews  wefc  disr 
contented-  .    '      /..  .  /;../  \  ,\        '.  '       *'  . 

.^  Foiir  vices  n^et  here  at  jonce,  £nyy,,.ScrupulQusness,  Ignora^c^o^ 

J'fid^'.^    ,         ^,     .,,,.*      ^  ^      '*   :''-W     '.  •        '    } 

.5'.  Tbpir'jeye^yras^evfl,  because' ^Chrisf^  gpod.  I  do.not  b^r 
any^of  tH^  jpvi^ -Christ  to  his  home';  yet  they  snarl  .at^tjhe^hpV 
loqr  pf.^h|s\ii\%iu)rthyhos^:  tliey  .thc^Ujght  it  too  ^luch  happiness 
jr.  a'^^Qjor,  wtiicb  themselvesi  wilimgly  upglccted  tp.  .sue  fof. 
l^l^retcbi^^inep  !  They  cannot  see  the  mercy  ot  Christ,  for  bernjg; 

tea  iif|th  the  nappiness  of  Zaccheus:  yea  that  very  mprcy, 
h  t^ey  see,  torments  them.  If  tHat  viper  be  the  deadliest^^ 
...  .h  feeds  t|)e  sweetest;  bow  poisonous  must  this  disposition 
Ji^^  .be,,  that  feeds  upon  grace  I  What  a  contrariety  there  is,  bfu 
•J^^.^igvod  angels  and  evil  men  !  The  angels  Vejyiqeat  that,  w%rer 
:tti>¥5nj)put  and  stomach:  men  are  r^ady  tQ  .cry  anJ  burst  ,f6r 
'MgfiX  at  that,  wh;cb  makes  music  in  hcayen/'D,  wicked  and  fool- 
ish efdeV  brother,  that  feeds  on  hunger  and  his  own  heart' 'without 
i^0Q^Sg,  beca^ise  his  younger  brother  is  feasting  on  the  fat  c^lfwithiif! 
•«  .Ip^sides  Envy,  they  stand  scrupulously  upon  the  terms  of  "tra- 
•^(i^isl  Ttv^s^sons  of  the  earth  might  not  be  conversed  xyith  ;  tbe}r . 
: Jbrei^ljjJd  ^^  unqleap ;  Touch  nie  not\  for' I  am  holier  than  Ihou. 
,  That /be,  tberefpreV  who  lyqnt  for  a  prophet,  should  g6  *td  thfe 
.^itte  of  >  publ^ic^  and  sinner^  must  needs  be  a  gre^l  eyesb^6. 
They,  that  migbt  hot  go  into  a  sinner,  cared  not  what  sins  entered 
.into  themselves:  the  trne  cousins  of  those  hypocrites,  who  h^lsl.  it 
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a  ptXiiMc^  tb  |6  iistb  the  judgin^tai^faaft,  no  p<^niicii  to  tmniet 
t^he  Lord  of  Life.  ^Titcrt  catinot  be  a  greatet  afcguitiem  tif  a  fdia 
hearty  tban  to  stumble  at  thes^  attaws,  axnl  to  leap  over  the  blocks 
of  gross  impiety.  Well  did  our  Savioui-  know,  how  heinously  oF- 
fbtisive  it  woulabe,  to  tutn  in  to  this  ptiblican :  be  knows,  and  re« 
gai'ds  it  not/  A  s<oul  is  tb  b6  won ;  what  cares  be  for  idle  mtscon^ 
struction  ?  Morally  good  actions  must  not  be  suspended,  upon 
danger  of  causeless  scandal.  In  things  indiflerent  ami  arbitr^f 
ft  is  fit  to  Be  oVei'ruted  by  fear  k^  offence ;  buft  if  men  will  stumtlW 
in  the  plain  gi-oimd  of  good,  let  them  fell  Withbtit  ouf  regard,  not 
WTthout  their  own  peril,  i  know  not,  if  it  were  not  David^s  ^cJJt^ 
ne3Ck  to  abstain  jTdift  ffb<id7itordSj  while  the'witied'W^re  in  pbce. 

Let  justice  be  done  in  spite  of  tlie  #orld ;  and>  in  spite  of  htil, 

^'   »_-•••  ■  **        '■  .1'" 

metcy. 

tgnora'nce  iiite,  in  ^at^,  guilty  'Of  these  tcrixples.  Tb^  tfacMlA 
Cb^i^t  6it4ier  tola  holy  to  go  to  a  ^tmer,  tnr  in  going  mwe  unhmy. 
.  P60lish  then !  to  whotn  came  he  ?  To  you,  righteous  ?  Let  filtft- 
e?df  i^eA  :  /  tame  itot  to  cdl  tht^  rigkieouif,  but  sinners  id  ApMI» 
Met.  Whitheti(h'ould^tbej>h^icmng&,brtrtto11ie«ick?  tiewMi 
ii^ek.  him  not.  Love  is  *thc  best  attradtive  x)f  ts ;  and  he,  ta  taiain 
fMich  a  forgivirh^  i&(^  int^ch.  O  Savioicir,  the  rfrtterinff  palaeei 
,  ^f  'pt6iia  ju^^&Hei^aittiiot  for  thee;  tliou  lovest  the  lowly  and 
tagged  cottage  of  i  <j6flrttrite  Weatrt;  Veitheir  could  het*  heWf 
dahger  ot  Vhy  JoofltitiWD.  Thy ^rni  conld  ^ast  Wi  beams  Uj()t>rt  tW 
impiu'est  dtm^L  tnd  nt$t  be  itarn'ted'.  It  was  fthe  ^Md'srie^  "forti* 
kp^r  diid  b1co<hjr.fitixe&  to  tMch'  thee :  thou  -cbiitd&t  heal  ibte ; 
they  could  not  infect  thee.  Neither  is  it  otherwise  in  tins  mt/A 
tontagfon.  We,  w^o  tee  tbnbiSc/us  tb^fevil,  ihay  %c  insekisiUV  'd^ 
filed ;  thy  ipuri^y  was  enough  to  remedy  that,  which  might  Wst4 
tifottd,  '*f*W6ii  caitstlielp  ife^:  Wc*trttet*)nirt  fflee.  WiJetthyj)^ 
%enciEi  ev)^  bles^  Cis';  and \tt:tt^%^tev  Mbss  f[heb, fbrtfav  pris^ce. ' 

yvide  >f^  ah  \UtAhdkTii  df  ^s  tgnohtb^^.  'Sa-iid  they  ikM 
jBistbG^ettsfor  ai^nher'  asif  t^hetxfeeflireshiad  'b^ti^tie*  Yfis'sindwat^ 
i|ti*ittenin  'his fbi^iSad ;  theirs,  in  'their  "breast,  t^he  peisiin^^tieti^ 
^eir  secfres^  *tnak^  them  insult  upon  hi^  i^otortoli^nes^.  Tm 
l^ihoke  df  .prideffiek^Ul  upward  ;  and,  inthetnOuiit|Rg,'>ahit/helili: 
ettntrttibn  beats  It'ddWri,  and  fetcheth  tbarsfnhn  the  tertiereyA 
it^h^re  are  ^tage  idi^s,  imd  there  are  closet  sins :  these  may  net  iip- 
1>raid  the  other  .^^  they  may  be  ihore  heinoofs,  though  less  mahtfest. 
Vis  a  dangero^  'vtoiey,  to  lodk  outward  at  bther  men's  atns'wMi 
loom,  When  we'hkve  more  need  to  cast  onreyes  inward,  t^  >iee 
'CvLT  bwtk  ^th  ItUhiliation. 

Thus  they  ^^Hled,  and  fidH;  but  Zacchens  stood.  AU^tiM* 
Itfaliclbus  mdnh.tlr  ootid  ndt  dishearten  liis  piety  and  joy »  io  tbo 
entertaiditig  of  (%rist.  Before^  2acchens  lay  down  asaomier; 
;|io#,  be  stands  up  is  kt  eonirert*  Sinning  is  filing;  eonthitiftti^ 
in  cii)  is  lying  down ;  repentance  is  tising'aiid  standing  t^-  ^^» 
berhans,  this  Mending  was  ndt  so  much  the  site  of  bis  constan^t 
dr  oJF  bis  eonti^etsion,  as  of  his  reverence.  Chnat'a  stflkbilinrlw 
tadt:inade  him  nnsiBiinerly  i  &tcchm\^ood.  Jttidiriiat  if  the  de- 


ZA.C9H£U$.  911 

W  pt  more  au4iJMcne8s  raised  him  to  his  feet  ?  lo  that  sro^lit^s 
of  atatujrey  it  was  not  (it  he  should  lose  ought  of  )iis  height..  It 
was  meet  so  npble  a  proclataaiiqa  shoali  waat  lip  adjrantage  of 
lieariQg. 

Never  was  our  Saviour  better  weleomed.  The  penitent  puVlicaa 
inaJcqs  his  will^  ai^J  makes  Qxr^st  his  9uperv:I$pr.  His  mil  consists 
of  legapi.es  given ;  of  djhts  paid  :  gifts,  to  thf  jx>or;  payifients^ 
to  the  injaccd.  Thpre  is  ly^e^ality  in  the  fcfrippr;  in  the  latter  Jus- 
tice: in  both,  the  proportioijs  ar^  larg?  J  Jfalf^  tp  fhe  poor  ^  j^ur^ 
Spldy  to  the  wronged,  ■-  '1 

This  h^rnd  sowed  not  sparingly.  Herp  rjfmst  nepds  be  much  9^ 
V\$  Qw^9  fMt  yas  veil  gotten ;  whether  left  by  patriapojjjijr^  or 
laved  by  parsimony,  or  gained  by  honest  InprbvfsnoieDt:  forvfheiq 
he  bad  xestor^d  fourfold  to  every  oi^e,  whom  h^  ii^  oppressed,  yet 
tjbftr^  feooif  bed  ^  whol^  h^  for  pipus  uses ;  and  this  he  so  d^rir 
butes  that  every  word  commends  his  bounty : — 

/  gh^  i  fud.  what  is  more  freti  than  gift  ?  lu  alm^,  we  may  oei*' 
t|ier  ^U>  nor  return,  nor  cast  away.  VV^  sell^  if  yre  part  w^th  tbem 
lor  iu^portuDity,  for  vain  glory,  tor  retribution :  we  return  t^ep^^ 
if ''^glyo  with  respect  to  former  o^xces ;  this  js  to  pay,  ^ot  to 
IffstOw:  j¥e  cast  a>vay^  if  m  our  benefice  ace  we  neitbigr  regf^ 
cjnl^  MTrdi^retioD,  Zaccheusd^  neither  ca^^t^way^  nor  return, 
i^9Brsell^;b*i^give;—      ,  .     "  s 

/ da ^ivtf;  ff Qt.  *'J^}fir  The .ppprogauon  pf  gpod  ffla^  Ji* 
thankless.  Tn^.ahus, that siuell^.^e  hand, -lo^  the  prai^.  Jjiif 
l^^qp  ^v/m,,  t^t  is  given  ^juickly.  T);K>se,  tk^  ^cfer  thexr.  gifts 
till  their  death4>ed,  do  as  good  as  say,  '^  Lord,  I  will  {give  th^ 
JKiO^thiog  whop: I  c^D  keep  it  119  lopgj^r."  Happy  is  tl||»  :9ift9,!that 
i§.;toown  ^xcc^tor  :--^ 

J  give  n^  goods  i  fiot  anqthei('».  It  is  a  tlumklcss  v^ity,  to  bf 
liberal  of  another  man^s  purse.  Whoso  gives  of  that,  w^ioh  hf 
Inth  taken  away  from  the  .owner,  doth  more  wrong  iu  ^iviDff,  than 
Misdealing.  God  expects  our  ffil^s,  not  our  spoib.  Ifear^^rei^ 
iop  many  a  scnool  atul  hospital,  e^exy  stone  whereof  imay  ihe  €^^ 
)^ed.  Had  Zaccbeu^  meant  tp  give  of  hise^tpi^ioQS,  he  h^d  Qfiit 
•hi^f  ao  careful  of  his  restitution ;  now  he  re^r^  to  others,  ji^ 
ie  Q^ay  ^ive  .of  bis  own  : — * 

.  /  gwt  kalf  my  goods  :  the  publican's-  he^rt  was  fis  large  .as  h^ 
'  jtsute.  ;He  was  lOot  moi.'e  rich  in  goods,  than  in  bcninty^  ^ere^tbfs 
.example  binding,  who  should  be  rich,  lo  give  ?  Who  shpuld  te 
^QPf)  to  rj»ceive  r  In  the  tjtrait  beginnings  of  the  Chiivch,  thoae 
>>6Qe(icences  were  requisite,  which  afterwardk^  m  the  larger  ^bgw^ 

r^om  thereof,  would  have  caused  much  confusion^  Ii^the  fir^t 
iCfafistians  laid  down  al)  at  the  apostles*  feet,  yet,  ^e  lootf,  U  w^s 

enough  for  the  helieving  Corinthians^  J^Y^  &^  day  ^  Uie  mo^ 
.to  l^y^  asiile  i^me  pittance  for  ch^ritahW  purpoim.  We  -i^re  no  ^if- 
.^f^9  if  yre  do  not  imitate  Zaccheus,  po  fi^  as  ip  giv#  tilx^lv, 

•Cfiordic^  to  jCbe  piropoi'ti^a  of  onr  estate.  Giving  &  sowJii^ :  .the 
Jttlger  jeedii^,  Oieareatei  cjop,  pivM^.ti)^  |IQ99  il.finwMiaii 
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to  God:  the  grcSater  bank,  the  more  interest.  Who  can'fSear  to  W 
too  wealthy  ?'  Time  was,  when  men  faulted  in  excess :  proclamsu- 
lions  were  fein  to  restrain  the  Jews ;  statutes  were  fain  lo  restrain 
our  ancestors.  Now  there  heeds  non^  of  this :  men  know*  how  to' 
shut  their  hand3  alone.  Charity  is  in  more  danger  of  freezing, 
than  of  burning.  How  fiappy  were  it  for  the  Church,  if  mea  weye 
only  close-handed  to  hold,  and  not  lime-fingered  to  take : — 

To  the  poor";  not  to  rich' heirs.  God  gives  to  him,  that  hath;; 
we,  to  him,  that  wants.  Some  want,  because  they  would  ;  whether 
out  of  prodigality  or  idleness :  some  want,  because  they  must ; 
these  are  the  fit  subjects  of  bur  beneficence,  not  those  other.  A  pon 
yert^'of  our  own  making  deserves  no  pity.  He,  that  sust^-ios  the 
tewd,  feeds  not  his  belly,  but  his  vice. 

'  So^  then,  this  living  legacy  of  Zaccheus  is  free,  I  give;  present,* 
/  do  give;  just;  my  goods;  large,'  half  mi/  goods  ;  fit,  to  th^ 
poor,  '  ^ 

'  Neither  is  he  more  bountiful  in  his  gift,  than  just  in  bis  restitu- 
tion :  If  I  have  taken  ought  from  any  man  by  false  accusation^  I 
restore  it  fourfold,  .    ..    j...       ? 

'  It  was  proper  for  a  publican  to  pill  and  pole  the  subject,  by  d©f 
vising  complaints,  ana  raising  causeless  vexations ;  that  his  ixKJtith 
mi^ht  be  stopped  with  fees,  eitheir.  for  silence  or  cona^sition] 
This,  had  Zaccheus  often  done.  Neither  is  t\nsif  a  lidte  of  <|0^, 
but  of  assertion.  He  is  sure  of  the  fact ;  he  is  not  sure  pf  the  per* 
sons  :  their  challenge  must  help  to  further  his  justice.  "    •  * 

'  The  true  penitence  of  this  holy  convert  express^  lt«elf  in  Cobj 
fession,  in  Satisfaction.      '  i. 

•  -  His  Confession  is  free,  full,  open,  What  cares' he  to  shp'me  himj 
self,  that  he  may  give  glory  to  Qod  ?  Woe  be  tothatbashftilncsSi 
that -ends  in  confusion  of  face^  O  God,  let  me  blush  before  men. 
tathdr  than  be  confounded  before  thcej  thy  sairits  and  angels. '  : 
'  His  Satisfaction  is  no  less  liberal,  than  his  gift. '  Had  not  Zac* 
cheus  been  careful  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  fraud,  all  haid  gone  to 
the  poor.  He  would  nave  done  that  voluntarily ,  which  the  young 
man  in  the  Gospel- was  bidden  to  do  ;  and,  refusing,  went  aiwaj 
sorrowful.  Now,"heknew,  that  his  misgotten  gain  'was  hPt'W 
God's  corban:  therefore  he  spares  half ;  not  to  kee|), 't>ut  tq  te- 
store.  This  was  the  best  dish  m  Zaccheus*s  good  cheer.  *In  vain, 
had  he  feasted  Christ,  given  to  the  poor,  confessed  his  extortion^, 
if  he  had  not  made  restitution.  Woe  Is  me,  for  the  paucity  of 
true  converts !  Thera  is-much  stolen  goods ;  little  brought  home. 
Men's  hands  are  like't^lie  fishers'  flew  ;  yea,  Uke  hell  itseff :  which 
admits  of  no  return.  O  God,  we  can  never  satisfy  Thee ;  our  score 
Is  too  great, oiir  abilities  too  little:  but  if  we  make  not  even  «?itn 
men,  in  vain  shall  we  look'  for  mercy  from  thee.  To  each  his  own, 
bad'been  well ;  but  four  for  one,  was  munificent.    In  ourtransac- 

*  tions  of  dommerce,  we  do  well  to  beat  the  bargain  to  the  lowiyt ; 
but  in  cases  of  moral  of  spirittfel  payments  to  God  or  men;  bow 
IberO'mttst^bd'ikmeftsure,  pressed, shaken,'  nuuiing^over.    I0  ^^ 
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i)tio^'ana  due  retributions/we  may  not|i>e  pinching  and  niggard^, 
fy.  it  ai^pes  an  earthly  and  ignoble  mind,  where  wc  baye  appa* 
renUy  wronged,  to  higgle  &nd  dodee  in  the  ameiKls. ' 

6  mercy  arid  Justice  well  repaid  !  This  dat/y  is  sahatiqn  come 
to  thine  house.  Lo,  Zaccheus,  that  which  thou  givest  to  the  poor. 
18  nothing  to  that,  which  thy  -Saviour  girOs  to  thee.  If  thou  re- 
storcst  four  for  one,  here  is  more  than  thousands  of  millions  fbf 
Aotbing.  \y©re  every  of  thy  pence  a  world,  they  cbuld  h6ld  W 
comparison  with  this  bounty.  It  is  but  dross,  that  thou  giv^f ;  it 
Is  Salvation,  that  thon  receivest.  Thou  gavest  in  present^  tboQ 
A)St  not  receive  in  hope ;  but  This  day^  is  Salvation  come  to  thine 
hmse,  Tbtne  lilgotten  metals  were  a  strong  hereto  bok  neaven'a 
|;ate^  against  :thee ;  now,  that  they  are  dissolved  by  a  sKSaisoMbfe 
beneficence  and  restitution,  those  gates  of  glory  fly  open  to  thv 
ftml.  Whete  is  that  man,  that  can  challenge  God  to  be  ih  bi^ 
debt  ?  Who  Can  ever  say,  /*  l^ord,  this  fevpor  1  did  to  the  least  rf 
thioe,  unrequited  ?**  Thrice  happy  publican,  that  hast  clinib^ 
iifom  thy  sycamore  to  heaveri  j  and  by  a  few  worthless  bags  of  un- 
Hghteous  mammod,  hast  purcbsfised  to  thyself  a  liingdom  tncorfipX 
fw^  iindefiledy  (fnd  thatjadeth  not  away:      '  '  Luk^  Jt(cri'\  * 


'  y      ,  tr 
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Thh^e  oF  the  EvatigeUsts  hare,  with  one  pfen,  i^onded  tbe'Xle«tl( 
bf  tW  great  harbinger  of  Christ,  asmost'TemarkaUe  and  wsefidi  ; 
He  was  the  fbrerutiner  of  Christ,-  as  into.tbe  world,  so  out- of  it: 
yea  J  he,  that  made  way  for  phrUt  into  the  world,  made  way  for|tM 
tiWe  of  Christ  into  the  court  of  Herod.  Tins  H^rod  Antipas  was 
son  to  that  Herodi  ^^^  ^^>  ^^^  is  ever  iniamou9,  fbr  the  maAgyi 
cire  at  Bethlehem.  Crueltt  runs  in  a  blood.  The  murdeMr  bf 
John,  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  is  well  descend^  of  hfii)',  ^wfao 
would  have,  murdered  Clujst,  and,  for  his-  sake^  tburdered  the  in^ 
jSuits.;  .  ' 

'  f t'^ras  late,  ere  this  Herod  heard  the  fame  of  Jesus ;  not  till  hW 
bad  tliken'  off  the  bead  of  John  Baptist.  The  father  of  ri^  Herod 
inquired  for  Christ  toD  soon ;  this,  too  late.  Great  men  shd'ald 
Ijavethe  best  intelligerice.  If  they  improve  it  to  all  other  uses,  of 
eit&^  frivolous  or  t:ivil  aflairs,  with  neglect  of  spiritual,  thei^ 
judgment  shall  be  so  much  more,  as  their  help^  aad  means  wera 
)5k^teV.      .••'•'•• 

Whether  this  Herod  were  taken  up  with  his  Arabian  war^^&gainst 
ArethaV,  His'fether-in-raw,  or  whetner  he  were  employed  in  hia 
jburney  to  Rome,  I  inquire  riot ;  but  if  he  were  at  home,  b  must 
bonder  how  he  could  be  so  long,  without  the  noise  of  Christ.  Ceri. 
*teinJy,'  it  was  a  sign  he  had"  a  very  irreligious  cowrt,  that  none  of 
Oi^  foHowers  did  so  much 'as  report  to  him  the  miracles  of  our  8a« 
yiour;  who,  doubtless,  told  him  many  a  vain  tiJetlie  while.'  t>ne 
teUshhn  of  his brodier  Philip's  discontentment;' another relalH the 
news  of  the  Roman  court ;  another,  the  angry^tluvats  of  Aratbaa; 


•  *■  .»■>.  .«•• 

4Mi)wr  fl$ttm  hm  with  the  adaucfUpa  of  bi^  nov:  BgfM^s^  ^ 
di^^rafeoient of  the  old:  no  ttiab  so  tnudi  as  says,^.y  Sir',  there 
U  a  prophet  in  ypur  l^Qgdora,  tliat  floeth  wonders/*  There  wa$ 
R^^.qiian  ia  hia  cpm^y^  ^hat  had  opt  been  astonished  with  the 
^Mfv  of  J^f us ;  j^,  afl  Syria  and  the  adjoining  resuuis  rung  of 
it : .  odW  Herod^s  camt  bears  nothing.  Miserable  is  tn^t  gr/^oess^ 
^Jbioh  ^e^  lyiep  from  the  notice  of  Christ. 

,JHgiwp)fiio  isit  fromhencp,  that  our  Saviour  kej)t  ^alobf  firpoi 
tl^e-QOvrt!  The  austene  and  eremitical  harbinger  of  jCbrist,  i£ 
If^^fUs,  fireacbed  there  oft,  apd  was  heard  gladly,  thoi^b  at  last,,  tp 
^^e^sts  while  our  SavlQijir,  who  wa^s  niore  sociabl^^  9^^^?^  ^^, 
^}i^Q^  Vip  $ei>t  a  ji^essage  to  ^b#  Fax?  whose  den!. be  «TouId  not 
^lyp^i^lftcb:  wh(ej4i^it  ^e^  t^t  he  purpo^y  lorborj^lest  he  shojull 
^fp  tba^  tyiapt  occasiog  to  revive  and  pursue  his  ^thj^^^  ^uspli. 
Win.;^  Of  vr]|etl)erir/or  j^i^t  ji^-  wpuld  W  so  much  hoWiir  f  plao^ 
l|«i|l^ou9ly  igwq?o«fi.wd  disQr4ere^  \  or  whethpr^  by  hiy  esc^ 
file  t^.P9Si4ik  lis  iM^  a^-^i^ancf  <a!fmwfad  pompapdglpry,  , 

.  $ur?]j^,  KerW  s^jf^iip.not^  l^ill  his  death ;  heard  Dot  of'biQ^ 
t#.^;deadi,/of  .^bq  3aptist,  A^d  i^w^  ]bus  unmfslligence  was 
not^:0iK>lse«tranee,  than  hjks  iniscon8tfuctionV^^\^«^^^ 
iisif  whom  I  beheaded.  First,  he  doubted ;  then  be  resolved :  hb 
doubted,  upoti  others*  suggesiiewi  \,  -itpon  his  own  apprehensions, 
be  resolved  thus.  .  ^d  though.  h0Jtb<>usht  good  to  set  a  face  on  it 
to  strangers,  unta  whom  it  was  Aot  ^fe  to  betvrs^  his  fear ;  yet  to 
)li«'4o0>l9stiQ|^  h^,  ffieefy  diwoj?ere4  his  .thoughts ;  Thi^  v  Jolm 
JB^pfHi^.i  The  lyoiiU^  ^oosfieace  wiiil  many  a  iif^  open  that  to 
ftwii^fii^  whicl^M  it,  hiM^  frwpa jthe  <jyf^  pf  ojbcjcs^'  .$hame  ana 

,K*toy.C0j»lfl  J^  iqaagpne  (di^.tq  Ve  .Jfliw?  '  Tlwt^Off»«»fi?  ^ 
OjitiPf  tcWfiftftiWft^pn  wuld  ^yp.npj  PWPt!*^^:.  ^^^^<i^^H 
1K>  /tWMPigcMipn  rf.  ^ogls  iijtp  ^i{ff»^^  ap4  ^Tfi^lr^H^^^  *^?^j 

JThat  rflw^  fwiqy  ^^^beJ^s  jhef^^froyi  i^^(^ .  W^  ^f-  t^iw*^ 
iifln#Bd,birtjbjjr»qt,^  full  ag|B,'.       ...    >      ...im-     f     ' 

What  need  we  scan  this  point,  wnen  Herod  himself  prof^^i 
JSfeisrken/r^imJht  d^?  He,  thati^as  a J^w by  pro&9sio(i,aoa 
Joew  tbeHtcirjr  ^f  fjisb^'s  b^n^,.  of .*hf. fi^^ppj^tta^V ipid.SbttnW}t 
ilMiV.son, «9Wid,  iQ  ^11  .likelihood,  had.oo^  ^^^5^  ^f  our/^v^ouri 
mir^uloiisriiMsifi^HHtipn  of  others,,  R^gbt  t^ii^k  th\s  ,pow^r  jeBect» 
fid.  "vpm  ibm^lff  li^veo  Hero4#  .^ .  .9^  la^  ^(^  ^^s,  beUc^yied  ^  re^ 
#lime(;Um»  iIi^E^dne^  of  life  «^nci  pr<ictjicp  fnay  stomd  wlth.Qitho- 
doxy  in  some  main  points  of  religion.  \V\ko  can  doubt  oS  tbis^ 
jriw^^doviU  Mieve  a^id  ijr^mbk  ?  ^VVbere  shs^Il  those  men  #p^ 
j^r»  Y^bose  fiMtes  ar«  Cfaristij^u,  but^tjieir  hefgrts  Sadducees  ? 
-  Oh  tbe  tors^rs  af^  itofntvu^  of  a  guilty  heart  1 .'  5HjEjrod'acoar 
jpiqnc^^iold  bias 'he  .had  offei^  ^  unifist.  4n4  cr\iel  viplence  to  4^ 
WM^c^nt;  and  luoy^  iiie  thin,t^s  that  Jphii^^  gbo^t  haunts  him.  Hi 
jt'^i^tibeen  fopr  tbi^guilt  of  his  ^bo&o^i,  w,hy  migj)t  he  4;iot  as  W( 
jbwB  tbofigb^  that  ith^'^u^^  Qo4,  who^ejia^  is^otsborteoei 
Awl'^Wife'yed  -tbi^.pwer of  ,Daira<U^.  aipm  some  .otbor '?  .Ij^of*  !f 
jb^d^  ppbody  b^  John^  «that  dotb^  theser^onde;:;s :  ^'J^^)f^f 


uxi  k  te;^  tlhsid[#  fcfe^  ^^  t>iit  that  tMsmme^  {«ts|iliet,  iriio^h  <he*^ 
ctrtnge  thiurs^  will  be  mvenged  Dii  me  for  ins  bead  i  HCf  tba^ 
c0t»kl  give  faknseif  Uft,.  c^  mooe  easily  take  nine.:  haw  can  I 
dBqapedie  hands  of  a  now^immortal  and  impassUUe  avenger  t*^  j 

A  bricked  man  needs  to  «ther  toitnentor ,  especially  for  the  mm 
of  Uood,  than  his  own  heart-.  Rerel,  O  Heced,  and  fcest,  an4 
itohe;  and  please  thyself  with  dances,  and  triiunplis^  and  pastees: 
ity  sin  f^ball  ie  as  -sooae  Fory,  diat  sbaili  imrisihly  follow  tibee,  siidl 
soodrge  tby  gtiilty  beait'  widi  secret  laehes,  and  iifwi  aU  ooca* 
flioRsshaHkeg^imthy  hcH  within  three.  He  wanted  not.o(thor  asns^ 
Aat  yet^rieu,  Deliver  mefi^om  hlocd-gmltmes^i  O  Gad. 

What  an  honour  was  done  to  John,  in  dins  wiisyrifiioo !  While  that 
aum  Imd,  the  world  was  apt  to  tiiink,  that  Jo&n  was  the.  Chrisfc| 
aow^  Attt  John  is  dead,   Herod  thinks  Chxsist  to  be  Joba.    Coi 


gives  ^  bis  p^gr  eonseiwiable  servants ^a  kisid  of  re^eieuee 
Sigh  rdsp^cty  even  from  those  men^.  that  iimlign  then  nost ;  »aa 
fbe^  cannot  hut  venevate  whom  they  hatel    Coiitrarily,  noiaritQa 
|k)wer  can  shield  a  lewd  man  ixom  contempt. 

Ji^hn  jMi  '410  4niracle  in  his  iife ;  yiet  now  Hesod  ^tidti  be  .(fid 
ttiiraiAes  in  bi^resiwrectioa ;  as  aMppcain^  thatA  newMp^nsataini, 
Kfehrtttght  wkk  k  i  su t^emataKaipower.  Wiio oan but wnondor^ 
tt  die  ^4tu  nM  ifiaitiality  of  Bferod  and  these  Jews  ?  TJiey  caa  &bhu 
Ifbe  stMd  yield  John  risen  fromlhe )dead,  that  aei^er  did  uneasdi^ 
MdnOfi^'llot^iWhoroaS'Cbrist,  who  did  infinite  micadea, dniiXM 
from  the  dead  by  his  Almighrjr  poiner,  is^etijrieldod.i^,  il^fjBk  1» 
hav6)fl9en.  Their^ov^JMUmtifol  mieconceit  of  the  servant^ig Aipt 
l»  lajui'iliM,  air  their  Vkigtgidrdhr  infidelity  to ilhe. Master,  r  Both  itf 
tbeoi  ^dU  eniwince  'aM^cmoiind  them^  befaeeithe  faoo/of.  Godt 
8«i,  ^O^^^^ifindreiblockiak  Hcwodj  i.Tby  oooscienoe^airi&ghti^i^ei 
^th'fobii*sfrti6Uttreotioayvaidrffies»ithy  laee  ifer  the  x:xmdwam^ 
<kr  c^ "to '^Meat a  saint)  ivtit,  wheae is  thy  -vqpeatanoe  (fons^foul 
it  faa  f  ^ho  wonU  »dtl)dve*elBpeeted;  thactthoa  sbviildest  i»ek 
«pnn  ba^  bumbM  tMrseif  ife?  cthy  aoi^-^aiMl  >babe  labosirttb  ^ 
owe  thy  peace  mth  cGod -adbd '  luoti  •  The  igrtatar  Jthet  ^n^ 
tind  power,  ^v«as  df  ihiin,  iwhom  tkam  einppdsedat  jnooremi  itvm  'd^ 
slaughter,  the  more  should  have  been  thy  penitenoe.  InjcpiatTiSS 
woctt  tb  bes^  mdnY  w^  tdcpi  vbeis  sbnseless'of  (their  own  >saJ(W 
«)d  wi^re.  One  w«nd4  baTw^tfaougfatY  tthot  our  £i8t  graiicWni 
Adam,  ^ben  he<fouMl  fab  heart  to^mc  fhim  for  hb  disobedienoi^ 
^onkl^ha^  run  to  meet  God.  Topon -his  Janaea^  md  baeeaMd  ^iBr 
yikrdoA  -of  his  offence :  instead  of  that,  he  runs  to  hideUs  hOMl 
among  the  bushes.  The  case  is  jtiU .  otnrs  x  tae  onhorit  both  hiaisui 
'atiS  hi^  .Monseles^nesSi  iSesides'.the  iixiiiitiae.diBpleasaa^iof  Gody 
^ki^n^sft  makes  ^e*lidsrtinoapBUe'ofgi«ce,«Bd  impragnsifaie  df 
^'meanii'Of  conversion.  • 

*  '^n  the  i«ry  fim  act/ of  HerodVxtinidty  was  biinoda.  Heiwaa 
^Haou^h'Mth  other  shw ;  *he  added  tkis^Aavc^j  tkat  hi  gkat 
^^^ffhn^n^pfkM.  Thevidenco  4^t«d  «to  GodV  :uesaengi«  as 
*«MMM f ((IT noMriotti.  'The  sanctky >aiKl4MS6teaeeaar];i^idf>iiBe 
'^^  '^Hm'^kOk  teuMtt  ^fsfiij  imn  «te  nmttstttd^  wifliaggnwFatrfl 
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the  sin  ;  but  wbdtefner  bis  person  faid  been,  bis  mission  Wfts  stfeiredr 
he  shall  send  his  messenger.  Tbe  wrong  redounds  to  th^  Godi 
diat  sent  bim.  It  is  the  charge  of  God^  T^iecA  not  mine  anointed^ 
nor  do  viv  prophets-  atnf  harm.  The  precept  is,  perhaps, -one ; 
fer  even  prophets  were  anointed ;  but,  at  least,  next  to  rioUttcm 
tf  -Majesty,  is  the  wrong  to  a  prophet. 

:  fint  what !  do  I  not  hear  the  Evangelist  say,  that  Herod  h^ari 
John  gladly  ?  How  is  it,  tlien  ?,  Did  John  take  the  ear  and  heart 
of  Hei^d,  and  doth  Herod  bind  the  hands  and  feet  of  Jobn  ?  Doth 
1^  wilfully  imprison  whom  he  gladly  heard?  How  inconstant  is  a 
carnal  heart  to  good  resolutions !  How  little  trust  is  to  be  gi^ea 
tfcs  the '  good  motiom-  of  unregeoerate  persons !  We  have  known, 
fdieii  6%'en  mad  dogs  ha¥e  fawned  upon  their  master ;  yet  be  bath 
been  too  wise  to  trust  i^bem,  but  in.  chains.  As  a  true  fiiend  loves 
iliways,  so  a  giQcious  heart  always  affects  good  :  neither  can.  be 
altered  with  change  of  occurrences.  But  the  carnal  nian,  lik^ 
H^hiiUow.  parasite  or  a  fawning  spaniel,  flatters  only  for  his  own 
t^rn :  if  that  be  once  either  served  or  crossed,  like  a  churlish  cur, 
liciJS:  ready  to  snatch  us  by  the  Engers.  Is  there  a  woddly^imnd- 
^iBsd  .man,  that  lives  in  s^me  known  sin,  yet  makes  much  of  tho 
prdachej*,  frequents  the  church,  talks  godly^  looks  demurely,  earn 
lies  fair?  trust  him  not:  he  will  .prove,,  after,  bis  pious  fits,  like 
9ome  cesty  horse,  which  goes  on  some  paces  readily  ai)d  e^tgerljfji 
hot  anpn  either  stands  still,  or  falls  tp  flingi^  and  pla4»'gi«ig^;9JeK{ 
ne^^  leaves,  till  b^  have  cast  bis  rider:  i     .!     .j Li. .: 

'i  What.tbcin  might  be  the  cauae  of  J/ohn's  bonds,  an^  Ue^od'n 
jfispleasure  ?  For  Berodias^  sakc^  his  broiher  J^hilif^s^  Sfi^ife.  That 
iromah  was  the  subjfipt  pf  ^Herodla  fusty  and  tht^  esf.cit^  a£  lii^  n>r 
•senge.'  This  light  hniawiife  ^n  !awa(y:4ritb;  her  husband**  fao*other; 
Mdinowj  doting iipoA&e|r  itieesluoii^  Iqev^,  and.^pding  Joh^ t^l^ 
krabin  tbewayjof  her  lice^ious. adultery 9  is.  iinpati^ntQf  bi^.U-» 
Jbert^  ^and  wiU  not;mtitijl.bisn^stoaim.  ttt€3olved:^nti9rsair$Q^4 
«p4i»  their  Iewd.dotffiirs  -^.Mnd  tun  AiriousJijr  upqn  their  fMnss^yer^ 
vAi'.bear  •oobfaed.of  her  wKelps.ia  lessliiiapetUous.  Inde^ili  tbc^» 
i^tbaT^UktermtnedtQ lov^ their nasntore than th^p spnU,  vfhq^ 
.iean  thfsjr. Care  for  ? .  I  .,;  .'  ' 

V .  Thoagh  Herod  .was.  wichod  enough,  yofc  I;ad  it  oot^  he^  <ip<)Q 
.  dyEeiodii|s*s  instigation; -b^:  hiwi  nev«er;im](>riapned  Jphn.  Imj^rtilr 
jwty*  lifJewd  solicitors  voMy  be  of  »dangetqus.;cpndeq»^nc^j  ang 
jKiii^tirass  draws  greatness  into  thc^  way«,  which.it  ^ither^woula 
innt' We^thought  of,  or  abhorred,  in  tiie  removal  pf  tli&iWickfid 
,  di;  the' esiBfcbiishmeDt  of  the  throne.     > 

,  Yefy  siiilisllijs  dame  called  the  wife  of  Philip.  She  h#d  ntteKr 
'tlyjfifr  hi»'i^,  and  was  solemnly  coujpJed  to  Herod  ;.'fettt  all  the 
ritual  ceremonies  of  her  new  nuptials  cannot  make  h^  other,  th^P 
;Pliilipfs  wife.  It  is  a  sure  rule,  <*  That,  which  is  prigiaally  faulty, 
^can  wtter  be  rectified.*'  The  ordination  of  marriage  is,  one  for 
one :  They  toain  shall  be  onejlesh.    There  cannot  b^.  two  heads  tP 
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Yetliow  dmb  Uetod  dote  dm  her,  that -for  hei  uakti  he  bad^  ixjim 
with  irons ! 

.  Whither  will  not  the  fUry  of  inordinate  lust  ti-Uospoi't ^  man? 
Certainly,  John  was  of  latdin  Herod's  favour.  That  rouirh-hewn 
preacher  was  for  a  wilderness :  liot  for  a  court.  Herod^s  invita* 
tion  drew  him  thither ;  his  reverence  and  respects  encouraged  him 
diere :  now,  the  love  of  bis  lust  hath  carried  him  into  a  faat4i  of 
God's  messenger.  That  man  can  have  no  hold  of  himself  or  carcf 
ofothersy  who  hath  given  the  reins  to  his  unruly  concupisceocfi. 
He,  that  hath  once  fixed  his  heart  upon  the  face  of  a  harlot,  and 
hath  beslaved  himself  to  a  bewitcliing  beauty,  casts  oflF,  at  oncici 
«U  fear  of  God,  respect  to  laws,  shame  of  the  worlds  regard  of  hi». 
estate,  care  of  wife,  children,  friends,  reputation,  patrimony, 
body,  soul:  so  violent  is  this  beastly  passion,  where  it  tales ;  nei^ 
ther  ever  leaves,  till  it  have  burned  him  into  the  chambers  of 
death. 

'  Herodias  herself  had  first  plotted  to  kill  the  Baptist ;  her  mur^ 
d^rers  were  suborned,  her  ambushes  laid :  the  success  failed  ;  and 
now  she  works  with  Herod  for  his  durance.     O  marvelloas  hand 
of  the  Almighty !     John  was  a  mean  man,  for  estate ;  solitary, 
g^sdrdless,  unarmed,  impotent :  Herodias,  a  queen  ;  so  greats  thlift 
iiie  swayed  Herod  himself;  and  not  more  great  than  subtle ;  aod 
not  more  great  or  subtle,  than  malicious ;  yet  Herodias  laid  tp 
kill  John,  and  could  not.     What  an  invisible,  and  yet  sure  guani, 
there  is  about  the  poor  servants  of  God,  that  seem  helpless  and  des- 
picable in  themselves !    There  id  over  them  a  hand  of  Divine  pro- 
tection, which  can  be  no  more  opposed,  than  jseen.    Malice  is  not 
so  strong  in  the  hand  as  in  the  heart.    The  Devil  is  stronger,  than 
a  world  of  men  ;  a  legion  of  devils  stronger,  than  fewer  spirits  ; 
yet  a  legion  of  devib  cannot  hurt  one  swine  without  a  |>ermi8sion* 
what  can  bands  of  enemies  or  gates  of  hell  do,  against  God's 
secret  ones  ?   //  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lordy  tkun  to  trust  in 
princes. 

It  is  not  more  clear  who  was  the  author,  than  what M^as  the  mo- 
tive of  this  imprisonment,  the  free  reproof  of  Herod^s  incest ;  Jt 
is  not  lawful^  &c.  Both  the  offenders  were  nettled  with  this  bold 
reprehension.  Herod  knew  the  reputation  Ihat  John  carried  ;  bis 
conscience  could  not  but  suggest  the  foulness  of  his.  own  fact  > 
neither  could  he  but  see,  how  odious  it  would  seem  to  persecute  a 
'-prophet  for  so  just  a  reproof :  for  the  colour,  therefore,  of  so  ty^ 
rannical  an  act,  he  brands  John  with  sedition.  These  presump- 
tuous taxations  are  a  di^race  and  disparagement  to  authority.  It 
iir  no  news  with  wicked  tyrants,  to  cloak  their  cruelty  with  pre- 
tences of  justice.  Never  was  it  other  than*  the  lot  of  God's  fait|i-f 
iful  servants,  to  be  loaded  with  unjust  reproaches,  in  the  conscipoa* 
ble  performance  of  their  duties.  They  should  speed  too  well  in  the 
opinion  of  men,  if  they  might  but  appear  in  their  true  shapt* 

The  fact  of  Herod  was  horrible  ancl  prodigious ;  to  rqb  bi$  owz) 
brother  of-  the  partner  of  his  bed ;  .to  tear  i^way  part  of  bis  flesh, 
yea  bis  body  from  his  head :  so  as  here  waS;  at  ouce.io.  .<^e.ii9,  .j 


Sft  CtmTXMK.ATl«NS* 

adritary,  iaetst^  noleaco  :--«d«ltery ,  that  he  took  anotber'a  ^nJk  i 
'  incest,  that  he  took  his  brother^s ;  violence,  that  he  thus  took  her, 
ID  spite  of  her  •  husband.  Justly  therefore  might  John  aay,  //  u 
fuit  lawful  for  thte.  He  balked  not  one  of  Herod^s  sins,  but  r^ 
proved  him  of  all  the  evils  tha£  he  had  done ;  thovgh  more  emv* 
nently  of  this,  as  that  which  more  filled  the  eye  of  the  wodd.  It 
was  not  the  croivA  or  awful  sceptre  of  Herod,  that  could  daunt  the 
homdy,  but  faithful  messenger  of  God :  as  one,  that  ca^ie  JQ  ths 
qpirit  of  Elias^  he  fears  no  fiaces,  spares  no  wickedness^  Then 
must  meet  in  God's  ministers  courage  and  impartiality :  inpar^- 
tiabty,  not  to  make  dififinrence  of  persons;  GOur^pe,'Dot  tomake 
spare  of  the  sins  of  the  greate;^.  It  is  a  hard  condition^  th^t  the 
.necessity  of  our  calling  casts  upou  us,  in  some  cases  to  tuo  upOQ 
-the  pikes  of  displeasure.  Prophecies  were  no  burdens,  if  thqr  ditf 
iiiot  OK'pose  us  to  these  dangers.  We  must  connive  at  no.evil }  ewjr 
sin  unreproved  becomes  ours.  . 

Hatred  is  the  daughter  of.  truth.  Herod  is  inwardly  vexed,  with 
io  preremptory  a  reprehension  i  and  now  he  sedka  to  kill  the 
author. 

And  why  did  he  not  ?  He  feared  the  people.  The  time  was,  whes 
lie  feared  John  no  less,  than  now  be  hates  him :  be  once  revr 
trenoed  him,  as  a  just  and  holy  man,  whom  now  he  heartburns  as 
«an  enemy «  Neither  was  it  any  counterfeit  respect:  sure  the  nan 
1MU  then  in  earnest.  What  shall  we  say  tlien  ?  was  it,  that  his  iu* 
eonstant  heart  was  now  fetched  off  by  Herodias,  and  wrought  tea 
disafiection  ?  or  was  it  with  Herod  as  with  Solomon^  slug^d, 
that  at  once  would  and  would  not }  His  tfaou^its  are  distracted, 
with  a  mixed  voluntary  contradiction  ck  purposes :  as  a^holy  man 
and  honoured  of  the  people,  he  would-  not  kill  John ;  he  would 
kill  him,  as  an  enemy  to  his  lust.   Tha  worst  part  prevaileth.  Ap^ 

Eite  Qversways  reason  and  conscience ;  and  now,  were  it  not  for 
r  of  the  people,  John  should  be  murdered.  What  a  sdf-coo* 
'  flicting  and  prodigious  creature  is  a  wicked  man  left  over  to  Us 
own  thoughts ;  while  on  the  one  side  he  is  urged  by  his  coo- 
science,  on  the  other  by  his  lustful  desires  aud  by  the  importunity 
of  Satan !  There  is  no  peace,  saith  msf  God,  to  the  wicked  t  anSi 
after  all  his  inward  bt^oils,  he  falls  upon  the  worst ;  so  as  his  yieM- 
anoe  is  worse  than  his  fight.  When  God  sees  fit,  Herod's  tyiaaiW 
shall  effect  that,  which  the  wise  Providence  of  the  Almighty  hm 
decreed  for  his  servant's  glory.  In  the  mean  while,  rubs  shaU  bs 
cast  in  his  way  ;  and  this  for  one,  He  feared  the  people. 

What  an  absurd  and  sottish  thing  is  hypocrisy  ?  Herod  feari  the 
people ;  he  fears  not  God.  Tell  me  then,  Herod,  what  couki  die 
people  do,  at  the  worst  ?  Perhaps,  mutiny  against  thee ;  nuse 
atms  and  tumults ;  disturb  the  govermnent ;  it  mav  be,  Mae  it 
off.  What  could  God  do  i  Y«a^  what  not  ?  Stir  up  M  his  croattfrei 
tojolague  tbee  ;  and,  when  he  hath  done,  tumble  thoe  doHV  io 
heU,  and  there  tormeat  thee  everlastingly.  O  fond  Herod,  that 
fearest  where  no  fear  was  j  aad  fearest  not  where  theve  is  nothiag 
Irttt  etrrpr ! 
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Bow*  God'lhs  T€wd  men  iirith  restraints !  If  they  be  so  goAess 
as  to  regard  Jns  creatiite  Above  hIthselF,  h^  hath^^xteiriial  hngg»  tb 
aflrigbt  them  l^ithal;  if  btisbfuly  he  hath  ihame;  if  coretou^^ 
losses;  if  prduVl,  disgrace:  ai4d,  by  this  means,  the  Mofft  Wise 
Providence  keeps  the  world  in  ordeh  W6  eantiot  better  judge  df 
oar  hearts,  than  by  what  vre  niOst  fear. 

No  man  is  sd  gi*eat,  as  to  be  nlterly  exempted  fi^ona  feaf.  TT^te 
Jtews  feared  Herod;  Hiefod  *  feared  *  the  Jews:  the  healthful  fetr 
nckness ;  the  fr^y  servitude :  the peoprefearatyratit^soppressitti 
*  and  cruelty  ;  th«?  tyrant  fears  thift  people*s  mutiny  «rA  instMT*fc* 
tion.  If  there  have  been  some  so  gireat^  as  to  be  above  the  re&<Ai 
of  the  power  and  machinations  [of  inferiors ;  yet  never  ahTf  tihat 
have  been  free  from  their  feak^  and  suspicions.  Happy  is  ne,  that 
iear$  nothing,  but  what  he  should,  God. 

Why  did  Herod  feair  the  people  ?  They  held  John  Jbr  a  pf*op^. 
And  tfixs  opinion  was  both  common  and  constant :  even  th^Serttiite 
fthd  Phai*iseed  durst  not^ay,  his  baptism  was  from  men.  ^' 

h  is  thfe!  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  ever  to  sive  his  ehildfi^ 
fiivour,  somewhere.  If  Jezebel  hate  Elias,  Ahab  shall  for  tlie  i\)A^ 
hdnour  him  ;  and  if  Herod  hate  the  Baptist  and  would  ft  ill  hiin, 
yet  the  {leople  reverence  him.  Iferod's  malice  would  triake  Wm 
iway;  the  people^s  reputation  keeps  him  alive.  As  Wise  prihciis 
haye  been  content  to  maintain  a  ftiction  in  tiieir  eourt  or  state  ft^r 
their  own  purposes ;  so  here,  did  the  God  of  Heaven  contrive  and 
order  differences  of  judgment  and  affection  betn'ixt  Hered  and 
kis  subjects,  for  his  own  holy  ends.  Else  certainly",  if  all  wieked 
men  should  conspire  in  evil,  there  could  be  no  being  upon  eartfr;' 
is  contrarily,  if  evil  spirits  did  not  accord,  heM* could  not  stand. 

Oh  the  unjust  and  fond  partiality  of  this  people !  Tl>ey  all-ge.- 
HeraHy  applaud  John  fbra  prophet,  jret  they  receive  not  his  m(*s- 
sage.  Whose  prbphet  was  Johrt,  but  of  the  Higher?  What  Was 
his  errancy 'but  to  be  the  way  maker  unto  Christ?  ^Vhat  was  he, 
but  the  Vo5c^  of  that  Eternal  Word  of  his  Father  ?  What  was  the 
sound  of  di^t' Voice,  but,  Behold  the  Lanib  of  God;  Me,  ih^t 
conies  after  wi<r,  is  greater  than  I;  whose  shoeJatchet  I  km  not 
^oorthy  to  urUdose  ?  Yet  they  honour  the  servant,  and  reject  the 
Master ;  they  contemn  that  Prince,  whose  embassador  they  rere- 
JPwice.  How  (ibuid  tliey  but  argue ;  **  John  is  a  prbphet :  bespeaks 
from  God  ^  his  words  must  be  true ;  be  tells  ^s  tins  is  the  Lamb 
^  God,  the  Messiah  that  should  come  to  redeem  the  world  :  this 
ittust  then  needs  be  he;  we  will  look  for  no  other  ?"  Yet  this  pet* 
Terse  people  receives  John,  and  rejects  Jesus.  There  is  ever  an 
ibsuroity  in  unbelief,  while  it  separates  those  relations  and  re- 
spects, which  can  neveir  in  nature  be  disjoined.  Thus  it  readily 
ftppreheqch  Gb<j[  as  merciful  in  pardoning,  not  as  just  in  pUaish. 
y^%\  Chrfet  as  k  Saviour,  ndt  as  a  Judge.  Thus  We  ordinaHly,  In 
*  c6ntrariety  to  these  Jews,  profess  to  receive  the  Master,  and  coh- 
^n  AeWvants ;  while  He  hath  said  that  will  make  it  good,  Ife^ 
.  that  despiseth  yoUy  despiseth  me. 

ThW:,  which  Herod  in  policy  durst  not,  in  wine  he  dares  dil ; 


and  tbat|  wbicU  God  h«d  restrained  till  bis  own  tiaiif,  P^VH  "^^ 
own  time  he^  permits  to  be  dodi*.    The  day  was,  .as  one  of  tl^ 


iioti6ed,  Herod's^  birthday,  AH  tbe  peers  of  the  country,  perhaj^ 
,oi  the  neighbour  nations,  are  now  assembled.  Uefodias  could  not 
haye  found  out  a  time,  more  fit  to  blazon  Her  own  shame  and  crud- 
ity, than  in  such  a  confluence;  The  wise  Providence  of  God  manjr 
.times  pays  us  with  our  own  choice  ^  so  as^  wbon  we  thiiik  to  haye 
brought  about  our  own  ends  tb  our  best  content,  we  bring  about 
<Kis  purposes  to  oui^  own  confusion;  , 

./  Herod*s  birthday  is  kept ;  and  so  was  Pharabh^s :  bqtli  of  them 
with  blood.  These  personal  stains  cannot  make  the  practice  ua* 
lawful.  Where  the.  man  is  good,  the  birth  is  memorable.  What 
^blessing  have  we,  if  life  be  none?  And  if  our  life  be  a  blessior, 
why  should  it  not  be  celebrated  ?  Exces^  and  disordier  may  ble- 
fjoiah  any  solemnity ;  but  that  cleaves  to  the  act,  not  to  the  iustl- 
.tutjion. 

Herod^s  birthday  was  kept  with  a  feast,  and  this  feast  was  a 
supper*  It  was  fit  to  be  a  hi^r ht  work :  this  festivity  was  spent  in 
works  of  darkness,  not  of  the  light;  it  was  a  child  of  darkuesi 
that  was  then  born,  not  of  the  day.  THose^  thai  are  diiinJUen,  are 
drunk  in  the  night.  There  is  a  kind  of  shame  in  sin,  even  whei|e 
it  is  committed  with  the  stiflest  resolution ;  at  least,  there  was  wont 
.  to  be :  if  now,  sin  be  grown  impudent,  and  justice  bashful,  woe 
be  to  us. 

That  there  might  be  perfect  revels  at  Herod's  birthday,  besid^ 
the  feast,  there  is  music  and  dancing ;  and  that  by  Salome,  the 
daughter  of  Herodias*  A  meet  daughter  for  such  a  mother ;  bre4 
according  to  the  disposiuon  of  so  immodest  a  parent.  Dancings 
in  itself,  as  it  is  a  set,  regular,  harmonious  motion  of  the  bodyi 
cannot  be  unlawful,  more  than  walking  or  running.  Circumstances 
inay  make  it  sinfiil.  The  wanton  gesticulations .  of  a  virgin  in  a 
wild  assembly  of  gallants  warmed  with  wine,  could  .be  no  other 
than  riggish  and  unmaidenly.  It  is  not  so  frequently  seen,  that  the 
child  foilows  the  good  cjuaUties  of  the  parent ;  it  is  seldom  seen, 
.  that  it  fpliows  not  the  evil.  Nature  is.  the  soil;  good  and  ill  quali« 
ties  are  the  herbs  and  weeds :  the  soil  bears  the  weeds,  naturally; 
the  herbs,  not  without  culture.  What  with  traduction,  what  wi^ 
education,  it  were  strange^  if  we  should  miss  any  of  our  parents 
misdispositions.  .  '     Ix 

Herodias  and  Salome  have  what  Uiey  desired.  The  dance  plea3(» 
Herod  well :  those  indecent  motions,  that  would  have  displeas^ 
any  modest  eye,  (though  what  should  a  modest  eye  do  at  H^rod^s 
feast?)  over-pleased  Herod,  Well  did  Herodias  know,  how.  to  fit 
the  tooth  of  her  paramour ;  and  had  tlierefore  purposely  so  com- 
posed tbe  carri^ige  and  gesture  of  her  daughter,  as  it  might  tane 
best ;  although,  doubtless,  the  same  action  could  not  have  so  ple®^ 
fd  from  another,    Herod  saw  in  Salome^s.face  and  fashiopi  the 


joRw  BAnirr  bsrsaded.  iil 

image  of  her  whom  he  doted  on ;  so  did  Aie  lo6k,  to  did  sh^ 
move :  besides  thftt  fait  hmsh  com  bad  medisposed  him  to  wsn- 
toimess  :  and  now  he  cannot  but  Eke  weU  that^  which  so  pleesii^ 
ly  suited  his  inordinate  desire.  All  humours  loi^  to  be  fed ;  espe- 
cially the  ricious,*  so  much  more,  as  th^  are  more  eager  and 
stirring.  There  cannot  be  a  better  glass,  wherein  to  discern  tiie 
&ce  of  our  hearts,  than  our  pleasures :  such  as  they  are,  such  are 
ve ;  whether  Tain,  or  holy. 

What  ft  strange  transportation  was  this !  Whatsoever  thou  shalf 
ask.  Half  a  kingdom  for  a  dance !  Herod,  this  pastime  ia  over« 
paid  for:  there  is  no  proportion  in  this  remuneration:  this  ia 
not  bomity ;  it  is  prodigence.  Neither  doth  this  pass  under  a 
bare  promise  only,  but  under  an  oath ;  and  that,  solemn,  and  (as 
it  nnght  be  in  wine)  serious.  How  largely  do  sensual  men  both 

Eoflfer  and  give,  for  a  litde  momentary  and  rain  contentment ! 
ow  many  censure  Herod^sr  ^ohs  impotence,  and  yet  second  it 
with  a  worse  giving  away  their  precious  souls,  for  a  short  pleasure 
of  sin  !  What  is  inlf  a  Kingdom,  yea,  a  whole  w'orld,  to  a  soul  I 
So  much,  therefore,  is  their  madness  gi^eater,  ad  their  loss  is  more. 
'  So  large  a  boon  was  worthy  of  a  delibeii^ation.   Sal6me  consults' 
with  her  mother,  upon  so  ample  and  ratified  a  promise.  Yet^  so 
much  goodiiatiire  and  filial  respect  was  in  this  wanton  damsel,  ti»t 
s^  would  not  ean^e  herself  of  her  option,  but  fakes  her  mofEher 
with  her.  If  Herodias  were  infamously  lewd,  yet  she  waa  hear  pa« 
Tent,  and  niu6t'dipect  her  choice.  Children  should  have  no  wm  of 
their  OWD.  As  their  flesh  is  their  parents*,  so  should  their  will  be. 
Thev  do  jnstly  unchikt  themselves,  that,  in  main  Sections,  dispose 
of  themselves,  without  the  consent  of  those,  which  gave  them 
beings.  It  ia  both  unmannerly  and  unnatural  in  the  chud,  to  run 
before,  without,  against  the  wiU  of  the  parent.  Oh  that  vfe  could 
be  80  officious  to'  our  good  and  Heavenly  Father,  as  she  waa  to  an 
earthly  and  wicked  mother ;  not  to  ask,  not  to  undertake  ought, 
without  his  allowance,  without  his  directions :  that  when  the  world 
shaU  oflfer  us  whatsoever  our  heart  desires,  we  coukt  run  to  the 
Onttfeft-  of  God  for  out  resolution ;  nbt  daring  to  accept  what  he 
^kAh  not  both  Ucense  and  warrant. 

Oh  the  Wonderful  strength  of  malice !  Salome  was  ofler^  n.o 
Im  than  half  the  kingdom  of  Herod,  yet  chuses  to  ask  the  headf 
of  a  poor  preacher.  Nothing  is  so  sw^et  to  a  corrupt  heart,  as  re** 
^ge ;  especially  when  it  may  bring  with  it  a  full  scope  to  a  dear' 
^'*  All  workUings'  are  of  this  diet :  they  would  rather  sin  freely 
for  a-  while  and  cne,  than  refrain  and  live  happily,  eternally. 

What  a  suit  was  this !  Give  me  here^  in  a  chatgety  the  head  ef 
Mm  Baptist.  It  is  not  enough  for  her  to  say,  **  Let  John's  bead 
be  cut  off;"  but,  Gioe  me  it  in  a  charger.  What  a  service  was 
here  to  be  brought  into  a  feast ;  especially  to  a  woman  !  a  dead 
^>^s  head  swimmii^  in  blood.  How  crliel  is  a  wicked  heart,  that 
^^  take  pleasure  in  those  thingis,  which  have  most  horror ! 
^  the  knportunity  of  a  galled  conscience !  Herodias  could 
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never  think  hetself  safe,  till  John  was  dead ;  she  could  never  think 
him  dead,  till  his  head  were  off;  she  could  not  think  his  head  was 
off,  till  she  had  it  brought  her  in  a  platter :  a  guilty  heart  never 
thinks  it  hath  made  sure  enough*  Yea,  even  after  the  head  was 
thus  brought,  they  thought  him  alive  again.  Guiltiness  and  secu- 
rity could  never  lodge  together  in  one  bosom. 

Herod  was  sorry,  and  no  doubt  in  earnest ;  in  the  midst  of  his 
cups  and  pleasance.  I  should  rather  think  his  .jollity  counterfeited, 
than  his  grief.  It  is  true,' Herod  was  3.  fox  ;  but  that  subtle  beast 
dissembles  not  always :  when  he  runs  aivay  from  the  dogs,  he 
means  as  he  does.  And  if  he  were  formerly  willing  to  have  killed. 
John,  yet  he  was  nnwillingly  willing ;  and  so  far  as  he  was  un- 
willing to  kill  him  as  a  prophet,  as  a  just  man,  so  far  was  he. sorry 
t^at  he  must  be  killed.  Had  Herod  been  wise,  he  had  not  been 
erplexed.  Had  he  been  so  wise  as  to  have  eng^aged  himself  law- 
fully and  within  due  limits,  he  had  not  now  been  so  entangled  as 
to  nave  needed  sorrow.  The  folly  -of  sinners  is  guilty  of  their  pain, 
and  draws  upon  them  a  late  and  unprofitable  repentance.' 

But  here  the  act  was  not  past,  though  the  word  were  past.  It 
was  his  misconceived  entanglement,  that  caused  this  sorrow;  which 
might  have  been  remedied  by  flying  off. 

A  threefold  cord  tied  him  to  the  performance ;  the  conscicoce 
of  his  oath,  the  respect  to  his  guests,  a  lothness  to  discontent  He* 
rpdias  and  her  daughter. 

Herod  had  so  much  religion,  as  to  make  scruple  of  an  oath ; 
tiot  so  much,  as  to  make  scruple  of  a  murder.  No  man  casts  off 
all  justice  and  piety,  at  once ;  but,  while  he  gives  himself  o^etto 
some  sins^  he  sticks  at  others.  It  is  no  thank  to  lewd  men,  that  they 
are  not  universally  vicious.  All  God's  several  laws  cannot  be  vio- 
lated, at  once.  There  are  sins  contrary  to  each  other:  there  are 
sins  disagreeing  with  the  lewdest  dispositions :  there  are  6p- 
pressors,  that  hate  drunkenness;  there  are  unclean  persons, 
which  abhor  murder ;  there  are  drunkards,  which  hate  cruelty. 
One  sin  is  enough  to  damn  the  soul ;  one  leak  to  drown  the  vessel. 
But,  O  fond  Herod !  What  needed  this  unjust  scrupulousness  ? 
Well  and  safely  mi^htest  thou  have  shifted  the  bond  of  thine  otth, 
with  a  double  evasjon :  one,  that  this  generality  of  thy  promise 
was  only  to  be  construed  of  lawful  acts  and  motions;  tliatonly 
can  we  do,  which  we  can  justly  do  ;  unlawfulness  is  in  the  nature 
of  impossibility ;  the  otl^r,  that  had  this  engagement  been  so 
xneant^  yet  might  it  be  as  lawfully  rescinded,  as  it  was  unlawfully 
made ;  a  sinful  promise  is  ill  made,  worse  performed.  Thus  thou 
xnightest,  thou  shquldest  have  come  off  fair ;  where  now,  holding 
thyself  by  an  irreligious  religion  tied  to  thy  foolish  and  wicked 
oath,  thou  only  goest  away  with  this  mitigation,  that  thou  art  a 
scrupulous  muEOcrer.  In  the  mean  while,  if  a  Herod  made  such 
conscience  of  keeping  an  unlawful  patli,  how  shall  he,  in  the  Day 
of  Judgment,  condemn  those  Christians,  which  make  no  con« 
gpence  of  oath^  lawful,  just,  necessary !  Woe  is  me  !  one  sells  an 
Oath  for  a  bribe  ;  another  lends  an  oath  for  favour  ;  another  casts 
it  away  for  maUce.  I  fear  to  tliink  it  may  be  a  question,  wliether 
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there  be  more  oaths  broken,  or  kept.  O  God,  I  tnarvel  not,  if,  be- 
ing iniplored  as  a  witness,  as  an  avenger  of  falsehood,  thou  hold 
hiin  not  guiltless,  that  thus  dares  take  thy  Name  in -vain.  * 

Next  to  Jiis  oath  is  the  respect  to  his  honour.  His  guests  heard 
his  deep  engagement,  and  now  Jie  cannot  fall  off  with  reputation. 
It  would  argue  levity  and  rashness,  to  say  and  not  to  do ;  and  what 
would  the  world  say  ?  The  misconceits  of  the  points  of  honour 
have  cost  millions  of  souls.  As  many  a  one  doth  good  onlv  to  be 
seen  of  men,  so  many  a  one  doth  evil  only  to  satisfy  the  humour 
and  opinion  of  others.  It  is  a  damnable  plausibility,  so  to  regard 
the  vain  approbation  or  censure  of  the  beholders,  as,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  neglect  the  allowance  or  judgment  of  God.  But  how  ill 
guests  were  these !  How  well  worthy  of  a  Herod's  table !  Had 
Aey  had  but  common  civility,  finding  Herod  perplexed,  they  had 
Acquitted  him  by  their  dissuasions ;  and  would  have  disclaimed 
the  expectation  of  so  bloody  a  performance :  but  they  ratlier,  to 
gratify  Herodias,  make  way  for  so  slight  and  easy  a  condescent. 
Even  godly  princes  have  complained  of  the  iniquity  of  their  heels: 
how  much  more  must  they  needs  be  ill  attended,  that  give  encou- 
ragements and  examples  of  lewdness  ! 

Neither  was  it  the  least  motive,  that  he*  was  loth  to  displease  his 
mistress.  The  damsel  had  pleased  him  in  her  dance  ;  ne  would 
not  discontent  *her  in  breaking  his  word.  He  saw  Herodias  in 
Salome.  The  suit,  he  knew,  was  the  niother's,  though  in  the 
daughter's  lips:  both  would  be  displeased,  in  falling  off;  both 
would  be  gratified,  in  yielding.  O  vain  and  wicked  Herod!  he 
cares  not  to  offend  God,  to  offend  his  conscience ;  he  cares  to  of- 
fend a  wanton  mistress.  This  is  one  means  to  fill  hell,  lothness  to 
displease.  A  good  heart  will  rather  fall  out  with  all  the  world, 
than  with  God,  than  with  his  conscience. 

The  misgroutided  sorrow  of  worldly  hearts  doth  not  withhold 
them  from  their  intended  sins.  It  is  enough  to  vex ;  not  enough 
to  restrain  them.  Herod  was  sorry ;  but  he  sends  the  executioner 
for  John's  head. 

One  act  hath  made  Herod  a  tyrant,  and  John  a  martyr.  Herod 
a  tyrant ;  in  that,  without  all  legal  proceedings,  without  so  much 
^  false  witoesses,  he  takes  off*  the  head  of  a  man,  of  a  prophet ;  it 
was  lust  that  carried  Herod  into  murder ;  the  proceedings  of  sin 
are  more  hardly  avoided,  than  the  entrance ;  wnoso  gives  himself 
leave  to  he  wicked,  knows  not  where  he  shall  stay :  Jonii  a  martyr, 
in  dying  for  bearing  witness  to  the  triith ;  truth  in  life,  in  judg- 
Dwnt,  in  doctrine. 

It  was  the  holy  purpose  of  <5od,  that  he,  which  had  baptized 
with  water,  should  now  be  baptized  with  blood.    Never  did  God 
nwan,  that  his  best  children  should  dwell  always  upon   earth  :,^ 
should  they  stay  here,  wherefore  hath  he  providfed  glory  above  ?  * 
Nof^^^^ld  God  have  John  delivered  from  a  double  prison ;  of  his 
^n^  of  Herod's ;  and  placed  in  the  glorious  liberty  of  his  sons.  *» 
His  head  shall  be  taken  off,  that  it  may  be  crowned  with  elory . 
Precious  in  ihe  sight  cfthe  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.    ^ 
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O  happy  birthday  I  BOt  of  Herod,  bul  of  the  Baxitiat!  Koir 
doth  John  enter  into  his  joy  ;  and,  in  this  name,  is  mis  day  ever 
celebrated  of  the  Church.  This  blessed  forerunner  of  Christ  said 
of  himself,  /  must  dea^ease.  He  is  decreased  indeed,  and  now 
grown  shorter  by  the  head ;  but  he  is  not  so  much  decreased  in 
Mature,  as  increased  in  glory.  For  one  minute^s  pain,  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  endless  joy  ;  and,  as  he  came  before  his  Saviour  into  tbo 
world,  so  is  he  gone  before  him  into  heaven* 

The  head  is  brought  in  a  charger.  '  What  a  dish  was  here  for  a 
feast !  How  prodigiously  insatiable  is  the  cruelty  of  a  wicked 
heart !  O  blessed  service,  fit  for  the  table  of  heaven !  It.  is  not 
for  thee,  O  wicked  Herod,  nor  for  thee,  malicious  and  wanton 
Merodias;  it  is  a  dish,  precious  and  pleasing  to  the  God  oC 
Heaven,  to  the  blessed  ai^els,  who  looked  upon  that  head  withr 
more  ddight  in  his  constant  fideUty,  than  the  beholders  saw  it  with 
horror,  and  Herodias  with  contentment  of  revenge. 

It  is  brought  to  Salome,  as  the  reward  of  her  dance ;  ^e  pre- 
sents it  to  her  mother,  as  the  dainty  she  had  longed  for.  Methinks, 
I  see  how  that  chaste  and  holy  countenance  was  tos^  by  impure 
and  filthy  hands;  that  true  and  faithful  tongue,  those  saceedlips, 
those  pure  eyes,  those  mortified  cheeks  are  now  insultinfl^y  handled 
by  an  incestuous  harlot,  and  made  a  scorn  to  the  drunken  eyes  of 
Herod's  guests. 

Oh  the  wondrous  judgments  and  incomprehensible  dispositions 
of  the  holy,  wise,  Almighty  God !  He,  that.waa  sanctified  in  the 
w(Hnb,  bom  and  conceived  with  so  much  note  and  miracle,  (wlyU 
fhanner  of  child  shall  this  be  ?J  lived  with  so  much  reverence  and 
observation,  is  now,  at  midnieht,  obscurely  murdered  in  a  close 
prison,  and  his  head  brotight  &rth  to  the  insultation  and  inrLuoD 
of  harlots  and  ruffians.  O  God,  thou  knowest  what  thou  hast  to  dO: 
with  thine  own.  Thus  thou  sufFerest  thine  to  be  OEiisused  and 
slaughtered  here  below,  that  thou  may  est  crown  theoEi  above*  It* 
should  not  be.  thus,  if  thou  didst  not  mean,  that  their  glory  should 
be  answerable  to  their  depression.  Matthew  xa» 
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What  flocking  there  was  afler  Christ,  which  way  soever  he  went  I 
How  did  the  Kinedom  of  Heaven  suffer  a  holv  violence,  in  these 
his  followers!  Their  importunity  dsave  him  mm  the  land  to  the 
sea^.  When  he  was  upon  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  they  followed  him 
with  their  eyes ;  and»  when  they  saw  which  way  he  bent,  thejr  fol- 
lowed him  so  fasten  foot,  that  tnev  prevented  his  landing.  Whe* 
ther  it  were,  thatour  Saviour  staid  some  while  upon  the  water,  as 
that  which  yielded  him  more  quietness  and  freedom  of  respiration ; 
or  whether  the  foot-passage,  as  it  oft  falkout^  were  tbeshorteiD  cut, 
by  reasoQ  of  the  compasses  of  the  water  and  the  many  elbows  of 
the  land ;  I  inquire  not :  sure  I  am,  the  wind  did  not  so  swiftly 
drive  on  the  ship,  as  desire  and  zeal  dnive  on  these  eager  clients. 
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Well  4id  Christ  see  them  all  the  way ;  well  did  he  know  their 
«tepS)  and  guided  them :  and  now  he  purposely  goes  to  meet  thero> 
whom  he  seemed  to  flee.  Nothing  can  please  God  more,  than  our 
importunity  in  seeking  him :  when  he  withdraws  himself,  it  is  that 
be  may  be  more  earnestly  inquwed  for.  Now  then  he  comes  to 
find  them,  whom  he  madlie  shew  to  decline ;  and,  seeing  a  great 
mnltitride,  he  passes  from  the  ship  to  the  shore.  That,  which 
brought  him  from  heaven  to  earth,  Drought  him  also  from  the  sea 
-to  land ;  his  compassion  on  their  souls,  that  he  mi^ht  teach  them ; 
oompassion  on  their  bodies,  that  be  might  heal  and  feed  them. 

Juctea-  was  not  large,  but  populous :  it  could  not  be,  |>ut  there 
•Q>ust  be,  amongst  90  many  men,  many  diseased. 
•  It  is  ne  mairvel,  if  the  report  of  so  miraculous  and  universal  sana- 
iions  drew  customet^.  Tliey  found  three  advantages  of  cure,  above 
the  poweir  and  performance  of  any  earthly  physician ;  certainty, 
bounty,  ease:  certainty,  in  tiiat  al!  comers  were  cured  without  fail ; 
bounty,  in  that  they  were  cured  without  charge ;  ease,  in  that  they 
-ware  cured  without  pain.  Far  be  it  from  us,  (3  Saviour,  to  think 
that  thy  gtory  bsith  abated  of  thy  mercy :  still  and  ever  thou  art  our 
assured,  bountifali  and  perfect  Physician,  who  bealest  all  our  dis- 
aue«,  and  takesit  away  alt  our  infirmities.  Oh  that  we  could  have 
our  faithful  lecourse  t^  thee  in  all  our  spiritual  maladies :  it  were 
AS  impossible  we  should  want  help,  as  that  thou  shouldest  want 
jM>werand  mercy. 

That  our  Saviour  might  approve  himself  every  way  beneficent, 
^f  that  hiMl  filled  the  soms  of  bis  auditors  with  spiritual  repast,  will 
i^w  fill  tfa^  bodies  with  temporal ;  ajid  he,  that  had  approved 
Wmself  the  universal  Physician  of  his  Church,  will  now  be  known 
to  be  the  great  Householder  of  the  World,  by  whose  liberal  provision 
mankind  is  maintained.  He  did  not  more  miraculously  heal,  than 
^  feeds  miraculously. 

The  distciples,  having  well  noted  the  diligent  and  importune  at- 
tendance of  the  multitude,  now,  towards  evening,  come  to  their 
Master,  in  a  care  of  their  repast  and  discharge :  This  is  a  desert 
f^ey  and  the  time  is  now  past :  send  the  multitude  away^  that 
theyniay  go  ihto  thevUtdges^  and  buy  themselves  victuals.  How 
wl  it  becomes  even  spiritual  guides,  to  regard  the  bodily  neces^ 
8ities  of  God's  people !  This  is  not  directly  in  our  charec ;  neither 
■iay  we  leave  our  sacred  ministration,  to  serve  tables :  but  yet,  as  ' 
the  bodily  fatlier  must  take  care  for  the  soul  of  his  child,  so  must 
the  spiritual  have  respect  to  tlie  body.  This  is  all,  that  the  world 
^mmonly  looks  after ;  measuring  their  pastors  more  by  their 
dishes,  than  by  their  doctrine  or  conversation  :  as  if  they  had  the 
charge  of  their  bellies,  not  of  their  souls.  If  they  have  open  cel- 
**^>  it  matters  not  whether  tlieiv  mouths  be  open.  If  they  be 
sociable  in  their  carriage,  favourable  and  indulgent  to  their  recrea- 
tions, full  iti  their  cheer,  how  easily  doth  the  world  dispense  with 
^ther  their  negligence  or  enormities !  as  if  the  souls  of  these  men 
*y  ifl  their  weasand,  in  dicir  gut.  But  surely  they  have  reason  ta 
^^pect  from  ihexx  teachers  a  due  proportion  of  hospitality.    An 
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unmeet  |>arsiinony  is  here  not  more  odious  th^n  sinful :  and  wtaere 
ability  wants,  yet  care  may  not  be  wantin^^*.  T^^ose  preachers, 
which  are  so  intent  upon  their  spiritual  work,-  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  overstrain  the  weaknesses  of  their  people,  holding  them 
in  their  devotions  longer  than  human  frailty  will  permit,  forget  not 
themselves  more  than  their  pattern  ;  and  must  be  sent  to  school  to 
these  compassionate  disciples,  who,  when  evening  was  come,  sue 
to  Christ  for  the  peopWs  dismission. 

The  place  was  desert ;  the  time,  evening.  Doubtless,  our  Sa- 
viour made  choice  of  both  these,  that  there  might  be  both  more 
use  arid  more  note  of  his  miracle.  Had  it  been  in  the  morning, 
their  stomach  had  not  been  up ;  their  feeding  bad  been  unnecessary. 
Had  it  been  in  the  village,  provision  either  might  have  been  made, 
or  at  least  would  have  seemed  made  by  themselves.  But  now  that 
it  was  both  desert  and  evening,  there  was  good  ground  for  the 
disciples  to  move,  and  for  Christ  to  work,  their  sustentation.  Then 
only  may  we  expect  and  crave  help  from  God,  %vhen  we  find  our 
need.  Superfluous  aid  can  neither  be  heartily  desired,  nor  ear*- 
nestly  looked  for,  nor  thankfully  received  from  the  hands  of  mercy. 
Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lordj  and  he  shall  sustain  thee.  If  it  be 
not  a  burden,  it  is  no  casting  it  upon  God.  Hence  it  is,  that  Di* 
vine  aid  comes  ever  in  the  very  upshot  and  exigence  of  our  trials; 
when  we  have  been  exercised,  and  almost  tired  with  long  hopes, 
yea  with  despairs  of  success :  that  it  may  be  both  more  longed  for, 
ere  it  come ;  and,  when  it  comes,  more  welcome. 

Oh  the  faith  and  zeal  of  these  clients  of  Christ !  They  not  only 
follow  him  from  the  city  into  the  desert,  from  delicacy  to  want, 
from  frequence  to  soUtuoe ;  but  forget  their  bodies,  in  pursuit  of 
the  food  of  their  souls. 

Nothing  is  more  hard  for  a  healthful  man  to  forget,  than  his  bdly : 
within  few  hours,  this  will  be  sure  to  solicit  him,  and  will  take  no 
deniab.  Yet,  such  sweetness  did  these  hearers  find  in  the  spiritual 
repast,  that  they  thought  not  on  the  bodily.  The  disciples  pitied 
them ;  they  had  no  mercy  on  themselves.  By  how  nwich  more  a 
man's  mind  is  taken  up  with  heavenly  things,  so  much  less  shall  he 
care  for  earthly.  What  shall  earth  be  to  us,  when  we  are  all  spirit? 
And,  in  the  mean  time,'  according  to  the  degrees  of  our  intellectual 
elevations,  shall  be  our  neglect  of  bodily  contentments. 

The  disciples  think  they  move  well :  Send  them  auayy  that  the^ 
maif  buy  victuals.  Here  was  a  stronjj  charity,  but  a  weak  feith : 
a  strong  charity,  in  that  they  would  liave  the  people  relieved  j  a 
weak  faith,  in  that  they  supposed  they  could  not  otherwise  be  so 
well  relieved.  As  a  man,  when  he  sees  many  ways  he  before  hiin, 
takes  that,  which  he  thinks  both  fairest  and  nearest ;  so  do  they : 
this  way  of  relief  lay  openest  to  their  view,  and  promi^  roost. 
Well  might  they  have  thought,  *'  It  is  as  easy  for  our  Master  to 
feed  them,  as  to  h.eal  them ;  there  is  ap  equal  facility  in  all  thingSf 
to  a  supernatural  power ;"  yet  tliey  say,  Send  theni  away,  fo  *f* 
our  projects  and  suits,  we  are  still  ready  to  move  for  t^at,  which  is 
most  obvious,  most  likely ;  when,  sometimes^  that  is  less  agreeable 
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to  the  will  of  God.  The  alWise  and  almighty  Arbiter  of  All  Things 
bath  a  thousand  secret  means  to  honour  himself  in  bis  proceedings 
with  us*  It  is  not  for  us  to  carve  boldly  for  ourselves ;  but  we 
must  humbly. depend  on  the  disposal  of  his  wisdom  and  mercy. 

Our  Saviour^s  answer  gives  a  strange  check  to  their  moti6Ti«; 
They  need  not  depart.  Not  need  ?  1  Jiey  liad  no  victuals ;  tbev 
must  have  ;  there  was  none  to  be  had.  What  more  need  could  bet 
He  knew  the  supply  which  he  intended,  though  they  knew  it  not. 
His  command  was  therefore  more  strange,  than  his  assertion,  Give 
ye  them  to  eat.  Nothing  gives  what  it  hath  not.  Had  they  had 
victuals,  they  had  not  called  for  a  dismission ;  and,  not  havings 
how  should  tney  give  ?  It  was  thy  wisdom,  O  Saviour,  thus  to' pre* 
pare  thy  disciples  for  the  intended  miracle.  Thou  woiildst  not  do 
It  abruptly,  without  an  intimation,  both  of  the  purpose  of  it  and 
the  neoessity..  And  how  modestly  dost  thou  undertake  it,  without 
noise,  without  ostentation  !  I  hear  thee  not  sa^,  "  I  will  give  them 
to  eat  ;*'  but.  Give  ye :  as  if  it  should  be  their  act,  not  thine. 

Thus  sometimes  it  pleaseth  thee,  to  require  of  us  what  we  are 
not  able  to  perform ;  either  that  thou  mayest  shew  us  what  we  can* 
not  do,  ana  so  humble  us ;  or  that  thou  mayest  erect  us  to  a  de- 
pendence upon  thee,  which  canst  do  it  for  us :  as,  when  the  mother 
Dids  tiie  inrant  come  to  her,  which  hath  not  yet  the  steady  use  of 
his  legs,  it  is,  that  he  may  cling  the  faster  to  her  hand  or  coat  for 
supportation.  Thou  bidst  us,  impotent  wretches,  to  keep  thy 
royal  law.  Alas !  what  can  we  sinners  do  ?  There  is  not  one  letter 
of  those  thy  Ten  Words,  tliat  we  are  able  to  keep.  This  charge 
of  thine  intends  to  shew  us,  not  our  strength,  but  our  weakness. 
Thus  thou  wouldest  turn  our  eyes  both  back,  to  what  we  might 
have  done,  to  what  we  could  have  done ;  and  upwards  to  thee,  in 
whom  we  have  done  it,  in  whom  we  can  do  it.  He  wrongs  thy 
goodness  and  justice,  that  misconstrues  these  thy  commands ;  as  if 
they,  were  of  the  same  nature  witji  those  of  the  Egyptian  task- 
masters, requiring  the  brick,  and  not  giving  the  straw :  but  in  bid- 
ding us  do  what  we  cannot,  thou  enablest  us  to  do  what  thou  biddest. 
Thy  precepts  under  the  Gospel  have  not  only  an  intimation  of  our 
duty,  but  an  habilitation  of  thy  power :  as  here,  when  thou  badest 
the  disciples  to  give  to  the  multitude,  thou  meantest  to  supply  un- 
to them,  what  thou  commandedst  to  give. 

Our  Saviour  hath  what  he  would,  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
insufficiency;  J  f^e  have  here  but  Jive  loaves  and  two  fishes:  a  poor 
provision  ior  the  family  of  the  Ldrd  of  the  Whole  Earth !  five 
loaves,  and  those  barley  ;  two  hghes,  and  those  little  ones. 

We  well  know,  O  Saviour,  that  the  beasts  were  thine,  on  a  thou- 
sand mountains ;  all  the  corn  thine,  that  covered  the  whole  surface 
of  the  earth ;  all  the  fowls  of  the  air  thine :  it  was  thou,  that  pro- 
videdst  those  drifts  of  qoails;  that  fell -among  the  tents  of  thy  re- 
bellious Israelites;  that  miiedst  down  those  siiowers  of  m&nna 
round  about  their  camp  ;  apd  dotil  thou  take  up,  for  thyself  and 
thy  meiny,  with  ^five  barley  Uaves  and  two  little  fishes  f  (;ertainly, 
TO8  was  thy  will,*^  not  thy  need ;  to  teach  us,  that  this  body  must 


be  fed,  BOt  pwipered.  Our  6r%  may  not  be  our  master,  mudi 
l^s  pur  God;  or,  if  it  be,  the  next  word  is,  v>k0Sfi  glory  u  thdr 
shames  whose  end  damnation.  .         ^  , 

It  is  noted  ^s  the  crime  of  the  rich  glutton,  that  ke  fared  ddy 
jcwiish/  every  day.  I  never  find,  that  Cori^t  entertauMd  any  gue^,' 
]>ut  twice ;  and  that  was  only  with  loaves,  aud  fishea.  I  find  him 
sometime  feasted  by  <^tbxsr»  more  liberally.  But  his  domestical 
faze,  how  sjmple,  how  boipelv  it  is !  The  end  of  food  ia,  to  sustain 
nature.  Meat  was  ordai;)ed  for  th^  belly ;  the  belly,  for  the  body ; 
tb^  body,  for  the  soul ;  the  soul,  for  God :  we  must  still  look  through 
the  su)>ordinate  ends  to  the  highest.  To  r^  in  tbe  pleasure  ol 
the  meat,  is  for'tboFe  erieatqres,  which  have  no  souls. 

pb  the  extreme  delicacy  of  these  times!  What  cooquiaitiou  is 
here  pf  all  sorts  of  curious  dishes  from  tbe  furthest  ses^  and  iaods, 
to  fnake  up  one  hour's  meal !  what  broken  cookery !.  what  dei^ised 
mis^turiss !  what  nice  sauces !  what  feasting,  not  of  the  taa^  only, 
but  of  the  scent !  Are  we  the  disciples  ot  him,  that  took  up  with 
the  loayes  and  fishes ;  or  the  scholars  of  a  Philox^ma,  or  an  Api- 
cius,  or  Viteiiiu^,  or  those  other  monsters  of  tbe  palate  i  tbe  true 
sons  of  those  first  parents,  that  killed  themselves  with  tbeir  teeth  i 

Neither  was  (he  quality  of  these  victuals  more  coarse,  than  the 
quantity  small.  They  make  a  but  of  five  loaves  and  two  fishes; 
and  well  might,  ii^  respect  of  so  many  thousand  mquths.  A  little 
fop4  .to  a  hungry  stomach,  doth  rather  stir  up  appetite,  than  satisfy 
it :  as' a  little  rain  upon  a  droughty  soil,  doth  ratner  help  to  scorch, 
than  refresh  it.  When  we  lodk  with  the  eye  of  sense  or  reason 
upon  any  object,  we  shall  see  an  impossibility  of  those  efiei^ 
wnich  f^ith  can  easily  apprehend,  and  Divine  power  mcfte  easily 

froduce.  Carnal  minds  are  ready  to  measure  all  our  hopes,  by 
uman  possibilities;  and,  when  they  fail,  to  despair  of  success: 
where  true  faith  measures  them  by  Divine  power,  and  thecefoi^ 
can  never  be  disheartened.  This  grace  is  for  things  not  seen ;  and 
whether  beyond  hope,  or  against  it. 

The  virtue  is  not  in  the  means,  but  in  the  agent :  Bring  fAem 
hither  to  me.  How  much  mpre  easy  liad  it  be^  for  our  Saviour, 
to  fetch  the  loaves  to  him,  than  to  multiply  them !  The  bands  fif 
the  disciples  shall  bring  then),  that  they  might  more  fully  witness, 
both  the  Author  and  manner  of  the  instant  miracle.  Had  the  loaves 
and  fishes  been  multiplied  without  this  bringing,  perhaps  they 
might  bave  seemed  to  have  come  by  tbe  secret  provision  of  the 
jguests ;  now  there  can  be  no  question,  either  of  the  act  or  of  the 
agent.  As  God  takes  pleasure  in  doing  wonders  for  men,  so  be 
loves  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  great  works  that  be  doth*  He 
hath  no  reason  to  part  with  bis  own  glory :  that  is  too  precious  for 
him  to  lose,  or  for  bis  creature  to  embezzle.  And  bow  justly  didst 
thou,  O  Saviour,  in  this,  mean  to  t^ach  tby  disciples,  that  it  was 
thou  only  who  feedest  the  world ;  and  upon  whom  bodi  themaelves 
and  all  tbeir  fellow-creatures  must  depend,  for  their  nourisbmeot 
and  provision ;  and  that,  if  it  came  not  tlirou^  thy  hands,  it  coulfl 
not  come  to  theirs. 
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need  no  nare  >pords.  I  do  not  tatr  the'  diseiiiles  sUnd 
«p<m  cbe  tenm  of  their  own  necessity  ;  **  Alas !  Sir,  it  is  too  littfe 
for  ouvselveB :  whence  shall  we  then  relieve  our  own  hunger^  give 
leave  to  our  diarity,  to  begin  at  home  :'*  but  thej'  willingly  yiotd 
jbo  the  eomoiand  of  tlieir  Maater ;  and  put  themselves  upon  lib 
Pimrideoce  for  the  sequel.  When  we  hav«  a  charge  from  God,  it 
is  not  for  us  to  stand  upon  self-respects.  In  this  case,  there  is  no 
such  sure  lit>ertf ,  as  in  a  self*contempt.  O  God,  when  thou  oallost 
to  us  for  oiMT  iive  loaves,  we  must  forget  our  own  interest :  other^ 
wise,  if  wa  be  more  thrifty  than  obeaient,  our  good  turns  evil ; 
and  much  better  had  it  ticen  for  us,  to  have  wanted  diat,  which 
sne  withhold  irom  the  owner. 

'  He,  that  is  the  Master  of  the  Feast,  marshals  the  guests ;  ITe 
mmmanded  the  muiiiiude  to  sit  down  on  the  grass,  l^y  obey, 
and  expect.  O  marvellous  faith!  So  tpany  thousands  sit  down, 
aad  addresa  tfaemselvea  to  a  meal,  when  they  saw  nothing  but  five 
poor  barley  loaves  and  two  small  fishes.  None  of  them  say,  '^  Sit 
down  i  to  what  i  Here  are  the  mouths,  but  where  is  the  meat  t 
We  can  soon  be  set,  but  whence  shall  we  be  served  ?  Ere  we  draw 
oar  knives,  let  us  see  our  cheer  :**  but  they  meekly  and  obediently 
dispose  themselves  to  their  places,  and  look  up  to*^  Christ  for  a  mi-r^ 
numfeoa  purveyance.  It  is  for  all,  that  would  be  Ctirist's  follow-' 
era,  to  load  tihe  life  of  faith ;  and,  even  wh^re  means  appear  not, 
to  wait  upon  that  merciful  hand.  Nothine  is  more  easy,  than  to 
trust  God  when  our  bams  and  cofifers  are  full ;  and  to  say,  Give  tis 
tfikr  daify  bread,  when  we  have  it  in  our  cupboard :  but  when  we 
have  nothing,  when  we  knowtiot  how  or  whence  to  get  any  things, 
then  to  depend  upon  an  invisible  bounty,  this  is  a  true  and  noble 
set  of  fiiitn.  To  cast  away  our  own,  that  we  may  immediately 
live  upon  Divine  Providence^  I  know  no  warrant :  but  when  the 
necessity  is  of  God^s  noaking,  we  se^  our  refu^ ;  and  happy  are 
«e,  if  our  confidence  can  fly  to  it,  and  rest  in  it.  Yea  fulness 
should  be  a  curse,  if  it  should  debar  us  from  this  dependence. 
At  our  beet,  we  must  look  up  to  this  great  Householcier  of  the 
World,  and  cannot  but  need  his  provision.  If  we  have  meat,  pe^. 
haps  not  appetite ;  if  appetite,  it  may  be  not  digestion ;  or  if  that, 
iiot  h^tb)  and  freedom  from  pain ;  or  if  that,  (perhaps  from  other 
occanents)  not  life. 

The  guests  are  set,  full  of  expectation.  He,  that  could  have 
multiplied  the  bread  in  absence,  in  silence  takes  it  and  blesses  it ; 
fbst  he  might  at  once  shew  them  the  Author  and  the  means  of  this 
increase.  It  is  thy  blessing,  O  God,  that  maketh  rich.  What  a 
dtfierenoe  do  we  see  in  men*s  estates !  Some  languish  under  great 
means,  and  enjoy  not  either  their  substance  or  themselves ;  others 
ve  cheerful  and  happy  in  a  Kttle.  Second  causes  may  not  be  do- 
^M  dieif  work ;  but  the  overruling  power  is  above.  The  subor- 
dhiateneas  of  die  creature  doth  not  take  away  flrom  the  right,  from 
«e  thank,  of  the  Fhwt  Mover. 

He  could  as  well  hav«  muhiplied  the  loaves  whole ;  why  would 
^  nilhep  do  it  in  the  bieatda^  i   Was  it  to  teach  us,  that  in  the 
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distribulibn  of  6tir  goods  we  should  expect  his  blessing,  tioi  in 
their  entireness  and  reservation  ?  There  ts,  that  scatterethy  and  yet 
increasethy  saith  Solomon  :  yea,  there  is  no  man  but  increaseth  by 
scattering.  It  is  the  grain  throvvn  into  the  several  furrows  of  thie 
earth)  which  yields  the  rich  interest  unto  the  husbandman:  that, 
which  is  tied  up  in  his  sack,  or  heaped  in  his  granary,  decreaseth 
by  keeping.    He^  that  sowetk  liberallj/y  shall  reap  liberally.     . 

Away  with  our  weak  distrust.  If  wealth  came  by  us,  giving 
were  the  way  to  want :  now  that  God  gives  .to  the  giver,  nothing 
can  so  sure  enrich  us,  as  our  beneficence.  He  muhiplied  the  bread, 
not  to  keep,  but  to  give ;  He  gave  it  to  the  disciples. 

And  why  not  rather  by  his  own  hand  to  the  multitude,  that  so 
the  miracle  and  thank  might  have  been  more  immediate  ?  .  Where- 
fore  was  this,  O  Saviour,  but  that  thou  mightest  win  respect  to 
thy  disciples  from  the  people  ?  as  great  princes,  whea  they^  would 
ingratiate  a  favourite,  pass  no  suits  but  through  his  hands.  What 
an  honour  was  tliis  to  thy  servants,  that,  as  thoii  wert  Mediator 
betwixt  thy  Father  and  nian,  so  thou  wouldest  have  them,  in  some 
beneficial  occasion,  mediate  betwixt  men  and  thee !  How  fit  a  type 
is  this  of  thy  spiritual  provision ;  tliat  thou,  who  couldst  have  fed 
the  world  by  thine  immediate  word,  wouldst  by  the  hands  of  thy 
ministers  divide  the  bread  of.  life  to  all  hearers  I  like  as  it  was  with 
the  Law  -.well  did  the  Israelites  see  and  hear,  that  thou  couldst  de- 
liver that  dreadful  message  >vith  thine  own  mouth ;  yet,  in  favour 
of  their  weakness,  thou  wouldst  treat  with  them,  by  a  Moseis. 

Use  of  means  derogates  nothing  from  the  efficacy  of  the  principal 
agent  \  yea,  add^  to  it.  It  is  a  strange  weakness  of  our  &piritual  eyes, 
it  we  can  look  but  to  the  next  hand.  How  absurd  had  these  guests 
been,  if  they  had  termined  the  thanks  in  the  servitors ;  and  bad 
said,  "  We  have  it  fropi  you ;  whence  ye  had  it,  is  no  part  of  our 
care  :  we  owe  this  favour  to  you ;  if  you  owe  it  to  your  Master, 
acknowledge  your  obligations  to  him,  as  we  do  unto  you  !"  Bat, 
since  tliey  well  knew,  tnat  the  disciples  might  have  handled  this 
bread  long  enough,  ere  any  such  effect  could  have  followed,  tfaey 
easily  find  to  whom  they  are  beholden^  Our  Christian  wisdom 
must  teach  us,  whosoever  be  the  means,  to  reserve  our  main  thanks 
for  the  Author  of  our  Good. 

He  gave  the  bread  then  to  his  disciples ;  not  to  eat,  not  to  keepi 
but  to  distribute.  It  was  not  their  particular  benefit  he  regarded 
in  this  gift,  but  the  good  of  many.  In  every  feast,  each  servitor 
takes  up  his  dish ;  not  to  carry  it  aside  into  a  corner  for  his  own 
Drivate  repast,  but  to  set  it  berore  the  guests  for  the  honour  of  his 
Ma^er :  when  they  have  done,  his  cheer  b^ins.  What  shall  we 
say  to  those  injurious  waiters,  who  fatten  themselves  with  those 
concealed  messes,  which  are  meant  to  others  ?  Their  table  iamidc 
their  snare ;  and  these  stolen  morsels  cannot  but  end  in  bitterpofii* 

Accordingly,  the  disciples  set  this  fare  before  .the  guests.  I  o^ 
not  see  so  much  as  Judas  reserve  a  share  to  himaelf,  whether  out  oi 
hunj^er  or  distrust.  Had  not  oar  Saviour  commanded'  so  freeft 
distribution,  their  self-love  would  easily  have  taught  them  whece  to 
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.begin.  Nature  sijrs,  "  First  thyself;  then*  thy  friends :'V  either 
extremity,  or  particular  charge,  gives  grace  occasion  to  alter  the 
case.  Far  be  it  from  us,  to  think  we  have  any  claiin  in  that,  wiiich 
the- owner  gives  us  merely  to  besto^v. 

I  know  not  now;  whether  mote  to  wonder  at  the  miraculous 
eating,  or  the  miraculous  leaving.  Here  were  a  whole  host  of 
guests,  five  thousand  men ;  and,  in  all  likelihood,  no  fewer  women 
and  children.  Perhaps,  some  of  these  only  looked  on :  nay,  they 
did  all  eat  Perhaps,  every  man  a  crumb,  or  a  bit :  nay,  they  did 
eat  to  satiety ;  all  were  satisfied.  So  many  must  needs  make  clean 
work;  of  so  little  there  could  be  left  nothing:  yea,  there  were 
fpogments  remaining.  Perhaps  some  crumbs  or  crusts,  hardly  to 
be  discerned,  much  less  gathered :  nay,  tmlve  baskets  fidl :  moxe 
lemained  than  was  first  set  down.  Had  they  eaten  nothing,  it 
was  a  just  miracle,  trhat  so  much  should  be  \^\  had  nothing  re- 
mained, it  was  no  less  miracle,  that  so  many  had  eaten,  and  so 
many  satisfied :  but  now,  that  so  matiy  bellies  and -so*  many  baskets 
were  filled,  the  miracle  was  doubled. 

O  work  of  a  boundless  omnipotency !  Whether  this  were  done 
by  creation  or  by  conversion,  uses  to  be  questioned;  but  needs 
not.  While  Christ  multiplies  the  bread,  it  is  not  for  us  to  multiply 
his  miracles.  To  make  ought  of  nothing,  is  more  than  to  add 
much  untosoiAething.  It  was  therefore,  rather  b^  turning  of  a 
former  matter  into  mese  substances,  than  by  making  these  aubi. 
stances  of  nothing. 

Howsoever,  here  is  a  marvellous  provision  made;  a  marvellous 
bounty  of  that  provision;  a  no  less  marvellQus  extent  of  that 
bounty. 

Those,  that  depend  upon  God  and  busy  themselves  in  his  work; 
shrill  not  want  a  due-  purveyance  in -the- very  desert.  Our  strait 
and  confined  beneficence  reaches  so  far,  as  to  provide  for  our  own. 
Those  of  our  domestics,  which  labour  in  our  service,  do  but  justly 
expect  and  challenge  their  diet ;  whereas,  day-labourers  are  oft* 
times  at  their  own  finding.  How  much  more  will  that  God,  who 
is  infinite  in  mercy  and  power,  take  order  for  the  livelihood  of 
those  that  attend  him !  We  see  the  birds  of  the  air  provided  for 
by  him ;  how  rarely  have  we  found  any  of  them  dead  of  hunger ! 
yet  what  do  they,  but  what  they  are  carried  unto  by  natural  in^ 
stinct  ?  how  ihuch  more,  where,  besides  propriety,  there  is  a  ra« 
tional  and  willing  service !  Shall  the  Israelites  be  fed  with  manna, 
Elijah  by  the  ravens,  the  widow  by  her  multiplied. meal  and  oil, 
CJirist's  clients  in  the  wilderness  with  loaves  and  fishes  ?  .  O  God^ 
while  thou  dost  thus  promerit  us  by  thy  P^vidence,  let  not  us 
wrong  thee  by  distrust.  ^ 

Goa's  undertakings  cannot  but  be  exquisite.  Those,  wbem  he 
professes  to  feed,  nlust  Heeds  have  enough.  The  meaaurc  of  his 
bounty  cannot  but  run  over.  Ddth  he  tsike  upon  him,  to  prepare 
a  table  for  his  Israel  in  the  desert  ? .  the  bread  shall  ^e  the  food  bf 
angels;  the  flesh  shall  be;  the  delicates  of  princes  $  nutfma  and 
quails.    Doth  he  take  upon  him  to  make  wine  for  the- marriage- 
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feast  of  Ouia  ?  there  shall  be  both  store  and  choice ;  ifie  vintage 
yieids  poor  stuff  to  this.  Will  he  feast  his  auditors  in  the  wilder- 
ness? if  they  hav^  not  dainties,  they  shall  h^ve  plenty ;  They  were 
all  satisfied.  Neitbef  yet,  O  Saviour,  is  diy  hand  dosed.  What: 
abundance  of  heavenly  doctrine  dost  thou  aet  before  us ! .  how  aare 
we  feasted,  yea  pampered  with  thy  celestiid  delicacies !  Not  ac- 
cording to  our  meanness,  but  according  to  thy  state,  are  we  fod» 
Thrifty  and  niggardly  orilaAions  are  not  for  princes*  We  aie  foil 
^f  thy  goodness ;  oh,  let  our  hearts  run  over  with  thanks. 

I  do  gladly  wonder  at  this  nirade  of  ^ine,  O  Saviour ;  yet  ao» 
as  that  i  forget  not  mine  own  oondition.  Whence  is  it,  that  we  have 
dur  cootinwl  provision  i  One  and  the  same  munificent  hand  dotk 
alL  If  the  Isradites  were  fed  with  manna  in  the  desert,  and  wnli 
corn  in  Canaan,  both  were  done  by  the  aaaoe  power  and  boQB^« 
If  the  disciples  wece  fed  by  the  loaves  multipUed,  and  we  bv  iAt 

Sin  mnltiplied,  both  are  the  act  of  one  Omnipotence,  What  m 
,  but  a  perpetud  miracle,  O  God,  which  tfaon  workest  for  our 
preservation  ?  Without  thee,  there  is  no  more  power  in  the  giain 
to  multiply,  dian  in  the  leaf:  it  is  thou,  that  gwest  it  u  heS^  at 
thy  pkamrey  even  to  eoery  seed  his  own  tody ;  it  is  thou,  that 
gsoest  fulness  ^  bread  ana  cleanness  of  teeth.  It  is  no  reason  thy 
goodness  should  be  less  magnified,  because  it  is  universd. 

One  or  two  baskets  could  have  held  the  five  loaves  and  two 
fishes ;  not  less  than  twdve  can  hold  the  remainders.  The  Divine 
munificence  provides,  not  for  our  necessity  only,  but  for  our  abmi* 
dance,  yea  superfluity.  £nvy  and  ignorance,  wMe  they  make  God  ^ 
tfaeau^or  of  enough,  are  ready  to  impure  the  surplusage  to  ano« 
ther  cause ;  as  we  commonly  say  of  wine,  that  the  liquor  is  God^s, 
the  exeess,  Satan's. 

Thy  table,  O  Saviour,  convinees  them,  which  bad  more  taken 
away,  than  set  on.  Tl^  blessing  makes  an  estate,  not  competent 
only,  but  rich.  I  hear  of  bams  full  of  plenty,  and  presses  ount- 
i^g  ont  with  new  wine,  as  the  rewards  of  those,  that  hcmour  thee 
with  their  substance.  I  hear  of  lieads  anointed  with  oil,  and  cups 
miming  over.  O  God,  as  thou  hast  a  firee  liand  to  give,  so  let  m 
have  a  free  heart  to  return  thee  the  prdse  of  thy  bounty. 

Those  fragments  were  kft  behind.  I  do  not  see  the  people, 
when  th^  had  filled  their  bellies,  cramming  Uidr  pockets,  or  stuff* 
ing  their  wallets;  yet  the  place  was  desert,  and  some  of  them 
doubtless  had  fiir  home.  It  becomes  true  dimples,  to  be  content 
with  the  prsaent ;  not  too  solicitous  for  the  future.  O  Saviour, 
thou  didst  not  bid  us  beg  bread  for  to-morrow,  but  for  fo^y ; 
not  diat  we  should  refuse  thy  bounty  when  fhou  pleasest  to  give, 
but  that  we  should  not  distrust  thy  Providence  for  the  need  we 
may  have. 

Etp«n  these  fragments,  though  but  of  barley  loaves  and  fish* 
bones,  may  not  be  left  in  the  desert,  for  the  <:omp05t  of  that  earth, 
whereon  tney  were  increased ;  but,  by  our  Saviour's  holy  and  just 
command,  are  gathered  up.  The  hberd  Honseke^rof  the  World 
will  not  dlow  the  lues  of  his  orts.    The  childrm's  bread  may  n^ 


V 


THE  WAiK  TTPON  TKB  WATERS.  S33. 

Ve  gmii  10  dogs ;  and  if  the  cnimfas  fell  to  dieir  share^  k  la  be*^ 
cauae  their  amaUness  admits  not  of  a  coUectiob. 

If  tkoaa,  who^  out  of  obedience  or  due  thrifty  hare  diougfat  to 
gaAier  up  crumbs,  have  found  them  pearis,  I  wonder  not :  surely 
bodi  ^ure  alibe  the  good  creatures  of  the  same  Maker ;  and  both  of 
ikmn  may  prore  emially  cosdy  to  us  in  their  wilful  mis-apending. 

Bttt  oh|  what  shall  we  say,  that  not  cruste  and  erumbs,  not  loaves 
smd  dishes  and  caps,  but  vniole  patrimonies,  are  idly  larrished  away ; 
not  meretky  lost,  (this  were  more  easy,)  but  ill  spent^  in  a  wicked 
not  ojsoa  dice,  dmlMs  drunkards  ?  Oh  the  fearful  account  of  these 
unthrifty  bailifis^  which. shatt  once  be  given  in  to  our  great  Ijovd 
and  Master,  when  he  shall  call  us  to  a  strict  reckoning  of  all  our 
taknts !  He  was  condemned,  that  iRcceased  not  tiiB  sum  conere* 
<Kted  tofaimr.  what  diall  become  of  bini,  that  lawlessly  inqmrs  it? 

Who  gathered  op  these  fragments,  but  the  twelve  apostles, 
ewtj  one  hia  basket  full  ?  They  were  ^  servitors,  tliat  set  on  this 
banquet,  at  the  command  of  Christ ;  they  waited  on  the  tables ;-' 
ihw  tocdc  aamty^ 

It  waa  our  Saviour's  jtist  care,  that  those  olials  sfaeuVl  not  perish  r 
but  he  well  knew,  that  a  greater  loss  depend^  upon  those  scrapa; 
a  loss  of  glory  to  the  Omnipotent  Worker  of  that,  miraele.  The 
ftddms  of  the  multitude  was  but  the  one  half  of  tiie  work ;  tiia> 
other  haif  was  in.  the  remnant.  Of  aU  other,  it  most  coocems  tlMM 
snccessora  of  the  apostles^  to  take  caie,  ^t  the  marvdlous  works 
of  their  God  and  Saviour  may  be  impnuved  to  the  best.  Th^y  may 
not  aufiei  a  crust  or  crumb  to  be  lost,  ttet  may  yield  any  gtory  to> 
that  Ahmghiry  Agent. 

Here  was  net  any  morsel  or  bone,  ibat  was  not  worthy  to  be  a' 
rdiqae  ;  every  the  least  parcel  whoceof  was  no  other  than  mira* 
cttlous. 

AU  the  ancient  manumems  of  God*s  supernatural  power  and 
meocy  were  in  the  keejping  of  Aaron  and  nis  sons.  There  is  no 
servant  in  the  faouly ,  but  should  be  thriftily  careiiil  for  his  mas- 
ter^s  profits  but  most  of  all  the  steward,  who  is  particularly^' 
charged  with  this  oversight.  Woe  be  to  us^  if  we  care  only,  to 
gather  up  our  own  scraps,  with  neglect  of  the  psecioua  morsels  of 
oiic  Maker  and  Redeemen  Jdattkew  siv. 
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hhu  dem^its  are  alike  to  their  IMbker.  He,  that  had  well  imirov. 
ed  his^  power  on  the  land,  will  now  shew  it  in  die  air  ana  the 
waters.  He,  that  had  preserved  the  multitude  from  the  peril  of 
hiinger  in  the  desert,  will  now  preserve  bis  disciples  mm  the 
peruof  the  tempest  in  the  sea. 

Where  do  we  ever  else  find  any  compulsion  ofiered  by  Christ 
to.  his  diaciples  i  He  was  like  the  good  Centurion ;  he  iaid  to  ene, 
Cra,  tmd  he  goeA.  When  he  did  but  call  them  from  their  nets, 
they  came ;.  and  when  he  sent,  them  by  pairs  into  tfa»  cities  and 
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country  of  Judea  to  preach  the  Go'^l^they  went.  There  ^-a* 
never  errand,  whereon  they  went  unwillingly  :  only  now,  he  con* 
strained  them  to  depart.  We  may  easily  conceive,  how. loth  they 
were  to  leave  him  ;  whether  out  of  love,  or  of ,  common  civility. 
Peter's  tongue  did  but  (when  it  was)  speak  the  heart.of  the  rest; 
Master^  thou  knowest^  that  I  love  thee.  Who  could  cfause,  but  be" 
in  love  with  such  a  Master  ?  and  who  can  willingly  part  from  what 
he  loves  ?  But  had  the  respects  been  only  common  and  ordinary, 
how  unfit  might  it  seem,  to  leave  a  Master  now  towards  night,  in 
a  wild  place,  amongst  strangers,  unprovided  of  tlie  means  of  his 
passage!  Where  otherwise  therefore  he  needed  but  to  bid,  now  he 
constrains. 

.  O  Saviour,  it  was  ever  thy  manner,  to  call  all  men  unto  thee ; 
Come  to  me  J  all  thai  labour  avd  are  heavy  laden.  When  didst 
tjiou  ever  drive  any  one  from  thee  ?  Neither  had  it  been  so  now, 
but  to  draw  them  closer  unto  thee,  whom  thou  seemest  for  the  time 
to  abdicate. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  know  not,  whether  more  to  excuse  their 
unwillingness^  or  to  applaud  their  obedience.  As  it  shall  be  fully 
above,  so  it  wa?^r<^ortionally  here  below ;  In  thy  presence^  O 
Saviour,  is  the  fulness  of  joy.  Once,  when  thou  askedst  these  thy 
domestics,  whether  they  also  would  depart,  it  was  answered  thee 
by  one  tongue  for  all.  Master  j  whither  should  we  go  from  theef 
tii0u  hast  the  words  if  eternal  life.  What  a  death  was  it  then  to 
them,  to  be  .compelled  to  leave  thee !  Sometimes  it  plcaseth  the 
Oivine  goodness,  to  lay  upon  his  servants  such  commands,  as  stu 
vour  of  liarshness  and  discomjfort ;  which  yet,  both  in  bis  inteiK* 
tion  and  in  the  event,  are  no  other  than  gracious  and  sovereign. 
The  more  difficulty  was  in  tlie  charse,  tbe.more  praise  was  in  the 
obedience.  I  do  not  hear  them  stand  upon  the  terms  of  capitula* 
tion  with  their  Master,  nor  pleading  importwiately  for  their  stay ; 
but  instantly  upon  the  conunand  they  yield  and  go.  We  are  ne- 
ver perfect  disciples,  till  we  can  depart  from  our  reason,  iromjoar 
will ;  yea,  O  Saviour,  ,when  thou  biddest  us,  frpm  thyself. 

Neither  will  the  miikitude  be  gone,  without  a  dismission.  They 
hftd  followed  him,  while  they  were  hungry  ;  they  vrill  not  leave 
hiu),  now  they  are  fed.  Fain  would  they  put  that  honour  upon 
him,  which  to  avoid  he  is  fain  to  avoid  them.  Gladly  would  tney 
pay  a  kingdom  to  him,  as  their  shot  for  their  late  banquet :  be 
shuns  both  it  and  them.  O  Saviour,  when  the  hour  of  thy  passion 
was  now  come,  thou  couldst  offer  thyself  readily  to  thine  appre- 
henders ;  and  now,  when  the  glory  of  the  world  presses  upon  tnee, 
thou  runnest  away  from  a  crown.  Was  it  to  teach  us,  that  there  is 
less  danger  in  suffering,  than  in  outward"  prosperity  ?  What  do  we 
dote  upon  that  worldly  honour,  which  thou  helcledst  worthy  of 
avoidance  and  contempt  ? 

.  Besides  this  retorveuness,  it  was  devotion,  that  drew  Jesus  aside* 
He  went  alone  up  to  the  mountain,  to  pray.  Lo,  thou,  to  whom 
the  greatest  throng  was  a  solitude  in  respect  of  the  firuition  of  tbv 
Father,,  tliou,  who  wert  uncapable  of  disjtraction  from,  him  with 
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whom  tbott  wert  qne,  wouldst  yet  so  much  act  many  as  to  retire 
for  the  opportunity  of  prayer ;  to  teach  us,  who  are  nothing  but 
wild  thoughts  and  giddy  distractedness,  to  go  aside,  when-  tve 
would  speak  with  God.  How  happy  is  it  for  us,  that  thou  prayedst  ? 
O  Saviour,  thou  prayedst  for  us,  who  have  not  grace  enough  to 
pray  for  ourselves  i  not  worth  enough  to  be  accepted,  when  we  do 
pray.  Thy  prayers,  which  were  most  perfect  ana  impetrative,  are 
tbey^  by  whieh  our  weak  and  unwortny  prayers  receive  both  life 
ana  fiivour.  And  now,  how  assiduous  should  we  be  in  our  siYppli- 
cations,  who  are  empty  of  grace,  full  of  wants  ;  when  thou,  who 
wert  a  God  of  all  power,  prayedst  for  that,  which  thou  couWst 
coDimand  !  Therefore  do  we  pray,  because  thou  prayedst ;  there- 
ibre  do  we  expect  to  be  graciously  anstverdd  in  pur  prayers,  be. 
cause  thou  didst  pray  for  us  here  on  earth,  and  now  intercedest  for 
us  in  Heaven. 

The  evening  was  come.  The  disciples  looked  long  for  their 
Blaster,  and  loth  they  were  to  have  stirred  without  him ;  but  hifi 
command  is  more,  than  the  strongest  wind  to  fill  their  sails,  and 
they  are  now  gone. 

Their  expectation  made  not  the  evening  seem  so  long,  ais  our 
Saviqor's  devotion  made  it  seem,  short  to  him.  ' 
'  He  is  on  the  mount ;  they  j  on  the  sea :  yet^  while  he  vg^  in  ihe 
mount  praying  and  lifting  up  bis  eyes  to  his  Father,  he  fails  not 
to  cast  thun  about  upon  his  disciples  tossed  on  the  waves.  Those 
all  seeing  eyes  admit  of  no  limits.  At  onee,  he  sees  the  highest 
heavens,  and  the  midst  of  the  sea  ;  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and 
the  misery  of  his  disciples.  Whatever  prospects  present  them- 
selves to  his  view,  the  distress  of  bis  tbllowers.  is  ever  most  noted. 
How  much  more  dost  thou  now,  O  Saviour,  from  the  height  of 
thy  glorious  advancement,  behold  us,  thy  wretched  servants, 
tossed  on  the  unquiet  sea  of  this  world,  and  beaten  with  the 
troublesome  and  threatening  billows  of  afBiction  ! 

Thpu  foresawest  their  toil  and  danger,  ere  thou  dismissedst  them ; 
aikl  purposely  sendedst  them  away,,  that  they  might  be  tossed. 
Thou,  that  couldest  prevent  oar  sutferings  by  thy  power,  wilt  per- 
mit them  in  thy  wiscfom  ;  that  thou  mayest  glorify  thy  mercy  in 
oar  deUveraoce,  and  confirm  pur  faith  by  £e  issue  of  our  dis* 
tresses. 

How  do  all  things  now  seem  to  conspire,  to  the  vexing  of  thy 
pocMT  disciples !  The  night  was  sullen  and  dark ;  their  Master  was 
absent ;  the  sea  was  boisterous ;  the  winds  were  high  and  contra, 
ry.  Had  their  Master  been  with  them,  howsoever  the  elements  had 
iBged,  they  had  been  secure :  had  their  Master  been  away,  yet  if 
the  sea  had  been  quiet  or  the  winds  fair,  the  passage  might  have 
been  endured:  now  both  season,  and  sea,  and  wind,  and  their 
Master's  desertion,  had  agrqed  to  render  them  pertbctiy  miserable. 
Sometimes  the  Providence  of  God  hath  thought  good  so  to  order 
it^that  to  his  best  servants  there  appearcth  no  glimpsb  of  comfort; 
but  so  absolute  vexation,  as  if  heaven  and  earth  had  plotted  thc*ir 
full  affliction.  Yea,  O  Saviour,  wliat  a  dead  night,  what  a  fi-arful 
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tBOipest,  what  an^  astoiiiriiing  der6licti6it  was  that,  i«h«mi}  their 
thyself  criedst  oul  in  the  bitterness  of  thine  anguished  9oa>,  My 
God  J  my  Gody  why  hast  thou  f^rs^ken  me  f  Yet  in  all  these  ex* 
tremities  of  misery, ,  our  gracious  God  intends  notbiB§^  biit  his 
greater  glory  aud  ours-;  the  triumph  of  oar  hith,  €be^crowk  of 
Qur  victory.  *• 

All  that  longJsoHie  and  tempestiiotis  night  imA  the  disciples 
wear  out  in  danger  and  horror,  as  aiven  over  tio  tbe  wtmb  and 
waves;  but  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the  nighty  vHieA  they  were 
wearied  out  with  toib  and'  fears,  cosies  deliverance*  At  tKeir  ea^ 
trance  into  the  shipy  at  the  arising  of  the  tempest,  at  the  shuttmg 
iu  of  the  evening,  there  was  no  news  of  Christ  ^  but  i^i^beft  they 
have  been  i^  the  night  long  beaten,  not  so  much  widi  stormftand 
waves  as  with  their  own  though tsy  now  in  tlie  foortfar  wafcch,  (whieiF 
was  near  to  the  morning,)  Jesus  came  unto  them,  and  pui^poseiy 
not  t'dl-  then ;  th^t  he  might  exercise  their  patience  ;  that  he  ought 
inure  them  to  wait  upon  Divine  Providence,  incases  ofestrentty^ 
that  their  devotions  mi^ht  be  more  wlietted  by  delav ;.  tiiat  tbcy 
might  ^ve  gladder  welcome  to  their  deliverance^  O  Gody  tha^ 
thou  thinke$t  fit  tie  do  stilL  We  itfe  by  turns  in  our  aea,  thewinds 
bluster,  the  billows  swell,  the  night  and  thy  absence  heighten  oiat 
discomfort,  thy  time  and  ours  is  set;  as  yet  it  is  but  midmgfat 
with  us ;  can  we  but  hold  out  patiently  tiU  the  fonrdi  wateh,  thoui 
wik  surely  come  and  rescue  us.  Oh  let  ns  not  ftant  under  oor  soi^ 
rows ;  but  wear  .out  our  three  watches  of  tribulatioa,  witiv  nndsmt^ 
ed  patience  and  holy  resolutioib 

O  Saviour,  our  extremities  are  the  sewons  of  thirte  aid.  Thoa 
earnest  at  last ;  but  yet  so,  as  that  there  was  more  dread  tfadn  jov 
in  thy  presence.  Thy  coming  was  both  miraculous  and  firigfatnil 
Thou,  God  of  Elements,  passepist  through  the  air,  walkedst  apon* 
the  waters.  Whether  thou  mesmtest  to  terminate  this  miradle  in* 
thy  body,  or  in  the  waves  which  thou  troddest  upon ;  whether  SD' 
lightening  the  one,,  that  it  should  make  no  impresston-in  tbe  ^qaid 
waters,  or  whether  so  consolidating,  the  othar,  that  the  pavemenied 
waves  yielded  a  firm  causeway  to  thy  sacvod  feet  to  walk  on^  I 
neither  determine  nor  inquire:  thy  silence  ruletb  mine;  tfay 
power  was  in  either  miraculous ;  neidier  know  I  in»  whether  fO" 
adore  it  more.  .  - 

But  withal,  give  me  leaive  to  wonderm<M«  at  thy  passage,  tfaan 
at  thy  coming.  Wherefore  earnest  thouv  but  to  comfort  then} 
and  wherefore  then  wouldest  thou  paos  by  them,  as  if  thou;  hii^ 
intended  nothing  but  their  dismay  r  Thme  abs^nci^  could  not  be* 
so  grievous,  as  thy  pretention  :  thatmisrht  seem^Ustiyoccasioneii; 
this  could  not  but  seem  willingly  ne^ecdve.  Our  list  eooffcts' 
have  wont  ever  to  be  the  sorest:  as  when^^  afteir  some  dripjitB^ 
rain,  it  pours  down  most  vehemently,  we  think  tbe  itMtnet  ^ 
changing  to  serenity. 

O  Saviour,  we  may  not  ^ways  measure  thy  meaning  by  Af 
semblance :  sometimes,  what  thou  most  intendest,  thou  sfaevest 
least.  In  our  afflictions  thou  turnest  thy  back  upon  us;  andbidest' 
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thy  {^  Mm  ik,  wbeh  thou  most  miodest  our  distresses.  So  Jo^ 
nadiaa  abot^the  arrows  beyond  David,  when  he  meant  tliem  to  him. 
fio  Joseph, calk  for  Benjamin  into  bonds,  when  his  heart  was  bound 
to  him  in  ^  strongest  affile tion«  So  the  tender  mother  makes  as 
if  she  would  give  a^'ay  her  crying  child,  whom  she  bugs  so  much 
closer  in  her  bosom.  It  thou  pass  by  us  while  we  are  struggling 
with  the  tempest,  we  know  it  is  not  for  want' of  mercy.  Thou 
canst  not  neglect  us ;  Oh  let  not  us  distrust  thee. 

What  object  should  have  been  so  pleasing  to  the  eyes  of  the 
disciples,  as  their  Master ;  and  so  much  the  more,  as  he  shewed 
kis  Divine  power  in  this  miraculous  walk  ?  Butlo,  contrarily,  they 
are  troubled ;  not  with  his  presence,  but  with  this  form  of  pre«. 
sence.  The  supernatural  works  of  God,  when  we  look  upon 
them  with  our  own  eyes,  are  subject  to  a  dangerous  misprision. 
The  very  sun  beMns,  to  which  we  are  beholden  for  our  sight,  if 
we  eye  tliem  directly,  blind  us.  Miserable  men !  we  are  ready  to, 
suspect  truths ;  to  run  away  from  our  safety ;  to  be  afraid  of  our 
comforts ;  to  misknow  our  best  friends. 

And  why  are  they  thus  troubled  i  They  had  thought  they  had 
seen  a  spirit.  That  there  have  been  such  apparitions  of  spirits^ 
both  good  and  evil,  hath  ever  been  a  truth  undoubtedly  received 
of  Pagans, '  Jews,  Christians;  although,  in  the  blind  times  of 
aaperstttion,  there  was  mnch  collusion  mixed  with  some  verities: 
craity  men  and  lying  spirits  agreed  to  abuse  the  credulous  world: 
But  even  where  diere  was  not  truth,  yet  there  was  horror.  The 
very  good  ansels  were  not  seen  without  much  fear ;.  their  si^ht  was 
construed  to  bode  death :  how  much  more  the  evil,  vrinch  m  their 
very  nature  are  harmful  and  pernicious !  We  see  not  a  snake  or  a 
4oad,  without  some  recoiling  of  blood*  and  sensible  reluctation,  al- 
tfabu^  those  creatures  run  away  from  us ;  how  much  more  must 
our  hairs  stand  upright  and  our  senses  boggle  at  the  sight  of  a  spi- 
rit,  whose  both  nature  and  will  is  contrary  to  ours,  and  professedly 
bent  to  our  hurt !       ' 

But  say  it  had  been  what  they  mistook  it  for,  a  spirit;  why 
should  they  fear  i  Had  they  well  considered,  they  had  soon  found 
that  evil.spirits  are  nevertHeless  present,  when  they  are  not  seen ; 
and  nevertheless  harmful  or  malicious,  when  they  are  present  un*- 
seen.  Visibility  adds  nothing  to  their  spite  or  mischief.  And  could 
tbw  eyes  have  been  opened,  they  had,  with  E^isha's  servant,  seen 
HMT^  mtJk  them  than  against  them  •;  a  sure,.thaugfat  iavisible  guard 
^  ^BODctipowerful  spirits,  and;  themselves  ..under  *  tbe  protection  of 
ibm  God  of  Spirits.:  ^o  i$  tbey  iiiight  have  .hidjden  a  bold  defiance 
to  all  tise  powers  of  daurkmss;  But.pan1y,  ^hieir  faith  was  yet  but 
iuitfateijbw  rikud.-  partly,  the-  presoiitalipn  of  t^s  d^reidfbl  object 
was  aMd«n>  and  withnat  tb^  r^apift  of  anecoUection  and  settlement 
of  tbei/iliQul^j    '«  .        :^t  ;;.,    •     •  ^    /.    .  A  /     •         '      , 

Oh  Ih^  Weakness  of  .our  iriuh  nature^  t^yho^  ia  die' want  of  faitb^ 
are  .afSrightei  ivith;  the-n^bibk;  appearance  <^  those  ^sulversaries^ 
^hom  we  pr^fe*  daaiy.lo^  rbaisi  and  vaofuish,  and  with  whom  we; 
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knoMT  the  decree  of  God  hath  matched  us  in  an  ercriasting  cotf* 
flict !  Are  not  these  they,  that  ejected  devils  by  theur  command  i 
Are  not  these  of  them,  that  coiiU  say,  Master^  tketvU  spirits  4fft 
subdued  to  us  f  Yet  novK,  when  they  see  hot  an  mmgined  spirit, 
they  fear.  What  power  there  is  in  the  eye  to  betray  the  heart! 
While  Goliath  was  mingled  with  the  rest  of  the  Philistine  host, 
Israel  camped  boldly  against  them  ;  but  when  that  giant  stalks  out 
single  between  the  two  armies,  and  fitts  and  amazes  their  eyes  with 
his  hideous  stature,  now  they  run  away  for  fear.  Behold,  we  are 
committed  with  legions  of  evil  spirits,  and  complain  not :  let  but 
one  of  them  give  us  some  visible  token  of  bis  presence,  we  shriel 
and  tremble,  and  are  not  ourselves. 

Neither  is  our  weakness  more  conspicuous,  than  thy  mercy,  0 
God,  in  restraining  these  spiritual  enemies  from  these  dreadful  and 
ghast^  representations  ot  themselves  to  our -eyes.  Might  tbose 
infemal'  spirits  have  liberty  to  appear  how  and  when  and  to  whom 
^ey  would,  cei;^ainly  not  many  would  be  left  in  their  wits,  or  is 
their  lives.  It  is  thy  power  and  goodness  to  frail  mankind,  tint 
they  are  kept  in  their  chains,  and  reserved  in  the  darkness  of  their 
own  spiritual  being,  that  we  may  both  oppugn  and  subdue  them 
unseen. 

But  oh  the  deplorable  condition  of  reprobate  souls  I  If  but  tiie 
imagined  sight  of  one  of  these  spirits  of  darkness  can  so  danot 
the  heart  of  those,  which  are  free  from  their  power,  what  a  terror 
shall  it  be  to  live  perpetually  in  the  sight,  yea  under  the  torture, 
of  thousands,  of  legions,, of  millions  of  devils!  Oh  the  madnes 
of  wilful  anners,  that  will  needs  run  theniselves  headily  into  sa 
dreadful  a  damnation ! 

It  was  high  time  for  our  Saviour  to  qoeak*  What  with  the  tep 
pest,  what  with  the  apparition,  the  disciples  were  ahnost  lost  with 
fear.  How  s^onable  are  his '  gracious  redresses !  Tiil  they  were 
thus  affirightkl,  he  would  hot  speak ;  when  they  wece  thus  amigfat* 
ed,  he  would  not  hold  his  peace. 

If  his  presence  were  fearful,  \*et  his  word  was  comfortable ;  Be 
of  good  cheer ^  it  is  I :  yea,  it  is  his  word  only,  which  must  oiake 
his  presence  both  known  and  comfortable.  He  was  preset  before; 
they  mistook  him,  and  fear^  :  there  needs  no  other  erection  of 
their  drooping  hearts  but,  Jtis  I.  It  is  cordial  enough  to  ust  in 
the  worst'of  our  afiliotions,  to  be  assured  of  Christ's  presenoewith 
ns.  Say  but.  It  is  J^  O  Saviour,  and  let  evils  do  tlmr  worst;  thoa 
needest  not  say  anymore.  Thy  vbicewas  evidence  eooagh)  ^ 
well  were  thy  aisciptes  aci^inted  with  the  tongue .  of  thee  their 
Idaster^  that,  It  is  /^  t^as.tfsi  much 'as  a  htandred  names.  Thon  ait 
the  Good'SlMspherd :  we  are  not  of  thy  floek^  H  we  know.theenot 
by  th^  ^roice  from  a  thousaiid«  £vea  tms  one  is  a  p^atwoWf  y^ 
an  ample  style,  It  is  I.  The  same  tongue,  thattiad  to  Moses,  / 
AM^hath  sent  4hee.  »irti  now  to  tho  disoii>les,  "  li  isJt  I,  yojjr 
l.ord  and  Master ;  I,  the  coMmander  of  winds  and  waters ;  I,  the 
sovereign  txird  of  Heaven  and  ^saA%  \-Xy^^  God  ^f  Spirtti* 
X^t  heaven  be  but  as  one  scroll,  and  let  it  be  written  aU^over  wits 
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lide^)  they  cannot  express  more  than,  It  is  I.  O  sweet  and  se»- 
sdoable  word  of  a  gracious  Saviour,  able  to  cahn  all  tempests^ 
able  to  terife  tXL  hearts !  Say  but  so  to  my  soul,  and,  in^  spite  of 
heM, }  ann  safe. 

No  sooner  hath  Jesus  said,  /;  than  Peter  answers,  Master.  He 
can  instantly  name  him,  that  did  not  name  himsetf.  £rery  Ksd^ 
hint  is  enough  to  faith.  The  Church  sees  her  Beloved,  as  well 
through  the  lattice,  as  through  the  open  window. 

Which  of  all  the  followers  of  Chnst  gave  so  pregiumft  testkno* 
nies,  upon  all  occasions,  of  his  faith,  of  his  love  to  his  Master,  as 
I^ter  ?  The  rest  were  silent,  while  he  both  owned  his  Master,  and 
cmved  access  to  him  in  that  liquid  way. 

Yet  what  a  sensible  mixture  is  jherc  of  faith  and  distrust !  It  was 
fidth,  that  said,  Master :  it  ^vas  distrust,  as  some  have  construed 
it,  that  saidy  If  Ube  tkou.  It  was  faith,  that  said,  Bid  me  come  to 
tkee,  impljring  that  his  word  could  as  well  et)d>le  as  command  ;  it ' 
was  fiaiitb,  tliat  durst  step  down  upon  that  watery  pavement ;  it 
was  dntrusty  that,  upon  tlie  sight  of  a  mighty  wind ,  ^siared.  It  was 
&ith,  tfaatt  he  walkea  :  it  was  distrust,  that  he  sunk :  it  was  fiutb^ 
that  said,  Lcrdf  save  ine. 

Oh  the  imperfect  composition  of  the  best  saint  upon  earth; 
as  far  fit>m  pure  faith,  as  from  mere  infidelity !  If  there  be  pure 
earth' ill  the  centre,  all  upward  is  mixed  with  the  other  elements  i 
cootrarily,  pure  grace  is  above,  in  the  glorified  spirits ;  all  below 
is  maaea  with  infirmity,  witiki  corruption.  Our  best  iis  but  as  the 
air;  which  never  was,  never  can  be,  at  once,  fuHy  enlifhtenied : 
neither  is  there  in  the  same  region  one  constant  state  of  u^t.  It 
ahall  once  be  noon  with  us,  when  we  shall  have  nothing  but  bright 
beams  of  glory ;  now,  it  is  but  the  dawning,  wherein  it  is  hard  to 
tty,  whether  there  be  more  light  than  darkness.  We  are  now  feir 
ss  the  moon',  which  hath  some  spots  in  her  greatest  beauty ;  we 
Aall  be  pure  as  the  sun,*  whose  face  is  dll  bright  and  glorious. 
Ever  since  the  time,  that  Adam  set  his  tooth  in  the  apple,  till  our 
nnmri)  be  full  of  monld,  it  never  was,  it  never  can  be^  other  widi 
vs.  Far  be  it  from  us,  to  settle  wilUngiv  upon  the  dregs  of  ouf  ior' 
fidelity ;  far  be  it  from  us,  to  be  disneartened  with  the  sense  of 
^or defiectii aud'imperfections :  We  believe;  Lord^  help  our  un^ 

While  t  find  some  disputing  the  lawfulness  of  Peter^s  suit ; 
others  quarrelline  his,  1/  tt  be  tnoti :  let  me  be  taken  up  with  the 
^^onder  at  the  feith,  the  ftervcrur,  the  heroical  valour,  of  this  prime 
apostle,  that  durst  say.  Bid  me  come  to  thee  upon  the  tpaters.  He 
tnigfat  have  suspected,  that  tlie  voice  of  his  Master  might  have 
been  as  tesrly  imitated  by  that  imagined  spirit^  as  his  person  ;  he 
ttiigbt  have  reared  the  blustering  ten^pest^  tiie  threatening  billows; 
die  vielding  nature  of  that  devouring^  clement :  but,  as  despising 
^  these  thoughts  of  inisdchibt,  such  is  his  desire  to  be  near  his 
Master,  Aat  he  says;  Bid. me  come  to  thee  upon  the  tf^attfrs.  He 
taysnot,  "Oitfi^  Ihou'to  me;'*  this  had  been  Christ's  act,  and 
*wt  hisi  neither  doA  he  ^ay,  **  Let  me  come  to  thee ;"  this  had 
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been  fats  act,  and  YiQt.  Ghrist'^ :  tieither  doth  be  say»  ^'  Pray  that  I 
may  ooine  to  tbee/'  as.  if  this-  act  had  been  out  of  the  power  of 
either :  but,  ^^  Bid  me  come  to  thee.  I  know  thou  canst  comaiand 
both  the  waves  and  me :  me  to  be  so  Tight,  that  I  shall  not  braise 
th^  moist  surface  of  tlie  waves  ;  the  waves  to  be  so  solid,  that  they 
shall  not  yield  to  my  weight.  All  tku\gs  obejf  thee  :  bid  me  come 
to  thee  upon  the  waters,"'      • 

It  was  a  bold  spirit,  that  could  wish  it;  more  bold,  that  could 
act  it<  No  sooner  hath  our  Saviour  said,  Co)ne^  than  he  sets  his 
foot  upon  the  unquiet  sea  ;  not  fearing,  either  the  softness  or  the 
roughness  of  that  uncouth  passage^  We  are  wont  to  wonder  at 
the  courage  of  that  daring,  man,  who  iirst  committed  himself  to 
the; sea  in  a  frail  bark,  thqugh  he  had  the  strength  of  an  oaken 
plank  to  secure  him :  how  valiant  must  we  needs  grant  him  to  be, 
that  durst  set  his  foot  upon  the  bare  sea,  and  shift  nis  paces !  Well 
did  Peter  know,  tliat.he,.  who  bade  hini,  could  uphold  him ;  and 
U^erefore  he  both  sups  to, be  bidden,  and  ventures  to  be  upholden. 
True  faith  tasks  itself  with  difficulties ;  neither  can  be  aismayed 
with  the  conceits  of  ordinary  impossibilities.  It  is  not  the  scatter- 
ing of  straws  or  casting  of  molehills,  whereby  the  virtue  of  it  is 
described,  but  removing  of  mountains.  Like  some  courageous 
leader,  it  desires  the  honour  of  a  danger,  and  sues  for  the  first 
onset ;  whereas,  the  worldly  heart  freezes  in  a  lazy  or  cowardly 
fear,  and  only  casts  for  safety  and  ease. 

Peter  sues ;  Jesus  bids.  Rather  will  he  work  miracles,  than  dis- 
appoint the  suit  of  a  faithful  man.  How  easily  might  our  Saviour 
have  turned  over  this  strange  request  of  his  bold  disciple ;  and 
have  said,  'MVhatmy  Omnipotence  can  do  is  no  rule  for.tby 
weaJkness  ?  It  is  no  less  than  presumption  in  a  n^ere  n>an,  to  hope 
to  imitate  the  miraculous  works  of  God  and  man.  Stay  thou  in 
the  sh^p,  and  wonder.;  contenting  thyself  in  this,  that  thou  hast  a 
Master,  to  whom  the  land  and  water  is  alike/'  Yet  I  hear  not  a 
check,  but  a  call  y  Conie,  The  suit  of  ambition  is.  suddenly  quash^ 
ed,  in  the  mother  of  the  Zebedees  :  tlie  suits,  of  reyenge  prove  no 
better,  in  the  mouth  of  the  two  fiery  disciples :  but  a  suit  of  &itb, 
though  hiffh  and  seemingly  unfit  for  us,  he  hath  no  power  to  deny, 
llow  mvich  less,  O  Saviour,  wilt  thou  stick  at  those  things  ^hicb 
lie  in  the  Very  road  of  our  Christianity !  Never  man  said,  ^^  Bid 
me  to  come  to  thee  in  the  way  of  thy  commandojients,"  whom 
'thou  didst  not  both  bid  and  enable  to  coma 
.  True  faith  rests  not  in  great  and  good  desires,,  but  acts  and  exe* 
cutes  accordingly.  Peter  doth  not  wish  to  go,  and  yet  stand  still ; 
butfaisfppt  answers  his  tongue,  and  instanUy.  chops  ^oym  upon 
the  waters*  To  sit  still  and  wish,  is  for  sluggish  ana  coyirardly  ^pi* 
rits.  Formal  volitions,  yea  velJeities  of  good,  while  \re  viJl  RO^  ^ 
much  as  step  out  of  the  ship  of  our  nature  ^o.vralk.  lyitp  Christi 
are  bat  the  faint  motions  of  vain  hypocrisy.  It  will  be  iong  enough, 
ere  tlie  ealejof  good  wishes  can.carry  us  to  our  haven.  Jkaseshy- 
eth  thcjooliih.  O  Saviour,  we.  have  thy  command,- ^to  cos»e.^o 
thee  out  of  the  ship  of  our  natural  corruption :  let  no  $ca  j^ffray 
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US ;  let  no  tempest  of  temptation  withhold  us.*  No  way  ca1i  be  BiSfr' 
safe,  when  thou  art  the  end. 

Lo,  Peter  is  walking  upon  the  waves :  Uvo  hands  uphold  hirti ; 
the  hand  of  Christ's  power,  the  hand  of  his  own  faith ;  neither  of  i 
them  would  do  it  alone.     The  hand  of  Christ's  power  laid  hol<l5&n" 
him ;  the  hand  of  his  faith  Uiid  hold  on  the  power  of  Christ  -com- 
manding. Had  not  Christ*s  hand  been  powerful,  thftt  faith  had 
been  in  vain  :  bad  not  that  faith  of  his  strongly  fixed  upon  Christ/'* 
that  power  had  not  been  effectual  to  his  preservation.  While  We  - 
dire  here  in  the  world ,  we  walk  upon  the  waters:  still  tl)b  same [ 
hands  beajr  us  up.  If  he  let  go  his  bold  of  Us,  we  "drown";  4f 'w6^ 
let  go  our  hold  of  him,  we  sink  and  shriek-as  Peter  did  hereV^ 
who,  whan  he  saw  the  wind  boisieivus,  wai  afraid^  and  beginning 
to  sink,  cried y  sayings  Lord,  save  me.  *. '  :*    ' 

•  When  he  wished  to  be  bidden  t6  walk  unto  Christy  he  thou^^- 
of  the  waters ;  Bid  me  to  corne  to'  thee  on  this  -ufitiei^s;  h^  thoughi^ 
not  of  the  winds,  which  raged  on  those  waters  ;  *or  if  he  tho^ghtf 
of  a  stiff  galey  yet  that  tempestuous  and  ^lidden  ^st  \^^*opt  of 
his  account  and  expectation.  Those  evils,  that  We  are 'prepared 
for,  hare  not  such  power  ov^  us,  as  thos^,  that  surpt^fe^  *u».  A ' 
good  wateraian  sees  a  dangerous  billow  coitiring  towards  him;>nd' 
cots  it,  and  mounts  over  it'  with  ease  ;  the  unheedy  is  oVefWhetm^-^ 
ed.  O  Saviour,  let  my  haste  to  thee  be  zealous,^  btrt  not  inSproyi-- 
dent :  ere  I  set  my  foot  out  of  the  ship,  let  me  fdresee  die  tern* 
fest:  when  I  have  cast  the  worst,'  I  dannot  eithei^  nirsbarry-  or 
complain.  ;•.  •.       i         .  r    i  , 

So  soon  as  he  began  to  fear,  life  began  to- sink.  ,WhUe  lie  be-- 
lieved,  the  sea  was  brass;  when  once  he  began  to  distrust^  those^' 
waves  were  water.  He  cannot  sink,  wliile  he  trusts  the  |)oWer  di' 
his  Master ;  he  cannot  but  sink,  when  he  misdoubts  it .     Our'fahh* 

gives  us,  as  courage  and  boldness,  so  success  too :  our  !nfideflity 
lys  us  open  to  all  dangers,  to  all  mischieft.  .     ^     ^ 

It  was  retorts  improvidence,  not  to  foresee  ;  it  was  his  weakness^' 
to  fear;  it  was  the  effect  of  his  fear,  to  sink ;  it  was  his  iaitlv,  thaf 
recollects  itself,  and  breaks  through  .his  infidelity,  and  in  sinking* 
could  say,  Lord,  save  me.    His  foot  could  not  be  so  swiftin*  sink** 
ing,  as  his  heart  in  imploring :  he  knew  who  could  upli6ld  him 
from  sinking,  and,  being  sunk,  deUverhim;  and  thel'efore  h^  sayi', 
JOordj  save  me. 

It  is  a  notahJe  both  sign  and  effect  of  true  faith,  in  sudden  ex-* 
tremities  to  ejaculate  holy  desires ;  and,  with  the  wings  of  our  first* 
thoughts,  to  fly  up  instantly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  for  present 
succour.     Upon  deliberation,  it  is  possible  fbr  a  man,  that  hatk 
been  careless  and  profane,  by  good  means  to  be  drawn^'to  holy  dis- 
positions ;  but,  on  the  sudden,  a  man  will  appear  as  he  is :  what-* 
ever  is  most  rife  in  the  heart  will  come  forth  at  the  mouth.     It  i?' 
eood,  to  observe  how  our  surprisals  6nd  us:   the  *  rest  i#  buf' 
norced;  this  is  natural.     Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  htart'the 
mouth  speaketh,     O  Saviour,  no  evil  can  be  swifter,  than  my^ 
thought:  my  thought  shall  be   upon  thee,   ere  I  can  be  seized 
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vsfon  by  the  speediest  mifduef :  at  least,  if  I  ovenruo  not  evik,  I 
shall  overtake  them. 

Jt  was  Christ  his  Lord,  whom  Peter  had  of&nded  in  distrustinfr ; 
it  is  Christ  his  Lord,  to  whom  he  sties  for  dcliyori^Qce.  Hb  wealv 
nets  dptfa  not  diM:ourage  him  from  his  refuge,  O  God»  when  we 
have  displeased  thee>  when  we  have  sunk  iii  thy  displeasure,  whi- 
ther should  we  fly  for  aid,  but  to  thee,  whom  we  have  provoked  i 
Against  thee  oply,  is  our  sin ;  in  thee  only,  is  our  help.  In  vain 
shall  all  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth  oonspire  to  relieve  us,  if 
thou  withhold  from  our  succour.  As- we  offend  thy  justice  daity 
by  our  sins,  so  let  us  continually  rely  upon  thy  mercy  by  tlw 
strength  of  our  faith.    Lordy  save  us. 

The  mercy  of  Christ  is,  at  ouce,  sought  and  found ;  limnedu 
ately  Jesus  stretched  forth  his  hand^  and  eaughi  hm.  He  doth 
not  say,  ^\  Hadst  4iw  trusted  me,  I  would  have  safely  presemd 
diee ;  but  since  thou  wilt  needs  wrong  my  power  and  care  with  a 
cowardly  diffidence,  sink  and  drown  r  but  rather,  as  pitying  the 
infirmity  of  his  fearful  disciple,  he  puts  out  the  hand  for  liis  relief* 
That  hand  hath  been  stretched  fpTth  fqr  the  aidi  of  many  a  one, 
that  hath  never  asked  it ;  never  any  asked  it,  to  whose  succour  it 
bath  not  been  stretched.  With  what  ^peed,  with  what  coi^deiloe, 
should  we  flie  to  that  sovereign  bounty,  from  which  never  soy 
suitor  was  sent  away  empty ! 

Jesus  gave  Peter  his  tmnd;  but  withal  he  gave  him  a  phecki 
O  thou  tf  little  faiih^  whjf  d^uUedst  thou  ?  As  Peter's  faith  wn 
not  pure,  hut  mixed  with  some  distrust ;  so  our  Saviour^s  help  was 
not  clear  and  absolute,  but  mixed' with  some  repit>of.  A  reproof, 
wherein  there  was  both  a  censure  and  an  expobtulation ;  a  cei|T 
sure  of  his  faith,  an  expostulation  for  his  doubt :  both  of  them 
^re  and  heavy. 

By  how  much  more  excellent  and  useful  a  grace  faith  is,  by  sq 
much  more  shameful  is  the  defect  of  it :  and  by  how  much  more 
treason  here  was  of  confidence,  by  so  much  more  blame-worthy 
was  the  doubt.  Now  Peter  had  a  double  reaspn  of  his  confidence  \, 
the  oommand  of  Ch]:ist,  the  power  of  Christ :  tlie  one  in  biddiog 
him  to  come,  the  other  in  sustainiog  him  while  be  c^Qie,  To 
inisdqubt  him,  wbpse  will  be  knew,  whose  power  he  felt,  was  well 
worth  a  reprehension. 

"Wlien  I  saw  Peter  stepping  forth  upon  tlie  waters,  I  could  not 
but  wonder  at  his  great  faith ;  yet  behold,  ere  he  can  have  mesr 
sured  many  paces,  the  Judge  of  Hearts  taxes  him  for  litde  feitbf 
Our  mountauis  are  but  moats  to  God.  Would  my  heart  have 
served  me,. to  dare  th^ doing  of  tliis,  that  Peter  did  ?  Durst  I  have 
set  my  foot  wliere  he  did  ?  O  Saviour,  if  thou  foundest  cause  to 
censure  the  weakness  and  poverty  of  his  faith,  wliat  mavest  thou 
well  say  to  mine  ?  They  mistake^  tiiat  think  thou  wilt  take  up 
with  any  thing.  Thou  lookest  for  firmitude  and  vigour  in  those 
graces^  which  thou  wilt  allow  in  thy  best  disciples,  no  less  thsa 
truth. 

The  fi|st  steps  were  confident^  there  was  fear  in  the  next. 
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Oil  the  sudden  altera^on  of  oar  affections,  of  our  dispodtions ! 
One  pace  varies  our  spiritual  condition.  What  hold  is  there  of  so 
ficUe  creatures,  if  we  oe  left  never  so  little  to  ourselves  i  As  this 
lower  world,  wfaereiu  we  are,  is  tint  region  of  mutability ;  so  are  we, 
the  living  pieces  of  it,  subject  to  a  perpetual  change.  It  is  for 
the  blessed  saints  and  angels  abov6,  to  be  fi^ed  in  good.  While 
wc  are  here,  tbeie  can  be  no  consuncy  expected  from  us,  but  iu 
vajjableness* 

As  well  as  our  Saviour  loves  Peter,  yet  he  chides  him.  It  is  the, 
firuit  of  his  favour  and  mercy,  that  we  escape  judgment ;  not  thSM: 
wc  escape  reproof.  Had  not  Peter  found  grace  with  his  Master, 
he  had  been  suflfered  to  ank  in  silence :  now,  he  is  saved  with  a 
clieck*  There  may  be  more  love  in  frowns,  than  in  smiles :  wki^n 
ke  tffoes  heckmH9€S.  What  is  chiding,  bitt  a  verbid  castigaction  ? 
and  what  is  cfaastisenient,  but  a  reiu  chiding?  Correct  v\e^  O 
Lard^  yet  m  thy  judgment^  not  in  thy  fury.  Oh  let  the  rightectcs 
God  smite  me^  when  I  oiFend,  with  his  gracious  reproofs ;  th^s^ 
sAmU  he  a  precious  oUy  that  shall  not  break  my  head.    Matt:xiv, 
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The  time  was,  O  Saviour,  when  a  worthy  woman  oflkred  to 
tonch  tbee,  and  was  forbidden ;  now,  a  meaner  touches  thee, 
with  approbation  and  encouragement.  Yet,  ais  there  was  much 
difference  in  that  body  of  thine  which  was  the  object  of  that  touch, 
(being  now  mortal  and  passible,  tl^ati  impassible  and  immortal,}  so 
there  was  in  the  agents ;  this  a  stranger,  that  a  familiar ;  this  ob- 
scure, that  fiimous. 

The  saipe  actions  vary  with  time  and  other  circumstances ;  and 
accordingly  receive  their  dislike  or  allowance,  v 

Doubtless,  thou  hadst  herein  no  small  respect  to  the  faith  of 
Jairus,  unto  whose  house  thou  wert  goin?.  That  ^ood  man  had 
but  one  Qply  daughter,  which  lav  sick  in  Uie  beginning  of  his  suit; 
ere  the  end,  lay  dead.  While  she  lived,  his  hope  lived ;  Ixar  death 
diaheartened  it.  It  was  a  great  work,  that  thou  meantest  to  do  for 
him;  it  was  a  great  word,  that  thou  saidst  to  him.  Fear  not;  be^ 
UevCf  and  she  snail  be  made  whole.  To  make  this  good,  by  the 
touch  of  the  ver«  of  thy  garment  thou  rcvivedst  one  from  the 
verge  of  death.  How  must  Jairus  needs  now  think ;  *^  He,  who, 
by  the  virtue  of  his  garment,  can  pull  this  woman  out  of  the  paws 
of  death,  which  hath  been  twelve  years  dying ;  can  as  well,  by  the 
power  of  his  word,  pull  my  daughter,  who  hath  been  twelve  years 
Uving,  out  of  the  laws  of  death,  which  hath  newly  seized  on  her !'' 
It  was  fit  the  gooa  Ruler  should  be  raised  up,  with  this  handsel  of 
thy  Divine  power,  whom  be  came  to  solicit* 

That  thou  mightest  lose  no  time,  thou  cuiedst  in  thy  passage. 
The  sun  stands  not  still,  to  give  his  influences,  but  diflluscs  them  in 
hk  ordinary  motion.    How  shall  we  imitate  thee,  if  we  sufier  our 
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hands  to  bie  out  of  use  with  good  i     Our  life  goes  away  with  our 
time.    We  lose  that,  which  we  improve  not. 

.  The  patient  laboured  of  an  issue  of  blood  ;  a  disease,  that  had 
npt  more  pain  than  shame,  nor  more  natural  infirmity  than  legal 
impurity. 

Time  added  to  her  grief :  twelve  long  years  had  she  languished 
under  this  woeful  complaint.  Eiesides  the  tedioasaess,  diseases 
must  needs  get  head  by  continuance ;  and  so  much  more  both 
wealcfsn  natiure  and  strengthen  themselves,  by  how  mucb  lon^r 
t^ey  afflict  us.  So  it  is  in  the  soul ;  so  in  the  state :  vices,  which 
ajre.  the  sicknesses  of  both,  when  they  ^ow  iuvokerate,  have  a 
strong  plea  for  their  abode  and  uncontroluibleness. 
,  Yet  more,  to  mend  the  matter,  poverty,  which  is  another  dis^ 
easoj  was  superadded  to  her  sickness  :  She.  had  spent  all  she  had 
upoi}  physidms.  While  she  had  wherewith  to  make  much  of  her* 
self,  and  to  proicure  good  tendance,  choice  diet,  and  all  the  sue* 
qpurs  of  a  distressed  Ianguishment,.sbe  could  not  but.  find  some  mi* 
tig^on  of  her  sorrow :  but  now  want  began  to  pinch  her^  no  less 
than  her  distemper,  and  helped  to  make  her  perfecdy  miserable. 

Yet  could  she  have  parted  from-  her  substance  with  ease,  her 
complaint  had  been  the  less.  Could  the  physicians  have  given 
her,  if  not  health,  yot  relaxation  and  painlessne^,  her  means  had 
not  been  misbestowed ;  but  now,  she  stiffcred  many  things  from 
them :  many  an  unpleasing potion,  mafi}^  tormenting  incMons  and 
divulsions,  did  she  endure  firom  their  hands :  the  remedy  was  dqusi 
in  trouble  to  the  disease. 

Yet  had  the  cost  and  pain  been  never  so  great,  co^ild  she  have 
hereby  purchased  health,  the  match  had  been  happy ;  all  the 
world  were  no  price  for  this  commodity :  but  ahis !  her  estate  was 
the  worse,  her  body  not  the  better ;  her  money  was  wasted,  not 
her  disease.  Art  could  give  her  neither  cure  nor  hope.  It  were 
injurious  to  blame  that  noble  science,  for  that  it  always  speeds  not. 
Notwithstanding  »11  those  sovereign  remedies,  men  must,  in  their 
times,  sicken  and  die.  Even  thxt  miraculous  Gifts  of  Healing 
could  not  preserve  the  owners  from  disease  aiiddiRsoUition. 

It  were  pity,  but  that  this  woinan  should  l>avc  been  thus  sick ; 
the  nature,  the  durableness,  cost,  pain,  incurahlenessof  her  dis- 
ease, both  sent  her  to  seek  Christ,  and  moved  Christ  to  her  cure. 
Our  extremities  drive  us  to  our  Saviour ;  his  love  draws  him  to 
be  most  present  and  helpful  to  our  extremities.  "When  we  arc 
fprsaken  of  all  succours  and  hopes,  we  are  fittest  for  his  ix^^lress. 
Never  are  we  nearer  to  help,  than  wlien  we  despair  of  help.  There 
is  no  fear,  no  danger,  but  in  our  own  insensibleness.  ^ 

This  woman  was  a  stranger  to  Christ.  It  seenis  she  had  never 
seen  him.  The  report  of  his  miracles  had  lifted  her  up  to  such  a 
confidence  of  his  power  and  mercy,  as  that  she  said  in  herself> 
If  J  mtfl/  but  touch  the  hem  of  his  garment^  I  shall  be  whole.  The 
shame  of  her  disease  stopped  her  mouth  from  any  verbal  suit. 
Had  she  been  acknown  of  her  infirmity,  she  had  been  shunned, 
and  abhorred,  and  disdainfully  put  back  of  all  the  beholders  i  ^^ 


THE  BLOODY  rtSUE  HEALED.  S4S 

doubtless,  where  rIic  was  known,  the  law  forced  lier  to  live  apart : 
now,  she  conceals  both  hjr  grief,  and  her  desire,  and  berfaith^ 
and  only  speaks,  wiicre  she  may  be  l)old,  within  herself.  If  1  may 
hui  tmich  the  hem  of  his  garment^  I  sluill  be  whole ^  •  *  ". 

I  seek  not  mysteries  in  (he  virtue  of  the  hem,  rather  than  of  the* 
garment.    Indeed^  it  was  God's  ■  oommand  to  Israel,  that  thajr' 
shoald  be  marked,  not  only  in  their  bkin,  but  m  their  clothes  tod: 
Those  fringes  and  ribands  upon  the  borders  of  thdr  garments  wet^* 
Ux  holy  memorials  of  their  duty,  and  God's  law.    But  that  hetfcdr 
she  supposed  to  find  more  virtue  and  sanctity  in  the  touch  of  ther 
hem  than  of  the  coat,  I  neither  dispute  nor  believe.    It  was  th&^ 
site^  not  the  signification,  that  she  intimated ;  not  as  of  the  best! 
part,  but  the  utmost.    In  all  likelihood,  if  there  could  bave  been 
virtiie  in  the  garment,  the  nearer  to  the  body,  the  more.    Here 
was  then  die  praise  of  this  wonlian's  faidi,  that  sbe^promiseth  her-.* 
self  cure,  by  the  touch  of  the  utmost  hem.  Whosoever  would  look 
to  receive  any  benefit  from  Christ  muist  come  in  feith  :  it  is  that  • 
only,  which  make&  us  capable  of  any  favour. .  Satan^  the  common 
a^of  <he  Almighty,  imitates  him  also  in  this  point*  all  hi&chadrmai 
and^  spelb  are  ineBectual^  without  the  faith  ot  the  u^r^  of  the  re* 
qerver.        • 

Yea,  the  endeavour  and  issue  of  all,  both  human  •and  spiritual' 
tkini^s,  depends  upon  our  faitbr^   Who  would  commit  ft  plant  or 
sfeedto  the  earth,  if  he  did  not  believe  to  have  it  nurtRsd  ih  diat'' 
kiiidly  bosom  }  What  merchant  would  put  himself" upon  the  guard 
of  an  inch-board  in  a  furious  sea,  if  he  did  not  trust  to  the  faith- 
fol  custody  of  that  pknk  ?   Who  would  trade,  or  travel,  o]r  war,  or 
marry,  if  he  did  not  therein  surely  trust  he  should  speed  well? 
What  benefit  can  we  look  to  cany  from  a  Divine  exhortation,  if 
we  do  not  believe  it  will  edify  us  t  from  a  sacramental  banquet, 
tHe  food  of  angels,  if  we  do  not  believe  it  Mnll  nourish  our  souls  \ 
fkom  our  best  devotions,  if  we  do  not  persuade  ourselves  they  vfSi 
fetch  down  blessings  ?    Oh  our  vain  and  heartless  services !  if  we 
do  not  say,  ^'  May  I  drink  but  one  drop  of  that  heavenly  nectar, 
may  I  taste  but  one  crumb  of  that  bread  of  life,  mUy  I  hear  but- 
one  word  from  the^  mouth  of  Christ,  may  I  send  up  but  one  hearty 
sigh  or  ejaculation  of  a  holy  desire  to  my  Gt}d,  I  shall  be  whole.*^ 
,  According  to  her  resolution,  is  her  practice.     She  touched,  but 
she  came  behind  to  touch ;  whether  for  humility,  or  her  secrtsy* 
nither,  ad  desiring  to  steal  a  cure  unseen,  unnoted. 

She  was  a  Jewess,  and  therefore  well  knew  that-  her  touch  waff, 
iff  *tbis  case,  no  better  than  a  pollution  ;  as  hers,  perhaps,  but  not' 
of  him  :  for,  on  the  one  side,  necessity  is  under  no  positive'  law  i 
on  the  other,  the  Son  of  God  was  not  capable  of  impurity.  Those 
may  be  defiled  with  a  touch,  that  cannot  heal  with  a  touch ;  he, 
that  was  above  taw,  is  not  comprised  in  the  law.  Be  we  never  so 
unclean,  he  may  heal  us;  we  cannot  infect  him.  O  Saviour,  mjT 
soul  is  sick  and  foul  enough  with  the  spiritual  impurities  of  sin : 
let  me,  by  the  hand  of  faith,- lay  hold  but  upon  the  hem  of  thy  gar- 
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moot,  (thy  rigfateousness  is  thy  garment,)  it  shall  be  both  cleui 
and  whok;. 

Who  would  not  think,  but  a  man  might  lade  up  a  dish  of  water 
out  of  the  sea,  unmissed  ?  Yet  that  water,  though  much,  is  finite ; 
those  drops  are  within  number :  that  art,  whicii  rath  redtoned  how 
n^ny  corns  of  sand  would  make  up  a  world,  could  more  easUy 
compute  how  many  drops  c£  water  would  make  up  an  ooean; 
wftoffras,  the  mereies  of  God  are  absolutely  infinite,  and  beyond 
att  possibility  of  proportion :  and  yet  this  bashful  souF  cannot  steal 
one  drop  of  mercy  irom  this  endless,  boundle38>  bottom}ess  sept  of 
Dii^ne  bounty,  but  it  is  felt  and  questioned ;  ^nd  Jesus  said,  WA$ 
iMehedme? 

Who  can  now  say,  that  he  is  a  poor  man,  that  reckons  his 
store ;  when  that  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  doth  so  ?  He  knows 
-all  his  own  blessings,  4nd  keeps  just  tallies  of  our  receipts ;  *^  De« 
liyered  so 'much  honour,  to  this  man ;  to  that,  so  much  wealth ;  sO 
much  knowledgjt,  to  one ;  to  another,  so  much  strength/*  How 
Oirefully  fcugaishouid  we  be  in  the  notice,  account,  usage  of  God*ii 
several  fiivours,.sinee  his  bounty  sets  all  his  gifts  upon  the  file! 
£ven  th^  worst  servant  in  the  Gospel  confessed  nis  talents,  though 
he  employed  them  not.  We  are  worse  than  the  worst,  if  either  wo 
HUfknow,  br  dusemblc,  or  forget  them. 

Who  now  can  forbear  the  disciples'  repW?  "  Who  touchsd 
^iee»  OLord  ?  the. multitude.  Dost  thou  ask  of  one,  when  thoa 
9ft  pieiaed  by  many  ?  In  the  midst  of  a  tlirong,  do^  tlH>u  ask^ 
Wh^  touched  me  P' 

'  ^'  Yea,  but  yet  some  one  touched  me :  all  thronged  me ;  but 
one  touched  me*  How  ridd leglike  soever  it  may  seem  to  soundt 
they,  that  thronged  me,  touched  me  not ;  she  only  touched  me, 
tliat  thronged  me  not,  yea  that  .touched  me  not.'*  Even  90,  Q 
Saviour,  others  touched  thy  body  with  theirs ;  she  touched  thy 
^m  with  her  liand,  thy  Divine  power  with  her  soul. 

Those  two  parts,  whereof  we  consist,  (the  bodily,  the  spiritual,) 
do,  in  a  sort,  partake  of  each  other,  llie  soul  is  the  ja^n ;  and 
hath  those  parts,  senses,  actions,  which  are  cliallenged  as  proper  to 
the  body.  This  spiritual  part  bath  both  a  han<il  and  a  touch  >  it  i^ 
by  the  hand  of  faith,  that  the  soul  toucheth :  yea  this  alone  both 
i|»  Md  acts  all  the  spiritual  senses  of  that  immaterial  and  divine 
part;  this  sees,  liears,  tasteth,  toucheth  God ;  aiKUwitlumt  this  the 
soul  doth  none  of  these.  All  the  multitude  then  pressed  Christ : 
he  took  not  that  for  a  touch,  since  iaith  was  away ;  only  she 
touched  him,  that  believed  to  receive  virtue  by  his  touch.  Out* 
ward  fiishionableness  comes  into  no  account  witit  God;  that  is 
only  done,  which  the  soul  doth.  It  is  no  hoping,  that  virtue  should 
go  forth  from  Christ  to  us,  when  no  hearty  desires  go  forth  frooi 
1^  to  him.  -He,  that  is  a  Spirit,  looks  to  the  deportment  of  that 
pjurt,  which  resembleth  himself :  as  without  it,  the  body  is  dead ; 
so,  without  the  actions  thereof,  bodily  devotions  are  but  carcasf^- 
.  What  reason  had  our  Saviour  to  challenge  this  touch  ?    SoMt' 
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itdjf  UPfficfud  me.  Th^  multitude)  ia  one  extreinc^  dented  any 
touch  at  aU ;  Peter,  in  another  extvemey  afltrmedte  OYurvtanciimg 
cif  the  multitude ;  betwixt  both,  he,  whp  fek  it,  can.9«y ,  Smtithodf^ 
pouched  me.  Not  ull^  as  Peter;  wAnone^  as  the  mmtitude ;  bat 
^^mebody.  How,  then,  O  Saviour,  h^w  doth  it  appear,  thtt  sbmci^ 
body  touched  thee  ?  For  J  perceipc  viriue  is  gone  out  Jroin  mcm 
The  effect  proves  the  act ;  virtuQ  ^one  out  evinees  the  t^ueb. 
These  two  are  in  thee  convertil^le :  vjftue  cmim^  go  out  of  thee, 
liui  bv  a  touch ;  and  no  touch  can  be  of  Chee,  without  .virtuer 
goiog^  out  from  thee.  That,  which  i».  a  ride  in  nature,  thoit 
<<  eveinr  agent  wm*k$  by  a  contact,*''  hplds  spiritually  too.  Then  dcM 
thou,  6  God,  work  uBon  our  souls^  wbjsn  thou  toucbest  our  hearty 
liy  thy  ^Spirit ;  then  ao  we  react  lupoo  thee,  wheii  we  much  theo 
hy  the  hand  of  our  faith  and  confidence  in  thee :  and  in  botl&  these 
virtue  goes  out  from  thee  to  us ;  yet  goes  not  so  out,  as  that  dieie 
is  lesa  in  thee.  In  all  bodily  emanations,  whose  powers  are  but  fU 
nite,  it  must  needs  follow,  that  the  more  is  sent  ftarth,  the  less  ia 
reserved ;  but,  a^  it  is  in  the  sun,  which  gives  us  ligbt,:yet  losetb 
none  ever  the  more,  the  luminosity  of  it  being  no  whit  impaij^ied  . 
hy  that  perjpetual  emismon  of  lightsome  beams^  so  much  nnxc  ig 
it  ut  Ihee,  the  Father  of  lights. 

Virtue  could  not  to  out  of  thee,  without  thy  knowledge,  widw 
out  thy  sending*  Neither  was  it  in  a  d^like,  or  ia  a  gnideing 
nxpr(4>ration,  t&t  thou  saidst,  Firiue  is  gone  ouijirom  nte.  NOi# 
fihing  .could  please  thee  better,  than  to  feel  virtue  fetched  out  £radi 
th^  Jby  the  liuth  of  the  receiver.  It  is  the  nature  and  praise  of 
good,  to  be  communicative.  None  of  us  would  be  other  than  li« 
bend  of  our  little,  if  we  did  not  fear  it  would  be  lessened  by  imw 
partings  Thou,  that  knovvest  thy  store  so  infinite^  that  partici«« 
paticm  doth  only,  glorify  and  not  diminish  it«  canst  not  but  be 
JDore  willing  to  give,  than  we  to  receive.  If  we  take  but  one 
drop  <tf  water  from  ^e  sea,  or  one  corn  of  sand  from  the  shoi^^ 
there  is  so  much,  though  insensibly,  less ;  but  were  we  capable  of 
irorlds  of  virtue  and  benediction  from  that  munificent  hand^  oar 
enricliine  could  no  whit  impoverish  thee.  Thou,  which  w^ft 
wont  to  hold  it  much  better  to  give  than  to  recervCy  canst  not  bac; 
give  sladly.  Fear  not,  O  my  soul,  to  lade  plentifully  at  this  well, 
Uiis  Ocean  of  Mercy  ;  which,  the  moi-e  thou  takest,  overflows  the 
pore. 

Bat  why  then,  O  Saviour,  why  didst  thou  thus  inquire,  thus 
expostulate  ?  Was  it  for  thy  own  sake ;  that  the  gfory  of  the 
Biiracle  might  thus  come  to  light,  which  otherwise  hsul  been  smo- 
thered in  Hience  ?  Was  it  for  Jairus  bis  sake ;  that  his  depressed^ 
heart  might  be  raised  to  a  confidence  in  thee,  whose  mighty  power 
be  saw  proved  by  this  cure,  whose  omniscienoe  he  saw  proved  tef 
the  knowledge  of  the  cure  ?  Or,  was.  it  chiefly  for  the  womaoi 
sake ;  for  tte  praise  of  her  faith,  for  the  securing  of  her  cmi* 
science  ? 

It  was  within  herself,  that  she  said,  //  /  mtuf  hui  touch :  aoM 
could  hear  this  voice  of  the  heart,  but  be  that  made  it.    It  wat 


i4i  '         COKtEMl»LATIOKS. 

within  herself^  that  die  cure  was  wrought :  none  of  the  beholders 
knew  her  complaint^  much  less  her  recovery ;  none  noted  her 
touch,  none  knew  the  occasion  of  her  touch.  What  a  pattern  of 
powerful  ftiith  had  we  lost,  if  our  Saviour  had  not  called  this  acit  to 
trial !  As  her  modesty  bid*  her  disease,  so  it  would  have  hid  her 
virtue.  Christ  will  not  suffet  this  secresy. 
.  Oh  the  marvellous,  butfree  dispensation  of  Christ !  One  white, 
he  enjoins  a  silence  to.  his  re-cured  patients,  and  is  troubled  with 
their  divulgation  of  his  favour ;  another  while,  as  here,  he  vHll  not 
fese  the  honour  of  a  secret  mercy^  but  fetches  it  out  by  his  inqui- 
siiion^.by  his  profession  3  Who  hath  touched  me  f  for  I  pereeke 
virtue  is  gone  ^ui  from  me*  As  we  see  in  the '  gre^t  work  of  bis 
creation,  he  hath  placed  some  stars  in-the  midst  of  heaven,  where 
they  may  be  most  conspicuous ;  others  he  hklh  set  in  the  southern 
d>scurity,  obvious  to  but  few-eyes :  in  the  e&rth,  he  hath  planted 
some  flowers  and  trees  in  the  famous  gardens  of  the  world  ;  others, 
no  Jess  beautiful,  i»  untracked  woods  or  wild  deserts,  where  they 
are  either  not  seeti ,  or  not  te»rded . 

1 .0  Ood,  if  thou  hav^  intended  to  glorify  thyself  by  thy  graces  in 
us,  thou  wilt  find  means  to  fetch  them  forth  into  th^  notice  of  the- 
world ;  otherwise^  our  very  privacy  shall  content  us,  and  praise 
thee.  ^ 

;^  Yet  even  this  great  faith  wanted  not  some  weakness.  It  wa^  r 
poor  conceit  in  this  woman,  that  she  thought  she  mi^ht  receive  so 
aavereign  a  remedy  from  Christ,  without  his  heed,  without  his' 
laowledge.  Now,  that  she  might  see  she  had  trusted  to  a  power, 
which  Mas  not  more  bountiful  than  sensible,  and  whose  goodness 
did  not  ^exceed  his  apprehension,  but  one,  that  knew  wliat  he- 
parted  with,  and  wilHn^y  parted  with  that  which  he  knew  bene* 
6e]ai  to  so  faithful  a  receiver,  he  can  say.  Somebody  hath  touched 
we,  for  I  percek^e  virtue  is  ^orte  out  ^from  we.  As  there  was  an 
Qrror  in  her  thought,  so  in  our  Saviour^s  words  there  was  a  cor* 
Section*  His  nvercy  will  not  let  her  run  away  with  that  secret  of- 
fence. It  is  a  great  favour  of  God,  to  take  us  ih  the  manner,  and 
to  shame  our  closeness.  We  scour  off  the  rust  from  a  weapon,  that 
we  esteem ;  and  prune  the  vine,  we  care  for.  O  God,  do  thmi 
Qver  find  me  out  in  my  sin  ;  and  do  not  pass  over  my  least  infiroii" 
ties,  without  a  feelincr  controlment. 

Neither  doubt  I,  but  that  herein,  O  Saviour,  thou  didst  gracl- 
oualy  forecast  the  securing  of  the  conscience  of  this  faithful,  though 
overseen,  patient;  which  might  wdl  have  afterwards  raised  some 
just  scruples,  for  the  filching  of  a  cure,  for  unthankfulncss  to  the 
Author  of  her  cure ;  the  continuance  whereof  she  might  have 
good  reason  to  misdoubt,  being  surreptitiously  gotten,  unj^ratefufly 

Sncealed.  .For  prevention  of  all  thesedangers,  and  tfa^  nill  quiet- 
^.of  her  troubled  heart,  how  fitly,  how  mercifulhr-  didst  thou 
being  foiitlt^  this  close  business  to  the  light,  a«d  clear  it  to  the 
bottom  !  It  is  thy  great  mercy,  to  foresee  our  perils;  and  to  re- 
mover them,  ere  we  can  apprehend  the  fear  ot  them  v  as  some 
sklNfiil. physician,  who,  perceiving  a  fever  or  phrensy  conuog/ 
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which  the  distempered  patient  little  misdoubts,  by  seasonable  ap« 
plications  anticipates  tmtt  grievous  malady ;  so  as  the  sick  man 
Knows  his  safety ,  ere  he*  can  suspect  his  danger.  ■ 

Well  might  the  wonian  think,  *^  He,'  who  can  thus  cure,  and 
thus  know  his  cure,  can  as  well  know  my  name,  and  descry  my 
person,  and  shame  and  punish  my  ingratitude  :'^  with  a  pale  face, 
therefore,  and  a  trembling  foot,  she  comes,  and  falls  down  before 
him,  and  humbly  acknowledges  what  ^he  had  done,  what  she  bad 
obtained ;  BtU  the  woman,  finding  she  was  not  hid,  &o.  Could 
she  have  perceived,  that  she  might  have  slyly  gone  away  with  the 
cure,  she  had  not  confessed  it :  so  had  she  made  God  a  loser  of 
glory,  and  herself  an  unthankful  receiver  of  so  ^reat  a  benefit.  ' 

Alight  wc  have  our  own  wills,  we  should  be  injurious,  both  to 
God  and  ourselves.  Nature*lays  such  plots,  as  would  be  sure  to 
befool  us ;  and  is  witty  in  nothing,  but  deceiving  herself*  The  only 
way  to  bring  us  home  is,  to  find  we  are  found,  and  to  be  convinced 
of  the  discovery  of  all  our  evasions ;.  as  some  unskilful  thief,  that 
finds  the  owner's  eye  was  upon  him  in  his  pilfering,  lays  down  his 
stolen  commodity  with  shame :  contrarily,  when  a  man  is  possessed 
with  a  conceit  of  secresy  and  cleanly  escape,  he  is  emboldened  in 
his  lewdness.  The  adulterer  chooses  the  twilight,  and  says,  Na  eye 
shall  see  me ;  and  joys  in  the  sweetness  of  bis  stolen  waters.  O 
God,  in  the  deepest  darkness,  in  my  most  inward  retiredness,  when 
none  sees  me,  when  I  see  not  myself,  yet  let  me  then  see'  thine 
albeetng  eye  upon  me ;  and,  if  ever  mme  eyes  shall  be  shut,  or 
held  with  a  prevailing  temptation,  check  me  with  a  speedy  reproof^ 
that  with  this  abashra  patient,  I  may  come  in,  and  confer  my  er- 
tor,  and  implore  thy  mercy. 

It  is  no  unusual  thing,  for  kindness  to  look  sternly,  for  the  time ; 
that  it  may  endear  itself  more,  when  it  lists  lo  be  discovered.  With 
a  severe  countenance  did  our  Saviour  look  aboiit  him,  and  ask. 
Who  touched  me  ?    When  the  woman  conies  in,  tdembling,  and 
confessing  both  her  act  and  &uocebs,  he  clears  up  his  brows,'  and 
speaks  comfortably  to  her ;  Daughtrr,  be  of  goad  eheer,  thy  faith 
hath  wade  thee  whole ;  gain  peace.   O  sweet  and:  seasonable  word, 
fit  for  those  merciful  and  Divine  lips ;  able,  to  secure  any  heart,  to 
dispel  any  fears !   Still,  O  Saviouc,  thou  doest  thus  to  us :  when 
we  fall  down  before  thee  in  an  aiwful  dejectedness^  thou  rearest 
us  up  with  a  chiserful  and  compassionate  encouragement:  wbea 
thou  findest  us  bold  aad  presumptuous,  thou  lovest  to  taHe.  u^ 
down )  when  humbled,-  it  is  enough  to  have  prostrated  us :  like  a^ 
^at  lion  of  Bethel  wxmies  the  disobedient  prophet,  guarda  the  poor 
ass  that  stood  quaking  before  him ;  or,  like  'some  nd^ty  wind; 
that  bears  over  a  tall  elm  or  cedar  w^th  the  same  breath,  that  it 
raiseth  a  stooping  reed  ;  or,  like  some  eood  physician,  who  find- 
ing the  body  obstructed  and  sarehsrgecf  with  ill  humours,  evacu- 
ates it,  and  when  it  is  sufficiently  pulled  dowq,,  raises  it  up  with 
sovereign  cordials.     And  stilt  do  thou  so  to  my  soul.    If,  at  any 
^ime,  thou  perceivesto^  stiff  and  febelliousi  jfeady  to  face  out  my 
sin  against  thee,  spare  me  not  -,  1^  me  smart,  till  I  relent. ;  iiut 
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a  hTToken  and  contrite^  hearty  thou  mU  md^  O  Lard^  O  Lptd,  de 
not  r^ect. 

It  is  only  thy  word,  which  ^res  what  it  requires ;  comfort  and 
confidcnoe.  Had  any  other  shaken  her  by  the  shoalder,  and 
cheered  her  up  against  those. oppressive  passions,  it  had  bom  bat 
waste  wind.  No  voice,  but  his,  who  hath  power  to  remit  sin,  can 
secure  the  heart  from  tlie  conscience  of  sin,  from  the  pangs  of 
conscience :  In  the  midst  o/^  the  sorroxps  of  my  hearty  thy  cam* 
forts,  0  Loj'dy  thy  comforts  only,  have  power  to  refresh  imf  soui* 

Her  cure  was  Chrisk's  act,  yet  he  gives  the  praise  of  it  to  her  ; 
Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  'whole*  He  had  said  before,  Virtue  is 
gone  otit  train  me ;  now,  he  acknowledges  a  virtue  inherent  in  her. 
It  was  hi^  virtue,  that  cured  iier ;  yet  he  graciously  casts  this  work 
upon  her  faith.  Not  that  her  &ith  did  it  by  way  of  merit,  by  way 
til  efficiency',  bat  by  way  of  impetration.  So  much  did  our  Sau 
Viour  regard  that  faith,  which  he  imd  wrought  in  her,  that  be  will 
honour  it  with  the  success  of  her  cure.  Such,  and  the  same,  is 
atill  the  remedy  of  our  spiritual  diseases,  our  sins :  By  faith,  we 
are  Justified  J  by  faith,  we  are  saved,  Tbou  only,  O  Saviour^ 
canst  heal  us ;  Uiou  wilt  not  heal  us,  but  by  our  faith :  not  as  it 
issues  from  us,  but  as  it  appropriates  thee.  Tlie  sickness  is  ours, 
the  iiemedy  is  ours :  the  sipkness  is  our  own  by  nature ;  the  remedy 
ours  by  thy  grace,  both  working  and  accepting  it.  Our  (aith  is 
no  less  from  thee,  than  thv  cure  is  from  our  faith. 

O  happy  dismission,  do  in  peace  !  How  unqotet  hdd  this  poor 
9oul  formerly  been !  She  had  no  outward  peace  with  her  neigh- 
boiurs ;  diey  shunned  and  abhorred  her  presence,  in  this  condition ; 
yea,  they  must  do  so.  She  had  no  peace  in  body ;  that  was  pained 
and  vexed  with  so  long  and  foul  a  disease.  Much  less  had  she 
peace  in  her  mind,  which  was  ^^rievoasly  disquieted  with  sorrow  for 
her  sickness,  with  aneer  and  discontentment  at  ber  torturing  phy<- 
sicians,  with  fear  of  m  continuance  of  so  bad  a  guest.  Her  aoui, 
for  the  present,  had  no  peace,  from  the  sense  of  her  guikinesa  in 
the  carriage  of  this  business ;  from  the  conceived  displeasure  of 
him,  to  whom  she  came  for  comfort  and  redress.  At  once,  now 
doth  our  Saviour  cabn  all  tliese  storms ;  and,  in  one  word  and  act^ 
restores  to  ber  peace  with  her  neighbmirs,  peace  in  herself;  peace 
in  body,  in  mind,  in  soul :  Go  in  peace.  Even  so,  Lord,  it  was 
for  thee  only,  who  art  the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  bestow  thy  peace 
where  thou  pbeasest.  Our  body,  mind,  donl,  estate  is  thine ;  who- 
dier  to  afflict,  or  ease.  It  is  a  wonder,  if  all  of  us  do  not  ail  some- 
what. In  vafm  shall  we  speak  peace  to  lourselvesv  in  vain  shall  the 
World  speak  peace  to  us,  except' thou  say  to  tis,  as  <hou  didst  td 
this  distressed  soul,  Go  in  pecace.   .        Matikew  it,  -  Luke  viVi. 
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?ow  troublesome  did  the  people's  importunity  seem  to  Jairus! 
hat  great  man  came  to  sue  unto  Jesus,  for  his  dying  daughter. 
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^The  throng  of  the  multitude  intercepted  him.  ICvary  man  is  most 
aensible  of  his  own  necessity.  It  is  no  strainmg  courtesy,  in  die 
<^ballen0e  of  our  interest  in  Christ :  there  is  no  unmaBneriiness,  in 
«>ur  strife  for  the  matest  share  iii  his  presence  and  benediction. 

That  only  child  of  this  Ruler  lay  a  dying,  when  he  came  to  so* 
licit  Christ's  aid ;  and  was  dead,  while  he  solicited  it.  There  was 
hope,  in  her  sickness ;  in  her  extremity,  there  was  fear ;  ^in  her 
death,  despair  and  impossibility,  as  they  thought,  of  help :  Thv 
daughter  ts  dead;  trouble  not  the  Master.  When  we  have  to  do 
with  a  mere  finite  power,  this  word  were  but  just.  He  was  a  pro- 
phet,  no  less  than  a  kint?,  that  said.  While  the  child  was  yet  iurvCy 
I  fasted  and  wept;  for  I  said,  Who  can  tell,  whether  God  will  bt 
gracious  to  me^  that  the  child  may  live  ?  But  now  he  is  dead,  where* 
fore  should  I  fast  ?  Can  I  briiig  him  back  again  ?  I  shall  go  to 
kim^  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me.  But,  since  thou  hast  to  d# 
with  an  omnipotent  a^nt,  know  now,  O  thou  faithless  messenger, 
that  death  can  be  no  bar  to  his  power.  How  well  would  it  have 
become  thee,  to  have  said,  ^^  Thy  daughter  is  dead ;  but  who  can 
tell,  whether  thy  God  and  Saviour  will  not  be  gracious  to  thee, 
that  the  child  may  revive  ?  Cannot  jie,  in  whose  hands  are  the  is. 
sues  of  death,  bring  her  back  again  ?'' 

Here  were  more  manners,  than  faith ;  Trouble  not  the  Master, 
InfideEty  is<ill  for  ease ;  and  thinks  every  eood  work  tedious.  That, 
which  nature  accounts  troublesome,  is  pleasing  and  delightful  to 
grace.  Is  it  any  pain,  for  a  hungry  man  to  eat  ?  O  Saviour,  it 
was  thy  meat  and  drink  to  do  thy  Father"* s  will ;  and  his  will  was, 
that  tmm  shouldest  bear  our  griefs,  and  take  away  our  sorrows.  It 
cannot  be  tliy  trouble,  which  is  our  happiness,  that  we  may  stiH 
sue  to  thee. 

Tlie  messenger  could  not  so  whisper  his  ill  news,  but  Jesus  heard 
it.  Jairus  hears  that  he  feared ;  and  was  nc^  heartless,  with  so  sad 
tidings.  He,  that  resolved  not  to  trouble  the  Master,  meant  to 
take  so  much  mqre  trouble  to  hi^iself,  and  would  now  yield  to  a 
hopeless  sorrow.  He,  whose  work  it  is  to  comfort  the  afflicted, 
rottseth  up  the  dgected  heart  of  that  pensive  father :  Fem*  not; 
beUroe  onhf,  and  she  shall  be  made  whole. 

The  word  was  not  more  cheerful,  than  diiBcult.  Fear  not! 
Who  can  be  insensible  of  so  great  an  evil  ?  Where  death  hath  once 
asized,  who  cu  but  doubt  he  will  keep  his  hold  ?  No  less  hard  \%*as 
it,  not  to  grieve  for  the  k>ss  of  an  only  child,  than  not  to  fear  th<^ 
im^nuance  a£  the  cause  of  diat  grief. 

Ib  a  perfect  fiuth,  there  is  no  fear :  by  how  much  more  we  fetfrv 
Vy  so'  much  less  we  believe.  Well  are  these  two  then  oaupled> 
jhtair  not^  believe  only.  O  Saviour,  if  thou  didst  not  command  us 
somewhat  beyond  nature,'  it  were  no  thank  to  us  to  obey  thee. 
While  the  duid  was  aUve,  to  bdieve  that  it  might  recover,  it  was 
no  hard  task ;  but  now  that  she  was  fully  dead,  to  believe  she  should 
Eve  again)  was  a  work  not'  easy  for  Jairus  to  apprehend,  though 
easy  ror  thee  to  efiect :  yet  mast  that  be  believed,  else  there  is  no 
capaoity  of  so  great  a  mercy.  As  loevcj  sofaitb  is  stronger  than 
death;   makjuig-lthose' bonds  no  other,  than,  as  Samson  did  his 
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ivithes,"-  like  threads  of  tow.  How  much  natural  impossibility  is 
there,  in  the  return  of  these  bddtes  from  the  dust  of  their  earthy 
into  which,  through  many,  degrtjes  of  corruption;  they  are  at  the 
fast  mouldered !  Fear  not,  O  my  soul ;  believe  only  i  it  must,  it 
^U  be  done. 

'The  sum  of  Jairus  his  first  suit  was  for  the  health,  not  for  the 
teauscitation,  of  his  daughter;  now  that  she  was  dead,  he  would, 
if  he  durst,  have  been  glad  to  have  asked  her  lite.  And  now,  be« 
bold,  our  Saviour  bids  him  expect  both  her  life  and  herliealth{ 
2^Ay  daughter  s/idll  be  made  whole :  alit'^e,  from  her  death ;  whole, 
from  her  disease.  Thou  didst  not,  O  Jairus,  thou  daredst  not  ask 
so  much  as  thou  receivest.  How  glad  wonldest  thou  have  been, 
since  this  last  news,  to  have  had  thy  daughter  alive,  though  weak 
and  sickly  !  Now  thou  shalt 'receive  her,  not  living  only,  but  sound 
•nd  vigorous. '  Thou  dost  not,  O  Saviour,  measure  thy  gifts  by 
our  petitions,  but  by  our  wantsand  thine  own  mercies. 

Tnis  work  might  have  been  as  easily  done,  by  an  absent  com* 
mand;  the  power  of  Christ  was  there,  while  himself  was  away: 
but  he  will  go  personally  to  the  place,  tliat  lie  might  be  confessed 
the  Author  of  so  great  a  miracle. 

O  Saviour,  thou  lovest  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning:  thy 
chief  pleasure  is  the  comfort  of  the  afflicted. 

What  a  confusion  there  is  in  worldly  sorrow !  The  mother  shrieks, 
the  servants  cry  out,  the  people  make  lamentation,  the  minstrels 
bowl  and  strike  dolefully  ;  so  as  the  ear  might  question,  whether 
the  ditty  or  the  instrument  were  more  heavy.  If  ever  expressions 
of  sorrow  sound  well,  it  is  when  death  leads  the  quire.  Soon  dodi 
pur  Saviour  charm  this  noise,  and  turns  these  unseasonable  mourn" 
ers,  whether  formal  or  serious,  out  of  doors.  Not  that  he  dislikei 
music,  whetheir  to  condole  or  comfcnt ;  but  that  be  had  life  iu:bis 
eye,  and  would  have  them  know  that  he  hdd  these  funeral  6ere* 
monies  to  be  tob  early,  and  long  before  their  time;  Give  place; 
for  the  maid  is  not  dsady  bui  sleepith.  Had  she  .been  dead,  she 
bad  but  slept ;  now  she  was  not  de«d,  but  asleep,  because  he  meant 
this  nap  of  death  should  be  so  ^ort,  and  Her  awakening  so  speedy. 
Death  and  sleep  are  alike  to.  him,  who  can  oast  whom  ne  will  into 
the  sleep  of  death,  and  awake,  wbdn  and  whom  he  pleaseth  out  of 
that,  deadly  sleep.  •  .  • 

Before,  the  people  and  domestics  of  Jairus  heU  Jesus  for  a  pro- 
phet; now,  they  took  him  for  a  dreamer:  Not  dead^.jbutasUep! 
rhey,  that  came  to  mouni,  cannot  nbw  forbear  to  lang^.  "  H»v* 
wip  inped.aJt  so  many  funerals,  and.  seen  and  'hueadotdd  so  many 
cprp0e8i>  ai»d  cannot  we! distinguish  betwixt  sleep  and  death  ?'  The 
ey^s  areiset ;  tfie  bix^th  is  gone ;  the  ^limbs  are  stiff  fwl  coli 
Who  ev0ic  cU^d,  if  she  do  but  sleep  ?"  How  easily  may  our  wdsM 
or  s^nsp-befpoJ  uBia  \>mm  matderi!  t Those,  that  are  ^^f^^ 
i^df^  *nn«iturbl  things,  are  ready  to  laugh  God  to  stoniyWhen 
he  speaks  bey-ofid  their  eompass ;  and  are  by  him  justly  laughed  w 
scorn,  fgr  their  unbelief,  vain  and  faitttless'men !  as  ifiiw  ™^* 
nuted  poorer  of  the.Aknighty  could  not  mietke  good  Ws  own  woro» 
and  turn  either  sleep  into  death,  or  death,  into  sleep,  at  plesfltti^ 
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tjte  many  miautes,  they  shall  be  ashamed  of  their  ecror  sLnd  incrc- 
dulitv. 

There  wete  witnesses  enough  of  her  death  I  there  shall  ndt  be 
many  of  her  restoring.  Three  choice  disciples  and  the  two  parents 
are  only  admitted,  to  the  view  and  testimony  of  this  miraciibUs 
Work.  The  eyes  of  those. incredulous  scoffers  were  not  Worthy  of 
this  honour*  Our  infidelity  makes,  us  incapable  of  the  secret  ia^ 
vours  and  the  highest  counsek  of  the  Almighty. 

What  did  these  scorners  think  and  say ,  when  they  saw  him  put* 
ting  the  minstreb  and  people  out  of  doors  ?  ^^  Doubtless,  the  maid 
18  but  asleep ;  the  man  fears  lest  the  noise  shall  awake  her ;  we 
must  speak  and  tread  softly,  that  we  disquiet  her  not :  Whdt  will 
he  ana  his  disciples  do  the  while  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  feared,  they  will 
startle  her  out  of  her  rest?**  Those,  that  are  shut  out  from  the 
participation  of  God^s  counsels,  think  M  hb  words  and  projects 
no  better  than. foolishness*  .    . 

But  art  thou,  O  Saviour,  ever  the  more  discouraged,  by  the 
derision  and  censure  of  the^  scornful  unbelievers  ?  Because  fools 
jeer- thee,  dost  thou  forbear  thy  work  ?.  Surely,  I  do  not  perceive^ 
that  thou  heedest  them,  save  for  contempt;  or  carest  more  fot 
their  words,  than  their  silence.  It  is  enough,  that  thine  act  shaU 
soon  honour  tbte^  and  convince  them.  He  took  her  by  the  hand^ 
and  called^  ^ying^Maidi  arise ;  trnd  heir  spirit  came  again,  and- 
she  arose  straightway^ 

How  could  that  touch,  that  call,  be  other  than  effectual  i  Ha^ 
who  made  that  hand,  touched'  it ;  and  he>  who  sl^ll  once  say. 
Arise f  ve  dead^  said  now.  Maid,  arise.  Death  cannot  b^t  obey 
him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  Life.  The  soul  is  ever  equally  in  his 
hand,  who  is  the  God  of  Sphrits :  it  cantiot  but  go  and  come«t  his 
command.  When  he  says.  Maid,  arise^  the  n6w-dis8olved  spirit 
knows  his  office,  his  jplace ;  and  instantly  reassumes  thi^  room^ 
which  bjT  his  appointment  it  had  left. 

O  Saviour,  if  thou  do  but  bid  my  soul  to  arise  from  the  death 
of  sin,  it  cannot  fie  still ;  if  thou  bid  my  body  to  arise  from  the 
grave,  my  soul  cannot  but  glance  down  from  lier  heaven,  and  aai'* 
OAte  it  In  vain,  shall  my  sin  or  my  grave  o&r  to  withhold  me 
from.  thee. 

The  maid  revives :  not  now  to  languid  for  a  time  upon  her  wik^ 
bed,  and  by  some  fiiint  degrees  to  gather  an  insensible  strength ; 
but,  at  once,  she  arises  from  her  death  and  from  her  couch ;  at 
once,  she  puts  off  her  fever  with  her  dissolution ;  she  .finds  her  lift 
and  her  feet,  at  once ;  at  once,  she  finds  her  feel  and  her  stomach: 
He  commanded  to  give  her  meat.  Omnipotency  dothr  not  use  to 
go  the  pace  of  nature.  All  God's  immediate  woite  are,  like  him« 
self,  perfect.  He,  that  raised  her  supematuraily,  could  have  so 
fcd  her..  It  was  never  the  purpose  of  his  power,  .to  put  ordinary 
Bieans  out  of  office.  Luke  viii. 
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THE  MOTION  OF  THE  TWO  FIERY  DISCIPLES 

REPELLED. 

Ths  time  (ke«r  ta,  wherein  Jesus  most  be  received  up.  He  must 
take  death  in  his  way.  Calvary  is  in  his  passage  to  mount  Olivet. 
He  must  be  lift  up  tm  the  cros^^  thence  to  climb  into,  his  heaveo. 
Yet  this  comes  not  into  mention ;  as  if  all  the  thought  of  death 
were  swallowed  up  in  this  victory  over  death.  NeitlKr,  O  &iviour, 
is  it  otherwise  with  us,  the  weak  members  of  thy  mystical  bodj. 
We  must  die ;  we  shall  be  glorified.  What  if  death  staiid  bdfore 
Us  ?  we  look  beyond  him,  at  that  transcendent  gbiy.  How  should 
inm-  be  dismayed  widi  that  pain,  which  is  attended  with  a  biased 
immortality  i 

The  sttoogest  receipt  ac aii»t  death  is  the  happy  estate  that  fbl- 
lows  it ;  next  to  that,  is  me  fore-expectation  of  it  and  rewlutioB 

Sinst  it :  £fe  eiedfasify  set  his  face,  U  go  to  JeruMiem ;  Jeru. 
m,  the  nest  of  hb  enemies,  the  amphitlieatre  t>f  his  conflicts, 
the  fatal  place  of  his  dead).  Weil  did  be  know  tbe  (dots  and  mo. 
bwhes,  tnat  were  laid  for  him,  and  the  bloody  issue  of  those  de- 
feigns:  jet,  he  will  go;  and  goes,  resolved  fur  the  worst.  It  isa 
sure  and  wise  waVy  to  said  our  thoughts  before  us,  to  ffrappie  witk 
ibose  evils,  which  we  know  must  be  encountt^ed.  The  eneiov  i> 
half  overcome,  that  is  well  prepared  for.  The  stronrat  imschief 
oiay  be  outftced,  with  a  seasonable  fbre-reaokidon.  Theie  caa  be 
no  neater  disadvantage,  than  the  suddenness  of  a  surprisil.  0 
Goa»  what  I  have  not  the  power  to  avoid,  let  me  have  tne  wisdon 
to  expect. 

The- way  firom  GaUlee  to  Judea  lay  through  the  reeiob  of  Si* 
mariaj  if  not  the- city*  Christ  now,  towards  Uie  end  of  ois  pmach* 
ing^.  could  not  but  be  attended  with  a  multitude ,  of  fioUoweis.  It 
Was  necessary  there  should  be  purveyors  and  harbingers,  to  pro- 
cure lodgings  and  provision  for  so  large  a  troop.  Seme  of  his  omtd 
vetinue  are  addressed  to  tUs  servioe.  They  seek  not  for  palsces 
and  delicaeiesy  but^for  house-room  and  victuab.  It  was  he,  irfa^ 
the «&ith  was^and  thefuliiess  thereof ,  whose  the  heavens  are  and 
^  the  mansions  therein ;  yet  he,  who  could  have  commanded  angeb) 
sues  to  Samasitanar  he,  that  IHled  and  compieheaded  heaven,  sends 
for  shehter  in  4k  JSamaiitan  cottage,  it  was  thy  choice,  O  Saviour^ 
to  take  Tipon  thee  the  shape,  not  of  a<  prince,  but  of  a  servant* 
How  can  me.  either  neglect  mc&ns  w  oespise  homeliness,  when 
thou,  the  God  of  all  the  World,  wouldst  stoop  to  the.  sait  of  to 
p6or  a  pnovision  ? 

We  k^ow*well,  in  what  terms  the  Samaritans  stood  with  the  Je^ 
ae  much  mooe  hoistile,  as  they  did  m£»«  symbolize  fn  matter  of 
tieligion.  No  nations  were  mutsalhr  so  hateful  to  each  other.  A 
Samarita»'s>  bread  was  no  better  than  swineVfiesb.  Their  va^ 
fire,  and  water,  was  not  more  grudged,  than  infectious.  Tte 
looking  towards  Jerusalem  was  here  cause  enough  of  repulse,  w 
enmity  is  so  desperate,  as  that,  which  arises  from  matter  of  ren- 
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mum*    Agreement  in  some  points,  when  diere  are  dififerences  in 
the  main,  doth  but  adrance  hatred  the  more. 

It  is  not  more  strange,  to  hear  the  Son  of  God  sue  for  a  lodgings 
than  to  hear  him  rejpeUed. 

Upon  so  churlish  a  denial^  the  two  angry  disoiples  return 'to 
their  Master,  on  a  fiery  errand ;  Lardy  wilt  thou,  that  we  command 
fire  to  came  down  from  heauen^  and  consume  them^  as  Elias  did  f 

The  sons  of  thunder  would  be  lightning  straight.  Their  zeal, 
whether  as  kinsmen  or  disciples,  could  not  brook  so  harsh  a  lefiiisal* 
As  they  were  naturally  more  hot  than  their  fellows,  so  now  they 
thought  their  piety  bade  tbem  be  impatient. 

Yet  they  dare  not  but  begin  with  leave ;  Mastery  wilt  thou  f 
His  will  must  lead  theirs ;  their  choler  cannot  drive  their  wills  be-> 
fore  his :  all  their  motion  is  from  him  only.  True  disciples  are 
like  those  artificial  engines,  which  go  no  otherwise,  than  they  are 
set ;  or,  like  little  children,  that  speak  nothing,  but  what  they  are 
taught.  O  Saviour,  if  we  have  wills  of  our  own,  we  are  not  thine. 
Do  thou  set  me,  as  thou  wouldst  have  me  go ;  do  thou  teach  me^ 
what  thou  wouldst  have  me  say  or  do. 

A  mannerly  preface  leads  in  a  faulty  suit ;  Mastery  wilt  tkou^ 
that  we  command  fire  to  come  down  from  heaveUy  and  consume 
them  f  Faulty,  both  in  presumption,  and  in  desire  of  private  re^ 
F»)ffe.  I  do  not  hear  them  say,  ^*  Master,  will  it  please  thelb,  what 
art  me  sole  Lord  of  the  Heavens  and  the  Elements^  to  command 
fire  from  heaven  upon  these  men  ?**  but,  fVilt  thouy  thai  we  com-- " 
mand  f  As  if,  because  they  had  power  eiven  them  over  diseases 
and  unclean  spirits,  thererore  heaven  ana  earth  were  in  their  ma^ 
naging.  How  easily  might  they  be  mistaken !  Their  large  com* 
mission  had  the  just  limits.  Subjects,  that  have  munificent  grants 
from  their  princes,  can  challenge  nothing,  beyond  the  words  of 
their  patent.  And,  if  the  fetdiing  down  fire  from  heaven  were 
less  than  (he  dispossesstng  of  devils,  (since  the  Devil  shall  enaUe 
the  beast  to  do  thus  much,}  vet  how  possible  is  it,  to  do  the  greater 
and  stick  at  the  less,  where  both  depend  upon  a  delegated  power ! 
The  magicians  of  I^ypt  coukl  bring  forth  frogs  and  blood;  they, 
could  not  bripg  lice :  ordinary  corruption  can  dp  that,  which  they 
Cfmld  not. 

It  is  the  fitthion  of  our  bold  nature,  upon  an  inch  giv^,  to  efaal* 
fenge  an  ell ;  and,  where  we  find  ourselves  graced  with  some  abili* 
ties,  to  flatter  ourselves  with  the  faculty  of  more. 

I  grant,  filtk  hath  done  as  great  things^as  evear  presuii^>tion  xan* 
dertjook ;  but  there  is  great  difference  in  the  enterprises  of  both. 
The  one  hath  a  warrant,  either  by  instinct  or  express  command ; 
the  other  none  at  all.  Indeed,  had  these  two  disciples  eitlier  mcanty 
or  said,  ^'  Master,  if  it  be  thy  pleasure,  to  command  us  to  call 
down  fire  iroih  heaven,  we  know  thy  wcMrd  shall  enable  us  to  do 
what  thou  requirest ;  if  the  words  be  ours,  the  power  shall  b%  diine  ;** 
this  had  been  but  holy,  modest,  faitfaM :  but,  if  they  supposed 
there  needed  nothing,  save  a  leave  only ;  and  that,  might  they  be 
but  let  loose,  they  could  go  alone;  they  presumed^  they  ofPeadod. 
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Yetf  had  they  thus  overshot  tiieinselves  in  some  pious  and.dia- 
ritable  motion,  the  fault  had  beeu  the  less ;  now,  the  act  had  in  it, 
both  crudty  and  privatejrevenge. 

Their  zeal  was  not  worthy  of  more  praise,  than  their  fury  of 
censure.  That  fire  should  mi  down  from  heaven  upon  men,  is  a 
fearful  thing  to  think  of,  and  that  which  hath  not  been  often  done. 
It  was  done,  in  the  case  of  Sodom ;  when  those  five  uncleau  cities 
burned  with  the  unnatural  fire  of  hellish  lust :  it  was  done,  two 
several  times,  at  the  suit  of  Elijah :  it  was  done,  in  a  height  of 
trial,  to  that  great  pattern  of  patience.  I  find  it  no  more ;  and 
tremble  at  these  I  find.  But,  besides  the  dreadfulness  of  the  judg- 
iBent  itself,  who  can  but  quake  at  the  thought  of  the  suddenness 
of  this  destruction,  which  sweeps  away  botti  body  and  soul  io  a 
state  of  unpreparation,  of  unrepentance ;  so  9b  this  fire  should  but 
begin  a  worse,  this  heavenly  flame  should  but  kindle  that  of  hell  i 

Thus  unconceivaUy  heavy  was  the  revenge :  but  what  was  the 
ofience  i  We  have  learned,  not  to  think  any  indignity  li^ht,  that 
IS  offered  to  the  Son  of  God ;  but  we  know  these  spiritual  aflronts 
are  capable  of  degrees.  Had  these  Samaritans  reviled  Christ  and 
his  tram,  had  they  violently  assaulted  him,  had  they  followed  him 
with  stones  in  their  hands  and  blasphemies  in  their  mouths,  it  had 
been  a  Just  provocation  of  so  horrible  a  vengeance :  now,  the  wrong 
was  only  negative ;  the^  received  him  not :  and  that,  not  out  pf  any 
particular  quarrel  or  dislike  of  his  person,  but  of  his  nation  only; 
,the  men  had  been  welcbme,  had  not  their  country  distasted.  All 
the  charge,  that  I  hear  our  Saviour  give  to  his  disciples,  in  case  <^ 
their  rejection,  is,  1/  they  receive  you  not,  Shake  off  the  dust  of 
your  JeeL  Yet  this  was  amongst  their  own,  and  when  they  went 
on  that  sacred  errand  of  publishing  the  Gospel  of  Peace.  These 
were  strangers  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel.  This  measure 
was  not  to  preachers,  but  to  travellers ;  only  a  mere  inhospitality 
to  misliked  guests.  Yet  no  less  revenge  will  serve  them^  than  fix^ 
from  heaven. 

I  dare  say  for  you,  ye  holy  dons  of  Zebedee,  it  was  not  your 

.spleen,  but  your  zeal,  that  was  guilty  of  so  bloody  a  suggestion. 

Your  indignation  could  not  but  be  stirred,  to  see  the  greatrroohet 

and  Saviour  of  the  World  so  unkindly  repelled  ;  yet  all  this  wiunot 

ekcuse  you  from  a  rash  cruelty,  from  an  inordinate  r^e. 

Even  the  best  heart  may  easily  be  miscarried  with  a  well«aieant 
zeal.  •  No  affection  is  either  more  necessary  or  better  accepted. 
Love  to  any  object  cannot  be  severed  from  hatred  of  the  contrary ' 
whence  it  is,  that  aU  creatures,  which  have  the  concupiscible  part» 
have  also  the  irascible  adjoined  unto  it.  Anger,  and  displeasure, 
is  not  so  much  an  etiemy,  as  a  guardian  and  champion  of  love. 
Whoever,  therefore,  is  rightly  affected  to  his  Saviour,  cannot  but 
find  much  regret  at  hi^  wronss. 

O  grai;;ious  and  divine  zeal,  the  kindly  warmth  and  vital  temper 
of  piety,  whither  hast  thou  withdrawn  thyself  from  the  cold  hearts 
of.  men  r  Or,  is  this  according  to  the  just  constitution  of  the  old 
and  decrepit  a^e  of  the  world,  into  which  we  are  fallen  ?  Ho«c 
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mxtxysLxe  there,  ^ttliink  tbore  is  no.  wisdom,  but  in' a  dull  indif- 
ferencjr ;  and  choose  rather  to  freeze  tban  bum !  How  quick  and 
apprehensive  are  men,  in  cases  of  their  own  indignities !  how  in-* 
sensible  of  their. Saviour's!     . 

But  jtherer  is  nothing  so  ilj,  as  the  corruption  of  the  best.  Rec* 
tified  zeal  is  not  more  commendable  and  useful,  than  inordinate 
and  misguided  is  hateful  and  daugerous.  Fire  is  a  necessary  and 
beneficial  element ;;  but  if  it  be  once  misplaced,  and  have  caught 
upon  the  beams  of  our  houses  or  stacks  of  our  corn,,  nothing  can 
be  more  direful. 

Thus,  sometimes,  zeal  turns  murder,  fThe^j  that  kUlyou^  shall 
think  they  do  Gpd  serx^cej ;  sometimes,  phrenzy;  sometimes,  rude 
indiscreftion.  Wholesome  aAd  blessed  is  that  zeal,  that  is-  well 
grounded  and  well  governed :  grounded  upon  the  word  of  truth, 
not  upon  unstably  Uncies ;  goverqed.by  wisdom  and  charity :  wis- 
dom, to  avoid  rashness  and  excess ;  charity,  to  avoid  just  .ofience. 

No  motion  can  w;uit  a  pretence.  '^  Elias  did  so ;  why  not  we  ? 
He  was  a  holy  profrfiet.  The  occasi^on,  the  {dace  abludes  not 
much..  Th/ore,  wroiig  was  offered  to  a  servant ;  here,'  to  his  master : 
there,  to  a  man ;  here,  to  a  C^od  and  man.  If  Elias  then  did  it, 
why  not  we  ?'^  There  is  nothing  more  perilous,  than  to  draw  all 
the  actions  of  holy  men  into  examples :  for,  as  the  best  men  have 
their  weaknesses,  sO' they  are  not  privileged  from  letting  fall  un- 
justifiable actions.  Besides  that,  tiyey  may  have  had  perhaps  pe- , 
iculiar  warrants  signed  from  heaven,  whether  by  .instinct  or  special 
command,  which  we  shall  expect  in  .vam.  There  must  be  much 
caution  used,  in  our  imitation  of  the  best  patterns,  whether  in  re- 
spect of  the  persons  or  things ;  elise  we  shall  make  qurselves  apes, 
and  our  acts  sinful  absurdities. 

It  is  a  rare  tiling,  for  our  Saviour  to  find  fault  with  the  errors  of 
zeal,.^veh  wher^  have  appeared  sensible  weaknesses.  If  Moses^ 
in.  ^  sacred  rase  and  indignation  >  brake  the  tables  written  with 
God^s  own  band,  I  find, him  not  checked.  Here,  our  meek  Saviour 
turns  back,  and  frowns  upon  his  furious  suitors,  and  takes  them  up 
ro.uQdly ;  Fe  Jtnow  not  ^  what  spirit  ye  are.  The  faults  of  un- 
piiaritableness  cannot  be  swallowed  up  in  zeal.  If  there  were  any 
CQJour  to  bide  the  blemishes  of  thismisdisposition,  it  should  be  this 
crimson  die,  But  he,  that  needs  not  our  lie,  will  let  us  know,  lie 
needs  not  o6r  injury  ;  and  bates  to  have  a  good  cause  supported 
by  the  violation  of  our  charity.  We  have  no  reason  to  aisclaim 
our  passions.  Even  the  Son  of  God  chides  sometimes ;  yea,  where 
he  loves.  It  oiiends  not,  tliat  our  adections  are  moved ;  but  Uiat 
they  are  inordinate. 

It  was  a  sharp  word,  Ye  know  ?iot  qf  what  spirit  ye  are.  Another 
man  would  not  perhaps  have  felt  it ;  a  disciple  doth.  Tender  hearts 
are  galled  with  that,  which. the  carnal  mind  slighteth.  The  spirit 
of  Klias  was  tliat,  whiich  they  meant  to  assume  and  imitate :  they 
bhall  now  know  their  mark  was  mistaken.  How  would  they  have 
hated  to  think,  that  any  other  but  God's  Spirit  had  stirred  them 
up  to  this  passionate  motion  !  now  they  shall  know  it  was  wrought 
bj  that  m  Spuit,  whom  they  professed  to  hate. 
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It  is  far  from  tlve  gMd-  Spirit  of  God^  t^  stir  np  any  nnnto 
private  revenge,  or  tnirtt  of  blood.  .  Not  an  eagle,  but  a  dov^ 
was  the  shape,  Trherein  be  cbo^e  to  appear.  Ndther  '^rovidit  dm, 
O  God,  be  in  the  whirlwind,  or  in  tne  fire,  but  in  dbe  ush  voice. 
O  Saviour,  what  do  we  seek  for  any  precedent  \fdt  thine,  whose 
name  we  challenge  ?  Thou  earnest  to  thine  awn's  thine  eaom  re- 
ceived thee  not.  Didst  thou  call  for  fire  from  hewen  upon  A^m  i 
Didst  thou  not  rather  send  down  waiter  f^om  thy  compa^aioBateeyes; 
and  weep  for  them,  by  whom  thou  must  Uom  ?  Bettsr  bad  ttboen 
for  us,  never  to  have  had  any  spirit^  t^n  any  but  thine.  We  cu 
be  no  other  than  wicked,  if  our  merdos  be  cruelty. 

But  is  it  tile  name  of  Elias,  O  ye  zealots,  whicli  ye  pretand  for 
a  colour  of  your  impotent  desire  r  Ye  do  not  consider  the  difler. 
enoe  betwixt  his  spirit  and  yours.  His  was  extraordinaiy  and-he- 
roical ;  besides  the  instinct  or  secret  commaiid  of  Grod  for  tbb  act 
of  his :  far  otherwise  is  it  with  you,  who  by  a  carnal  distemper 
are  moved  to  thisfiirious  suggestion.  Those,  that  would  imitate 
God's  saints  in*singular  actions,  must  see  they  go  upon  the  same 
grounds.  Without  the  same  spirit  and  the  same  warrant,  it  is  eitber 
a  mockery  or  a  sin  to  make  them  our  copies. 

Elias  is  no  fit  pattern  for  disciples,  but  tlieir  Master :  The  Son 
of  Man  eame  not  to  desit'oy  men's  lives y  but  to  save  them,  Thea 
9X,e  our  actions  and  intentions  warrantable'  and  praise-worthy,  Wbea 
they  accord  with  his.  O  Saviour,  when  we  look  into  :^faose  sacred 
Acttf  and  Monuments  of  thine,  we  find  many  a  life,  which  thoa 
preservedst  from  perishing ;  some,  that  had  perished,  by  thee  rs^ 
called ;  never  any  fay  thee  destnojed.  Only  one  poor  fig-tree,  as 
the  real  emUrm  of  tny  severity  to  the  unfruitfal,  was  blasted  and 
withered  by  thy  curse.  But  to  man,  how,  ever,  favourable  aad 
indulgent  wert  thou  !  So  replsUed  as  thou  wert,  so  reviled,  so  per- 
secuted, laid  for,  sold,  betrayed,  apprehended,  arraigned,  oan^ 
demned,  crucified ;  yet  what  one  man  didst  thou  strike  dead,  for 
these  heinous  indignities  i  Yea,  when  one  of  thine  enemies  lost 
but  an  car  in  that  ill  quarrel,  thou  gavest  that  ear  to  him,  who  came 
to  take  life  from  thee.  I  find  some,  whom  thou  didst  scourge  aiid 
correct,  as  the  sacrilegious  money-changers;  none,  whom  thoa 
kiUedst.  Not  that  thou  either  lovest  not;  or  requirest  not  the  duly- 
severe  execution  of  justice.  Whose  sword  is  it,  that  princes  bear, 
but  thine?  Offenders  must  smart  and  bleed.  This  b  a  just  sequel, 
but  not  the  intention  of  thy  coming ;  thy  will,  not  thy  drift. 

Good  princes  make  wholesome  laws,  fo(r  the  weU-orderiogof 
their  people.  There  is  no  authority,  without  due  coercion,  ihe 
violation  of  these  good  laws  is  fallowed  with  death ;  whose  end  was 
preservation,  life,  order :  and  this,  not  so  much  for  revenge  of  an 
oflfence  past,  as  for  prevention  of  future  mischief. 

How  can  we  then  ^K>ugh  love  and  praise  thy  mercy,  O  thoa 
Preserver  of  Men  i  How  should  we  imitate  thy  saving  and  bena- 
ficent  disposition  towards  mankind !  as  knowing,  the  more  we  can 
help  to  save,  the  nearer  we  come  to  thee,  that  earnest  to  save  all; 
ana  the  more  deatmctive  we  are,  the  more  we  resemble  bnn  «^ 
is  Abaddonj  a  murderer  from  the  beginning.  Luke  ix. 
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THE  TEN  LEPERS. 

Tax  SunarHans  wei^  tainted,  not  with  sehism,  but  beresjf ,  l^ut 
fagnoBm ;  our  Saviour  yet  baiks  them  not,  but  makes  iMe  of  the 
wajr  as  it. lies,  and  bcgrt;owB  upon  them  the  Gouriesv  of  tome  mira* 
da.  Smns'ki&d  ef  commerce  is  iawfiil,  even  witn  those  without. 
Termaof  cntireneiB  and  leagues  pf  iniward  amity  are  here  unfit, 
trnwarrantahle,  dan^enaQS ;  bat  civil  respects,  and  wise  uses  tf 
them  for  omr  convemeoee  or  nooessityy  need  not,  must  not  be  fi»- 
borne. 

Ten  Lepers  are  here  met  Those,  that  are  excluded  from  all 
other  socie^,  seek  the  company  of  each  other.  FeHoisihip  is  thct^ 
we  all  natorally  affect,  though  even  in  leprosy.  ^Ev«r,  lepers  will 
flock  to  their  felhiws :  where  shall  we  find  one  spiritual  leper  atone? 
Dmnkards,  profane  persons,  heretics  will  be  sure  to  conson  With 
their  matofaes.  Why  should  Bot  God's  saints  delight  in  a  holy 
communion  i  Why  is  it  not  our  chief  joy,  t|0  assemble  in  good  ? 

Jews  and  Sammitans  could  not  abide  ono  anothar ;  yet  herei  in 
kfrosy,  diey  accord :  bore  was  oi^e  Samaritan  leper  with  the  Je#*' 
ISO :  comoranity  of  passion  hath  made  them  friends,  whom  even 
xdigion  disjoined.  What  virtue  there  is  in  misery,  that  can  unite 
oven  the  asost  eetranged  hearts! 

I  seek  not  mystery  in  the  number.  .These  ten  are  met  togethers^ 
and  all  meet  Christ :  not  casually »  but  upon  due  deliberation ;  they 
purposehr  united  for  this  opportunity.  No  aaarvd,  if  they  thouglift' 
BO  attendamce  long,  to  be  d^ivered  from  so  loathsome  and  misen^le* 
a  disease.  Great  Naaman  could  be  fflad  to  come  ftom  SftiA  to 
Judea,  in  hope  of  leaving  that  hatefiu  ^est  behind  him.  We  are 
^  sensible  onough  of  our  bodily  infirmities.  Oh  that  we  ootild  be 
equally  woary  of  the  sicknesses  and  deformities  of  our  better  part  t 
Sarsly,  our  spiritual  maladies  are  no  less  tlian  monal,  if  thevb^ 
net  healed ;  neither  can  they  lieal  aloue.  These  men  had  diea  le« 
pen,  if  they  had  not  met  with  Christ.  O  Saviour,  rive  us  srace 
to  seek  thee,  and  patiente  to  wait  for  thee ;  and  then  we  koqw 
Aou  wilt  find  us,  and  we  remedy. 

Where  do  these  Lepers  attend  for  Christ,. but  in  a  village?  an4 
that,  not  in  the  street  of  it^*  but  in  the  entrance,  in  the  passaffo  to 
it.  The  cities,  the  towns  were  not  fw  tlpem.  The  law  ot  Goa  had 
shut  them  out  from  aU  frequence,  from  all  comnersation.  Care  of 
safety,  and 'fear  of  infection,  was  motive  .enough,  to  make  their 
n^igbbcMirs  observant  of  this  piece  of  the  law. 

it  is  not  the  body  only,  that  is  herein  respected  by  the  God  of 
Spirits.  Those,  that  are  spiritually  contagious,  must  be  still  and 
ever  avoided ;  they  must  be  separated  from  us,  we  must  be  sepa* 
I'^ted  from  them :  they  from  us,  by  just  bensures ;  c»r,  if  that  be 
n^lected,  we  from  tbem,  by  a  voluntary  declination  of  their  feu 
Buiiar  conversation. 

Besides  the  benefit  of  our  safety,  wickedness  wouki  soon  be 
^hamed  of  itself,  if  it  were  not  for  the  enciouragement  of  compa* 
i^ons«   Solitariness  is  the  fittest  antidote  fot  spiritual  infection*    It 
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were  happy  for  the  wicked  man,  if  he  could  b^  separated  {roni 
himself. 
,  Th/e^  Lepers,  that  came  to  seek  Christ,  yet,  finding  him,  stand 
afar  off;  whether  for  reyerence,  or  for  security.  God  had  enacted 
this  distance..  It  was  their  charge,  if  they  were  occasioned  to  piss 
through  the  streets,  to  cry  out,  I  dm  unclean.  It  was  no  less  thsa 
th^ir  duty,  to  proclaim  their  own  infisctiousness :  there  was  nd 
danger  ^only^  but  sin  in  th^  appix)sch.  How  happy  .were  i|,  if  in 
thfmi,  5^h€urein  there-  is.  more  peril,  there  weoe  more  remoteness, 
less  silence  !  O  God,  we  are  all  lepers  to  thee ;  overspread  with . 
the  Wth^qme  scurf  of  our  own  corriiptiona.  It  beoomes  us  weB^in 
the.^pQ^cience.of  our  shame  and  vileness,  to  stand  a£ar  off.  We 
Q$liliot  be  too  awful  of  thee,  ibo  much  ashamed  of  ourselres. 

Yet  these  men,  though  they  he  far  off  in  the  distance  of  place, 
yet  they  are  near  in  respect  of  the  oooeptanoe  of  their  prayer. 
The  Lor4  is  near  unto  all,  that  call  up^n  kim  in  truth.  O  Saviour, 
while,  we  ure  far  off  from  thee,  thou  art  near  unto  us.  Never  dost 
thou  come  so  clofe  to  usy  as  when^  in  a  holy  bashfiiliiasa,  we  stand 
fnirtbest  off.  Justly  (dost. thou  expeot  we  should  be,  at  once,  bold 
s^nd  b^shfuL  How  boldly  should  we  conie  to  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
i|i  respiect  of  the  Grace  of  that  throne !  How  fearfully,  in  respect 
of  the  awfulness  of  the  Mtjesty  of  that  throne;  and  that  unwor-t' 
tl^ness^  which  we  bring  with  us  into  that  dreadful  presence ! 
•.  He,  that  stands  near,  may  whisper ;  but  he»  that  stands  afar  off, 
must  crj  aloud  :.so  did  these.  Lepers.  Yet,  not  so  much  distance, 
as  passion,  strained  their  thioats.  That,  which  can  give  voice  ta 
the  dumb,  can  much  more  give  loudness  to  the  vocal. 

.  AH  cried  toother :  th^e  ten  voices  were  united  in  one  sound  i 
that  their  conjoined  forces  miebt  expugn  that  gracious  ear.  Had 
every  man  spoken  singly  for  himself,  this  baa  made  no  noise  ;- 
neither  yet  any  shew  of  a  fervent  importunity  :  now,  asthey  weie 
all.  affected  with  one  common  disease,  so  they  all  set  out  their  tbrMts. 
together,  and,  though  Jews,  and  Samaritans,  agreie  in  one  jomt 
supplication.  Even  where  there  are  ten  tongpes,  the  word  is  but 
one ;  that  the  condescent  may  be  universal.  When  we  would  ob- 
tain common  favours,  we  may  not  content  ourselves  with  private 
and  solitary  devotions,  but  must  join  our  spiritual  forces  tooetber, 
and  set  upon  God  hy. troops  :  Two  are  better  than  one ;  tecausc 
they  have  a  good  reward  for  their  labour.  No  faithful  prayer  goes 
^way  .unrecompensed  ;  but  wliere  many  good  hearts  meet,  the  re- 
tribution must  be  needs  answerable  to  the  number  of  the  peti- 
tioners. O  holy  and  happy  violence,  that  is  thus  offered  to  heafveD. 
How  can  we  want  blessings,  when  so  many  cords  draw  them  dpwn 
upon  our  heads  ?  . 

If  was  not  the  sound,  but  the  matter,  that  carried  it  with  ChriA: 
if  .the  sound  were  shrill,  the  matter  was  faithful;  Jesu^,  if  ester, 
have  mercy  upon  us.  Np  word  can  better  become  the  mouth  of 
the  miserable.  I  see  npt^  where  we  can  meet  with  fitter  patterns. 
•  Surely,  they  were  not  verier  lepers  than  we :  why  do  we  not  imi- 
tate, them  in  their  actions,  who  are  too  like  them  in  our  cooditiooc- 


I 


THB  TEK  l£PBll$.  S6| 

WUdier  sbetild  weseek,  bfiit  to  our  Jttiis ?  How  skoiild  we  stand 
aloof^  in  regard  of  cuir  own  wretchedocts  !  Howshould  we  lift  up 
our  voice,  in  the  fervour  of  our  supplications  i  What  should' 
we  rather  sue  for,  than  mercy  i  Jem,  Master  ^  have  mei^etf  upon  us, 

O  gracious  prsfeBtion  of  mercy,  both  had  and  given  ere  it  cat|/ 
be  asked!  Jesus,  when  he  saw  them,  said,  Goy  shew  yourselves  t&x 
ihc  priests.  Their  disease  i»  cured,  ere  it  oan  be  complained  of* 
Tiietr  shewing  "to  the  priest'  presupposes  them  whole  ;  whole  in 
his  grant,  though  not  in  their  own  apprehension.  That  single  Le-* 
per  4hat  came  ^.  Christ  before,   (Matt.  viiL  Luke  v.)  was  first 
cuff^,  in  1^  own  sense ;  and  then  was  bid  to  go  to  the  priest,  foe* 
approbation  of  the  cuite.  It  was  not  so  with  these ;  who  are  aent- 
to  the  judges  of  leprosy  with  an.  intention  they  shali-  in  the  way 
ted  themselves  heakd.    There'  was  a  different  purpose  in  bodS 
these:  in  the.  one>  that  the  perfection  of  the  ciure  might  be  con^- 
viiioed,*and  seconded  with  a  due  sacrifice ;  in  the  other,  that  ther 
&ith  of  the  patients  might  be  tried  in  the  way,  which,  if  it  had 
not  held  as  strong  in  tiie  prosecution  of,  tbeir  suit  as  in  the  begin*, 
ning,  had,  I  doubf,  failed  t>f  the  effect.  How  easily  might  these 
Lei^rs  thii^K,  '^  Alaa^  to  what  purpose  is  this  ?  Shew  ourselves  to; 
the  priests !  What  can  their  eyes  dg  ?  They  can  judge  whether  it 
be  citfed,  whi^h  wu  see  yet  it  is  oot ;  they  cannot  cure  it.  This  is* 
not' now  to  do.  We  have  been  seeo  enough,  and  loathed,  What 
Qaa  their  eyes  see  more,  than  our  own  ?  We. had  well  hoped,  that 
Jesus  would  have  vouchsafed  to  caH  us  to  him,  and  to  lay  his  hands 
upon  us,  imd  to  have  healed  us/'     These  thoughts  had  kept  them 
lepers  still.    Now  shall  their  faith  and  obedience.be  proved,  by 
their  submission  both  to  this  sudden  command,  and  that  Dirinai 
ordination. 

That  former  Leper  was  charged  to  shew  himself  to  the  chief 
priest ;  these,  to  the  priests :  either  would  serve :  tlie  original  com* 
mand  runs,  either  to  Aaron  or  to  one  of  his  sons.  But  why  to 
them  ?  Leprosy  was  a  bodily  sickness ;  what  is  this  to  spiritual 
persons?  Wherefore  serve phvi>icians,  if  the  priests  must  meddle 
with  diseases }  We  never  shall  find  those  sacred  persons  to  pass 
their  judgment  upon  fevers,  dropsies,  palsies,  or  any  other  bodily 
disteQi|>er ;  neither  i^hould  they  on  this,  were  it  not  that  this  a<fec* 
tion  of  the  body  is  joined  with  a  legal  uncleanness.  Not  as  a  sick- 
ness»  but  as  an  impurity  must  it  come  under  their  cognizance; 
neith^  this,  withbut  a  nirther  implication.  Who,  but  the  succes- 
sors of  the  legal  priesthood,  are  proper  to  judge  of  the  unclean*' 
uesses  of  the  soul  ?  Whetlier  an  act  be  sinful,  or  in  what  degree  it 
is  such ;  what  grounds  are  sufficient  for  the  comfortable  assurance 
of  repentance,  of  forgiveness;  wha^  courses  are  ^fittest  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  relapses ;  who  is  so  like  to  know,  so  meet^to  judge, 
^  our  teachers  ?  Would  we,  in  these  cases,  consult  oftener  with 
our  spiritual  guides^  and  depend  upon  their  faithful  advices  and 
well  grounded  absolutions,  it  were  safer,  it  were  happier  for  us. 
Oh  the  dangerous  extremity  of  our  wisdom!  Our  hoodwinked 
progenitors  would  haye  no  eyes^  but  in  the  beads  of  their  ghostly 
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fathef^ :  ive  tfaUL  oorteives  to  qaicksigfattd,  tfaatime  intjr  tbeUind^ 
nesB  ofour  aUe  teachers;  naQd  bm  ounelTes  ore  fit  4o  juiige  cf 
'  our  own  lepres^. 

Neither  was  it  only  the  peculiar  judgawnt  of  tbs  |iciese,  tint 
was  here  intended,  but  the  thankfolmss  of  the  patient;  that,  by 
die  sacrifice  which  be  should  bring  wHh  him,  he  might  give  God 
the  glory  of  his  sanation.'  O  God,  whonsoe?er  thou  carest  of  this 
qiirituai  leprosy^  it  is  reason  he  should  present  thee  with  tba  tme 
evangelical  sacrifices ;  not  of  his  praises  only,  but  of  hioudfi 
which  are  reasonMe  and  Uuing.  We  are  still  leprous,  if  we  do 
not  first  see  ouneltes  foul,  and  then  find  ourselves  thankfuBy  sor*. 
vieeable* 

The  Lepers  did  not,  would  not  go  of  themselves,  but  are  sent  bv 
Christ ;  Go^  md  s/iew  yourselves.  And  why  sent  by  him }  Was  it 
jnobodience  to  the  LaW?  Was  it  out  of  respect  to  the  priest- 
hood I  wss  it  for  prevention  of  cavik  i  was  it  Cor  convietton  of 
gaimayers  i  or  was  it  for  confirmation  of  the  miracle  ?  Christ, 
that  was  above  the  Law,  would  not  transgress  it.  He  knew  this 
was  his  charge  by  Moses.  How  jus^  might  he  have  dispensed 
with  his  own  f  But  he  will  not ;  tlK^ugh  the  Law  doth  not  bind  the 
Maker,  he  wiH- voluntarily  bind  himself.  He  was  within  the  ken  of 
his  Qmsummatam  est ;  yet  would  not  anticipate  dMU  appreacb- 
iroL  end,  but  holds  tiie  Law  on  foot  tilt  his  last  pace.  This  was  but 
a  branch  of  the  ceremonial ;  vet  would  he  not  slight  it,  bnt  in  bis 
own  person  gives  example'  of  a  studious  ohservatioti.  How  cars* 
fully  should  we  submit  ourselves  to  the  royal  laws  of  our  Crettor 
to  the  wholesome  laws  of  our  superiors,  while  the  Son  of  God 
would  not  but  be  so  punctual  in  a  ceremony  ! 

While  I  look  to  the  persons  of  those  priests,  I  see  nodiing  but 
oomiption,  nothing  but  professed  hostrtity  to  the  true  Messiah. 
All  this  cannot  make  thee,  O  Saviour,  to  remit  any  point  of  the 
observance  due  to  their  jrfaces.  Their  function  was  sacred,  whst- 
ever  thrir  persons  were.  Hioagh  they  have  not  the  grace  t» 
give  thee  tby  due,  thou  wilt  not  fitil  to  give  them  theirs.  How 
lustly  dost  thou  expect  all  due  regard  to  thine  evangelical  miest' 
hood,  who  gftvest  so  curious  respect  to  the  legal !  It  were  raftme, 
the  Synagogue  should  be  above  the  Church ;  or  that  priertbood, 
which  thou  meantest  speedily  to  abrogate,  should  Jiave  mbi!e  ho- 
nour than  that,  which  thou  meantest  to  establish  and  perpetuate. 

Had  this  duty  been  neglected,  what  clamours  had  been  raised 
by^is  emulous  adversaries!  What  scandals!  Though  the  bdt 
had  been  the  patients^ ;  not  the  physician's.  But  they,  that  ivalehtfl 
Christ  so  narrowly,  and  were  apt  to  take  so  poor  exceptions  at  bis 
sabbatb-cures,  at  the'  unwashen  hands  of  his  disdiples,  bow  mach 
ipore  would  they  have  calumniated  him,  if,  by  his  neglect,  the 
law  of  leprosy  had  been  palpably  transgpressed !  Not  only  evil 
must  be  avoided,  but  offence ;  and  that,  not  on  6ur  parts,  but  cm 
others'.  That  offence  is  ours,  which  we  might  have  remedied. 

What  a  noble  and  irrefiragable  testimony  was  tjris,  to  the  power, 
to  the  truth,  of  the  Messiah !  How  can  these  Jews  but  either  be<- 
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iieve,^or  be  made  inexcusable  m  not  believiiiK^  ^  Whta  th^  shidl 
see  $0  many  lepers  oome  at  oriceto  thft  tempis^  aUcaiied  by  a  s^ 
Cret  will,  without  word  or  touchy  how  can  tb^y  choose  but  say^ 
'^  This  work  is  supeinatniral;  no  lunkad  power  could  do  thiin? 
.How  is  he  not  God>  if  .his  power  be  infinite  ?''  Their  own  eyes 
jfaail  be  witnesses  and  judgesof  their  own  cociviction. 

Thp-cure  is  done  by  Ghrist^  laare  exquisitely  than  by  art  or  na- 
tiue;  yet  it  is 'not  publicly  assured  and  acknowledged,  till,  ae*. 
eonhn^  to  the  Mosaical  law,  certain  sabaecpieat  rites  be  performed. 
There  is  no  admittance  into  the  congrq^aition,,  but  by  sprinkling 
of  Uood.  O  Saviour,  we  can  i^ever  be  ascertained  of  our  clean* 
sing  from  that?  spiritual  leprosy,  wherewith  our  souls  are  taintedL 
but  by  the  sprinkling  of  thy  most  precious  blood :  wash  us  wnm 
tbift,  ami  we  shall  be  whiter  than  smm. 

TboB  act  of  sherwii^to  the  priest  waa  not  more  required  fay  tiie 
Law,  than  pre^requirra  of  th^  Lepers  by  our  Saviour,  for  the 
trill  of  their  obedience.  Had  they  now .  stood  upon  terms  with 
..Chriit,  and  said,  '^  We  will  first  see,  what  cause  there  arill  be,  to 
shew  oursdlves  to  the  priests;  they  need  not  fee  our  leprosy;  we 
dttKbe  glad  they  should  see  our  cure :  do  thou  work  that,  whidi 
we  shall  shew ;  and  bid  us  shew,  what  thou  hast  wrought :  til 
then,  excuse  us:  it  is  our  grief  and  shame,  to  be  seen  too  much  ;** 
'diey  had  been  still  lepers. 

It  hath  been  ever  God^a  wont,  by  small  precmta  to  ^ove  mea^ft 
disposition  J.  Obedience  is  as  well  tried  in  a.  trine,  as  in  the  moat 
important  charge ;  yea  so  much  more,  ^  the  tfaiog  required  ia 
iess:  for  c^ttimes  those,  who  would  be  careful  in  main  aflairs^ 
think  they  may  neglect  the  smallest..  What  command  aoeter  we 
receive  from  God  or  our  superiors,  we  must  not  seen  the  weigbt  of 
the  thing,  but  the  authority  of  the  commander.  Either  diffioul^ 
or  sUghtness  is  a  vain  pretehce  for.disobedfence* 

Tl^se  LepeK  are  wiser ;  they  obeyed,  and  went.  What  was  the 
issue  ?  As  they  weni^  they  were  heated^  Lo,  had  they  stood  stUl^ 
they  had  been  lepers :  now  they  went,  they  are  whde.  What  haste 
'the  ble»iiig, makes  to  overtake  their  obedience!  This  walk  was 
requirea  by  the  very  Law,  if  they  should  have  found  themseivea 
healed :  what  was  it  to  prevent  the  time  a  little,  and  to  do  that 
sooner  upon  hopes,  which  upon  sense  they  must  do  after  i  The 
horror  of  the  disease  adds  to  the  ^ace  of  the  cure ;  and  that  is  so 
much  more  gracious,  as  the  task  is  easier :  it  shall  cost  them  but 
a  walk.  It  is  the  bounty  of  that  God,  whom  we  serve,  to  reward 
our  worthless  endeavours  with  infinite  reqnitak.  He  would  not 
have  any  proportion,  betwixt  our  acts  and  his  remunerations. 

Yet,  besides  this  recompence  of  obedience,  O  Saviof^*,  thou 
wouldest  herein  have  respect  to  thine  own  just  ^lory.  Had  not 
these  Lepers  been  cured  in  the  way,  but  in  the  ena  of  their  walk, 
^H>on  their  shewing  to  the  priests,  the  miracle  had  lost  much  light  c 
Perhaps,  the  priests  would  have  challenged  it  to  themselvos,  and 
^▼e  attributed  it  to  their  prayers ;  perhaps,  the  Lepers  mvgjhlt 
have  thought  it  was  thy  purpose  to  honour  tne  priests^  as  the  m^ 
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strumenU  df  that  inanreiious  cure :  how,  there  can  be  no  colour  of 
any  ather*«  paTticipation,  siiice  the  leprosjr  vanishes  in  the  waj.  As 
thy  pawer,  so  thy  praise  admits  of  no  partners. 

And  now,  metojnks,  I  see  what  an  aoiased  joy  there  was  amongst 
these  Lepers,  when  they  saw  themselves  thus  suadeniy  cured :  wtt 
tells  other,  what  a  change  he  fe^ls  in  himself;  each  comforts  otheiv 
with  the  assunmce  of  his  outward  clearness ;  each  congratulates 
other's  happiness,  and  thinks  and  says  howjoyfiil  this  newswil 
be  to  their  friends  and  famiHes.  Their  society  now  serves  tbem 
well)  to  applaud  and  heighten  their  new  felicity. 'i 
«  The  miracle,  indiffierently  wrbughtuponall^is  differently  taken. 
AU  went  forward,  according  to  the  appointment,  toward  the 
.psiests.;  all  were  obedkent;  one  only  was  thankiill.  AU  were  cured; 
all  saw  themselves  cured :  their  sense  was  alike ;  their  hearts  weie 
not  alike.  What  could  make  the  diSerence,  but  grace  ?  and  who 
could  make  the  difference  of  grace,  but  he  that  ^ve  it  ?  He,  that 
wrought  the  cure  in  all,  wrought  the  grace  not  m  all,  but  jn  one. 
The  same  act,  the  same  motives,  are  .not  equaHy  powerful  to  all: 
where  the.  ox  finds  grass,  the  viper  poison  we  aU  pray,  all  bear; 
one  goes  away  bettered,  another  cavils.  Will  makes  the  difference; 
but  .who  jnakes  the.  difierence  of  wills,  but  he  that  made  them? 
He,  that  creates,  the  new  heart,  leaves  a  stone  in  one  bosom,  puts 
flesh  into  another :  //  is  not  in  hinij  that  wUleth ;  tier  in  Aim,  that 
tunneth  ;  bpU  in  (xcd^  that  hath  mercy.  O  God,  if  we  look  iiot 
tip  to  thee,  we  may  come,  and  not  be  healed ;  we  may  be  healed, 
and  not  be  thankful. ' 

This  one  man  breaks  away  from  his  fellows,  to  seek  Christ 
While  he  was  a  leper,  he  consorted  with  lepers ;  now  that  be  is 
Iwded,  he  will  be  free.  He  saith  not,  ^^  I  came  with  these  roeo, 
with  them  will  I  go ;  if  they  will,  return,  I  will  accompany  them ; 
if  not,  what  should  I  go  alone  f  As  I  am  not  wiser  than  they,  sd  I 
have  no  more  reason  to  be  more  thankful."  There  are  cases, 
^vrfierein  singularity  is  not  lawful  only,  but  laudable :  Thou  shdi 
not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil:  I  and  my.  house  will  serve  ifu 
Lord.  It  is  a  base  and  unworthy  tilings  for  a  man  so  to  subject 
himself  to  others^  examples,  as  not  sometimes  to  resolve  to  be  an 
example  to  others.  When  either  evil  is  to  be  done  or  good  neg- 
lectec^  how  much  better  is  it,  to  go  the  right  way  alone,  than  to 
err  with  company  ! 

O  noble  pattern  of  thankfulness !  What  speed  of  retribution  is 
here!  No  sooner  doth  he  see  his  cure,  than  ne  hastes  to  ackDOYir* 
ledge  it :  the  benefit  shall  not  die,  not  sleep  in  his  hand.  Late  pro- 
fessions of  our  oblirations  savour  of  dulnessand  ingratitude.  What 
a  laborious  and  diligent  ofBciousness  is  here !  He  staods  not  stilly 
but  puts  himself  to  the  pains  of  a  return.  What  a  hearty  reco^« 
nition  of  the  blessing !  His  voice  was  not  more  loud  in  bis  suit, 
than  in  his  thanks.  What  an  humble  reverence  of  his  benefactor! 
He  falls  down  at  his  feet ;  as  acknowledging,  at  once,  beneficence 
and  un  worthiness.  It  were  happy  for  all  Israel,  if  they  could  but 
learn  of  this  Samaritan. 
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This  man  is  sent  with  the  vest  to  the  priests.  He  well  knew  this 
dnty  a  branch  of  the  law  of  ceremonies^' which  he  meant  not  to 
neglect ;  but  his  heart  told  him,  there  was  a  moral  duty  of  profess*- 
ing  thankfulness  to  his  benefactor,  which  called  for  his  first  at- 
tendance. Firsts  therefote,  he  tumii  back*  ere  he  will  stir  forward. 
Jleason  taught. this  Samaritan,  and  us  in  him,  that  ceremony  must 
jricld  to  substance  ;  and  that  main  points  of  obedience  must  take 
place  of  all  ritual  compliment?. 

It  is  not  for  nothing,  that  note  is  made  of  the  country  of  this 
thankful  Leper ;  He  was  a  Samaritan,  The  place  is  known  and 
branded,  with  the  infamy  of  a  Paganish  misreligion.  Outward  dis- 
advantage of  place  or  parentage,. cannot  block  up  the  way  of  God's 
grace  and  free  election  ;  as,  contrarily,  the  privileges  of  birtliand 
nature,  avail  us  nothing  in  spiritual  occasions. 

How  sensible  wert  thou,  O  Saviour,  of  thine  own  beneficence  I 
Were  there  not  ten  cleansed  ?  But  where  are  the  nine  f  The  troop«» 
ing  of  these  Lepers  together  did  not  hinder  thy  reckoning.  It  is 
both  justice  and  wisdom  in  thee,  to  keep  a  strict  accQimt  of  thy 
&vours.  There  is  a  wholesome  and  u^f ul  art  of  forffetfulness  in  us 
men,  both  of  benefits  done,  and  of  wrongs  ofiered.  It  is  not  So 
with  God.  Our  injuries,  indeed,  he  soon  puts  oveV ;  making  it  no 
small  part  of  his  style,  that  hd  forgives  iniqaities :  but  for  his 
mercies,  there  is  no  reason  he  should  forget  them  ;  they  arc  wor^y 
of  more  than  our  memory.  His  favours  are  'universal  over  all  his 
works ;  there  is  ho  creature  that  tastes  not  of  his  bounty ;  his  sun 
and  rain  are  for  others,  besides  his  friends :  but  none  of  his  good 
turns  escapes  eitheir  his  knowledge  or  record.  Why  should  not  we^* 
0  God,  keep  a  book  of.  our  receipts  from  thee ;  which,  agreeing 
with  thine,  may  declare  thee  bounteous,  and  us  thankful  ? 

Our  Saviour  doth  not  ask  this  by  way  of  doubt,  but  of  expro- 
bration.  Full  well  did  he  count  the  steps  of  those  absent  Lepers.. 
He  knew  where  they  were.  He  upbraids  their  ingratitude,  that 
they  were  not  where  they  should  have  been.  It  was  thy  just  quar- 
rel, O  Saviour^  that,  while  one  Samaritan  returned,  nine  Israelites 
were  healed  and  returned  not.  Had  they  been  all  Samaritans,  thisi 
had  been  faulty ;  but  now  they  were  Israelites,  their  ingratitude 
Was  more  foul  than  their  leprosy.  The  more  we  are  bound  to  God, 
the  more  shaqaeful  is  our  unthankfulness.  There  is  scarce  one  it^ 
ten,  that  is  careful  to  give  God  hi^  own :  this  neglect  is  not  more 
9^Qerfd,  than  disphsasing.  Christ  had  never  miss^  their  presence, 
u  thehr  absence  had  not  been  hateful  and  injurious.     Lukexvii. 
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THE  POOL  OF  BETHESDA : 

»n  in  a  Sermon^  preached  at  the  C 
King  James^  of  Blessed  xneinory. 


TO  THE  READER. 

The  Beader  may  he  pleased  to  understand,  that  my  manner  kaih 
Sflill  been  J  first  to  pass  through  all  these  Divine  Histaries  by  way  ef 
Sermons ;  and  then  after,  to  gather  the  quintessence  of  those  larger 
discourses  into  these  farm^  of  Meditations,  which  he  sees  :  only,  I 
have  thought  good,  upon  these  two  following  heads,  for  some  good 
reasons,  to  jniblish  the  Serm4>ns  in  their  own  shape,  as  they  were 
delwered  without  alteration.  It  seemed  not  amiss,  that  some  of 
those  metals  should  be  shewn  in  the  ore^  whereof  so  great  a  quantity 
was  presented  in  the  wedge. 
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Otherwhere,  ye  may  look  long,  and  see  no  miracle ;  but  here, 
behold  two  miracles  in  one  view :  the  former,  of  the  angel  curing 
diseases ;  the  latter,  of  the  God  of  anTOls,  Christ  Je$us,  prevent- 
ing the  angel  in  his  cure.  Even  the  nrst,  Christ  wrought  by  the 
angel ;  the  second,  immediately  by  himself.  The  fir^  is  incom- 
parable; for,  as  Montanus  truly  observes,  there  is  no  oneiiHira^ 
culutn  perpetuumy  but  this  one,  in  the  whole  Book  of  God. 

Be  content  to  spend  this  hour  with  me,  in  the  porches  of  Be- 
thesda,  and  consider  with  me  the  Topography,  tW  Aitiology, 
the  Chronograph  Y  of  this  miracle.  These  three  limit  our  speech 
and  your  patient  attention. 

I.  The  CHRONOGRAPHY,  which  is  first  in  place  and  time, 
offers  us  two  heads :  1.  A  feast  of  the  Jews  ;  2.  Chrut  goiko 

UP  TO  THE  FEAST. 

1 .  The  Jews  were  full  of  holy-days,  both  of  God's-  institution 
and  the  Church's. 

Of  God*s ; — ^both  weekly,  monthly,  anniversary. — ^Weekly ;  that 
one  of  seven,  which  I  would  .to  God  we  had  learned  of  them  to 
keep  better.  In  this  regard  it  was,  that  Seneca  said,  the  Jews  did 
Septimam  atatis  partem  perdere,  **  lose  the  seventh  part  of  their 
life.'* — Monthly ;  the  new  moons,  Niunb.  xxviii. — Anniversary ; 
Easter,  Pentecost,  and  the  September  feasts. 

The  Church's; — both  the  Purim,  by  Mardocheus;  and  the 
Encaenia,  by  Judas  Maccabseus,  which  yet  Christ  honoured- by  his 
«oleinnization,  John  x. 
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Sttfdiy,  God  Hd  this  for  the  cheerfubiefld  of  hw  people  in  bte 
aerviee:  hence  the  Church  hath  laacUbly  imitated  ink  example. 
To  have  no  faaits,  is  sQllen :  to'  have  too  many,  i«  |)aganisfa  and 
snpeMitioQfl^  Neither  would  God  have  caat  the  Christian  Easter 
i^oii  the  iust  time  of  the  Jewish  Pasch,  and  their  Whitsuntide 
upon  the  Jewish  Pentecost ;  if  he  woald  not  have  had  these  feasts 
continued.  And  why  should  the  Christian  Church  have  less  power, 
than  the  Jewish  Synagogue  i 

Here  was  not  a  mere  feriation,  but  a  feasting :  they  must  appear 
before  God  cum  muneribuSy  with  g^s.  The  tenth  part  of  their 
increase  must  be  spent  upon  the  three  solemn  feasts,  besides  their 
former  tithes  to  Levi,  Deut.  xiv.  23.  There  was  no  holy-day,  where* 
in  they  feasted  above  six  hours ;  and,  in  some  of  them,  tradition 
urged  them  to  Uieir  quantities  of  drink:  and  David,  when  he 
ifOttid  keep  hoiyday  to  the  ark,  allows  every  Israelite  a.  cake  of 
bread,  ^  piece  of  fiesh,  a  bottle  of  wine ;  not  a  dry  dinner,  pran^ 
diim  camnum^  not  a  mere  drinkine,  of  wine  without  meat,  but  to 
make  up  a  perfect  feast,  br^ul,  flesn,  wine ;  2  Sam.  vi.  19. 

The  true  Purims  of  this  island  are  those  two.  feasts  of  August 
tod  November.  He  is  no  true  Israelite,  that  keeps  them  not ;  as 
the  days,  which  the  Lord  hath  made.  When  are  joy  and  triumphs 
•easonable,  if  not  at  feasts  ?  but  not  excess.  Pardon  me,  I  knon^ 
not  bow  feasts  are  kept  at  the  court ;.  but,  as  Job,  when  be  thought 
of  the  banquets  of  his  sons,  says.  It  way  be  they  have  smmed;  so 
let  me  speak  at  peradventures.  If  sensual  immoderation  should 
hsve  set  her  foot  into  these  Christian  feasts,  let  me  at  least  say  with 
i&<Mgent  Eli,  Nm  est  bona  fama^  filii^  It  is  no  goad  report ^  my 
<oiif.  Do  ye  think  that  St.  PfeiuPs  rule,  Non  in  eomessationibus 
tttbrietat£y  not  in  surfeiting  and^drunkennesSj  was  for  work-days 
^y  i  The  Jews  had  a  conceit,  that  on  their  sabbath  and  feast- 
days  the  devils  fled  from  their  cities  ad  mantes  wnbrososj  *^  to  the 
shady  mountains/'  Let  it  not  be  said,  that  on  our  Christian  feasts 
^ey  should  i  moniitus  aulam  petere ;  and  tbit  he  seeks,  and  finds 
i^loca  arida,  but  madida.  God  forbid,  that  Christians  should 
ncrffice  to  Bacchus,  instead  of  the  everliving  God  *,  and  that  on 
die  day,  when  you  should  have  been  blown  up  by  treacherous  fire 
from  earth  to  heaven,  you  should  fetch  down  the  fire  of  God's  an- 
ger from  heaven  upon  you,  by  awilling  and  surfeits :  God  forbid. 
God's  service  is  %mum  necessartum^  one  thing  necessaty^,  saitli 
Christ  Homa  thriu»i  superftaa  creatura,  <'  A  drunken  man  is  a 
^ttparihious  creatare,'*  saith  Ambrose.  How  ill  do  those  two 
^vee  together !  Ttts  I  have  been  bold  to  say,  out  of  caution,  not 
w  Tepr<m.  » 

^  Thus  muoh,  that  there  was  a  feast  of  the  Jevvs.  Now,  what  feast 
It  was  is  questioDable :  whether  the  Pasch,  sis  Irenseus,  and  Besa 
^th  him,  thinks,  upon  the  warrant  of  John  iv.  ^5 :  where  our 
'  BaWour  tiad  said,  Y^t  fsufr  Tnanths,  and  then  comes  harvest ;  or 
^^^hether  Pentecost,  which  was  fifty  days  from  the  shaking  of  the 
*eaf,  (thatu^  Easter  Sunday,)  as  Cyril,  Chrysostom,  Theophy- 
wt,  Euthyoiua)  and  some  later :  or  whether  one  of  the  Septem* 
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ber  feasts^  as  some  other?.  The  exoeUeocy  of  the  feast  mAei  fof 
JE^ster^  tlie  feast  xin*  iifix>^¥;  the  number  of  interpreters^  for 
Pentecost ;  the  number  of  feasts,  for. September :  £^r,*  as  jGbd  de- 
lighted in  the  number  of  seven,  the  seventh  day  was  holy,,  the 
seventh  year,  the. seventh  seventh  year ;  so  he  ah^vired  it  in  the  ae- 
ventti  month,  which  reserves  Im  number  still,  September  i  thefirk 
day  whereof  was  the  Sabbath  of  Trumpets,  the  tenth  iiy:s  expiatu 
onaviy  and  on  the  fifteenth'  began  the  Fea&t  of  Tabernacles  for 
aevendays. 

It  is  an  idleness,  to  seek  that,  which  we  are  never  tlie  better, 
when  we  have  found.  What,  if  Easter?  What,  if  Tabernacles  ? 
What,  if  Pentecost  ?  What  loss,  what  gain  is  this  ?  Magni  ms 
nwlesti'd  Johannes  liherasset^  si  unum  adjecisset  verbum,  '^  John 
had  eased  us  of  much  trouble,  if  he  had  added  but  one  word," 
saith  Maidonat.  But  for  us,  Gpd  give  them  sorrow  which  love  it: 
this  is  one  of  St.  Paul's  iuaru^terqifim  vain  disputattans,  that  be 
forbids  his  Timothy ;  yea,  which  is  the  subject  thereof,  one  of 
them,  which  he  calls  iMtpa^  neu  etxaiiitrrHg  K^yn^eiSf  foolish  and  un» 
learned  questions j  2  Tim.  ii.  23.  2uantum  malifacit  nimia  sub- 
iUitas?  ^^  How  much  mischief  is  done  by  too  much  subtlety  ?" 
saith  Seneca.  These  are  for  some  idle  cloisterers,  that  have  QO- 
thing  to  do,  but  to  pick  straws  in  divinity :  like  to  Appian  the 
pframmarian,  that  witn  long  discourse  would  pick  out  of  Homer's 
first  verse  of  his  Iliads,  and  the  first  word,  pit]y/y,  the  number  of 
the  books  of  Iliads  and  Odysses ;  or  like  Didymus  ;i^(Ai(eviT^, 
thai;  spent  some  of  his  four  thousand  books  about,  which  was 
Homer's  country,  who  was  ^neas's  true  mother,  what  the  age  of 
Hecuba,  how  long  it  was  betwixt  Homer  and  .Orpheus ;  or  Uiose 
wise  critics,  of  whom  Seneca  speaks,  that  spent  whole  volumes, 
whether  Homer  or  Hesiod  were  the  elder,  l^onprofuiuraafn  scien* 
tiam  tradunt,  '^  they  vent  an  unprofitable  skill,"  as  be  said.  Let 
us  be  content  with  the  learned  ignorance  of  what  God  hath  con- 
cealed ;  and  know,  that  what  he  hath  concealed,  will  not  avail  uf 
to  know^ 

2«.  Ratlier  let  us  inquire,  why  Christ  would  go  up  to  the  feast, 
I  find  two  silken  cord&'that  drew  him  up  thither.  (1.)  His  Obe* 
dienoe.     (2.)  His  desire  of  IVIanifiesting  his  Glory. 

(I,)  It  ^was  a  TCneral  law,  All  males  must,  appear  thrice  a  year 
before  the  Lord.  Behold,  he  was  the  God,  whom  they  went  up 
to  wordbipat  the  feiEist ;  yet  be  goes  up- to  worship.  He  becM  hit 
life  in  ob^ience,  when  he  c^me  in  his.  mother's  belly  to.lktble- 
bem,  at  the  taxation  of  Augustus  i  and  so  he  continues  it. .  He 
knew  his  due.  Of  whojn  do  the  kings  of  the  earth  receiueiribute; 
^ :  timt  orjon^m^  qf  strangers? ,2^hen^  their  squs  afefree^  Yet, 
he,tha.twould« pay  tribute  to  Caesar,  wi}l  akp  pay  this  tribute  of 
Obedience  to  hi»  Father.  He,  that  wasjabove  the  Law,  yields  ta 
the  Law :  Legi  satisf'acere  voluit,  eisi  nim  sub  lege^  f*  He  wouU 
satisfy  the  Law,  though  he  were  not  under  the  Law,"  The  Spirit 
of  God  says,  tie  learyy^d  oiedience,  in  that  he  suffered :  surely  also 
he  taught  obedience  in  that  he  did.    This  was  his  mfum^n  vrt^  ^^ 
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Mn  Baptist;  Tt  becomes  us  to  fulfil  all  righieetdsiH^r  He  wiH  not 
abate  liis  Father  one  ceremony*  It  was  dangerdu»y  to  go  up  to 
tlut  Jerusalem,  which  he  bad  left  before  for  their  malice ;  yet  now 
he  will  up  again.  His  Obedience  dxew  him.  up  to  that  bloody 
feasty  wherein  himself  was  sacrificed.;  how  aiUch  more  now,  that 
he  might  sacrifice  !  What  can  we  plead  to  have  learned  of  Chrisl^ 
if ,  Dot  his  first  lesson,  Obedience  r  The  same  pr^lamation  that 
Gideon  niade  to  Israel,  He  makes  still  to  us,  jisf/e  see  me  doy  ^a  do 
ye.  WlMttsoever  therefore  God  enjoii»  us,  either  imihediately  by 
bimself,  or  mediately  by  his  deputies,  if  we  w4U  be  Christians,  we 
most  so  observe;,  as  those,  that  know  themselves  bound  to^  tread 
in  his  steps,  that  said.  In  the  volwne  of  thy  book y  it  is  tvrittenof 
ine^  I  desirefl  to  do  thy  will^  0  God^  Psalm  xl.  6.  /  will  have  obe-' 
diencCy  saith  God,  and  7ioi  sacrifice.  Bdt  where  sacrifice  is  obe* 
dience,  he  will  have  obedience  ia  sacrificing.  Therefore,  Christ 
went  up  to  the  feast. 

(2.)  The  Second  -Motive  was,  the  Manifestation  of  his  Glory. 
If  we  be  the  light  of  the  world,  which  are  so  much  snufiF,  what  is  " 
be,  that  is  the  Father  of  Lights  f  It  wasi  not  for  him,  to  be  set  un- 
4er  the  busI)el*of  Nazareth,  but  upon  the  table  of  Jerusalem.  Tfai^ 
tb^r,  and  then,  Was  the  confluence  of  all  the  tribes.  Many  atimd^ 
had  Christ  passed  by  this  inan  before,  when 'the  streets  w^re 
empty  ;  for  tllBreihd'lay  many  years ;  yet  heals  biniiiiot,-  tiU  now. 
He,  that,  sometimes,  modestly  steals  a  miracle  with  a  Vide  ne  cut 
dixerisy  See  thou  JelLno  many  that  no  man  might  know  it ;  at  other 
times,  does  wonders 'Uttonthje  scafibld  of  the  world,  that  no^man 
might  be  igtiorarit^  ancl  bids  pk'odaim  it  on  the  houas-tops.  Ittvas 
fit,  the  world  should  be  thus  publicly  convinced;  and  either..  wor» 
by  belief,  or.lost  by.  inexcusablen^ss. .  Good,  the  more  copimon  i| 
is,  the  better.  /  will  praise  theCy  saith  David,  in  ecclesid  magnd^ 
W  thegreaii  congregation. .  Glory  is  not  got  in  corners.  No  ftian^ 
iay  the  envious  kinsmen  of  Christ,  keeps  close y  and  would  be  fd^ 
W(w ;  no,  nor  that  would  have  God  celebrated.  The  best  oppor- 
tuoities  must  be  taken  hi  glorifying  him.  He,  thlsit  would  be  cni-> 
cified  at  tbe.  fea.st,  that  his  dt^th  aad  resui^ection  might  be  more  ' 
£imoQH ;  .will  at  the  feast  do  miracles,  that  ills  Divine  power  might 
betapprovcd openlv.  Christ  is /^^  cawpi,  nonhortiy  "the  flower 
of  the  field,  nt)t.of  the  garden,''  saith  Bernard;  God  cannot  abide, 
to  have  his  >graces. smothered  in  us.:  I  have  not  hid  thy  righteous* 
n^ss  within  my  hearty,  saith  the  Psalmist. .  Absalom,  wliien  he  would 
^insigniter  improbusy  **. notoriously  wicked,"  does  his  villany 
giblicly,  in  the^yes  of  the  Sun,  under  no  curtain  but  Heaveti. 
He,  that  would  do  notable  service  to  God,  must  do  it  conspicu- 
ously^.Nicodemus  gained  well  by  Christ,  but  Christ  got  nothing  by 
him  J  so  long.as,'Iike  a  night  bird,  he  never  came  to  him,  but  Vi'itu 
Owisand  bats*  Then  he  began  to  be  a  profitable  disciple,  when 
he  durst  oppose  the  Pharisees  in  their  condemnation  of  Christ, 
though  indefinitely ;  but  most,,  when,  in  the  night  of  his  death, 
die  li^ht  of  hia&itb  brought  him  openly,  to  take  down  aiie  iSacbod 
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Corpe  before  aH  tlie  gazing  multitude,  and  to  embalm  k.  When 
WX3  ponfesG  God'$  name,  vvith  the  Psalmist,  before  kings;  when 
king^,  Defenders;  of  tiie  Faith,  profess  tlieir  rtdigioii  in  public  and 
ererlasting  nioniuneiits  to  all  natiom,  to  all  times ;  this  is  glorious 
to  God,  and  in  God  to  them.  It  is  no  matter,  hov%'  close  evils  be, 
nor  how  pabtic  good  is. 

.11.  TbisiiienoiighfortheChronography;  the  TOPOGRAPHY 
follows. 

■I  will  liot  here  stand  to  shew  you  the  ignorance  of  the  Vulgar 
traatJution,  in  joining  probattca  aitd  pisana  together,  agaiiMt  their 
bwn..fait  Vatican  copy,  ti'ith  other  ambient:  nor  spend  time  todii»- 
cuas,  whether  ttyofet  or  trvXy^  he  liere  understood  for  die  substantive 
ef  is^efittriHVi*.  it  is  most  likely  to  be  that  sheep-gate  spoken  of  in 
Itzi^a  :  nor  to  shew  bow  iH  pischut  in  the  Latin  answeis  the  Gn%k 
KoAvju^ildp/K*  ours  turn  it  a  pcol^  better  tlian  any  Latin  word  can  ex- 
press it:  nor  to  shew  you,  as  I  might,  how  many  public  pook 
were  in  Jerusalem:  nor  to  discuss  tli^  use  of  this  pool,  wbetiier  it 
wenD  for  washing  tbe  beasts  to  be  sacrificed,  or  to  wash  the  entrails 
o£  the  sacrifice  ;  whence  I  remember  Jerome  fetches  tiie  virtue  of 
the  water,  and  in  his  time  thoug^it  he  discerned  some  redness,  as 
if  the  blood  spilt  four  hundred  years  before  could  still  retain  hi^ 
first  tincture  in  a  liquid  .substanoe ;  besides,  that  it  wotild  be  a 
strange  saiyomin^  pool,  that  -were  brewed  with  blood,  and^  this  was 
MAufbif*)^.  This  conceit  arises  from  tiie  error  of  the  construe* 
tion,  in  mismatching  MoAt^Cijdptf'with  «po&mxs«).  Neither  will  I 
itrgue  whether  it  should  be  Bethsida,  or  Bothzida,  or  Bethsheda, 
or  fiethesda.  If  eitlier  you  or  myself  knew  not  how  to  be  rid  <^ 
time,  we  might  easily  wear  out  ba  many  hours  ia  this  pool,  as  tUs 
poor  ioapotent  man  did  years.  But  it  is  Edification  tliat  we  aifcct, 
and  not  Curiosity. 

This  pool  had  five  porches.  Neitlier  will  I  run  here,  with  St 
Austin,  into  allegories,  that  this  pool  was  the  people  of  tlie  JcwSi 
^gii4t  multie,  ponuhis  multus,  and  these  five  porches  the  Law  in 
the  five  books  of  Moses :  nor  stamd  to  confute  Adrichomtus,  vihOf 
out  of  Joscphus,  would  persuade  us,  that  these  five  porches  were 
built  by  Solomon,  and  that  this  was  stagnum  Solomonis^-  iox  the 
use  of  the  Temple.  The  following  words  shew  the  use  of  the 
porches';  for  the  receipt  of  impotent,  sick,  blind,  haUj  withered, 
that  waited  for  the  moving  of  the  wdter.  It  should  seem,  it  was 
tvalled  about,  to  keep  it  from  cattle  ;  and  tliese  five  vaulted  en- 
trances were  madc^  by  some  benefactors,  for  the  move  convenienca 
erf  attendance.  Here,  was  the  mercy  of  God  seconded  by  tho 
charity  of  men  :  if  God  will  give  cure,  they  will  .giv6  hanxwr- 
tiun^ly,  it  is  a  good  matter  j  io  put  our  bund  to  God's ;  and  to  fur^ 
ther  good  works,  with  convenience  of  cnjo}'i;ng  them. 
•  Jerui^alem  was  grown  a  city  •  of  blood,  to  the  persecution  of  the 
prophets,  to  a  wimil  despite  of  what  belonged  to  lier  peace,  to  a 
{profanation  of  God's  temple,  to  a  mere  fonnalitjr  in  God'sscn'icos; 
ix^,  yet  h^re  wtn'c  public  works  of  ctalrity  in  the  midst  of  b* 
streets.     We  may  not  always  jud^e  of  the  tnith  of  piety,  by  cha- 
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ritabk  actions.  Judas  disbursed  the  money  foi  Ciirist ;  thek'e  was 
ho  traitor  but  he.  The  poor  travellef ,  that  was  robbed  and  wound- 
ed betwixt  Jerusalem  and  Jericho,  was  passed  Qvex  first  by  the 
Priesty  then  the  Levite ;  at  last,  the  Samaritan  came  and  relieved 
him.  His  religion  was  n^iught,  yet  his  act  was  geod  ;  tbe  )^iest\ 
and  Levite's  relij^ion  $^ood,  their  uncharity  ill.  Novatas  himself 
was  a  martyr,  yet  a  schismatic.  Faith  is  the  soul,  and  good  works 
are  the  breadi,  saith  1^.  James :  but,  as  you  see  in  a  pair  of  bel- 
lows, there  is  a  forced  breath  without  Ufe :  so,  in  those  that  are  puffed 
np  with  the  wind  of  ostentation,  tlnere  may  be  charitable  works 
without  faith. 

Tbe  Church  of  Rome,  uQto  her  four  famous  Orders  of  Jaco- 
bins, Franciscans,  Augustins,  and  Carmelites,  hath  added  a  fifth  Qf 
Jesuits ;  and,  lile  another  Jerusalem,  for  those  five  leprous  and  la* 
zarly  Orders  hath  built  five  porches ;  that  if  the  water  <^  any 
state  be  stirred;  they  may  put  in  for  a  share.  How  many  cells  and 
convents  hath  she  raised  for  these  miserable  cripples !  and  now  sbc 
thinks  (though  she  exalt  herself  above  all  tnat  is  cajled  God, 
though  she  cbspense  with  and  against  God,  though  she  fall  down 
before  every  block  and  wafer,  though  die  kill  kings  and  equivocate 
widi magistrates,)  she  is  the  only  city  of  God:  Digna  est^  nam 
strurit  sj/tiagogatHf  She  is  war  thy  y /or  she  hath  InaU  a  syna-^ 
gogue. 

Are  we  more  orthodox,  and  shall  not  we  be  as  charitable  ?  I  am 
iiahained  to  think  of  rich  noblemen  and  merchants,  that  die  and 
give  nothing  to  our  five  porchc^  of  Bethesda.  What  shall  we  say  ? 
Have  they  made  their  nbammon  their  God,  instead  of  makiiie 
friends  with  their  niamnion  to  God  ?  Even  when  they  die,  will 
they  not,  like  Ambrose's  good  usurers,  part  wkh  that,  which  they 
cannot  hold ;  that  they  may  get  that,  which  they  cannot  lose  ? 
Can  they  begin  their  will.  In  Dei  nomine ^  Amen ;  and  give  no* 
thing  to  -God  ?  Is  he  only  a  witness,  and  not  a  legatee  ?  Can  we 
bequeath  our  souls  to  Christ  in  heaven,  and  give  nothing  to  his 
limbs  on  earth  i  And  if  they  will  not  give,  yet  will  they  not  lend  to 
God  ? .  Hcy  that  gives  to  iht  poor^  faeneratur  Deoy  lends  $o  God. 
Will  they  put  out  to  any,  but  God  ?  and  then ;  when,  instead  of 
giving  security,  lie  receives  with  one  hand  and  pays  with  an(K 
tiier,  receives  our  becjoest  and  gives  us  glory  }     O  damnable  nig- 

Erdliness  of  vain  men,  that  shames  the  Gospel,  and  loses  Heaven  1 
-1  me  shew  you  a  Bethesda,  that  wants  porches.  What  truer 
house  of  effusion,  than  the  Church  of  God;  which  sbeds  forth  wa- 
ters of  comfort,  yea,  of  life  i  Behold^  some  of  die  porchtts  of 
diis  Bethesda,  so  far  from  buildings  that  they  avcpuUed  down.  It 
is  a  wonder,  if  the  demolished  stones  o£.  God'SLhsMse  fa%ve  not 
biiilt  some  of  yours ;  and  if  some  of  you  have  not  your  rich 
snils  guarded  with  souls. 

There  were  wont  to  be  reckoned  three  wonders  of  England « 
^clesis^  Femina^  Land,  *<  The  Churches,  tho  Women,  the 
^^<'*  Femina  may  pass  still ;  who  may  justly  ^allenge  wun* 
^  fiiraheit  .vanity^  if  not  their  persons,    ^s  mr  Xantf,  if  it  be 
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wonderful  alone,  I  am  sure  it  is  ill  joined  with   Ecclesiat  the 

Church  is  fleeced,,  and  hath  nothing  but  a  bare  pdt  left  upon  her 

back.     And  as  for  Ecclesia^  either  men  have  said  with  the  Baby- 

Jonians,  jDawnwith  it,  dawn  with  it,  even  tafhe  grtnind  y  or  else, 

in  respect  x>f  the  maintenance,  with  Judas,  tit  quid  perdUio  luecf 

:Wky.7vas  tids  waste?  How  many  remorseful  souts  have  Bent  back, 

with  Jacob's  sons^  their  money  m  tbeir  sacks*  mouths  !  How  many 

(rreat  testators  have,  in  their  fast  will,  returned  theanathtematizea 

.pectUium  of.  Impropriations  to  the  Church  ^  chusing  rather  to  inb> 

pair  their  heir,  xhan  to  burden  their  souls.     Duni  times j  ne  pro  te 

patriynoniuvi  tuum    perdas,  ipse  patrimo  nio    tiio  per^,    saitfa 

.  Cyprian ;  M  While  thou  fearest,  to  lose  thy  patrimony:  for  thy  own 

«good,  thOu  perishest  with  thy  patrimony.'' 

'  Ye  great  men,  spend  ndft  all  your  time  in  buildiog' castles  in  cbe 
air,  or  bouses  on  the  sand;  b^  set  your  hands  and  pursed  to  the 
.'building  ;of  tiie  pbrches  of  Bethc^a.  .  It  is  ashanie  for  aricb 
Christian^  to  be  like  a  Christmas-box,  that  receives  all,  afid  nothing 
can  be  got  out,  till  it  be  broken  in  pieces ;  or  like  unto  d  drowned 
man^s  hand,  that  hdd^  whatsoever  it  gets.  To  d^  goody  and  to  dis- 
tribute, forget  not  i  for  until  such  sacrifices,  God'ihti)€il  pleased, 

III.  This  was  the  Hace,  what  whs  the  URK  of  it  ?•    All  sorts  of 

patients  Werd  at  the  bank  of  Bcthesda  :  where,  should  cripples  be, 

but  at  the  Spittle  ?     The  sick,  blind,  lame,  withered,  all  that  did 

either  morbo  labor  are  ovvitio  corporis,  complain"  of  sickness  orim- 

poteney/wdre  there.    In  natural  course,  one  receipt? bealsnotaB 

diseases ;  no,  nor  one  agent !  one  is  an  i^culLst ;  another^'a  Bcme- 

setter ;  another;  a  Chirurgeon  :  but  all  diseases-  are  alike  to  the  su- 

ipernatural  power  of  God..  ;.      :     ♦ 

•   'Hippocrates,  tbough. die  prince  of  physician^,  yet  swears  bt 

iSsculaprias  he  wiil  never  middle  with  cutting  of  the -stone.  There 

is  no  diseasiD,  that  ^t .  will  notaieddie  with :  there  arc  many,  that  it 

cannot  core.  *  The^poor  JlieifnorrJwissa  w^  eigHteeti y^r^  in  tte 

physiciank^  hands ;  and  had  puiiged  away  both  her  body  and  ber 

.substance.  •  Yea,  some  it  ;)iills;'i instead^ df  healing':  whence  one 

Hebrew  word  signifies  both  Physioians  and  Dead  Mon>     But  be^ 

Jbold,  hercall  sicknesses  cured  by  Owe* hand,  and  by  oae  water.  0 

all  ye,  that. are  spiritually  sicLand  diseased,  come  to  the  Pool  of 

•Bethesda,  th&  blood  of  Christ.     I>o'>yB  complain. of  the  blindTie^ 

of  yoMt'  ignorance  i  here  ye  shall  receive  dearnbss  of  sight;  of 

tbe:diliteinper  of  passions?  here;  eate;  ^f'tlie  superfluity  of  your 

sinful  humours  ?^  here,:  \evuduation  ;  of  the;  iaipotency  of*  your 

obodience?  here;  integi*ity;    of'  the  dead  witlieredncss:of  good 

affections  ?--hei«,ylife. and  vigonn..  Whatsoever  ly»uril>fi»tti<J^  be, 

cometo  theiMDokbf  Bethes(Utj;.^dbe  healed.      .^^  ;.   i 

.  .  All:  th^s^ms^.  be^oirrdd  ;  -  yet'  sbill  .l>e  cur»d  at  »lei$uw.  '-Ail 

must  wait ;  all  must  hope  in  waiting.     Mctbinkay'I.  s&elbdw  esm- 

busly  thesd'cripplcs  loolLxinc'ixponanotlit'r,' each' thinking  o*'*^? 

let;  each  wAjtcnmg  mpreueul  other,  tjach  hoping- to/beaie^ct;  like 

enmlous  couitiein,'  thatigapc  Bnd.viefor  tho  oe^t  pns£etnicnt,«^ 

tbink  it  a  palntd  hope*  autd^  torment  to  be  prenonted.  *  But  Be- 
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diesda  must  be  w«itetl'on^  •  He  is  worthy  ctf  his  crutches,  that  will 
not  stay  God's  kisare  for  his  enre.  There  is  no  virtue,  no  sue- 
eesB,  without  patience.  Waiting  isr  a  familiar  lesson  with  cour- 
tiers ;  aad  kere,  we  iiave  all  need  of  it.  One  is  sick  of  an  overflow- 
ing  of  the  gull,  another  of  a  tumor  of  pride,  another  of  the  ten- 
tigo  of  hist,  another  of  the  vertigo  of  inconstancy,  another  of  the 
chfdLing  squinancy  of  curses  and  blasphemies ;  one  of  the  boulimy 
of  .gluttony,  another  of  the  pleuriticai  stitches  of  envy  ;  one  of 
the  contracting  cramp  .of  covetousness,  another  of  the  atrophy 
of  uaproiiciency ;  x>ne  is  hidebound  with  pride,  another  is  con- 
sttmaa  with  emulation,  anotlier  rotten  with  corrupt  desires :  and 
ve  are  ao  much  the  sicker,  if  we  feel  no't  these  distempers.  Oh 
that  we  could  wait  at  the  Bethesda  of  Crod,  attend  diligently  upon 
kv  oMiinances :  we  could  no  more  fail  of  cure,  than  now  we  can 
bope  for  cure.-  We  wait  hard,  and  endure  much  for  the  body.  Suatu 
tirkborikus  cigitur^  tit  longiore  tempore  laboretur  I  Mmti  erucia^ 
tus mscipiuntur  cert2\  ut  paticz  dies  adjiciantur  incerti;  "-What 
toil  do  we  take,  that  we -may  toil  yet  longer  !  We  endure  many 
certain  pains,  for  thcaddition  of  a  few  uncertain  days  ;^'  saith  Austin. 
Why  will  we  not  do  thus  for  the' soul  ?  Without  waiting,  it  will 
pot  l^e.  The  Cripple,  Act  iii,  4,  was  bidden,  /3Af^(/ov  stg  vi^JMQy 
Iwiik  up  to  us.  He  looked  up.  It  was  cold  con)fort  that  he  heard  j 
Silver  ajid ^gld  hava  I  nojie:  .but  the  next  clause  made  amends 
for  all;  Surge  et  amhtjia^  Rise  and  walk:  and  this  was,  because 
^«;i56v  wofffioKwv,  he  attended  expecting^  v.  5.  Would  we  be 
cured  ?  It  is  not  for  us  to  snatch  at  Bethe^a,  as  a  dog  at  Nilus ; 
nor  to  draw  water  and  away,  as  Rebekah ;  nor  to  set  us  awhile 
ipon  the  banks,  as  the  Israelites  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon  :  but  we 
must  dwell  in  God's  house ;  wait  at  Bethesda. 

But  what  shall  I  say  to  you,. Courtiers,  but  even  as  St.  Paul  to  \m 
Corinthians,  Ye  are  fully  ye  are  richy  ye  are  strong  without  us  ? 
Many  of  you  come  to  this  place,  not  as  to  Bethel,  the  Hou^  of 
Cod,  or  Bethesda,  the  House  of  Effusion ;  bi^t  as  to  Beth^ven, 
the  House  of  Vanity.  l(  you  have  not  lost  your  old  \jqi>t,  there 
*remore  words  spoken  in  the  outer  closet  by  the  hearers,  tha^  \n 
the  chapel  by  the  preacher;  iasif  it  were  closet,  quasi  cXos^-sctt  in 
^^  cxcbanore,  like  communioition  of  news.     What,  do  ye  think 


"  imx  aqye  uuu,k  oj  Vjourseives  r  ,^jMi^ve  you  oniy  a  posrern  lo  go 
^  heaven  by  yourselves  ;  wherethrough  ye' can^ go,  besides  the 
"^olishneks  ot  pittTabhifig  ?  ot  do  ye  sing  fhat  old  Pelagian  .note, 
^*ii^  nurif  mihi  opiis  ht'Deo  ^^*-^  VVliat  need  have  I  of  Gocj  ?" 
v'hatshoxild'l  sny  to  tliis  but,  Tnci^ejycty  Domine  f 

As  for  oUr  IrouAeirofcVsernriohs,'  our  auditors  are  like  the  fruit  of 
*^reein  an  unseasonable  year ;  or,  like  a  wood  new  f^jllpd,  tha^ 
nath  som^  few  spires  left  for  standeps  some  poles  distance;  or, 
nkfe  the'tlthi^  sheaves  in  a  field  when  fhe  corn,  is  go.iie,  fi^,  lno, 
Tff'Cj  &c.  as  he  said.  It  is  true,  ye' have  more  sermons  and  more 
?^^llent,  thanali  theoourfstiuderlicavcli  put' togotluT:  but,  as 
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Austin  dtid  mH,  8uhI  mihi  prodefit  ionm  res  nan  uienii  ktnif 
<<  What  am  I  the  better  for  a  mmL  thing,  if  I  use  it  not  well  P' 
let  me  teH  you,  all  these  (brctbie  means  not  weUused,  will  set  you 
the  further  off  from  iieeven.  If  the  chapel  urere  the  Bcthe^da  of 
promotion,  what  thronging  would  there  be  into  it !  Yea,  if  it 
were  but  some  mosk^house,  wherein  a  glorious,  though  mmuentanr, 
show  were  to  be  presented,  neither  white  staves  nor  halberts  coaid 
keep  you  out.  Behold  here,  ye  are  o6ered  the  honour  to  be,  by 
this  seod  ct  regeneration,  the  Sons  of  God.  The  kingdom  efhes*- 
ven,  the  crown  of  glory,  the  sceptre  of  mafcsty^  in  one  word, 
eternal  life,  is  here  offered  and  performed  to  you*  Oh  let  us  not 
so  far  forget  ourselves,  as,  in  the  ordinances  of  God,  to  coatenMi 
0ur  own  Happiness.  But  let  us  know  the  time  of  our  visititioD : 
kt  us  wait  reverently  and  intentively  upon  this  Beliiesda  of  God; 
that  when  the  angel  shall  descend  and  move  the  watery  our  sools 
may  be  cured,  and,  through  all  the  degrees  of  grace,  may  be  e^« 
Tied  to  the  full  lieight  of  tneir  glory.  John  v* 


THE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  MEDITATIONS  tJPON  THE 

TRANSFIGURATION  OF  CHRIST, 

IN   A  £BEMON 

nt£AX:HED  AT  HAVEytING  BOWER,  BEFORE  KING  JAMES,  OF  BLESSED 

•  MEMORY. 

There  is  not,  in  all  divinity,  a  higher  speculation,  than  this,  of 
Christ  Transfigured.  Suffer  me,  tlierefore,  to  lead  you  up  by  the 
hand  into  Mount  ^X^^or,  for  nearer  to  heaven  ye  cannot  come, 
while  ye  are  upon  earth  ;  that  you  may  see  him  glorious  upon 
earth,  the  re^on  bf  his  shame  and  abasement,  who  is  now*  glorious 
in  Hea^'en,  Uie  tlirone  of  his  Majesty. 

'  He,  that  would  not  have  his  Transfiguration  spoken  of  till  he 
were  raised,  would  have  it  spoken  of  all  the  world  over,  now  that 
he  is  raised  and  ascended ;  that,  by  this  momentary  glory,  ve 
may  judge  of  the  eternal. 

The  Circumstances  shall  be  to  us  as  the  skirts  of  the  hill,  which 
we  will  climb  up  lightly :  the  Time,  Place,  Attendants,  Com- 
pany: the  Time,  after  six  days;  the  Place,  a  high  hUl  apart; 
the  Attendants,  Peter,  James y  John ;  the  Company,  Moses  aM 
Elias:  which  when  we  liave  passed,  on  the  top  of  flie  hill  shall 
appear  to  us  that  sight,  which  shall  once  make  us  glorioifi,  and,  ia 
the  mean  time,  happy. 

I.  All  three  evangelists  accord  in  the  terminus  a  fuo,  that  it  wa^ 
immediately  after  those  words,  There  be  some  of  them  that  stand 
hei^e,  which  shall  mU  taste  of  deaths  till  they  have  seen  the  Son  (jf 
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Mufn  tome  m  hU  kmgdinn  :  wherein,  metfainkft,  ch«  act'eamoieiits 
upon  tite  wcnrds.    Peter,  JaitH»,  And  John  were  xhf&ssi  sonie :  they 
tMted  not  of  death,  tMl  they  saw  this  heavenly  image  of  the  roy^' 
ahvof  Christ  glofiAed. 

tint  the  tcf-minus  fud  disagrees  a  little.  Matthew  and  Mark  aay, 
after $ix  ;   Luke,  fwt  feri  otio:  which,  as  they  ane  easily  reootif 
ctled  :by  the  usual  ^ttnction  of  inclusivi  and  txdushi^  necessary  < 
for  all  computations,  and  Luke's  ak^ut  eight ;  so,  methinks,  seen^ 
to  intimate   Ood*s  seventh  day,  the  sai^ath :  why  should  there 
be  el^e*  so  precise  mention  of  six  days  after,  and  about  ei^ht,  biit 
to  imply  that  day,  wliich  was  betwixt  the  sixth  and  eighth  T   God*s 
ds^  waa  fittest  for  so  Divine  a  ^orh :  and  well  might  that  day, 
which  imported  God*s  rest  and  man's  glory,  be  nsed  for  the  clear 
representation  of  tlx!  rest  and  glory  of  C^od  and  Man.   But  in  tbis' 
conjectttre,  for  ought  I  know,  I  go  4lonc.     I  dare  not  be  too  reso- 
lute.    Certainly^  it  ynk%  tlie  seventh,  wliether  it  were  that  seventh, 
the  seventh  afterthc  promise  of  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  exhibit-' 
ed ;  and  this,  perhaps,  not  withont  a  mystery.     *^  God  teacheth^ 
both  by  wordsand  acts,^'  saith  Hilary,  <*  that  after  six  ages  of  the 
world,  should  be  Christ's  glorious  appearance,  and  our  tnmsfigii* 
ration  with  him."    Bat  I  know  wliat  our  Saviour's  fcnewell  was, 
s%  i^uMW  7y«0Mei,  iV  is  iwi  for  us  to  hww.     But  if  we  may  not 
know,  we  may  conjecture ;  yet  not  above  thai  we  oughty  saith  St, 
I^iill:  we  moy  not  super  sapere^  as  Tertullian's  phrase  is. 

n.  For  the'  PLACE,  tradition  hath  token  it  still  for  Tabor.  I  list 
not  to  crAss  it  without  warrant. 

This  was  a  high  hill  indeed  ;  '^  thirty  furlongs  high,"  sadtb  Jo« 
sephns ;  ^niri  i^tundiiaie  suihmify  saith  Jerome  :  and  so  ste^, 
that  some  of  our  English  travellers,  that  have  desired  to  climb  it  of 
late,  have  been  glad  to  give  it  up  in  the  midway,  and  to  measure 
the  rest  with  their  eyes. 

l>onbtless,  this  hill  whs  a  symbol  of  Heaven  ;  being  near  it,  as  iH 
situation,  so  in  ri^enibiance.  Heaven  is  expressed  usually  by  tbd 
name  of  GotVs  hiU ;  und  nature,  or  this  appellation,  taUgfat  the 
heathens  to  figure  it  by  thoir  Olympus. 

All  divine  aH'airs,  of  any  magnificence,  irere  done  on  hills.     On 

thehillof  Hioui,  was  the  Law  delivered  :  on  the  hill  of  Moriah,  was 

Isaac  to  be-sacrific(-d;  whence  Abraham's  poesy  is,  rwTfinJJ  ift 

montc  praiidebitur :  on  the  hill  of  Hcphidim,  stood  Moses  with 

the  rod  of  God  in  his  stretched  hand ;  and  figured  Him  Crucified 

>ipon  thi?  hill,  whom'  JoshiWi  figured  victorious  indies-alley:  on 

dte  hills  of  Khal  and  C;eri/im,  were  the blessinjgii and  curses:  on 

CarttK-l,  was  iLlfjah'^  sacrifice  :  the  Pknnaisteria^  scbocds  or  uui- 

tiTsities  of  the  proplicts,  were  still   Ramah  and  Gibeah,  txcelsa^ 

hij^h  places :  "who  knows  not,  that  on  tlie'  hill  of  Sipn  stood  the 

Temple  ?    /  have  looked  up  to  the  hiUs^  siiith  the  PsahniKt :  and 

idolatry,  in  imitation,  had  their   hill-altars :    on  the  Mount  of 

Olives,  ^vas  Christ  \vpnt  to  send  up  his  pravers,  and  sent  up  him- 

«-lf:  and  here,  Luko  saith,  heu^ent  up  to  a  high  hilly  to  pray: 

^^  for  that  God  makes,  diiference  of  places,  to  whose  immensity 
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heaven,  itself  is  i^  valley ;  it  was  a  heathenish  conceit  of  those  Axmr 
ites^  that  God  is  Detis  montium^  The  God  of  tht  mountains  i  but 
because  we  are  commooiy  more  disposed  to  good,  by  either  the 
freedom  of  our  scope  to  heaven ,  or  tbeawfulness  or  solitary  si* 
Iqnce  of  places,  which,  as  one  saith,  strikes  a  kind  of  adoration 
into  us»  or  by  our  local  removal  from  this  attractive  body  of  the 
earth :  howsoever,  when  the  body  sees  itself  above  the  earth,  tlie 
eye  of  the  mind  is  more  easily  raised  to  her  heaven. 

It  is  good  to  take,  all  advantage.of  place,  (setting  'aside  super* 
stition,)  to.  further  our  devotion.  Aaron  and  Hur  were  in  the 
mountain  with  Moaes,  and  held  up  his  hands.  Aaron,  sa^.some 
ajlegoriste,  is  mountainous ; :  Hur,  tiecy :  heavenly  meditation  aod 
the  fire  of  charity  must  lift  up  our  prayers  to  God.  As  Satan 
carried  up'  Chrisft  to  a  high  hul,  to  tempt  him;  so  be  carries  up 
himself,  to  be  freed  from  temptation  and  distraction.  If  ever  we 
lyould  be  transfigured  in  our  disposition,  we  must  leave  the  earth 
below,  and  abandon  all  worldly  thoughts.  Venite^  ascendamus; 
^^  Oh  come,  let  us  climb  up  ta  the  hill,  where  God  sees  or  is  seen," 
saith  devout  Bernard.  ^^  O  all  ye  cares,  distractions,  thoughtful-. 
ness,  labours,  pains,  servitudes,  stay  me  here  with  this  ass,  my 
body,  till  I  witn  the  boy,  that  is,  my  reason  and  understanding, 
shall  worship  and  return,'*  saith  the  same  Father,  wittily  alluding 
to  the  journey  of  Abraham  for  his  sacrifice. 

Wherefore  tlien  did  Christ  climb  up  this  high  hill  ?  Not  to  look 
about  him,  but,  saith  St.  Luke,  'mfo(r£\jiu<r^ai  to  pray  I  not  for  pto- 
spect,  but  for  devotion ;  that  bis  thoughts  might  climb  up  yet 
nearer  to  Heaven. 

Behold  how  Christ  entered  upon  all  his  great  works,  with  prmrs 
in  his  mouth..  When  he.  was.  to  enter  into  that  great  work  of^his 
hunuliation  in  his  Passion,  he  went  into  the  garden  to  pray  ;  when 
he  is  to  enter  into  this  great  work  of  his  exaltation  in  his  trains* 
figuring,  he  went  up  into  tbe  mountain  to  pray  :  he  was  taken  up 
fnom  his  knees  to  both. 

O  noble*  example  of  piety  and  devotion  to  us  !  He  > was  God, 
that  prayed  :  the  God,  that  he  prayed  to,  he  might  have  coai- 
manaod ;  yet  he  prayed,  that  we  men  might  learn  of  him  to  pray 
to  him.    What  should  we  men  dare  to  do.  without  prayers :  when 
he,  diat  was  God,,  would  do  nothing  without  them  ? 
•   The  verv  heathen  poet  couid  6ay,  ^  Jove  principium;   and 
t^hioh  of  those  verse-mongers  ever  durst  write  a  ballad^  without 
imploring  of  some  deity  ?  Which  of  the  heathens  dun>t  attempt 
any  great  enterprise,  iiUaluio  numine,  without  invocation  and  ss- 
cnmce  I  Saul  himself  would  play  the  priest,  and  offer  a  burnt-of- 
fering to.  the  Lord,  rather  than  the  Philistines  should  fight  with 
him  /unsupplicated ;  as  thinking  any  devotion  better  than  none; 
andthinkihg  it.. more  safe  to  sacrifice  without  a  pri^t,  than  to 
fight  without  prayers.  *'  Ungirt,  unblest,"  was  tlie  oW  word ',  as 
not  ready  till  they  were  girded,  so  not  till  they  liad  pcayed.    And 
bow  dare  we  rush  into  the  affairs  of  God  or  the  state ;  how  dtt* 
we  thrust  oujrselvesjnto  actions  either  pi^rilous  or  important;  witn-» 
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ojMl  eirerjiftuig  up  our  eyes  and.  hearts  unto  the  God  of  Hean^ea  ^  • 
exoept  we  would  say,  as  the  devilish  malice  of  Suriusslanders/that . 
jealous  Luther,  Nac  propter  Deum  futc  res  captafst^  nee  propter ' 
DeumJiHietur^  Xi\    ^^  This  business  was  neither  begun  for  God, ' 
nor  shall  be  ended  for  him."     How  can  God  bless  us,  if  we  im* 
piore  Jiim  not  i  How  can  we  jMrospery  if  he  bless  us  not  i  How  can 
ure  hope  ever  to  be  transfignred  irom  a  lump  of  corrupt  flesh,  if  * 
ve  do  not  ascend  and  pray  ?  As  the  Samaritan  .woman  said  weakly^, 
we  may  seriously,  The  vfdl  of  mercies  is  deep :  if  thou  hast  »o- 
thing  to  draw  wilh^  never^look  to  taste  of  the  watens  of  life. 

I  iear  the  worst  oi  men,  Turks,  and  the  worst  Turks,  the  Moorst 
shall  rise  up  in  judgment  against  many  Christians ;  with  whom  -it^ 
is  a  just  exception  against  any.  witness  by  their  taw,  that  he  hath 
not  prayed  six  times  in  each  natural  day.  Before  the  day  break, 
they  pray  for  day  ;  when  it  is  day,  they  give  God  thanks  for  day  > 
4t  noon,  tiiey  thank  God  for  half,  the  day  past ;  after  tiiat,.  thiey 
pray  for  a  good  sunset ;  after  that,  they  timnk  God  for  the  day 
passed ;  and  lastly,  pray  for  a  good  night  after  their  day.  And 
we  Christians  sufler  so  many  suns  and  moons  to  rise  and  set  upoo 
oar  heads,  and  never  lift  up  our  hearts  to  their  Creator  and  oars, 
either  to  .ask  his  blessing,  or  to  acknowledge  it ! 

Of  all  men.  under  heaven,  none  had  so  much  need  to  pray  as 
Courtiers.     That,  which  was  done  but  once  to  Christ,  is  always 
done  to  them  :  they  are  set  upon  the  hill,  and  see  the  glory  of  the 
^ttgdoms  of  the  earth.     But  I.fear  it  is  seen  of  them,  as  it  is  with' 
some  of  the  ni^iners,  the  more  iieed,  the  less  devotion. 

HI.  Ye  have  seen  Uie  Place,  see  the  ATTENDANTS.  He 
would  not  have  many ;  because  he  woiiid  not  have  it  yet  known 
to  all  j  heoce  was-hisinterminariony  and  sealing  up  their  mouths 
witli  a  Nenn»i'  dicite^  Tell  no  man  ;  not*  none ;  because  he  wouU 
aot  have  it  altogether  unknown,  and  afterwards  would  have  it 
knowji  to  ali^  . 

Three  were  a  legal  number ;  in  ore  duorum  aut  trimny  in  tie 
moutA  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  He  had  eternally  possessed  the 
glory  of  his,. Father  without  any  witnesses;  in. time,  the  angels 
wore  .blessed  with  that  sight;  and,  asfter  thatv  two  bodily,  yet  hea- 
venly,  wki^esses  were  alLqwod^  Enoch  and  KH^i :  now  in  his  Hu« 
manuy  be  Mfas  invested  with  gk)ry,  he  takes  but  three  witnesses, 
^nd  those  earthly  and  weak,  Peter,  James,  J  ohm 

AihI  why  these  ?  We  nny  be  too  curious;  Peter,  because  the 
dilest ;  John,  because  the  dearest;  Jbunes,  because  next  Peter  the 
fseajouseat;  Peter,  liecause  he  loved  Christ' most ;  John,  because 
Cbrvst.most  loved  him ;  J toios,  because  next  toi>oth  beloved,  and 
was  loved  most.  I  would  rather  to  have  no  reason,  but,  quia  cofn- 
placuiiy  '.*  because  it  so  pieced  Wm."  Why  may  we  not  as  well 
^9  why  he  chose  th^se  twcive  from  others,  as  wny  he  chose  tbpse 
wrBeoutoftbetwelMQ?   • 

It*  any  Romanists  will  raise  from  hence  any  privilege  to  Peter, 
which  we  cQukl  be.  well  content  to  3'ield  if  that  would  make  them 
^ver  the  honester  men,-tiiey  must  remember,  that*  they  must  take 


cmnfHwy  M'lth  them ;  which  these  I^otnpetan  spirits  cafmol  abid^. 
A»  good  no  pririlegey  as  any  partnerB.  And  withal^  they  musi  see 
fatm  wore  taxed  for  his  error  in  this  act,  than  honoured  hy  }m 
presence  at  tlie^  act ;  wliereasy  tl>e  beloved  disciple  saw,  am) 
erred  act. 

These  same  three,  which  were  witnessef^  of  his  'rV^tt0fi|r«yatioo 
vsk  the  mount;  wer^  %vitiies6CB  of  his  Agony  in  the  garden ;  all  tiiree« 
apd  ibese  three  alone,  ^'ere  present  at  both :  but  both  times  sleep- 
ing. These  were  arietesgre^is,  *^  The  belKwatliers  erf  thell«ck,'* 
as  Austin  calk  tbenv.  Oh  weak  devotion  of  three  great  disciples ! 
These  were  Paurs  three />tii&i7*^,  0/  ortfAoi  iawsvre^j  Gal.  ii.  9.  Christ 
takes  them  up  twice;  once  to  be  witnesses  of  bis  greatjest  glery, 
once  of  his  greatest  extremity  :  they  sleep  both  times.  The  ether 
was  in  the  night,  more  tolerable ;  this  by  day,  yea  in  aliglit  abore 
<^y.  Gbrysostom  would  fain  excuse  it  to  be  an  amazed  ness,  not 
a  sleep ;  not  considering,  that  they  slept  both  at  that  C^ory,  and 
after  in  the  Agony. 

.  To  see  that  Master  praying,  one  would  liave'thouglit  shouM 
have  fetched  them  on  their  knees ;  especially  to  see  those  lieaven- 
ly  afiections  look  out  at  his  ej^es ;  to  see  his  soul  lilited  up  in  his 
hands,  in  that  transported  fashion,  to  Heaven.  But  now,  the  hill 
hath  wearied  tlieir  limbs,  their  body  clogs  their  sool,  and  they  fall 
asleep.  While  Christ  saw  divine  visions,  they  dreamed  dreuns; 
while  he  was  in  another  world,  ravislied  with  ttie  sight  of  his  Fa- 
therms  g^iy  7  yc9^  of  his  own,  they  were  in  another  world,  a  world 
of  fancies,  surprised  with  tlie  couai)  of  death,  sleep. 

Besides  so  gracious  an  example,  their  own  necessity  {quia  in- 
cessanier  peccoy  *'  because  I  contimiully  sin,'*  Bemanl's  reason) 
might  have  moved  them  to  pray,  rather  tlian  therr  Master ;  snd 
behold,  instead  of  fixing  their  eyes  upon  heaven,  rtiey  shut  theei ; 
instead  of  lifting  up  their  liearts,  tlieir  lieads  fall  down  upon-  their 
shoulders ;  and  shortly,  here  was  snoring,  instead  ei  sighs  and 
pf^yerSte 

.:  This  was  not  Ahraliani^s  or  Elihu'secstaticat  sleep.  Job  xxxiii; 
not  the  sleep  <rf  tiie  Church,  a  waking  sleep ;  but  tlie  plain  sleep 
of  the  eyes:  and  not  thatnoon,  a  slimbering  sleep,  which  Dsvid 
denies  to  himseh*,  Psal.  cxxxii.  4.  bat  n3Vr  a  sound  sleep,  wrMch 
^lo»non  forbids,  Prov.  vi.  4.  yea  rather  n/mni  the  dead  sleep  of 
Adam  or  Jonas  ;  and^  as  Bernard  Iiad  wont  to  say,  when  he  bespd 
a  Monk  snore,  they  did  cm^nalitei*  seit  seetdariier  dorwh^e. 

Prayer  is  an  ordinary  .receipt  for  sleep.    .How  prone  aare  we  to 
k,  when  we 
and  lost  a 

of  God^s  taking.  The  good  husbandman  slept,  and  found  tares. 
Kutychtui  slept,  and  fell.  While  Satan  lulls  us  asleep,  as  be  doth 
always  rock  the  cradle  when  we  sleep  in  our  devotions,  he  e^^ 
takes  some  good  from  us,  or  puts  some  evil  in  us,  or  eadangcP*  ^ 
a'deadUr  fcU.  - 

Away  with  this  spiritual  lethargy.     Bernard  bacf  wont  to  sayi 
tiiat  those,  which  sleep,  arc  dead  to  men  \  those,  that  are  dead)  ^ 
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isieep  to  God.  Bat  I  toy,  those,  tliat  sleep  at  chureh',  ore  dead 
to  God  ;  ao  we  pieach  tlieir  funeral  ^rmons,  instead  of  hortatoi^y . 
And,  as  he  was  wont  to  say,  he  lost  no  time,  so  much  as  tliat, 
wherein  he  slept ;  so  let  me  add,  there  is  no  loss  of  time  so  despe* 
rate,  as  of  hdy  time.  Think  that  Christ  saith  to  thee  at  erery  ser-- 
Bion,  as  he  did  to  Peter,  Etiam^  Petrt^  dormis  Y  Steepest  tkoUy 
Peter?  CouUst  t/um  not  wake  with  me  one  hoar  ?  A  slumbering' 
and  a  drowsy  heart  do  not  become  the  business  and  presence  of 
him,  that  keepeth  Israel,  and  slumbers  not. 

IV.  Th^se  were  the  Attendants ;  see  the  COMPANIONS  of 
Christ.  As  our  glory  is  not  consummate  without  society,,  ho  mort 
would  Christ  have  his ;  therefore  his  Transfiguration  hath  two 
companions,  Moses,  Elias. 

As  St.  Paul  says  of  himself,  Whether  in  the  My  &r  out  of'  the 
hody^  I  know  not^  God  knows ;  so  say  I  of  these  two. 

Of  Elijah  there  may  seem  less  doubt,  since  we  know  that  his  body 
was  assumed  to  heaven,  and  might^a^  well  come  down  for  Christ's 
l^lory  as  go  up  for  his  own ;  although  some  grave  authors,  as  Cat. 
Tin,  Oecolampadius,  Bale,  Fulk,  have  held  his  body,  with  Enr>ch*s, 
resolved  into  tlieir  elements:  sed  ego  non  credti/us  t///>.  Knach 
trandatus  est  in  carne^  if  Elias  eameus  raptns  est  in  radium  j  S(c, 
**  Enoch  was  translated  in  the  flesh,  and  Elias  being  yet  in  the  flesh 
was  taken  into  heaven,'^  saitli  Jerome,  in  his  Epistle  ad  Pum^ 
waehium. 

And  .for  Moses ;  though  it  be  rare  and  singular,  and  Austin 
makes  much  scruple  of  it ;  yet  why  might  not  he  after  death  n^urti 
in  his  body  to  the  glory  of  Christ*s  Transfiguration,  as  well  is  af- 
terwards many  of  the  Hatnts  did  to  the  glory  of  his  Resurrection  I 
I  cannot  therefore,  with  the  gloss,  think,  there  is  any  reason  why 
Moses  should  take  another,  a  borrowed  body,  rather  than  liis  own. 
Heaven  could  not  give  two  fitter  companions,  more  admirable  to 
the  Jews  for  their  miracles,  more  gracious  with  God  for  their  faith 
and  holiness  :  both  of  thorn  admitted  to  the  confen*nce  ^^-ith  God 
in  Horeb  ;  both  of  them  types  of  Christ ;  both  of  thorn  fustcd  forty 
days ;  both  of  them  for  the  glory  of  God  suflercd  many  perils ; 
both  divided  the  waters ;  both  the  messengers  of  God  to  Kings ; 
both  of  them  marvellous,  as  in  their  life,  so  in  their  end.     A  dia- 
riot  ef  angels  took  away  Elias ;  he  was  sought  by  the  prophets,  an 4 
not  fonnd  :  Michael  strove  with  the  Devil  for  tfie  body  of  Mo^s ; 
he  was  sought  for  by  the  Jews,  and  not  found  : '  and  now  both  of 
them  are  found  here  together  on  Tabor.     This  Klias  shews  hiitmel^ 
to  the  Royal  Prophet  of  his  Church ;  this  Moses  shirws  himself  to 
the  true  Michael :  Moses  the  publisher  of  the  Law,  Elias  the  chief 
of  the  Prophets,  shew  themselves  to  the  God  of  the  Law  and  Pro- 
phets,    Alter  povuli  inf^rvhotor  aliqnando^  alter  rrfonnator  q%iau~    • 
deque;  "  One  tii«  informer  once  of  tlie  people,  the  otfier  the  re- 
former sometimes,*'  saith  Tertull.  in  4.  adver.  Marcionein,    Alter 
initiator  Veteris  Testamentiy  alter  consununator  Nori;  *'  One  the 
firat  register  of  tlie  Old  Testament,  tlie  oUier  the  shutter  up  of  tlie 
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I  verify  thinks  with  Hilary,  that  these  tiro  are  pointed  at  astha 
forerunnen  of  the  fiecond  coining  of  Christ,  as  nojur  .they  were  the 
foretell^  of  bis^departuro-:  neitter  doubt  I,  that  these  ase  the  Twa 
Witnesses,  which  are  alluded  to  in  tln^  Apocalypse;  ho^fsoever 
divers  of  the  Fathers  have  thrust  Enoch  into  the  placer  of  Moses/ 
Look  upon  tl)e  place,  Apoc.  :^i.  5,  6.  Who  but  £lia»  ein  he  be, 
pf  whom  is  said,  If  af^  nian  mil  hurt  kim^  fire  procendeih  out  ef 
its  mouih^a^ul  devoureih  his  enemu^s^  alluding  to  2  Kincs  i.  i  Who 
but  Elias,  of  whom  is  said,  ffe  haih  fiowcr  to  shut  thif  heaven^  thai 
it,  ruin  nqt  in  the  dojfs  &f  his  prgphestfingj  alludiiig  to  1  Kings 
xviii  h  Who  but  Moses,  of  whom  it  is  said^  He  hath  power  to  turn 
tfie-iimalers  into  blood,  and  smite  the  earth  with  all  manner  of 
plagues,  alluding  to  Exod.  vii,  and  viii  ?  But  take  me  aright: 
lot  me  not  seem  a.  friend  to  the  publicans  ci  Rome,  an  abettor  of 
those  alcoran-Jiko  fables  of  our. popish  doctors,  who,  not  seeing 
the  wood  for  trees,,  do  hterere  in  cortice^  ^^  stick  in  the  bark/' 
taking  all  concerning  that  Antichrist  according  to  the  letter.  Odif 
i(  arciu).  So  shull  Moses  and  Elias  come  again  in  those  Witneives, 
as  Elias  is  already  come  iu  John  Baptist :  their  spirits  shall  be  in 
these  Witnesses,  whose  bodies  and  spirits  were  witnesses,  both  of 
the  present  glory  and  futuse  passion  of  Christ, 

Doubtless,  many  thousand  angeb  saw  this  sight,  and  .were  not 
$een*;  these  two  both  saw  and  were  seen.  Oh  lipw  .great  a  hsmpi* 
ness  was  it  for  these  two  great  prophets,  in  then*  glorified  6esi\  to 
S^  tb<eir  glprified  Savipfur,.  wjio  befoix;  his  luraruattoit  had  spoken 
to  tl^^m !  to  spe^k  to  that  Msin  God,  pf  whom  they  were  gioriiied, 
and.  to  become  prophets  not  to  men»  but  to- God  i  And  if  Mo8e:i'$ 
fece  so.  shone  before,  wlien  he  spoke  to  him  witli^t  a  bodv  iu 
Mount  Sinai,  in  the^idst  of  the  flames  and  clouds ;  how  did  it.shia6 
now,  when  himself  glorified,  speaks  to  hini  a  man^  in  Tabor,  in 

£ght  and  majesty  !  Elias  hid  his  face  before  with  ft  mantle,  when 
e  passed  by  him  in  the  rock ;  now  with  open  &Qe  h^  beliolds  him 
present,  and  in  his  own  glory  adores  his. 

.,  .Let  tliat  impudent  Marcion,  who  ascribes  the  Law  and  Prophets 
to  another  Gold,  and  devises  a  hostility  betwixt  Christ  and  tnem, 
be  ashamed  to  see  Moses  and  Elias,  not  only  in  colloqui^y  but  in  con- 
sortia,  claritatis ;  not  only  ^^  in  conlcience,'*  but  ^^in  a- partner^ 
ship  of  brightness,''  as  TertuUian speaks, with  Christ;  wbctfn  if  he 

'^-^  ^^  ^  \ed,  behr  •"•    ^  ^       ^  "    " ^      -^  "^ -* 

ng  thcin, 

darkgcsf.  ^ .  ,.  .^ 

haoet;  sic  relinquendos  docet^  qno^  sibi  jungit ;  sit'dtstvutif-f^^^ 
de  radiis  suis ^.rstvwt ^  ..'*  So. doth  he  shew  them  far  froW  stsangc- 
ness  to  him,  whom  he  hath  with  him ;  so>dotb  he  teach  theai  to  be 
forsaken,  whoin.  he  joins  witli  himself ;  so  dojth  he  destroy  thosci 
whom  he  graces,  with  hi^.  beani^  of  .glory  ;V  wjtji  that  F<£Dther. 

His  act  verities  his  word.  T/um  nof^  that  J  come-JoMsti^o^iihe 
Jj^  or  the  Prophets i  I  am  not  come  to  destroy-,  ftut  to  ffdjd 
them.  Malt,  y,  n.  O^  what-  consolationj  whal;  coofirniskion 
was  this  to  tlic  disciples,  to  sec  such  examples  of  tlieir  liitar^ 
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gkfy*!  such  witneaes  and  adorein  of  the  cMmaliMtif  df  tlii^r 
Master  !  They  saw  in  Moses  and  Elia«,  what  ther  thtftmsel^tei 
riiould  be.  How  ce«itd  tbey  ever  fear  t6  bemfaenibk;  that  saw 
such  precedents  of  their  *ensuuig^  glory^?  'how  ccnild  they  feaf  to 
ilie,  'that  saw  in  otber»  the  hap<piiie95  of  their  own  chan^  ? 

The  rich  Glutton  pleads  with;  Abraban,  that '^  arte  came  to  thtm 
from  the  dead^  tha/  will  amend:  Abraham  answers,  ^^^^  k(tot 
Afoies  and  iht'Propkets,  kt  them  hear  them.  Behold^  here  i^  both 
MoscK  and  the  prophets ;  and  these  tbo  come  frorti  the  dead  : '  how 
can  wc  now  but  be  persaaded  of  the  happy  «tate  of  another  World, 
unless  we  %^ili  make  ouraehres  Worse  than  the  damnbd?  See  and 
consider,  that  iiie  saints 'of  God  are  not  lost,  •but  departed "; '  gone 
into  a  fiir  country  with,  their  Master,  to  return,  again  richer  and 
better  than  they  went.  '    '      '    ,  ■       • 

Lest. we  should  think  tKs  the  tdndition  of  Ella«  Only,  tW  was 
rapt  into  heaVeh,  see  here  Moses  matcfa^  witli  Mm,  tmt  dii6d  and 
was  buried.  :.:-.' 

A\\i\  is  ^this'the  statb  of  these  two  saiMi  akmb?  'ShaH  none  Ve 
seteii  \mb  him  in  the  Tabor  of  Heaven,  but  those,  whiohhaireseefi 
him  in-  Horeb  and  -Carmel  ?  O  thoU  weak  ChristitLrt ,  was  pn!y  one 
ertwoilimbsof  ChristV  body  glorious*  in  tbelfVansfigurationi  o^p 
the  whole  )  He  is  the  Head,  we  are  the  members.  If  MdsM  afyd 
Klias  Were  more  excellent  parts,  tongue,  or  hand  ;  let  us'be-bni 
heels  or  toea^  hift  body  is  not  petfect  in  glory  without*  oars'.    f^AM 


iinw  ?  WeskaWfntaUske^i  wethM  be  cha7iged*;Mth 
is  Thessalonians.  •  Ellas  vneA  changed,'*  Moses  slept ; 


shaH  rise  in  falling 
Saint  Paul  to  his 

both  appeared-:  to  teach  iw,  that  neither  odrsleM  nor  changtt 
can  keep^:us  from  appearing  ^vith  him.  Wh^n'  tmrefore  'thou 
shslt  receiTe  thd  sentence  of  death  on  Mount  Nebo;  or' when  the 
fiery  cliarJDt  shall  come  and  sweep  the^  from  this  Ttil^  of  mortalrty^ 
remember:  thy  glorioaS' re-apparition*  with  thy  Skirrour,  and  thqli 
canst  not  but  be  comforted*,  and  cheerfuliy  tnnmph  over  that  list 
enemy  ;  outfacing  those /torroTf,  witlP'thid  as0tiran<2e  of.  a  blessied 
flesurrection  to  ^ory.  •  Tbthe  whioh;  fldc.- •   '  '    * 

:  ' MaUhew svii.' Matic^it.  Luiei±^  ' 

m 

.'4     I*!* 


f. 
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IN   A   SERMON^  •       » 

^tlEA.CHET>    AT   WHTTElIAkL,   BEFORE   KING'JA'MES,    Of    BLESSED 


.1  « 


•      •••  > 


MfeAlORV. 

>  *. .  .  •  •        •  • 

It  falls  out' with  this  discourse^  as  with  Mount  Tabor  itself;- *that  it 
IS  more  easily  climbed  with  the  eye,  than  witli  the  foot :  if  we  rtiay 
tiot  rudier  say  of  it,  .as:  Joscphus^did  of  8tiiai, .  tliat  it  doth  not  only 


^^Mms  k^tmkufn,  but  e^ecius  fattgate ;  ^*  weary  nc»t  only  the 
su^s  but  ttiQ  vferv  sight  of  men." 

^  We  hod  thoogm  not  to  spend  many  breads  in  the  skins  of  tfte 
|)illy.  the  Circumstunoes ;  and  it  hath  co$it  us  one  hour's  jooroey  al- 
ready :  and  we  were  gkd  to  rest  us^  ere  we  ean  bare  left  them 
\ietow  iiki«  One  pause  more»  I  hope,  will  overcome  them,  and  set 
us  on  tlkC  top. 

,   No  Circumstance  rcmams  undiscussed,  but  this  one.  What  Moses 
^i^  Elias  did  with  Chri^  in  their  apparition*     For  they  were  not, 
w  &Q9i«  sleepy  attendants,  like  the  three  disciples  in  the  begiI^ 
iiitig,  to   he  there  and  see  nothing ;  nor,  as  6ome  silent  specta* 
U^r&,^  niuio  witnesses,  to  see  and  say  nothing :  but,  as  if  their  glory 
\mi  J^^  wl)it  changed  tbi^ir  profession,  they  are  prophets  still,  ani 
foretold  his  departure^  as  St.  Luke  tells  us  :  foretohl ;  not  to  him, 
>vl^)ch  hnew  it  befbre,  ytm  which  told  it  tbem ;  they  oould  not  have 
koofrn  it  but  from  him  ;  he  was  i  Xoyccy  the  Word  of  his  Father : 
they  told  but  tliat,  which  he  before  had  told  his  disciples ;  and  now 
tlsssc  boiureniy  witiMiflses  tell  it  over  again,  for  confirmation.    Like 
9ts  John  Bapti(M:  knew  Christ  before  ;  he  mtis  vojp  damamiiSf  the 
VQH'e  ^/  a  £9^ery  the  otlier  Verhitm  PatHs^  the  Word  qf  his  Father* 
There  i^  great  affinity  betwixt  i^r  and  vH'bwn ;  yea,  this  voice 
\^  uttered  itself  ek*airly»  £€ce  Jjfnus  Deiy  Behold  the  Lamb  ef 
0</d :  yet  be  sc^ndtihis  disciples,  with  an,  ^rt  thou  hel^  tliat  lie 
pugte  confirm  to  tiiem  by  him,  that  which  lie  bolh  knew  and  had 
S4id-  of  Uim«     80  our  Saviour  follows  his  forerunner  in  this,  that 
what  be  knew  and  had  told  his  disciples,  the  other  Eiias,  the  typi* 
cal  John  Baptist,  and  Moses  must  make  good  to  their  behcf. 
.    This  eifii^  depafiure  of  Christ  was  ^aAifp^  UyoCf  a  wo9*d  Beth 
hard  and  harsh ;  hard  to  believe,  and  liarsli  in  believing*    The 
disciples  tliought  af  nothing  but  a  kiugdom ;  a  kingdom  restored 
magniBcently,  interminably  :  and  two  of  these  three  witnesses  had 
so  swallowei!  this  hope,  that  they  had  put  in  for  places  in  tlie  stat^ 
to  be  Iiis  chief  peen).     How  could  they  think  of  a  parting  ?  Tlie 
Throne  of  David  did  so  fill  their  eyes,  that  they  could  not  see  bis 
Cross :  and  if  they  must  let  down  this  pill,  how  bitter  must  it  needs 
be  !  His  presence  was  their  joy  and  life ;  it  was  their  death,  to 
think  of  his  loss.     Now  therefore,  that  they  might  see  that  his  suf- 
ferings, and  death  Were  not  of  any  sudden  hnpbtence,  but  prede- 
termined in  heaven  and  revealed  to  the  saints,  two  of  the  mo^t 
noted  saints  in  heaven  shall  second  the  news  of  his  departure ;  and 
that,  in  the  midst  of  his  Transfiguration  :  that  they  cotikl  not  chose 
but  think,  ^^  He,  that  can  be  tSras  happy,  needs  not  be  miserable ; 
that  Passion,  which  he  will  undergo,  is  not  out  of  weakncs^i  but 
out  of  love." 

It  is  wittily  noted  by  tliat  sweet  Chrysostom,  that  Christ  never 
lightly  spake  of  his  Passion,  but  immediately  before  and  •iftor  he 
did  some  great  aiiraclo :  and  here  answerably,  in  the  midst  of  w^ 
Biira4ittlous  Transfiguration,  the  two  saints  sixrak  of  bis  Pa«wD» 
A  strange  opportunity  !.  ki  his  highest  cijaltation  to  sneak  of  w* 
sulferings  ;  to  talk  of  Calvary  in  Tabor  ;  wlwri  his  head  shone  ww 
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glory,  to  tell  him  how  it  mu^  bleed  with  thorns ;  wiien  hb  face 
shone  like  the  sun,  to  tell  him  it  must  be  blubbered  and  spat  ui^on?; 
when  his  gamieuts  jHis^terod  with  that  celefitial  brightnesR,  to  tclt 
him  thc*y  must  he  stripiied  atid  divided  ;  when  he  was  adored  by 
the  sttint^  of  heaven,  to  tell  him  how  he  must  be  scorned  by  tiie 
basest  of  men  ;  when  he  wan  seen  hetvi^eeii  two  saints,  ta  tell  him 
how  he  nrrast  be  seen  betwi*en  two  maletactnrs :  in  a  word^  in  tlie 
oiidst  of  his  Divine  Mafer^ty,  to  tell  him  of  his  shame;  and  whHfit 
be  was  tran^figurecf  in  t)ie  Mount,  to  telt  him  how  he  m«ist  be  di^ 
iigiired  i*})en  Uie  Crossi  Yot,  these  two  lieavenfj-  prophets  ff>BA4 
this  the  fittest  time  for  this  discour:U3  5  rathtT  chusfne  to  speak  6f 
his  sufferings  in  the  hei|r!»t  of  his  glory,  than  of  his  glory  after  his 
sufferings.  '■   ^ 

It  is  most  seasonable,  in  our  best  to  dunk  af  our  worst  os*ate: 
for  both  that  thought  will  be  best  digested,  when  we  are  welt*;'  mnA 
that  change  wiH  be  best  prepared  tor,  when  rvt  are  the  ikif^iest 
from  it.  You  would  perhaps  think  it  unseasonable  for  me,  in  the 
midst  of  aH  your  court-fc^lity  to  tell  yon  of  tlie  days  o€  mourmag  ; 
and,  with  that  great  king,  to  serve  in  a  death Vliead  amongst  your 
royal  dishes,  to  shew  your  coffins  <in  the  midst  of  your  triumphs: 
yet  these  precedents  above  exception  shew  me,  that  no  time  is  99 
fit  as  this.  Let  me  therefore  say  to  you,  with  the  Psalmkit,  /  have 
wjrf,  ye  are  gods:  if  ve  were  transfigured  in  Tabor,  could  ye  be 
more  r  but  ye  s}iall  die  like  men :  tln^re  is  your  eipSo^*  It  was  a 
worthy  and  witty  note  of  Jerome,  thiit,  amongst  all  trees,  the  ce- 
dars are  bidden  to  praise  God,  which  are  the  tallest;  and  ycit,  Dief 
Domini  super  ornnes  eedros  Libam\  Isa.  ii.  12,  13.  Ye  gaHanfs, 
whom  a  little  yellow  earth  and  the  webs  of  that  curious  worm  have 
made  gorgeous  without  and  portiaps  proud  witkiA,  remembei% 
that,  ere  long,  as  one  worm  decks  you  without^  so  anotfier  wotte 
shall  consume  you  within  ;  and  tlmt  both  the  earth  that  you  prank 
up,  and  that  earth  wherewith  you  prank  it,  is  running  back  int6 
dust.  Let  not  your  high  estate  bide  from  you  your  fatal  humilia*- 
tion;  let  not  your  purples  hide  from  you  your  winding«sheet: 
but,  even  on  the  top  ot  Tabor,  think  of  the  depth  of  tlie  grave : 
think  of  your  departure  from  men,  while  ye  are  advanced  above 
men. 

We  are  now  ascended  to  tlie  top  of  the  hill.  Let  ob  therefo/c 
<9tand,  and  see,  and  wonder  at  this  great  sight :  as  Moses,  to  see 
"the  hush  flaming y  aM  not  co7isumed ;  so  we,  to  see- the  Humanity 
continuing  itself  in  the  midst  of  these  beam^  of  Glory* 

Christ  was  ev  fto^  SkAs,  saitb  St.  Paul,  in  the /mm  rf  a  ser- 
^ant;  now,  for  the  time,  he  was  truly  jx£l«/xof9a«dci( /rtfw^rMrrf.- 
that  there  is  no  cause  why  Maidonat  should  so  inveigb  against  some 
of  ours,  yea  of  his  own,  as  Jansenius,  who  translates  it  tranxjfhr^^ 
Nation  :  for  what  is  the  external  form,  but  the  ligure }  and  their 
own  Vulgar,  as  hotly  as  he  takes  it,  read^  it,  Phil.  ii.  7.  /xo^Oiiy 
^hsj  fortnam  $ervi  accipiem.  There  is  ro  danger  in  thi$  atnbi- 
guity .  Not  tte  ^bstantial  form,  but  the  external  fashion  of  CVist 
v«^  changed.    He  having  thrM  formSi  as  Betoatd  distinguishes. 
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eoiUemptatn,  splendidam,   divinam^  changeth  heretbe  fir;9tiiitd 
the  second. 

'  This  is  one  of  the  rarest  occurrences,  that  ever,  befel  the  Saviour 
of  the  World.  I  am  wont  to  reckon  up  theise  four  principal  won- 
ders of  his  life^  lucaj^natiooy  T^mfitation^  Transfiguration,  and 
Agony :  the  £rst,  in  tltp  woniib  of  the  Virgin  ;•  tlie  tsiecond,  in  tlie 
-Wiklerness ;  th^  third,  in  the-  Mount ;  the  four^tfa,  jn  the  Garden  : 
the  first,  that  Qod  should  becooie  pi^n ;  thesec^odji  th?it  God  ^i^ 
man  shoukl  he  tempted/and  transpprtied  by  Satan;  the. third,  that 
m^in  should  be  slorified  upon  eai^h.;  thclast,  that  he,  which  w^^ 
^man  and  God  should  sweat  blood  under  the  sense  of  God's  wrath 
fofr  man.  And  fdlthvu^ieither  had  the  angels  for  witneSfSeSi  or  the 
immediate  voice  of  God.  The  first  had  angels  singing ;  the  se^ 
oo^d)  angels  iQii^i^ering ',  the  third,  the  voide  of  God  jbhund^rio^; 
.ih^  fourtSi,  the  .aogeiU  cpmfor^^g :  that  it  may  be  no  won/ier,  uit 
pipk  marvels  at  taose.|things,  whereat*  .the  angels  ^f  heaven  ^tanrf 

«tBaze4.  »'     '       '        . 

JBecnacd  makes  three  kinda  of  wonderfid  changes  :  sublimitasiH 
'iufuUitattfrny  **  lieight  to  lowliness,"  yvhen  the  Word  took  fleshy 
co^t^nifiiibiUta^  in  mafestate^ny  vyhen  'Christ  transformed  himself 
before  his  disciples^  vnUabilit^s  ill  eternitatem^  wlien  he:  rose 
again,  and  a^euded  to  heaven  tp  roign  for  ever.  Ye  see  this  \% 
•one  of  them  ;  and  as  T^bor  did  rise  out  of  the  valley  of  Galilot^ 
so  this  exaltation  did  rise  out  of  the  midst  of  Clirist's  humiliation. 

Other  marvels  do.  increase  his  .dejection,  this  only  makes  for  lus 
glory;  aud  the.  glory  of  this  is  matchable  with  the  humiliation  of 
all  the  rest.     That  face,  wherein  before,  saith  Isaiah,  there  was  no 
fonn^  nar  beauij/,  now  shines  as  the  sun.     That  face,  -  which  men 
iiid  their  faces  from  in  contempt,  now  shines  so,  that  mortal  eyes 
could  not  chuse  but  hide  themselves  from  the  lustre  of  it,  and  jm- 
,|i[iortal  receive  their  beaips  from  it.     He  had  ever  in  viUiu  sidereuM 
guiddanif  as  Jerome  speaks,  "  a  certain  heavenly  majesty  and  port 
in  his  counteifance,^'  which  made  his  disciples  follow  him,  at  fir^ 
sight;  but  now,  Iwire  was  the  perfeption  of  supercclestial hrighlr 
nesSk     It  was  a  miracle  in  the  three  children,  that  they  so  were  de- 
livered from  die  flames,  .tlmt  tlieir  vwy  garments  smelt  not  of  the 
fire :  it  is  no  less  miracle  in  Christ,  that  his  very  garriients  wen? 
dyipd  celestial,  and  did  savour  of  liis  glorv :  like  as  Aaron  wa«  so 
anointed  on  his  head  and  beard,  that  his  sKirts  were  all  perfimied. 
Hi«i  clothe  therefore  shined  as  snow,  yea  (that  were  but  a  waterisli 
white)  as  light  itself,  saith  St.  Mark,  and.  Matthew  in  .the  mo$t 
.Qredjc:  copies*    That  seamless  coat,  as  it  had  no  welt,  so  it  had  no 
spot.    Tne  King*5  Son  is  all  fair,  even  withouU     O  excellent 
gtory  of  hi*  Humanity  I  The  best  diamond  or  capbuncle  is  hid  with 
a  CB«e ;  but  this  brightness  piercetb  tlir.oiigh  fill  hia^.^arments,  apa 
makes  them^ligh^oine  in  him,  which  use  to  conci^j  hghtin  othera, 
Herod  put.him  on  in  mockage  e^'^tcMfi.Tpcet^^  Luk/e  xxiii.  ^^-'"^ 
ai(^hite».  hut:ii  bright  robe^  the  ignorance  wher^f  flaakes  a  shew  w 
<li«|parity  in  jtbe  Evangelist? :  but  God  the  Father,  .t^  ^J^^J  •*""' 
cbthes  his  very,  gttrmeitts  with  heavenly  spt^dcMr-   -Bthm^  W^ 
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arifmr^  mv  beloved ;  behold,  thou  art  fair ;  and  there  if  no  spot 
in  thee^  Tni?ie  head  is  as  fine  gold,  thy  motcth  is  as  sweet  things, 
and  thou  art  wholly  delectable.  Come  forth,  ye  daughters  of  Sion, 
and  behold  King  Solomon,  with  the  crown  whet^ewith  his  Father 
crowned  him  in  the  day  qf  the  gladness  of  his  heart. 

0  Saviour,  if  thou  wert  such  in  Tabor,  what  art  thpu  in 
Beaten  ?  If  tliis  were  the  glory  of  thy  Humanity,  what  is  the  pre^ 
sence  of  thy  Godhead  ? 

Let  no  man  yet  wrong  himself  so  much,  as  to  magnify  this 
happiness  as  anotber^s,  and  to  put  himself  out  of  the  participation 
of  this  ^lory.  Christ  is  our  Head,  we  are  his  members.  A9  we 
all  were  in  the  First  Adam,  both  innocent  and  sinning;  so  are  we 
i'a  the  Second  Adam,  both  shining  in  Tabor  and  bleeding  sweat  in 
the  Garden. 

And  as  we  are  already  happy  in  him,  so  shall  we  be  once  in  our- 
selves by  and  through  him.  He  shall  change  our  vile  bodies,  that 
they  may  be  like  his  glorious  body.  Behold  pMv  pattern,  and  re- 
joice; Like  his' glorious  body.  These  very  bodies,  that  are  now 
cloddy  like  the  earth,  shall  once  be  bright  as  the  sun ;  and  we, 
that  now  see  clay  in  one  another's  faces,  shall  then  see  nothing  but 
heaven  in  our  countenances ;  and  we,  that  now  set  forth  our  bo- 
dies with  .clothes,  shall  then  be  clothed  upon  with  immortalityj 
out  of  the  wardrobe  of  heaven.  And  if  ever  any  painted  face 
ihould  be  a4™tted  to  the  sight  of  this  glory,  (as  I  much  fear  it : 
yea  I  am  sure  God  will  have  none  but  true  races  in  l),eaven ;)  they 
would. be-  ashamed  to  think,  that  ever  they  had  faces  to  daub  witn 
these  beastly  pigments,  in  comparison  of  this  heavenly  complexion. 
Let  us  therefore  look'  upon  this  flesh,  not  so  much  with  contempt 
of  what  it  .was  and  is,  as  with  a  joyful  hope  of  what  it  shall  be. 
And  when  our  courage  is  assaulted,  with  the  change  of  these  bo- 
dies from  healthful  to  weak,  from  living  to  dead;  let  us  comfort- 
ourselves,  with  the  assurance  of  this  change  from  du,st  to  in  corrup- 
tion. We  are  not  so  sure  of  death,  as  of  transfiguration.  All  the 
days  of  ovit  .appointed  time,  we  will  therefore  wait,  till  our  chang-^ 
ifV  shall  i  tome. .  . 

Now  from  the  glory,  of  the  Master,  give  me  leave  to  turn  your 
cy^  to-the  error  of  the  servant;  who,  having  slept  with  the  rest, 
.*ij4  now  suddenly  awaking,  knoweth  not  whether  he  slept  still.  To 
see  such  a*  light  about  him,  three  so  glittering  persons  before  him, 
n^de  him  doub(  pgw,  as  he  did  after,  when  ne  was  carried  by  the 
*Pgd  through  tbp  ijron  gate,  whether  it  were  a  pleasing  dream^  or 
•  teal  act.  ,  All  .slept,  and  now  all  waked :  only  Peter  slept  waking ; 
•wii  1  know  not  whetljer  more  erred  ii^his  speech  or  ifl  his  sleep. 
it  was  a  .shame,  for  a  man  to  sleep  m  Tabor ;  but  it  is  more  a 
*h»ipe,  for  a  man  to  dream  with  his  eyes  open.  .  Thus  did  Peter ; 
faster,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.  Let  us  make  us  three  .taber^ 
nacUs.  .  . 

I  could  well  say,  with  Optatus,  *in  this  or  any  other  occasion^ 
-^P'ius  Sancti  Petri  beatitudo  veniam  tribuaty  dubito  dicere  peccasse 
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tantam  sanctitatepi;  **  I^t  blessed  Peter  pardon  ine,  I  fear  toifiijf 
so  great  holiness  offended."    Vet  since  our  adversaries  are  soover<> 

Eartial  to  this  worthy  saint,  in  whom  they  have  as  little  as  they 
oast  much^  that  they  can  be  content  his  praise  should  blemish  the 
dignity  of  all  ttie  rest,  yea  that  God  himself  is  in  danger  to  be  a 
loser  by  the  advancement  of  so  dear  a  servant ;  give  me  leave  t^ 
lay. my  finger  a  little  upon  thislblot.  God  would  never  have  res. 
cordea  that,  which  it  should  be  uncharitable  for  us  to  observe.  It 
was  the  injurious  kindness  of  Marcion,  in  honour  of  Petei',  to  Jeav^ 
out  the  story  of  Malchus,  as  Epiphanius  notes:  it  shall  be  our 
blamd,  if  we  do  not  so  note,  that  we  benefit  ourselves  even  by  his 
iniperrections.  j 

daiiit  Mark's  gospel  is  said  to  be  Peter^s.  O  blessed  apostle; 
can  it.be  any  wrong  to  say  of  thee  that,  which 'thou  hast  wntteo  of 
thyself^  not  for  insultation,  not  for  exprobration  ?  God  forbid, 
but  that  men  may  be  ashamed  to  give  that  to  him,  which  be  hatk 
denied  to  himself.  Let  me,  therefore,  not  doubt  to  say,  with  re- 
verepce  to  so  great  a  saint,  that  as  he  spake'most,  so  be  is  noted  t6 
have  erred  most. 

Not  to  meddle  with  his  sinking,  striking,  judaizing ;  one  whife| 
tve  find  him  carnally  insinuating ;  ahother  while,  carnally  pre>» 
suming :  one  while,  weakly  denying ;  another  while,  rashly  mis- 
construing. 

Carnalty  insinuating;  Master ^  favtmr  thyself.  Which  thoagh 
$ome  parasites  of  Rome  would  fain  smooth  up,  that  faeia  w 
shewed  his  loye  to  Christ,  as  before  his  faith,  oatof  St,  Jerome 
and  St*  Austin ;  yet  it  must  needs  be  granted,  which  Bemar^ 
saith,  diligebat  spiritum  cai^aliter^  "  he  loved  the  spirit  in  a 
carnal  fashion.**  Let  them  choose,  whether  they  will  admit  Chri* 
to  have  chid  unjustly,  or  Peter  worthy  of  chiding :  except  perhaps, 
with  Hilary,  tlicy  will  stop  where  they  should  not ;  Faae  post  mi% 
spoken  to  ^eter  in  approbation ;  Satana^  nan  sapis  qtue  Dei  sioU^ 
spoken  to  Satan  in  objuregtion. 

Carnally  presuming  ;  Though  all  men,  yet  not  I.  If  he  Iwd  not 
j>resumed  of  his  strength  to  stand,  he  Imd  not  fallen.     And  asiofte 

J  awning  makes  many  open  mouths,  so  did  Ms  vain  resolatioo 
raw  oil  conipanv ;  fjikewise  said  the  other  disciples. 

For  his  weak  denial ;  ye  all  know  his  simple  negation,  lided  wiA 
an  oath,  faced  with  an  imprecation. 

And  here,  that  no  man  may  need  to  doubt  of  an  error,  the  Sphft 
of  God  saith.  He  knew  not  what  he  said:  not  only  ri  A^eAtjtfijt  ** 
Mark,  what  he  should  say;  but  j  A^yfi,  saith  Luke,  what  he  M 
speak :  whereof  St.  Mark  gives  the  reason,  v^tn  £x4)a0oi|  Th^ 
UTre  amazedly  mfft^igh/ed.  Ama^edness  may  abate  tin  error  w 
speech,  it  cannot  take  it  away.  Besides  astonishftieni:,  here  w» 
a  fervour  of  spirit ;  a  love  to  Christ*s  glory,  and  a  delight  m 
it:  a  fire,  huf  misplaced,  on  the  top  of  uii  chimney,  '^Qt  OD ^ 
hearth ;  Pramatui^a  devotio,  zs  Ambrose  speaks,  **  a  devotibn^ 
but***  rash"  and  heady.  And  if  it  had  not  been  so,  yet  it  is  not  in 
tlM  power  <tf  a  gocd  intention  to  make  a  speech  good.    In  this  the 
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ihadei'  niled :  for  what  should  such  saints  do  in  earthly  tabernacles^ 
in  tabernacles  of  bis  making  ?  Arid  if  he  could  be  content  to  live 
fiMte  wiihoitt  a  tent^  (fof  he  would  have  but  three  made,)  why  did 
he  Ml  flmch  more  conceive  so  of  those  heavenly  guests  ?  And  if 
he  spdke  this  to  x'etain  them^  how  weak  was  it  to  think  their  ab^ 
serlce  wodld  be  for  want  of  house-room  i  Or,  how  could  that  at 
dnce  be>  which  Moses  and  Elite  had  told  him,  and  that  which  he 
wMied  I  For  h<^  should  Christ  both  depart  at  Jerusalem,  and  stay 
in  the  mount  ?  Or,  if  he  would  have  tneir  abode  there,  to  avoid 
the  sufferings  at  Jerusalem^  how  did  he  vet  again  sing  over  that 
801^,  for  which  he  had  hewrd  before.  Come  behind  me,  Satan  ? 
Or,  if  it  had  been  fit  for  Christ  to  have  staid  there,  how  weakly  doth 
he,  which  Chrysdstom  observes^  equalize  the  servant  with  th# 
Master,  the  Saints  With  Ood !  In  a  word,  the  best  and  the  woite 
thst  can  be  said  here  of  Petei^  is  that,  which  the  Psalmist  saith  of 
Moses,  mpl^^  effutiit  labiis^  he  tpake  unadmedh/  v>ith  his  tips^ 
Pkahn  cvi.  33. 

Tet,  if  any  earthly  place  or  condition  might  have  given  war-* 
tant  to  Peters  motion,  this  was  it.  Here  was  a  hill,  the  emblem  of 
heaven ;  here  were  two  saints,  the  epitome  of  hcuiV^i ;  here  wai 
Christ,  the  God  of  Heaven. 

And  if  Peter  might  not  say  so  of  this,  how  shall  we  say  of  anqr 
other  place^  Bimum  est  esse  Kic^  *'  It  is  good  to  be  here  ?  .  Wul 
ye  say  of  the  Countrv,  Bonum  est  esse  hie  f  tihere  is  a  melancholy 
duluess,  privacy,  toil.  Will  you  say  of  the  Court,  Bonum  est  esse 
hlc  f  there  dwells  ambition,  secret  undermining,  attendance^  serv- 
ing of  humours  and  times.  Will  ye  say  of  the  City,  Bonum  est 
^9se  hie  f  there  you  find  continual  tumult,  usury,  cozenage  in 
bargains,  e^^cess,  and  disorder.  Get  you  to  the  Wilderness,  and 
«4y  "  It  is  good  to  be  here :"  Even  tnere,  evils  will  find  us  out* 
fn  nemore  habitat  lupuSy  saith  Bernard,  '^  In  the  wood  dwells  tte 
Wolf."    Weariness  and  sorrow  dwell  every  where. 

The  Rich  Man  wallows  amongst  his  heaps;  and  when  he  is  in 
uis  counting-house,  beset  with  piles  of  ba^,  he  can  say,  Bonum 
fsi  esse  hie :  he  worships  these  molten  images ;  his  gold  is  his 
9^9  his  heaven  is  his  chest :  not  thinking  of  that,  which  TertuU 
wi  notes,  Aurum  ipsum  quibusdam  gentibus  ad  vincla  senrirej 
***  That  some  countries  make  their  very  fetters  of  gold  :*'  yea  «o 
doth  he,  whilst  he  admires  it,  making  himself  the  slave  to  his  ser- 
^nt ;  jDamnatics  ad  metallaj  as  the  dd  Roman  punishment  was. 
'Coarta  serviius  mtserabiliorj  affectata  miserior ;  **  Forced  bondage 
*!«  more  worthy  of  pity;  affected  bondage  is  more  miserable.'^ 
And  if  God's  hand  touch  him  never  so  little,  can  his  gold  bribe  a 
^^l^^ase ;  can  his  bags  keep  his  head  from  aching,  or  the  gout  from 
^  joints  ?  Or  dbth  his  loathing  stomach  make  a  difference  be- 
^xt  an  earthiBn  and  silver  dish  ? '  O  vain  desires,  and  impotent 
contentments  of  men ;  who  place  happiness  in  that,  whieh  doth 
i^ot  only  not  save  them  from  evib,  but  help  to  n^e  them  mise- 
^ble !  Behold  their  wealth  feeds  tbem  with  mmine,  recreates  them 
^th  tdii,  cheers  them  with  cares,  blesses  them  with  tonMiits ; 
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and  yet  they  say,  Bonum  est  esse  hlc.  How  are  their  sleeps  broken 
with  cares!  how  are  their  hearts  broken  with,  losses  I  Eithq 
ticlies  Imve  wLogs,  which  in  the  clipping  or  pulling  fly  i«way,  and 
take  them  ,to  heaycn ;  or  else  their  souls  have  win^i>  (Siulte^  Im 
7lpct€i  Thou  fool y  this  ni^ht)  and  fly  from  their,  riches  to  heti. 
Non  dotnipniSj.sed  col^jnus^  saith  Seneca,  "  Not  the  Lord,  but  the 
fanner***  So  that  liere  are  both  perishing  riches,  and  a  perishii^ 
doiil.  •  UmertainiA/,  of  riches^  as  St.  Paul  to  his  Timothy,  and  CfiCr 
tainty  of  misery.    And  yet  these  vain  men  say,  -Bonuin  est  esse  h)c. 

The  Man. of  Honour,  that  I  may  use  Bernard^s  phrase,  tliat  hatb 

Aliasuexus  hi».proi:Iamation  made  before  him,  which  knows  he  is 

iJipt  only  TK  {uyxQ^  A.  certain  great  inan  as  ^mon  affected,  bat 

i^mnoQ^  ^*  The  man,**  which  Demosthenes  was  proud  of,  that  sees 

fill,  beads  bare,  and  all  knees  bent  to  him,  that  finds  himself  out  of 

the  reach  of  envy,  on  the  pitch  of  admiration,  says,  Bonum  qf 

esiexHc*    Alas  !  now  little  thinks  he  of  that,  which  that  good  maa 

said  to  his  Eugenius,  Non  est  quod  blatidiatur  celsitudo^  ubi  sm- 

citudo  major ;  **  What  care  we  for  the  fawning  of  that  greatness, 

'wliich  is  attended  with  more  care  ?**     King  Henry  the  seventh'^ 

einblem  in  all  his  buildings,  (in  the  windows,)  was  still  a  crown  if 

a  bush  of  thorns :  I  know  not  with  what  historical  allusion ;  bq^ 

9ttre>  I  think,  to  impjy  that  great  places  are  not  free  from  great 

or€s.    Saul  know  what  he  did,  when  he  hid  himself  among  th$ 

^tutf,.   No  man  knoweth  the  weight  of  a  sceptre,  but  he  tbt 

4wrayeth  it^     Asior  jjubqrdhiate  greatness,  it  hath  so  much  less 

worth,  as  it.  hath  m^re  dependance.     How  many  sleepless  nights, 

and  restless,  days,  and  busy  shifts  doth  their  ambition  cost  tbeni; 

that  affect  eniiuen/oe !  Certainly,  no  men  are  so  worthy  of  pity,  as 

Ihey,  whose  height  tlunks  all  other  worthy  of  contempt.    High 

places  are  slippery  ;  and,  as.  it  is  easy  to  fall,,  sp.t^e  ruin  is  deep, 

and  the: recovery  difficult*     4^ltiorein  locum  sortitus  «,  nonttir 

tiorem ;  sublimiorQiny  sed  non  seci^f^^iorem^  saith  Be;rnard;  ^^Tbou 

.hast  got.  a  higher  place,  but  not  a  safer;  aloftier,  bu]t  noti^ore 

secure.'*    Julie  ci^men  hthricuniy   ^>  The  slippery  ridge,  of  the 

court,*'  was  the. old  title  of  honour.     David's  curse  was,  Fiat  m 

^omm  ientbr/e  et  luhricuniy   *^  Let  their  way  be  made  dark  and 

slip[>en.*'     What  difference  is  tliere,  betwixt  bis  f urse  and  the 

: happiness  of  tlie.  ambitious,  l^ut  this,  that  the  YiHy^^  the  one  is 

dark  and  slippery,  the  w;iy  of  tl.je  odier  lightsome, i^Cjl  slippery • 

tlm  dark.,  tl>at  they  n^y.fall.;.  this  light,  that  they. may  see  aiid  be 

•8ceh«  to  fall  i  Phxise  yourselves  then,  vo  Great  Oi^esj.and  let  otbei^ 

*  please  you  in  the  adniinition  of  your  height     But  jf  your  goodn«s 

.donor,  i^nswer  your  ^rtrdtness,  &r<7  querela  est^gfioniam  f/w«^ 

laHiv-sti  we^  "  jt  is  a  late  complaint,  thou  hast  l^ft.me  up  to  cast 

nie  down.":  Your  ambition  hath  but  set  yoja  vp' a  scattbld,*  tl»t 

-your  misery  might  be  more  notorious.     And  yet  these  cliepte  of 

iiOQoursay,  Bonu7n  est  esse  h)c. 

.    The  pampered  Glutton,  when  he  seeth  his  table  spread  with 

rfull  bowls,  with  costly  dishes  and  curious  sauces,  the  dainties  of  all 

tiiree  ^l^iwiunts,  says,  Bovum  est  esse  Air.    And  yet,  eating  hath  a 
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aadety,  and  satiety  a  weariness.  His  heart  is  never  more  empty  of 
coatcntmeiit,  than  wiien  his  stomach  is  fullest  of  delicacies.  When 
he  is  empty,  l»e  is  not  well  till  he  be  filled ;  when  be  is  full,  he  is 
not  well,  till  he  have  got  a  stomach :  Kt  momentaiiea  blandifnenta 
gUla  stercoru  fine  coiuleumat^  saitli  Jerome ;  "  And  condenms  all 
the  momentary  pleasures  of  his  maw  to  the  dunghill;"  And  when 
he  sits  at  his  Jeasfs  of  marrcfw  and  fat  things,  as  the  Prophet 
speaks,  his  table^  according  to  tiie  Psalmist's  imprecation,  is  made 
his  snare  ;  a  true  snare  every  way.  His  soul  is  caught  in  it  with 
excess^  his  estate,  with  penury  ;  his  tody,  with  diseases.  Neither 
doth  be  oiolre  pldiniy  tear  his  meat  in  pieces  with  his  teeth,  than  he 
doth  himself:  and  yet  this  vain  man  says,  Bonum  est  esse  hie,  - 

The  petulant  Wanton  thinks  it  the  only  happiness,  that  he  may 
have  Im  full  scope  to  filthy  dalliance.  Little  would  he  so  do,  if  he 
could  see  his  strumpet  as  she  is ;  her  eyes  the  eyes  of  a  cockatrice, 
her  hairs  snakes,  her  painted  face  the  visor  or  ii  fury,  her  heart 
mares,  her  bands  bands,  and  her  end  wormwood,  consumption  of 
the  flesh,  destruction  of  the  soul,  and  the  flames  of  lust  enditig  in 
the  flames  of  hell.  Since  therefore  neither  Pleasures,  nor  Honour, 
nor  Wealth,  can  yield  any  true  contentment  to  their  best  favodrites, 
kt  us  not  be  so  unwili>^a&.  to  speak  of  this  vale  of  misery,  as  Peter 
did  of  the  bill  of  Tabor,  Bonum  est  esse  hlc. 

And  if  the  best  of  earth  cannot  do  it,  why  will  ye  seek  it  in  the 
worst?  How  dare  any  of  you  ©reat  Onbs  seek  to  purchase  con- 
tentment with  oppre8sion,'sacnlege,  bribery  ;  outfacing  innocence 


sens  of  vien,  how  iojig^  &c. 

But  that,  which  moved  Peter's  desire,  though  with  imperfection, 
shews  what  will  perfect  our  desire  and  felicity:  for  if  a  glimpse  of 
this  heavenly  glory  did  so  ravish  this  worthy  disciple,  that  he 
thought  it  happiness  enough  to  stanci  by  and  guze  upon  it ;  liow 
shall  we  be  affected  with  the  contemplation,  yea  fruition  of  the 
Divine  Presence !  Here  was  but  l^abor,  there  is  Heaven  :  here 
were  but  two  saints',  there  many  ipillions  of  saints  and  angels ; 
kerc  was  Christ  transfigured,  there  he  sits  at  the  right-hand  of 
Majesty  ;  here  was  a  representation,  there  a  gifl  and  possession  of 
Blessedness.  Oh  that  we  could  now  forget  tlie  world,  and,  fixing 
our  eyes  upon  this  better  Tabor,  say,  Bonum  est  esse  h}c, 

Alas !  this  life  of  oui^s,  if  it  were  not  short,  yet  it  is  miserable ; 
*nd  if  it  were  not  miserable,  yet  it  is  short.  Tell  me,  yc,  that 
have  the  greatest  command  on  earth,  whether  this  vile  world  have 
ever  afforded  you  any  sincere  conteutation.  The  world  is  your 
servant :  if  it  were  your  parasite,  yet  could  it  make  you  heartily 
o^ry  ?  Ye  delicatest  Courtiers,  tell  me,  if  pleasure  itj?elf  have  not 
ao  unpleasant  tediousness  hanging  upon  it,  and  more  sting  than 
honey  i 

And  whereas  all  Lippiness,  even  liere  below,  is  in  the  vitjion  of 
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God ;  how  is  onr  spiritual  eye  hindered,  as  Ifae  body  is  from  his 
object,  by  darkness,  by  false  light,  by  aversion !  Darkness ;  he, 
that  doth  sin,  is  in  darkness :  false  lio^ht ;  whilst  we  measure  eternal 
things  by  temporary :  aversion ;  while,  as  weak  eyes  hate  the  light, 
yifQ  turn  our  eyes  from  the  true  and  immutable  good,  to  the  fickfo 
and  uncertain,  n 

We  are  not  on  the  bill,  but  in  the  valley ;  where  we  have  taber- 
nacles, not  of  our  own  making,  but  of  clay  ;  and  such  as  wherein 
we  are  witnesses  of  Christ,  not  transfigured  in  glory,  but  blemished 
'with  dishonour,  dishonoured  with  oaths  and  blasphemies,  recru-. 
oifi^  with  our  sins  j  witnesses  of  God's  saints,  not  shinine  in  Ta* 
bor,  but  mourning  in  darkness,  and,  instead  of  that  beaveoiy 
brightness,  clothed  with  sackcloth  and  ashes.  Then  and  there,  we 
ahaU  have  tabernacles  not  made  with  hafids,  eternal  in  the  keaventf 
where  we  shall  see  how  sweet  the  Lord  is:  we  shall  see  the  tri» 
umjphs  of  Christ ;  we  shall  hear  and  sing  the  hallelujahs  of  saints, 

Sude  nunc  nos  angit  vesama^  vitiormn  shire  absinthium^  &c,  saitb 
that  devout  Father.  O  how  hath  our  corruption  bewitched  us,  to 
thirst  for  thb  wormwood,  to  affect  the  shipwrecks  of  this^worid,  to 
dote  upon  the  misery  of  this  fading  life ;  and  not  rather  to.fly.up 
to  the  rclicity  of  saintis,  to  the  society  of  angels,  to  that  blessed  coo* 
temptation  wherein  we  shall  see  God  in  himaetf,  God  in  us,  ouff 
selves  in  him ! 

There  shall  be  no  sorrow,  no  pain,  no  complaint,  no  feaT)  no 
death.  There  is  no  malice  to  rise  against  us ;  no  misery  to  aflict 
ui^ ;  no  hunger,  thirst,  weariness,  temptation  to  disquiet  nSi,  Th^i 
O  theire,  one  day  is  better  than  a  thousand :  there  is  rest  froin  oiff 
labours,  peace  nrom  our  enemies,  freedom  from  our  sins.  Row 
many  clouds  of  discontentment  darken  the  sunshine  of  oar  jofi 
while  we  are  here  below :  Va  nobis^  qui  vivimus  pUmgere  jiuf 
perttdtmusy  dolere  qua  sentimus,  tiniere  qtue  espectamus  !  Cobh 
plaint  of  evils  past,  sense  of  present,  fear  of  future,  have  shared 
^ur  lives  amongst  them*  Then  shall  we  be  seifiper  heti^  semttt 
satiaii,  **  always  joyful,  always  satisfied,**  with  the  vision  of  tliat 
Grod,  in  xiihose  presence  there  is  fulness  of  joy  y  ar^  at  whose  righi 
harul  are  pleasures  f of  evermore. 

Shall  we  see  that  heathen  Cleombrotus  abandoning  his  life,  and 
casting  himself  down  from  the  rock,  upon  an  uncertain  noise  of 
immortality  ;  and  shall  not  we  Christians  abandon  the  wicked  so- 

terfluities  of  life,  the  pleasures  of  sin,  for  that  life,  which  we 
now  more  cartainly  than  this  ?  What  stick  we  at,  my  beloved  ? 
Is  there  a  Heaven,  oris  there  none  ?  Have  we  a  Saviour  there,  <* 
have  we  none  ?  We  know  there  is  a  Heaven,  as  sure  as  that  there 
is  an  earth  below  us ;  we  know  wp  have  a  Saviour  there,  as  sure  as 
there  ate  men  that  we  cpnverse  with  upon  earth ;  we  knopr  there  is 
happiness,' as  sure  as  we  know  there  is  misery  and  mutability  nfoa 
e^l^p.  Oh  pur  iniserable  sottishness  and  infiddity,  if  if^  <^® 'l^ 
conteinn  the  heat  offers  oif  the  world,  and  Ufting  up  our  eyes  »■■ 
hearts  to  heaven,  say,  Bonum  est.esse  h\c  ! 
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JSven,  w,  Loj'd  Jesus,  came  quicklif.  To  Him,  that  bath  pur- 
pliased  and  prepared  this  glory  for  us,  togetner'  with  tlie  Father 
fnd  Biased  Spirit,  one  Incompreliensible  God,  be  all  prafse  for 
ever-     Amen.  -  'Matthew  xvii.  Mark  ix,  Luku  iv. 
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Before,  the  disciples'  eyes  were  dazzled  with  glory ;  now,  thci 
brightness  of  that  glory  is  shaded  with  a  child.     Frail  and  feeble 
eyes  of  mortality  cannot  look  upon  a  heavenly  lustre. 
"   That  cloud  imports  both  Majesty  and  Obscuration  : — 

BlMesty ;  for  it  was  the  testimony  of  God*s  presence  of  old :  the 
cioaa  covered  the  mountain,  the  tabernacle,  the  oracle.  He, 
tkat  maJ^eB  the  clouds  his  chariot,  was  in  a  cloud  carried  up  into 
iieay(3i|.  Where  have  we  mention  of  any  divine  representation, 
bu^  a  ctoud  is  one  part  of  it  ?  What  cbuics  nearer  to  heaven,  ei- 
ther in  place  or  resemblance  ? 

Obscuration ;  for  as  it  shewed  there  was  a  majesty,  and  that 
divine  ;  so  it  shewed  them,  that  the  view  of  that  majesty  was  not 
jfor  bf^ily  eyes.'  Like  as  w^en  some  great  prince  wallcs  under  a 
canopy,  that  veil  shews  there  is  a  great  person  under  it,  butvYitlial 
ta^rams  the  eye  from  a  free  $ight  of  bis  person.  And  if  tiie  cloud 
i^ere  clear,  yet  it  shaded  them.  Why  then  was  this  cIou4  interposed 
jietwixt  that  glorious  vision  and  them,  but  for  a  check  of  thcif  bold 
eyei'?- 

Had  they  too  long  gazed  upon  this  resplendent  spectacle,  as 
their  eyes  bad  beeii  blind 
«p  over-bold  familiarity 
ab)y  doth  the  cloud  intercept 
these  vicissitudes  and  allays..  If  we  have  a  light,  we  nn^t  have  a  * 
cloud  ;  if  a  light  to  cheer  us,  we  must  have  a  cloud  to  humble  us. 
It  was  so  in  Smai,  it  was  so  in  lb>ion,  it  was  so  in  QUvet ;  it  shall 
never  be  but  so.  The  natural  day  and  night  do  not  more  duly  in* 
terchangc,  than  this  light  and  cloud.  Above,  we  shall  have  the 
light,  without  the  cloud ;  a  clear  vision  and  fruition  of  God,  with- 
out aJl  dim  and  sad  interpositions  :  below,  we  cannot  be  free  froqi 
these  mists  and  clouds  of  sorrow  and  misapprehension. 

But  this  was  a  bright  cloud.  There  is  a  difference  betwixt  the 
cloud  in  Tabor,  and  that  in  Sinai :  tins  was  clear ;  that,  darksome. 
There  is  darkness  in  tlie  Law  ;  there  is  light  in  the  grace  of  the 
Gospel.  Moses  was  there  spoken  to  in  darkness ;  here,  he  was 
spoken  with  in  light.  In  that  dark  cloud,  there  was  terror ;  ii^  this, 
there  was  comfort.  Though  it  were  a  cloud  then,  yet  it  was  bright ; 
and  though  it  were  bright,  yet  it  was  a  qloud.  1|Vith  niuch  light, 
there  was  soipe  shade.  God  would  not  speak  to  them  concef nii^ 
:^ist,  out  of  darkness ;  neither  yet  would  he  manifest  himself  to 
^pPA,  in  an  absolute  b/igluness.  All  his  appearances  have  this 
wipSiXSi*    What  ne^^  ^  ol^^  instance,  than  in  these  two  sjaiffi;^} 
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Moses  spake  oft  to  God,  mouth  to  mouth :  yet  not  so  immedi^ 
ately»  but  that  there  was  ever  somewhat  drawn  as  a  curtain  betwixt 
Goa  and  him ;  either  iire  in  Horeb,  or  smoke  in  Sinai :  so  as  hii 
face  was  not  more  veiled  from  the  people,  than  God's  from  him. 
Elias  shall  be  spoken  to  by  God*  but  in  the  rock,  and  under  a 
mantle.  In  vain  shall  we  hope  for  any  revelation  from  God,  but 
in  a  cloud.  Worldly  hearts  are  in  utter  darkness :  tiiey  see  ndt  sq 
much  as  the  least  glimpse  of  these  divine  beams;  not  a  b^am  of  that 
^accessible  light.  The  best  of  his  saints  see  him  here,  bat  in  % 
cloud,  or  in  a  glass.  Happy  are  we,  if  God  have  honoured  ui 
with  diese  divine  representations  of  himself.  Once,  in  hu  light  W9 
shall  see  light. 

I  can  easily  think,  with  what  amazedness  these  threo  disciple 
stood  compassed  in  that  bright  cloud,  eicpecting  some  "iiiiracii^r 
lous  event  of  so  heavenly  a  vision  ;  when .  suddenly,  they  mirii| 
hear  a  voice'  sounding  out  of  that  cloud,  saving  This  ii'Wv  «- 
l<roed  Son,  in  whdni  J  am  well  pleased^  hear  nim.  They  need  not 
be  told,  whose  that  voice  was;  the  place,  the  matter 'evinced  it 
No  angel  in  heaven  could,  or  durst  have  said  so.  How  gladly 
doth  Peter  afterwards  recount  it !  Far  he  received  from  God  tne 
'Father  honour  and  glory  ^  when  there  came  such  a  xhice  tp  hm 
from  the  excellent  glory ^  This  is  my^eloved  Son,  &c. 

It  was  only  the  ear,  that  was  here  taught ;  nbt  the  eye.  At  of 
Horeb,  so  of^Sinai,  so  of  Tabor,  might  God  say,  Ve  saw  no  shaft 
vor  image  in  that  dm/j  that  the  Lord  spake  ttnto  you.  He,  tnt 
knows  our  proneness  to  idolatry,  avoids  those  occasions^  which  wt 
might  take  to  abuse  our  own  fancies.  ' 

Twice,  hath  God  spoken  these  words  to  his  own  Son  from  heaven: 
once,  in  his  Baptism ;  and  now  again/  in  his  Transfiguration. 
Here,  not  without  some  oppositive  comparison ;  not  Moses,  not 
Elias,  but  This,  MKfses  and  Elias  were  servants;  This,  a  Son: 
Moses  and  Ellas  were  sons,  but  of  grace  and  choice  ;  This  is  thai 
Son,  the  Son  by  nature.  Other  sons  are  beloved,  as  of  favour  and 
free  election ;  this  is  The  Beloved,  as  in  the  unity  of  his  essence. 
Others  are  so  beloved,  that  he  is  pleased  with  themselves ;  this  so 
beloved,  that  in  and  for  him  he  is  pleased  with  mankind.  As  the 
relation  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  infinite,  so  is  the  love 
We  measure  the  intention  of  love  by  the  extension :  the  love,  tta* 
rests  in  the  person  affected  alone,  is  but  strait ;  true  love  descends, 
like  Aaron's  ointment,  from  the  head  to  the  skirts ;  to  children, 
friends,  allies.  O  incomprehensibly  large  love  of  God  the  Father 
to  the  Son,  that  for  his  sake  he  is  pleased  with  the  world !  O  per- 
fect and  happy  complacence !  Out  of  Christ,  there  is  notning 
but  enmity  betwijct  God  and  the  soul ;  in  him,  there  can  be  nothing 
but  peace.  When  the  beams  are  met  in  one  centre,  they  do  n^ 
only  heat,  but  burti.  Our  weak  love  is  diffused  to  many ;  God 
hatn  dome,  the  world  more;  and  therein  wives,  children,  friends: 
but  this  infinite  love  of  God  bath  all  the  beams  of  it  united  in  p>^ 
only  object,  the  Son  of  his  Lov^.    Neither  doth  he  love  any  A*^ 
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hnt  in  the  participation  of  his  love,  in  the  derivation  from  it:  O 
God,  let  tne  be  found  in  Chri^^  and  hc^  canst  thou  but  be  pleased 
with  me  f^ 

This  one  voice  proclaims  Christ,  at  once  the  Son  of  God ^ 'the 
Reconciler  of  the  World,  the  DocteJr  and  Lawgiver  of  bis  CiihiScH:' 
As  the  Son  of  God,  he  is  essetitially^interested  in  his  love ;  as  he  is 
the  Reconciler  of  the  World  Tn  vvhona  God  is  well  pleased,  he  doth 
most  justly  -cijiQHenge  our  love  aad  adherenoe  j  bb  lie  is  .the  Doctor 
wi  Lawgiver,  he  doth  justly  challenge  our  audience,  our  ebe^ 
jKenpe,  Even  so,  Lord,'  teach  us  to  hear  and  obey  thee,  as  our 
Teaqheir ;  tb  love  thee  and  believe  in  thee,  as  our  Heconcilcr ;  and, 
0s  the  eternal  Son  of  thy  Father,  to  adore  thee. 

The  light*  caused  wonder  in  the  disciples ;  but  the  voice,  asto- 
Dishnient.  They  are.  all  fallen  down  upon  their  faces.  Who  can 
blune  a  njort'al  man,  tp  be  thus  aflfected  with  the  voice  of  his 
Maker  ?  Yet  this  woitl  was  but  plausible  and  hortatory.  O  Gotf, 
how  shall  fle^h  apd  blood  be  other  than  swallowed  up,  with  the 
horror  of  thy  dreadful  sentence  of  death?  The  li&n  shall  roar^ 
who  shall  not  be  afraid  f  How  shall  those,  that  have  slighted  the 
sweet  voice  of  thine  invitations,  call  to  tlie  rocks  to  Iride  them  from 
the  terror  of  fhy  judgments ! 

The  God  bf  Mercies  pities  our  infirmities.  I  do  not  bear  our 
Saviour  say,  **  Ye  lay  sleeping,  one  while,  upon  the  earth ;  now,  yt 
lie  astonished :  ye  could  neither  wake  to  see,  tior  stand  to  hear^ 
now,  lie  still  and  tremble,"  But  he  graciously  touches  and  com* 
forts  ihem  ;  Arise,  /ear  riot,  •  That  voice,  which  shall  once  raise 
them  up  out  of 'the  earth,  might  well  raise  them  up  from  it.  That 
hand,  which,  by  the  least  touch,  restored  sight,  lunbs,  hfc,  might 
well  restore  the  spirits  of  the'dispti^ycd.  O  Saviour,  Jet  that  sove^ 
feign  hand  of  thine  touch  us,  when  we  lie  in  the  trances  of  our 

Eefe,  in  the  bed  of  our  securities,  in  the  grave  of  our  sins,  and  we 
11  arise. 

Thejf\  looking  vp,  saw  no  man,  save  Jesiis  al&ne ;  and  that^ 
doubtless,  in  his  wonted  form.  All  was  now  gone  ;  Moses,  Elias, 
the  cloud,  the  voice,  the  glory :  Tabor  itself  cannot  be  long 
blessed  with  that  Divine  light  and  those  shining  guests.  Heaiven 
wiM  not  allow  to  earth  any  lonff  continuance  of  glory.  Only  abo^ne 
is  constant  happiness  to  te  looked  for  and  enjoyeil  i  where  we  shaD 
ever  see  our  Saviour  in  his  unchangeable  brightness ;  where  the 
Kght  shall  never  be  either  clouded  or  varied. 

Moises  and  Ellas  are  gone ;  only  Christ  is  left.  The  glory  of 
the  Law  and  the  Prophetswas  but  temporary,  yt»4i  momentary;  thai 
Only  Christ  may  remain  to  us  entire  and  conspicuOu!*'.  riiey  came 
but  to  give  testimony  to  Chirist :  when  ^hat  is  done,  tliev  are  vai 
nished. 

.Neither  could  these  raised  disciples  find  any  miss  of  .Moses*  and 
Elias,  when  they  had  Christ  still  with  them,  f  i«-WI  ifesus  beet)  'gonei 
•J^d  left  either  Mfoses  or  Klias,  or  both,  in  the  mount  with  his  disck 
{^,  that  presence,  though  glorious^  could  liot  ihave  comforted 
"^ :  now  that  tb^  are  gone,  aad  i^  is  M\,  they  ciam6t  be  ca^ 


^ble  of  dbcQinfiort.  O  Si^Wour^  it  matters  not  who  is  away^ 
^hi|e  thou  art  with  u^«  Tl^oju  art  Gpd  AlUsuflficient:  what  cau 
we  want)  when  we  want  not  thee?  Thy  presence  shall  mak^ 
Tahor  itaelf  a  beavet) ;  yea,  beli  it*elf  cannot  make  us. miserable, 
with tl>e fruition  o£  thee.  Maiihew  arvii.  Mark  ix,  Lukeix, 


THE  WOMAN  TAKEN  IN  ADULTERY. 

What  a  busy  life  was  this  of  Christ's  ?  He  spent  the  night  in  the 
Mount  of  Olives  ;  the  day,  in  the  Temple :  whereas,  the  night  is 
for  a  retired  repose ;  the  day,  for  company.  His  retiredness  was 
for  prayer ;  bis  companiableness  was  for  preaching :  all  night,  he 
>^atches  in  the  Mount ;  all  the  morning,  he  preacnios  in  the  Tem« 
pie.  It  was  not  for  pleasure,  that  he  was  nere  upon  earth :  hb 
whole  time  was  penal  and  toilsome.  How  do  we  resemble  hio),  if 
hjs  life  were  a;U  pain  and  labour,  ours  4II  pastime  ? 

9^  found  no  such  fair  success,  the  day  before :  TTie  muUitudc 
Xfias  divided  in.  their  opinion  of  him ;  iSnessengcrs  were  sent  and 
f uborned  to  apprehend  him ;  yet,  Jie  returns  to  the  temple.  It 
IS  for  the  sluggard  or  the  coward,  to  plead  a  lion  in  the  way :  up* 
ifjx  the  calling  of  God,  we  must  overloql  and  contemn  all  thespite 
^nd  oppo^itipn  of  men.  Even  after  an  ill  harvest,  we  must  soqri 
and  f  Iter  (jenials,  we  must  woo  for  God. 

Tpi^.Sun  of  Righteousness  prevents  that  other ;  and  shines  earlj'i 
lyith  wholesome  ooctrines  upon  the  soub  of  his  hearersu 
1  The  auditory  is  both  thronged  and  attentive  :  yet  not  all  with 
t)^  a^me  intentions.  .  If  tiie  pcQplc  came  to  learn,  the  Scribes  and 
t^lmris^E^es  came  to  cavil  and  carp  at  his  teaching. 
.  With  what  a  pretence  of  zeal  and  justice  yet  do  they  put  them- 
Sjclvpi  into  Christ's  prcvscnce  !  As  lovers  of  cliastity  and  sancti- 
mony, and  haters  of  uncleanness,  They  bring  to  him  a  wornaH 
t^ken  in  tlie  flagrance  of  her  adultery. 

^qd  why  f^c  woman,  rather i  since  the  man\s  oflPence  wasequali 
if  not  xpore ;  beca,usc  he  should  have  had  more  strength  of  resist* 
ance,  more  grace  not  to  tempt.  Was  it  out  of  necessity  ?  Per- 
^iip^,  tt^  ipan,  knowing  his  danger,  made  use  of  \^\&  strength  to 
^wit  j^way,  and  violently  brake  from  his  ^pprehen^ders.  Or,  was 
It  out  pf  puoning  }  in  th9.t  they  hoped  for  more  likely  matter  toac- 
cuse  (Christ,  in  the  case  of  the  woman,  than  of  the  man  \  for  that 
^^  liqpppsed  his  merciful  disposition  might  more  probably  incline 
^  ^ompassion^l^  her  weakness,  rather  than  the  stronger  vessel. 
Ofi  wa^  it  rather  out  of  partiality  7  Was  it  not  then,  as  now,  that 
t^9  W^ltfs^t  aooiQiest  suOurs ;  and  impotency  lays  us  open  ;tp  the 
malice  of  an  enemy  ?  Small  flies  hang  in  the  webs,  while  wasp* 
^i^I^  tbix^ugb  without  control.  The  wand  and  the  sheet  are  for 
o0i^a4^s  ;  the  great  either  outface  or  outbuy  their  shape,  h 
Ay  drl^llp^*d  is  hauled  to  the  stocks,  while  the  rich  is  ^baffle 
,  W-f^'^e^P  P!**^  ^s  surfeit.  .  ..r 

W  «  |ib«e  gwiuqdsj  kAhfi.KOHw^^  bought  tpCjiijst;  ngt,!) 
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the  Hoaot  of  Oliyes^  not  to  the  way^  not  (o  bi»  priviAte  16dging ; 
iHit  to  the  Temple  :  and  that^  not  to  some  obscure  angle ;  but  into 
the  ftce  of  the  aMeoibly . 

They,  pleaded  for  her  <)eath..  The  punishment,  which  they 
vould  onwards  inflict^  was  her  shame;  which  must  needs  be  so 
much  more,  as  theve  were  more  eyes  to  be  witnesses  of  iier  guiltiness. 
All  the  brood  of  sin  affects  darkness  and  secresy ,  but  this  more 
nroperly ;  the  twilight,  the  night  is  for  ther  adulterer.  It  cannot 
De  better  fitted,  than  to  be  draped  out  into  the  light  of  the  sun, 
sod  to  be  procbiimed  with  hootings  and  basons.  O  the  impudence 
of  those  men,  who  can  make  merry  professions  of  their  own  beast* 
lioess ;  and  boast  of  the  shameful  trophies  bf  their  lust ! 

Mediinks,  I  see  this  miserable  Adulteress,  how  she  stands  con* 
founded  amidst  that  ffazinji;  and  disdainful  multitude ;  hew  she 
hides  her  head ;  how  &»  wipes  her  blubbered  face  and  weeping 
qrcs. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  no*  dumb  show,  that  is  here  acted  by  these 
Scribfls  and  IHuuisees.  They  step  forth  boldly  to  he)*  accusation ; 
Master 9  tkis  woman  was  taken  m  adultery,  in  ike  very  act. 

How  plausibly  do  they  beffin !  Had  I  stood  by  and  heard  them, 
ihottld  f  not  have  said,  ^^  What  holy,  lionest,  conscionable  men 
sre  these  ?  What  devout  clients  of  Christ  ?  With  what  reverence 
th^  come  to  him  ?  With  what  zeal  of  justice  ?**  When  he,  that 
made  and  ransacks  their  bosom,  teUs  me,  All  this  is  done^  iut  to 
tempt  kintf  Even  the  falsest  hearts  will  have  the  plausiblesi 
oraitths :  like  to  Solomon's  Courtesan,  their  lips  drop  as  a  honey* 
fmnb^  and  ihdr  mouth  is  smoother  than  oil;  but  their  end  is  hitter 
OS  wormwood. 

False  and  hollow  Pharisees !  He  is  your  Master,  whom  ye  serve : 
not  He,  whom  ye  tempt :  only  in  this  shall  he  be  approver 
your  Mitttier,  that  he  shall  pay  your  wages,  and  give  you  your 
portion  with  hypocrites. 

The  act  of  adultery  was  her  crime :  to  be  taken  in  the  very  act. 
was  no  part  of  her  sm,  but. the  proof  of  her  iust  conviction  ;  yet 
her  (feprebension  is  made  an  aggravation  of  her  shame.  Such  i| 
Ae  cormpt  iud^ment  of  the  world.  To  do  ill  troubles  not  men^ 
ki|t  to  be  taaen  \n  doing  it :  unknown  fiithmess  passes  away  wMi 
iise ;  it  is  the  notice  that  perplexes  them,  not  the  guilt.  But,  O 
fcolish  nnners,  all  your  packing  and  secresy  cannot  so  contrive  it, 
but  that  ye  shall  be  taken  in  the  manner :  your  conscience  takes 
you  86^ ;  the  God  of  Heaven  takes  yon  so :  and  ye  shall  once  find 
that  your  conscience  is  more  than  a  thousand  witnesses,  ^nd  God 
liore  than  a  thousand  consciences. 

They,  that  complain  of  t^  act,  urge  the  punishment ;  Ifw^ 
Hoses  in  the  Law  commanded  tis,  that  such  should  h  stoned. 
Where  did  Moses  bid  so?  Surely  the  particularity  of  this  execur 
tion  ifaa  widmut  the  book  :  tradition  and  custom  enacted  it ;  not 
^  law.  Indeed,  Moses  commanded  death  to  both  the  offenders  ^ 
l^t  tl|e  maanar  of  death  to  either.  By  analogy,  it  hoMs  dms :  it  ia 
|k|ll^  €0^|Maiided>  in  the  case  of  a  damsel  tetrothed  to  a  husband, 
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and  found  opt  to  be  a  virgin  ;  in  the  case  of  a  datnael  betrothed, 
who  being  defiled  in .  the  city ^  cried  not :  tradition  and  custom 
made  up  the  rest ;  obtaining  out  of  this  ground,  tiiat  ali  adokerers 
should  be  executed  by  laptdation.  The  ancienter  punishment  was 
burning  ;  deatli  always,  tnough  in  divers  forms.  I  sliame  todiiiik, 
that  Chri&tiiins  siiould  ^ight  that  sin,  whicii  both  Jews  and  Pagans 
held  ever  deadly. 

What  a  mis-rcitation  is  thisi  Aloses  cofnmanded.  The  law  was 
God's,  not  Moses's.  If  Moses  were  employed  to  mediatcibekwixt 
God  and  Israel,  the  law  is  never  tlie  more  his.  He  was  tbe  hand 
vf  God,  to  reach  the  law  to  Israel ;  the  liand  of  Israel,  to  take  it 
from  God.  We  do  not  name  the  water  from  the  pipes,  but  ftont 
tb*^  spring.  It  is  not  for  a  true  Israelite,  to  rest  in  the  second 
moans ;  but  to  mount  up  to  the  supreme  original  of  justice.  Htnr 
reverent  soever  an  opinion  was  had  of  Moses,  he  cannot  be  .thus 
named,  without  a  shameful  undervaluing  of  the  royal  law  of  bii 
Maker.  There  is  no  mortal  man,  whose  authority  may  not  grow 
into  contempt ;  that  of  the  ever*liviug  God.  cannot  but  he.  ever 
sacred  and  mviolable.  It  is  now  with  tbe  Gospel,  as  it  w9s  then 
with  the  Law :  tbe  word  is  no  other  than  Christ's,  though  debrer- 
ed  by  our  weakness ;  whosoever  be  the  crier,  the  proclamation  » 
the  King  of  Heaven*s.  While*  it  goes  for  ours,  it  is  no  marvel,  if 
it  lie  open  to  despite.  : 

.    How  captious  a  word  \^  this!  Moses  said  thus,  whai^aa/cstikoti? 
If  they  be  not  sure  that  Moses  said  so,  why  do  they  affirm  it? 
And  if  they  be  sure,  wijy  do  they  question  that,  which  they  know 
decided  r  Tliey  would  not.have  desired  a  better  advantage,  .tl^aaa' 
contradiction  to  that  received   I^woiver.     It  is  their  pcofcoaon. 
We  are  Moses's  disciples ;  and,  H^e  hiow  that  God spdktiio  Mci^s, 
)t  had  been  quarrel  enough,  to  oppose  so  kum^Ti  a  prophet.    Still, 
^  jind  it  the  drift  of  the  euemies  of  truth,  to  set  Christ  and  Moses 
together  by  the  ears ;  in  the  matter  of  the  sabbath,  of  circuin- 
cisioQj  of  marriage  and  divorce,  of  the   use  of  tluf  lUiW^  of  jfi»^' 
(ication   by  the  law,  of  the  sense  and   extent  of  tlic  law,  aw 
jJiKcre  not  ?  But  they  shall  never  be  able  to  effect  it :  they.tffOaaw. 
fast  and  indissoluble  friends,  on  both  parts,  for  ever ;  each  sp^^kr 
tat  othc^r,  each  establishes  other :  they  are  subordinate  ;  tlney  PVW 
not  he  opposite :  Mos6s  faithful  as  a  servant ;  Christ,  as  a  6oi>*  h 
faitliful  servant  cannot  be  but  ofiicious  to' the  Son.     Tbe  true  usti 
we  make  of  Moses  is,  to  be  our  schoolmaster  to  teach  us,  to.vhip 
us  unto  Christ;   tlie  true  use  we  make  of  Christ  is,  to  soppiy 
Moses.     B]/  him,  a(l  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  iM^^9 
from  which  they  could  )wt  be  juMijied  by  iHe  law  of  Afo^s»  Tkw 
iQXfst  we  hold  in  with  botii,  if  we  will  have  our  part  in  either  :*  so 
sibaU  Moses  bring  us  to  Christ,  and  Christ  to  glpry. 
,  -  ^ad  these  Pharisees,  out  of  simplicity  and?  Ui's^rc  t)f  resolution 
in  a  caiie  of  doubt,  moved  this  question  to  our  Saviour,  ithadbeea 
no  less  commendable,  than  now  it  is  blameworthy.     '  •  . 
I    Q  S;|,viour,  whither  should  we  have  r^our^,  bi^  itpthi*^^^ 
'^i  ;i'hou  art  the  Word  of  the  Fathoc^  the  lioctOCiof  tte.ClnM?i* 
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Wlukf  we  b^r  from  othersi  f*  What  say  Fibers  ?  What  sayCmirir 
gUs  V'  Let  tb^m  heai-  Croop.  u$^  JI^Aa/^  ^a^ex/  t/^ofi^  f  ^ 

.  Silt  her»>  it.was  &r  oth^wise :  tliey  caiM  not  to  learn^.  but  t^ 
tempt;  aad  to  tempt^  that  tiiej  might  accuse.  Like,  their  fatbQi* 
^  Dev3»  who  solicits  to  sin,  that  he  may  plead  s^inst  us  for 
yieidaiMSi^  £un  wo^Id  these*.  coUogaing  adve^sitries  draw  Christ  to 
contradict  Moses,  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  his  coatra^- 
diction.  On  the  one  sidci  they  aaw  his  readiness  to  tax  ttie  jfalsf^ 
gl^ftes^  which  their  pir-esumptuous  doctors  had  put  upon  the. law, 
with  an^  /.  say  unto  you : .  on  the  other,  they  saw  liis  inclination  to 
iQ9ri:y  and  commiseration'  io  aU  his  courses,  50  far  as  to  negji^ot 
e?eu  some  circumstances  of  the  luw,  as  to  touch  the  leper,  to  heal 
on  the  sabbath,  to  eat  with  known  sinners,  to  dismiss  an  infamous 
bat  penitent  offender,  to  select  and  countenance  two  noted  pub- 
licaos ;  and  hereupon  they  might  perhaps  thiuk,  that  ius  compas^ 
uon  might  draw  him,  to  cross  this  Mosaical  institution. 

What  a  crafty  bait  is  here  laid  for  our  Sariour !  Such,  as  h^ 
cannot  biteat>  and  not  be  taken.  It  se^ms  to  them  impossible,  he 
should  avoid  a  deep  prqjudicey  either  to  his  justice  or  mercy :  for 
tt\us  they .  imagine ;  V  Either  Christ  will  second  Moses,,  in.  sen- 
tencing,tl)is  wotnan  to  death  ;  or  else  he  wiU  cross  Moses^  in  dif- 
nissiiM  beir.  uppu^shed*  If  be  command  her  to  be  stoned^jie 
lo^  ^  ^lonour  of  his  clemency  und  mercy  :  if  he  apppii)t  bqr 
.dipiitf^o¥)»  he  losesi  the  honour  ot  his  justice.**  Indeed^  atrip  him 
of  either  pf  these^  and  he  can  be  no  Savioi^r.  .  ^ 

0  the  CjUi^qing:  foUy  of  vain  men,  that  hope  to  begude  wisi^lam 
,itse]fl...  I  .;  '.  '      •  • 

.  $ij|#pce^and  negleQt^hail  first  confound  those  men,  whofn,  after, 
kis,  9#afr^r  will  .send  away  convicted..  Instead  of  opening,  liis 
4Bonth,  Q^F.^Avif^r  bows  }m  body;  and,,  i^tead  of ,; returning 
f¥prd^  frofn^nis  lips,  wxijtes  characters  on  the  ground  witb  ^is  finger. 
05aviour,  I  would  ratlier  silently  wonder  at  thy  gesture,  than  in- 
ffiiffQ.ipu^^^Dj^i^  into  .t)i^*words  tboa  wrQtcst^.or  the  mysteries  of 
iaus  wr)tine :  oiily,  herein  I  see  thou  W^^mtpst  to  sliew  a  di^r^gaJ^ 
M^  thos^ ,  msilicious  and. busy  /cavillers.  Sf>m!^imes,  tacit urjoity  and 
/contempt- arie.  th^  best  answers.  Thpu,  .t|;^t-  hfst  biddeu.uV  ^e 
fttite  as^cJcpenfSf  gi vest  us^^ his  n^ble  e^nm)^  of  :tli^  prudence,^)[t 
fvan  most  3afe,  diat  these  tempters  should  \u^  ,thus  l(ept  fasting  ,\y^tii 
Si^l^it.  disf^pecr>  that  .their  eagieruess^ii^gbt  ju:ift|y  ^r^w  upop 
9lh^ii|  an, ^nsuidg  shame*  \   j     .  . ./.  v  .  .  '  * 

:  \  Th^m^e  urwillingnjBss  they  ^w  in  CKfiit  to'  give  hi^-  answef , 
the  oj^r^^pr^iye  and  jinport.u«ate  they  were.  \p^raw' it  frpm  hiip. 
Now,  as  t9f:5^iby  their  30  zpalous,ip'itatioif,  Qur^avibu^  rous^h 
HP  himsq^y^nd  gives  it  tljem  hoqifiV:^;V'v^ri?pi:6lV?asorv  ^n4«^"g- 
•mg  satisfaction  4  i/«,  t/u^t  is  2e^tf4f}ttf..w*/?^y'fi''. ifPH,^^^  ^^'^'^  .^V^ 
i:ast  a  sjtone  fit  her  :  as  if  his  yery^ajilJOftJi^saifl^  ,f 'J  was  lotli.^^o  / 
<l|a]ire.sii^^d.you  ;  and  thereiifjre  cpAilsU  S^}i|Vr!  ba^a^rVYJ^  not  xp 

have  hear4  your  jjl-meapt  motion  *//J^VLt4y.^ce,.y6u  wijl  needs  have 
.it,  and  by  yoqr. .vehemence  force  my,- iti^txcp',  ^  tliore 

M  noVoa^  of  you  but  is  as  faulty,  ^aji^sBe  vy^jijy^*  j^ja^cu^e  :  thcce  is 


no  A^erentef  1l>ut  that  your  sin  is  smothet^  in  seciMy  $'  kfs^» 
brofught  forth  into  the  figtit.  Yfi  had  mckie  iKtedi  fo-  mke  youf 
toiieh  peace  by  an  hutnble  repentaflfee,  than  to  wg^  s^eltiy  aj^akwt 
another.  T  denv  not,  bnt  Moses  hath  JQstW  from  God  IsipOBei 
tlie  penalty  of  death,  opon  such  heinous  omnces ;  but  whal  th^ 
Would  become  of  yoa  ?  ff  death  be  her  due,  yet  not  by  diOBCf  yottf 
nndeah  hands :  your  hearts  know  you  are  not  honest  (Jnioilgo  ta 


accuse,^ 


Lo,  riot  the  bird,  but  the  fbwler  isi  taken.  He  says  not,  **Lel 
her  be  «toned  ;"  this  had  been  against  the  course  of  his  merer: 
ke  says  not,  **l.et  her  not  be  stoned;"  this  had  been  i^nstAe 
l^\v  of  Moses.  Now  he  so  answers,  that  both  hisjustiee  and  mercy 
sre  entire*;  she  dismissed,  they  :^anr>ed. 

It  was  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  fn  those  heinous  crimes  that  were 
ptmished  with  lapidation,  that  the  witnesses  and  accusers  should  be 
the  first,  that  should  lay  hands  upon  the  guilty ;  well  doth  onr 
'Saviour  therefore  choke  these  accusers,  with  the  conscience  of  tfadr 
so  foul  incompetency.  With  what  face,  with  what  heart  couI3 
tliey  stone  their  own  sin,  in  another  person  ? 

Honesty  is  too  mean  a  term.  These  Scribes  and  I^arisees  were 
noted  for  extraordinary  and  admnred  Hbliness.  The  outside  of 
their  Kves  was  not  only  inoflensiye,  but  saint-lHce  and  exefttj^lBiT. 
Yet  that  allseeing  eye  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  fmmd/oUjf  in  tie 
angelsy  hath  much  more  found  wickedness  in  these  j^lorious  pro- 
lessors.  It  is  not  for  nothing,' that  his  eyes  are  like  a  fame  affte. 
What  ^'secret  is  there,  which  he  searches  not  ?  Retire  yoursemSi 
O  ye  foolish  sinners,  into  your  inmost  closets ;  yea,  if  you  can, 
•into  the  centre  of  the  earth  ;  his  eye  follo^vsyou,  and  obsermaU 

S)ur  carriages :  no  bolt,  no  bar,  ho  dstrkriess  can  ke^  hfan  out 
o  thief  was  ^er  so  impudent,  as  to  steal  in  the  very- nice  of  tto 
Judge.  O  Cod,  let  me  see  myself  seen  by  thee,  and  I  shdl  not 
dare  to  offend. 

Besides  notice,  here  is  exprobration.  These  men's  sin*,  as  thcf 
%ad'been  'secret,  so  they  were  forgotten.  It  is  long,  since  th^ 
were  done ;  neither  did  they  think  to  have  heard  any  more  ncwi 
of  them.  And  now,  when  time  and  security  had  quite  worn  them 
dut  of  thought,  He,  that  shall  once  be  their  Judge,  calls  them  ti 
a  back-reckoning.  Onetime  or  other,  shall  that  just  God  lay  oiff 
sins  in  our  dish,  and  make  us  possess  the  sins  of  our'youtii.  Tktt^ 
things  thou  didst ^  and  I  kept  silence ;  and  thou  theughtest  I^dt 
'like  unto  thyself:  iut  I  will  reprove  thecy  and  set  them  in  affier 
before  thee.  The  penitent  man's  sin  lies  before  him  for  his  ha- 
miltation  ;  the  impenitent's^  for  his  shame  and  confusion. 

The  act  of  sin  is  transient ;  not  so  the  guilt :  that  wBl  rtitk  l^" 
us,  and  return  upon  as,  either  in  the  hfeightof  our  security,  <^rtfe 
^epth  of  our  misery,  "when  w«  shall'  be  least  able  to  b6ar  it.  How 
just  may  It  be  with  God*  to  take  us  at  advantages ;  and  thfen  to 
\y  his  arrest  Upon  us,  wiien  we  are  laid  up  upoti  a  fbrmer  suit ! 

It  is' but  Just,  there  "should  be  a. requisition  of  innocence  in  the«n, 
that  'prosecute  ^the  Vices  of  others.    Tht*  offender  is  worfliy  « 
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fltonin^,  t)Utv^hb  shldl  cast  them?  How  iU  ivpoU  they  becacKite 
^ands^  as  l^oilry  IM  tier  own  I  What  do  they  but  smite  'tb^maeivesv 
who  punish  their  o\yii  offences  in  other  men  ?  Nothing  is  more  on- 
jnst  or  absurd,  than  for  the  beafti  to  censure  the  mote,  th^  ovea  to 
iiphi^id  the  kihi.  It  is  a  false  <tfml  ^mgrant  zeal,  that  begisi^  not 
Bist  at  home.  ^ 

W<A\  did  our  Saviour  knotr,  how  "bittdr  and  strong «  piU  he  bad 
^ivefn  t6  tliese  ikise  justiciaries;  and  now  he  will. take-  kisufe,  to 
see  hew  it  wrought.  While  therefore  he  gives  time  to  them.  t# 
swallow  it  and  put  it  over,  he.  returns  to  bis  oM  gesture  of  ft  ieem»> 
ing  inadvertency. 

^  How  sped  the* receipt?  I  do  not  «ee  any  one  of  them  stand  out 
#ith  Chnst,  iahd  plead  his  own  innocedey ;  ami  yet  these  men^y 
triiidh  is  Very  remarkable,' placed  the  fulfilling  or  violation  of  the 
Ikw  otiiy  ki  the  outward  act.  Their  hearts  misgave  them,  that.  If 
they  should  hava  stood  out  in  contestation  with  Christ,  he  would 
have  utterly  shamed  them,  by  displaying  their  old  and  secretaitis ; 
tnkl  have  so  convinced  them  by  undeniable  circumstancea,  that 
they  should  never  have  clawed  off  tlie  reproach :  Andy  therei. 
fore,  a^Aen  th&i/  heard  tV,  being  convicted  by  their  own  conscience^ 
fkey  went  out  one  by  one,  beginning  at  the  eldest  even  tmto 
the  last. 

There  Might  seem  to  be  sottie  kind  of  mannerly  order,  in  this 
guilty  departure :  not  ail  at  once ;  lest  they  should  seem  violent- 
ly chased  away  by  this  charge  of  Christ ;  now  their  slinking  aWBfjr 
one  by  one  may  seem  to  carry  a  shew  of  a  deliberate  and  vomntavy 
discession.  The  eldest  first:  the  ancienter  is  fitter  to  give,  than 
take  example ;  and  the  younger  could  think  it  no  shame,  to  CaI- 
k>w  the  steps  of  a  grave  foreman; 

O  wonderful  power  of  Conscience !  Man  ean  no  more,  stand 
out  against  it,  than  it  can  stand  out  against  God.  The  Almighty, 
whose  substitute  is  set  in  our  bosom,  sets  it  on  work  to  accuse. 
It  is  no  denying,  when  that-  says  ^we  are  gniky :  when  that/Cmv 
demns  us,  in  vain  are  we  acquitted  by  tm^  world.  ■  With  rwhit 
hravery,  did  these  hypocrites  come  to  set  upon  Chrfet !  with  what 
triumph,  did  they  insult  upon  that  ^ilty  soul  I  Now  they  aare 
thunderstrtick  with  their  own  conscience,  and^^.drop  away  con- 
founded ;  and  well  is  he,  that  can  run  away  fuithest  &om  his  own 
Bhame.  No  wicked  man  needs  to  seek  out  of  *Iiimsdf  fora  jndge, 
accuser,  witness,  tormentor.  .     v   .  .  .  * 

No  sooner  do  these  hypocrites  hear  of  their  sinscfirom  the  moudi 
^  Christ,  than  they  are  gone.  Had  they  been;  sincerely  touched 
with  a  true  i^etiiorse,  they  would  have  rather  cqpie  to  .him  updii 
(heir  knees,  imd  have  isaid,  ^*  Lord,  we  know  and  find,  that  thou 
Itho^est  bur  secret  sins.  This  argues  thy  Divine  Omniscience. 
I'hou,  that  art  able  to  know  cur  sirts,  art  lible  to  remit  tfaeonK  .  O 
pardon  the  iniquities  of  thy  servants.  Thou,  that,  accusest  us,  do 
*hou  also  acquit  us."  But  now,  instead  hercof^,  they  turn  ibeir 
^^ck,  upon  their  Saviour;  and  haste  away.  An  impenitent  man -caroei 
^ot  how  little  he  hath,  either  of  the  presence  of  God,  or  of  th*i 
Mention  of  his  sins..    O»fodlsl  if-ve  c^idd  rua  a^to1'irO!a  God, 
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it  were  soiuewliat;  but  wiulei  jeeindrerm  l«B(i»  wli^t  doye?  wlii« 
tber  go  ye  ?  Ye  may  ran  from  bis  mercy ,  ye  caanothut  run  ttp<ni 
liisjmgmcnt.  .   «i>     < 

.  Christ  is  left  alorie.  Aloa^,  in.dreapect:  of  these  coi|iplainaat»( 
not  alone,  in  rcsp^tot  of  the  multitude*  There  yiet  ssti^iidsthemoarD* 
fiii  Adulteress.  She  might  have  gone  forth  with  thw ;  inobo^f 
boAstraibed  her  to:  stay;  buti<tbat^  wbioh  $eat  them  AMvy^  stajed 
bery€oo9cieiicc.i..8lifiiknerr  hfos  guUtiness  vvras.pubiicLy.titfsous^ 
McMurRtdiot  beby.ber^If  akded  ;  as  one/  thfk^.wasther^ore&s- 
tioned  tiiei:e by  her  own  guiltyrheaot,  9liet stiraA^Qt,  tiU^iie o»ay se- 
ceive  a  dismission.  .'!./•..• 

.*:  vQur  Saviour  ik^s*  not '  so:  busy  \»  wri^iilg,  .but-i  xSo^t  ihe.  t^  the 
;vhile  tbe  guilt  and  absence  o£  idioae  accuBers.  He,  tba^lc^ewwb^t 
they,  had  done,  kncMr  no  less  what  they  did»  what  th^.  woujd  do. 
'lYet,^a&  if  the  matter  had  been  strange  itoihim^  Me  Jift^^p  himself^ 
)aaid*mtfSy  fVomofi^  where  are  t^i^  accusers  ? 

.How  well  was  this  sinner,  to.be.Jeft  there  I  C^Quld  .ahe  beini 
infer,  places  <^n  before  the  Tiibubal  of  a  Saviour?^  Miglit.dy 
Jnveicbosen  Vier  refuge,  whither  should  she  ratlier  have  .fled?  0 
bappy  we,  if,  when  we^  are  convinced  in  ourselvie^^of  our  sins,  we 
<caaset.oar^ves  before  that  Judge,  who  is  pur  Surety,  Qur  Adro^ 
cate,  our  Redeemer,  our  liaiisom,  our  Peace. 
\  Doubdess,  sbe  stood  doubtful  betwixt  hope  and  fear ;  hope,  in 
4kaiJt  she  saw-  her  accusers  gone ;  fear,  in  that,  she  knew  wh^t  sk 
^^lad  deserved  :  and  now,  while. she  trembles  in  expectation  of  > 
iteidience,  she  hears,  JVornan^.  where  are  thy  accusers?  WheieiQ 
iour  Saviour  intends  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  hearers,.. of  all  the 
beholders:  that  they  might  appi^hend  the  guiltincsa,  .and  there- 
fore the 'unfitness,  of  the  accusers;  .and  might  wiell  see'y^bei^e  was 
Jio  warrantable  ground  of  his  further  proceeding  against  he;r. 

Two  things  are , necessary  for  the  execution  of  >  malefactor; 
evidence,  sentence ;  tt)e  one  from  witnesses,  the  other  firom  the 
judge.  Our  Saviour  asks  for  both.  The  accusation  fmd  prorf 
JDust  draw  on.  .the  sentence;  the  sentence  must  proceed  upon  the 
tevidencc  of  the  proof v '^^^''^  ^^^  thy  accused's ?  HiUh^na  vm 
condemned  thee  ?  , 

.  Had  sentence. passed  legally  upon  the  Adulterers,  doubtless  <^r 
{Saviour  would  not  have  acquitted  her ;  for,  as.  he  would  not  in- 
trude upon  others*  offices,  so  ho  would  not  cross  or  violate  die  jus- 
tice  done  by  others.  But  now,  hnding  the  coast,  cl^ar,  he  say^ 
Neither  do  J  condemn  thee.  -        /    , 

i  What,  Lord i  I>ost  thou  then  shew  favour  tq  foul  ofleadersj 
Art  thou  rather  Qlea^sed,  that  gross  sins  should  he  blanched,  and 
isoht  away  with  a  gentle  connivancy  ?  Far,  far-  be  .this  from  the 
petfectiou  of  thy  justice.  He,  tliat  henpe  argues  adulter!^  n^J 
^punishable  by  death,  let  him  argue  the  unkwfulnesaof  dividingof 
inheritances^  because  in  the  co^  .of  ,the  two  wrangling  breUiren 
thou  saidst,  Who  made  me  a  divider  of  inheritances  ?  Thou  de^ 
oUnedst  the  office  ;  thou  didst  not  dislike  the  act  j  either  of  pa^ 
lAg  lands,  or  punishing  oiFimders.  Neither  was  here  any  absolu- 
tion of  tl^  womati  from  a  sentence  of  death,  but  a  dismi&^ioi^  oi 
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faerfmn  thy  dentenee ;  which  thou  kiiew^tt  not  proper  tar  thee 
to  pronounce.  Hei^em  hadst  thou  respect  to  thy  caumg,  and  to 
the  main  purpose  of  thy  coming  into  the  world ;  which  was  neither 
to  be  an  arbiter  of  civil  causes,  uor  a  judffe  of  criminal,  but  a  Sa- 
viour of  Mankind ;.  not  to  destroy  the  body,  but  to  save  the  soul. 
And  this  w^s  thy  care  in  this  miserable  omnder ;  Go^  and  sin  no 
nwre.  How  much  more  doth  it  concern  us  to  keep  within  the 
inmndsof  our  vocation,  and^Dot  to  dare  to  trench  upon  tint  ftmc^ 
tkms  of  others!  How  can^we  ever  enpjigh  magnify  thy  mercy, 
wiio  takest  no  pleasure  in  the  death  cxf  a  sinner  ?  who  so  earnest  to 
save,  that  thou  challengest  us  of  unkindness  for  being  miserable ; 
Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  f 

But,  O  Son  of  God,  though  thou  wouldst  not  then  be  a  judge, 
yetthoo  wilt  once  be.  Thou  wouldst  not,  in  thy  first  coming, 
judge  the  sins  of  men  ^  thou  wilt  come  to  judge  them,  in  thy  se- 
cond. The  time  diall  comey  when,  upon  that  just  and  glorious 
Tribunal,'  thou  shalt  judge  every  mwi  according  to  his  works. 
That  we  may  not  one  day  hear  thee  say,  Go,  yecursedj  let  us  now 
BtBr  thee  say.  Go,  sin  no  more.  John  vm. 

THE  THANKFUL  PENITENT.     • 

One  while^  I  find  Christ  invited  by  a.  Publican ;  now,  by  a  Pha- 
riaee.  Wherever  he  went,  he  made  better  cheer  than'heftnnid>  in^ 
a  happy  exchange  of  .amritual  riepast  for  bodily. 

Who  knows  not  the  Pharisees  to  have  been  the  pioud  etiemies^ 
of  Christ-;  men  over^^oonoeited  cf  themselves,  contemptuous  of 
(fthers;  severe'  in  show,  hjrpocrites.in  deed;  strict  sectaries,  in«/ 
^okitt  justiciaries  i  Yethere  one  of  them  invites  Christ ;  and  that, 
in  good  earnest.     The  smmi  was  not,  like  his  fellows^  ca|il»ous;' 
not  ceiemonioas :  had  he  been  of  their  stamp,  the  cHnisBion  of 
washing  the  feet  bad  been  meortal.    No  profession  hath  not  yielded 
soBoe  good :  Nioodensiis  and  Gamaliel  were  of  the  same  strain. 
Neithev  is  it  for  nothings  tliat  the  .Eva:iigeiist,liaving  branded  this 
sea  for  despimg  the  counsel  of  God  against  themselves,  presently 
snbjoiiis  diis  histoiiy  of  Simon  the  Pharisee,  as  an  exempt  man.  *U 
Saviour,  thou  canst  find  out  good  Pharisees,  good  Publicans,' yea  a 
good  Thief  upon  tlie  Cross  ;  and  that  thou  mayest  find,  thou  canst 
make  them  so. 

''At  the  best^  yet  he  was  a  Pharisee,  whose  table  thou  here  re- 
Aisedst  not.  So  didst  thou  in  wisdom  and  mercy  attemper  thyself, 
9 luyksochne all. things  to  all  men,  that  thou  mightest  win  some. 
Hhf  harbinger  was  rough,  as  in  clothes,  so  in  disposition ;  pro* 
fessedlyfaanihand^ austere:  thyself,  wert  mild  and  sociable.  So 
it  was  fit  ibr  both. ,,  He  was  a  pveacher  of  Penance ;  diou,  the  au«- 
llior  o£.vaomibr^  £UmL  Salvation :  Jie  made  way  for  grade ;  thou 
gavest  it,  I'hoU'  hast  bidden  us  to  follow  thyself,  not  thy  forerun* 
mr.  That,  then, '«rhicb  politics  and  timeserven  do  for  earthly 
advantages,  ive.fijlLdo  for  spiritual;  frame  ourselves  to  all  com* 
pa»ies,  iiob  ib  evilf  but  in  good,  yea  in  indifierent  things.    Wlial 
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vortderit  tt»  thattho«i»  who  ciimestddvvte  froittlwv«itafaioi|thy^ 
self  to  our  nature,  shonldBt,  whilst  tboii  wert-  oq  earth,  fniae  Iby^ 
self  to  the  several  dispositions  of  men  i  Catch  nqt  at  this,  0  yt" 
Licentious  Hypocrites,  men  of  all  hours,  that  cmx  eat  with  gluttoas,- 
drink  with  drankanls,  sins  with  ribalds,  scoff  with  profane  soonien,- 
aud  yet  talk  holily  with  tne  religious ;  as  if  ye  had  beaee  any  co* 
lour  of  your  changeable  conformity  to  all  fashions*  Our  Sarioar 
never  sinned  for  any  man's  sake,  though  for  our  sakes  he  was  se^^ 
ciable,  that  he  mic^ht  keep  us  from  sinniBg.  Can  ye  so  convem 
with  lewdvgoodmlows,  as  that  ye  repress  their  sins,  redress  their 
exorbitances,  win  them  to  God  i  Now  ye  walk  in  the  steps  of  Hism. 
that  stuck  not  to  sit  down  in  the  PhanseeV  house* 

There  sat  the  Sainoar ;  aad^  Behold^  a  'mman  in  the  eUy^  Aat 
masasmner.  I  marvel  not,  that  she  is  led  in  with  a  note  ei  hoq^ 
d^ ;  wonder,  both  on  her  part^  and  on  CbristV  Thai  any  aianci^ 
tliat  a  sensual  sinner  obdiwed  in  a  notoriotts  trade  of  evil,  sh^ 
voluntarily  ,*out  of  a  true  remorse  for  her  lewdness^  seek  to  a  8s^ 
Tiaur,  it  is  worthy  of  an  accent  of  admiration.  The  noise  of  ths 
'  Gospel  it  common ;  but  wliere  b  the  power  of  it  ?.  It  hath  store  af. 
hearers,  but  few  converts*  Yet  were  there  no  wonder  in* her,  if 
it  were  not  with  reference  to  the  power  and  mercy  of  Christ :  his 
power,  that  thus  drew  tlie  sinner  i  bu  mercy,  that  received  her. 
O  Savionr,  i  wonder  at  her,  but  I  bless  thee  for  het »  by  whoir 
only  gtaee  she  was  both  moved,  and  accepted. 

A  sinner  f  Alas,  who  was  not?  who  is  not  so  ?  Not  only  h 
numy  things^  we sinM;  but  in  all  tlungs,  we  all  let  fall  many 
sins.  Had  there  been  a  woman  not  a  sinner,  it  had  been  beyo«i 
wonder.  One  man  tbeve  was,  that  was  not  asianer ;  even  he  that 
was  arare  than  man,  that  God  and  Man,  who  was  the  reAiga  of 
tMa  sinner :  but  never  woman,  that  sinDod  not. 

Yet  be  said  not,  '^  A  woman  that  had  sinaad,'':  bitt,  thai  MiS 
simner^  An  action  doth  not  give  denomination,  but  a  trade.  Evsft 
the  wise  charity  of  Christians,  much  more  the  mercy  of  God,  csa 
distinguish,  between  sins  of  infirmity  and  practice  of  sin;  sad 
esteem  us,  .not  by  a  transient  act,  .but  by  a  permanent  oondLtion. 

The  woman  was  noted  for  a  luxurious  and  incontinent  hCs. 
What  a  deal  of  variety  there  is  of  sins !  That,  which  faikthy  csfr' 
not  be  numbered.  Every  sin  continued  deserves  to  brand  the  wel 
with  this  stile.  Here,  one  is  picked  out  from  the  rest :  she  is  asl 
noted  for  murder,  for  thefk,  for  idolatry ;  only  her  lust  makes  her 
a  woman,  that  was  a  sinner.  .Other  vices  use  not  to  give  the  ovaer 
this  title,  although  they  should  be  more  heinous  than  it.  Waaiens 
may.  flatter  themselves  in  the  indiiferency  or  slightness  of  thii 
offence ;  their  souls  shall  need  no  other  oonv^ance  to  hell»  disa 
this :  which  cannot  be  so  pleasing  to  nature,  as  it  is  hateful  to  God; 
who  so  speaks  of  it,  as  if  there  were  no  sins  but  it ;  A  wememM 
wtn  d  sifincr. 

She  was  a  sinner ;  now,  she  is  not:  her  very  peeaence  Ai^nes 
her  change.  Had  ^e  been  still  in  her  old  trade,  she  woidd  i^ 
more  have  endured  the  sight  of  Christ,  than  that  devil  did,  whisk 
crfcd  out,  Art  thou  catne  to  torment  me  f  Her  eyes  had  been  ls»p* 
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to  oalch  fbdUsh  toven,  not  a  towd  for  her  Savionr's  fieet :  yet  fttitt 
Ae  oairiet  the  name  of  what  she  was :  a  soar  stiU  renaains,  after 
the  ifouad  healed^  Simon  will  be  ever  die  Leper,  and  Matthew 
Ihe  PoUican..  How  cartAtlly  should  we  aroid  those  actions^  wUcli 
flsay  ever  etain  ns ! 

What  a  ^tflerence  diere  is,  betwixt  the  carriage  and  proceedingv 
•f  "God  and  ni€n  ?  The  mercy  of  God,  as  it  ealUth  th^se  $hmgi 
Maf  art  n^i^  09  if  they  were^  so  it  callerh  those  thmgs  that  irare^ 
^  if  tbe^  were  not ;  /  will  remember  your  inifuitier  no  mart :  » 
iorae  aktlfal  chirurgeon  so  sets  the  bone,  or  hods  |he  sore,  that  ia 
cannot  he  seen  where  the  complslint  w^s.  Man's  word  is,  Tfaaa 
which  b  done  cannot  be  andone;  but  the  omnipotent  goodness  of 
God  dolh,  as  it  were,  undo  our  once  comnnitted  sins :  Tain  auMy 
Mf  inifuify,  and  than  $haU  find-  nme.  What  we  were  is  omM 
serres,  we  are  not  to  him ;  since  he  bath  changed  as  from  oar-> 
aeifes. 

O  God^  why  should  we  be  ntgMrdly,  where  thoa  art  liberal  ^ 
Why  should  we  be  reading  those  lines*,  which  thou  hagt  not  only 
orassed,  bat  quite  blotted,  yea  wiped  out? 

It  is  a  good  word,  She  was  a  sinner.  To  be  wicked,  is  odiooa 
to  God,  angels,  saints,  men ;  to  ha^e  b^en  so,  is  blesa^  and  fflo** 
tioos.  I  rejoice  to  look  back,  and  see  my  Egyptians  lying  <Kad 
apon  the  snore ;  that  I  may  praise  the  Author  of  my  deliverances 
aad  victory :  else,  it  matters  not  what  they  were,  what  I  was.  O 
Cod,  thou,  w'lose  title  is,  /  dm^  n^gardest  the  present.  He  hod 
friends  and  honours  us  that  says,  Such  ye  were^  out  ye  are  washed^ 

The  pku^e  adds  to  the  hdnoiisness  of  tha  sin ;  /a  ike  city.  The 

lM>re  iMiblic  the  fact  is,  the  greater  is  the  scandal.    Sin  is  sin, 

though  in  a  desert.     Others'  eyes  do  not  make  the  act  amse  vUe 

^  itsielf ;  but  the  oSmce  is  multiplied,  by  the  numbev  of  be* 

holders. 

>  hear  no  name  of  ritiiar  die  city  or  the  woman  %  she  was  tsor 
^H  known  in  her  time.  How  much  better  is  it  to  be  obscunrey 
^n  htfamotts !  Herein,  I  doubt  not,  God  meant  to  spare  the  ten 

Ctation  of  a  penitent  convert.  He,  who  hatjes  not  the  person, 
t  the  sin,  cares  only  to  mention  the  sin,  not  the  person,  it  ia 
^>tice,  to  prosecute  the  vice ;  it  is  mercy,  to  spare  the  oBander« 
'law  injurious  a  presumption  is  it,  for  any  man  to  name  her,  v^iom 
Cod  would  have  conceated !  and  to  cast  this  aspersion  on  those^ 
^'heAi  God  hath  noted  for  hoUness ! 

The  worst  of  this  woman  is  past,  She  was  a  sinmr;  the  best  ia 
%come.  She  sought  out  Jesus:  where?  In  the  house  of  a  Pha« 
viiee.  It  was  the  most  inconvenient  place  in  the  world,  for  anetad. 
*»er  to  seek  Christ  in. 

.  No  men  stood  s6  much  upon  the  terms  of  their  own  nghteoaso' 
*M  (  Ho  men  so  scornfully  disdain^  an  in&mous  person.  Tbm 
^^^hof  an  ordmary,  thtHigh  honest  Jew  was  their  aoUuidoii ;  how. 
^^^  a)ore'the -presence  ofa  strumpet !  What  a  signtwaaakaowit 
anaer  to  hiia,  to  whom  his  holiest  aeighdbaar  waa  a  sinMC  I  Bern 


doth  htt-y  ihlmgli  a  betteri  Phariscey  look  awrjr,.  tm  $«0itl^*<»i^ito9 
in  his  house,  while  he  daies  think,  //  this  man  were  a  prophet^  ke 
would  surefy  know  mkaimarmtr  qf  uwmut  this  is  /•  Neither  A^puM 
she  fore4niagine  leas,  when  she  ventured  to  press  pver.th^  tbredipk) 
of  a  Pharisee.  Yet,  not  the  known  austerity  cf .  the  nM^W  kef 
mis^welcome  to  the  place,  could  affright  her  from; -seeking  her.S9i^ 
vioureven  there.  No  disadvantage  can  defer.the  Penitent  Soul, 
from  a  speedy  recourse  to  Christ.  She  says  not,  '^  If  Jesus  were 
in  the  street,  or  in  the  fiekl,  or  in  the  houae  of  some  humble  Pub* 
lican,  or  any  where  save  with  a  Pharisee,  I  would  come  to  him; 
now  I  will  rather  defer  my  access,  than  seek  him  where  I  shall  fiaci 
scorn  and  censure :"  but,  as  not  feaniig  the  frowus  of  tliat  overlj^ 
host,  she  thrusts  hersdf  into  Simon's  house,  to  find  Jesus.  It  is 
not  for  the  distressed,  to  be  bashful ;  it  is  not  for  a  believer,  to  be 
timorous.  O  Saviour,  if  thy  Spouse  miss  thee,  she  will  seek  thes 
through  the  streets :  ttie  blows  .of  the  watch  shall  not  daunt  her} 
If  thou  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  a  Peter  will  leap  into 
the  sca^  and  swim  to  thee :  if  on  the  other  side,  of  the  fire,  thy 
blessed.  Martyrs  will  run  through  those  flames  to  thee.  We  ar^ 
not  worthy  of  the  comfort  of  thy  presence,  if,  wheresoever  wo 
know  thou  art,'  whether  in  prison,  or  in  exile,  or  at  the  stake,  we 
do  not  hasten  thither  to  enjoy  thee. 

The  place  was  not  more  unfit,  than. the  time.  A  Phariseo*^ 
house  was  not  more  improper  for  a  sinner,  than  a  feast  wa^  for 
humiliation.  Tears  at  a  banquet  are  as  jigs  at  a  funeral.  There 
is  a  season  for  all  things.  Music,  had  heen  more  apt  for  a  feast, 
than  mourning. 

'  Theheart,  that  hath  once  felt  the  sting  of  sin  and  the  sweetness 
of  remistton,  hath  no  power  to  delay  the.  expressions,  of  what  it 
feels,  and  cannot  be  confined  to  terms  of  circunistanoe. 
-  Whence  then,  was  this  zeol  of  her  liocess  ?  -Doubtless^  she  bad 
heard  from  the  mouth  of  Christ,  in  those  heavenly  sermons  of  his, 
many  gracious4nvitations  of  ali  troubled  and  bbouriiig.'fiOttls ;  ^ 
had  ODserved  how  he  vouchsafed  to  come  under  the  rqofs  of  dev 
spised  publicans,  of  professed  enemies ;  she  had  noted  ail  the  pas^ 
sages  of  his  power  and  mercy  :  and  now,  deep  remorse  ^irrougbt 
upon  her  heart,  for  her  fprmer  vieiousness.  Toe  pool  pf  her  con- 
science was  troubled,  by  the  descending  aiigel  *,  and  now  she  stq^s 
in'for  e,  cure.  .The  arrow  s^ucic.fast  in  her  soul,  which  she  couH 
not.sbake>out;  and  no^^  she  comes  to  this  sovereign  dittany^io 
expel  it.  Had  not  the  Spirit  of  God  wrought  upon  her  ere  sito 
oame^omd  wfougbt  het  to  come,  she  had  never  eitlier  sought  or 
found  £lMAflt.  Kow.  she  loomes  inrOAd.  finds  that  Saviour,  wh^W 
shreaugkt«  .    -  .1  .    .  j      •  (  ;        ? 

She  comes  in,  but  not  empty-banded.  Though  debauch^».sh^ 
wasoei  Jewess^  .She  could  not  bat  «have  be^d,  that^she  qugh$  wft 
tft  appear  before  ^  the  Lard.  ernp^.  What  then  brings  sl^  i  It  wa% 
not  ponihleishe  could.. bring  to  Christ  a  better,  present^  than  hen 
own  PenitemtSottl ;  yet,  to  testify  tliat,  she  brings  another,  deli* 
oatai)dtkiorl  the  v^sflei  and.  th^  x^te^ts,  A  ba^  rf  alabaster  i  * 
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loU3^  btfrdy 'pfM>  clttr  marble,  fit  for  the  reccSpt  of  so  precious  an . 
ointlnent :  the  ointment  pleasant  and  costly ;  a  composition  of 
nmnviragrlLnt  odours,  not  tor  medicine  but  delightl-         '    '        . : 

•  Tnc  sotti,  that  is  truly  touched  with  the  sense  of  its  owA  sin, 
dan  think  nothing  too  good,  too  dear,  for  Christ.     The  removsed'  * 
sinner  begins  first,  with  the  tender  of  burnt^^ffierings,  and  calves  of 
m  year  old ;  thence,  he  ascends  to  liecatombs,  thousands  of  rami ; 
md  above  that  yet,  to  tenthousdnd  rivers  of  oil ;  and*,  yetTiigher, 
c«uld  be  content  to  gwe  the  firsi-fniit  of  his  ^btdy  to  expiate  the 
sin  of  his  soul.    Any  thing,  every  thin^  is  too  snmll  a  price  for* 
peace.     O- Saviour,  smce  we  have  tasted  how  sweet  thou  art,  lo, 
we  bring  thee  the  daintiest  ahd  costliest  perfumes  of  ourhumbl^ 
obediences ;  yea,  if  so  mueh  of  our  blood,  as  this  woman  brought 
ointment,  miay  be  useful  or  pleasing  to  thy  Name,  we  do  most . 
cheerfully  consecrate  it  unto  thee.    If  we  would  not  have  thee^ 
iHttAi  heaven  too  good  for  us,  why  should  we  stick  at  any  Earthly 
Yetribntipn  to  thee,  in  lieu  of  thy  great  mercies  ? 

Yet  hire  I  see  more  than  the  priced  This  odoriferous  perftime 
ivas  that,  wherewith  she  had  wont  to  make  herselfpleasing  to  her' 
watiton  lovers  \  and  now  she  comes  purposely  to  ofier  it  up  to  her' 
Saviour 

-  As  her  love  was  turned  another  way,  from  sensual  to* Divine j  so 
shilU  her  ointment  also  be  altered  in  the  use.-  That,  which  wses 
abused  to  luxury,  shall  now  be  consecrated  to  devotion .  T-here  *  ia 
Ac  other  effect,  in  whatsoever  true  conversion :  As  Hfe  have  given, 
our  members  servants  to  iniquity  (6  commit  iniquity ^  so^skMzte  nau> 
^fre  our  mtfHbers  seirvayifs  unto  righteousness  in  holiness,'  -  If  the 
dames  of  Israel,  that  thought  nQthmg  more  worth  lookih^  on  than 
Aeir  own  faces,  have  spent  too  much  time  in  their  glasses*;  now 
they  shall  cast  in  those  metals,  to  make  a  laver  for  the  washing  off* 
iteir  uhcleannesses.  If  I  have  spent  the  prima  of  my  strength, 
i#ie  strength  of  my  wit,  upon  myself  and  vanity ;  I  have  bestowed 
m^alabaster^bbx  amiss :  Oh  now  teach  me,  my  God  and  Saviour, 
to  improve  all  my  time,  all  my  abilities,  to  thy  glory.  '  This  is  all 
the  poor  recompence  can  be  made  thee,  for  those  shameful  disho- 
Aours  thou  hast  received  from  me. 

•  The  woman  is  come  in ;  and  now  she  doth  not  boldly  fitee  Christ, 
but,  as  unworthy  of  his  presence,  she  stands  behind.  How  could 
she  in  that  site  wash  his  feet  with  her  tears  ?  Was  it,  that  our  Sa- 
iFiour  did  not  sit  aC  the  feast,  after  our  fashion;  but,  according  to 
the  then  Jewish  and  Roman  fashion,  lie  on  the  one  side  ?  Or  was 
it,  that  this  phras^  doth  not  so  much  import  posture,  as  presence  ? 
Doubtless,  It  was  bashfulness  and  shame,  arising  from  the  con- 
science of  her  own  former  wickedness,  that  placeq  her  thus.  How 
well  is  the  case  altered  !  She  had  wont,  to  look  boldly  in  the  fece 
of  her  lovers  ;  now  she  dares  not  behold  th«  awful  countenance  of 
her  Saviour :  she  had  wont,  to  send  her  aUuring  beams  forth  into  the 
eyes  of  her  wanton  pferamours';  now  she  casts  her  dejected  eyes  to 
tti^  ^arth,  and  dares  not  so  much  as  raise  them  up  to  see  those  eyes, 


f rami  srht^  shei^bBfimd  commi^araiiQo.  It  wit  %  tnit  iaiwincft  .qf 
^  g^qphet^  Tl^ou  hast  a  whor^^^f^r^heiad^  thou  ^aust  not  bludi: 
there  cannot  be  a  greats  sign  of  whori&hnei^y  tbim  iaapudenqt, 
Thi^  woman  cai)  now  blush :  she  hath  put  off  tli^  hailot^  and  is 
tiirhe4  ^^^16  Penitent.  Basbfulness  is  both  a  i^ga  aad  e&ot  ^ 
gi;^^.  O  God,  could  we  but  hetbink  how  wv$tche4  we  ai»  in  na^ 
ture,  how  vile  through  our  sins,  how  glorious,  holy^  and  ppwerfo)  % 
God  thdu  art,  before  whom  the  bright^  ai^gels  bide  their  faGei| 
we  could  not  come,  but  with  f  trembling  amiilness  iotQ  tby  pm* 
s^ce. 

Together  with  shame^  here  i^  sorrow;  a  sorcqw  testified  by 
teai^ ;  and  tears  in  such  pl>und^ce,  that  sh^  washes  the  feet  of  (m 
Saviour  with  those  streams  of  pei)itence ;  She  beg^an  tQ  wash  kk 
J€€t  with  tears.  We  hear  when  she  began ;  we  b^  iipt  when  shi 
end^.  WheQ  the  grapes  are  pr^asedn  the  juice  runs  forth :  m^ 
wh^O  the  mind  is  pressed,  tears  distil ;  the  true  iuice  of  peai* 
t6nce  and  sorrow.  These  eyes'  were  not  used  to  suon  cipuds,  (^k^ 
such  showers ;  therc^  was  nothing  in  them  formerly,  but  soashiDt 
of  pleasure,  beepas  of  lust :  now  they  are  resolved  into  the  drmi| 
of  grief  and  contrition.  Wlience  was  this  chaage,  but  from  lis 
secret  working  of  Gdd's  Spirit  ?  He  caused  his  wind  to  bim^  am^ 
(he  waters  Jkmni :  he  smote  the  rock^  and  th^  waters  gushed  mf. 
Q  ^od,  smite  thou  this  rocky. heart  of  mine,  9iid4he  W8tie(s^|s» 
pentanoe  shall  burst  forth  in  abundance. 

Never  were  thy  feet,  O  Saviour,  bedewed  with  nsom  pi|e«k«| 
liqiior,  than  tlijs  of  remorseful  tears.  These  oaiiAot  be  so  opeab 
but  that  thou  keepest  them  in  thy  bottle ;  yea^  thou  r^twiiiiK 
thfoi  back  with  interest  of  true  comfort ;  Thej/^  th^i  smji  i»  i(tsn% 
shall  reap  in  joj/,  blessed  are  they  thai  pumm.  l^  ibis  wcC 
9eed*time  shall  be  followed  with  a  harvest  of  happiness  aod  sl^^ 

That  this  s^rvi^  might  be  complete,  as  ker  eyes  weie  th^  cvrari 
so  her  hair  was  the  towel  for  the  feet  of  Christ.  Doubtlei^  ^  ^ 
feast,  there  was  no  want  of  the  most  ourious  litfteo  to;  tlii*  f^* 
Bose«  Al|  this  vras  nothing  to  her:  to  approve  her  siticeie  havi* 
Uty,  ^d  hearty  devotion  to  Christ,  her  hair  shall  be  put  to  this  |lo^ 
rious  office.  The  hair  is  the  chief  orr^ameat  of  womanhood ;  the  Mi 
as  they  are  the  lowest  part  of  the  hodys  so  the  meanest  for  account, 
£^n^  h^mehestfor  employmeut:  andflo,  this  Penitent  bestoWbthi 
chief  ornament  of  her  head,  on  the  m^aii^t  office  to  the  f^et  ci 
her  Saviour.  That  hair,  which  she  was  wont  to  spread,  as  a  nstM 
catch  her  amorous  companions,  is  honoured  with  the  wiployu^ 
of  wiping  the  beautiful  feet  of  himi  that  brought  the  glad  <i<bBp 
0f  peace  and  salvation ;  and^  m^bt  it  have  been  any  set^vioe  to' 
him  to  have  licked  the  dust  under  those  foet  of  his,  how  glsdly 
would  she  have  done  it !  Nothing  can  be  nseaii^  that  is  dooe  to 
the  honoar  of  a  Saviotur.  '  ^  u 

Never  was  eny  hair  so  preferred  as  this.  How  I  eovy  ^hmeloskb 
th^  weire  graced  with  the  touch  of  tJiose  Sa4»ed  feet  i  biit  saaflk 
imwth0aelips»thei]p89edtlNewI   tIloiQlips»  ttathadhssAltf: 
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tetfrfy  intited toi tlie  tl^ntmi  toilclicis  hth%c U»dfMoi  kWers/ Mv^ 
sanctify  tfaemseilres  with  the  testimonj^^f  her  httmbie  homage  aai<i 
4Hur  resoects  to  the  Son  of  God. 

Thus  ner  ointment,  hands,  ^e^,  hair,  lips  are  novr^onseeraled  to 
the  service  of  Christ  her  Saviour,  whom  she  had  offended.  If  our 
aatiafaction*  be  not  in  some  kind  proportionable  to  our  oflenee,  we 
Jure  no  true  penitents. 

All  this  whiloi  I  heftr  not  one  wot6  fell  fronv  the  m6uth  of  thia 
woman.  What  need  her  tonf^ue  speak,  when  Jier  eyes  spake,  her 
hands  spake,  her  gestisre,  h^  eauntenanee,  her  whole  earriage  was 
tocal }  I  like  this  silent  speaking  welt ;  when  our  actions  talk, 
and  our  tonguea  hold  their  peaee.  Theeommon  practice  iscontrary. 
Ifen^s  tongues  are  busy,  but  their  hands  are  still.  All  their  reli« 
fion  lies  ui' their  tongue ;'  their  hlinds  either  do  nothing,  or  HI: 
i»  aa  their  profesrion  is  but  wind,  as  their  words.  Wherefore  are 
weMis,  but  for  expression  c^  the  mind  ?  If  that  coukl  be  known 
by  the  eye  or  by  toe  InhkI,  the  language  of  both  were  aHhe.  There 
aie  no  words  amongst  spirits ;  yet  they  j^rfectly  understand  each 
other.     The  heavem  declare  the  glory  6/  God.    AM  tongues  cannot 

Kk  so  lofud  as  they,  that  have  none.  Give  me  tm  Christian, 
is  seen,  and  not  heard.  The  noise,  that  Our  tongue  makes  in 
%  formality  of  prrfession,  shall,  in  the  sileneo  of  ^^ur  nauds,  con* 
^nonua  for  hypdcritea. 

The  Ptmrisee  saw  all  this,  km.  with  ah  evil  ejre.  Had  he  not  had 
Mnegraoe^  he  h*d  never  invited  sueh  a  guest  as  Jesas ;  and  if  he 
bad  had  grace  enough,  lie  bad  never  entertained  such  a  thought  as 
A«l  of  the  guest  h6  invited :  If  ihis  man  were  a  prophet  ^  he  would 
hmfe  knomn  vhMi  fMnrtet  af  wemeai  af  u,  thai  ioueheth  him ;  for 
^  u  'M  mner. 

.  Row  many  etTOr»  in  on^  bvearfi !  Justly,  O  8imon,  hath  thia 
one  thought  lost  Ihee  the  thank  of  thy  feaiit. 

Belike,  at  the  highest,  thou  judgedst  thy  guest  but  a  prophet ; 
and  now,  thou  dowtest  whether  ne  were  sO  much.  Besides  this 
tMidervriuation,  how  unjust  is  the  ground  of  thb  doubt !  Every 
pnipbet  knew  not  every  thing ;  yea,  no  prophet  ever  knew  all 
^Ungs.  Eliaha  knew  the  very  secrets  of  the  Assyrian  privy^cham* 
ber ;  yet  he  knew  no^  the  calamity  of  his  worthy  hostess.  The 
ftrite  knowledge  of  tM  ablest  Seer  reaches  but  so  far,  as  it  will 
please  God  to  extend  it.  WeH  might  he  therefore  have  been  a  pro- 
^kel;  and,  in  the  knowledge  of  greater  matters,  not  have  knowo 

Unto  this,  how  weakly  didst  thou,  because  of  Christ^s  silent  ad<y 
v&ssion  of  the  woman,  suppose  him  ignorant  of  her  quality  ?  as  if 
knowledge  should  be  measured  always,  by  the  noise  of  expression* 
Aity  but  awhile,  and  thou  ahah  find,  tbtt  he  well  knew  uoth  her 
fife  and  thy  heart. 

Besides,  bow  injuriously  dost  tbow  take  this  woman  for  what  she 
^^^  !  not  eonoeiving,  as  well  thou  mighiest,  *'  Were  not  this  wo* 
iBi^^^coMert^  Ae  wottid  never  have  ofleved  herself  into  this  pre* 


•■  *  f  r- 


seaoe.*^    Hftr  siodestjr  and  bor  tears  bewray  ber  cbaage ;  and  li 
^e  bechaDge4»  why  issh^  ceosured,  for  what  she  U  net? 

Lastly  I  how  strong  did  it  savour  of  the  leaven  of  thy  profei^on; 
that  thou  supposedfiti  were  she  what  she  wag,  tliat  it  could  not 
stand  with  the  knowledge  and  holiness  of  a  prophet,  to  admit  of 
her  least  touch,  yea  of  her  jpre&ence !  Whereas,  on  the  one  side, 
outward  conversation  in  itself  ma3ces  no  man  unclean  or  holyi  but 
according  to  ^he  dy^[>oaitioo  ef  th€^  patient ;  on  the  other,  .sj^ch 
was  the  purity  and  perfection'  of  tbi»  thy  gloryips-  guest,  thf^t  it 
was  not  possibly  intectible,  nor  any  way  ohrioxiow  to  the.dan^ 
of  others*  sin.  He,  that  said  onoOi.  IVho  Umche4:rHfi  ?  in  re^rd 
of  virtue  issuing  from  him,  never  sald>  '^  Whom  b^ve  I  toucbed  V] 
in  regard  of  any  cont^ion  incident  to  him.  We,  sinful  cKeatores* 
in  whom  the  Prince  of  this  World  ii^ds  too  much,,  may  eaaily.  be 
tainted  with  o^er  men's  sins :  he,  who  av^xM  to  tai^p  aw^  tbesim. 
of  the  world,,  waa  uncapahle  of  pollution  by  sip.  Had  the  womsa 
then  been  still  a.  sinner',  thy  censure  <o'f  Christ,  was  proud  and 

The  t^harisee  spake ;  but  it  was  within  himself;  and  now,  be* 
hold,  Jems  answeringy  said.  , «  ,         , 

What  we  think,  we  apeak  to  our  heartSi^  and ».W6. speak  to  God; 
and  he  equally  hea^^  as  if  it  c^m^  out , of  our  mputha.  Thon^kts 
are  not  free.  Could  men  know  and  convince  them,  tbeVf  would  be 
no  less  liable  to  c^nsiire,  than  if  they  came  ^orth  xlolji^d  with 
words.  God,,  who  hears  them.,  judges, of  them. accordingly.  So 
here,  the  heart  of  Simon  speaks,  Jesus  answers^ 

Jesus  answers  him  i  b^t  with  a  Parable,  He  aoawers  many  t 
thought,  with  judgment;  the  blasphemy  of  th^  hearty;  die  murder 
of  the  heart,  the  adultery  oJP  the  heart  are  answered  by  him,  with 
real  vengeance.  For  Simon,  our  Saviour  s^w  h^^^arror  was  either 
out  of  simple  ignorance  or  weak  mistaking :  -whewe'be  saw  no  nift- 
lice  then,  it  is  enough  to  answer  with  a  gentle  conviction. 

The  convictive  answer  of  Christ  is  by  way  of  parable.*  The  wis^ 
dom  of  God  knows  how  to  circumvent  us  for  our  gain ;  and  Caa 
speak  that  pleasingly  by  a  prudent  circumlocution,  which  right* 
down  would  not  be  digested.  Had/>ur  Saviour  said  in  plain  termSf* 
'^  Simon,  whether  dost  thou  or  this  sinner  love,  me  merer**  the 
Pharisee  could  not,  for  shaine,  but  have  stood  upon  his  reputatioB; 
and  in  a  scorn  of  the  comparisqp,  have  protested  his  exqeeding  re- 
spects, to  Christ.  Now,  ere  he  is  aware,  he  is  fetched  in  to  give 
sentence  against  hini.sclf,  for  her  whom  he  condemned.  O  Saviouff 
thou  hast  made  us  iishers  of  mow ;  how  should  we  feam  of  thee, 
so  to  bait  our  hooks,  that  they  may  be  most  likely  to  take !  Tbou, 
the  great  Householder  of  thy  Church,  hast  provided  victuals  for  tbv 
family  ;  thou  hast  appointed  us  to  dress  them :  if  we  do  not  so  cook 
them,  as  that  they  may  fit  the  palates  to  which  they  are  inteodedi 
we  do  both  lose  our  labour  .and  thy  cost. 

The  parable  is  of  two  debtors  to  one  creditor :  the  one  owed  a 
lesser  sum;  the  oth^,  .a  greater :  both  af e/orgivepi,  It.wasjnottbe 
purpose  of  him,  that  propounded  it,  tliat  we  should  stick  in  ^ 


bftdu-  God'if  our  creditor;  our  siQs:ouT'debt!C  'rVf^uf^M'JikkiVJ^ 
ors ;  but  one  more  deep  tbab  another.  .  JNq  man  cftO  |iiiy  thi»  dd>t 
alone ;  satisfaction  is  not  possible :  only  remission  can  discharge^ 
U9,  God  doth  in  mercy  tbrgive,  as  well  the'^Vatest  a^  the  least 
sins.  Otir  love  to  God  is  proportionable  to  thosetise  of  mir  re-* 
mission.  So  then  the  Pharisee  cannot  choose  bat  confess^  that  the' 
iQ^re  and  greater- the  sm  is,  tlie  greater  inercy  in  the  forgiveness ; 
and  the  more  mercy  in  the  forgi^er^  the  greater  obligation^and: 
more  love  in  the  forgiven.       , 

Truth,  from  whose  moota  soever  it.^fkUsf  is -worth  taking np. 
Our  Saviour  ^raises  the  true  judgment  ef  :a  niarisec.    It  is'^n  in*' 
jurious.indiacretionin  those,  whowe so  prejudiced  against  the  f^t* 
sons,  that  they  reject  the  truth.     He^  that  would  'not  quench  the' 
smoking  flax,  encourages  even  the  least  good;    As  the  oaiidVi^'- 
chtrurgeon:  strokes  the  arm,  ere  he  strikes  the  .vein ;  *  so  did  Ohinst 
hm^  ere  he  convinces  the  Pharisee  of  his  want  oF  love,  he  graceth'^ 
bim  with  a  fair  approbation  of  his  judgment:*  yet  the  while  turn-  ^ 
iag  both  his  face  and  bis  speech  to  the  pcnr  penitent ;  as  one  that 
cared  raorefor  a  true  humiliation  for  sin,  timnfor  a  false  pretenct^ 
of  respect  and  innocence.  .     '  *  -     ♦ 

With  what  a  dejected  and  abashed  countenaaoe,  with  wtiat.  earths  • 
fixed  eyes,  do  we  imagine  the  poor  woman  stood,' when  she  sauf  hef 
Saviour  direct  his  faceand  words  toiler!  She,  that  durst  botstand- 
behind  him,  and  steal  the  falling  of  some  teara  upon  his  feet,  with ', 
what  a  blitahing  astonishment  doth  she  behold  his  sidereal  connta-'^; 
nance  cast  upon  her !  .        ..:  .  t;«; 

While  his  eye  was  turned  towards  this  c  Penitent,  his'^paBell^ 
was  turned  to  the  Pharisee  concerning  that  Penitent,  by  'bftil* 
xmst^en:  Seest  thou  this  woman  f  He,  who  before  had  said, ^7/* 
M»  man  ws^re  a  prophet j  he  would  haue  knomrtwUai  manner  of 
Ufoman  this  is ;  now  hears,  Seesi  thou  ihisaeoman  ?  .  Simon  saw*^ 
bather  outside :  Jesus  lets  him  see,  that  faersaw  faerheart ;  and  \vitt 
thus  convince  the  Pharisee,  that  he  is  more  than  a  ptophety  who  ' 
Jsnew  not  her  conversation  onhr,  but  her  soul. 

The  Pharisee^  that  went  all  by  appearance^  shall,  by  her  deport-' 
Riettt,  see  the  proof  of  her  good  disposition :  it  ^shali  happily* 
shame  him,  to  hear  the  comptoson  of  the  wants  of  his  own  en*^; 
tcrt^nments,  with  the  abundance  of  hers.    It  is  strange, -that  arty 
^  this  formal  sect  should  be  defective  in  their  lotkma.    Simon  haa^ 
iM>t  given  water  to  so  great  a  guest ;  she  washes  his  feet  with  h6r 
t^UB*    By  how  much  the  Water  of  the  eye  wots  more  ^ecious  thah 
die  water  of  the  earth,  so  much  was  the  respect  and  couftesy  of 
this  Ptoitent  above  the  neglected  office  of  the  Pharisee*  *  What* 
Qse  was  there  of  a  towel,  where  was  no  water  ?     Slie,  that  madi&  a  * 
fountain  of  her  eyes,  made  precious  napery  of  hierhair :  that 'bet- 
^  flax  shamed  the  linen  in  the»Phartsee's  chest.  '  A  kiss  of  the- 
^beek  had  wont  to  be  pledge  of  the  welcome  oi  their  guests.'    Sf— 
^OQ  neglects  to  make  himself  thus  happy :  she  redoubles  the  kiSses- 
^  her  humble  thankfulness  upon  the  blessed  feet  of  her  Saviour. 
The  Pharisee  omits  ordinary  oil  for  the  head :  she  supplies  the 
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oKMtprecMfvsMd  fiaf^ntoiltolrisfeeu  Now  the  Fhtrisee  tmH 
bi$  own  uxftlion  io  her  praise;  and  begins  to  envy,  wbere  he  bad 
SGorned. 

It  is  our  fieiuhy  O  Satiour,  if  we  mistake  thee»  We  are  ready  to 
think,  so  tbou  ha^e  the  substance  of  good  usage,  thouregardest  not 
the  compKcneiita  and  ceremonies ;  whereas,  now  we  see  thee  to  hava 
both  noeat  and  welcome  in  the  Pharisee^s  house,  end  yet  hear  thee 
glance  at  his  neglect  of  washing,  kissing,  anointing.  Doabtlen, 
omission  of  due  circumstances  in  thy  entertainment  may  deserve  to 
losei  our  thanks.  Do  we  pray  to  thee  i  do  we  hear  thee  preach  to  us  ? 
noiw  we  make  thee  good  cheer  in  our  house ;  but  if  w<  perform  not 
these  things  with  the  fit  decency  of  our  outward  carriages,  we 
give  thee  not  thy.  water,  thy  kisses,  thy  oil.  £?en  meet  ritoat  oh* 
s^nrances  are  recjuisite  for  thy  foU  wekome, 

.  Vet,  how  little  had  these  things  been  re^prdled,  -if  tliey  had  not 
argued  the  woman's  thankful  love  to  thee,  and  the  ground  cff  that 
love,  sense  of  her  remission,  and  the  Pharisee's  default  in  iMjth ! 
.  Xx>ve  and  action  do  necessarily  evince  each  other.  True  lovi 
cftmpt  lurk  long  unexpressed :  it  will  be  looking  out  at  the  eyei, 
creeping  out  ot  the  mouth,  breaking  out  at  the  fingers^  ends,  ia 
some  actions  of  deamess ;  especially  those,  wherein  there  is  pain 
and  difficulty  to  the  agent,  profit  or  pleasure  to  the  affected,  0 
Lardy  in  vain  shall  we  profess  to  lore  thee,  if  we  do  nothing  for 
thee«  Since  our  goodness  cannot  reach  up  unto  thee,  who  art  oar 
Gksrious  Head  ;  O  let^us  bestow  upon  thy  feet,  (thy  poor  meai* 
hers  here  below,)  our  tears,  our  hands,  our  ointment,  and  w^iatever 
our  fpStA  or  endeavours  may  testify  our  thankfulness  and  bve  to 
tkeemtbem. 

O ,  happy  word !  Her  wts^  which  are  mas^,  are  forgiven  her] 
Methintis,  I  see  how  this  poor  Penitent  revived  with  ehisbresthl 
how  new  Ufe  comes  into  her  eyesj  new  blood  into  her  ciieeks^  new 
spirits  into  her  countenance :  like  unto  our  «)other  eantb;  when  ia 
tnat  first  confusion.  Gad  said^  Lei  the  earth  hring/orth  grass^  the 
herb  that  beareth  seed^  and  the  fruit-tree  yielding /ruit  i  aHroos 
out  into  fiewers,  and  blossooos,  and  leaves,  and  firuit.  Her  former 
tewn  said,  WhoshaU  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  deaih  f  New 
her  cheerful  amilesaay ,  /  thardt  (wody  through  Jesus  Christ  n^  l^* 

Seldom  ever  do  we  meet  with  so  peifcct  a  Penitent :  seJooa  do 
wie  find  so  gracious  a  dismission.  Whit  can  be  wished,  of  any 
moftal  coeature,  hut  remission,  safety,  faiths  peace  }  AU  ^^^'^^^ 
here  mety  tama^  a  contrite  son  I  happy  :  remission,  the  groand 
of  her  safety;  faith,  the  ground  of  her  peaces  safety  and  n^ 
vation,  tSe  iasue  of  her  xemission ;  peace,  the  bkased  nruit  ef  ^ 
feith. 

O  woman >  the  perfume,  that  thou  brooghtest,  ia  poor  and  bai^ 
lA  comparison  of  those  sweet  savours  of  rest  and  happiness,  thsi 
are  returned  to  thee.  Well  was  tiiat  omtment  bestowed,  ^'^ 
^h  thy  aoul  is  asaeeteoedtp  all  eternity*  Ud»  yf^ 
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MARTHA  AND  MARY. 

Wx  mfV  TtBd  IpnR  cttottgh^  ere  we  fixvl  Christ  in  a  house  of.  bis 
1^..  The/ox^s  nofie  kHOp  and  the  biank  kan  ne$is:  he,  thct 
)md  «U,  poMewied  nothing.  One  vbile»  I  see  biai  in  a  Poblicen*t 
house ;  tlien,  in  a  Pharisee's  (  nnr»  I  And  him  at  Martha*su 

Hia-^ast  entertainment  v»i  with  mmn  neglects  tbis^  iritk.toe 
ll^ch  sdiicitude. 

Our  Savipur  vas  now  in  bis  way»  The  fun  night  as  soon  stand 
stiU  as  he.  The  oiore  wo  noye^  the  likev  weaie  to  heaven,  and  to 
ibis  God  that  made,  itr 

Hi»  prpgvess  wa^  to  JevusaleoH  ibr  sonie  ho{y  feeet.  He,  whose 
flevotion  neglected  not  an^  of  those  saeied  Bokmnttiea^  will'  net 
IM^lect  ib^  doe  opport|initie»  of  Im  bodilv  rcfrfshing:  an  not 
thinking  |t  pieet  to.  travel  and  preapb  barlM>nrtesf>  he  diverts,  where 
)ie  knew  hia  welpoine,  to  the  visage  of  Bethany.  There  dwelt  the 
tWQ  devout  sisters,  ivith  their  brotber,  his  friend  Laaarus.  Their 
ioDof  receives  binu  O  bapf^  house,  into  which  the  Son  of  God 
iv«i^bsiifed  to.aet  kis  foot  1  0  hlew^l  women,  that  had  the  grace 
to  be  the  hoit^sea  to  the  God  of  Heaven  1  How  should  I  tnvj 
your  felicity  besetn,  if  1 4^^  not  see  die  satae  £avour,  if  I  be  not 
wanting  to  niyself,  lying  open  to  ipe  \ 

[  I  have  two  ways  ^  entertain  my  Savimur ;  in  his  members,  and 
|n  himself;  in  his  members,  by  charity  and  hospttableness ;  IFAat 
J  do  to  one  of  tko$e  tiio  littk.  ones^  1  4q  to  khn :  in  hiB»elf>  by 
^tb ;  1/  amjf  vum  opem^  ke  trill  como  m  amd  mp  imik  km.  O 
fcvioiir,  thou  standest  at  tbe  door  of  oor  hearts^  and  knockest  by 
^  solicitations  of  thy  messengere,  by  the  sense  of  thy  cbastise* 
meats,  by  the  motions  of  tby  Spirit :  if  we  open  to  tbee,  by  a 
Willing  admission  and  faithful  welcome,  thou  vrilt  be  sore  to  take 
bp  our  souk  with  tby  gracioos  presence ;  and  not  to  sit  with  09 
for  a  momentary  meal,  but  to  dwell  with  ns  for  ever.  Lo,  thou 
didst  hot  call  in  at  Bethmiy ;  .bat  here  shall  be  thy  rest  fcnr  ever, 
lasting. 

Martha^  it  seems,  aa  beinff  the  elder  sister,  bore  die  name  of 
the  housekeeper ;  Mary  was  ber  assistant  in  the  cbai^.  A  blessed 
pair ;  sisters,  not  more  in  nature  than  grace,  in  spirit  no  less  than 
}n  flesh.  Hoir.  bi^ppy  a  thing  is  it,  wh^  aU  the  parties  in  a  iiunily 
ire  joiiitly  agreed  to  entertain  Christ  I 

No  sooner  is  Jeans  entered  into  the  house,  than  he  ialls  to  preach* 
bg ;  tha*:  no  time  may  be  loatihe  stays  not  so  much  as  till  his  meat 
he  made  ready  i  but  while  bis  bodily  repast  was  in  hand,  providea 
^nritual  food  for  his  hosts.  It.was  his  meat  and  dnmi^  tado  the 
'loillqf  bis  Father.  He  fed  more  i^Km  his  own  diet,  than  he  eouU 
(<nsibly^ttpoii  theirs.  Hit  best  eheer  was,  to  see  them  spiritually 
>ed.  How  sboi^  we,  whom  he  hath  called  to  this  sacred  function, 

Aff  inuant  m  seaeam  and  aui  4^  uamn  I  We  are,  by  his  sacred  br« 

wtttioos  the  lights  of  the  world.  No  sooner  ia  the  candle  lighted, 
WA  it  give*  that  iig^tWhioi|S»*^*^-  •«-»  ^—  «♦-««;#•  *;ii  i* 
fee 
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Both  the  sisters,  for  a  tijoe,.sat.attenU.vel7  listening  to  the  words 
of  Christ.  Household'  occasions  Cafl  Martha  a¥iray :  Mary  sits  still 
at  hh  fest,  and' h(ianr.  'Whether  shall  we  more  praise  h^  fiimiiB^, 
or  her  docility  ? '  I  do  tiot  see  her  take  a  #tocrt  and  sit  bt  him,  or% 
chair  and  ^t.'abo're  him ;  but;  as  desirinjr  to-^bew  her  heart  was  as 
low  as  her  knaes/she  sits*  at  his  Ibet**  bhe  was  lowly  set,  richhf 
wsrmed  with  th<A$e-h^venly  beatns.  The  greater  submission,  *the 
more  grace.  If  there  be  one  hollow  in  the  valley  lower  than  ana* 
.  ibery  thaher  A©  watevs  gather. 

V  Martjia^s  house  isrbecdnfieadivinity^isohdol :  Jesus,  as  the  doccor> 
sits  io  the  chair;  Martha,  Mary,  and  the  restj'sit  aa^diacipAesathift 
feot,  Standing 'implies  a' readiness  of  aHotioh^^-  sitting,  a  settled 
conifKwedness  tOiiiiis  boty  atfiertdance. 

Had  thi^  t^o  sisters  provided  our  Saviournevear  such  delicacies^ 
and  waited'on  histrenclK^  never  so  ofliciovlsly,  yet- bad  they  aot 
listened  .to  his  instruction ,  •  they ,  had  not  •  bi<)'den  -hira  Welcome  i 
lieither  had  lie  so  well  Jtked  his  entertaittaenfe.  This  was  die  mtj 
to  feast  him ;  to  feed  therrreai%  by  hi^  hewtrfenly  doctrine.  Hi$  bttt 
cheer  is  our  proficiency;;  our  best  cheer  is  his  werd^  O  Saviaiir, 
let  my  soul  be  thus  te^ed,  by  thee;  do  thou  thtfis  feast  thyself, 
by  feeding  me.  This  nutual  diet  shall  be  tl^y  praise  and  my  hap. 
piness.       •  •     ' 

;  Though  Mattha  was  for  tba  time  Bii  attentive  hearer,  yet  novr 
her  care  of  Christ's  entert[aiiiHlent  carries  ber  into  the  kitchen. 
Mary  sits  stiH;  Neidietwas  Mary  more  devout,  than  Martha  busy, 
Martha  xacea:  to  Je^^  Jesua;  Mary,'  to  be^ feasted  of  him.  Thore 
^s  moresolix:itu()e;in.*Martha*'9  active  pafi;-  more  piety  in  Mary** 
sedeatayy.  attendance :  I  know  not  in  whether  more  zeal.  Gm 
]VIerth&.^a9'..de8irpu3  ^ko  express  her  foy  and  thankfulness  for  the 
ptesente.of<.so  blessed  a  guest,  by  the  actions  of  her  careful  and 
plenteous  ontertainoient.  I  know  not  how  to  censure  the  holy  wo* 
matT,  for  her  excess  of  care  to  welcome  her  Saviour.  Sure,  ^ 
herself  tliDught  she  did  well;  and, : out?  of  tiiat  coiifidenoe^  feaiv 
not  to  complain  to  Christ  of  her  sister. 

<   I  do  not  see  her  oome  to  her  sister,  and  whisper  in  her  ear  the 
g:rcat  need  of  her  aid;. but  she  comes  to*  Jesus,  and,  iaakind  of 
unkind  expostulation  of  her  neglect,  makes  her  -nuxui  'to  him; 
Lord 9  dost  tAou  7wi  care  that  my  sister  hath  ii^i  me  to  servo  alone  f 
Why  did  she  not  rather  make  her  first  address  to  her  sister?  Was 
it,  for  that  she  %ncw*  Mary  was  so  tied  by  the  ears  with  those 
adamantine  chains,  that  came  from  the  mouth  of  Christ,  that  aotiJ 
his  silence  and  dismission  she  had  no  power  to  stir  ?    Or  was  it  out 
of  an  honour  .and  respect  to  Christ,  that  in  liis  presence  ahe  wookt 
nat  presume  to  call  off  her  sister,  without  hia  leave  r 
\  Howsoe\-er,  I  cannot  excuse  the  holy  .woman  from  sai$e  weak* 
nesaes.     It  was  a  fault,  to  measure  her  sister  by  herself;  and,  ap* 
prohending  her  ow^n  act  to  be  good;  to  tlunk  her  sister  could  not 
4o  welt)  if  she  did  not  so  too.  Whereas,  gdodness-faatk  mueh  lati- 
tude.- ^1  is  opposed. to.  good,,  not  ^tiad.to<good.  .Neither  in  things 
'lawful  nor  indiBcreut  are  others  bound  to  oor  rnxmrnfii^ .  Jfef^ 


roiffb^  bewr>t  Maltha  «ttgti^^Qrvei  aii^boUi  i4  v^k  ••MaiMf'ilid  not; 
censure  Martha^  for-ber  tistfigirem  tbfi  fbet  ^f''Cbrt$t,  to  prdpaoer 
hi»  ipeal ;  aeith^  sbpii)d  Ajaw^a  hav^  .««Q»uire4  Mary^  for  skiing 
at  Chri8t*& fi^t,  to. feed  her  80«i,  It .waaa^fauk, 'thai.$he /(hot)ig£ 
an  excessive  eare  qf  a  liberal  gutfirard  enter^poptmt  of  ^C^bvisSt^y^-iyaa 
%o  be  preferred  to  a  diligent  attentipii  t9  Cbvist's  ^piri/^  'C^Pi^- 
t^inineDt  of  ^thein»  k  waft  a.  fault,  tb^  ahe  durtt^  presiupib  ti^  q^d^ep«^ 
^^(Qii  our  .Saviour  of  govae  kind  of  unre^pect  to  hfer  toilyJS^^^  ^1 
/Apfi  M^  ^ret'  What  sayest  thou,  Martha?  Dost  thou  ohaUenge 
the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth  of  incogitaDcy  an^ii6|>tl<^<^t  ?;  JDoi^ 
^{m*|ake  ^K9^  t^ee»  to  prescvibe  unto  tliat  IqAnite  \V  i^o^i^^  in- 
^yad  of -raeeivilkg  divections  froin^  him?-  It  i:|»we)l  tt^Mi  meita$t 
wit4  a-Savipur,  whose  gvaciouaoiUdiMiBS  k^Qws  how-to  pa^4on«aA(i[ 
pity  the  errors  of  our  zeal-  -.  -  .    -   ^ 

«  Mt  JihUBtneeds  say  .heffy  waitfed  not  fairf*pret«>n<^9  f^fijthe 
Ifround  of  this  jthy  expo^tulatioa.  Thou,  t/i<^  eldt&i*  sUtcfr,  worlves^l 
Arlary,  the  younger^  9ita  stilL.  And-whal  wo^rk  ^as  thifnej,  hut  tho 
hoapitable.  reoeipt  of  th^rSftviour  and  hia  tr^ain  ?  Had  it  h^^  W 
thine  own  paunch,  or  vx  some  carnal  fne^pdsy  it  had  he«90  Itass  ajc« 
q^iaables'  iMw  it.  w^  for  Christ  hinmj^tf, '^  wh9ni  thoU  opuUist 
never  he  too  obsequious. 

.•  £ut.all  thia  cannot  deliver  thee,  from  the  just  blame. of  this^jb^d 
subincuaaition ;  Lord^  tkst  ilwu  not  care  i ,  How  ready  is  our  weak,. 
neasy  upon  every  Might  discpntentnaeut,  to  quarrel  with  ou^  be%t 
friend,  yea  with  our  good  God  ;  s^nd.  the  Kliidre  weare  putUi  it^ 
tp  'tbuik  oi»aselT<»  the  more  noglQeted,  and  to  chaliepge  Qod  for 
our  negikct.! .  l>Q:We  groan  on  the.hed  .of  pur  sickoass ;  and,  laot 
guishing  in  pain>  complain  of.  long  liours  and  weary  sideti?  airaighi^ 
^  thiofc,..^  VIf4>rd,  dost  thou  not  care  that  we  suHer  f "  Dc^  God's 
poor  Cbureb  goi  t<^.  wreck,  while  the  phughqrM.  plougkuig\  o^  \\^ 
%0/ck^  VHilu.  kng/urr<ms  ?  ^ '  JLx>rd » dost  tfaou  not  care  V  But  kn^: 
tboUj.O  thou  f€febk).and  dialirHatful  soul,  :the  more  thourdoest^  j:I)u^ 
moie  thou  suflierest,'  the  more  tlioo  art  cared  for:  neither  i^  Gpd 
ever  so  tender  over  hi^  it^hurchj  as  whem  it  is  U)o.U  cxii:r^sad«j 
Ji^veiy  pang  and  stitch  and.giEd.is  Arst  felt  of  hini»  that,se;uls.\tr. 
O  <7o4»  thou'kliowest.our  works^  ^nd  our  iahour^  and  onr  p<^tjyi3(u^: 
we  may  beig^rantMnd  dijSiid^t;  t)iQu  cj^nst  uot  but  he  gr{iQiqi)s«7^ 
It  could. ilot hut  trpub^devput  AUrv,  to.bear.hA)r.siia€f][s»,ia^9^; 
tient  cp9ipiaiat ;.  a, /dpi^plaint  of  l>er$elf  tp  Citrii>t,  wi^tji/suqhfeiip^ 
mence.of  passion,. 09  if  there  IukI  h^f^  ^ch  strangc^sf . h^twixtt 
tbe»  two  »ifi^rs,,  that. tlie: ope  wo4^ld^do  potbiug  .for  tlie  -ot/j^rAr 
without  an  external  compulsion  from  a  superior.  Ilovv.  ci(a  sl^> 
choose* b^tv^ii^fi''  If  I,ha«^-/eBeoded>:vvhy  was  i  put  secretly 
taxed  fpr>  i^,  Jaa.Sfstefly  ik«^li*rity  /  WJmt  if  tb^rg  iiaw  bye|i, 
si^me  Jiuta  ^laiiwipii  ?  Vf^»^  thi^fWhole  hpu^  ri»^  of  it,  bcforf^  m(y  % 
I^wd  and  allrbia.di8C4pl^J  ji«ttbJtt<<wfA««<^  .be#ee|»iiiig  a  sisi^jsP^.  -1&, 
i{^4l«;HHioii.«wprth)rif9ifc>)0uaxrel?  .Itoyd,.  dps^  tb^^  not  pare  tbat^ 
lam ii^riwaty;^c«)Q^ur(|(ik/.''  Ycit.I.h^iar .not; a  word  of  rttply,.jx^n^ 
that'  iiiod^t.;»piiHhi<  Q  .holy  Mary^  X  admire  thy  patient  sii^iicvt.^ 
Thjr.  sjw^-Wame*  tb0ft.fo^,tjjy,  pif^y.i.  tfee  4»fitfl|^,>f&irjv«^% 
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blaim  thee  ftr  thy  bwnfer  tutd  oost:  Mtft^Md ttb ftomdNM/ 
in  a  {ast  Tiiidioaition  ^  tbiHe  honour  and  iimoeeiiee ;  but,  in'  av 
bumble  tacitamty,  tbM  laaf«6l  tbioe  aitsw^  to  thy  Saf<oar«  Ho# 


eavae  o£  the  domb  i  Martka^  Martha^  ik&u  uri  aur^fm  and  tmu 
Hed  ahcmt  many  things  t  Imi  me  thing  u  needjuly  md  Mary  hath 
chosen  the  better  part.  What  needed  Mafy  to  apeak  fmt  Knei^ 
when  she  had  such  an  Adrocate  ?    ^ 

Doubdess,  Martha  waa,  as  it  were,  divided  from  heraeif  irith  tke 
nraklpKcity  of  her  careful  thoughts !  our  Sarioor  thefefdffg  doabki 
her  name  m  bis  compeilatton ;  that,  in  sach  distraction,  he  masf 
both  find  and  fix  her  heart. 

The  good  woman  made  full  aeoottnt,  that  Ohrist  nMdd  hvresedt 
away  her  sister  with  a  check,  and  henetf  wiA  thanks:  but  turn 
her  hopes  fail  her ;  and  though  she  be  not  directly  repnyr^d,  yH 
dw  hears  her  sister  more  approved  than  she ;  Jvorms,  MwrUia^ 
thou  art  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things. 

Onr  Saviour  received  courtesy  firom  her,  in  her  diKgent  sot 
costly  entertainment;  yet  he  would  not  bbtnch  her  enw,  and  smoolb 
her  up  in  her  weak  mtsprision.  No obiigatfonsmay* so tathml si, 
as  that  onr  tongues  should  not  be  free  to  rmrove  laidts,  whess 
we  find  them.  They  are  base  and  servile  spnits,  that  wiU  bifV 
their  tongue  tied  to  their  teeth. 

This  elance  towards  a  reproof  implies  sn  opposition  of  the  ooiw 
ditiott  of  the  two  sistiers.  Themselves  were  not  more  near  in  fls^^ 
tttpe,  than  their  present  humour  and  estate  difieredv 

One  is  opposed  to  many ;  necessary^  to  superfluous*;  sotititiiii^ 
to  quietness :  Thou  art  carejul  and  troubled  about  nssny  things; 
one  thing  is  necessary.  How  far  then  may  our  care  rsaon  to  thM 
earthly  dttngs  i  On  the  one  side,  O  Saviour,  thou  hast  charged  as 
to  take  no  thought  what  to  eaty  *drinky  put  on ;  on  the  other,  fkf 
chosen  vessel  bath  told  us,  that  hej  that  prooides  not  for  hisfambf 
hath  denied  the/aith^  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel.  We  may,'  no 
most  cfure  for  many  things ;  so  that  cmr  care  be  for  good,  and 
well :  fbr  good,  both  in  kifid  and  measure ;  well,  so  as  our  caie 
bo  free  from  distraction,  from  distrust:  from  distraction,  tiliaft  it 
hinder  us  not  from  the  necessary  duties  of  our  general  caHiog; 
from  distrust,  that  we  misdoubt  not  God's  Providence,  while  we 
employ  our  own.  We  cannot  care  for  thee,  unless  has  thus  csie 
for  oundves,  for  ours. 

Aisu !  how  much  care  do  I  see  evenr  where,  but  how  lew  Htt* 
tfaas?  Her  care  was  for  tier  SavicMnr^s  entertainment;  cnn,  (^ 
oundvcs.  One  finds  perpiexities  in  his  estate,  which  he  denres  ti 
extricate ;  another  beats  his  brains  for  the  raising  of  his  hosier 
one  busies  his  thoughts  about  the  doubtful  condition,  as  he  tbtnk^ 
of  the  times,  and  easts  in  his  anxious  head  the  ttaagimttt  events  of 
aU  things,  opposmg  bis  hopes  to  his  fears ;  another  studies  bsortD 
mrmi  the  cross  blows  of  m  jadveraary*  -  JfaKA*,  Mof^  ^ 


art  carqfvl  tmd  ttouhled  about  moj^  things.  Foblisbr  men !  why- 
do  we  s^  omr  hearts  upon  the  rack,  and  need  not  i  Why  will  we 
«idure  to  bcDd  under  that  burden,  which  more  able  shoulders  hare 
afiered  to  undertake  for  our  ease  ?  Thou  hast  bidden  us,  O  God, 
to  cast  our  cares  upon  thee,  with  promise  to  care  for  us.  We  do 
l^ly  unload  ourselves  upon  thee.  Oh  let  our  care  be  to  depend 
OD  thee,  as  thine  is  to  provide  for  us. 

Whether  Martha  be  pitied  or  uxed  for  her  sedulity,  I  am  sure 
Mary  is  prai^  fop  her  devotion.  One  thing  is  necessary :  not  by 
way  of  negation,  as  if  nothing  were  necessary  but  this ;  but  by 
way  of  eotoparison,  as  that  nothing  is  so  necessary  as  this.  Earthly 
9ocaiioiia  i9ust  vail  to  spiritual.  Of  those  three  main  grounds  of 
ttt  our  actiooa,  necessity,  convenience,  pleasure,  each  transcends 
Qlher ;  conveojence  carries  it  away  from  pleasure,  necessity  from 
oont^ienoe,  and  pne  degtee  of  necessity  from  another.  The  de* 
grees  are  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  things  necessary.  The. 
ooodition  of  these  earthly  necessaries  is,  that  witliout  them  we 
CSnaot  Live  temporally ;  the  condition  of  tlie  spiritual,  that  without 
them  we  cannot  live  eternally.  So  much  dirierenee  then  as  there  is 
l|et)vixt  temporary  and  eternal,  so  much  there  must  needs  be  be. 
^yt  die  necessity  of  these  bodily  actions  and  those  spiritual; 
both  are  necessary  in  their  kinds;  neither  must  here  be  an  opposi* 
tion,  but  a  suboraination.  The  body  and  soul  must  be  friendS| 
lot  rivals :  we  may  not  so  ply  the  Christian,  that  we  neglect  the 


Oh  the  vanity  of  those  manv  who,  neglecting  that  one  thing 
Iteessary,  aflhct  many  things  superflucHis !  Nothing  is  needless 
with  worklly  minds,  but  this  one,  wluuh  is  only  necessary,  the 
M(e  of  their  squIs.  How  justly  do  they  lose  thiat  they  cared  not 
fi>r,  wiiile  they  over-care  for  that,  which  is  neither  worthy  nor  pas* 
«ble  to  be  kept ! 

Nether  is  Macy*s  buuness  more  allowed  than  herself:  She  hath 
^99tH  the  good  fart,  h  was  not  forced  ifpon  her,  but  taken  up  by 
W  elscticm.  Martha  might  have  sat  still,  as  well  as  she :  she  might 
Itt^t  stirred  about,  as  well  as  Martha.  Mary's  will  made  this 
choice,  not  without  tlie  inclination  of  Him,  who  both  gave  this 
^l^  and  commends  it.    That  will  was  before  renewed :  no  marvel 

It  chose  the  good ;  though  this  were  not  in  a  case  of  good  and 
^▼ily  hut  of  gwd  and  better.  We  have  still  this  holy  ireedom^ 
^wogh  the  iaoperation  of 'him,  that  bath  freed  iis«  Happy  are 
^^  if  we  can  improve  tliis  liberty  to  die  best  advantage  ot  jour 
Mds. 

The  stability  or  pespetuity  of  good  adds  much  to  the  praise  of 
^  Manba's  part  was  soon  gone;  the  thank  and  use  or  a  little 
^tward  hospitality  cannot  long  lant ;.  but  Mary's  shaU  not  be  taken 
^^^  from  her.  I'fatt  act  of  her  hearing;  was  transient ;  the  fruit 
P^manent :  shd  now  hears  that,  which  shall  stick  by  her  for  ever.. 

What couldst  thou  hear,  O  holy.  Mary,  from  th<;^  Sacred  Lips, 
vhicb  we  hear  not  still  ?  That  heavenly  doctrine  is  never  but  the 
^Me ;.  not  aooe  sobfeot  to  change,,  than  the  Author  uf  it.    It.  is 


> 


not  impossiUley.  that  the. -exercise  of  the  Gospel  ^bould  betakm 
from  OS ;  but  the  benefit  and  virtue. of  it  is  as  ioflepaiabie  from 
our  soulsy  as  their  being*  In  the  hardest;  timesy  that  shall  sticlfr 
closest  to  us;  aod  till  death,  in  deaths  after  deaths  .shall  make  itf 
happy.  lAiktxi 

. .  THE  BEGGAR,  THAT  WAS  BORN  BLIND,  CURED,  ' 

The  man  was  born  blind.  This  cure  requires  not  art,  but  power? 
a  power  no  less  than  Infinite  and  Divine.  Nature  presupposeth  t 
matter,  though  formless ;  art  looks  for  matter  formed  to  our  haiukf 
God  stands  not  upon  either.  Where  there  was  not  an  eye  to  he 
healed,  what  could  an  oculist  do  ?  It  is  only  a  God^  that  cal)  cre^ 
ate.  Such  are  we,  O  God,  to  all  spiritual  things :  we  want  not  sight, 
but  eyes :  it  must  be  thou  otily,  that  canst  make  us  capable  or  il^ 
hiinination. 

The  blind  roan  sat  hgging.  Those,  tt»t  have  eyes  and  hands 
atod  feet  of  their  own,  may  be  able  to  help  themselves :  those,  that 
want  these  helps,  must  be  behohien  to.  the  eyes,  hands,  feet  oif 
others.  The  impotent -are  cast  upon  our  mercy :  h&ppy  are  we,  if 
tt'e  can  lend  limbs  and  senses  to  the  needy.  Affected  beggary  » 
odioua:  that,  which  is  of  God's  makuig,  justly  chadlenfeth  relief. 
•  -Where  should  this  bh'nd  man  sit  begging,  but  near  the  Temple  \ 
At; one-  gate  sits  a  cripp|ej  a  blind  man  at  anotiwr.  Well  might 
these  miserable  souls  suppose,  that  piety* and  charity  dWelt  doss 
tpgether:  the  two  tables  were  both  of  one  quarry.  Then  Ure  we 
taestdtsposed  to  mercy  towards  our  brethren,  when  we  have  i^tbsr 
csuved  or  acknowledged  God's,  mercy  towards  ourselves*  If  we 
go  thither  ta  beg  of  Gcid,  how  can  we  deny  mites,  when  we  h^ 
for  talents?. 

Never  did  Jesus  move  one  foot,  but  to  purpose.   He  passed  by; 
but  so,  as  that  his  virtue  stayed :  so  did  he  pass  by,  that  his-eye 
was 'fixed.    The  bbod  man  could  not  see  faim  \  he  sees  the  bliM 
ititLD.    His  goodness  prevents  us,  and  yields  better  supplies  to  our 
warns; :  I^e  saw  oompassionately.;  not  shutting  iiis  eyes,  not  turn* 
jngttbemaside^  but  bending  them  upon  that  dark  and  (hsooasobte 
objects     That, -which  was  said  of  the  sun,  is.mueh  more  iroe  of 
him.,  that  liiadie  it,  Nothing  is  hid  from  his  hght :  but  of  allotber- 
things^  misenies^  especially  of  his  own, ^  are  most  intentively  eyed 
of  *hun.   Could  we  be  miserable  unseen,  we  had  reason  to  be  beaffti'* 
1b89.    O  S^'Viour,  why  should  we  not  imitate  the^  in  this  mercifiii 
improvement  of  our  senses  i  Woe  be  to  those  eyes,  that  care^oa^ 
to  gtfze  upon  their  own  beauty,,  bravery,  jmsith;  not  dbridiog to 
glancc.upon  the  sores  of  Lazarus^  the  sorrows  of  Joseph,  the  dun* 
gebn  of  Jeremy,  the  blind  beggar  at  the.  gate  of  the  Temple. 
.*   The  disciple  see  the  blind  man  too,  but  with,  differei^  eyes: 
our  l^viour,  for  pity  and  cure;  they,  for  expostulation;  Masteri 
^ko  did  4m  f  this  num  .or  his  parents^  thut.he  is  horn  blind  f  1 1^^ 
WBell/  that  whatsoever  doubt  troubled  them,  they  straight  vent  it 
iatof  the  ear  of  their  Master.  O  Su^viour^  whik  thou  aet  m^v^r 
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d^  tdiidol  18  ttpon  avtk   WheKefm  ler^  tby  jM>Milf' /^  biit.ia 
mratrmknowiedgef  What  inejstheie  of  the  tongue  of  Ael^ai^^ 
Mt  to  tped&  a  word  in  leaaoa?   Thou  teaclMt  us  irtdll;  Jiod  ttiU 
«e  douDt^  and  ask,  and  learn. 

In  one  ■hart  queatioiv  I  find  two  tmthi  and  two  fidbelioQds ;  the 
truths  implied,  tbe  falsehoods  expressed*  It  is  true,  that^  eom» 
nonly,  man*8  sofierinff  is  for  sin ;  that  we  may  TosAj^  wni  do 
often^  sufier  even  for  toe  sins  of  our  parents  :*  it  is  mbe,  that  tbeaw 
is  no  other  rieason  of  our  sufibrinffy  but  sin  \  that  a  man  eoald  sin 
actually  before  he  was,  or  was  before  his  being,  or  could  before* 
haftd  saffisr  for  Us  aAer-^ins. .  in  all  Ukelihoml,  that  absurd  con^ 
ceit  of  the  transmigration  of  souls  possessed  the  very  disoipks; 
How  easily,  and  how  £ur,  may  the  best  be  misearried  with  a  conw 
moo  error !  We  are  not  thankful  for  our  own  illumination,  if  we 
da  not  look,  with  charity  and  pity,  upon  the  gross  tuis^pinions  of 
ear  brethren. 

Our  Ssvionr  sees,  and  yet  will  wink  at,  so  foul  a  misprision  of 
kb  discipJea.  I  hear  nmhet  chiding  nor  conviction.  He,  that 
CBold  have  enhsrfatened  their  minds,  as  he  did  the  wodd,  at  once, 
win  do  it  by  due  leisure ;  and  only  contents  liimself  here  witha 
■old  aolutioa ;  Neithtr  this  ffiMn^  nor  his  parenia.  Wei  learn  no* 
thiaff  of  thpe,  O  Saviour,  if  not  meekness.  What  a  sweet  tempee 
Aoald  be  in  our  carria^,  towards  the  weaknesses  ef -others?  j^>dffw 
OKQt !  How  shottkl  we  mstmct  them  without  bitterness ;  wd,  witn- 
QUI  vmlenee  of  passion^  erpect  the  meet  seasons  of  their  better 
uifcrmatioa !  The  tender  mother,  or  nurse,  doth  not  lete  herlittle 
iua,  fisr  that  he  goes  not  weM ;  but  gives  him  her  hand,  that  her 
nay  go  better.  It  is  the  spirit  of  leni^.  Chat  must  resworn  and 
esofifm  the  faqased. 

The  anewer  ia  direct  and  punctual;  neither  the  sin  of  the  man 
WP  ef  his  parents  bereaved  him  of  his  eyes :  dieve  was  a  highsr 
cnse  of  tnis  nrivation ;  the  glory,  that  God  ineaat  to  win  unto 
inieify  hy  redraising  it.  The  parents  had  sinned  in  theooaelves  ; 
^tnan  had  sinned  in  his  first  parents:  it  is  not  the  guilt  of  either^ 
te  is  guiky  of  this  blmdness.  All  God's  afflictive  acts  are  not 
|Mishms.ms;  some  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  creature,  whetben 
Snr  prohation,  or  prevention,  or  reformation ;  allaiefor  ihepraisey 
^whcr  of  his  Divine  power,  or  iustice^  or  mercy. 
'  kwae  fit  BO  greata  work  ^ould  be  ushered  in  with  a  prefooe. 
4*>ddeaaiid  Mropt  appearance  woold  not  have  beseemea  so  gh>* 
i^ious  a  demonstration  of  Omnipotence.  The  way  it  made;  our 
^K^mar  addresses  himself  to  the  miracle:  a  miraoie^  not  more  ui 
^Aing  done,  than  in  the  form  of  doing  it. 

The  matter  used  waa  clay.  Could  there  be  a  meaner?  could 
^m  be  oaght  more  unfit  i  O  Savifour,  how  oft  hadst  thou  cured 
■fadnswss  by  t^  word  akme !  how  oft  by  thy  touch !  How  easily 
^[B|Qldst  thourhave  done  so  here!  Was  this  to  shew  thy  liberty,  or 
^  power?  Liberty,  in  that  thou  canst  at  pleasure  use  varie^  of 
■*nii,  not  beinff  tied  to  any ;  power,  in  tnat  thou  coiddst  make 
^"*«  of  centfMriea  f  HadstthoupuUed  out  a  boxi  and  applied  some 
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Biedictnal  ointment' to  the  cjes,  somethiwkad^been  ascrSied^tci 
thy  skiUy  more  to  the  natural  power  of  tny  receipt;  doit  tboa 
madeftt  as^.of  clay,  which  had  been  enough  to  stop  up  the  eyes  of 
the  seeing,  the  virtue  must  be  all  in  thee,  none  in  the  means.  Tin 
utter  disproportion  of  this  help  to  the  cure -adds  glory  to  the 
worker. 

'  How  clearly  didst  thou  hence  evince^  to- the  worlds  that  tboav 
who  of  clay  couldst  make  eyes,  wert  tlie  same, .  who  of  day,  hadit 
made  m&n ;  since  there  is  no  part  of  the  body,  that  hath  so  Itttie 
analogy  to  clay  as  the  eye !  This  cleariie:»  is  contrary  to  tint 
opacity^  Had  not  the  Jews  been  nmre  blind  than  ih^  man  wbon 
thou  curcdst,  and  more  hard  and  stiff  .than  the  clay  which  thou 
mollifisedst,  they  had,  in  this  one  work,  both  seen  and  acknowledged 
Ay  Deity. 

What  could  the  clay  bare  done,  witboAit  thy  tempering  ?  It  w» 
thy  spittle,  that  made  the  clay  eflfectual ;  it  was  that  Sacred  Moolii 
Of  tiune,  that  made  the  spittle  medicinal*  The  water  of  Sikam 
shall  fbttt  wash  ^ off  that  clay,  which  thb  inward .  moistore  made 
powerful.. .  The  clay,  thus  tempered,  must;  be  applied  by  the  baod 
that  made  it,  elae  it  ayaib  nothiog. 

.  Wimt  must  the  blind  man  needs  think,  when  he  felt  the  odd 
clay  upon  the  hoies/of  his  eyes  i  Or,  since  he  could.  mit>coneeive 
what  an  eye  was,  what. must  the  beholders  needs  think^  to  see  tbn 
hoUow;Qe8B  thus  filled  up  ?  Is  this  the  way,  to.give  either  eya  or 
sif^  i  Why  did  not  tlie  earth  see  with  this  clay,  as  well  as  the 
man  ?  WluM:  is  there  to  hinder  the  sight,  if  this  make  it?  Yet, 
with  these  contrarieties  must  the  £uth  be  exercised^  where  Ged 
intenda  the. blessing  of  ^  cure. 

It  was  never  meant,  that  this  clay  should  dwell  upon  these  pits 
of  the  eyes :  it  is  only  put  on,  to  be  washed  off.;  and  that^  not  by 
every  w«ter;  none  shall  do  it,  but  that  of  Siloam,  which  signifioi 
Smi :  and  if  the. man  had  not  been  sent,  to  Siloam,  his  had  ben 
still  blind.  AU  things  receive  their  virtue  from  Divine  iitstitutica. 
How  else  ^ould  a  pi^ce  of  wheaten  bread  nourish  the  haolil  hem 
should  spring  water  wash  off  spiritual  filthiness  ?  How  should  the 
foriishness  of  preachiiig  save  souls  ?  How  should  the  abenhrtieBief 
<3Qd's>.  minister  be  more  elfectual,  tlian  the- breath  of  .an  otdiopf 
Christian  ?  ThoM,  O  God^  hast  set  apart  these  ordinaiDcei'^  -^hy 
blessing  is  annexed  to  them :.  hence  is  the  gro«nd  of  all  eur  sse, 
aod  theNT  effieaf^.  Hadst  thou  so  instituted,  Jordaa  WAuldas.wdi 
have  healed  blindness,  and  Siloam  leprosy.  ,    ,  v 

.  I. That  the  man  might  be  capable  of  such  a  miracle,  bis  fuA  is 
set  on  work.  He  must  be  led,  with  his  eyes.dajut>ed,  up  (sathe 
pQK>l  of  Siloamu  .  He  washes,  aad  sees.  Lord,  wba^  did  this iS^ia 
think,  when  his  ey^awere  i^ow  first  given  him  P  What  aAewwoiH 
did  he  find  himself  n/otr  come  into !  How  did  be  wonder  atheaid^ 
and  earthy  ^nd  the  faces  and  simpcs  of  all  creatures, ,  the  f^MNttf 
varieties  of  colours,  the  cheerfubess  of  tlie  light,  tjbe  lively.Wfltf 
of  the  sua,  the  vast  expansion  of  the  air«  the  pleasant  .trsiiflp9ieiM£ 
of .  the^water.;  at  the  glorioi^  |>iles  of  .tlie  Tea^ple,  aodaMeiy  ps- 
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laces  of  Jerusalem !  Every  tMng  diet  not  mere  please^  than  astonisb' 
iam.  L09  Ans  shall  we  be  aflected,  and  more,  wbeii;  the  scales  of 
our  mortaJitv  being  dooe  away,  w»  shall  see  as*  we  are  i^en ;  when' 
we  abail  behold  the  blessedness  of*  that  other  world,  tbe  glOry  of 
the  saints  and  angek,  the  infinite  Majesty  of  the  Son  ef  CHxiy  the 
iocompreheosible  brightness  of  the  all-glorious  Deity.  O  my  soul/ 
that  thou  couldst  be  taken  up  beforehand  with  the  admirationn)f 
that,  which  tiiou  canst  not  as  yet  be  capable  of  foreseeing !  -. 

It  oould  net  be,  but  that  many  eyes-bad  been  witnesses  of  this 
■lan^s  want  of  eyes.  >  He  sat  begging  at  one  of  the  temple  gates. 
Not  only  aU  the  citv,  but  all  the  country,  must  needs  know  him. 
Thrice  a  year  did  they  come  up  to  Jerusalem ;  neither  could  th^ 
come  to  the  temple,  and  not  see  him.*  His  rery  blindness  made 
him  noted.  Deformities  and  infirmities  of  body  do  more  easily 
both  draw  and  fix  the  eye,  than  an  ordinary  symmetry  of  parts. 
Beades  his  bliodoess,  his  trade  made  him  remarkable.  The  ini. 
portunity  of  his  begging  dnsw  the  jsyes  of  the  passengers.  But^ 
of  all  other,  the  place  most  notified  him.  Had  he  sat  in  sopoe  olw 
scure  village  of  Judea,  or  in  some  blind  lane  of  Jerusalem,  perhaps 
he  had  not  been  heeded  of  many ;  but  now,  that  he  took  up  his 
seat  in  the  heart,  in  the  head,  of  the  chief  city,  whither  all'resorted 
from  M  parts,  wbat  Jew  can  there  be,  that  knows  not  the  blind 
beggar,  at  the  temple  gate  ? 

r^rposiely,  cttd  our  Saviour  make  choice  of  such  a  subject  for 
his  miracle ;  a  man  so  poor,  so  public.  The  glory  of  the  w6rk 
coald  not  have  reached  so  far,  if  it  had  been  done  to  the  wealthiest 
citizen  of  Jerusalem. 

Neithei^was  it  for  nothing,  that  the  act,  and  the  man,  is  doubted 
of,'  and  inquired  into,  by  the  beholders ;  Is  not  this  he,  that  sat 
^gi^V  ^  Jbme  said  J  It  is  he;  •  others  ^cdd.  It  is  like  him.    No  * 
truths  have  received  so  full  proofs,  as  those^  that  have  been  ques-* 
tioned* 

The  want  or  the  sudd^  presence  of  an  eye,  mach  more  of 
bath^  mnst  needs  make  a  gi^t  chan^  in  the  face.  'Those  little 
baMs  of  light,  which  no  doubt  were  more  clear  than  nature  could 
'  have  made  them,  conkl  not  biit  give  a' new  life  to  the  countenance. 
I  marvel  not,  if  the  neighbours,  which  had  wont  tosee  thies  dafrk 
yi&ga  led  by  a  g^ide  and  guided  by  a  staff,  seeins  him  now  walk* 
^  ooafidently  alone  out  of  his  own  inward  li^nt,  and  looking 
tlmm  cheerfully  in  the  face,  doubted  whether  this  were  be.  The 
^^mculous  cures  of  God  work  a  sensible  alteration  igr  oi^n,  not 
^i^rein  their  own  apprehension,  than  in  the  iudgment  of  others. 

Thus,  in  the  redress  of  the  spiritual  blindness,  the  whole  ha|>it 
of  the  man  is  changed.  Where,  befotv,  his  fece  loodced  dull  and 
^vtUy ;  now,  there  is  a  sprightful  cbeerfaUiess  in  H,  thmugh  tha 
comfortaUe  knowledge  of  God  and  heavenly  tUogs:  whereas,  be- 
^>  bift  heart  was  set  upon  worldly  things ;  now,  he  uses  them, 
but emo|»^ them. not;  and  that  use  is,  because  ba^ansc^  not  be* 
^saiiae  he  wot^M :-  where,  before,  his  Cmn  and  gm&were'  only  for 
pftins  of  bidy^  or  less  it  estate  or  reputation;  tiow, ^y  tta  only 
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spQnt  upon  the  ditplenRife  of  hit  God/  and  die  |iiiil  cf  hit  loal; 
So  as  now  the  mig^hoora  can  tajr,  li  tkis  the  num  f  ethers^  It  it 
likehim;  iiii^n^the^ 

Tiie  iate-blind  niaii  hears,  and  now  aeea  himself  qaeHtened; 
Vm4  ii^on.  reiolres  the  doubt^  /  am  he.  fie,  that  now  saw  the  hgfat 
of  the  sun,  woold  iiot  hide  the  Ufdlt  of  truth  from  otheta.  It  is  an 
Dnthatdcful  ^iioncse,  to  smother  die  works  of  God  in  an  afiiBCted 
secresy  •  To  make  God  a  loser  by  his  bounty  to  us,  were  ft  shame- 
ful irtjustice.  We  oarselves  abide  not  those  sponges,  that  snek  up 
gqod  turns  unknown.  O  God,  we  are  not  worthy  €f  our  spiritual 
eyi^gtit,  if  we  do  not  publish  thy  mercies  on  the  hoaie4op,  sad 
praise  ^bee  in  the  giT«t  congregation. 

•  Men  is  natundly  inqnisitiTev  We  scaich  studiooaly  into  the  se- 
eret  work^  of  nature ;  we  pry  into  the  reasons  of  the  witty  inven- 
tiona  of  art :  but  if  there  be  any  thing  that  transoenda  art  and  m* 
tipre,  the  more  high  and  abstruse  it  is,  the  more  busy  we  are  to 
seek  into  it.  This  thirst  after  hidden,  yea  forbidden  knowledge 
did  once  cost  us  dear :  but  where  it  is  good  and  lawful  to  know, 
inquiry  is  commendable ;  as  here,  in  these  Jews,  Hmo  were  tkme 
e^s  &fene4  ?  The  first  improvement  of  human  raason  is  inquisi- 
tion ;  the  neait  is  information  and  resolution :  and  if  the  meancrt 
erenta  pass  us  not  without  a  question,  bow  mueh  less  those,  that 
carry  in  them  wonder  and  advantage  I   - 

H0,  that  was  so  ready  to  profess  liimself  the  subyect  of  the  cure, 
is  no  niggard  of  prodaiming  the  Author  ^  it;  A  mMj  tketu 
erikd  Jems  J  made  cUy^  and  eneinted  mine  eyes^  and  seni  me  f^ 
Siloam  to  ^a$hy  and  now  I  see.  The  blind  man  knew  no  aioia 
than  he  said,  and  he  said  what  he  apprehended,  A  man.  He  heard 
Jesus  speak,  he  fek  bis  band ;  as  yet  he  could  look  no  forthsrs 
upon  his  next  meeting,  he/  saw  God  in  Ais  man.  In  matter  sf 
knowledge,  we  must  be  content  to  creep,  tre  we  can  go.  As  tfcst 
other  recovered  blind  man^w,  first  men  walk  like  tiees,  sAer 
like  men ;  so  no  marvel  if  mis  man  saw,  first  this  God  only  as  a 
B|an,  after,  this  man  as  God  also.  Onwards  he  thinks  him  a  waa* 
derful  man,  a  mighty  prophet.  In  tain,  shall  we  eidier  exped  s 
sudden  peribction  in  the  understanding  of  Divine  mattna,  or  t^ 
sure  tbcee  that  want  it* 

How  did  this  man  know  what  Jesus  did  ?  He  was  then  sMa* 
Wad  i  what  distinction  could  he  yet  make  of  persons,  of  actioal/^ 
True,  but  yet  the  I^^Und  man  never  wanted  the  asristance  of  othail 
^08 :  their  rdatio*  hath  assured  him  of  the  manner  of  hiscuii^ 
JSesidoa  the  eimtribution  of  his  other  senses,  his  ear  might  pereahra 
the  ^ttle  to  fail,  and  hear  the  enjoined  command }  his  fediii^ 
peEBUtved'  the  ccrid  and  nicnst  clay  upon  his  lids.  AUthase  ooa- 
joaieij  gawf.  ijnfficieat  warrant. thus  t»  believe,  AustQ  reports  Our 
efir  is  tmr  haat  guide  to  a  fuU  apinrebeniion  of  theiaoaksof  Ohri^ 
The  works  of  God  the  Father,  w»  creation  and  gururiuuopt,  we 
best  known  by  tiie  we:,  tbe  works  of  God  the  Sony  Ida  redenqitioa 
and  mediation,  are  best  known  by  the  ear.  O  Saviesnr,  wocanpat 
pesaoMily  see  what  thou  hast  dona  here.  Whatare  themooaniKittt 
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0f  ihiB^  AiMMtkt  and  Klrangdirt^  h«t  ths  velflltoaf  of  tht  Uitkl 
HMUi^g  guitiey  whit  and  bow  thou  h«Bt  wrousbt  foT'  m  ?  On  thert^ 
ve  f troBgiy  fdjr.  TheK  we  do  no  leas  oonii&ntfy  baiiet^,  than  ff 
our  very  eyes  had  been.  wiliie«eB^  of  wbat  thoa  didst  and  auflbredil 
Upon  Mithb  Thero  wer^  no  place  for  frkh»  if  tba  ear  Ware  bot 
.weithy  of  .aannieb  credit^  ai  Uie  eye. 

.  How  oeuld  the  Mighbourado  leas,  than  asik  where  he  i«as,  that 
had  done  ao  atrai^e  ajeura?  /I  doubt  yet  with'what  mind ;  I  foar^ 
aot  out  of  laroun  Had  they  been  but  iadhflferent,  they  could  not 
hat  have  been  full  of  silent  wonder,  and  tndined  to  beiiem  in  a6 
Oauupoteat.aB  Agent.  Now,  iaprefudiced  taChnsty  and  pattifail 
to  the  Pbariaeeay  they  briaig  the  latelbiuid  aian  before  those  i>rt>^ 
leased  enemies  unto  Chraat.  It  is  the  prepoaliTOua  rehgton  of  thfc 
valgar  aort^  to.  claw  and  adore  theao,  wUoh  hare  tyrannically 
aaiirped  iipoiirtheii^aoab ;  though  wMi  negleot,  yea  with  oontemptf, 
of  Mod  ki'hiaitavdf  us  hia  ^^cnrks.  JBven  unjuat  an^horit^  wiil  never 
waat  aoepbbing  iip»  in  whata^ever  oonraea^  though  mth  disgfaoa 
and  oppoaitio»  to'  the  tnirii*  Base  aoads^  where  tba|)r  findr  (Kiad^ 
M»i  sever  Mk  afber  righu 

Our  Savioar  hadiMcMd  out  the  SablMith  for:hia  oure.  Il  ii  hard 
taftad^out^aagr  time,  wbeaain  charitjr  is  ttnaeasonaible.  As  fiM^y 
)s  an  <9M)aUei|t'gnicOi  ao  the  works  of  it  are  fittest  for  the  be$t  day. 
We  are  ail  bom  bUnd :  the  font,  ia  oar  Stioaat :  in>  day  can  ooiM 
aaaaa;  but  yet  God^a  day  is  the  fwoporest  for  obr  wasbitig  «ud 
lacovevy •  This  alone  is  qoarrel  enough  to^  thaso!  acr upulom  wHui^ 
gifrs^  JMt.aa  act  of  mtwf  waa  fdmae  on  that  day,  wfaenaia  theur 
a&i^  was,  bus  aeaaoliaUe. 

I  do  notraaa  the  oian  bog  any  more,;  when  ho  on^  had  hia  eyay : 
no  burgher '  i»  Jemaaleni  waa  richer  thaa  ha:^I  hearhiku  stoactf 
defeadi«gi'that  graciooa  Author  of  his  cure,  agalnst^e  cavils  of 
the  Hudicious  Dariaeea :  I  aoe  him,  as  a  resolute  Confessor^  sufL 
faaiag  exoomnMHiieation  for  the  name  of  Christy  and  inaintainiog 
ihe  innoeeace  ahd  honour  of  so  Blessed  a  Benufimor :  I  hear  him 
md  a  iKiviaity  lecuire  to  them,  that  sat  in  Moseses  ohair ;  and  cou- 
vanlaiag'tlieltt-  of  Uiudness,  who  ounisbed  him  for  aeeinir. 

How  oan  I  but  envy'  thee,  O  happy  maU)  who,  of  a  patient, 
provest  an  advoeate  for  thy  Saviour ;  whosagsin  of  bodily  sight 
aiade  way  fir  thy  spirinial  eyes }  who  hast  lost  a  synagogue,  anld 
bast  found  heaven ;  wW^  being  abandoned  of  sionersi,  art  receive 
of  the  Lofd  of  Gloay^  Joim  t>. 

THE  STUBBOltN  DEVE-  EJECTED.    > 

How  diflbrent,  how  contrarv»  aie  our  ^nditioiis  here  upon  earth ! 
While  pur  Saviour  ia  traoshguced  on  the  mount,  hb  disciples  arc 
Varplei^  in  the  vatlejr*  Tlieee  of  his  choice  foUowsfs  were  with 
M9  abwe^  ravished  with  the  miiaeutous  proofs  of  his  Godhead; 
1^  other  were  uoMbled  wilh  the  b^a^ne^a  of  a- stubborn,  dovil^ 
Mow. 
Much  feopla  wa%  anet,  to  attend  Christ  \  and  there  they  wiU 


StejTi  tin  he  come  down  fiMd  Ti^or.  Their  aeal  mi,  devetimt 
lirougbt  them  diitber ;  their  patient  peneveranee  hdd  them  there. 
We  are  not  worthy  the  name  of  his  clientSi  if  we  caim^t  pait^tty 
aeek  him,  and  aabmissively  wait  Us  leismre. 
•.  He»  that  was  now  afviiiie  retired  into  the  moant,  to  eonfer  with 
his  Father,  and  to  receive  the  attendance  of  Moses*  »id  Elias,  le* 
turns  into  the  raNey  to  the  mukttude.  He  was  ainriet)  out  awbik, 
for  inrayer  and  contempfaitioli :  noW  he  was  joined  with  tiie  fnuki* 
tude,  for  their  miracufons  care  and  heavenly  instiiietion.  We, 
$bat  are  his  spiritual  agents,  must  be  either  preparing  in  the  mouol, 
or  exercising  in  the  valley ;  one  while  in  the  mount  of  medttatioa, 
in  the  vaUey  of  action  another ;  alcme  to  study,  in  the  aflsemMy  to 
•preach  t  here  is  madi  varie^,  hot  all  ift  work; 
\  Mosesy  when  he-  came  down  from  the  hill^  heard  Btnsicin  tiie 
ifaUey:  Christ,  when  he  came4C[ownlit>m  the  hill,  bemrd  discord. 
The  .Scribes,  it  Seems,  were  setting  hard  upon  die  disciples.  They 
fSM^Chrisbabsent;  nine  of  his  train  left  in  the-v^H^;  those  they 
Jy  upoa^i.  Aa  theDwii,  so  his.  Imps,  watch  closofbr  all  advsn* 
tages.  No  subtle  enemy,  but  will  be  smre  to  atMHpt  thatpwtt 
^ere  is  likelifaeod;pf  lea.4t  defertee,  ntost  weaioieia.  Whtst  tiie 
£^f)oiise  misses  Himfwhom  her  soul  lovech^^  every  weiehman  hsA 
a  hvitht  for  her.  ^O  Saviour,  if  thou  be  never  so  litde  stept  aside^ 
¥te  are  sure  to  *be  assaoited  with  powerftd  temptatione. 

They,  that  durst  say  isathing  to  the  Master,  so  soon  as  his  bsck 
is  horned  fall  foul  optoo' his  weakest  disoipl^r.  Even  at  the  fint 
hatching,  the  Serpent  was  thus  crafty,  to  M^n  at  iba  wedter  i>e9- 
sel :  experience,  and  time,  hath  not  abated  his  wie,  If  he  Mil 
#ork  upon-  i^  wonun  laden  with  divers  huts^  npvn  rade  and 
ungrounded  Ignorants,  at  is  no  other  than  his  old  wont. 

Uur  Saviour,  upon  the  skirts  of  the  hill,  knew  welt  whst  was 
done,  in  tbeplain ;  and  therefore  hastes  down,  to  the  rescue  of  his 
disciples.  The  clouds  and  vapours  do  not- sooner  scatter  upon  tte 
^un's  breaking  fbrth,  than  these  cavib  vanish  at  the  prmnoe  nf 
Chri^  Instttd  of  opposition,  they  are  straight  upon  their  krfees. 
Here  are  now  no  quarrels,  but  bumble  salutaitions ;  andy  if  (%fist'i 
question  did  not  force  their:i>  the  Scribes  had  foand  no  tongue. 

Doubtless,  there  were  many  eager  patients  in  this  throng:  none 
made  so  much  noise  ^  as  the  father  of  the  Demoniac.  Belike,  upon 
bis  occasion  it  wasy  thiU^.the  Scribes  held  contestation  with  the  dis- 
ciples. If  they  wrangled,  he  sues,  and  that  from  his  knees.  Whom 
will  not  need  make  both  humble  wnd  eloquent  ?  The  case  was  woe* 
ful,  and  accordingly  expressed.  A  son  is  a  dear  name ;  but  this 
was  his  only  son.  Were  his  gVief  ordinary  yet,  the  sorrow  were 
the  less ;  bnt  he  is-a  fearful  spectacle  of  judgment,  for  he  is  hma* 
tic.  Were  this  lunacy  yet  merely  from  a  natural  distemper^  itwete 
more  toler4|i>le ;  but  this  is  aggras«ted  by  ^  possession  of  a  cfoa 
spirit,  that  handles  him  in  a  most  grievous  manner.  •  Yet  were  he- 
but  in  the  rank  of  other  demoniacs,  die  diacofnfoM  ivei«  ^n^ 
easy ;  but  lo,  this  spirit  is  worse  than  all  other  his  fellows :  othew 
are  usually  dispossessed  by  the  disciples,'  this  te  beyoad  tbcir 
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fcmtf ;  /  baonght  4^  disciples  to  cast  kirn  cui^  kit  $h€jf  amUi 
not:  thersfore^  Lardy  ^kave  thou  inerey  on  my  son:  The  despair 
•f  tl^ggrtler  hetps  sends  us  iibpottttnately  to  the  God  of  Power; 
Here  was  his  refuge:  the  strong  man  had  gotten  possession;  it  war 
ooly  tlie  stfORtfer  than  he^  that  can  eject  nim.  O  God,  spiritual 
wickednesBes  have  natumllv  seized  upon  our  souls :  all  hunutir 
beipsafe  too  weak;  ooiy  thy  mercy  snail  impro^  thy  power  ta 
our  deliveranoe.     • 

What  bowekcoidd  choose  but  yei|ro,  at  the  distress  of  thispoov^ 
yovng  mao  i  •  Phra»y  had  taken  his  brain :  that  disease  was  but: 
heakb^  in  coinparisod  of  the  tyrantiical  possession  of  that  evil  spi« 
rity  wherewitb  it  was  seconded.    Out  of  hell  there- eouM  not  be  a 
mater  misery :  his  senses  at^  either  bereft,  or^ke  left  to  tormeat 
aiai ;  he  is'toni  and  racked,  so  as  he  feams  and  gnashes,  he  pines 
mi  hnguiBhes^,  he  is  cast  sometimes  into  the  fir^,  sometimes  into 
the  t?ater.  •  How  that  Afalicious  Tyrant  rejoices  in  the  mischief 
done  to  iht  creaicaie  of  God !  Had  earth  had  any- thing  mere  per-» 
mcious  than  fire  and  water,  thither  had  he  been  thrown ;  thbugh' 
lather  for  torture^  than  dii^tch;    It  was  too  much^&vour,  to  me. 
St  once.    O  God,  with  how  deadly  enemiiss  hast  thou  matohed  u^  "" 
Abate  thou  their  power,  since  their  malice  will  not  be-;abatedr     ^ 
•  Kov  iiflio5't^k  of  this  case  with  pity  and  horror ;  and,  in  tlie 
flMaa  time^  are  insensible 'of  their  own  fearfuUer  condition  I   It  isi^ 
Wt  eiftentmias,  that  the  Devi)  would  cast  this  young  man.'  into  i. 
tiemperary  iire ;  he  wouW  east  the  sinner  into  an  eternal  fire,  whosi^ 
enenasting' burnings  hateno  intermissions.    No  :fire>  comes  amiss 
«a>him;  the  fire  of  affliction,  the  fire  of  last,  the  fire  of  hell.'   O- 
Ood,  saak&ua  apprehensive  of  the  danger  «bf  our  lAn,^  and  seaum' 
finm  the  fearfiixl  issue  of  sia.  Alt  these  wry  same  effectifoUoiw»hia. 
qwitual  possession.  •  How  doth  he  tear  and  radk  dMimy'wfaoih  her 
vexes  and* distracts  with  inordinate  car^  aiid  sorrows!  How'dcr 
they  foam  and  gittsb^  whom  he  hath  drawn  to  an  impatieik  tepin- 
ia^  at  God's  seffliotive  hand !  How  do  they  pine  away,  who  houYiy  . 
decay  and  langnish  in  grace !  Oh  the  lamentable  condition  of  nnw 
hi  sottls ;  so  much  more  dangerous,  by  how  much  less  felt  K^  ' 

But,  all  this  while,  what  part  hath  the  Moon  in  this  man's^tniserv  i 
How  comes  ttie  name  of  that  eoodly  planet  in  question  i  CV^rtainlyi^ 
these  diseases  of  the  brain  follow  muc^  the  course  of  this  queen  of 
nioisture.  That  power,  which  slie  hatR  in  humours,  is  aiawn  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Malicious  Spirit ;  her  furedominancy  is  abused' 
to  his  despite :  whetb^  it  were  tor  the  better  opportunifjr'of  bis 
▼exation,  or  whether  for  the  drawing  of  envy  and  discredit*  upon' 
so  noble  a  creature.  *  It  is  no  news  with  that  subtle  enemy ». to  fasten' 
bis  effects  upon  those  secondary  causes,  which  he  usurps  to  Ins  own 
purposes.  Whatever  be  the  means.  He  is  the  tormentor.  Much 
wisdom  needs  to  distinguish,  betwixt  the  evil  spirit  abusing  the 
9ood  creature,  and  the  good  creature  abused  by  the  evil,  spirit. 

He,  that  knew  all  things,  asks  questions ;  How  long  hath  he 
seen  so?  Not  to  inform  himself;  that<levil  could  have  done  nothing 
^Aithoot  the  knowledge,  without  the  leave  of  the  God  of  Spirks : 


4w  itf^ivrrim'^Pm^' 

tttltiiiit^-W  Ae'oaoleMicm  of  the  pii:Mt,  ht  wght  ky  faith  iim 
nqrfal  coo&tioQ  of  the  cliiid;  that  fhe  thank  and  -glory  of  tha 
cove  ougfat  be  doiDudi  greaifcer,  aa  the  conphUnt  ^<faa  mnte  giiiev« 

.  O  G«d)  hov  I  adore  the  depth  of  thy  wiaei  wd  iuai»  and poii^ 
acful  dybpena^ti^a !  Thou»  thast  cpuldat  aav>  1  iw^  lopcf/aeiff 
md,£$m  have  J  hated ^  ere  ike.  children  M  df^  good  or  ^^ 
thoughteat  also  good,  ere  this  child  could  be  capabfe.pf  gopd.ao 
esril^  to  yidd  ham  over  to  the  p^yrer  of  tl^  Eyll  One* .  W$t  fieed 
I  ask  for  «nr  otb»  reaaoD^  two  that^  iffhtob  i^ihefiileofattjaflv 
tiaef  thy  WlU }  Yet  even  these  weak  eyes  «an  ««ie  (]|^  ^9iat  gtoin^ 
of  ihiae  aotions.  That  cbildy  though  an  Israelite^  i|ra^  Qoaceivjwt 
and  hem  in' that  8in»  which  both  eould  aini  did  give  Saltan  aii  i»^ 
terest  in  hios.  Besides»  the  actual  sios  of  the  pacfaita.deMcved  this 
ABveh^  upoo  tb^t  pieoe  ^  ithemidves.  SatWi  0  Cod^  let  m 
niagnify  this  nierey,  that  we  and  ouisi  escape  thi»  jitf|gaient»'  thifi 
queiftko  tijj  justice,  that  some  escape  nou  Uom  just  iniglit'it 
bsw'e  bbeoiwitti  thee,  that  wis,. who  haTegiveo  vmy^Q  Sataii  in  put 
sins,  ehould  bavie  way  Md  scope  giTen  to-SatAC-  omr  us  in  oar 
fiiirwahineotal  It  is  thy  praiseg  ^ktU  any  of  ua  e«e  free  9  it  ia  n^ 
quarrelt  tha(t  some  suffer. 

t  Do  I  weodec,  to  see  SataaV  bodily  poasesiiM  j^  liiia  y^^ 
from  a  child,  when  I  see  his  apiritoal  pessessi^  ot  every  Mi  m 
Adaai  froaa  tioMerdate;  not  from  .a  child,  hktAom  the  weiaby 
yoa in  it ^  Why  soonld  not  Setan  ppasess  im  ci9mf  : W^.efa.aUhf 
natuoe  the  sons  ctf  wrath.  It  is  tune  £gir.iis  to  fimoiiDce  fahn  » 
haptiato,  whose  we  ax:e  till  we  be  regenerate.  He  balb  riffht  ti»  w 
iBiOnr  firafc^birl^ :  our  new  birth  acquits  us  firom  bim»  andcnt^oS 
all  hia  ciainiL  >  Qow  miaeaable  are  tbey»  that  have  notiiilig  batsa^ 
tptfe  1  Better  bild  it  been  to  have  been  nnbom,  than  mot  to  be  bani 
agnin..::    .  '■      .' 

.  ^And  if  this  poor  soul  from  en  in£Eint  were  thuiasiaerably  bandao, 
having  done  none  actual  evil ;  how  just  cause  have  we  to  fear  lbs 
like  JMgmentA,  who,  by  many  foul  offences,  have  deaeffved  to  drsir 
this  esiecutioBer  upon  us !  O  my  soul,  thou  hast  not  room  enough 
for  thankfulness  to  that  Good  God,  who  hath  not  deliv^ared  tbea  uj^ 
l4)i,  that  M^ignant  Spirit 

.  Theidistreased  falner  sits  not  still,  neglects  not  means ;  /  hvugkt 
kim.HAhjf  disciples.  .  Doubtless,  the  man  came  first,  to  seek  for 
GhrisI  Jiimseif :  finding  him  absent,  he  makes  suit  to  the  discipk^ 
To  iriiom  sboMld  we  luve  recourse  in  all  oar  spiritual  comphm>r 
but  to.tlie  i^en^  and  messengers  of  God  i  Tne  noise  of  the  Itw 
ourai  had^surely  brought  this  man,  with  much  confidence,  to  cn^ 
thdraiccoitr.;  and  now*  bo^w  cold  was  be  at  the  heart,  when  w 
found  thalK  his  hopes  were  frustrate !  Thqf  could  n^t  cast  him  euL 
No  dotibty  the  disciples  tried  their  best ;  .tbey  laid  their  woaM 
chai^  upon  this  dumb  spirit ;  but  all  in  vain.  They,  that  oaoU 
eome  with  joy  and  triumph  to  their  Masier,  and  any.  The  dewf 
are  sulgect  to  us,  find  now  themselves  mati^hed  with  s  ^^^'^^['l 
and  .refractory  spirit.^  Their  way  was  hitbmcto.smoodi  stii  »^* 
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^mf  met  witb.no  ^ub  till  now;  Atad  now,  oulely,  the  feather  'of 
tte  Deaponiae  was  niot  mote  tnml^Mt  ^t  this  evrnt,  than  thein^ 
9dtt$.  HoKp  could  they  choose  liut  fear,  \etft  tbfir  Mast«ir  had; 
frith  bimself ^  withdinwii  thst  apifituai  power,  whtoh  thev  bad  form^ 
jBrly  wspcivad  I  N«ed>  npi^H  tMr  heart  fiui  theq»,  wHh  their  sae^ 


The  niatt  iMN|qdfpne4  ^^  of  theif  imiMMeMef  It  wer«  fcndlf 
urjanaus  to  aocuaathni  for  tbiKt^.  Which  the^  eoald  not  db,  Haa 
ilia  wMt  beat  m  tbair  will,  tbof  h||d  wcil  deserved  «  querarloutf 
kaipnage:'  it  wu  no  &ott  to  want  p4vWr  OnljTi  be  cofibpUini^ 
fi  the  iMtuM|oaioaM|  aq4  loiqeata  tho  iirriaoibleimB,  of  that  evil 

i  should  wcoDg  yoif ,  Q  ye  Blessed  Folioweiis  of  Chvisti  if  I  ^boidd 
pfj  ftat,  as  Imel,  irheii  Mqhs  was  gone  tip  intd  the  mounts  lost 
|iBir  beliiof .  fjdtb  tiwir  ^ide ;  so  ttait  ye,  missing  yoor  Master,  whd 
vasnow  ascimded  «p  t»  hii  T^c#,  wese  to  sees  for  your  ftitfa« 
Bather»  the  wisdoai  of  6cid  saw  mbsdii,  to  check  vour  over-assored 
frcfardneas ;  sod  botll  to  pull  down  your  hearu  by  a  just  bumilia^ 
)mik  in  tlies^nse  of  yjpor  own  weakness)  add  to  raise  up  your  heaitt 
to  i|6ir  acts  of  depecKfaMice  upon  tbat  sovereign  power  horn  which 
yov  lumted  iririue  was  derived. 

Whijt  was  nfore  teniUar  to  tho  diidples,  than  e)ecting  of  devils  f 
la  this  only,  it  is  denied  them.  Omr  ffoo4  God  sometiaies  finds  H 
Requisite,  to  hold  us  short  in  those  abiSiies,  whel'eof  We  make  (ea4 
doobt;  thati^  way  feel  whimce  we  had  them. »  God  will*  be  no 
tas  giocified,  in  vriiait  we  canndt  do,  than  in  what  we  can  do.  If 
)»•  graces  were  always  at  onr  ooaomamd,  and  ever  alike,  they  woaM 
Mm  qsMjaral,  and  soqii  run  into  •  contempt :  now,  vro  ane  justly  ' 
ImM  is!  an  awfiil  dependance  njpoa  tbat  gracious  hand^  which  sp 
{[iv^  sis  not  to  cloy  us,  and  so  denies  as  not  to  discourage  ns. 
'  Who  could  now  but  expect,  that  our  Saviour  shouM  teive  |ntie4 
pid  benioaniid  the  condition  of  this  sad  father  and  miserable  MOi 
Mi  have  iet  ftll  some  words  of  comlbft  upon  them  ^  Instead  wheroi^ 
off  I  hear  him  chiding  and  comphioing,  OfmihUti  mud  perver$t 
i^i^diM,  Aat0  long  shaU  I  ke  vriik  t^  kom  long  sh^H  J  nfffh^^ 
tmf  QcMKiplakiia^,  not  of  tbat  weef'ttT&tfaer  and  more  wodul  fon } 
^  was  not  his  ftsbion  to  add  afiiotfoD  to  the  distressed,  to  tosak 
^ch  bruised  reeds ;  but  of  those  Scribes,  who,  upco  the  fiuling  of 
die  saieoesff  of  this  aait,  bad  insulted  upon  the  dimbility  of  the 
lottxHieis  of  Christ,  and  depraved  his  power:  altboufirh  peibapt 
d>is  bnpatient  fatber»  sedoced  by  their  suggestion,  mi^  dip  iiM 
^Q*Qe  tfaougbts  of  distrust. 

Tbtte  oouU  not  be  a  greater  crimination,  than  fmikhn  mid 
fcrvsrsr :  fidchless,  in  not  behoving ;  perverse,  in  bmng  obstinaliei^f 
^  in  thiir  unbelief.  Doubtkai,  these  men  were  not  fir^  frooi 
^her  noterioua  cicimes :  aB  were  drowned  in  their  infidelity.  Mo^ 
^  nndsimnesses  or  viofences  may  seem  moce  heinous  to  mssi : 
^^  are  fo  odious  to  God,  as  these  intellectoal  wickednesses. 

What  a  happy  diaoge  is  here,  in  one  breath  of  Christt  ffmi> 
fyrsiaUJMJf^^ymf  JBhrmf  km  The  one  ia  c 


vord  of'anger  ;.tbeother^  ofdSlyour.  ;  Hi»  jtM  indigpatton  dmh 
not  exceed  or  iBdpeach  fai&  goodness.  What  a  8weet  mixUve  there 
is,  in  the  perfect  simfdicity  of  die  Divixie  Nature !  In  the  midftof 
Jtfdgmentf  he  r^memiers  'mercy  ^  jea»  he  acta  it.  His  son  shines 
in  ^e  midst  of  this  storm.  AVhethnrhe  frown  or  vhether  heamile, 
it  is  all  to  one  purpose,  that  he  may  win  the  incredulous  and  dis- 
^abedi^nt.  Whither  skintld  thei  rigour  of  all  our  cenuma  tend,  but 
tk>^fipation^a|id  not  to  destruction?  We  aie  (Ascians ;  went 
not  executioners :  we  give  pw^es  to  cure,  and  not  poisona  to  kill. 
It  is  for  the  Just  Judge,  to- say  one  day  to  reprobate  souls,  JkpeH 
Xropi:V9^:  in  the  mean  time»  it  Am  for  us,  to  imdtoall,  that  am 
spiritually  possessed,  to  the  participation  of  mercy ;  £rmg  hm 
hither  (q  me; 

0  JSaviour,  distance  .-was  i|o  hjndance  to  thy  veork :  why  should 
the  Demoniao  ^  brought  to  thde?  Was  it,  dat  this  deUvoraDoe 
might -be  tlie  better  evicted ;  and.  that  the  bebQldeis.aiightseeit 
Was  not  for  nothing,  that  the  xliaciples  were^oppoted  wim  so  ie> 
fmctory  a  spirit  i  Or  was  it,  that  .the  Sorihea  mk[bt  be  witneasBft 
of  that>  strong  hostility «  that  was  betwixt  thee  annAftt  foul  spiril, 
«nd  be  ashamed  of  their  blasnb^ous  slander  }  Or  wto  it,  that  Ae 
father  of  the  Demoniac  might  be  .quickened  in  that  faidi,  whteb 
Aow,  through  the  suggestiourof  l3ie  Scribes,  begttn  to -droop/;  when 
iie  should  hear  and  see  Qhri^t  so  cheerfuUv  to  undettake  itnd  peiw 
Iprm  that,  whereof  they  had  bidden  him  despairi 

The.  Possessed  is  bnonght;  the  Devil  is  r^Hnked  ^aad  ejdeted^ 
That  stifle  spirit  ji  which  stood,  out  ^boldly  against  the  commands  of 
the  disciples,  cannot  but  atoeo  toi  die  voice  of  the  Mastrar*  Tfart 
power,,  which  did  at  first  cast  mm ont  of  heaven,  easily.  dispossesKt 
Sim  of  a  h<Hise  of  clay.  The  Lfftd  rebuke  thet^  StUan,-  and  then 
thou .eanst  not  but  fiee*         ^.  ^     * 

The  disciples,  who  were.not  used'totheseaffironta,  cannot  Kut 
troubled  at  their  mis-sucoess:  Master ^  why  eould  iwtweeeA 

m  out?  Had  they  been  consetous  of  any  deleet.in  tbemselm^ 
Ihey  bad  never  asked  the  Question.  litde  did  tbey  think,  to  hear 
mS  their  '.unbelief,  i&d  tnefy  not  had  great  faith,  they  cook!  not 
|iave  oast  out  afty  devils  ;•  had  tiiey  not  had  some  want  of  faith, 
tfaefrbad  cast^out  this. '  It  is  possiUe  for  us,  to  be  defiective  ia 
tenae  graces,  and  :not  to  feel  it. 

.  Although,,  not  so  much  their  iveakneas  isguilly-  of  diis  luipre-. 
iraUing^  as  the  strength  of  that  evil  spirit ;  l%is  hind  goes  not  outy 
htf  bji  prayer  a^id/asitng.  Weaker  spirits  were  wont  td  be  gected' 
by  a  command ;  this  devil  was  more  sturdy  and  bmsterous. '  As 
vefe«re  degrees  of  statures  in  men,  so  there  are  decrees  of  streogtb 
and  rebellion  in  Spiritual  Wickednesses.  Here,  nidding  will  not 
serve ;  they  must  pray ;  and  praying  will  not  serve  without  fasdog. 
They  must  pfiiy  to  God,  that  they  may  p^revail :  they  must  fest,  to 
make  their  prayer  more  fervent,  more  eflectual.  We  canaot  QO0 
command :  we  can  £ast  and  pray.  How  good  is  our  God  to  as, 
that,  while  he  hath  not  thought  fit  to  continue  to  us  those  means 
yflmh  axe  less  powerful  for  the  disposseaaiug  of  tlie^{|owerdaf  daik« 
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vem,  yet  htth  ht  gmn  us  dMi  fivaiar! -H^le  we  dn'tet'and 
pray,  God  will  command  for  us ;  Stum  oamiot  prenul  against  in. 

JdutVi€W  JTHi,  Mark  ir. 


'  THtE  WIDOWS  MITES,;         ,  :    ' 

TtfE  sacred  weakh  Of  the  Temj^le'  was  citSker  in  stuff,  or  in  coin. 
For  the  owe,  the  Jewij  had  a  hou^e  ;'for  theother,  a  chest.  At  the 
4Soaoour8e  of  all  the  lUftles  to  the  Tn&i^,  thiice  a  jear,  upon  otcsLm 
sion  of  the  solemn  feasts,  the  oUaiioiis  ef  both  kinds  were  liberal. 
Oar  Saviour,  as  taking  pleasuro^iii  the  -prospect,  sete  himself  to 
view  those  offerings,  vmether  for  holy  uses  or  charitaHe.  TTiose 
things  we  delight  iti,  we  lovtf- to  behold. '  The  eye  and  the  heart 
Will  go  together.  r    '.'  ♦      4%- 

And  can  we  think,  O  Sa^-iouiTj'thitt  tHy  glory  hath  diminished 
OQgbt  of  thy  gracious  resp^ts  to  cfnY  benmcence  ?  or  that  thine 
accieptance  of  our  charity  Was  confiried  to  the  earth  ?  Even' now, 
that  thou  sittest  at  the  right-hand  of  thy  Father's  glory,  thou  seest 
every  hand  that  isistretchied  out  to  the  relief  of  thy  poor-saints  hero 
below.  And  if  vanity  have  pow6r  to  star' up  our  liberality,  out  of 
a  conceit  to  be  seen'  of  men,  how  shau  feitfa  encourage  oinr 
bounty,  in  kno^Ag  diat  we  are  seen  of  tliee,  aiid  ^accepted  by 
thee !  Alas,  what  are  we  better  for  the  notice  of  tho^  perisiiing 
and  impotent  eyes,  which  can  only  view  the  outside  of  oar  "actions ; 
or,  for  that  vast  wind  of  appla'use,  whicli  vanisheth  in  the  lips  of 
the  speaker?  Thine  eye,  O  Lord,  is  piercing  and  retributive. 
As  to  see  thee  is  perfect  happiness,  so  to  be  seen  of  diee  itf  true 
contentment  atid  glory.  •       .  ' 

And  d<m  thou,  O  God,  sec  what  ire  give  tliee^  and  not'  see' what 
wctafce  away  from  thee  ?  Are  our  oflferiiigs  more  noted,  thsln  our 
swrtleges'?'  Surely,  thy  mercy  -is  not  more  quieksighted,*  than  thy 
ijatice.  '  ,.        ' 

In  both  kinds,  our  actions  are  ^ewed,  ouraccoui^t  Ts'kept; 
and  we  are  sure  to  rfeceive  rewards  for  what  we  haver  given,  and 
vengeance  for  what  we  have  defalked.       •        * 

With  thine  eye  rf  knowledge,  tho«  seest  all  w^  do ;  but  what 
we  do  well,  thou  seest  with  tliine  eye  of  approbation.  So  dtdst 
thou  now  behold  these  pious  and  charitable  oblations.  HbW  well 
wm  thou  pleased  with  this  variety !  Thou  sawest  many  irich  men 
give  much ;  and  one  poor  Widow  give  more  than  they,  ih  lesser 
room.  • 

The  Je^  were  now  uftdcr  the  Roman  pressure.  They  were  all 
tributaries,  yet  many  of  them  rich;  ana  those  rich  men  we^  li* 
beial  to  the  common  chest.  Hadst  thou  seen  those  many  rich  crive 
Mftld,  we  had  heard  of  thy  censure :  thou  expcetest  a  proportion 
betwixt  the  giver  and  tbe  gift,  betwixt  the  gift  and  tlie  receipt : 
wkftre  that  fails,  the  blame  is  just. 

That  nation,  though  otherwise  ftiulty  enough,  was  in  this  com- 
mendable. How  bounteously  open  were  their  hands  to  the  house 
of  God !    Time  was^  when  their  liberality  was  fain  to  be  restrained 


by  pffoelamatimi;  whd  nbw  it  needed  no  inciigmwit :  ibe  rieh  p,te 
mucky  th^  poorast  ^vse  nofe* .         .'...'-  ^      '     . 

Ife  iaw  a  poor  vfidow  casthig  in  two  mites*  It  was  miaeiy 
tnough,  tbftt  she  was  a  Widow.  The  married  woman  is  uoder 
the  car^l  provision  of  a  husband  ;  if  she  spend,  he  earns :  in  tint 
efttatet  foor bands  workioc  her ;  in,  her  Tiddity,  bat  two.  PoTorty 
added  to  the  sorrow  of  her  wid6^o<>d.  Ttte  loss  of  some  fans, 
bands  is  aopntied  i^y  «  acb  joihiui^  It  is  s<»iie  aiky  to  the  grief, 
that  the  hand  is  left  {ufl,  tboiigh  the  bed  be  empty.  This  woiBan 
jvas  not  iaApre  desolate,  than. needy.  Yet  this  poor  Widow  gim 
And  what  giv^  she  ?  An  oflbriog  like  henselfy  iwo  mites ;  of^  in 
our  language,  two  baytf«>fatthinff-tokens.  <<  Ala8»  good  wogasa, 
who  was  poorer  than  thyself  ?  w  hereforf  was  that  Corban,  bat 
ibr  the  roiieif  of  aaoli.  as  tbou  i  Who  should  recetTe,  if  soch  pni 
Thy  mites  were  something  to  thee,  nothing  to  the  Trssswj. 
jHow  iU  is  that  gi^  beatow^^  which  disfatnisheth  thee,  and  adds 
nothing  to- the  conuuou  stopk!'"  Some  i^ifty  neighbour  might 
perhaps  have  suggested  this  probable  discouragement.  Jesus  pub* 
lisbes  and  applauds  her  bounty :  He  called  kis  discifks^  tad  ml 
unto  them^  y^ril^t  /  smwitoyoUf  this  xocmon  haih  cati  in  mm 
than  tha^all.  while  the  sich  put  in  their  olferiag)  I  see  no  di«i 
ples  called  ;  it  was  enough  that  Christ  noted  their  gifts  id<Nie :  bst 
when  the  Wi4ow  corner  with  her  two  mite%  now  the  c^smestid  d 
Christ  are  ^umpioned  to  assemble,  and  taught  te  e4eiire  this  nmoi- 
ficence ;  a  soleain  preface  makes  way  to  her  praise^  afid  her  miitt 
are  made  more  precious  than  the  others*  talents :  Ske  gsoe  mm 
than  tkev  all.  More ;  not  oni]^  in  reapect  of  the  mind  of  the  gim, 
but  of  tne  brpportioq  of  the  gift,  as  hers.  A  naite  to  her  was  nisfe 
than  f )ounds  to  them :  pounds  were  little  to  them ,  two  nutes  mre 
all  tQ  her. :  they  eave  out  of  .their  al^Undance,  she  out  of  her  oe- 
cessity..  That  which  they  gave,  left  the  heap  less,  yet  a  heap  still; 
she  gives  all  at  once,  ana  leav^  herself  nothing.  So  asahe  ptm^ 
not  more  than  any,  but  more  than  they  all.  God  doth  not  so  audi 
regard  what  i^  taken  out,  as^  wUftt^  is  1^. 

.  O  Father  of  Mercies,  tbou  lookest,  atoace^  into  the bottmasf 
her  heart  and  the  bottom  of  her  purse;  and  esteemest  her  gtitsc- 
,cdfding  to  both.  As  thou  «eest  not  as  man,  so  thou  valuest  oatas 
man :  man  judgeth  bv  the  worth  of  the  gift ;  thou  judgesi  by  die 
mind  c^  the  giver  ana  the  proportion  of  the  remainder.  It  were 
wide  vfiih  us,  if  thou  shouidest  go  by  quantities.  Alast  what  have 
we  but  xnites,  and  those  of  thine  own  lending  i  Jt  is  the  coaifort  cl 
our  meanness,  that  our  affections  are  valued  and  not  our  preieott* 
neithi^  haat  thou  said,.  God  loves  m  liberal  gioer^  but  a  ekeer/iiL 
If  I  had  more,  O  Qod,  thou  shouldst  have  it ;  had  Fiess,  thoa 
woulilst  not  despise  it>  who  a^^eptest  the  gifty  according  to  ikoU 
,man  hathy  and  not  ^iccmrding  to  that  he  haih  not.  Yea,  Laid, 
what  have  I  but  two  mites,  a  soul  and  a  body  i  mere  mitni  3g 
pot  so  much,'  to  thine  Infiniteness.  Oh  that  I  iK>ukl  perfectly  «W 
(hei^  a^  unto  thee,  according  to  thine  own  right  in  them,  and  not 
iccbirdjiig  to  mine.  How  graciously  wouklst  thou  be  soie  toia- 
cept  them !  How  happy  shaU  I  be  in  tbine  acceptation  I  i/aii  ^« 
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THE  AMBITION  OF  THE  TWO  SONS  OF  ZEBEDEE.   " 

•    •  • 

He,  who  had. his  awn  time  and  oart  ia  luahaod^  feiakaew  and 
foietold  the  approach  o£  his  diasoktioiik. 

Wheif  men  ate  near  thenr  end,  and  nady  t^  maW  thefar  WiH, 
ihaa  » it  seaMnable  to  sue  for  iegaeiet.  Tbiia:idtd  the  mother  of 
die  tare  Zebedeea;  theMn  arell  appnKrjag^  both  her  vMom  and 
terfiudi;  wbdom,  in  the  fit  choice  of  hM* -opportan^y )  £uth»  in 
tiking  such  mn  opportanity. 

Tte  suit  is  iialt  obtained,  that  is  aeasQnablf  made.  T»  have 
made  this  motion  at  the  entry  into  their  attendance,  had  been  9br^ 
and ;  and  had  just^  seemed  to  challenge  a  denial,  it  was  at  the 
pnrting  of  the  anget^  Kbat  Jacob,  would:  be  blessed.  -The  doiJ^le* 
spint  of  Elijah  is  not  sued  for  till  his  asoending. 

But,  oh  ths  admhrabie  faith  of  thi»  good  woman  I  When  she 
besrd  die  daacenrse  of  Christ^s  Bufferingi  and  death,  she  talks  of 
Ih«  glory ;  when  she  hears  of  his  cross,  she  speaks  of  his  crown. 
If  she  had  seen  Herod  come  and  tender  his  sceptre  unto  Christ,  or 
the  Elders  of  the  Jews  come  npon  theit  knees  with  a'  submissiiFe 
pofler  of  their  allegtaMe,  she  might  have  had  some  reason  to  en* 
ttttain  the  thoughts  of . a  kingdom;  but  now,  while  theMWndof 
betraying,  suffering,  dyin^,  was  in  her  ear,  to  make  acooaal  ct 
sad  suit  for  a  room  in  his  kingdomi  it  argues  a  belief  able  to 
triumph  over  all  diicouragements. 

It  was  nothing  for  the  disciples,  when  they  saw  him  nftot  Ids 
osaqueat  of  death  and  vising  from  the  grave,  to  ask  Um,  M4Uihr^ 
wilt  ikm  maw  restore  the  kingdom  unto  Israel  f-  but  for  m  siMy 
vamsato'look  throagh  his  future  death  and  pasnon^  at  his  resur« 
Mstioo  and  ^lory,  it  is  no  less  worthy  of  wonder  than  praisie.  To 
hear  a  man,  in  ms  best  health  and  vigour^  to  talk  of  his  coniiden<^ 
laGodandassuranoeof  Divine  fevour,  cannot  be  much  worth; 
hot  if,  in  ^xtrendtias,  we  cm^  believe  above  hope,  agacinst  hope^ 
oar  frith  is  so  much  more  lioble,  as  tnir  diflicultfees  are  grettter. 
Nerer  sweeter  perfuine  arose  (mm  any  aitEar^  than  tbat,>  which  as- 
fended  fipom  Joo's  dungphiH,  /  imsw  that  m^  JSetkemer  Itveth. 

What  a  urange  style  ia  this,  diat  is  given  to  this  weiiftan ! '  It  had 
keen  as  easy  to  have  said,  the  wife  of  Zebedee,  or  the  sister  of 
Mary  or  of*  Joseph,  or^  as  her  name  was,  plain  Salome ;  Init  now^ 
by  an  otinsual  d^tiption,  she  is  styled  The  mother  of  Zebetke^sr 
emUrem*  Zebedee  was  an  obscnre  man :  die,  as  hii  wife,  was  no 
butler.  '  The  greatest  honour  she  ever  had  or  could  have,  was  to' 
have  two  such  sons  oa  James  and  John :  these  give  a  title  to  both 
dieir  narents.  Honour  ascends,  as  well  as  descends.  Holy  chii« 
dren  digniiy  the  loins  and  womb  from  whence  they  proceed,  no 
less  than  thieir  parents  traduce  honour  unto  them.'  Salome  niig^it 
he  a  good  wife,  a  good  housewife,  a  good  woman,  a  good  neigh- 
bear:  ail  these  cannot  ennoble  her,  so  much  9S  The  7not/ier  of' 
XeMee's  children. 
'  What  a  world  of  pain,  toil,  oaie,  cost^  there  is,  in  the  birth  and 


430  QOVTZUnATlOM. 

educadoa  of  duldmi !  Their  good  proof  requites  all  with  ad*^ 
vanuge.  Next  tor-luipiiiiie^  ia.  oursdlTes,  is  to  be.  happy  in  a  gia- 
ciotu  issue. 

:  The  suil  wm&  the  saDS%  but  by  die  moutii  of  tbetr  mother.  It 
was  their  best  policy,  to  spmk  byhev  lips.  £vea  these  fisheroMo. 
had  dready  klHnied>  crafbl(y:  to  fish  for  promotioD.  Ajabition  was 
not  so  bola  in  tbeD»>  as  to  sb^  her  owa  faee.  The  envy  of  ths 
suit  shall  thus  be  ainoided^  whioh  could  not  but  folkyvir>npon-^r 
personal  regueat.  If  it  wtore.  granted,  they  had  what  tbey*%roald; 
if  not,  it  was  but  the  repulse  of  a  woman's  motion:  wtuch  muflt 
needs  be  so  much  more  pardonable,  because  it  was  of  4  mother  for 
her  sons. 

>  it  is  not  discommendable  in  parents,  to  seek*  the  prefinrihent  of 
their  children.  Why  may^  not  Abraham  sue  tdt  an  Ishmael  ?  So  it 
be  by  lawful  means,  in  a  moderate  measure,  in  due  order,  this  ok 
deayour  caimot  be  amiss.  It  is  the  neglect  of  circumstances,  tbst 
makes  these  desires  sinful.  Oh  the  madness  of  those  parents,  thst 
care  not  which  wi^y  they  raise  a  house ;  that  desire  rattier  to  kaie 
their  children  great,  than  good ;  that  are  more  ambitious  to  have 
tbdr  sons  lords  on  earth,  than  kings  in  heaven ! 

Yet  I  commend  thee,  Salome,  that  thy  first  plot  was  to  have  tbjr 
sons  disciples  of  Christ ;  then,  after, ,  tiv  prefer  them  to  the  best 
places  of  that  attendance.  It  is  the  true  method  of  Divine  pro- 
dence,  .O  God,  first  to  mak^  our  children  happy  with  the  honour  of 
thy  service,  aiul  then  to  endeavour  their  meet  advancement  upoa 
earth. 

The  mother  is  but  put  upon  this  suit  by  her  Sons ;  their  besrt 
was  in  her  Ups.  They  were  not  so  mortified  by  their  contiDnd 
conversation  with  Christ,,  bearing  his  heavenly  doctrine,  seeing  ins 
Divine  carriage,  but  that  their  minds  were  yet  roving  after  tempo- 
ral honourti.  Pride  is  the  inmost  coat,  which  we  put  oif  last,  sad 
whicli  we  put  on.  first.  Who  can  wonder^  to  see  aome  sparks  of 
weak  and  worldly  desires  in  their  holiest  teachers,  when  the  blesaed 
Apostles  were  not  free  from  some  ambitious  thoughts,  while  they 
&at  at  the  feet,  yea  in  the  bosom  of  their  Saviour  ? 

The  near  kindred,  this  woman  could  cbaUenge  of  Christ,  migiit 
seem  to  give^^r  just  colour  of  more  familiarity ;  yet  now  Aat  die 
conies  upon  a  suit,  she  submits  herself  to.  the  lowest  gesture  of  sap- 
pliantSi^  '  We  need  not  be  taught,  that  it  is  fit  for  petitianers  to  the 

treat, '  to  present  their  humble  supplications  upon  tbeic  kqees.  0 
aviour,  if  this  woman  so  nearly  allied  to  thee  aocording  to  the 
flesh,  coming  but  upon. a  temporal  occasion  to  thee,  beipg  as  dioa 
compassed  abojut  with  human  infirmities,  adored  thee  ere  she  dai^ 
sue  to  thee ;  what  reverence  is  enough  for  us,  that  come  to  thee 
upon  spiritual  suits,  sitting  now  in  Sie  height  of  heaivenly  gkny 
and  majehty  ? 

Say  then,  thou  wife  of  Zebedee,  what  is  it,  that  .thou  cravestof 
thine  Omnipotent  Kinsman  ?.  ^I  certain  ihhig.  Speak  oMt>  woinaB; 
what  is  this  certain  thin^,  that  thou  cravcst  ?  How  poor  and  weak 
is  this  sMpplkcatory  anticipation  to  Him>  that  knew. thy  thoughts, 
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6N>th6ti  tttteredtt  them,  ere  thou  entertained^ them !  'We  kre  all 
m  this  tune ;  every  '9n»  would  Imve  something ;  sueh,  perhaps^  a^ 
w^  are  asbanded  to  utter#  The  Proud  man  would  have  a  certaiil 
tiaiig';  honour  in  the  vrorkl :  the  Covetous  would  have  a  certain 
thing' too;' wealth  and  abundance:  the  Maticions  would  have  % 
teeitsiii  <Mng ;  Tevenge  on  his  enemies:  the  Epicure  would  hav^ 
{dcasureand  long  life;  the  Bavren,  children;  the  Wanton^  beautyv 
Each  one  would  be -humour^  in  his  own  desire ;  ttough  in"variet}*^ 
jea  contradiction  to  other;  though  in  opfposition,  not  more  to 
God'swill,  than  our  own  good. 

•  How  this  suit  streks  in  \m  teeth,  and  dare  not  freety  come  forth^ 
because  it  is^  gnilty  of  its.  own  feultiness  !  >  Wbat  a  xliJference^  there 
iB/betwixt  the  prayers  of  faith,  and  die  motions  of  self-love  and  in^* 
fidelity  I  Those  come  forth  with  i  boldness^  as  knqwing  their  own 
welcome,  andbeinff  well  asro^ed  ho^b  of  tlieir  wurrs^ntand  aecepta'* 
tion :  these  stand  blushing  at  the  door,  not  daring  to  appear,  like 
to  some  baffled-^suit,  conscious  toits  own  nwworthiness  and  just  re- 
iniJse« ;  Our. iiionbiiate  desires  are  'Worthy  of  a  check:  when  we 
know  that  our  requests  are  holy,*  ^e- 'cannot  come  with  too  much 
coi^dence  to  the  Tbsone  ot  Grace.        ^ 

:^  He,  tlMirknew  ail  their  thoughts  a£ar  oflT,  yet^  as  if  he  had  been 

a  itOLngBT  to*their  parposes^  asks,^  WAat  wouldest  thou  f    Our  inJ 

finnities  do  then  best  shame  us,  when  they  are  fetched  out  of  •  otMP 

tmomaonidiBi  likeai  oar  prajrers  al^  serve  not,  to  acquaint  Ood 

irilh  oaffyiiU»-^bttt  %o  make  us  tlie  more  capable  of  his  m^oies.    '  ^ ' 

The  suit  is  drawn  from  her.    Now  she  must  speak :  GrmUi  tkafj 

ikfst-my  ta?0'SMis,  vimf  sit,  meonthf  fight  hand;  the^fher^imd/^ 

kfti  in  thff  Mngdam,    It  is  hard  to  say,  whether  out  of  mol^  pridi 

or  ignorance.'  -ft  was  as  received  as  erroneous  a  cbni^eit  amoing  tfa^ 

wry  duKuplesrof  Christ,  that  he  should  raise  up  a  temporal  kin^-^ 

doa^  over  the  now^tvibacsury  and  beslaved  people^  of  Israel.    'Tho 

SeoMis  wese  now  their  masteps :  their  fancy  was,  tM  tfaoir  Mes« 

siafarslMiliid  thake  offtbisyoke,  and  veduoe  mem  to  theit  form^  li^ 

hertf  .V  .Sf»  grounded  was^  thisr  opinion,  that  the  two  -disciples,  in 

$Ubc  walkto  Ennriaus,  <$ould  say,  H^6  trusted  it  hkd^  ifien:  Ae,  4hat 

^kmUfhme  ^hvend  I^raet r  iod  when,  dfter  hi*  iie9un«ction,  hia 

MM  w«dkim  u0^Mottat  Oiiret^tspwairds  heaven,  hisvely:  apostles 

tiilsld>askhmi^  If  bawonld  Mwt^tiMore  thatt  long'^eiCpectea  king^ 

diito;>'  iU»f  thcfMf  imi  noritigcke  our  censures  of  our  ChrMtiau 

NMfareil  ,0^^611111127  they  inistidce,^  or -know  not  some  secondaiytrulM 

aisriigioii^'Hitwtt fhe'deinesbomttcnHliRlts ofChrist,  who beatdhim 

aaarydhufr*  dUthb  vtny  fpoiat  of  his  ^Ascension,  misappfebetided  -the 

aj^qmiB^  of  fcia  cdMig^  iaiio  the-^orld,  andttie  state  of  his  king* 

dom !  If  our  charity  may  not' bear  with*  small*  faults,  what  do  we 

iaAf;Ms>dane'that'iooiuiived  at'  greater?'  Tnithisas  the  snn; 

bright,  id  itielf  Viyktt  thdre-  arer  maify  close  corners,  into  U^hich  it 

tulver  sbined.  «'0  Ood,  if.  thou  open  our  hearts,  we  shall  take  in 

tbM«^  beams :  till  than  Ab  s6,  teach  us  to  attend  patiently  for  our- 

^ives,  chantafaiy' for  others,  * 

.qSteaka  Aa^mttk'imA  fo  muob  cou^hip.to  ImoW,  that  tlfii-nght 
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hm^  Bxd  thaUtt  af  in  V  prinet  iiw«  the  chief  pkoet  dihfimkts 
Our  Sariour  had  said,  tbat  hU  tivelve  &lki«Msia  sfaooki  sit  upoB 
tvrelve  tbroMSy  and  judge  the  twelre  tribea  of  brad.  TUr  good 
ifoman  would  have  her  tvfO  sons  neat  to  hit  person ;  the  pnm 
peers  of  his  kingdom.  ETOiy  one  is  afit  towidi  die  best  ta  fah 
o«f).  Worldly  Mnooris  neither  worth  our  suit,  nor  aiiwordiTow 
^eoeptanee.  iea»  Sa)c»ne,.  had  thy  mind  heen  in  heaven^  Mit 
then  uitendod  this  desiivd  preeminence  of  that  celestial  state  of 
iiofy*  y^  I  know  not  how  to  jnatify  thine  amhition.  WonUsI 
won  have  thy  sons  preferred  to  the/aiker  of  ike  /mihftdy  to  the 
Piessed  Mother  of  tny  Saviour }  That  very  wish  were  praKuap^ 
tnoitt.  For  m%  O  God,  my  ambitiott  shall  ay  so  Ush  as  to  bet 
saint  in  heaven,  and  to  live  as  hobly  on  earm  as  tbehest ;  but  far 
pvecedency  of  heavenly  honour^  I  do  not,  I  dare  not  a£kct  it.  It  a 
enough  for  mOi  if  I  may  lift  up  my  head  amongst  the  heeb  of  tiijr 
Blessed  Ones, 

The  mother  asks ;  the  sons  have  the  answer,  fihe  was  but  theit 
tongne ;  they  shall  be  honr  esrs,  God  ever  impotes  the  ads  m 
thQ  first  mover,  father  than  to  the  instruments 

It  was  a  sore  check,  Fe  know jiM  what  ye  mk.  In  our  ordinsiy 
fismmunioation  to  speak  idly,  is  sin ;  but  in  our  snila  to  Oiciit^  to 
be  so  inconsiderate  aa  not  to  undmtend  oiir  own  petitions,  auat 
mp9A%  be  a  foul  oflenee. 

^  40fiudiisthegroimdofoarpraym,so1mo4iled((eialii»g^ 
ofourftith..   If  we  come  with  indigested  requests^  we  prophma 
that  name  we  invoke. 

,  To  convince  their  unfitness  for  elory,  they  are  seat  to  their  iai* 
poteo<^  in  suflRnriag.  Ar^  pe  abhio  drink  qfikeat^,  wktrt^J 
4Mldri$^;  and  te  H  b^iMowUkthe  iapHtm^wherewkkl  amhf* 
tiieif .  O  Saviour^  even  thou,  who  wert  one.witb  thy  Father,  ksit 
Ik  evp  of  thine  own«  Never  potion  waa  so  hitler  aa  that,' wUch  ma 
nii&ed  for  thee.  Yea,e.viiit3iy  draught  iastiatod.  fejanatanaml 
fcr.thee  to  .sip  of  tbis.cu^;  thou  must  drink  itwptotha'Wf 
dr^gs.  When,  the  vinegar  and  gaU  were  tendend  to  thee  by  neOf 
thou  didsi  iKit  Uss  the  cup  ^  hut  when  tbf  Father  mveiototkiM 
hands  a  potion  iufinitieily  mora  distasteful,  thoci^  tm  cm  hesbh^ 
dMat  dfink  deef  (tf  it  eveato  tfae^bottaas,  aodsaidai:^  UisfatiM. 
Jk/Bnj  can  we  awnno  at  those  nnplesaipg  dcaughta  of  sfllicdao,  dat 
era  tempered  for  us  onfolmen,  wima  we  aoe  Aee»  tha  Sen  of  tkf 
Ftlhfef^ii  love,  tlma  dieted  i  We  ptedge  thee,  O  Hhawri  8awoar» 
ire  p)ei%e  thee,  according  to  our  wesknem,  who  hast  hqpm  wm 
in  thv  powerful  sttffinrti^  -  Only  do  than  enkfale  us,  after  sns 
sour  &oes  made  in  ourrehictaiion^  yet.at)satsrilliiiglytopiBd|s 
idiee,  in  our  constant  sufferings  for  thee.     . .:  .  .    .  j^  ^ 

As  thou  must  be  dreaohed  withia,  so  muek  thaa/be  hapiiKa 
without  Thy  baptism  is  not  of  water,  but  of/blood;  botbthsw 
came  from  thee  in  thy  IHwsion :  we  caonct  bethiite,  if  wepsgtsfca 
notof  both.  If  thou  hast  not  grudged  thv  psocioas  Uoon  to  ai» 
well  may  est  thou  challenge  some  worthless  dropa  ftem  usi,  ^ 

When  they  ta&  of  thy  Ungdom^  thou  spedkeat  of  tigr  biitofC0p» 
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«f  tlirf  bloody  bftpkiim.  Sufieringis  the  way  to  leigniBg.  T%rtmgh 
mmy  tribulations ^  must  we  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 
There  wbs  never  wedge  of  gold,  that  did  not  fint  pafts  the  fire ; 
there  was  never  pure  grain^  that  did  not  undergo  the  flail.  In  vain^ 
shall  we  dream  of  our  immediate  passage,  from  the  plewures  and 
jollity  of  earth  to  the  glory  of  heaven.  Let  who  will  hope  to  walk 
upon  roses  and  violets  to  the  throne  of  heaven :  O  Saviour,  let  me 
trace  thee  by  the  track  of  thy  Uood,  and  by  thy  red  steps  follow 
diee  to  thine  eternal  rest  and  nappiness. 

I  know  this  is  no  easy  tadc  \  else  thou  hadst  never  said^  Are  ye 
okk  9  Who  should  be  aUe^  if  not  they,  that  had  been  so  lon^ 
blessed  with  thy  presence,  informed  by  thy  doctrine,  and,  as  it 
were,  beforehand  possessed  of  their  heaven  in  thee }  Thou  hadst 
never  made  them  judges  of  their  power,  if  thou  couldst  not  have 
eoBvinced  them  of  their  weakness.  Alas,  how  full  of  feebleness  is 
our  body,  and  our  mind  of  impatience !  If  but  a  bee  sting  our 
flesh,  it  swells ;  and  if  but  a  tooth  ache,  the  liead  and  heart  com- 
iriatn.  How  small  tribes  make  us  weary  of  ourselves !  What  can 
we  do,  without  thee  ?  Without  thee,  what  can  we  suffer  ?  If  thou 
be«ot,  O  Lord,  strong  in  my  weakness,  I  cannot  be  so  much  as 
weak ;  I  cannot  so  much  as  be.  Oh,  do  thou  prepare  me  for  my 
day,  and  enable  me  to  my  trials :  /  emn  do  aU  things,  through  thee 
that  strengthenest  me. 

The  motion  of  the  two  disciples  was  not  more  full  of  infirmilT> 
dmn  their  answer^  fVe  are  able.  Out  of  an  eager  desire  of  the 
honour,  they  are  apt  to  undertake  the  condition.  The  best  men 
any  be  mistaken  in  their  own- powers.  Alas,  poor  men !  when  it 
came  to  the  issue,  they  ran  away ;  and  I  know  not  whether  one 
without  his  coat.  It  is  one  thing,  to  sufier  in  speculation ;  ano- 
ther, in  practice.  There  cannot  be  a  worse  sign,  than  for  a  man^ 
in  a  carnal  presumption,  to  vaunt  of  his  own  i2>iUties«  How  just« 
ly  doth  Goa  suffer  that  man  to  be  foiled  purposely,  that  he  may 
oe  ashamed  of  his  own  vain  self-confidence !  O  God,  let  me  ever 
be  humbly  dejected  in  the  sense  of  mine  own  insufficiency.  Let 
ne  give  all  the  glory  to  thee ;  and  take  nothing  to  myself,  but  my 


0  the  wonderful  mildness  of  the  Son  of  God !  He  doth  not 
Mb  the  two  disciples,  either  for  their  ambition  in  suing,  or  pre*- 
BQitiption  in  undertaking :  but,  leaving  the  worst,  he  takes  the 
bestof  their  answer ;  and,  omitting  their  errors^  encourues  that 
gjaod  intentions ;  Fe  shall  drink  indeed  of  my  cup^  ana  be  bap^ 
tized  with  my  baptism ;  but  to  sit  on  my  right  hand  and  my  Itfi^ 
is  not  mine  to  gwe,  but  to  them  for  whom  it  is  prepared  of  my 
Father. 

1  know  not  whether  there  be  more  mercy  in  the  concession,  or 
satisSution  in  the  denial.  Were  it  not  a  high  honour,  to  drink  of 
tiiy  enp,  O  Saviour,  thou  hadst  not  fore-promised  it  as  a  favour.  I 
am  deceived,  if  what  thou  grantest  were  much  less,  than  that, 
which  thou  deniest.    To  pledge  thee  in  thine  own  cup,  is  not 

▼ot.  IL  F  F 
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muoh  lc;3s  .di^ty  and  familiarity^  than  to  sit  by  thee.  If  we  %\lf* 
fer  with  i/iee^  we  shall  also  reign  together  with  thee.  What  greater 
promotion  can  flesh  and  blood  be  capable  of,  tlian  a  conformity  td 
tlie.Lprd  of  Giory  ?  Enable  thou  me  to  drink  of  thy  cup,  andthea 
set  me  where  thou  wilt. 

But,  O  Saviour,  w:hile  thou  digniiiest  them  in  thy  grant,  dost 
thou  disparage  thyself  in  thy  denial  ?  Not  mine  to  give  ?  Winn* 
is  it,  if  not  tliinc  ?  If  it  be  thy  Father's,  it  is  thine.  Thou,  who 
art  truth,  hast  said,  /  and  viy  Failier  are  one  :  yea,  because  thou 
art  one  with  the  Father,  it  is  not  thine  to  give  to  any,  3a ve  those, 
for  whom  it  is  prepared  of  the  Father.  The  Father's  preparation 
w:as  thine,  his  gift  is  thine  ;  the  decree  of  both  13  one.  Tbateter- 
iial  counsel  is  not  alterable  upon  our  vain  desires.  The  feather 
gives  these  heavenly  honours  to  none,  but  by  thee ;  thou  givest 
them  to  none,  but  according  to  tlie  decree  of  thy  Father.  Many 
degrees  there  are  of  celestid  happiness.  Those  supernal  mansions 
are  not  all  of  a  height.  That  Providence,  which  hath  varied  our 
stations  upon  earth,  hath  pre-order<ed  our  seats  above.  O.God, 
admit  me  within  the  walls  of  tliy  new  Jerusalem,  and  place  mc 
wheresoever  thou  pleascst.  Matthew  ju*. 


THE  TRIBUTE  MONEY  PAID* 

All  these  other  histories  report  the  power  of  Christ ;  this  she\\s 
both  his  power  and  obedience :  his  power  over  the  creature ;  Im 
obedience  to  civil  powers. 

Capernaum  Was  one  of  his  own  cities.  There  he  made  his  chief 
abode,  in  Peter's  house ;  (Luke  iv.  31.  compared  with  38  :)  to  that 
host  of  his,  therefore,  do  the  toll-gatherers  repair  for  the  tribute, 
^Vhen  tliat  great  disciple  said,  JVe  have  left  all^  he  did  not  say, 
**  \Yq.  have  abandoned  sill,  or  sold,  or  given  away  all ;  but  we  have 
left,  \x\  respect  of  managing,  not  of  possession;  not  in  respect  of 
right,  but  of  use  and  present  fruition  ;  so  left,  that  upon  just  oc- 
casion we  may  resume ;  so  leftj  that  it  is  our  due,  though  not  our 
business."  '  Doubtless,  he  was  too  wise,  to  give  away  his  own, 
that  he  might  borrow  of  a  stranger.  His  own  roof  gave  him  shel- 
ter for  the  time,  and  his  Master  with  him.  Of  him,  as  the  house- 
holder, is  the  tribute  required  ;  and  by  and  for  him,  is  it  also  paid. 

I. inquire  not,  either  into  the  occasion,  or  tlie  sum.  What  need 
we  make  this  exaction  sacrilegious  ?  as  if  that  half-shekel,  which 
was  appointed  by  God  to  be  paid  by  ever}'  Israelite  to  the  use  o( 
the  Tabernacle  and  Temple,  were  now  diverted  to  the  Roman  Ex- 
chequer. There  was  no  necessity,  that  the  Roman  lords  should 
be  tied  to  the  Jewish  reckonings.  It  was  free  for  them,  to  impose 
what  payments  they  pleased  upon  a  subdued  people.  When  great 
Augustus  conimanded  the  world  to  be  taxed,  this  rate  was  set. 

The  mannerly  collectors  demand  it  first  of  him,  with  whom 
they  might  be  more  bold  ;  Doth  not  jour  Master  pay  tribute?  M^ 
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Capernaum  knew  Cfirist  for  a  great  Prophet ;  his  doctflnc  had 
ravished  them,  his  miracles  had  astonished  them:  yet  when  it 
comes  to  a  money  matter,  his  share  is  as  deep  as  the  rest.  Ques- 
tions of  profit  admit  no  difference.  Still  the  Sacred  Tribe  chal- 
len^eth  reverence  :  who  cares  how  little  they  receive,  how  much 
,  they  pay?  Yet  ho  man .  knows,  with  what  mmd  this  demand  was 
made;  whether  in  a  churlish  grudging  at  Christ's  immunity,  or  in 
an  awful  compel lation  of  the  servant  rather  than  the  Master. 

Peter  had  it  ready,  what  to  answer.  I  hear  him  not  require 
their  stay,  till  he  should  go  in  and.  know  his  Master's  resolution ; 
but,  as  one  well  acquainted  with  the  mind  and  practice  of  his  Mas- 
ter, be  answers,  Fes.  There  was  no  truer  paymaster  of  the  king's 
dufes,  than  He,  that  was  King  of  Kings.  Well  did  Peter  know, 
tha<  he  did  not  only  give,  but  preach  tribute.  When  the  JHerodianii 
laid  twigs  for  him,  as  supposing  that  so  great  a  Prophet  would 
be  all  for  the  liberty  and  exemption  of  God's  chosen  people,  he' 
choked  tliem  with  their  own  coin,  and  told  them  the  stamp  argued' 
thertght;  Give  unto  V^sar  the  things,  that  are  Casar^s.  O  Sa- 
viour, how  can  thy  servants  challenge  that  freedom,  which  thyself 
hadst  not  ?  Who,  that  pretends  from  thee,  can  claim  homage  from 
those,  to  whom  thou  gavest  it  ?  If  thou,  by  whom  kings  reign, 
forbearest  not  to  pay  tribute  to  a  heathen  prince,  what  power  under 
thee  can  deny  it  to  those,  that  rule  for  thee  ? 

That  demand  was  made  without  doors.  No  sooner  is  Peter 
come  in,  than  he  is  prevented  by  his  Master's  question,  JVhat 
thinkest  thou,  Simpn,  of  xvhom  do  the  kings  of  the  earth  receive 
tribute?'  of  their  own  chitdreHy  or  of  strangers?  This  very  in- 
terrogation was  answer  enough  to  that,  which  Peter  meant  to  move. 
He,  ttiat  could  thus  know  the  heart,  was  not,  in  true  right,  Ibble 
to  hubian  exactions. 

But,  O  Saviour,  may  I  presume  to  ask,  what  this  is  to  thee? 
Thou  hast  said,  My  kingdom  'is  not  of  this  world  r  how  doth  it 
concern  thee,  what  is  done  by  the  kings  of  the  earth,  or  imposed* 
npon  the  sons  of  earthly  kings  ?  Thou  wouldst  be  the  Son  of  an 
humble  Virgin  ;  and  chooscst  not  a  ro'yal  state,  but  a  servile.  I 
Jispute  not  thy  natural  right  to  the  throne,  by  thy  lineal  deiscent 
from  the  loins  of  Judah  and  David:  what  should  I  plead  that, 
which  thou  wavest  ?  It  is  thy  Divine  Royalty  and  Sonship,  which 
thou  here  justly  urgest. 

'The  argument  is  irrefragable  and  convictive.  "  If  the  kings  of 
the  earth  do  so  privilege  their  children,  that  they  are  free  from  all 
tributes  and  impositions ;  how  much  more  shall  the  King  of  Hea^ 
vcn  give  this  immunity  to  his  only  and  natural  Son  ?  So  as,  in  true 
reason,  I  might  challenge  an  exemption  for  me  and  my  train." 

ThoU  mightcst,  O  Saviour ;  and  no  less  challenge  a  tribute  of 
all  tl>e  kings  of  the  earth  to  thee,  by  whom  all  powers  .are  or- 
dained. Reason  cannot  mutter  against  this  claim.  The  creature 
owes  itself  and  whatsbever  it  hath  to  the  Maker:  he  owes  no- 
thii^  to  it.  '     /  * 

lVu*n  are  thcckildren  free.     He,  that  hath  rieht  to  irll.  nevds 
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not  pay  any  thine ;  else  thaw  t»boald  be  a  subjection  in  florenigiity , 
and  men  should  be  debtors  to  themselves.  But  this  right  was  thine 
own  peculiar,  and  admits  no  partners :  why  dost  thou  tpeak  of 
children,  as  of  more,  and,  extending  this  privilege  to  Peter,  say* 
est.  Lest  we  scatidafize  them  ?  Was  it,  for  that  thy  disciples,  be* 
ing  of  thy  robe,  might  justly  se6m  interested  in  the  liberties  of 
their  Master?  Surely,  no  otherwise  were  they  children,  no  other- 
wise free.  Away  with  that  fanatical  conceit,  which  challenges  an 
immunity  from  secular  commands  and  taxes,  to  a  spirituS  and 
adoptative  sonship.  No  earthly  saintship  can  exempt  us  firom  tri- 
bute to  whom  tribute  belongeth.  There  is  a  freedom,  O  Saviour, 
which  our  Christianity  calls  us  to  aflfect ;  a  freedom  from  the  yoke 
of  sin  and  Satan,  from  the  servitude  of  our  corrupt  afiectioos:  we 
cannot  be  sons,  if  we  be  not  thus  free*  Oh  ftee  thou  us,  by  thy 
Free  Spirit,  from  the  miserable  bondage  of  our  nature,  so  shall  tte 
children  be  free ;  but  as  to  these  secular  duties,  no  man  is  less  free, 
than  the  children. 

O  Saviour,  thou  wert  free,  and  wouldst  not  be  so ;  thou  wert 
free  by  natural  right,  wouldst  not  be  free  by  voluntary  dispeiua* 
tion,  t*est  an  offence  might  be  taken.  Surely,  bad  there  fcdloiied 
an  offence,  it  had  been  taken  only,  and  not  ^iven.  Woe  be  to  the 
^nan^  by  whofn  the  offence  cometn :  it  cometh  by  him,,  that  gires 
it ;  it  cometh  by  him,  that  takes  it,  when  it  is  not  given :  no  part 
of  this  Uame  could  have  cleaved  unto  thee,  either  way. 
.  Yet  such  was  thy  goodness,  that  thou  wouldst  not  suflSer  an  of* 
fence  unjustly  taken  at  that,  which  thou  mightest  justly  have  denied. 
How  jealous  should  we  be  even  of  others*  perils !  How  careful,  to 
to  moderate  our  power  in  the  use  of  lawful  things,  that  our  dia- 
rity  may  prevent  others*  scandals !  to  remit  of  our  own  ri^ht,  for 
another  s  safety  1  Oh  the  deplorable  condition  of  those  wilfiil  meo, 
who  care  not  what  blocks  they  lay  in  the  way  to  heaven ;  not  for 
bearing,  by  a  known  lewdness,  to  draw  others  into  their  own  dam* 
nation  1 

To  avoid  the  unjust  offence  even  of  very  publicans,  Jesus  will 
work  a  miracle,  reter  is  sent  to  the  sea ;  and  that,  not  with  a 
net,  but  with  a  hook.  The  disciple  was  now  in  his  own  trade.  He 
knew  a  net  might  enclose  many  nshes,  a  hook  could  take  but  one: 
with  that  book  must  he  ^o  angle  for  the  tribute-money.  A  fiih 
shall  bring  him  a  stater  in  her  mouth ;  and  that  fish,  that  bitesfirst 
Whp^t  aia  unusual  bearer  is  here !  What  an  unlikely  element,  ta 
yield  apiece  of  ready  coin ! 

Oh  that  Omnipotent  power,  which  could  command  the  fish,  to 
be  both  his  treasurer  to  keep  his  silver,  and  his  purveyor  to  bnog 
it!  Now  whether,  O  Saviour,  thou  causedst  this  fish  to  take  up 
that  shekel  out  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea^  or  whether  by  thine  Al- 
niigfatyword  thou  madest  it  in  an  instant  in  the  mouth  of  that 
fish,  it  is  neither  possible  to  determine,  nor  necessary  to  h^^^^* 
I  rather  adore  thineinfinite  knowledge  and  power,  that  coulikt 
make  use  of  unlikeliest  means  *,  that  couldst  serve  thyself  of  toe 
very  fishes  of  the  sea,  in  a  business  of  eartlily  and  civil  eippioy- 
ment. 
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'  II  was  not  out  of  need,  that  thou  didst  this ;  though  I  do^-not 
find,  that  thou  ever  aflfectedst  a  full  purse ;  what  veins  of  gold  or 
mines  of  silver  did  not  lie  open  to  thy  command  (  but  out  of  a  de- 
sire to  teach  Peter,  that,  while  he  would  be  tributary  to  Csesar, 
.the  very  fish  of  the  sea  was  tributary  to  him.  How  should  this 
encourage  our  dependance  upon  that  Omnipotent  hand  of  thine, 
^ich  hath  heaven,  earth,  sea  at  thy  disposing !  Still  thou  art  the 
same  for  thy  members,  which  thou  wert  tor  tlwself  the  Head.  Ra- 
ther than  oBence  shall  be  given  to  the  woricl,  by  a  seeming  neg- 
lect of  thy  dear  children,  Jtnou  wilt  cause  the  very  fowls  of  heaven 
to  bring  them  meat,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea  to  bring  them  money. 
Oh  let  us  look  up  ever  to  thee,  by  the  eye  of  our  faith ;  and  not 
be  wanting  in  our  dependance  upon  thee,  who  canst  not  be  want- 
ing in  thy  Providence  over  us.  Matthew  xvii. 
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Oh  the  wisdom  of  God,  in  penning  his  own  story!  The  disciple, 
whom  Jesus  l0ved,  comes  after  his  fellow  Evangelists,  that  he 
might  glean  up  those  rich  ears  of  history,  which  the  rest  had 
passed  over. 

That  eagle  soars  high,  and  towers  up  by  degrees.  V  was  much, 
to  turn  water  into  wine ;  but  it  was  more,  to  feed  five  thousand 
with  five  loaves.  It  was  much,  to  restore  the  Ruler's  son :  it  was 
more^  to  cure  him,  that  bad  been  thirty-eight  years  li  Cripple.  It 
was  much,  to  cure  him,  that  was  born  Blind :  it  was  more,  to  raise 
up  Lazarus,  that  had  been  so  lon^  dead.  As  a  stream  runs  still 
the  stronger  and  wider,  the  nearer  it  -comes  to  the  oceati  whence  it 
was  derived;  so  didst  thbu,  O  Saviour,  work  the  more  powerfully, 
the  nearer  tfiou  drewest  to  thy  glory.  This  was,  as  one  of  tJiy 
last,  so  of  thy  greatest  miracles.  When  thou  wert  ready  to  die 
thyself,  thou  raisedst  him  to  life,  who  stnelt  strong  of  the  grave. 
None  of  all  the  Sacred  Histories  is  so  full  and  punctual  as  this,  in 
the  report  of  all  circumstances.  Other  miracles  do  not  niore 
transcend  Nature,  than  this  transcends  other  miracles. 

This  alone  was  a  sufficient  eviction  of  thy  Godhead,  O-  Blessed 
Saviour.  None  but  an  infinite  power  could  so  far  go  beyond  na- 
ture, as  to  recal  a  man  four  days  dead  from,  not  a  mere  privation, 
but  a  settled  corruption.  Earth  must  needs  be  thine,  from  which 
thou  raisest  his  body  ;  heaven  must  needs  be  thine,  from  whence 
thou  fetchest  his  spirit.  None  but  he,  that  created  man,  could  thus 
make  him  new. 

Sickness  is  the  common  preface  to  death.  No  mortal  nature  is 
exempted  from  this  complaint.  Even  Lazarus,  whom  Jesus  loved, 
is  sick#  What  can  strength  of  grace  or  dearness  of  respect  pre- 
vail, against  disease,  against  dissolution } 

It  was  a  slirrtnff  message,  that  Mary  sent  to  Jesus,  He^  whcm 
thmilovestj  is  sick:  as  if  she  would  imply,  that  his  part  was  no 
^  c|eep  IB  Lazarus,  tfaao  hers.    Neither  doth  she  say,  ^'  He,  that 
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loves  thecy  is  ^ick  ;^'  but,  /&,  whomthoulavest :  not  pleading  the 
merit  of  Lazarus's. affection  to  Christ,  but  the  mercy  and  tavotin  of- 
Christ  to  him.  Even  that  other  retiection  of  love  had  been  uo 
weak  motive ;  for,  O  Lord^  thpu  hast  said.  Because  he  htth  set  hi$ 
lave  upon  me^  therefore  will  I  deliver  him.  Thy  goodness  will  .not 
he  behind  us  for  love,  who  professest  to  love  them,  tl}9,t,lov&  thee. 
But  yet  the  argument  is  more  forcible  from  thy  love  to. us ;  sinco 
thou  hast  just  reason  to  respect  every  thing  .of  thine  own,  more» 
than  ought  that  can  proceed  from  us.  P^veu  we  weak  men,  what 
can  we  stick  at  where  we  love  ?  Thou,  O  jlntinite.God}  art  love  it- 
self. Whatever  thou  hast  done  for  us  is  out  of  thy  love.  Tlu; 
ground  and  motive  of  all  thy  mercies  is  withii;i  thyself,. not  in  u$> 
apd  if  there  beo^ght  in  us  worthy  of  thy  Ipve^  it  is  thine  o^Hf 
not  ours ;  thou  givest  what  thou  a'cceptest. 

Jesus  well  heard  the  first  groan  of  Ins  dear  Lazarus.  Every  short 
breath  that  he  drew,  every  sigh  thai^  he  gave,  was  upon  account: 
yet  this  Lord  of  Life  lets  his  Lazarus  sicken,  and  languish,  and 
die ;  not  out  of  neglect  or  impotence,  but  out  of  power  and  reso- 
lution. This  sicfcness  is  not  to  drath.  He,  to  whom  the  issues  o£ 
death  belong,  knows  the  way  both  into  it  i^nkd,  out.^.it.  He  meant 
that  sickness  should  be  to  deati^  in  respect,  of  tho.  present  cq^di-* 
tion,  not  to  death  in  respect  of  the  event ;  to  death'  in  tiic  process 
of  nature,  not  to  death  in  the  succ(^ss  of  bis*  Divine  power,  thai 
the  Son  of  Godmight  bcglorified.thetiehy..        ■      ,     •: 

O  Saviour,  thy-nsual  style  i^,.  the  Son  of  Ma^  ;  tliou,  that 
wouldst  take  iip  pur  infirmities,  wert  willing  thus  to  hidetby  God* 
head  under  the  coarse  weeds  of  our  humanity.;  hut  here  thoa 
sayest,  ihdf  the  Son  of  God  might  be  glorified,'.  :  Though  thou 
wouldst  hide  thy  Divine  gloiy^  yet  thou  wouid^t  no^  smother  it. 
Sometimes  thou  wouldst  have  thy  Sun  break  foithip.  bright  gleams, 
to  shew  that  it  hath  no  less  liglit,  even  while  it  see^ms  tkept  in  by 
the  clouds.  Thou  wert  no\v  near  thy  ])assion.  It  w<^  most  sea- 
sonable for  thee  at  this  time  to  set  forth  thy  just  title.  Neither 
was  this  an  act,  that  thy  Humanity  could  challenge  to  itself;  but 
fur  transcending  all  finite  powers.  To  die,  was  an  act  of  the  Son 
of  Man  ;  to  raise  from  death,  was  an  act  of  th^  Son  of  God. 

Neither  didst  thou  say  merely,  that  God,  but,  thai  the  Son  of 
God  might  be  glorified,  God  cannot  be  glorified,  unless  tJ)e  Son 
be  so.  In  very  natural  relations,  the  w  rong  or  disrespect  oflfered 
to  the  child  reflects  upon  jiie  father ;  as,  contravily,  the  parent's 
upon  the  child :  how  much  more,  where  the  loVe  and  respect  is 
infinite  !  Where  the  whole  essence  is  communicated,  with  the  in- 
tireness  of  relation  !  O  God,  in  vain  shall  we  tender  our  devotions 
to  thee  indefinitely,  as  to  a  glorious  and  incomprehensible  ^Majesty, 
if  we  kiss  not  the  Son,  who  hath  most  justly  said,  I'e  believe  in  tie 
FatheVy  believe  also  in  Me, 

What  a  happy  family  was  this  !  I  find  none  upon  eartli  so  much 
honoured ;  Jesus  loved  Martha ^  and  her  sister ^  and  Lazarus,  ft 
is  no  standuig  upon  terms  of  precedency.  The  Spirit  of  God  is 
pot  ciuripus  in  maishalling  of  places,   1  uue  was,  wheu.Mjiry  was 


LAZAR.US  DXAD.  439 

• 

confcsseJ  to  have  chosen  the  better  part ;  h^r6  Maftha'^s  n^med 
first,  as  most  interested  in  Christ's  love :  for  ought  appears,  all  of 
them  were  equally  dear.  Christ  had  famiHarly  lodged  under  their 
roof.  How  fit  was  that  to  receive  him;  whose  indwellers  were  hos- 
pitable, pious,  unanimous !  Hospitable,  in  the  glad  entertainment 
of  Jesus  and  his  train  ;  pious,  in  their  devotions ;  unanimous,  in 
their  mutual  concord.  As,  oohtrarily,  he  balks  and  hates  that 
bouse,  which  is  taken  up  with  uncltarkftblef^ess,  profaneness,  con-^ 
tention.  *    • ' 

Bat,  O  Saviour,  how  doth  this  ti^ree' }  Thou  loredst  thisfanftily  ; 
yer,  hearing  of  their  distress,  thou  heldest  off  two  days  mor«frciln' 
them.  Canst  thou  love  those,  thou  regardest  not  i  Qemtt  thou  re-' 
gard  them,  from  whom  thou  willingly  absentest  thyself  in'  their 
necessity  ?  Bebold,  thy  love  as  it  is  above  ours,  so  it  is  oft  against 
ours.  Kven  out  of  very  affection  art  thou  not  seldom  absent.  Non^ 
6f  thine,  but  have  sonietimes  cried,  How  longj  Lordf  Wbatneed^ 
we  instance, iwhen  thine  Eternal  Father  did  purposely  estrange  his 
fece  from  Thee,  so  as  thou  criedst  out  of  forsaking  ?      .    ' 

Here  thou  wouMst  knowingly  delay ;  whether  for  the  grefttenkig 
of  the  mirade,  or  for. the  strengthening  of  thy  disciples'  faith.-' '  " 

Hadst  thon  gone  sooner  and  prevented  the  deaths  who  bad' 
kaown,  whether  strength  of  nature,  and  not  thy  mtracvtious  power, 
Ind  done  it  ?  Hadst  thou  overtaken  his  death  by  this  quicfcenin^' 
tisitation,  who  had  k»^Hia|i  whether  this  had  been  only  some  q^uaW 

ct'  dissolution  ?  Now  this  large  gap  of 


or  eestasy,  and  not  a 

time  makes  thy  work  l>oth  certain  and  glorious. 

And  what  a  clear  proof  was  this,  beforehand,  to  thy  disciples, 
that  thou  wert  able  to  accomplish  thine  own  Resurrection  on  the 
third  day.  who  wert  abl6^ite  raise  up  Lazarus  on  the  fourth !  The 
more  difficult  the  work  should  be,  tne  more  need  it  had  of  an  om-> 
Qipotent  confirmation. 

He,  that  was  i^rd  of  our  times  and  his  own,  can-  now,  wheii  he 
found  it  seasonable,  say,  Let  us  go  into  Judea  again.  Why  left  he 
it  before  ?  Was  it  not  upon  the  heady  violence  of  his  enemies  ? 
(Vide  cliap.  x.  ver.  31 ,  39.)  Lo,  the  stones  of  the  Jews  drove  him 
thence:  the  love  ofeJLazarus  and  the  care  of  his  Divine  glory 
drew  him  back  thither.  We  may,  we  must  be  wise  as  serpents, 
for  our  own  preservation  :  we  must  be  careless  of  danger,  when 
God  calls  us  to  the  hazard.  It  is  far  from  God's  purpose,  to  give 
us  leave  so  far  to  respect  ourselves,  as  that  we  should  neglect  him. 
l^t  Judea  be  all  snaras,  all  crosses  ;  O  Saviour,  when  thou  callest 
»»»  we  must  put  our  lives  into  our  hands,  and  follow  thee  thither. 

This  journey  thou  hast  purposed  and  contrived ;  but  what  need* 
est  thoii  to  acquaint  thy  disciples  with  thine  intent  ?  Where  didst 
♦hou  ever,  besides  here/  make  them  of  counsel  with  thy  voyages  ? 
Neither  didst  tliou  say,.  "  How  think  you,  if  I  go  ?"  but,  Let  us 
.^0.  Was  it,  for  that  thou,  who.knewest  thine  own  strength,  knew- 
<at  also  their  weakness  ?  Thou  wert  resplutc  ;  they  were  timorous^ 
they  were  sensible  enough  of  their  late;  peril,  and  feai-ful  of  more; 
^herQ  was  need  to  fore-arm  tliem,  with  an  expectation  of  the  worst^ 
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ead  piefluatiMl  for  it.  Surprisd  with  erib  may-ttidaiffier  4ibe  best 
constanOT.  Tfae  heart  is  apt  to  £ul,  wheo  it  finds  itielf  intstpped 
in  a  sudaen  mischief. 

The  disciples  were  dearly  iffitcted  to  Lazarus ;  they  had  kani- 
#4  to  lovCi  where  their  iCBttetJoved :  yet  now,  when  our  Saviour 
9l>eaks  of  returning  to  that  region  of  peril,  they  pull  him  by  the 
aleeve,  and  put  him  in  mind  of  the  violence  ofiered  unto  him; 
Master^  the  Jem$ of  iaie sayght  ia  stMe  thee^  anigoest  thou  tki* 
tier  again  ? 

No  less  than  thrice  in  the  foregoing  chapter,  did  die  Jews  lift 
Up  their  bands  to  murder  him  by  a  cruel  lapidation.  Whence  wtt 
ibifi  xwt  and  bloody  attempt  of  theirs  f  Only  for  that  he  taaght 
them  the  truth  concerning  hia  Divine  nature,  and  gave  himaeif  ^ 
just  sty  te  of  the  Son  of  God.  How  subject  carnal  hearts  are,  to 
he  impatient  of  heavenly  verities !  Nothing  can  so  much  fret  tint 
Malignant  Spirit,  which  rules  in  those  breasts,  as  that  Christ  shonid 
huve  ma  own.  If  we  be  persecuted  for  his  truth,  we  do  bitt  ngfir 
with  Aim,  with  wham  wc  shall  once  reign. 

Hower^  the  disciples  pleaded  for  their  Mastei^s  safely,  yet  they 
aimed  at  their  own.  They  well  knew  thdr  danger  waa  inwrapped 
ib  hia.  It  ia  but  a  cleanly  colour,  that  they  put  upon  their  own 
fear.  This  ia  held  but  a  weak  and  base  passion.  Each  one  wooU 
he  glad  to  put  off  the  opinion  of  it  from  himself,  and  to  set  the 
best  foce  upon  his  own  impotency.  Thus,  white-livered  men,  thst 
ebrink  and  shift  from  the  Cross,  will  not  want  fiiir  pretences  to 
evade  it  One  pleads  the  peril  of  many  dependants ;  another, 
the  disfumishin^  the  Church  of  succeeding  abettors:  each  will 
hare  soma  plautihle  excuse  for  his  sound  skin. 
•  Whatinror  did  not  our  Saviour  rectify  in  his  foUoweis  1  Eves 
that  fear,  which  they  wonld  have  dissembled,  is  graciousiy  dispel* 
kd,  by  the  just  consideration  of  a  sure  and  inevitable  Provideace. 
^*  Are  there  not  twehe  hours  in  the  daj/y  which  are  duly  set  sod 
proceed  regularly,  for  the  direction  of  all  the  motions  and  actioni 
of  men  ?  so  in  this  course  of  mine,  wUch  I  must  run  on  eaitli, 
diere  is  a  set  and  determined  time,  wherein  I  must  work,  and  do 
my  Father's  will.  The  Sun,  that  ruides  these  hours,  is  the  deter* 
minate  counsel  of  my  Father,  ana  his  calling  to  the  execution  of 
my  charge :  while  I  follow  that,  I  cannot  mviearry ,  no  more  thui 
a  man  can  miss  his  known  way  at  high  noon :  tnis  while,  in  vaio 
are  either  your  dissuasions  or  the  attempts  of  enemies ;  they  cso- 
not  hurt,  ye  cannot  divert  me.^' 

The  journey  then  holds  to  Judea:  his  attendants  shall  be  msde 
acquainted  with  the  occasion.  He,  that  had  formerly  denied  the 
deadtiness  of  Lazarus  his  sickness,  would  not  suddenly  confess  iw 
death ;  neither  yet  would  hi  altoeether  conceal  it:  so  will  be  theft- 
fete  confess  it,  as  that  he  will  shadow  it  out  in  a  borrowed  e<- 
pressioh;  Lazarus  our  friend  deepeih. 

What  a  sweet  title  b  here,  both  of  death  and  of  Lasarus!  Deitb 
i%  a  sleep ;  Lazarus  is  our  friend.    Lo,  he  says  not,  ^*  my  ftienof 
btttwr^j  to  draw  them  first  into  a  gcadoi^  femihanty  and  coff" 


muoioQ  of  fneDdahip with  himself ;  for  n^wt  doth  thif  onpost,  but^ 
^*  Ye  are  my  irieuoi,  and  Lazarus  is  both  my  firiend  aod  yowBi 
Our  fricHd!'*  O  meek  and  merciful  Saviour,  that  disdainesl  not 
to  stoop  so  low,  as  that,  while  thou  thoughttst  it  no  roUery  U  be 
0fiuU  unto  Godf  thou  thoughtest  it  no  dispiuageaient  to  match  thy** 
self  with  weak  and  wretcmd  meft!  Our  friend  Lazarus.  Thei# 
is  a  kind  of  parity  in  ft ioctdship.  These  may  be  lore,  where  is 
the  most  inequality ;  b«t  frieadship  supposes  pairs :  yet  the  8oq 
<tf  God  says  of  the  sona  of  meit,  Our  friend  LoMarue.  Oh  what 
a  higph  aaci  happy  condition  ia  tlus,  for  morlal  men  to  aspire  unto,' 
that  the  God  of  Heaven  should  not  be  ashamed  to  own.  them  fpc^ 
firienda !  Neither  aaith  he  now  abruptly,  ^^  Laearaa  our  friend  m 
dead ;''  but,  Lazarus  our  friend  deepeth. 

O  Saviour,  none  can  know  the  estaDe  of  life  or  death  so  well  aa 
than,  that  art  the  Lord  of  both,  it  is  enough,  that  thou  tallest  us 
death  ia  no  othar  than  sleep.  That,  which  was  wont  to  pas^  fof^ 
the  oousin  of  death,  is  now  itaeif .  AU  this  wtiile,  we  have  n^ista^" 
ken  the  oaae  of  oar  dissolution ;  we  took  it  for  an  enemy,  it  provea 
a  friend ;  there  is  pleasure  in  that,  wherein  we  supposed  horror. 
Who  is  afraid,  after  the  weanr  toils  of  the  day,  to  take  his  rest  by 
night  ?  Or  wbst  is  mora  reneshing  to  the  iipent  traveller,  than  a' 
sweet  sleep  ?  It  is  our  infidelity,  our  inipreparation,  that  makes* 
death  any  other  dian  advantage.  Even  so;  Lord,  when  thou  seest 
I  have  toiled  enouffh,  let  me  sleep  in  peaoe ;  and  when  thou  seest 
I  have  .slept  enooip,  awake  ]»>  ss  thou  didst  thy  Laasanui ;  But  T 
go  to  awake  him^ 

Thou  saidst  not,  <^  Let  us  go  to  awake  Urn.'*  Those,  whom  thoa 
wilt  allow  companions  of  thy  way,  thou  wilt  not  allow  partn^^rs  of 
thy  work :  they  may  be  witnesses ;  they  eannot  he  actors^  None 
can  awake  Lazarus  out  of  sfais  slesep,  but  be,  that  made  Laaarus* 
Every  mouse  or  gnat  can  raise  us  up  from  chat  other  sleep ;  none 
but  an  Omaipolsnt  power  from  this.  This  sleep  is  not  without  a 
ion.  Who  can  eommand  the  soul  to  come  down  and  meet 


the  body,  or  oosnmaiid  the  body  to  piece  with  itself  and  rise  up 
to  the  soul,  but  the  God  that  created  both  ?  It  is  our  comfort  and 
assurance,  O  Lord,  against  the  terrors  of  death  and  tenacity  of  the 
grave,  that  our  resurrection  depends  upon  none^  but  thine  Omni* 
potence. 

Who  c^an  blame  the  disciples,  if  they  were  loth  to  return  to  Ju» 
dea?  Their  last  entertainment  was  such,  as  might  .justly  dis* 
hearten  them.  Were  this,  as  literally  taken,  all  tiie  reason  of  our 
fcvionr's  purpose  of  so  perilous  a  voyage,  they  argued  not  amiss, 
If  he  sleeps  he  $hall  do  well.  Sleep  m  sickness  is  a  good  sim  of 
recovery :  for  extremity  of  pain  bars  our  rest :  when  nature  there* 
fore  finds  so  much  respiration,  she  justly  hopes  for  better  terais« 
Vet  it  doth  not  always  follow.  If  he  sieep^  he  shall  do  well.  How 
oasny  have  died  in  lethargies !  How  niany  have  lost  in  sleep,  what 
they  would  not  have  foregone  waking  I  Adam  slept,  and  lost  his 
rib ;  Sampson  slept,  and  lost  his  strength ;  Saol  slept,  and  lost  hss 
^^pon  i  Ishboabeth  and  Holofetnes  slept,  and  lost  their  hnds.  bi 
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ordinary  course,  it  holds  well :  here,  they  mistook  and  erred.  Tlie 
misconstruction  of  the  words  of  Christ  led  tbetn  into  an  unseason- 
able and  erroneous  si^gestion.  Nothing  can  lie  more  dan^erons, 
than  to  take  the  speeches  of  Christ  adcoixling  to  the  R^und  of  the 
letter :  one  error  will  be  sure  tadrtfw  on  more  ;  and  if  the  first  be 
never  so  slight,  the  last  may  be  important. 

Wherefore  are  words,  but  .to  express  meanings  ?  Why  do  we 
apeak  y  but  to  be  understood  ?  &nce  then  o«r  Saviour  saw  himself 
not  rightly  .construed,  he  delivers  himielf  plainly,  Lazarus  is  dead, 
^ch  is  thy  manner,  O  :tbou  Eternal  Woitl  of  thy  Father,  in  all 
4Ly  sacred  expressions.  Thine  own  mouth  is  tky  best  commen- 
tjf^ry  :  what  thou  hast  more  obscurely  said  in  oiie  passarge,  thou  in- 
terpretest  more  clearly  in  another.  .Thou  art  the  san,vwhich  givtst 
Uft  that  light,  whetteby  we  see  thyself.  ' 

,  But  how  modestly  dost  thou  discotasr  thy  Deity  lotby  disciples! 
nol  upon  the  first  mention  of  Laxanis  his  death,  instantiy  professing^ 
thy  powfer  and  will  of  his  reauscitalioi> ;  but,  Cbotenting  thyseft 
<3iply.  to  intimate  thy  Omniscience,  in  that  thou  conldst  in  that 
^ba!^ce  and  distance  know  and  report  hisdep^nture,  they  shall  ga* 
ther  the  rest,  and  canoo^  chuse  Init  think,  ^^  We  serve 4a  Master 
tJbat  knows  all  things,  and  he  that  .knows. ail  diin^s  can  do  all 
l^inffs.^*  .     ..  '.J* 

•  Toe  absence  of  oun  Saviour  from  thtf  deaih^bed'of  I^zarus  iras 
not  casual,  but  voluntary  ;  yea,  he  ia  not  only  willing  with  it,  but 
glad  of  it;  I avi^biiy/w*  tf^mr.Malon^  that  1  wyti^not  there.  How 
contrary  may  the  aflfections  of  Christ  and  ours  bo^'and  yet  be  both 
gpod  !  The  Jtwo  worthy. sistera  were  «iucli*grier(id.at*our  SaTiour's 
absence,  as  doubting  it  might  savour  of 'some  neglect ;  Christ  was 
d;^.of  it,  fop  the.auvantage  of  hia^-disciples'  faitdi.  I  cannot  bktme 
d^om^  tliat.  tb^y  were  thus  sorry ;  I  cannot  iMit  bless  him-,  that  be 
was  thus  glad.    The  gain  of  their  fakh  in  so  IMTinca  miracle  vas 
more;,  than  could  be  countervailed  by  their  •momentary  sorroir. 
Qod  and  we  are  not  alike  afieeted  with  the  same  events :  He  laughs, 
where  we- mourn :  He  is  angry,  where  we  are  pleased. 
^  The  diilerence  of  the  afiections  arises  from  the  difference  of  the 
objects,  which  Christ  and  they  apprehend  in>tbe  same  occurrence. 
Why  are  the  sisters  sorrowful  ?  Because,  upon  Christ's  absence," 
Lazarus  died.     Why  was  Jesus  glad  he  was  not  there  ?  for  the  be- 
ru^Of,  which  he  saw  would  accrue  to  their  faith.     There  is  much 
variety  of  prospect  in  every  act,  acconling.  to  tire  several  inten- 
tions /and  issues  thereof ;  yea,  even  in  the  very  same  ei'es.    Tte 
father  sees  his  son  combating  in  a  duel  for  his  country  :  he  sees 
blows  and  wounds,  on  the  one  side ;  he  sees  renown  and  victory, 
on  the  other :  he  grieves  at^the  wounds  ;  he  rejoices  in  the  honour. 
Thu^  doth  God  in  all  our  afflictions  :  he  sees. our  tears,  and  beans 
oi^r  groans,  and  pities  us ;  but,  withal,  he  looks  upon  our  patience, 
ourTaitli,  our  crown,  and  is.  glad  that  we  are  aifiicted.    O  Godt 
why  ahpuld  not  we  conform  our  diet  unto  thine  ?  When  ^^'e  Jie  Mj 
pa^n -aud^/^xtremity,  we  cannot  but  droop  under  it ;  hot  do  we  M 
omsekes  increased  in  true  mortification,  in  patience,  in  hope, » 
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a  constant  rdinnce  on  thy  mercies  ?  Why  are  we  not  more  joyed 
in  this,  than  dejected  ivith  the  other  ?  since  the  least  g^ain  of  the 
increase  of  grace  is  more  worth,  than  can  be  equalled  with  ^«hole 
poimds  oi  bodily  vexation. 

O  strange  consequence  !  Lazartis  is  dead ;  nevertheless,  Z<?/ Wf 
go  unto  him.  Must  they  not  needs  think,  '^  What  should  we  do 
with  a  dead  man  ?  What  should  separate,  if  death  cannot?"  Even 
tboscy  whom  we  loved  dearest,  M'e  avoid  once  dead.  Now'we  lay 
them*aside  under  the  board,  and  thence  send  tliem  ojjt  of  out 
houses  to  their  gr&ve.  Neitlier^ath  death  mbre  horror  in  it,  than 
noisom^ness ;  and  if  we  could  entreat. our  eyes  to  endure  the  hoiJ-^ 
rid  aspect  of  death  in  the  face  we  l.oved,  yet  tart  we  |>ersuade  our 
scent  to  like  that  smell  that  arises  up  from  their  corruption  ?  O 
love  stronger  than  death !  Behold  here  a  friend,  whom  the  very 
grave  cannot  sever.  Even  those,  that  write  the  longest  and  most 
passionate  dates  of  their  amity,  subscribe^  but,  your  friend  till 
death ;.ii%%di  if  the  ordinary  stram  of  hjuman  friencisbip  will  stretch 
yet  a  little  further,  it  is  but  to  the  brim  of  the  grave :  thither  a 
friend  may  follow  us,  and  see  us  bestowed  in  thi;s  house  of  our 
age ;  but  there  he  leaves  us  to  our  worms  and  dust.  But  for  thee, 
0  Saviour,  the  grave-stone^  the  earth,  the  coffin  are  no  bounders 
of  thy  dear  respects*:  even  after  death,  and  burial,. and  corruption 
thou  art  graciously  affeoted  to  those  thou  Invest.  Besides  the  soul 
(whereof  thou  sayest  not,  "  Let  us  go  to  it,"  but,  "  Let  kconi^ 
to  us,")  there  is  still  a  gracious  regard  to  that  dust,  which  was  and 
shall  be  a  pait  of  an  undoubted  member  of  tlvit  mystical  body» 
whereof  thou  art  the  Head.  Heaven,  and  eartii,  yields  no  such 
friend,  but  thyself.  O  make  me  ev^r  ambitious  of  tins  love  of  thine  ; 
and  ever  unquiet,  till  I  feel  myself  possessed  of  thee.         ,-   , 

In  the  moutU  of  a  mere  man,  this  word  bad.  been  incongruous^ 
Lazarus  is  dead^  yet  let  us  go  to  him ;  in  thine,  O  Almighty  Sa* 
viour,  it  was  not  more  loving,  than  seasonable ;  since  I  may  justly 
say  of  thee,  thou  hast  more  to  do  with  the  dead,  than  with  the  |iv«» 
ing :  for,  both  they  are  infinitely  more,  and  have  more  inward 
communion  with  thee  and  tliou  with  them.  Death  cannot  hinder, 
either  our  passage  to  thee,  or  thy  return  to  us.  I  joy  to  think  the 
time  is  coming,  when  thou  shalt  come  to  every  of  our  graves,  ajnd 
call  us  up  out  of  our  dust>  and  we  shall  hear  thy  voice ^  and  live. 

John  xi^ 
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Great  was  the  opinion,  that  these  devout  sisters  had  of  the  power 
of  Christ :  as  if  aeath  diurst  not  shew  her  face  to  him,  they  sup- 
pose his  presence  had  prevented  their  brother's  dissolution.  And 
now,  the  news  of  his  approach  begins  to  quicken  some  late  hopes 
in  them. 

•  Martha  was  ever  the  more  active.  She,  that  was  before  so  busily 
stirring  in  her  house  to  entertain  Jesus,  was  now  as  nimble  to  go 
forth  of  her  liouse  to  meet  him.     She,,  in  whose  face  joy  had  wont 


444  CON*TEMT»LATtdNS. 

to  smile  upon  so  Blessed  a  guest,  now  salutes  him  with  the  ri^ 
and  tears  and  blubbers  and  wrings  of  a  discons(date  mourner. 

I  know  noty  whether  the  speeches  of  her  greeting  had  in  them 
more  sorrowor  religion.  She  had  been  well  catechized  before. 
Even  she  also  had  sat  at  Jesus  his  feet ;  an*d  can  now  give  good  ac- 
count of  her  faith  in  the  poorer  and  Godhead  of  Christ,  in  the  cer* 
tainty  of  a  future  resurrection.  This  conference  hath  yet  taught 
her  more,  and  raised  her  heart  to  an  expectation  of  some  woncter- 
ful  effect. 

^  And  now  she  stands  not  still,  but  hastes  back  into  the  village  to 
her  sister ;  carried  thither  by  the  two  wings,  of  her  own  hopes 
and  her  Savioups  commands.  The  time  was,  when  she  would 
have  called  off  her  sister  from  the  feet  of  that  Divine  Master,  to 
attend  the  household  occasions :  now  she  runs  to  fetch  her  out  of 
the  bouse,  to  the  feet  of  Christ. 

Doubtless,  Martha  was  much  afiiscted  with  the  presence  of  Christ; 
and,  as  she  was  overjoyed  with  it  herself,  so  she  knew  bow  equally 
welcome  it  would  be  to  her  sister :  ^net  she  doth  not  ring  it  out  aloud 
in  the  open  hall,  but  secretly  whispers  this  pleasing  tidings  in  her 
sister's  ear,  The  Master  is  canity  afid  caUeth  Jar  thee ,-  whether 
out  of  modesty,  or  discretion.     It  is  not  fit,  fdr  a  woman  to  be 
loud  and  clatnorous.     Nothing  beseems  that  sex  better,  than  si- 
lence and  bashfulness ;  as  not  to  be  too  much  seen,  so  not  to  be 
heard  too  far.     Neither  did  modesty  more  charm  her  tongue  than 
discretion  ;  whether  in  respect  to  the  ^u^sts,  or  to  Christ  himself. 
Had  those  guests  heard  of  Christ'^sbemg there,  they  had,  either 
out  df  fear  or  prejudice,  withdrawn  themselves  from  him  :  neither 
durst  they  have  been  witnesses  of  that  wonderful  miracle,  as  being 
overawed  with  that  Jewish  edict,  whi<5h  was  out  against  him :  or, 
perhaps,  they  had  withheld  the  sisters  from  going  to  him,  against 
whom  they  knew  how  highly  their  governors  were  incensed.    Nei- 
ther  was  she  ienorant  of  the  danger  of  his  own  person,  so  lately 
before  assaulted  violently  by  his  enemies  at  Jerusalem.    She  knew 
they  were  within  the  smoke  of  that  bloody  city,  the  nest  of  hw 
enemies  ;  she  holds  it  not  tlierefore  fit  to  make  open  procfamatioQ 
of  Christ's  presence,  but  rounds  her  sister  secretly  in  the  eir. 
Christianity  doth  not  bid  us  abate  any  thing  of  our  wariness  and 
honest  policies ;  yea,  it  requires  us  to  have  no  less  of  the  serpent, 
than  of  the  dove.     There  is  a  time,  when  we  must  preach  Christ 
on  the  housC'top ;  there  is  a  time,  when  we  must  speak  him  in  the 
ear,  and,  as  it  were,  with  our  lips  shut   "Qecresy  hath  no  less  use 
than  divulgation. 

She  said  enough,  llie  Master  is  came^  and  calUth  for  thee. 
What  a  happy  word  was  this,  which  was  here  spoken  !  What  a 
high  favour  is  this,  that  is  done ;  that  the  Lord  of  Life  should  peN 
sonally  come  and  call  for  Mary  !  vet  such  as  it  not  ftpptopriated  to 
her.  Thou  comest  to  us  still,  O  Saviour^  if  not  m  thy  bodily 
presence,  yet  in  thy  spiritual :  thou  callest  us  still ;  if  not  in  thy 
personal  voice,  yet  in  thine  ordinances.  It  is  our  fault,  if  we  do 
not,  as  ttiia  good  woman,  arise  quickly,  and  come  to  thee.  H^ 
fneitds  were  there  about  her,  who  came  purposely  to  condole  wito 
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her;  her  heart  was  full  of  heaviness:  yet  so  soon  as  she  I»3rs  men- 
tion of  Christy  she  forgets  friends,  brother,  grief,  cares,  \hougbts, 
and  hastes  to  bis  presence. 

BdH  was  Jesus  standing  in  the  place  where  Martha  left  him : 
whether  it  be  noted,  to  express  Mary's  speed,  or  his  own  wise  and 
gracious  resolutions ;  his  presence  in  the  village  had  perhaps  in- 
vited danger,  and  set  off  the  intended  witnesses  of  the  work :  or 
it  may  be,  to  set  forth  his  zealous  desire  to  dispatch  the  errand  he 
Oinie  for ;  that,  as  Abraham's  faithful  servant  would  not  receive 
any  courtesy  fromtlie  house  of  Bethuel,  till  be  had  done  his  mas* 
ters  business  concerning  Rebekah,  so  thou,  O  Saviour,  wouldst 
not  so  much  as  enter  into  the  house  of  these  two  sisters  iu  Betha« 
ny,  till  thou  hadst  effected  the  glorious  work  which  occasioned 
thee  thither.  It  was  thy  m^t  ana  drink  to  do  the  will  of  thy  Fa^ 
ther.  Thy  best  entertainment  was  within  thyself.  How  do  we 
fpllow  thee,  if  we  suffer  either  pleasures  or  proiits,  to  take  the  wall 
of  thy  services  ?  i 

So  good  women  were  well  worthy  of  kind  friends.  No  doubt, 
Bethany,  being  not  two  miles  distant  from  Jerusalem,  could 
not  but  be  furnished  with  good  acquaintance  from  the  city. 
These,  knowing  the  dearness  and  hearing  of  the  death  of  La- 
zarus, came  over  to  comfort  the  sad  sistera.  Charity,  together 
with  the  common  practice  of  that  nation,  calls  them  to  this  du^. 
All  our  distresses  expect  these  good  offices,  from  those  thiat 
love  us;  but,  of  all  others,  death,  as  that  which  is  the  ex- 
tremest  of  evils,  and  makes  the  niost  fearful  havoc  in  families,, 
cities,  kingdoms,  worlds.  The  complaint  was  grievous,  /  looked 
for  some  to  comfort  me,  but  there  was  none.  It  is  some  kind  of 
ease  to  sorrow,  to  have  partners ;  as  a  burden  is  lightened  by 
many  ahoukiers:  or  as  clouds,  scattered  into  many  drops,  easily 
vent  their  moisture  into  air.  Yea,  the  very  presence  of  friend!s 
abates  grief. ,  The  peril,  that  arises  to  the  heart  from  passion,  is 
the  fixedness  of  it,  when,  like  a  corrosiving  plaister,  it  eats  in  into, 
the  sore.  I^mc  kind  of  remedy  it  is,  that  it  may  breathe  out  in- 
good  society. 

.  These  friendly  neighbours,  seeing  Mary  hasten  forth,  make  haste 
to  follow  her.  Martha  went  forth  before ;  I  saw  none  go  after  her : 
Marjr  stirs ;  they  are  at  her  heels.  Was  it,  for  that  Martha,  being 
the  elder  sister  and  the  housewife  of  the  family,  might  stir  about 
with  less  observation  7  or  was  it,  that  Mary  was  the  more  passion- 
ate, and  needed  the  more  heedy  attendance  ?  However,  their  care 
and  intentiveness  is  truly  commendable :  they  came  to  comfort 
her ;  they  do  what  they  came  for.  It  contents  them  not,  to  sit 
still  and  chat  within  doors,  but  they  wait  on  her  at  all  turns.  Per- 
tarbations  of  mind  are  diseases.  Good  keepers  do  not  only  tend 
the  patient  in  bed,  but  when  he  sits  up,  when  he  tries  to  walk :  aU 
his  motions  have  their  careful  assistance.  We  are  no  true  friends, 
if  our  endeavours  of  the  redress  of  distempers  in  them  we  love  be 
^t  assiduous  and  unweariable. 
It  was  but  a  loving  suspicion,  She  isgoJie  to  t/ie  grave ,  to  weep 
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f/iere.  They  t>'c]l  knew  how  apt  passionate  minds  ar6,  to  take  all 
oecasions  to  renew  their  sorrow,  ^very  object  aftects  them/ 
AVlien  she  saw  but  the  chamber  of  her  dead  brother,  straight  she 
thinks,  **  There  I^zarus  was  wont  to  lie/*  and  then  she  wept 
afresh ;  when  the  taWc,  **  There  Lazarus  was  wont  to  sit,"  and 
then  new  tears  arise;"  when  the  garden,  *^  There  Lazarus  had 
wont  to  walk,"  and  now  again  she  w<ie])s.  How  •  much  more  do 
these  friends  suppose  the  ]>assi<>ns  would  be  stirred  with  the  sight 
of  the  grave,  wlien  she  must  needs  think,  "  There  is  Lazarus!" 
O  Saviour,  if  the  place  of  the  very  dead  corpse  of  our  friend  have 
power  to  draw  our  hearts  thither  and  to  affect  us  more  deeply, 
bow  should  our  hearts  be  drawn  to  and  a  fleeted  with  lieaven,  where 
thou  sittest  at  the  right  hand  of  thy  Father !  There,  O  thou 
which  wert  dead  ami  art  alive ^  is  thy  body  and  thy  soul  present, 
and  united  to  thy  glorious  Deity.  Thither,  O  thitnei*  let  our  ac- 
cess be :  not  to  mourn  there,  wliere  is  no  pllace  for  sorrow ;  but  ta 
rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  glorious,  and  more  and  more  to 
long  for  that  thy  beatifical  presence. 

Their  indulgent  love  mistook  Mnry's  errand-  Their  thoughts, 
how  kind  soever,  were  much  too  low.  While  they  supposed  she 
went  to  a  dead  brother,  she  went  to  a  Livini?  Saviour.  The  world 
hath  other  conceits  of  the  actions  and  carriage  of-  the  regenerate, 
•  than  are  truly  intended  ;  setting  such  constructions  upon  them,  as 
their  own  carnal  reason  suggests.  They-thint  them  dying,  ithen 
behold  they  live  ;  sorrowful,  when  they  are  always  rejoicmg ;  poor, 
while  they  make  many  rich.x  How  justly  do  we  appeal  from  theni, 
as  incompetent  judges  ;  and  pity  those  misintei-pretations,  which 
we  cannot  avoid  ! 

Both  the  sisters  met  Christ ;  not  both  irf  one  posture  :  Mary  is 
still  noted,  as  for  more  passion^  so  for  more  devotion  ;  she,  that  l)e- 
fore  sate  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  now  falls  at  his  feet.  That  presence 
bad  wont  to  be  familiar  to  her,  and  not  without  some  outward 
homeliness  ;  now  it  fetches  her  upon  her  knees,  in  ai^  awful  venera- 
tion :  whether  out  of  a  reverend  acknowledgment  of  thef  secret' 
excellency  and  power  of  Christ ;  or  out  of  a  dumb  intimation  of 
that  suit  coneerning  her  dead  brother,'  which  she  was  afiraid  to 
utter.  The  very  gesture  itself  was  supplicatory.  What  posi- 
tion of  body  can  be  so  fit  for  us,  when  we  make  our  address  to  our 
Saviour  ?  It  is  an  irreligious  unmannerliness,  for  us  to  go  less. 
Where  the  heart  is  aflected  with  an  awful  acknowledgment  of  Ma- 
jesty, the  body  cannot  but  bow. 

Even  before  all  her  neighbours  of  Jerusalem,  doth  Mary  thus  fcll 
down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  So  many  witnesses  as  she  had,  so  many 
spies  she  had  of  that  forbidden  observance.  It  was  no  less  than 
excommunication,  for  any  body  to  confess  him:  yet  good  Mary, 
not  fearin?  the  informations  that  might  be  given  by  those  Jewish 
gossips,  adores  him ;  and,  in  her  silent  gesture,  says,  as  much 
as  her  sister  had  spoken  before,  Thou  art  the  Christy  the 
Son  of  God,  Those,  that  would  give  Christ  his  right,  must  not 
stand  upon  scrupulous  fears.     Arc  we  naturally  timorous  r    Why 
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do  we  not-  fear  the  tleiiinjiy  the  exclusion  of  the  '  Alaxighty  ?  Jf^ttA^ 
Qut^  shall  bt  the  fearfuL 

Her  humtjle  prosftration'  is  seconded  by  a  lamentable  complaiot ; 
Lord,  if  IhoU  hadst  been  Ac/r,  my  brother  had  not  died.  The  sis- 
ters are  botli  in  one  uiihd  ;  b<^  in  one  speech ;  and  both  of  them, 
in  cue  speech,  bewray  both  strength  and  infirmity :  strength  of 
faitb^  in  ascrib'mg  so  nmch  power  to  Christ,  that  his  presence  could 
preserve  froin  death;  infirmity,  in  supposing  the  necessity  of  a 
presence  for  tliii?  purpose.  Why,  Mary,  could  not  thine  Omnipo- 
tent Saviour,  as  wejt  m  absence  Iiave  commanded  Lazarus  to  live  f 
Is  1  lis  Immi  so  short,  tliat  lie  can  do  nothing  but  by  contaction? 
If  bis  power  were  iiuite,.ho\v  could  he  have  forbidden  the  seizure 
of  death  }  if  inUnite,  how  could  it  be  limited  to  place,  or  hindered 
by  dis(ai^^*e  i  It  is  a  weakness  of  faith,  to  measure  success  by 
inea.ns,  and  meaosby  presence,  and  to  tie  effects  to  both,  when  we* 
deal  with  an  Almighty  Agent,  iiohe  causes  work  within  tlieir 
own  sphere:  all  places  are  equally  near,  and  all  effects  equally 
easy  to  the  Infinite.  O  Saviour,  while  thou  now  sittest  glorious- 
ly in  heaven,  thou  dost  no  less  impart  thyself  unto  us,  than  if 
thoii  stoodst  visibly  by  us,  than  if  we.  stood  locally  by  thee:  no 
plaoe  can  make  difference  of  thy  virtue  and  aid. 

''Fhis  was  Mary's  ihoan:  no  motion,  no  request  sounded  from  her 
to  tier -Saviour.  Her  silent  suit  is  returned  with  a  mute  answer. 
No  notice  is  taken  of  her  error.  (>  that  marvellous  mercy,  that  con^ 
nivi^  at  our  faulty  iiifirmities!  All  the  reply  that  I  hear  of  is,  a 
compassionate  groan  within  himself.  O  Blessed  Jesu,  thou,  that 
wert  free  from  all  sin,  wouldst  not  be  free  from  strong  affections. 
Wisdom  and  holiness  should  want  much  work,  if  ev^n  vehement 
passions  might  not  be  quitted  from  oHence.  Mary  wept :  her  tears 
drew  on. tears  from  her  friends :  all  their  tears  united  drew  groans 
from  thee.  ,£ven  in  thy  heaven,  thou  dost,  no  less  pity  our  sor- 
rows. Thy  glory  is  free  from  groans,  but  abounds  with  compas- 
sion s^nd  mercy.  If  we  be  not  sparing  of  our  tears,  thou  canst  not 
be  insc^ible  of  pur  sorrows.  How  shall  we  imitate  thee,  if,  like 
our  looking*gl4ss,'vvedo  not. answer  tears,  and  weep  on  them  that 
wee^lupoHus? 

Lord,  thou  knewest,.  in  absence,  that  Lazarus  ^yas  dead;  and 
dost  thou  i^ot  know,  where  he  was  buried  ?  Surely,  thou  wert  fur^ 
ther  off,  wtieu  thou  sawest  arid,  reportedst  hisdeatli,  than  thou  wert 
from  the  grave  thou  inquiredst  or.  I'hou,  that  knewestail  things,- 
yiet  aske^t  Nl^liat  tbour  knowest,  Where  have  ye  laid  him  ?  Notout 
of  need,  but  pat  of  will ;  that  as  in  thy  sorro^r,  so  in  thy  oues- 
tiou,  tiiou  iQig}i^.t  depress  thyself  in  the  opinion  of  the  bebotders 
tor  the  time,  that  the  glory  of.  thine  instant  miracle  might  be  the 
greater,,  the  less  it  was  cTcp^ted.  It  had  been  all  one  to  thy  Om- 
nipotence,  to  liave  made  a  new.  Lazarus  out  of  nothing ;  or,  in 
that  remoteness,  to  have  commanded  Lazarus,  wheresoever  he  was, 
to  couie  foitli :  but  thou  wert  neitiier  wiUing  to  work  more  miracle 
ihan  was  requisite,  nor  yet  unw^iiling  to  fix  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple upop  the  expectatioa  of;  some  maryellous  thing,  that  thou 
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meantest  to  trork;  and.  therefore  aakest,   Wkefe  June  y&u  UU 
him?  ' 

Tbey  are  not  more  glad  of  the  question,  than  ready  for  the 
answer ;  Come^  and  9ee.  It  was  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  as  like* 
wise  of  those  Egyptians  among  whom  they  bad  sqjounied,  to  by 
up  the  dead  bodies  of  their  friends  with  great  respect.  More  cost 
a«s  wout  to  be  bestowed  on  some  of  their  ffraves,  than  on  their 
bouses.  As  neither  ashamed  then,  nor  unwilling,  to  shew  the  de- 
cency of  their  se^ultmre,  tfaey  say,  Come,  and  ser.  More  mm 
bope4  for  from  Christ,  than  a  mere  view.  Tbey  meant  and  ex* 
pected,  that  his  eye  should  draw  him  onto  some  further  action.  0 
Sariour,  while  we  desire  our  spiritual  resuscitation,  how  should  we 
labour,  to  bring  thee  to  our  grave !  how  should  we  lay  open  our 
deadoess  before  thee,  and  bewray  to  thee  our  impotence  and  sense- 
lessness! Come,  Lord,  and  see  what  a  miserable  carcase  I  am; 
amd,  by  thepower  ofthy  mercy,  raise  me  (irom  the  state  of  my  cor« 
niption. 

Never  was  our  Saviour  more  submissively  detected  than  now, 
immediately  before  he  would  approve  and  exalt  me  Mqesty  of  his 
Godhead.  To  his  groans  and  inward  grief,  he  adds  his  tears. 
Anon,  they  shall  confess  him  a  God :  these  expressions  of  passions 
shall  onwards  evince  him  to  be  a  man. 

The  Jews  construe  this  well ;  See  hew  he  Uroed  him.  Never  di<t 
any  thing  but  love  fetch  tears  from  Christ,  fiat  they  A6  feoBy 
misconstrue  Christ  in  the  other;  Could  not  Ae,  that  opened  theeyet 
^  kim  that  was  bom  blinds  have  earned  that  even  this  man  ihmi 
f9Qt  have  died  f  Yes,  know  ye,  O  vain  and  importune  quesdoa- 
ists,  that  he  could  have  done  it  with  ease.  To  open  the  ev«  of 
a  man  bom  blind  was  more,  than  to  keep  a  sick  man  firom  oyiag: 
tfait  were  but  to  uphold  and  maintain  nature  from  decaying ;  uk 
were  to  create  a  new  sense,  and  to  restore  a  deficiency  in  natoe. 
To  make  an  eye  was  no  v^t  less  difficult,  than  to  inake  a  nvi: 
he,  that  could  do  the  greater,  might  well  have  done  the  less.  Te 
shall  soon  see  this  was  not  for  want  of  power.  Had  ye  sai^t 
''  Why  would  he  not  ?  Why  did  he  not  ?**  the  queotiou  bad  beea 
fairer,  and  the  answer  no  less  easy ;  For  hia  own  greater  gloiy* 
Little  do  ye  know  the  drift,  whedier  of  God*a  actsi  or  delays ;  aod 
ye  know  as  mach^  as  you  are  worthy.  Let  it  be  aufficieat  for  yeOy 
to  understand,  that  he,  who  can  do  all  things,  will  do  that,  vluch 
shall  be  most  for  hia  own  honour. 

It  is  not  improbable^  that  Jesus,  who  before  groaned  in  Vintm 
for  compassion  of  their  tears,  now  groaaed  for  their  increduU^* 
Nothing  could  so  much  affict  the  Saviour  of  Men,  om  the  <>d*^ 
4nen.  Could  their  external  wrongs  to  bis  body  have  been  sefiarated 
from  offence  againat  his  Divine  Person,  their  scomfid  indigmtia 
had  not  so  much  a6Fdcted  him.  No  injury  goes  so  deep,  as  oor 
spiritual  provocations  of  our  God.  Wretched  men  !  way  ^^^^^ 
we  grieve  the  good  Spirit  of  God  in  us  ?  Why  should  we  mako 
him  groan  for  us,  that  died  to  redeom  us } 

.  With  these  groans,  O  Saviour,  thou  earnest  to  the  grave  of  I> 
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2ant9.'    The  door  of  that  house  of  death  was  strong  and  itnpene^ 
trable.     Thy  first  word  was,  Take  away  the  stone.     O  weak  be- 

{ inning  of  a  mighty  miracle  !  If  thou  meantest  to  raise  the  dead, 
ow  much  more  easy  had  it  been  for  thee  to  remove  the  grave- 
stone !  One  {^rain  of  faith' in  thy  very  disciples  was  enough  to  re- 
move mountains ;  and  dost  thou  say.  Take  away  the  stone  f  I  wis, 
there  was  a  greater  weight,  that  lay  upon  the  body  of  Lazarus^ 
than  the  stone  of  his  tomb ;  the  weight  of  death  and  corruption : 
a  thousand  rocks  and  hills  were  not  so  heavy  a  load  as  this  alone : 
why  tlien  dost  thou  stick  at  this  shovelfull  ?  Yea,  how  easy  had  it 
been  for  thee,  to  have  brought  up  the  body  of  Lazarus  through 
the  stone,  by  causing  that  marble  to  give  way  by  a  sudden  rare- 
faction !  But  thou  thoughtest  best,  to  make  use  of  their  hands  ra* 
ther ;  whether  for  their  own  more  full  conviction ;  for  had  the 
stone  been  taken  away  by  thy  followers,  and  Lazarus  thereupon 
walked  forth,  this  might  have  appeared  to  thy  malignant  enemies, 
to  have  been  a  set  match  betwixt  thee,  the  disciples,  and  Lazarus  : 
or  whether  for  the  exercise  of  our  faith,  that  thou  mightest  teach^ 
us  to  trust  thee  under  contrary  appearances. 

Thy  command  to  remove  the  stone  seemed  to  ar^ue  an  impo- 
tence :  straight,  that  seeming  weakness  breaks  forth  mto  an  act  of 
Omnipotent  power.  The  homeHest  shows  of  thy  human  infirmity 
are  ever  seconded  with  some  mighty  proofs  of  thy  Godhead ;  and 
thy  miracle  is  so  .much  more  wondered  at,  by  how  much  it  was 
less  expected. 

It  was  ever  thy  just  will,  that  we  should  do  what  we  niay.  To 
remove  the  stone,  or  to  untie  the  napkin,  was  in  their  power ;  this, 
they  must  do :  to  raise  the  dead  was  out  of  their  power ;  this, 
therefore,  thou  wilt  do  alone.  Our  hands  must  do  tneir  utmost, 
ere  thou  wilt  put  to  thine. 

O  Saviour,  we  are  all  dead  and  buried  in  the  grave  of  our  sin- 
ful nature.  The  stone  of  obstination  must  be  taken  away  from  our 
hearts,  ere  we  can  hear  thy  reviving  voice  :  we  can  no  more  re- 
move  this  stonei^  than  dead  Lazarus  could  remove  his  i  we  can  add 
more  weight  to  our  graves.  O  let  thy  faithful  agents,  by  the  power 
of  thy  Law  and  tlie  grace  of  thy  Gk)spel  take  off  the  stone,  that 
thy  voice  may  enter  into  the  grave  of  miserable  corruption. 

Was  it  a  modest  kind  of  mannerliness  in  Maitfaa,  that  she  would 
not  have  Christ  annoyed  with  the  ill  scent  of  that  stale  carcase  f 
or  was  it  out  of  distrust  of  reparation,  since  her  brother  had  passed 
all  the  degrees  of  corruption,  that  she  says.  Lord,  by  this  time  he 
stinkethy  for  he  hath  been  dead  four  days  ?  He,  that  understood 
bearts,  found  somewhat  amiss  in  that  intimation.  His  answer  had 
not  endeavoured  to  rectify  that,  which  was  utterly  faultless.  I  fear, 
the  good  woman  meant  to  object  this,  as  a  likely  obstacle  to  any 
further  purposes  or  proceedings  of  Christ.  Weak  faith  is  still  apt 
to  lay  blocks  of  difficulties,  in  the  way  of  the  great  works  of  God. 
,  Four  days  were  enough  to  make  any  corpse  noisome.  Death  it- 
^If  is  not  unsavoury  j  mumediately  upon  dissolution,  the  body  re- 
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tains  the  wbnte3  sweetness :  it  is  the  continuance  under  deaths  that 
is  thus  offensive.  Neither  is  it  othierwise  in  our  spiritual  condi- 
tion :  the  longer  ivc  lie  under  our  siii,  the  more  rotten  and  corrupt 
we  are.  He,  who  upon  the  fresh  commission  of  his  sin  recoven 
himself  b}^  a  speedy  repentance,  yields  no  ill  scent  to  the  nostrils 
bf  the  Almighty.  The  candle,  that  is  presently  blown  in  again, 
offends  not :  it  is  the  snuff,  which  continues  choked  with  its  onu 
moisture,  that  sends  up  unwholesome  and  odious  fumes.  Q, Sa- 
viour, thou  wouldst  yield  to  death,  thou  wouldst  not  yieW  to  cor- 
ruption: ere  the  fourth  day,  thou  wert  risen  again.  I  cannot. but 
receive  many  deadly  foils ;  but  oh,  do  thoU  raise  me  up  again, 
ere  I  shall  pass  the  degrees  of  rottenness  in  my  sins  and  trespasses. 

They,  that  laid  their  hands  to  the  stone,  doubtless  held  now  stifl 
awhile  ;  and  looked  one  while  t)n  Christ,  another  while  upon  Mar- 
tha, to  hear  what  issue  of  resolution  would  follow  upon  so  inoipor- 
lant  an  objection:  when  they  find  a  li^ht  touch  of  taxation  to 
Martha,  Said  not  I  to  ikee,  that  if  tnou  woiildst  believe^  thou 
shouldsi  see  the  glory  of  God?  That  holy  woman  had  before  pro- 
fessed her  belief,  as  Chirist  had  professed  his  m-eat  intentions ;'  both 
weVe  now  forgotten  :  and  now  our  Saviour  is  fiin  to  revive,  botii 
her  memory  arid  faith ;  Said  not  I  to  thee  ?  The  best  of  all  saints 
are  subject  to  fits  of  unbelief  and  oblivion  ;  the  only  remedy 
whereof  must  be  the  inculcation  of  God's  nierciful  frt-omiscs  of 
their  relief  and  suppoirtation.  O  God,  if  thou  hast  said  it,  I  date 
Jbdieve ;  I  'dare  cast  my  soul  upon  the  belief  of  fev^ry  word  of 
thinei  Faithful  art  inoiiy  which  hast  promised^  who  wilt  also 
ao  it. 

In  spite  of  all  the  unjust  discouragements  of  nature,  ive  must 
obey  Cnrist's  cominand.  Whatever  Martha  suggests,  th6y  remove 
Jthe  stone  ;  and  may  now  see  and  smell  him  dead,  whom  CTiey  shall 
5oon  see  revived.  The  scent  of  the  corpse  is  not  so  unpleasioff  to 
them,  as  the  perfume  of  their  obedience*  is  sweet  to  Christ.  And 
now,  when  all  impediments  are  removed,  and  all  hearts  ready  for 
the  work,  our  Saviour  addresses  to  the  miracle. 

His  eyes  begin  ;  they  are  lift  up  to  heaven.  It  was  the  malicious 
mis-suggestiou  of  his  enemies,  that  he  looked  down  to  Beelzebub: 
the  beholders  sluiU  now  see,  whence  he  expects  and  derives  his 
power;  and  shall  by  him  learn,  whence  to  expect  and  hope  for 
all  success.  The  heart  and  the  eye  must  go  together.  He,  that 
'would  have  ought  to  do  with  God,  must  be  sequestered  and  liftea 
up  from  earth. 

His  tongue  seconds  his  eye ;  Father.  Nothing  more  stuck  In 
the  stomach  of  the  Jews,  than  that  Christ  called  himself  tlie  Sofirf 
^God  :  this  was  imputed  to  him  for  a  blaspliemy,  worthy  of  stores. 
How  seasonably  is  this  word  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  tliese  Jens, 
ifi  whose  sight  he  will  be  presently  approved  so !  How  can  ye  now, 
O  ye  cavillers,  except  at  that  title,  which  ye  shall  see  irreri'ngaWv 
^iustilied?  Well  may  he  call  God  Father,  that  can  raise  the  dead 
out  of  the  gVave.  In  vain  shall  ye  snarl  iit  tlie  style,  when  ye  anJ 
convinced  of  the  effect. 
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I  bear  of  no  pray er^  but  a  thanks  for  bearing*  While  Umi 
saidat  nothing,  O  Saviour,  faovr  doth  thy  Father  bear  thee  f  Wb$ 
it  not  with  thy  Father  and  thee,  as  it  was  with  thee  ai^d  Moses  i 
ThoQ  saidst,  Lei  me  tdoue  MasgSy  wheo  he  spake  not*  Thy  will 
was  thy  praver.  Words  express  our  hearts  to  men ;  thoughts,  to 
God.  Well  didst  thou  know,  out  of  the  seifsam^ness  of  my  wiji 
with  thy  Father's,  that,  if  thou  didst  but  think  in  thy  heart  that 
Lazarus  should  rise,  he  was  .now  raised.  It  was  not  for  thee  to 
pray  vocally  and  audibly,  lest  those  captious  hearers  should  say, 
tboa  didst  all  by  entreaty,  nothing  by  power.  Thy  tjbaoks  oveir- 
take  thy  desires ;  ours  require  time  and  distance :  our  thanks 
arise  from  the  echo  of  our  pray<irs  resounding  from  heaven  to  our 
hearts ;  thoa,  because  thou  art  at  once  in  earth  and  heaven,  an4 
knowest  the  grant  to  be  of  equal  paces  with  the  request,  jno$t 
jusdy  thaukest  in  praying.  • 

Now  ye  cavilling  Jews  are  thinking  straight,  ^*  Is  there  such 
^stance  betwixt  the  Fatlier  and  the  Son  i  Is  it  so  rare  a  thing,  for 
the  Son  to  be  heard,  that  he  pours  out  his  thanks  for  it,  as  a  blesa* 
iog  unusual  i  Do  ye  not  now  see,  that  he,  who  made  your  heart, 
knows  it,  and  anticipates  your  fond  thoughts  with  the  same  breatb*? 
/  ineWf  thai  thou  hearest  me  always ;  but  I  said  this  for  their  sokes  p 
that  they  might  believe. 

Merciful  Saviour,  how  can  we  enough  admire  thy  goodness, 
who  makest  our  belief  the  scope  and  drut  of  thy  doctrine  and  ac* 
^tions !  Alas !  i^hat  wtfttbou  the  better,  if  they  believed  thee  sent 
from  God  ?  what  west  thou  the  worse,  if  they  beliejr^  it  noti 
Thy  perfection,  and  glory,  stands  not  upon  the  slippecy  terms  of 
oar  approbation  or  dislike ;  but  is  real  in  thyself,  and  that  infinite, 
«ritboat  possibility  of  our  increase  or  diminution.  We,  we  only, 
'•oe  they,  that  have  either  the  gain  or  loss,  in  thy  receipt  or  rejec- 
tion ;  yet  so  dost  thou  affect  our  belief,  as  if  it  were  more  tnine 
^vantage  than  ours. 

O  Saviour,  while  thou  spakest  to  tby  Father,  thou  Uftedst  up 
tkine  eyes :  now  thou  art  to  speak  unto  dead  Lazarus,  thou  liftedst 
up  thy  Toice,  and  criedst  aloud ^  Lazarus^  co^ne  forth.  Was  it,  that 
m  strength  of  the  voice  might  answer  to  the  strength  of  the  affec- 
-tion?  since  we.fiuntly  require,  what  we  care  not  to  obtain;  and 
vehemently  utter,  what  we  earnestly  desire.  Was  it,  that  the 
^preatuess  of  the  voice  might  answer  to  the  greatness  of  the  work  ? 
was  it,  tbat  the  hearers  might  be  witnesses  of  what  vrords  were 
^sed  in  so  miraculous  an  act ;  oo  magical  incantations,  but  autho- 
ritative and  Divine  commands  ?  Was  it,  to  signify  ihat  Lazaru^s 
^ul  was  called  from  far?  the  speech  must  be  loud,  that  shall  be 
heard  in  another  world.  Was  it,  in  relation  to  the  estate  of  the 
hody  of  Lazarus,  wboin'tbou  ha<kt  reported  to  sleep  ;  since  those, 
^t  are  in  a  deep  and  dead  sleep  cannot  be  awaked  without  a  loud 
<^  i  Or,  was  it,  in  a  representation  of  that  loud  voice  of  the  last  . 
^mpet,  which  shall  sound  into  all  graves,  and  raise  all  flesh  from 
their  duft.  Even  so  still.  Lord,  when  thou  wouldst  raise  a  soul 
from  the  death  of  sin  and  grave  of  corruption,  no  easy  voice  will 
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icrve.     Thy  strongest  commands,  thy  loudest  denunciaidons  of 

judgments,  the  shrillest  and  sweetest  promulgations  of  thy  mercies^ 

are  but  enough. 

How  familiar  a  word  is  this,  Lazarus^  ccme  forth  I  no  other, 
than  he  was  wont  to  use,  while  they  lived  together.     Neither  doth 

-he  say,  "  Lazarus,  revive ;"  but,  as  if  he  supposed  him  already 

•living,  LazaruSy  come  forth  :  to  let  them  know,  that  those,  wlio 
are  dead  to  us,  are  to  and  with  him  alive ;  yea  in  a  more  entire  and 

feeling  society,  than  while  they  carried  their  clay  about  theoL 

>Why  dolfcar  that  separation,  which  shall  more  unite  me  to  my 

•Saviour  ? 

Neither  was  the  word  more  familiar,  than  commanding ;  Laza* 
I'uSy  cofnie forth.  Here  is  no  suit  to  his  Father,  no  adjuration  to 
the  deceased,  but  a  flat  and  absolute  injunction.  Come  forth.  0 
Saviour,  that  is  the  voice,  that  I  slialtonce  bear  sounding  into  die 
bottom  of  my  grave,  and  raising  me  up  out  of  my  dust :  that  is 
the  voice,  that  shall  pierce  the  rocks,  and  divide  the  mountains, 
and  fetch  up  the  dead  out  of  the  lowest  deeps.  Thy  word  made 
all ;  thy  word  shall  repair  all.  Hence,  all  ye  diffident  fears;  he, 
whom  I  trust,  is  Omnipotent. 

f  It  was  the  Jewish  fasnion,  to  inwrap  the  corpse  in  linen^  to  tie 
the  hands  and  feet,  and  to  cover  the  face  of  tlie  dead.     The  Fall  of 

*man,  besides  weakne^,  brought  shame  upon  him :  ever  since, 
even  while  he  lives,  the  whole  body  is  covered  ;  but  the  face,  be^ 
cause  some  sparks  of  that  extinct  majesty  remain  there,  is  wont  ta 
he  left  open.  In  death,  all  those  poor  remainders  being  gone 
and  leaving  deformity  and  ghastliness  in  the  room  of  them,  the 
face  is  covered  also. 

There  lies  Lazarus,  bound  in  double  fetters.  One  Almk[to 
word  hath  loosed  both ;  and  now,  He^  that  was  houndj  camefirtk 
He,  whose  power  couid  not  be  hindered  by  the  chains  of  death, 
cannot  be  hindered  by  linen  bonds.  He,  that  gave  life,  gave  mo- 
tion, gave  direction.  He,  that  guided  the  soul  of  Lazarus  intothe 
body,  ffuided  the  body  of  Lazarus  without  his  eyes,  moved  the 
feet  without  the  full  liberty  of  his  regular  paces.  No  doubt,  the 
santie  power  slackened  those  swathing-bands  of  death,  that  the  feet 
might  have  some  little  scope  to  move,  though  not  with  that  free- 
dom that  followed  after. 

Thou  didst  not  only,  O  Saviour,  raise  the  body  of  Lazarus,  but 
the  faith  of  the  beholders.  They  cannot  deny  him  dead,  ^/rfwn 
they  saw  rising.  They  see  the  signs  of  death,  with  the  proofs  of 
life.  Those  very  swathes  convinced  him  to  b&  the  man,  that  wis 
raised.  Thy  less  miracle  confirms  the  greater  :  both  confirm  the 
faith  of  the  beholders. 

O  clear  and  irrefmgablc  example  of  our  resuscitation  !  Sayooir, 
ye  shameless  Sadducees,  with  what  face  can  ye  deny  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  body,  when  ye  see  I^zarus,  after,  four-days'  death, 
rising  up  oiit  of  his  eravfe  ?  And  if  Lazarus  did  thus  start.up  at  tiie 
bleating  of  tins  Lamb  of  God,  th^t  was  now  every  day  preparing 
for  the  slaughtcr-house ;  how  sliall  the  dead  be  rousea.  up  out  of 
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their  grares,  by  the  roaring  of  that  glorious  and  immortal  Lion^ 
whose  voice  shall  shake  the  powers  of  heavcu,  and  move  the  very 
foundations  of  the  earth ! 

With  what  strange  amazedness^  do  we  think,  that  MaiUia  and 
Mary,  the  Jews  and  tlie  disciples,  looked  to  see-  Liizarus  come 
forth  in  his  winding-^eei,  shackled  with  his  linen  fetters,  and  walk 
towards  them !  Doubtless,  fear  and  horror  strove  in  them,  whether, 
should  be  for  the  time  more  predominant.  We  love  our  friends 
dearly  ;  but  to  see  them  again  after  their  known  death,  and  that  in 
the  very  robes  of  the  grave^  must  needs  set  up  the  hair  io  a  kiudf 
of  uncouth  rigour. 

And  now,  though  it  had  been  most  easy  for  him,  that  brake  th& 
adamantine  fetters  of  death,  to  have  broke  in  pieces  those  linen  li- 
gaments, wherewith  his  raised  Lazarus  was  encumbered  -,  yet  ha 
will  not  do  it  but  by  their  hands.  He,  that  saidy Hcmave  .ihe^ 
stonCf  said.  Loose  Lazarus,  He  will  not  have  us  expect  his  im* 
mediate  help  in  that,  we  can  do  for  ourselves.  It  is  both  a  \a.zu 
Dess  and  a  presumptuous  tempting  of  God,  to  look  for  an  extra-, 
ordinary  and  supernatural  help  from  God,  where  he  hath  enabled 
us  with  common  aid.  v  « 

What  strange  salutations  do  we  think  there  were,  betwixt  Laza- 
rus and  Christ  that  had  raised  him ;  betwixt  Lazarus  apd  his  >isters 
and  neighbours  and  friends !  what  amazed  looks  I  what  unusual 
compliments !  For  Lazarus  was  himself  at  once :  here  was  no  lei- 
sure of  degrees  to  reduce  liini  to  his  wonted  [)erfcction  ;  neither 
did  he  stay  to  rub  his  eyes,  and  stretch  his  benumbed  limbs,  not 
take  time  to  put  off  that  dead  sleep  wherewith  he  liad  been  seized; 
but,  instantly,  he  is  both  alive,  and  fresh,  and  vigorous :  if  they 
do  but  let  him  go,  he  walks  so  as  if  he  had  ailed  nothing  ;  and  re- 
ceivi^s  and  gives  mutual  gratulations.  I  leave  tlieui,  entertaining 
.each  other  with  elad  embraces,  with  discourses  of  reciprocal  admi- 
ration, with  praises  and  adorations  of  that  God  and  Saviour  that 
had  fetched  him  hito  life.  Joh?i  xi 
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Never  did  our  f^viour  take  so  much  state  upon  himt  as  novy,  th^t 
he  was  going  towards  his  Passion  :  other  journies  he  measured  op 
foot,  without  noise  or  train  ;  this,  with  a  princely  equijiiige  and 
loud  acclamation.  Wherein  yet, '  O  Saviour,  whether  shall  i  more 
wonder  at  thy  Majesty,  or  thine  Humility  :  that  Divine  Majesty, 
which  lay  hid  under  so  humble  appearance  ;  or  that  sincere  Humir 
lity,  which  veiled  so  great  a  glory  ? 

Thou,  O  Lord,  whose  chariots  are  twenty  thousand^  even  thou* 
iands  of  angels^  woujdst  make  choice  of  the  silliest  of  beasts  to 
wry  thee,  in. thy  last  und  Royal  Process.  How  well  is  thy  birth 
suited  with  thy  triuio^h  !  Eyen  that  very  ass,  whereoji  thou  rodest, 
was  prophesied  af ;  nettber  couldst  thou  have  ma4e  up  those  vati- 
cal  predictions,  without  this  coaycyance.  O  glorious^  and  yet 
homely  pomp !  .        '     .    . 
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Thou  ^ouW^t  not  !o^  dught  6f  thy  right ;  thdti,  that  Watt  a 
King,  wDuldst  be  proclainlecFso*.  but,  that  it  might  appear  thy 
kingdom  was  not  of  this  worid,  thou,  that  couTdst  have  coni- 
manded  all  worldW  magnificence,  thoughtest  fit  to  abandctti  it. 

Instead  of  the  kings  of  the  eatrth,  who,  reigtiirrgby  thee,  might 
have  been  employed  in  thine  attendatice,  the  people  are  thy  he- 
raids.  Their  nomely  garments  are  thy  footdoth  and  carpels ;  their 
green  boughs,  the  strewings  of  thy  ^y.  Those  paimsj  which 
^ere  wont  to  bfe  borne  in  the  hands  bf  them  that  triumph,  are 
Strewed  under  the'  fbel  of  thv-  beast,  ft  was  thy  gteatne^  and  ho- 
nour,  tp  contemn  those  glories,  whichworldly  n^ris^frere  worttto 
admire. '         ' 

\  Justly  did  khy  fbllo\Vers  ht)ld  th^  befet  otnameifits  of  the  earth 
worthy  bf  no  better,  than  thy  breading  uptn  ;  neithef  could  they 
ever  account  their  garments  so  rich,  as  Vrtien  they  had  been 
trampled  upon  by  thv  carria^.  How  happily,  did  they  think  their 
backs  disrobed  tot  xhy  way  1  How  gladly,  did-^thw  spend  their 
^reath  iii  acclaiming  thee  !  Hosanm  to  the  Son  Sf  D^ik :  BUsMi 
is  hCy  that  cometh  in  the  nrtrhe  cf  the  Lord.^  Whete  how  are  the 
great  masters  of  the  synagogue,  that  had  ehabtcd  the  tjection  rf 
tiWiosbeVcr  Should  cbnfejs  Jestis  to  be  the  Christ  ?  Lo  here  bold  and 
UndauntiBd  clients  cif  thS  Messiah,  that  dare  proclaim  Wm  in  tb* 
Jjublic  road,  in  the  open  streets.  In  vain  shall  the  impotent  ene*. 
hiies  of  Christ  hope  t6  suppress  his  glory :  as  soon  shaH  they  with 
their  hand  hide  the  ftice  bf^the  sun  from  shinrng  to  the  world,  nS 
withhold  the  beams  of  his  Divinte  truth  frt>m  the  eyes  of  men  b^ 
their  ertVious  opposition.  In  spite  of  all  Jewish  malignity,  his 
kingdom  is  confessed,  applauded,  blessfed.  O  thou  fairet  than 
the  children  of  merij  in  tnu  Majesty  ride  on  prosper mtslyy  becaM 
of  truth  and  meekness  and  righteousness :  and  thy  right  hand  s/uM 
teach  thee  terrible  things. 

In  this  princely,  and  yet  poor  and  despicable  pomp,  doth  out 
Saviour  eftter  the  famous  city  of.  Jerusalem  ;  Jerusalem,  noted  <rf 
old  for  the  seat  of  kings,  pfiests,  prophets :  of  kings,  for  there 
was  the  throne  of  David ;  ot  priests,  for  there  was  the  temple ;  of 
prophets,  for  there  they  delivered  their  errands,  and  left  tjieif 
olood.  Neither  know  F,  whether  it  were  more  wonder  for  a  prophet 
to  perish  out  of  Jerusalem,  or  to  be  Kife  there.  Thither  woaM 
Jesus  come  as  a  King,  as  a  Priest,  as  a  Prophet :  acclaimed,  «  » 
King  ;  teaching  the  people,  and  foretelling  the  woeful  vastation  rf 
it,  as  a  Prophet ;  and,  as  a  Priest,  taking  possession  of  bis  tem- 
ple, and  vindicating  it  from  the  foul  profanations  of  JewiA 
sacrileije. 

Oft  before  had  he  come  to  Jerusalem,  withwit  any  temartebic 
change,  because  without  anv  semblance  of  state  j  now,  that  Ite 
gives  some  litde  glimpse  of  his  royalty-,  /A*  fxfhole  eiiy  wu  fn»oei. 
When  the  Sages  df  tlieEast  brought  the  hr^nlsws  bfthfe  King  of  the 
Jews,  Herod  was  trauhled^and  all- Jerusalem  *irt  Aim ;  and  aow, 
that  the  -King  t)f  the  Jews  comes  Wnraeff ,  l^iough  in  so  mean  *^P^» 
there  is  a  new  commotion,.     The  silence,  and  obscurity,  of  Qiriit 
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never  troubles  the  world  \  he  may  be  an  un^erliDg,  without  any 
stir :  but  if  be  do  bat  put  forth  himself  never  so  litjtle  to  bear  tfie 
least  swjiy  amongst  men,  now  their  blood  is  up  ;  the  whole  city  is 
moved.  Neither  is'  it  otherwise  in  the  private  oeconomy  of  the  ' 
soul.  O  Saviour,  while  thqu  dost,  as  it  were,  hide  thyself,  aiid  lie 
still  in  the  heart,  and  takcst  all  terms  contentedly  froin  us,  we  en- 
tertain thee  with  no  other  than  a  friendly  welcome ;  but  wfien  thou 
once  bcginnest  to  ruffle  with  our  corruptions,  ,and  to  exercise  thy 
spiritual  power  in  the  subjugation  of  our  vile  affections,  now  all  is 
in  a  secret  uproar,  all  the  an^es  of  the  lieart  are  moved. 

Althbughy  doubtless,  this  commotion  was  not  so  much  of  tumultj 
as  of  wonder.  As  when  some  uncout'i  sight  presents  itself  in  a  po- 
pulous street,  men  run,  and  gaze,  and  throng,  and  inquire  ;  the 
lect,  the  tongue,  the  eyes  walk  ;  one  spectator  draws  on  another, 
pne  asks  and  presses  another ;  the  noise  increases  with  the  con* 
course,  each  helps  to  stir  up  others' expectation  :  such  was  this  of 
Jerusaleo). 

What  means  this  strangeness  ?  Was  not  Jerusalem  the  Spouse  of 
Christ  ?  iiad  he  not  chosen  her  out  of  all  the  eartli  ?  Had  he  not 
begotten  many  children  of  her,  as  the  pledges  of  their  love  ?  How 
justly  mayest  thou  now,  Q  Saviour,  complain,  with  that  mirror  of 
patience,  Mjf  breath  was  graw?i  strange  to  my  own  wifcy  though  I 
untreated  her  for  the  children's  sake  of  my  own  body  !  Even  of  tliee 
;  is  that  fulfilled,  which  thy  chosen  vessel  said  of  tliy  ministers^ 
yhou  art  7nade  a  gazinff'Stock  to  the  world ^  to  angels^  afid  to  men, 

-As  all  the  world  was  bound  to  thee  for  thy  Incarnation  and  resi- 
dence upon  the' face  of  the  earth,  so  especially  Jndea,  to  whose 
limits  thou  corifinedst  thyself ;  and  therein,  above  all  the  rest,  three 
cities,  Nazareth,  Capernaum,  Jeru^lenr,  on  whoo)  thou  bestow- 
edst  the  most  time,  and  cost  of  preacjiing,  and  miraculous  works. 
Yet  in  all  three,  thou  rcceived:>t,  not  strange  entertainment  only, 
but  hostile.  In  >Jazareth,  they  would  have  cast  tliee  down  head^ 
long  from  the  mount :  in  Capernaum,  they  would  have  bound 
tliee  :  in  Jerusalem,  they  cruciticd  thee  at  last,  and  now  arc  amazed 
at  thy  presence.  Those  places  and  persons,  thai  have  the  greatest 
helps  and  privileges  afforded  to  them,  are  not  always  the  fnost  an- 
swerable, in  the  return  of  their  thankfulness.  Christ's  being 
amongst  us  doth  not  make  us  happy,  but  his  welcome.  Every  day 
may  we  hear  him  in  our  streets,  and  yet  be  as  new  to  seek  as  these 
citizens  of  Jerusiilem ;  JVho  is  this  ^ 

Was  it  a  question  of  applause,  or  of  contempt,  or  of  ignorance? 
Applause,  01  his  abettors ;  contempt,  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharr- 
sees  ;  ighCLcafice,  of  the  n^nititude  ?  Surely,  his  abettors  had  not 
been  moved  at  this  sight ;  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  bad  rather  en- 
vied than  contedined  :  the  multitude,  doubtless,  inquired  seriously, 
<>ut  of  a  desire  of  information.  Not  that  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem 
knew  not  Christ,  who  was  so  ordinary  a  guest,  so  noted  a  Prophet 
amongst  them.  Questionless,  this  question  was  asked  of  that  part 
of  the  train,  which  went  before  this  triumph,  while  our  Saviour 
was  oot  yet  ju^  »ight,  which  ere-lonsg  ^^^  presence  liad  resolved.    It 
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had  been  their  duty  to  have  known,  to  have  attended  Christ,  yea 
to  have  published  bim  to  others :  since  this  is  not  done,  it  is  well 
yet  that  they  spend  their  breath  in  an  inquiry.  No  doubt,  there 
were  many,  that  would  not  so  much  as  leave  their  shop-board,  and 
step  to  their  doors  or  their  windows,  to  say,  fVho  is  this'?  as  not 
thinking  it  could  concern  them  wl^  passedf  by,  while  they  might 
sit  still.  Those  Greeks  were  in  some  way  to  good,  that  could  say 
to  Philip,  ?Fi?  would  see  Jesus,  O  Saviour,  thou  hast  been  so  long 
amongst  us,  that  it  is  our  just  shame,  if  we  know  thee  not.  If  we 
have  been  slack  hitherto,  let  our  zealous  inquiry  make  amends  for 
our  neglect.  Let  outward  pomp  and  worldly  glory  draw  the 
hearts  and  tongues  of  carnal  men  afier  them :  Oh  let  It  be  my  care 
and  happiness,  to  ask  after  nothing  but  thee. 

The  attending  disciples  could  not  be  to  seek  for  an  answer. 
Which  of  the  prophets  nave  not  put  it  into  their  mouths  ?  Who  is 
this  f.  Ask  Moses,  and  he  shall  tell  you ,  The  Seed  of  the  Woman  that 
shall  break  the  Serpenfs  head.  Ask  our  father  Jacob,  and  he  shall 
tell  you.  The  Shiloh  of  the  Tribe  of  Jtulah,  Ask  David,  and  he 
shall  tell  you,  The  King  of  Ghru,  Ask  Isaiah,  he  shall  tell  you, 
Immaniuly  Wonderful^  Comisetiory  The  Mighty  God^  The  Ever^ 
lasting  Father^  The  Prince  of  Peace.  Ask  Jeremiah,  and  he  shall 
tellyoiXf  The  Righteous  Branch.  Ask  Daniel,  be  shall  tell  you,  5nk 
Messiah.  Ask  John  the  Baptist,  be  shall  tell  you.  The  Lamb  (^ 
God.  If  ye  ask  the  God  of  the  Prophets,  he  hath  told  you,  T£s 
is  my  Beloved  Son^  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.  Yea,  if  all  these 
be  too  good  for  you  to  ponsult  with,  the  devils  themselves  have  been 
forced  to. say,  /  kfww  who  thou  art^  even  that  Holy  One  of  God, 
On  no  side,  hath  Christ  left  himself  without  a  testimony ;  and, 
accordingly,  the  multitude  here  have  their  answer  ready.  This  ii 
Jesus ^  the  Prophet  of  Nazareth  in  Galilee, 

Ye  undervalue  your  Master,  O  ye  well-meanitig  followers  of 
Christ:    A  Prophet?  yea y  more  than  a  Prophet?  John  Baptist 
was  so,  yet  was  but  the  harbinger  of  this  Messiah.     This  was  that 
God,,  by  wliom  the  prophets  were  both  sent  and  inspired.    0/ 
Nazareth f  say  you  ?  ye  mistake  him  :  Bethlehem  was. the  place  of 
his  birth,  the  proof  of  his  tribe,  the  evidence  of  his  Messiahsbip. 
If  Nazareth  were  honoured  by  his  preaching,  there  was  no  reason 
he  should  be  dishonoured  by  Nazareth.     No  doubt,  he,  whom  you 
confessed^  pardoned  the  error  of  your  confession.     Ye  spake  but 
according  to  the  common  style  :  the  two  disciples,  in  their  walk  to 
Emmaus,  after  the  Death  and  Resurrection  of  Christ,  give  him  no 
other  title.     This  belief  passed  current  with  the  people  ;  and  thus 
high  even  the  vulgar  thoughts  could  then  rise  :  and,  no  doubt, 
even  thus  much  was  for  that  time  very  acceptable  to  the  Father  of 
Mercies.     If  we  make  profession   of  the  truth  according  to  ^^ 
knowledge,  though  there  be  much  imperfection  in  our  apprehen- 
sion and  delivery,  the  mercy  of  our  good  God  takes  it  well ;  not 
fudging  us  for  what  we  have  not,   but  accepting  us  in  what  we 
have.     Shouldst  thou,  O  God,  stand  strictly  upon  the  punctual 
degrees  of  knowledge,  howwid^  would  it  go  with  millions  of  soob' 
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for,  beside  much  error  in  many,  there  is  more  ignorance-  flut 
herein  do  we  justly  magnify  and  adOre  thy  goodness,  that,  where 
thou  findest  diligent  endeavour  of  better  information  matched  with 
ao  honest  simplicity  of  heart,  thou  passest  by  our  unwilling  de- 
fects, and  crownest  our  well-meant  confessions. 

But  oh  the  wonderful  hand  of  God,  in  the  carriage  of  this  whole 
business !  The  people  proclaimed  Christ  first  a  king  ;  and  now  they 
proclaim  him  a  prophet.  Why  did  not  the  Roman  bands  run  into 
arms,  upon  the  one  ?  why  did  not  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  and 
the  envious  Priestlioo  mutiny,  upon  the  other  ?  They  had  made 
decrees  against  him ;  they  had  laid  wait  for  him ;  yet  now  he 
^ses  in  state  through  their  streets,  acclaimed  both  a  King  and 
Prophet,  without  their  reluctation.  What  can  we  impute  this 
onto,  but  to  the  powerful  and  overruling  arm  of  his  Godhead  i 
He,  that  restrained  the  rage  of  Herod  and  his  courtiers  upon  th« 
first  news  of  a  King  born,  now  restrains  all  the  opposite  powers  of 
Jerusalem  from  litting  up  a  linger  against  this  last  and  public 
avouchment  of  the  Ilegal  and  Prophetical  OfKce  of  Christ,  when 
flesh  and  blood  have  done  their  worst,  they  can  be  but  such  as  h^ 
will  make  them.  If  the  legions  of  hell  combine  with  the  poten* 
tates  of  the  earth,  they  cannot  go  beyond  the  reach  of  their  tether: . 
whether  they  rise  or  sit  still,  they  sliall,  by  an  insensible  ordina- 
tion, perform  that  will  of  the  Almighty,  which  they  least  think  of^ 
and  most  oppose. 

With  this  humble  pomp  and  just  acclamation,  O  Saviour^  dost 
thou  pass  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  to  the  temple.  Thy 
Arst  walk  was  not  to  Herod's  palace,  or  to  the  market-places  cir 
burses  of  that  populous  city,  but  to  the  Temple ;  whether  it  were 
0|tt  of  duty,  or  out  of  need  :  as  a  good  son,  when  he  comes  from 
&r,  his  first  alighting  is  at  his  father^s  bouse ;  neither  would  he 
think  it  other  than  preposterous,  to  visit  strangers  before  his 
friends,  or  friends  berore  his  father.  Besides  that  the  temple  had 
more  use  of  thy  presence :  both  there  was  the  most  disorder, 
and  from  thence,  as  from  a  corrupt  spring,  it  issued  forth  into  all 
the  channels  of  Jerusalem.  A  wise  physician  iqnuires  first  into  tiic 
state  of  the  head,  heart,  liver,  stomach,  the  vital  and  chief  parts, 
ere  he  asks  after  the  petty  symptoms  of  the  meaner  and  less-con« 
ceming  members.  Surely,  all  good  or  evil  begins  at  the  Temple. 
If  God  have  there  his  own,  if  men  find  there  nothing  but  whole* 
some  instruction,  holy  example,  the  commonwealth  cannot  want 
some  happy  tincture  of  piety,  devotion,  sanctimony  ;  as  thatfra^ 
gnuit  perfume  from  Aaron's  head  sweetens  his  utmost  skirts.  Con. . 
trarily,,  the  distempers  of  the  temple  cannot  but  affect  the  secular 
state.  As  therefore  the  good  husbandman,  when  he  sees  the  loaves 
grow  yellow,  and  the  branches  unthriving,  looks  presently  to  tte 
rwt;  so  didst  thou,  O  Holy  Saviour,  upon  sight  of  the  aisordcrs 
spread  over  Jerusalem  and  J  udea,  address  thyself  to  the  rectifying 
of  the  Temple. 

No  sooner  is  Christ- alighted  at  the  gate  of  the  outer  coon  of  his 
r*ather^s  house,  than  he  rails  to  work.  Reformation  was  his  errand  : 


45S  CONTEMPI^TIOVS.  ^ 

tbit,  he  roundly  attempts.  That  holy  around  was  profaned  by  sa- 
crilegious  bartering^.  Within  the  thira  court  of  that  sacred  plaoei 
was  a  public  mait  held.  Here  was  a  throng  of  buj^ers  and  sellers ; 
though  not  of  all  commodities,  (the  Jews  were  not  so  irrdigiou^,] 
only  of  those  things^  which  were  for  the  use  of  i$acrifice.  The 
Israelites  came  many  of  them  from  afar :  it  wa«  no  less  from  Dan 
to  Beersheba,  than  the  &pace  of  a  hundred  and  threescore  miles; 
neither  could  it  be  withput  much  inconvenience  for  them  to  bring 
their  bullocks^  sheep,  goats,  lambs,  meal,  oil,  and  such  odier 
holy  provision  with  tbem  up  to  Jerusalem.  Order  was  taken  by 
tbe  priests,  th^  these  might  for  money  be  had  close  by  the  altiir ; 
to  the  eai^e  of  tbe  olTcrer,  and  the  benefit  of  tbe  seller,  and  perhaps 
no  di^ro&t  to  themselves.  The  pretence  was  fair ;  tlie  practice, 
unaaiterable.  Th^  great  Owner  of  the  Temple  comes,  to  vindi* 
cale  the  reputation  and,  rights  of  bis  own  House ;  and,  in  an  indig- 
nation at  that  so  foul  abuse,,  lays  fiercely  about  him ;  and,  widi 
bis  three-stringed  scourge,  whips  out  those  sacrilegious  chapmen, 
casts  down  ibeir  tables,  throws  away  their  baskets,  scatters  their 
beaps,  and  sends  ^ws^  their  customers  with  smart  and  horror. 
'  With  what  fear  and>stoiHshraent,  did  the  repining  offenders 
look  upon  so  unexpected  a  justicer  ;  while  their  conscience  lashed 
them  more  than  those  cords,  and  the  terror  of  that  meek  chastiser 
inore  afltrighded  them  than  his  blows  !  Is  this  that  mild  ai¥l  gentle 
Saviour, that  came  to  take  upon  him  our  stripes^  and  to  undergo^ 
^hmtisiCmeiUs  of  our  peace  f  Is  this  that  quiet  Lamb^  which  before 
his  shearers  opefieth  9Wt  his  mouth  ?  See  now,  how  his  eyes  sparkle 
with  holy  anger,  and  dart  forth  beams  of  indignation  in  the  facet 
pf  the^e  guilty  coUybists  :  see^  how  bis  lianas  deal  strokes  aa4 
rain  !  Yea,  thus,  thus  it  became  thee,  O  thou  gracious  lledeeiner 
of  Men,  to  let  the  world  see,  thou  hast  not  lost  thy  justice  in  tijr 
mercy  ^  that  there  is  not  more  lenity  in  thy  forbearances,  than 
rigour  in  thy  just  severity  ;  tliat  thou  canst  thunder,  as  well  as 
^bine. 

,  This  was  not  thy  first  act  of  this  kind.  At  the  entrance  of  tliv 
'  publip  work,  thou  began st  so,  as  thou  now  shuttest  up,  \sm 
putting  thy  house.  ,  Once  before,  had  these  oHfenders  been  whift 
out  of  Uiat  holy  place,  which  now  they  dare  again  defile.  Shame, 
and  ^mart,  is  not  enough  to  reclaim  obdured  offenders.  Gainful 
sins  are  not  easily  checked,  but  less  easily  maMered*  These  boid 
flies,  where  they  are  beaten  off,  will  alight  again.  Ht  that  is 
Jilthy  will  defilfhj/  stilL 

(ift  yet  hail  our  Saviour  been,  besides  this,  in  the  temple;  and 
txften  bad  seen  the  same  disorder :  he  doth  not  .think  .fit  to  ^ 
always  whipping.  It  was  enough,  thus  twice  to  admonish  aod 
chastise  them,  before  their  ruin.  That  God,  who  hates  «o 
Ikiwavsiy  will  not  chide  always,  and  strikes  more  seldopni  but  k 
^irouU  have  tliose  tew  strokes  per(>etual  monitors ;  and,  if  tboic 
prevail  iiot,  he  smites  but  once.  It  is  his  uniform  coarse,  first  oi^ 
wbiA ;  and^  if  that  s})eed  not,  then  the  swordL 

'I  bait£  is  A  Devejreoco  due  to  God's  house,  fgo:  tbe  Owaec's  ^f^ 
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for  the  seirice^s  sake.  Secular  and  profiane  actions  are  not  for  that 
sacred  roof;  much  less,  uncivil  and  beastly.  What,  but  holiness^ 
can  bccdnie  that  place,  which  is  the  Beauty  of  Holiness? 

The  fairest  pretences  cannot  bear  out  a  sin  with  Godl  Ncvet 
tould  there  be  mor^  plausible  colours  cast  upon  any  act ;  the  con* 
tctiience,  the  necessity  of  provisions  for  the  sacrifice :  yet,  through 
all  these,  do  the  fiery  eyes  of  our  Saviour  see  the*  foul  covetous*, 
tiess  of  the  priests,'  the  fraud  of  tlie  money-changers,  the  intoleia*. 
ble  abuse  ot  the  temple.  Common  eyes  may  be.clieated  urith  easy 
{>retexts  ;  but  he,  that  looks  through  the  heart  at  tlie  iace,  justly 
answers  our  apologies  with  scourges. 

None  but  the  hand  of  public  authority  m^t  reform  the  abuses 
of  the  temple.  If  all  be  out  of  course  there,  no  man  is  barred  fro]% 
sorrow:  the  grief  may  reach  to  all ;  the  power  of  reformation  ©nly 
to  those,  whom  it  concemeth.  It  was  but  a  just  question,  thoun 
Bl  propounded  to  Moses,  Who  made  thee  a  judge  or  a  rider  ?  we 
tnust  alt  imitate  the  zeal  of  our  Saviour  ;  we  may  not  imitate  bk 
correction.  If  we  strike  imcalled,  we  are  justiy  stricken  for'ctar 
arrogance,  for  our  presumption.-  A  tumultuary  remedy  may 
prove  a  medicine,  .worse  than  die  disease. 

HvX  what  shall  I  sav  of  so  sharp  and  imperious  an  act,  from  m 
meek  an  agent  ?  Why  didtiot  the  priests  and  Levites,  whose  this 
gain  partly  was,  abet  -^hese  money-changers,  and  make  head 
against  Christ  ?  Why  did  not  those  multitudes  of  men  stand  «pon 
w^MT  defence,  and  wrest  that  whip  out  of  the  hand  of  a  -seemingly- 
weak  and  unarmed  Prophet ;  but,  instead  thereof,  run  aiway  like 
sheep  from  bqfore  him,  not  daring  fo  abide  his  presence,  though 
his  hand  had  been  still  F  Surely,  had  these  men  been  so  many  ar- 
mies, yea,  so  many  legions  of  devils,  when  God  will  astonish  and 
chase  them,  they  cannot  have  the  power  to  stand  and  resi^.  Ho# 
easy  is  it  for  him,  that  made  the  heart,  to  pot  either  terror  or  coiir 
tage  into  it,  at  pleasure !  O  Saviour,  it  was  none  of  thy  least  mi- 
racles, that  thou  didst  thus  drive  out  a  world  of  able  bfiendera,  in 
«pite  of  their  gain  and  ^tomachf ul  resolutions :  their  very  profit  had 
no  power  to  stay  them  against  thy  frowns.  Who  hath  Resisted thf 
ixiiU?'  Men's  hearts  arc  not  their  own:  they  are,  they  mu^  be 
luch,  as  their  Maker  will  have  them.  Matmew,  iFsi, 
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When,  in  this  state,  our  Saviour  had  rode  through  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem,  that  evening  be  lodged  not  theue.  Wl«tlier  he  would 
&c5t,  that,  after  so  public  an  acclamation  of  the  people,  .he  .^mi^t 
avoid  all  suspicion  of  plots  or  popularity  ;  (even  unjust  jea)on«i«s 
must  be  shunned  ;  neither  is  there  less  wisdom  in  the  previi^iition, 
^an  in  tbe  reme^  of  evik :)  or  whether  he  could  not,  for  wantt>f 
An  invitation.  Hosanna  was  better  cheap  than  an  entertaia^ent '; 
^nd,  perhaps,  the  envy  of  so  stomached  a  reformation  discouragad 
^his  hodts.    How«irer,  he  goes  that  evening  suppeidess  «>at  of  Jem- 
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salem.  O  unthankful  citizens  !  Do  ye  thus  part  with  ymir  i\6  lesl 
meek,  than  glorious  King  i  His  title  was  not  more  proclaimed  in 
your  streets,  than  your  own  ingratitude.  If  he  have  purged  the 
temple,  yet  your  hearts  are  foul. 

There  is  no  wondtir,  in  men^s  unworthiness  ;  there  is  more  than 
wonder,  in  thy  mercy,  O  thou  Saviour  of  Men,  that  wouldst  yet 
return  thither,  where  thou  wert  so  palpably  disregarded.  If  they 
gave  thee  not  thy  supper,  fhou  givest  them  their  breakfast :  if  thoa 
mayest  not  spend  the  nieht  with  them,  thou  wilt  with  tliem  spend 
the  da^.  O  love  of  unthankful  souls,  not  discourageable  by  the 
most  nateful  indignities,  by  the  basest  repulses !  What  burden 
canst  thou  shrink  under,  whd  canst  bear  the  weight  of  in- 
gratitude? 

Thou,  that  givest  food  to  all  things  living,  art  thyself  hungry. 
Ma^a,  Mary,  and  Lazarus  kept  not  so  poor  a  house,  but  that 
thou  mightest  have  eaten  something  at  Bethany.  Whether  thy 
haste  outran  thine  appetite  ;  or  whether  on  purpose  thou  forbearest 
repast,  to  give  opportunity  to  thine  ensuing  miracle ;  I  neitlier 
ask,  nor  resolve.  This  was  not  the  first  time,  that  thou  wast  hun- 
gry. As  thou  wouldst  be  a  man,  so  thou  wouldst  suffer  those 
inArmities,  that  belong  to  humanity.  Thou  earnest  to  be  our  High 
Priest :  it  was  thy  art  and  intention,  not  only  to  intercede  for  thy 
people,  but  to  transfer  unto  thyself,  astlieir  sins,  so  their  weak- 
nesses and  complaints.  Thou  kno.west  to  pity,  what  thou  hast  felt 
Are  we  pinched  with  want  ?  we  endure  but  what  thou  didst,  we 
have  reason  to  be  patient ;  thou  endurest  what  we  do,  we  have  rea- 
son to  be  thankful. 

•  But  what  shall  we  say  to  this  thine  early  hunger  ?  The  morning, 
as  it  is  privileged  from  excess,  so  from  need ;  the  stomach  is  not 
wont  to  rise  with  the  body.  Surely,  as  thy  occasions  were,  no  sea^ 
son  was  exempted  from  thy  want.  Thou  hadst  spent  the  day  be- 
fore,  in  the  l^ly  labour  of  thy  reformation :  after  a  supperless 
departure,  thou  spentest  the  night  rn  prayer :  ho  meal '  refreslied 
thy  toil.  What  do  we  think  much,  to  forbear  a  morsel,  or  to  break 
a  sleep  for  thee,  who  didst  thus  neglect  thyself  for  us  i 

As  if  meat  were  no- part  of  thy  care,  as  if  any  thing  would  serve 
toftop  the  mouth  of  hunger,  thy  breakfast  is  expected  from  the 
next  tree.  A  fig  tree  grew  by  the  way  side,  tull  grown,  well 
spread,  thick  leaved,  and  such  as  might  promise  enough  to  a  re- 
mote eye:  thither  thou  earnest,  to  seek  that,  which  thou  foundest 
not;  and,  not  finding  what  thou  soughtr»st,  as  displeased  with  thy 
disappointment,  cursedst  that  plant  which  d^nded  thy  bones. 
Thy  breath  instantly  blasted  that  deceitful  tree.  It  did,  no  other- 
wise than  the  whole  world  nmst  needs  do,  wither  and  die  with  thy 
curse.    '  ^  . 

O  Saviour,  I  would  rather  wonder  at  thine  actions,  than  discuss 
diem.  If  I  should  say,  that,  as  man,  thou  eitlier  kfiCvifest  not  ^ 
consideredst  not  of  this  fruitlesstiess,  it  could  no  way  prejudice  thy 
Divine '  Omniscience.  This  infirmity  were  no  worse,  than  tbg 
weariness  or  hunger.    It  was  no  more  disparagement  to  diee,  to 
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grow  in  knowled^,  than  in  stature ;  neither  was  it  any  more  dig« 
grace  to  thy  pertect  Humanity,  that  thou,  as  man,  knewest  not 
all  thina^s  at  once,  than  that  thou  wert  not  in  thy  childhood  at  thy 
full  growth.  But  herein  I  doubt  not  to  say,  it  is  more  likely  thou 
earnest  purposely  to  this  ti*ee,  knowing  the  barrenness  of  it  an* 
swerabie  to  the  season,  and  fore-resolving  the  event  ;  that  thou 
mightest  hence  ground  the  occasiion  of  so  instructive  a  miracle : 
like  as  thou  knewest  Lazarus  was  dying,  was  dead,  yet  wouldst  not 
seem  to  take  notice  of  his  dissolution,  that  thou  otigbtest  the  uiore 
glorify  thy  power  in  his  resuscitation.  It  was  thy  willing  and  de- 
termkied  disappointment  for  a  greater  purpose. 

But  why  didst  thou  curse  a  poor  tree,  for  the  want  of  that  fruit, 
which  the  season  yielded  not  ?  If  it  pleased  thee,  to  call  for  that, 
which  it  could  not  give,  the  plant  was  innocent ;  and  if  innocent, 
why  cursed  ?  O  Saviour,  it  is  fitter  for  us  to  adore,  than  to  exa** 
mine.  We  may  be  saucy  in  inquiring  after  tlice,  and  fond  in  an* 
swering  for.  thee.         , 

If  that  season  were  not  for  a  ripe  fruit,  yet  for  some  fruit  it  was. 
Who  knows  not  the  nature  of  the  tig  tree,  to  be  always  bearing  i 
That  plant,  if  not  altogether  barren,  yields  a  continual  succession 
of  increase.  While  one  fig  is  ripe,  another  is  green.  The  same 
bough  caa  content,  both  our  taste  and  our  hope.  This  tree  was 
defective  in  both ;  yielding  nothing,  but  an  ^uipty  shade,  to  tho 
mis-hoping  traveller. 

Besides  that,  I  have  learned  that  thou,  O  Saviour,  wert  wont 
not  to  speak  only,  but  to  work  parables.  And  what  was  this  other, 
than  a  re^  parable  of  thine  r  Ail  this  while  liadst  thdu  been  in  the 
world ;  thou  hadst  given  many  proofs  of  thy  mercy,  (the  earth  was 
full  of  thy  goodness,)  none  of  thy  judgments:  now,  immediately 
^fore  thy  Passion,  thou  thoughtest  fie  to  give  this  double  demon-' 
stration  of  thy  jubt  austerity.  How  else  should  the  worid  have  seep 
thou  canst  be  severe,  as  well  as  m^ek  and  merciful  ? 

And  why  mightest  not  thou,  who  madest  all  things,  take  liberty 
to  destroy  a  plant  for  tiiine  own  glory  i  Wlicrefore  .serve  thy  be^t 
creatures,  but  for  tlie  praise  of  tiiy  mtircy  and  justice  ?  What  great 
matter  was  it,  if  thou,  who  once  saidst.  Let  tke  earth  biding  fQrth 
the  herb  yielding  seed^  and  the  tree  yielding  the  Jmit  of  its  owji 
iindy  sliouldst  now  say,  Let  this  fruitless  tret  wither? 

All  thi^  yet  was  done  in  figure.  In  ttiis  act  of  thine,  I  see  both 
an  emblem  and  a  prophecy.  How  didst  thou  herein  mean  to  teaqh 
thy  disciples,  how  much  thou  hatest  an  unfruitful  profession,  and 
what  judgments  thou  mean  test  to  bring  upon  that  barren  genera^ 
tion  {  Once  before,  hadst  thou^  compared  tlie  Jewish  nation  tp  a 
fig  tree  in  the  midst  of  thy  vineyard,  which,  after  three  years' 
expectation  and  culture,  yielding  no  fruit,  was  by  thee,  the 
Owner,  doomed  to  a  speedy  excision :  now  thou  actest,^what  thou 
then  saidst.  No  tree  abounds  more  with  leaf  and  shade :  no  nation 
abounded  more  with  ceremonial  observations  and  semblance^  of 
piety.  Outward  profession,  where  there  is  want  ot*  inward  truth 
and  real  practice^  doth  but  help  to  dr^w  on.  and  aggravate  judg- 
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meat.  Had  this  fig  tree  been  utterly  bare  and  leafleB^  itM 
perhapa  escaped  the  curse.  Hear  this,  ye  vain  hyp^rites,  thai 
care  only  to  shewr  well ;  never  caring  for  the  sinoere  tntth  of  t 
eonscionable  obedience :  your  fair  outside  shall  be  sure  to  helpyoa 
to  a  cuFse. 

Tiiat)  wfarcb  was  tlie  fault  of  this  tree,  ia  the  panishment'of  it, 
fruitUssne^s :  Let  no/nik  grow  on  thee  hence forwmrd  for  ever^ 
Had  the  bougtis  been  appointed  to  be  torn  down,  and  the  bodj 
split  ill  pieces,  the  doocn  had  been  more  easy  ;  and  that  juicy  phot 
might  yet  have  recovered,  and  liave  lived  to  recompense  this  defi- 
ciency :  now  it  shall  be  what  it  was,  fruitless^  Woe  be  to  dHt 
church  or  soul,  that  is  punisiied  with  her  own  sin.  Outward 
plagues  are  but  favour,  in  comparison  of  spiritual  judgiqents. 

Tliat  curse  migiit  well  have  stood  with  a  long  conitinoanoe ;  the 
tree  might  have  Jived  long,  though  fruitless :  but  no  sooner  is  the 
word  passed,  than  the  leaves  flag  and  ttirn  yellow,  the  branchei 
wrinkle  and  shrink,  th^  bark  discolours,  the  root  dries,  the  plant 
withers.  O  God,  what  creature  is  able  to  abide  the  blasting  of  tlie 
breath  of  thy  displeasure?  Even  the  most  great  and  gloriour 
angels  of  heaven  could  not  stand  one  moment  before  tliine  aneer, 
but  perished  under  thy  wrath  everlastingly.  How  irresistibfe  ii 
thy  power  !  How  dreaclful  are  thy  judgments  !  Lord,  chastise  dijf 
friiitlessnoss,  but  punish  it  not ;  at  lea^,  punish  it,  but  curse  it 
not,  lest  I  wither  and  be  consumed.  Matthew  xxi 
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StJtH  an  eyesore  was  Christ  that  raised  Lazarus,  and  Lazarus  wbon 
Christ  raised,  to  the  envious  Priests,  Scrtljes,  Elders  of  the  Jews, 
that  tliey  consuh  to  murder  both.  Wliile  either  of  them  lives, 
neither  can  ttie  glory  of  that  miracle  die,  nor  the  shame  of  the 
oppugners. 

Those  malicious  heads  are  laid  t(^etl)er,  in  the  parlour  of  Caia- 
phas.  Happy  had  it  been  for  them,  if  they  had  spent  but  half 
those  thoughts  upon  their  own  salvation,  which  they  misemployed 
upon  the  oestruction  of  the  innocent.  At  last,  this  results,  that 
force  is  not  their  way ;  subtlety  and  treachery  must  do  that,  which 
should  be  vainly  attempted  by  power. 

Who  is  so  fit  to  work  this  ^at  against  Christ,  as  one  of  his  own^ 
There  can  be  no  treason,  where  is  not  some  trust.  Who  so  ft 
among  the  domestics,  as  he,  that  bare  the  bag,  and  overloved  that, 
which  he  bare?  That  heart,  which  hath  once  enslaved  itself  to 
Ted  and  wfiite  earth,  may  be  made  any  thing.  Who  can  trust  to 
the  power  of  good  means,  when  Judas,  who  heard  Christ  daily> 
whom  others  beard  to  preach  Christ  daily,  who  daily  saw  Christ's 
miracles,  and  daily  wrought  miracles  in  Christ's  name,  is,  at  his 
bcwt,  a  thief,  and,  ere  long,  a  traitor  ?  That  Crafty  and  Malignant 
Spirit,  which  presided  in  that  bloody  council,  liath  easily  ioam 
out  a  fit  instrument  for  this  liellish  plot.'  As  God  kno%vs,  so  6«ttP 
guess(^,  who  are  his ;  and  will  be  sure  to  make  use  of  his  own.  » 


CHRIST  BETRAYED.  645 

Judas  wcte  Christ*s  domestic,  yet  he  was  Mammon's  servant :  he 
could  not  but  hate  that  Master,  whom  he  formally  professed  to 
serre,  while  he  really  served  that  master,  which  Cfirist  professed 
to  hate.  He  is  but  in  his  trade,  while  he  is  bartering  even  for  his 
Master ;  What  will  ye  give  me^  ajtd  I  will  deliver  htm  vntoyou  f 
Saidst  thou  not  well,  O  Saviour,  /  have  chosen  you  twelve y  aiul  ont 
of  you  is  a  devil  f  Thou,  that  knewest  to  distinguish  betwixt  men 
and  spirits,  callest  Judas  by  his  right  name.  Lo,  he  is  become,  a 
tempter  to  the  worst  of  evils. 

wretched  Judas !  whether  sliall  I  more  abhor  thy  treachery,  or 
Wonder  at  thy  folly  ?  What  will  they,  what  can  they  give  thee, 
valuable  to  tliat*head,  which  thou  proferest  to  sale?  Were  they 
•ible  to  pay,  or  thou  capable  to  receive,  all  those  precious  metals, 
that  are  laid  up  in  the  secret  cabins  of  the  whole  earth,  hmv  were 
this  price  equivalent  to  the  worth  of  him,  that  made  them  ?  Had 
they  been  able  to  hfive  fetched  down  those  rich  and  glittering 
spangles  of  heaven,  and  to  have  put  them  into  thy  fist,  what  had 
this  been  to-  weigh  with  a  God  ?  How  basely,  therefore,  dost  thou 
speak  of  chaffering  for  him,  wlio;^  the  world  was  1  H  hat  will  ye 
give  me?  Alas !  what  were  they  ?  what  had  they,  miserabk  men, 
to  pay  for  such  a  purchase  ?  Tho^tinie  was,  wheij  he,  that  set  thee 
on  work,  could  say.  All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and  the  glory 
(f  thein  are  mine;  and  I  give  them  to  whom  I  please :  all  these 
will  I  give  thee^  Had  he  now  uiade  that  offer  to  thee  in  this  woe- 
ful bargaifn,  it  might  have  carried  some  colour  of  a  temptation  5 
and  even  thus  it  luid  been  a  match  ill  made.  But  for  thee  to  tender 
a  trade  of  so  invaluable  a  commodity  to  these  pelting  petty-chap- 
men for  thirty  poor  silverlings,  it  was  no  less  base  than  wicked. 

How  unequal  is  this  rate  !  Thou,  that  valuedst  Mary's  ointment 
which  she  bestowed  upon  the  feet  of  Christ  at  three  hundred  pieces 
of  silver,  sellest  thy  Master,  on  whom  tliat  precious  odour  was 
spent,  at  thirty.  Worldly  hearts  are  penny-wise,  and  pound-fool- 
ish :  they  know  how  to  set  higli  prices  upon  the  worthless  trash  of 
this  world  ;  but  for  heavenly  things,  or  the  God  that  owns  them, 
these  they  sliamefully  undervalue. 

And  I  will  deliver  him  unto  you.  False  and  presurriptuous  Jn- 
das !  it  Was  more  than  thou  couldst  do.  Thy  pncc  was  not  more 
too  low,  than  thy  undertaking  was  too  high.  Had  all  thb  powers 
of  hell  combined  with  thee,  they  could  not  have  delivered  tliy 
Master  into  the  haods  of  men.  The  act  was  none  but  his  own. 
All  that  he  did,  all  that  he  suffered  was  perfectly  voluntary.  Had 
he  pleased  to  resist,  how  easily  had  he,  with  one  breath,  blown 
thee  and  thy  complices  down  into  their  hell !  It  is  no  thank  to 
thee,  thkt  he  would  be  delivered.  O  Saviour,  all  our  safety,  all 
our  comfort  depends  not  so  much  upon  thine  act,  as  upon  thy 
>vill :  in  vain  should  we  have  hoped  for  the  benefit  of  a  forced  re- 
demption. 

,  The  bargain  is  driven,  the  price  paid..  Judas  returns;  and 
looks  no  less  smoothly  upon  his  Master  and  his  fello%vs,  than  as  il' 
he  h&d  done  no  disservice.     What  cares  he  r   His  heart  tells  him 
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|ic  is  rich,  though  it  tell  him  he  is  false*    He  was  not  now  fint  a 
lijpocrite. 

The  Passover  is  at  hand :  do  ^nan  is  so  busy  to  prepare  for  it, 
or  more  devoutly  forward  to  receive  it,  than  Judas. 

O  the  sottishuess  and  obdureness  of  this  son  of  perditioo  !  How 
many  proofs  liad  he  formerly  of  his  Master's  Omoiscience  1  There 
was  no  day,  wherein  he  saw  not,  that  thoughts  and  th'uigs  absent 
came  fauiUtar  under  his  cognizance ;  yet  this  miscreant  cutres  plot 
a  secret  villainy  against  his  person,  and  face  it.  If  he  caanotbe 
honest,  vet  he  will  be  close. 

That  he  may  be  notoriously  iu[)pud<£nt,  he  shall  know  he  is  de- 
scried :  wiiile  lie  thinks  fit  to  conceal  his  treachery,  our  Saviour 
thinks  not  fit  to  conceal  the  knowledge  of  that  treacherous  conspi. 
racy ;  /ler/Zy,  /  say  unto  you^  that  one  of  you  shall  betray  me. 
Who  would  not  think,  but  that  discovered  wickedness  should  be 
ashamed  of  itself?  Did  not  Judas,  think  we,  blush,  and  grow  pale 
agiiin,  and  cast  down  his  guilty  eyes,  and  turn  away  his  troubled 
countenance  at  so  galling  an  intimation  f  Custom  of  sin  steels  the 
brow,  and  makes  it  incapable  of  any  relenting  impressions. 

Could  the  other  disciples  have  discerned  any  change  in  any  one 
of  their  faces,  they  baa  not  been  so  sorrcmi'iilly  affected  with  the 
charge.  Methinks,  I  see  how  intentively  they  bent  their  eyes  upon 
each  other,  as  if  they  would  have  looKed  through  those  windows 
down  into  the  bosom  ;  with  what  self-confidence,  with  what  mutual 
jealousy  they  perused  each  others'  foreiieads :  and  now,  as  rather 
thinkiiig  fit  to  distrust  their  own  innocence  than  their  Mastcr^s  as- 
sertion, each  trembles  to  say,  **  Lord,  is  it  I?  It  is  possible,  there 
may  lurk  secret  wickedness  in  some  blind  corner  of  the  heart, 
which  we  know  not  of:  it  is  possible,  that  time  and  temptation, 
working  upon  our  corruption,  may  at  last  draw  us  into  some  such 
sia,  as  we  could  not  fore-believe.  .  Whither  may  we  not  fell,  if  we 
be  left  to  our  own  strength  ?  It  is  both  wise  and  holy,  to  misdoubt 
the  worst :  Lo)*d,  is  it  I  ?'^ 

In  the  mean  time,  how  fair  hath  Judas,  all  this  while,  carried 
with  his  fellows !  Had  his  former  life  bewrayed  any  fidsehood  or 
misdemeanour,  they  had  soon  found,  where  to  pitch  their  just 
suspicion :  now  Judas  goes  for  so  Iionest  a  man,  that  every  dis- 
ciple is  rather  ready  to  suspect  himself,  than  him.  It  is  true,  he 
^was  a  thief;  but  who  knows  that  besides  his  Maker  ?  The  outsfdc? 
of  men  are  no  Jess  deceitful  than  their  hearts.  It  is  not  more  un- 
safe to  iudge  by  outward  appearances,  than  it  is  uncharitable  not 
to  judge  so. 

O  the  headstrong"  resolutions  of  wickedness,  not  to  be  checked 
by  any  opposition  T  Who  would  not  but  have  thought,  if  the  no- 
tice of  an  intended  evil  could  not  have  prevented  it,  yet  tliat  the 
threats  of  judgment  should  have  afTrighted  the  boldest  offender. 
Judas  can  sit  by,  and  hear  his  Master  say,  Tf'oe  be  to  the  nuin,  y 
whom  the  Hon  cj  Man  is  betrayed;  it  had  been  better  for  that 
fuaUy  never  to  have  been  boniy  and  is  no  more  blanked  tlian  veiT 
innocence;  but  thinks  ;  **  What  caye  I?  I  have  the  money;  I ^ 
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csca|>Q  the 4ia«pp;  the  &ct.i^hall  be  closer  the  .match  gainful:  it 
will  he  long,  ere  I  get  ^.mucb  by  my  service ;  if  I  fare  well  for. 
the  present,  I.Bhall  slUft  well  enough  for  the  future,''  Thus,  se- 
cretly, he  cla4)S'.pp.  another  bargain ;  he  makes  a  covetuint  with 
4eaih,  and  with  mil  (m  agreement.  .O  Judas,  didst  thou  ever  bear 
ought  but  truth  .fall  from  the  mouth  of  that  thy  Divine  Master? 
Canst  thou. distrust  the  certainty  of  that  dreadful  menace  of  ven* 
geance?  How  then  durst  thou  persist  in  the  purpose  of  so  flagi^ 
tious  and  damnable  a  villainy  ?  Resolved  sinners  run  on  desperately 
in  their  wicked  courses  \  and  have  so  bent  their  eyes  upon  the  pro- 
fit or^}easur^  of  their  mischievous  projects,  that  they  will  not  see 
hell  lie  open  before  .them  in  the  way. 

.  As  if  that  shameless  man  meant  to  outbrave  all  accusations  and 
to  outface  bi»  owq  heart,  be  dares  ask  too,  Master ^  is  it  I?  No 
disciple  shall  more  zealously  abominate  that  crime,  than  he  that 
fosters  it  in  bis  bosom.  Whatever  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  knows 
by  him  is  locked  up  hi  his  own  breast :  to  be  perfidious  is  nothing, 
so  he  may  be;«ecret :  his  Master  knows  him  for  a  traitor,  it  is  not 
lon^that  be* shall  live. to  complain  ;  his  fellows  think  him  honest: 
idPis  ^ellf  while  he: is  well  esteemed.  Reputation  is  the  only  care 
of  iidse. hearts;  not  truth  of  being,  not  conscience  of  merit:  so 
they  may  seeinifair  to.  meny..they,  care  not  how  foul  they  are  to 

Had  our  Saviour  only  had  this  knowledge  at  the  second  hand^ 
thb  boldness  had  been  enough  to  make  him  suspect  the  credit  of 
the  beist  inteUigfence,  Who  could  imagine,  that  aguiltym^n  dared 
thus  browbes^t  ^  jjust  accusation  ?  Now,  he,  whose  piercing  and 
unfa^lin^  eyes>  see  things  as  they  are,  not  as  they  seem,  can  pe- 
remptorily convince  the  impudence  of  this  hollow  questionist,  with 
a  direct  affirmation ;  Thou  nasi  said, 

FjOolis}i  traitor!,  couldst  thou  think  that,  those  blear,  eyes  qf 
thine  would  endure  the  beams  of  the  sun ;  or  that  counterfeit  slip, 
the.fire?  Wa>  it  not  sufficient  for  thee  to  be  secretly  vicious,  but 
thou  must  presume  to  contest  with  an  Omniscient  accMser  ?  Hast 
thpu  yet  enough  ?  Thou  supposedst  thy  crime  unknown.  To  men 
it  was  so ;  had  thy  Master  been  no  more,  it  had  been  so  to  him  : 
now  his  knowledge:  argues  him  Divine.  How  durst  thou  yet  resolve 
to  lift  up  thy  hand,  against  bun,  wbo  knows  thine  offence,  and  can 
^ther  prevent  or  revenge  it  ?  * 

As  yet  .the  charge  was  private,  either  not  heard,  or  not  observed 
by  thy  fellows :  it  shall  be  at  first  whispered  to  one,  and  at  last 
known  to  all.  Bashful  and  penitent  sinnei^  are  fit  to  be  concealed ; 
shame  is.  meet  for  those,  that  have  none. 

Curiosity  of  knowledge  is  an  old  disease  of  human  nature :  be- 
sides, Peter's  aeal  would  not  let  him  dwell  under  the  danger  of  so 
doubtful  a  crimination ;  he  cannot  but  sit  on  thorns,  till  he  know 
the  man..  .His  signs  ask,  what  his  voice  dare  not. 

What  law  requires  all  followers  to  be. equally  beloved  ?  Why 
may  not  om-  favours  be  freely  dispensed  where  we  like  best,  with- 
out enyy,  witljout  prejudiQe  ?    None  of  Christ's  train  could  com- 
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plain  of  negleet;,  John  is  highest  m  grace.    M^od^  aflectieiii  seal, 
dilieenee  bare  endeared  him,  above  rbi  feHowig. 
^  He,  that  is  dearest  in  respect,  is  next  in  place :  in  that  fom  of 
side»sittin^  at  the  table,  he  leaned  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus. 

Where  is  more  love,  there  may  be  more  boldness.  Hm  socreqr 
and  entirehess  privileges  John  to  ask  that  safely,  which  Peter  might 
not  without  much  inconvenience  and  peril  of  a  check.  The  be- 
loved disciple  well  understands  this  silent  language,  and  dares  pat 
Peter's  thought  into  words.  Love  shuttedi  out  fear.  O  SarioW) 
the  cenfideiice  of  thy  goodness  emboldens  us,  not  to  shrink  at  any 
suit.  Thy  love  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  bids  us  ask  that,  wtuch 
in  a  stranger  were  no  better  than  presumption. 

Once,  when  Peter  asked  thee  a  question  coi>cemuie  John,  Wluit 
skull  this  man  do?  he  received  a  short  answer,  fVkai  is  tk§i  M 
$Aeef  Now,  when  John  asks  thee  a  question,  bo  lesa  seemiagljf 
curious,  at  Peter's  instance,  fVho  is  it^  that  betrays  tkee  ?  howef« 
thou  mightest  have  returned  him  the  same  answer,  sifiee  neither  of 
their  persons  was  any  more  concerned,  yet  thou  ceadesoendail  ts 
a  mild  and  full,  though  secret  satisfaction.  There  was  ilol  M 
much  diiferehce  in  tlie  men,  as  in  the  matter  of  the  demand.  Ns 
occasion  was  given  to  Peter  of  moving  that  question  concemiog 
John :  the  indefinite  assertion  of  treason  amongst  tho  discipks,  wb$ 
a.  most  just  occasion  of  moving  John^s  question  for  Peter  and  him- 
self, 

That,  which,  therefore,  was  timorously  demanded,  is  wagwettA 
ff racionsly ;  Ife  it  is,  to  whom  I  shall  give  a  sop^  when  I  hmi 
mpped  it.  And  he  gave  the  sop  to  Judas.  How  h^  was  our  8i* 
viour  to  name  him,  whom  he  was  not  unwillins  to  deatgo !  AB  ii 
here  expressed  by  dumb  signs.  The  hand  speaks,  wliat  ^  toogve 
would  not.  In  tne  same  language,  wherein  Peter  ariced  the  qao* 
tion  of  John,  doth  our  Saviour  shape  an  answer  to  John:  what  a 
beck  demanded,  is  answered  by  a  sop. 

O  Saviour,  I  do  not  hear  thee  say,  '^  Look  on  whomsoever  I 
frown,  or  to  whomsoever  I  do  a  )>ubjtc  aflront,  that  is  the  raim;'* 
but.  To  whomsoever  I  shall  gite  a  sap.  Surely  a  bystander  would 
have  thought  this  man  cl^p  in  thy  books;  and  would  have  can* 
strued  this  act,  as  they  did  thy  tears  for  Lazarus,  See  how  ks  koe% 
him.  To  carve  a  man  out  of  thine  own  dish,  what  could  ttieesi 
to.  argue,  but  a  singularity  of  respect  ?  Yet,  lo,  there  is  but  OM 
whom  thou  hatest,  one  only  traitor  at  thy  board ;  and  thou  givert 
him  a  sop.  The  outward  gilts  of  God  are  not  always  the  prod^ 
of  his  love ;  yea,  sometimes  are  bestowed  (xx  displeasure.  Htid  not 
he  been  a  wise  disciple,  that  should  have  envied  the  great  &vour 
done  to  Judas,  and  Imve  stomached  his  own  preterition  ?  So  fool- 
ish are  they,  who,  measuring  God's  alTection  by  tempovai  bcnefei 
are  ready  to  applaud  proiipering  wickedness ;  and  to  grudge  ottfe* 
ward  blessings  to  them,  which  are  incapable  of  any  better. 

A^fttr  the  sap,  'Hatan  entered  into  Judas.  Better  had  it  been  for 
that  treacherous  disciple,  to  have  wanted  that  morael:  not  th*t 
thoie  was  any  malignity  in  the  bread,  or  that  the  sop  bad  ao/ 
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poncr  to  comriiy.  Stttkn  into  the  redeiver^  or  tbajfc  by  a  necemrjr 
coacomitance  that  £vil  Spirit  was  in  or  witli  it«  FaTonni  lU  used 
make  the  heiiit  more  capable  of  Anther  evil.  That  Wicked  Spirit 
ocoMnoiily  takea,  oecasion  by  aay  of  God*s  gifts,  to  assault  us  die 
more  eagerly.  After  our  sacraoittital  mond,  if  we  be  tx)t  the' 
better,  we  are  sure  the  worse.  •  I  dare  not  say,  yet  I  dare  think, 
that  Jodas,  comparing  his  Master's  words  and  John's  whisperiaga 
with  the  tender  of  this  sop,  and  finding  himself  thus  denoted,  waa* 
DOW  so  much  the  more  irritated  to  perform,  what  he  had  wickedly 
purposed.  Thus  Satan  took  adyantage  by  the  sop,  of  a  furtbcr 
posaessioo.  Twice  before,  had  that  Eril  Spirit  made  a  palpable 
entiy  into  that  lewd  heart :  first,  in  his  covetoosness  and  tncft ; 
those  sinfttl  habits  could  not  be  without  that  author  of  ill :  then,  in 
his  damnable  resolution,  and  plot  of  so  heinous  a  conspiracy  against 
Christ.  Yet  now,  as  if  it  were  new  to  begin,  jifter  the  sopy  SoUm 
emiertd^  As  in  every  gross  sin  which  we  entertain,  we  give  har« 
hour  to  that  Evil  Spirit ;  so  in  every  degree  of  growth  in  wicked. 
ness,  new  hold  is  taken  by  him  of  the  heart.  No  sooner  is  the  fbot 
over,  the  threshold,  than  we  enter  into  the  house :  when  we  pass 
thence  into  the  inner  rooms,  we  make  still  but  a  perfect  entrance* 
At  first  Satan  entered,  to  make  the  bouse  of  Judas's  heart  his  own; 
now  he  enters  into  it  as  his  own.  The  first  purpose  of  sin  optoi 
the  galas  to  Satan :  consent  admits  him  into  the  entry ;  f^  rMK 
hition  of  sin  gives  up  the  keys  to  bis  hands,  and  puts  him  iato 
sdisQhite  fKMisession. 

What  a  plain  diflfofeace  thse  is,  betwixt  the  vagenersle  wbA 
egril  heart!  Satan  lays  siege  to  the  best  by  his  temptations ;  and 
am^iatwes  u{>on  battery  and  breach  qwde,  eaters :  the  otlm  adU 
mils  him  by  willing  compositioo.  When  he  is  entered  upos  the 
TMeneiate,  he  is  entertained  with  perpetual  sfcirmishea  i  and,  hif 
a  holy  violenoey  at  last  repulsed  :  in  the  other,  he  id  plausibly  es^ 
ceived.  and  freelv  commandfath. 

O  the  admirable  meekness  of  this  Laonb  of  God  I  I  see  not  a 
{roNsn,  I  hear  not  a  check ;  but.  What  thou  doesty  4o  qmctfy.  Why 
4n  we  startle  al  our  petty  wrongs,  and  swell  with  anger,  and  break 
intoftmous  revenges  upon  every  occasion,  wb^fi  the  Pattern  of  onr 
Fatioaee  lets  net  lull  one  harsh  word  upon  -so  ftml  and  bloody  a 
tmiieir )  Yea»  so  iWly  is  this  carried,  that  the  disciple^  as  yet  cte 
aimrehond  no  change ;  they  innocently  think  of  commodities  to  bo. 
bought :  when  Christ  speaks  of  their  Master  sold,  and,  as  one  thai 
kmgs  to  be  oat  of  pain,  hastens  the  pace  of  his  irreclaimable  con- 
apirator»  That  theu  deest^  da  pitckly.  It  is  one  thing  to  say,  *^  Do 
what  thou  intendest,'^  and  another  to  say.  Do  qukkb^y  what  ihm  doest. 
There  was  villainy  in  tlie  deed ;  the  speed  had  no  sin.  The  time 
was  haroiless,.  w4nle  the  man,  and  the  act,  was  wicked.  O  Judas» 
how  happy  luul  it  been  for  thee,  if  thou  hadst  never  doae^  what 
thou  perfidioNsIy  inteudedst !  but  since  thou  wilt  needs  do  it,  de« 
lay  is  but  a  torment. 

That  steely  heart  yet  relents  not.  The  obfirmed  traitor  knows 
Im  way  to  tiie  high  priest's  halU  and  to  tlie  garden.    TbQ  watch* 
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word  is  already  ^itxtyHaUy  Masiei^^  and  akiss.  Yetisiore  bypo^- 
cr'wy.  ?  yet  more  presumption  upon  sor bverstratiied  a  lenity  i  How 
kiifrvrest  thou,  O  thoii  false  traitor,  whetHer  that  SacredGheek  would 
sitfibr  itself  to  be  defiled  wiUi  thine  impure  touch/  Tho\i  well 
fimiidst  thy  treachery  was  nif masked.*  Tny  heart  coakl'  not  be  so. 
false  to  thee,  as  not  to  teil  thee  how  hateful  thou  wert*  Go,  ki» 
and  adore  tho^  sijX'crlings,  which  thou  art  too  sure  of :.  the  Master/ 
winom  thou  hast  sold^  is  not  thine.  '  »       '  . 

V  But  O  the  impudence  of  a  de|>brcd  sinner!  That  tongue,  which, 
hath  agreed  to  seU  his  Master,  daces  say,  UaH;  and  those  lips, 
that  have  passed  the*  compact  of  his  death,  dare  offer  to.  kiss  him, 
whom  they  had  covenanted  to  kiiL  It  was  Ood'g  charge  of  old, 
Km  the  Son^^  lest  he  be  angrtf*,  O  Saviour,  thou  ha«lst  reason  to 
be  angry  with  this  kiss ;  the  scourges,  the  thorns,  the  nails,  tho 
spear  of  thy  murderers,  were  not  so  painful,  so  piercing,  as  tUs 
touch  of  Judas :  all  .tiiese  were  in  this  one  alone.  The  stabs  of  an 
eiiemy  cannot  be  so  grievous,  as  the  skin-deep  wounds  of  adis« 
ciple.         Matthew  xxvi,    Mark  xiv.     Luke  xxii.    John  xviiu 
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What  n  preface  ^^  I  find  to  my  Saviour's  Passion  !  a  Hymn,  and 
alt' Agony  J  a  cheerftil  Jiynm,  and  an  Agony  no  less  sorrowfiil. 
A* Hymn  begins,  both  to  raise  and  testify  the  courageous  resola* 
tiona  of  his  suffering ;  an  Agony  follows,  to  shew  that  he-was  truly 
^Hible  of  those  Extremities,  wherewith  he  was  resolvedto-grappile. 
>  Alt  the  disciples  bore  their  part  in  that  Hymn;  It  was  fit  their 
should  aU  see  his  comfoitable  and  Divine  Magnannnity,  wher^witn 
be  Entered  jnto'those  sad  listfe :  only  three  of  them  shall  beallowed 
to^be  the  witnesses  •i)f  his  Agony ;  only  those  three,  that  had  been 
the  witnesses  of  his  glorious  Transfiguration.  That  si^ht  had  weU 
forearmed  and  prepared  them  for  ^is:  how  could  they  be  dis- 
mayed to  iee  his  trouble,  who  there  saw  his  Majesty  ?•  How  could 
they  be  dismayed  to  s^,ehis  body  now  sweat,  whicn  they  had  then 
seen  to  shine  i  HoW  could  they  be  daunted  to  see  him  now  accosted 
with.  Judas  and  his  train ^  whom  they  then  saw  attended  with  Moaes 
and  Elias  ?  How  could  they  be  discouraged  to  hear  the  reproaches 
of  base  inen,  when  thel^  had  lieard  the  voiije  of  God  to  him  fifom 
that  excellent  glory,  This  is  tny  beloved  So7i,  in  wh^  I  am  well 
pleased  f  '  ^  *•       ' 

:  Now,  before  these-  byes,  this  sun  begins  to  be  overeat  *with 
clouds;  He  began  to  be  sorrouful  and  very/  heavy.  Many  sad 
thoughts  fdr 'mankind  had  he  secretly  lunched,  and  yet  smothered 
in  his  own  breast ;  now,  his  g^ricf  is  too  rrrcat  to  keep  inr  Mysmd 
is  exceeding* sorrottfvi;  even  unto  dedth,  (>  Saviour,  what  must 
thou  iveeds  t'eel,  when  thou  fiaicUt  so  ?  •  Feeble  minds  are  apt  to  be- 
moan themselves  upon  light  ocru»it>iis.:  the  grief  nvust  needs  be 
violent,  that  causeth  a  strong*  hci^rt  to  break  forth  into  a  passionate 
complaint.  •  Woe  is  me,  what  a  word  is  this  for  the  Son  of  God! 
Where  i»that  Comforter,  which  thoii  proiuisedst  to  send  to  otheni 
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.Where  hi  'Aatthy  father  of  aUJMercks  and  God  of  M  Comfort j 
fb  whose  presence  is  the  Jtdn^ss  of  joy  ^  and  at  whn$e  right  hand' 
ihtre  are  pleasures  for  evennove'?  Where  are  those  cdnstant  and: 
cheerful  resolutions,  of  a  fearless  walking  throQ^rh  the  valley  of 
the  ahadoir*of.  death  i  Alas  !  if  that  face  were  not  hid  from  theel 
whose  estenoecoold  not  be  disunited y  these  pangi  could  not  haTOi 
been.  The  sun  was  withdrawn  awhile,  that  there  might  be  a  coo);t 
though  nDta:dark'hi^hty  as  in  the  world,  so  in  chyhicast^  wtth- 
diawn  in'  res|iect  o£  sight,  not  of  heing.  It  wa»'  the  hardest  pieceT 
of  thy  sufferings;  that  thou  must  be  disconsolate.: 

But  to  whom  dost  thou  make  this  moan-,  O  thou  Saviour  of  Men  i 
Hard  is  that' man  driven,  that.is  fain  to  compAaiti  to  his  inferiors. 
Had  Peter,  6r  James,  x>r  John  thus  bewailed  himself  to  thee,  there 
had  beuD ^asen:^ their  sbul in^v^tm^it^lf ;  thou  hadst  been  both 
apt' to  ^ity  tbatn,  and  abb  tO'cebeirJthem :  but  now,  in  that  thou* 
himentiHt  thy* case  to  themy  alas !  "what  i^ue  couldst  thou  expect  ^ 
They  nlight  he^istonished'with  thy  grief;  but  there  is  neither  porweif 
in  their  hands>  io  f ree  thee  from.tbose  sorrows,  aior  power  rn  theit 
compassion  to  mitigate  them.  Nay,  in  this  condition  what  ooMld 
aii  the  angels  of 'heaven,  as  of  themsehres,  do  tx>  succour  thee? 
What  strength  could  they  have  but  from  thae  ? "  'What  creatofe  caii* 
lielp,  when  thou  complainest?  It  must  be  only  the  stronger,'  thkt 
can  aidtiihe  weak. 

Old 'and  holy  Simeon  could  *foresay  to  thy  Blessed  Mother,  'that 
a  sword  should  pierce  through  her  soul;    but,  alas ! *'how  man]t^ 
swords  at  once  pierce  thine!   Evei*y  one  of  these  wcmls  is  bbtrf 
sharp  and  edged ;  My  soul  is  exceeding  sQjrromfui^  even  unto  death: 
What  human  soul  is  capable  of  the  conceit  of  the  least  of  those 
sorrows,  that  oppressed  thine?   It  was  not  thy  body,  that  suffered 
umv :  the  pain  of  body  is  bmas  thebody  of  pain:  the  anguish  of 
the  sotil  is  as  the  soul  of  anguish.     I'hat,  and  in  that  thou  su& 
feredst :  where  are  they,  that  dare  so  far  dispan^e  thy  sorrow^  as 
to  say.  thy  soul  sui&reil  only  in  sympathy  with  tny  body  j  not  inw 
mediately,  but  by  participation ;  not  in  itself,  but  in  its  partner  ? 
Thou  bestknewest,  what  thou  feltest ;  and  thou,  that  felte^t  thine 
own  pain',  canst  cry  out  of  tby  souL     Neither  didst  thou  say; 
•*  My  soul  is  troubled  ;"  so  it  often  was,  even  to  tears:  but,  My 
soul  is  so^ofcfUl ;  as  if  it  had  been  before  assauheil,  now  possessed 
with  grief.     Nor  yet  this  in  any  toler:ible  moderation  ;  changes  of 
passion  are  inci J^nt  to  every  homan  soul :  but,  Exceeding  sorrdm* 
fid.    Yet  there  are  degrees,  in  tbevery  extremities  of  evils :  those); 
tliat  are  most  vehement,  may  yet  be  capable  of  a  remedy,  at  leaift 
a  relaxation ;  thine  was  past^  these  hopes.  Exceeding  sorrowful 
uuio  death.  ••  ♦ 

What  was  it,  what  could  itibe,  .O  Saviour,  that  lay  tbtls  heav^^ 
upon  thy  Divine  Soul i  Was  it  tlje.fear  of  death?  Wa^  it  the  fori?- 
felt  pain,  shame,  torment  of  tiiine  ensuing  crucifixion  ?  O  poor 
and  base  thoughts  of  the  narrow  hearts  of  cowardly  and  impotent 
mortality !  How  many  thousands  of  tl^  blessed  Martyrs  hav^  ^^el- 
coined  uo  less  tertures,  with  smiles  and  gmtnlations ;  and  have 
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made  s  sp^rt  df  those  exqimite  criieki«s  which  their  very  tyratiti 
thought  UDBuflerable !  Whence  had  they  this  strength  bat  (torn 
thee  r  If  their  weakness  were  thus  undaunted  and  prevalent,  what 
was  th^  power  ?  No,  no:  it  was  the  Mid  weif^ht  of  the  sin  of  tnan«. 
kind ;  it  was  the  heavy  burden  of  thy  Father^s  wrath  fiar  our  8io» 
that  thus  pressed  thy  soul,  and  wrung  frooa  thee  thoe  bitter  ea* 
ptessioiis. 

What  can  it  avail  thee,  O  Saviour,  to  teU  thy  grief  to  men) 
Who  can 'ease  thee^  but  he,  of  whoa  thou  aaidbt.  My  Father  ii 
greater  than  I!  Lo,  to  him  thou  tamest;  0  F§ihtr^  if  iih€po%- 
sibUj  let  this  cup  ^ss/ram  me. 

Was  not  this  that  pn^/evy  O  dear  Christ,  which  m  the  4a$fs^ 
thgf  flesh  thou  ^ffhredst  up  with  str4mg  crying  toad  teesrsto  kim^  tiit 
was^bk  to  $mx  thee  from  deeth  f  Suraliy,  this  waa  it*  Nev«r  was 
cry  so  strcmg  ;  never  was  God  tiHis-.solicilad.  How  coaid  heaven 
choose  but  shake  at  suob  a  prayer  firom  the  power  that  made  iti 
How  can  my  heart  but  tremble,  to  iiear  this  suit  from  the  Captek 
^  omr  Sahaiian  f  O  thou,  that  said^,  /  and  my  Father  are  ane^ 
dost  thou  suffer  aught  from  thy  Father,  but  wrait  thou  wouUat, 
what  thou  detarminedst  i  Waa  this  cup  of  thine  cither  casual  or 
forced  i  WouUst  thou  wish  for  what  thou  knewest  thov  wonkbt 
not  have  possible )  Far,  far  be  these  misraised  thoughts  of  our  ig- 
norance and  frailty.  Thou  earnest  to  suffer,  and  tmu  wouklst  do 
what  thou  earnest  for ;  yet,  since  thou  wouldst  be  a  man,  thou 
wouldst  take,  all  of  man,  save  sin :  it  is  but  human,  and  not  ainfiil^ 
to  be  loth  to  suffer  what  we  may  avoid.  In  this  velleity  of  thine, 
thou  wouldst  shew  what  that  nature  of  ours,  which  thou  badst  as- 
snmod,  could  incline  to  wish ;  but  in  thy  resolution,  thou  wouldst 
shew  us  what  thy  victorious  tlioughts,  raised  and  assisted  by  thy 
Divine  power,  had  determinately  pitched  upon ;  Nevertheless^  not 
its  I  wiUf  but  as  thou  wilt.  As  man,  thou  hadst  a  will  of  thine  own: 
no  human  soul  can  be  perfect  without  that  main  feculty.  That 
will,  which  naturally  could  he  content  to  incline  towaraa  an  ex* 
emption  from  miseries,  gladly  mis  to  that  Divine  wilU  wheiebjr 
thou  art  designed  to  the  chastisements  of  our  peace.  Those  paiot» 
which  in  themselves  were  grievous,  thou  embracest  as  decreed ;  so 
as  thv  fear  hath  given  ^^siat  to  thy  love  and  obedience.  Hovr 
ahould  we  have  known  these  evUs  so  formidable,  if  thou  hadst  not 
\n  half  a  thought  inclined  to  deprecate  them  i  How  could  we  have 
avoided  so  formidable  and  deadly  evils,  if  thou  hadst  not  willingly 
undergone  them  \  We  acknowledge  thy  holy  fear ;  we  adore  tiiy 
Divine  fortitude. 

While  thy  mind  was  in  this  fearful  a^tation,  it  is  no  marvel,  if 
thy  feet  were  not  fixed.  Thy  place  is  more  changed,  than  day 
thoughts.  One  while,  thou  walkest  to  thy  drowsy  attendants,  ana 
stirrest  up  their  needful  vigilancy  :  then  thou  retumest  to  thy  pv- 
sionate  devotions,  thou  fUkst  again  upon  thy  face. 

If  thy  body  be  humbled  down  to  the  earth,  thy  soul  is  3retlD«er: 
thy  prayers  are  so  mobh  more  veheaaettt,  as  thy  pangs  are ;  A^ 
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hing  in  on  agamfy  ht  w^jftd  tnor^  earnestly,  and  his  swe^i  was  as 
it  were  great  drops  of  hlooafqUing  dawn  to  the  ground. 

O  my  Saviour,  wliat  an  agon^  am  I  in,  while  I  think  of  thine ! 
What  MtR,  what  fear,  what  strife,  what  horror  was  in  thy  Sacred 
Breast !  How  didat  thou  atruggje  under  the  weicht  of  our  sins,  tUat 
thou  thus  sweatest,  that  thou  tluis  bbeedei<t !  All  was  peace  with 
thee :  thou  wert  one  with  thy  co-eternal  and  co-esscntial  Father  ; 
all  the  Angels  worshipped  thee ;  all  the  powers  of  heaven  and 
earth  awfully  acknowleoged  tjiine  iptiniteoess.  It  wad  our  pefsou 
that  feoffed  thee  in  this  misery  and  torment :  in  that,  thou  sus* 
tainedst  thy  Father's  wrath  and  our  curse.  If  eternal  death  be  in- 
suflferable^  if  every  sin  deserve  eternal  death,  what,  Oh  what  was  it 
for  thy  soul,  in  this  short  time  of  thy  bitter  Passion,  to  answer 
those  jmillions  of  eterpal  deaths,  which  all  the  sins  of  all  mankind 
had  deserved  ^m  the  just  band  of  thy  Godhead  i  1  marvel  not,  if 
thou  bleedest  a  sweat,  if  thoti  sweatest  blood.  If  the  moisture  of 
that  sweat  be  from  tlie  body,  the  Uncture  of  it  is  from  the  sbul.  As 
there  never  was  such  another  sweat,  so  neitlier  can  there  be  ever 
such  a  suflRering.  It  i^  no  wonder,  it  the  sweat  were  more  tlian  na* 
tural,  when  the  suffering  was  more  than  human.  O  Saviour,  so 
willing  was  that  precious  blood  of  thine  to  be  let  forth  for  us,  that 
it  was  ready  to  prevent  thy  persecutors';  and  issued  forth  in  those 
pores,  before  thy  wounds^  were  opened  by  thy  tormenters.  Oh  that, 
my  heart  cpukl  pleed  unto  thee,  with  true  inward  compunction  fo( 
tliose  sina  oif  miiie,  which  are  guilty  of  this  tiiine  Agony  ;  and  have 
drawn  blood  of  thee,  both  in  the  garden  and  on  tjie  cross.  Woe  is 
me:  I  had  been  in  heil,  if  thou  hadst  not  been  in  thine  Agony  ;  I 
had  scorched,  if  thou  hadst  not  sweat.  Oh  let  me  abhor  my  own 
wickedness,  and  admire  and  bless  thy  mercy. 

But,  O  ye  blessed  spirits,  which  came  to  comfort  my  conflicted 
Saviour,  how  did  ye  look  upon  the  Son  of  God,  when  ye  saw  him 
labouring  for  life  under  these  violent  temptations!  With  wliat 
astonishment,  did  ye  behold  him  bleeding  whom  ye  adored  !  In 
the  Wilderness,  after  his  duel  with  Satan,  ye  came  and  ministered 
unto  him  ;  and  now  in  the  Garden,  while  he  is  in  a  harder  combat, 
ye  appear  to  strengthen  him.  O  the  wise  and  marvellous  dispen* 
sation  of  the  Almighty  !  Whom  God  will  afflict,  an  angel  shall  re- 
Ueve ;  the  Son  shall  suffer,  the  servant  simll  comfort  him ;  the  God 
of  Angels  droopeth,  the  angel  of  God  strengtiiens  him. 

Blessed  Jesu,  if  as  man  thou  wouldst  be  made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angelSf  how  cap  it  disparai^e  thee  to  be  attended  and  cheered 
up  by  an  angel  ?  Thine  numiiiation  would  not  dis^lain  comfort 
from  meaner  hands.  How  free  was  it  for  thy  Father,  to  convey 
seasonable  cpnsolations  to  thine  humbled  soul,  by  whatsoever 
means !  Behold,  though  thy  cup  shall  not  pass,  yet  tt  shall  b^ 
sweetened.  What  if  &ou  see  not,  for  the  time,  thy  Father's  face  i 
yet,  thou  shalt  feel  his  hand.  What  could  that  spirit  have  done, 
without  the  God  of  Spirits  ?  O  Fatlier  of  Mercies,  thou  maycst 
bring  thine  into  Agonies,  but.  thou  wilt  never  leave  them  there.*^  Jn 
tlie  midst  of  tks  sorrows  qfmif  hearty  thjf  comforts  shall  refresh  my 
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souL    Whatsoever  be  the  means  of  my  8Uppk>itati(ni^  I  know  and 
adore  the  Author.  Mdttkew  rxvu    Mark  xiv,    Lukexxii, 


PETER  AND  MALCHUS :  OR^  CHRIST  APPREHENDED, 

Wherefore,  O  Saviour,  didst  thou  take  those  three  choice  disci- 
ples with  thee  from  their  fellows,  but  xhtX  thou  expectedst  some 
comfort  from  their  presence  ?  A  seasonable  word  may  sometimes 
fall  from  the  meanest  attendant;' and  the  very  society  pf  those  wc 
trust  carries  in  it  some  kind  of  contentment. ' 

Alas!  what  broken  reeds  are  men !  White  thou  art  sweating  in 
thine  Agony,  they  arp  snoring  securely.  Admbnitiohs,  threats, 
entreaties  cannot  keep  their  eyes  open.  Thou  tellest  them  of 
dano:er,  they  will  needs  dream  of  ease  ;  and  though  twice  roused, 
as  if  they  had  purposed  this  neglebt,  they  carelessly  sleep  out  thy 
sorrow  and  their  own  peril.  ^  What  help  hast  thou  of  such  fol- 
lowers? In  the  mount  of  thy  Transfiguration,  they  slept;  and, 
besides,  fell  on  their  faces,  Nyheil  they  should  behold  thy  glorjj 
and  were  not  themselves  for  fear :  in  the  garden  of  thine  Agonyj 
they  fell  upon  the  ground  for  drowsiness,  when  they  should  coi?- 
passionate  thy  sorrow,  and  lost  tnemselVes  in'  a  kufiid  sleepiness. 

Doubtless,  even  this  disregard  made  thy  prayers  so  'much  more 
fervent.  The  less  comfort  we- find^  on  earthy  die  more  we  seek 
above.  Neither  soughtest  thou  more,  than  thou' fdtlhdest:  Lo, 
thou  wert  heard  in  that  which  thou,  jeated^ti  An  angef  supplies 
men:  that  spirit  was  vigilant,  while  thy  disciples  were  neavy.  The 
exchange  was  happy. 

No  sooner  is  this  good  angel  vanished,  than  tliat  domestic  denl 
appears.  Judas  comes  up,  and  shews  himself  in.  the  head  of  those 
miscreant  troops.  He,  whose  too  much  honoirr  it  had  been  to  be 
a  follower  of  so  Blessed  a  Master,  affects  novv  to  be  the  leader  of 
this  wicked  rabble.  The  sheep's  fleece  is  now  cast  off ;  the  wolf 
appears  in  his  own  likeness. 

He,  that  would  be  false  to  his  Master,  would  be  true  to  his 
chapmen.     Even  evil  spirits  keep  touch  with  themselves. 

The  bold  traitor  dare  yet  still  mix  hypocrisy  with  villainy  :  his 
very  salutations  and  kisses  murder.  O  Saviour,  this  is  no  news  to 
thee.  All  those,  who  under  a  shew  of  godliness  practise  impiety, 
do  still  betray  thee  thus. 

Thou,  who  hadst  said,  Oneofydu  is  a  devil y  didst  not  now  say, 
**  Avoid  Satan;"  but,  Friend ,  wherefore  art  thou  covie?  As  yet, 
Judas,  it  was  not  too  late.  Had  there  been  any  the  least  spark  of 
grace  yet  remaining  in  tliat  perfidious  bosom,  this  word  had  fetched 
.thee  upon  tliy  knees.  AH  this  sunshine  cannot  thaw  an  obdurate 
heart.  ' 

The  sign  is  given;  Jesus  is. taken.  Wretched  traitor!  why 
wouldst  thou,  for  this  piu-pose,  be  thus  attended  ?  Arid,  ye  foolish 
Priests  and  Elders  !  wny  sent  you  such  a  band,  and  so  armed,  fot 
this  apprehension  ? .  One  messenger  had  been  enough  for  a  volun- 
tary prisoner.    Had  my  Saviout  been  unwiHing  fo  be  taken,  'S"l 
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your  forces,  wrth  all  the  Ibgiotis  of  hell  to  hblp  thcmi,  had  been  too 
little :  since  he  was  willing  to  be  attached,  two  were  too  many;  • 
When  he  did  but  say,  /  am  /;V,  that  easy  breath  ulone  routed  aft 
your  troops,  and  cast  them  to  the  earth,  w^iom  it  might  as  easily 
hare  cast  down  into  hell.  What  if  he  had  said,  **  1  will  not  be 
taken  ?**  where  had  ye  been  ?  or  what  could  your  swords  and  sta\'es 
have  done  against  Omnipotence  r  * 

Those  discipfles,  that  failed  of  their  vigilance,  failed  not  of  theit. 
courage.  They  had  heard  their  Master  speak  of  providing  swords, 
and  now  they  tHought  it  was  time  to  use  them  :  Sfia^l  we  smite  f 
They  were  willing  to  fight  for  him,  with  whom  they  were  not  caTfe- 
fiil  to  watch.  But,  of  all  other,  Peter  was  most  foi^vard :  instead 
of  opening  his  lips,  he  unshieaths  his  sword ;  aiid-  instead  oF'^  Shall 
I  ?"  smites.  He  had  noted  Malchus,  a  busy  servant  of  the  high 
priest,  too  ready  to  second  Tudas,  and  to  lay  his' rude  hands  upon 
the  Lord  of  Life :  agaitwt*  this  man,  his  heart  rises,  and  his  hand  is 
Jift  up.  That  ear,  which  Irad  too  officiously  livt^ed  to  the*  un- 
just and  cruel  charge  of  his  wicked  master,  is  now  severed  '  from 
that  worse  head;  which  it  had  mis-served. 

I  love  and  honour  thy  zeal,  O  blessed  disciple :  thou  couldst 
not  brook  wrong  done  to  thy  Divine  Master.  Had  thy  life  been 
dearer  to  thee  than  his  safety,  thou  hadst  not  drawn  thy  sword  up- 
on a  whole  troop.  It  was  in  earnest  that  thon  saidst,  Though  all 
vten^  yet  not  I\  and.  Though  /•  should  die  mlh  ihee^  ^etlwill 
not  devy  thee,  •  Lo,  thou  art  ready  to  die  upon  him,  that  should 
tonch  that  Sacred  Person  :  what  would  thy  life  now  have  been,  in 
comparison  of  renouncing  him  ? 

Since  thou  wert  so  fervent,  why  didst  t|iou  ttot*  rather  fall  upon 
that  treachorthat  betrayed  him,  than  that  serjeant  that  arrested  hun  ? 
Surely,  the  sin  was  so  much  greater,  as  the  plot  of  mischief  is  more 
than  the  execution ;  as  a  domestic  is*  nearer  than  a  stranger ;  as  the 
treason  of  a  friend' is  worse  than  the  forced  eni;riity  of  a  hireling. 
Was  it,  that  the  guilty  wretch  upon  the  fact  dorte  subduced  him- 
self, and  shrouded  bis  false  heacf  under  the  win^  of  darkness  ? 
Was  it,  that  thou  couldst  not  so  suddenly  apprehend  the  odious 
depth  of  that  villainy,  and  instantly  hate  him  that  had  been  thy  old 
companion  ?  Was  it,  that  thy  amazedness  as  yet  conceived  not 
the  purposed  issue  of  this  sciznre,  and  astonishedly  waited  for  the 
success  f  Was  it,  that  though  Judas  were  more  faulty,  yet  Malchus 
was  more  imperiously  cruel  ? 

Howsoever,  thy  courage  was  awaked  with  thyself ;  and  thv  heart 
was  no  less  sincere  than  thy  hand  was  rash  Put  up  again  thi/ 
sword  into  his  plate ;  for  all  they ^  that  take  the  i<-j:ord^  shall pr rim 
with  the  sword.  Good  intentions  are  no  warrant  for  our  actions. 
O  Saviour,  thou  canst)»at  once  accept  of  our  meanings,  and  cen- 
sure our  deeds.  Could  there  be  an  affection  more  worth  encou- 
ragement, than  the  love  to  such  a  Master  ?  Could  there  be  a  more 
just  csluse,  wherein  to  draw  his  sword,  than  in  thy  quarrel  ?  Yet 
this  love,  this  quarrel  cannot  shield  Peter  from  thy  check :  thy 
ttieek  tongue  smites  him  gently,  who  bad  furiously  smote  tliine 
eneniy  ;  Put  up  fhy  sword.  ♦ 
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.  It  was  Peter*«  sword ;  but  to  put  up,  not  to  use  :  there  it  t 
swor4>  which  Peter  may  use ;  but  it  is  of  another  metal.  Ovr 
mreapons  are,  as  our  warfare,  spiritual :  if  he  smite  not  with  this, 
he  incurs  no  less  l^lame,  than  for  smiting  with  the  other.  As  for 
this  material  sword,  what  should  he  do  with  it,  that  is  not  allowed 
to  strike  ?  When  the  Prince  of  Peace  bade  his  followers  sell  their 
coat  and  buy  a  sword,  he  meant  to  insinuate  the  need  of  these 
arms,  not  their  improvement ;  and  to  teach  them  the  danger  of  the 
time,  not  the  manner  of  the  repulse  of  danger.  When  they  there- 
fore sa.id,  JBehold,  here, are  two  swords;  he  answered,  It  is 
inaufih :  he  ^id  not,  '^  Go  buy  more.^^  More  had  not  beea 
enow,  if  a  bodily  defence  had  been  intended.  David's  tower  hail 
been  too  strait  to  yield  sufficient  furniture  of  this  kind.  When 
it  comes  to  use,  Peter^s  one  sword  is  too  much :  Put  up  tAy  swwi, 
Indeed,  there  is  a  temporal  sword  ;  and  that  sword  must  be  drawn, 
else  wherefore  is  it  ?  but  drawn  by  him,  that  bears  it;,  and  he  bean 
it,  that  is  ordaioed  to  be  an  avenger,  to  execute  w^aik  upon  Urn 
that  doth  evil ;  for  he  bears  iiot  the  sword  in  vain.  If  another  mas 
draw  it,  it  cuts  his  fingers  ;.and  draws  so  much  blood  of  hioi  tbsA 
unwarrantably  wields  it,  as  that  hey  who  takes  the,  sword,  shall  pe- 
rish with  the  sword. 

Can  I  chuse  but  wonder,  how  Peter  could  tlius  strike  uo- 
wounded  i  how  he^  whose  first  blow  made  the  fray,-  could  escape 
hewing  in  pieces  from  that  band  of  ruffians  ?  This  could  not  have 
been,  if  thy  power,  O  Saviour,  had  not  restrained  tlieir  rage ;  if 
thy  seasonable  and  sharp  reproof  had  not  prevented  their  reveage. 

Now,  for  ought  I  see,  Peter  smarts  no  less  than  Malchus:  nei- 
ther is  Peter's  ear  less  smitten  by  the  mild  tongue  of  his  Master, 
than  Malchus's  car  by  the  band  of  Peter.    '^*  Weak  disciple  !  tboa 
hast  zealf  but  not  according  to  knowledge :  there  is  not  more  fkuiger 
in  this  act  of  thine,  than  inconsidcration  and  ignorance-  The  cuf^ 
whidi  my  Fathct^  Iiath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?   TIjoo 
drawest  thy  sword,  to  rescue  me  from  suffering.    Alas !  if  I  suii'er 
noty  wliat  would  become  of  thee  ?  what  would  become  of  mankind? 
where  were  that  eternal  and  just  decree  of  my  Father,  wherein  Ism 
a  Jaamb  slain  froin  the  beginning  of  the  world  ?   Dost  thou  fo 
about  to  hinder  thine  own  and  the  whole  world's  redemptiou  ?  Nd 
I  not  once  before  call  thee  Satan,  for  suggesting  to  me  this  imnio- 
nity  from  my  Passion  ?  and  dost  thou  now  think  to  favour  me  witbs 
real  opposition  to  this  great  and  necessary  work  )  Canst  thou  be  so 
weak  as  to  imagine,  that  this  suflering  of  mine  is  not  free  and  vo- 
luntary ?  jCanst  thou  l)e  so  injurious  to  nic,  as  to  think  I  yield,  h^ 
cause  I  want  aid  to  resist  ?  llave  I  not  given  to  thee  and  to  the 
world  many  undeniable  proofs  of  my  Omnipotence?  Didst  tiio<i 
not  see  how  ciisy  it  had  been  lor  me,  to  have  blown  away  these  poor 
forces  of  my  adversaries  r  Dost  tliou  not  know,  that,  if  I  would 
require  it,  all  the  glorious  troo])s  of  the  augck  of  heaven,  any  one 
whereof  is  more  than  worlds  of  men,  wouui  presently  shew  thfffOr 
selves  ready  to  attend  and  rescue  me  ?  Might  this  have  stood  with 
tfie  justice  of  my  deci'oe,  with  the  glory  of  my  mercy,  with  the  b«- 
Djfit  of  man^s  redemption,  it  had  been  done  ^  my  power  should 
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ItfnnB  triumphed  over  the  mpoteot  malice  of  mv  enemies :  but 
uom^  sitioe  that  eternal  decree  mugt  be  accoinplianed,  my  mercy 
mi^  be^i^proved,  maDkitid  nm^t  be  ransomed ;  and  this  cannot  t>e 
done  witlKMH  my  suifering.  T^y'weJl-aneant  valour  *is  no  better^ 
timn  a  wrong  to  thyself »  to  the  world,  tome,  to  my  Father.*^ 

O  Gracious  Saviour,  while  thou  thus  smitest  thy  diaoipie,  thoa 
|«ileat  himk,  whom  thy  disciple  smote:  Many  greater  iiiiracles 
hmdht  thoa  lione ;  none  that  bewrayed  more  mercy  and  meekneiSt 
Iban  tliiB  laal  care :  of  iJI  other,  this  ear  of  Malchus  hath  the 
loaded  toogoe^  to  blazon -the  praiae  of  thy  clemency  and  good* 
oesa  to  thy  yety  caetnies.  Wherefore  came  that  man,  but  in  a 
hoatile  manner  to  attach  thee  i  Be^des  bii^  own,  what  favour  was 
he  worthy  of  foe  his  mastei^a  sake  i  And  if  he  liad  not  been  more 
Sorward  than  hb  fcUows,  why  had  not  his  skin  been  as  whole  as 
IheirB  ?  Yet,  even  aiaiddt  the  throng  of  thin^  apprehenders,  in  the 
heat  of  thehr  violeoce,  in  the  height  of  their  malice,  and  thine  own 
instant  .peril  of  death,  thou  healest  tliat  unnecessary  ear,  which 
had  been  guilty  of  bearing  blaspliemies  against  thee,  and  receiving 
cruel  and  ui^aat  charges  concerning  thee. 

O  Malchua,  could  thy  ear  be  whole,  and  not  thy  heart  broken 
and  contrite  with  vemorse  for  rising  up  against  so  merciful  and  sd 
pownfiil  a  hand?  Could  thou  chuse  but  say,  '^  O  Blessed  Jesu,  I 
tee  it  was  thy  Providence,  that  preserved  my  head,  when  my  ear 
was  smitten  ;  it  is  thine  Almighty  Power,  that  hath  miraculously 
restored  that  ear  of  mine,  which  I  had  justly  forfeited  :  this  head 
of  roina  shall  never  be  guilty  of  plotting  any  further  mischief 

2 gainst  thee  $  this  ear  shaU  never  entertain  any  more  reproaches  of 
y  name ;  thb  heart  of  mine  shall  ever  acknowledge  and  mwnify 
thy  tender  mercies,  thy  Divine  Omnipotence  ?'*  Could  thy  feUows 
see  such  a  demonstration  of  power  and  goodness,  with  unrelenting 
hearts  t  Unthankful  Malchus^  and  cruel  soldiers !  ye  were  worse 
woonded,  and  felt  it  not.  God  bad  struck  your  breasts  with  a 
fearful  obduration,  that  ye  still  persist  in  your  bloody  enterprise, 
^nd  ihey,  that  had  laid  hold  en  Jesusy  led  him  am<nfy  Xc. 

John  xviu\ 

CHRIST  BEFORE  CAIAPHAS. 

That  traitor,  whom  his  own  cord  made,  soon  after,  too  &8t,  gave 
this  charge  concerning  Jesus,  Jfdd  him  fast.  Fear  makes  his 
guard  cruel :  they  bind  his  hands,  and  think  no  twist  can  be  atronr 
^OQgb  for  this  Sampson,  Fond  Jews  and  soldiers !  if  bis  own  wiU 
had  not  tied  him  faster  than  your  cords,  though  those  manacieabad 
been  the  stifiest  cables  or  t£ie  strongest  iron,  they  had  been  but 
threads  of  tow* 

What  eyea  can  but  run  over,  to  see  thoae  hands,  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  wrung  together  and  bruised  with  those  merciless 
€ords ;  to  see  Him  hound,  who  came  to  restore  us  to  the  liberty  of 
the  sons  of  God ;  to  see  the  Lord  of  Lite  contemptuously  dragged 
^hroi^h  the  aHealay  firat  to  the  hbuae  of  Annas,  than  from  thence 
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to  the  hmise  of  Cdiaphas,  fr6m  him  to  Pifaite,  ^from  PHite  to 
Herod,  from  Herbd'baok  agiiih  to  Pilate,  irotn'PiiMe  to^hb  Ori- 
varv  :  White,  in%he  m^n  tim^y  t^het^base  nibMeand  ttoiin  of  the 
inceiistid  mtiU?fuHe  runi8«  after  hinv  with  shouts  andk  ^orne?  Tfce 
act  of  death  )t;^th  noe-  itr  it  so'inucb  misery  and  horror,  astk  | 
pomp  of  d^ath.^-       '    •"    '  '  '  -    •«     '    -•*•  j 

And  what  h^ddi'  arti  this  pageant  of  cruelty  ?  Wherefore  «b 
thi^stftteahd'litfgerhi^  of  an  <i(lrmst  execution  ?'  Was  it,  fortfat 
th*if  ttwllide  liekJ'  a  qiiifefc  dispawh'  coo  imiteh  nn«pcy  i  Was  it,  fa 
tftat,  whlki  th^ 'nwanf  «b  be  bloodv,  they  Would  (»tn  ^eeck  jftot^ 
tA 'sudden  viotent»e  hart  beenpatpabrymurderoni^:  iiow;tfa^dQioa 
-of  a  legal  pmcess  gilds  over  all  then?  deadly  (rpite)  and  wcHill 
seem  to. rennet  theiti  hdnest,  and'tfie  accused  ffuilty;  ••••;- 
«  Thi*  attachment,  this*  convention  ■  of  the  imloodht  was-a  tt* 
night-work  ;  a  deied  of  so  much' daiiLnass^¥Paa  fiot'fcA^the  ligk 
•Old  Annas  and  that  wicked  benrh  of  grey-h«!ad«d  •'Scribes 'sri 
Elders,  can  be  content  to  break  their  sle^p  to  do  mischief.  Ewj 
and  malice  can  make  noon  of  mfidnight.  • ' 

It  is  resolved  he  shall  die;  and  notw  pretences ^nmut  besought) 
that  he  itiay  be  cleartly  murdered.    '  ;  • 

'  All  evil  begins  at  «be  sanctuary.  The  Priests  and  Scribes^ 
Elders  are  the  first  in  this  bloody  scenes.  They  ha^e  paid  for  thil 
head  ;  and  now  long  to  see,  what  ttfcy  shall  Have  for  their  tiattj 
'silVerling«.  •      fn      .•  :   . 

The  bench  is  set  in  the  hall  of  Caiaphas.  False  iHtnesses  tft 
nought  for,  and  hired  :  they  agree  not,  but  shame  their  subomeri. 
Woe  is  me,  what  safety  can  ttere  be  ibr  innocence,  When  the  evi- 
dence is  wilfully  corrupted  ?  What  State  was  ever  so  pttte,  as  not 
to"  yield  some  miscreants,  that  will  either  sell  or  lend  an  oath  I 
What  a  brand  hath  the  wisdom  of  God  set  upon  <atsdiooic^  erefl 
dissonance  atid  distraction !  wliereas  truth  ever  holds  togetlier ;  awl 
jars  not,  while  it  is  itself.  O  Savio\ir,  what  a  perfect  innocence 
was  in  thy  life,  what  an  exaet  purity  in  tliv  doctrine,  that  'luaiicc 
itself  cannot  so  much  as  devise  wliat  to  slander ! 

It  were  hard,  if  hell  should  not  find  somefactors  upon  earth.  M 
last,  two  witnesses  are  brought  ia,  that  have  learned  to  agree  with 
themselves,  while  they  differed  from  truth.  They  say  tne  sanKi 
though  false ;  This  fdlov)  saidy  I  am  able  to  destroy  the  Tempk^J 
Gody  awl  build  it  a^ain  in  three  days.  Perjured  wretches !  Were 
these  the  terms,  that  you  heard  from  that  Sacred  Mouth  f  Swd  I* 
formally  thus,  as  ye  have  deposed  ?  It  is  true,  he  spake  of  i  tem- 
ple, of  destroying,  of  building,  of  three  days;  but  did  hc^spci* 
of  that  temple,  of  his  own  destroying,  of  a  material  building  in 
that  space  ?  He  said,  Destroy  ye :  ye  say,  /  am  able  to  destrpf. 
He  said,  this  Temple  of  his  oody  :  ye  say,  the  Teniple  of  G». 
He  said,  /  mil  vt'aite  up  this  Temple  of  my  body  in  three  days:y^ 
sav ,  /  am  able  in  three  days  to  binld  this  material  TenipU  y  ^• 
y\\e  words  were  his,  the  sentence  yours :  the  words  were  true,tte 
evidence  false.  So,  while  you  report  the  words  and  misrcportth 
sense,*  ye  swear  a  true  falsehood,  and  are  truly  forsworn. 
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>  Where- the  resolotkio^  .afa\  fpced^  aby  celour  ^'M  ^•enre*  <  Bad 
those  words  been  spoken ,  they  c^ntaioed  te  crime  ;  bad  he  beeH 
such  as  they  aappoaea  him^.a  ibere  maitt  the  speech  had  carried  a* 
semblacice of  ostentation,  no  semblance  of  blasphemy:  yet  bew 
vehement  is  Caiaphas  for  an  answer  i  as  if  th(^e  w.ords  had  already 
battered  that  sacred  pile,  or  the  protestation  of  his  ability  had  been; 
the  highest  treason  aeainst  the  God  of  the  Temple. . 

That  Infinite 'Wisdom  knew  well,  how  little*  satisfaction  there . 
could  he  inaoflwers,  where  the  .sentence  was  determined;  Je^us 
held  his  peace.     Where  the  asker  is  unworthy,  the  question  cap«. 
tious,  words  bootless,  the  best  answer  is  sileiice.       • 

Erewhile,  his  jast  and  moderate  speech  to'  Annaa  was  returned 
with  fk  buiiefc  ob  die  cheek  : .  now,  his  silence  is  oo  less  displeasing. 
Caiapfaaa  was  not  more  malicious -itban  crafty  ;<  ^bat  was  in  vain, 
attempted  by  witnesses,  shaJA  be^awn  out  of  Obrist'sown  mouth  ; 
what  an  accusation  could  not  effect,  an  adjuration  shall ;  J  adjure- 
thee  by  the  iiving  God^  thui  thou  tell  us^wAethef^\ihou  iK'the  Christy 
the  Son  of  God,  Yea,  this  was  the  way  to  scnew-o^t  a  killing  an*- 
swer.  Caiaphas,  thy  mouth  was  impure,  but  thy  .charge  is  dread- 
faL  Now,  if  Jesus  holds  his  peace,  be  iscriixl  down  for  a  pro* 
fime  disregarder  of  that  Awful  Name ;  if  he  auswer,  he  is  en-^ 
snared  :  an  affirmation  is  death ;  a  denial,  worse  than  death.  No, 
Caiaphas*,  .thou  shalt  well  know,  it  was  not  fear,  .that  all  this  while 
stopped  that  Gracious  iVlouth.  Thou  speakest  to,  liim,  that  cabnot 
fioar  those  faces  he  haith  jnade.  .  He,  that  hath  charged  us  to  con* 
fess  him,  cannot  but  confess  himself ;  Jesus  saith  unto  hinif  Thott 
kustsaid. 

There  is  a  time  to  speak^  and  a  time  to  keep  silence.  He,  that  is. 
the  Wisdom  of  his  Father',  bath  here  given  us  a  pattern  of  bothj 
We  may  not  so  speak,  as  to  give  advantage  to  cavils ;  we  may  not 
be  so  silent,  as.  to  betray  the  Trudi. 

Tfaott  shalt  bavie  no  more  cause,  proud  and  insulting  Caiaphas, 
to  complain  of  a.  speechless  prisoner :  now,  tliou  shalt  hear  more, 
than  thou  Hemandedst :  Hereafter  skall  ye  see  the  Soft  ojMan  sit- 
ting  on  the  right  hand  of  power y  and  canting  in  the  clouds  of 
Heaven.  There  spake  my  Saviour ;  the  voice  of  God^  and  not  of 
fiuwu  Hear  now,  insolent  high  priest,  and  be  confounded.  That 
Sen.bf  MaU)  whom  thou  seest,  is  the  8on  of  God,  %vliom  thou 
canst  not  ^ee  :  that  Son  of  Man,  that;  S()i>  .of  Gi^d,  that  God  and 
Man,  whom  thou  now  seest  standing  despicably  bcloie  thy  consisr 
toial  seat  in  a  base  dejectedness,  Uiui. shalt  tiibadnce  with  horror 
and  trembling  see  majestically  sittiiig  on  the  Throne  of  ,Heavei>^ 
attended  with.. thousand  thousands. of  angels,  and  coming  in  the 
clouds fto  that  dreadfulJudgment,  therein  tbyst^If;  amongst  other 
^aamed  maltefaotors,  sl^ialt  be  presented  before  that  Glorious  Tri*-. 

bunal  qf  Us,,  aad  a^i^^S^' ^  ^<^y  }^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^    ' 

.   Go  now^  wretched  hypocrite^  and  reiKf  Uiy  garments ;  while,  iu 

toe  meati.  time,  thou  art  worthy  to  bavQthy  ^oubroiit  iVoui  thy  body, 

lor  thy  spiteful  blasphemy  against  the  Son  of  God,     - 

•  Onwarda,  thy  pretence  is  fair,  and  jsuch  .as,  cannot  but  receive 
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2i|iphii8e  fiN»  tky  6MifMcted  cv&m';  What  Mtti  kmve  M  if  «&. 
nesses  ?  JSehoUty  mv  j^  Ami€  Ae<«rdl  Ail  Mo^ibAfvy.  W/M  thmk 
yr  P  v^fitf  ihey  answered  and  satdf  He  is  guilfy  ef  demik. 

What  heed  is  to  be  taken  of  men^s  faifmeat  i  So  Ught  ars  dier 
upon  the  balance,  that  one  dram  nf  preindice  of  foveataloMnt  tonii 
the  teales.  Who  were  these,  but  the  gwave  Benchor&  of  Jcnn^ 
km,  the  synod  of  the  choice  Rabbieii  of  bfael  r  j9t  these  pas 
sentence  against  the  Lord  of  Life  ;  sentence  of  that  ileath  of  bis, 
whereby,  if  ever,  they  shall  be  redeemed  from  the  misrderof  tkv 
sentence. 

(>  Saviour,  this  is  not  the  isst  time,  wberdn  tliou  hast  leceiisl 
cruel  dooms  from  them,  that  profess  learning  and  hoiiiieas.    What 
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Now  is  the  fury  of  thy  malignant  enemies  let  loose  wpoii  thse: 
what  measure  can  be  too  hard  for  him,  that  is  denounced  wortk 
ef  death  ?  Now,  those  foul  mouths  deAle  thy  BiesBed  Face  nia 
their  impure  spittle,  the  venomous  froth  of  their  malice:  noir, 
those  cruel  hams  are  lifted  up  to  buffet  thy  Sacred  Cheeks :  noir, 
acorn,  and  insoltatioii,  triumphs  over  thine  humble  Fstteoee; 
JPr^pAesu  unto  la,  th4m  Christy  wha  it  is  that  smote  the^.  O  Deir 
Jestt,  woat  a  beginning  is  here  of  a  Passion  !  There  thou  standoik 
bound,  condemned,  spat  upon,  buffetted,  derided  by  naalieiov 
smners«  Thou  art  bound,  who  earnest  to  loose  the  baaoa  of  deatk; 
thou  art  condemned,  whose  sentence  must  acquit  the  worid;  thfli 
art  spat  upon,  that  art  fairet*  than  the  sons-efmem  tfaoaarthif- 
fstted,  in  whose  mouth  was  no  guile ;  thou  art  derided,  wbosrf 
€lothed  with  glory  and  majesty. 

In  the  mean  while,  how  can  I  enough  wonder  at  thy  ininii* 
Mercy,  who,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  woeful  indignities,  eoaUtf 
find  a  time  to  cast  thine  eyes  back  upon  thy  frail  seaA  ungratiAi 
disciple ;  and  in  whose  Gracious  Ear  Peter's  cock  sounded  ioudtf, 
than  all  these  reproaches  r  O  iSaviour,  diou,  who,  in  thine  appff- 
hension,  couidst  forget  all  thy  danger,  to  correct  and  brat  ha 
ovei'Jasbing  ;  now,  in  the  heat  of  thy  arraignment  and'  condiiaM 
sion,  canst  forget  thy  own  misery,  to  reclaim  his  error ;  and,  bf 
that  seasonable  glance  of  thine  eye,  to  strike  his  heart  with  anw' 
ful  remorse. 

He,  that  was  kutely  so  valiant  to  Aght  for  thee,  now,  die  aot 
morning,  is  so  cowardly  as  to  deny  thee  :  be  shrinks  at  the  f<^ 
of  a  Maid,  who  was  iK>t  daunted  witn  the  sight  of  a  baiid.  O  P^ttfi 
had  thy  slip  been  sudden,  thy  fall  had  been  more  easy.  iVesKV 
nition  ag^mvaites  ttiy  ofi'ence ;  that  stone  was  ftneskewed  tlVf 
whereat  thou  stumbWdst :  neither  dki  thy  warning  move  add  totfcf 
guih,  than  thine  own  fbre-resolution.  How  didst  thea  y^f 
though  thou  shouldst  die  with  thy  Master,  uot  to  deny  him !  Hs<k^ 
thou  said  nothing,  but  answereil  with  a  trembling  siksDce,  tbv 
shame  bad  bean  the  less.   Good  purposes,  wiien  they  aia  not  h4ui 
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do  80  fcr  turn  enemies  to  the  entertainer  6f  them,  as  tint  they  help 
to  double  iKyth  hisliin  and  punistnnent. 

Yet  a  single  denial  had  been  but  easy :  thine,  I  fear  to  speak  it, 
was  lit|ed  with  swearing  and  execration. 

Whence  then,  Oh  wnence  w^  this  so  vehement  and  peremptory 
declamation  of  so  gracious  a  Master  ?  What  such  danger  had  aU 
tended  thy  "profession  of  his  attendance  ?  One  of  thy  fellotvs  was 
known  to  the  high  priest  for  a  follower  of  Jesus ;  yet  he  not  only 
came  hinis^f  into  tnat  open  Hall,  in  view  of  the  Bench,  but  treat- 
ed with  the  Maid  that  kept  the  door  to  let  thee  in  also.    Siie  knew 
kim  what  he  was ;  and  could  therefore  speak  to  thee,  as  brought 
in  by  his  mediation,  Art  not  thou  also  one  of  this  man^s  disciples  f 
Thou  also  supposes  the  firat  acknowledged  such  ;  yet  what  crime, 
what  danger  was  urged  upon  that  noted  disciple?   What  could 
Ittive  been  more  to  thee  }  Was  it,  that  thy  heart  niiegave  thee  thou 
mightest  be  called  to  account  for  Malchus  ?  It  was  no  thank  uy 
thee,  that  that  ear  was  healed ;  neither  did  there  want  those,  that 
wouki  think  how  near  that  ear  was  to  the  head.     Doubtless,  that 
busy  fellow  himself  was  not  far  off:  and  bis  fellows  and  kinsmen 
would  have  been  apt  enough  to  follow  thee,  beskles  thy  disciple^ 
slap,  upon  a  bloodshed,  a  riot,  a  rescue.     Thy  conscience  hath 
made  thee  thus  unduly  timorous  ;  and  now,  to  be  sure  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  that  affiray,  thou  renouncest  all  knowledge  of 
kim,  in  whose  cause  thou  foughtest. 

Howsoever,  the  sin  was  heinous.  I  tremble  at  such  a  fall  of  so 
great  an  Apostle.  It  was  thou,  O  Peter,  tl&t  bulfetedst  thy  M^^ 
ter,  more  tlian  those  Jews :  it  was  to  thee,  that  he  turned  th^  cheek 
from  thenn,  as  to  view  him  by  whom  he  most  smarted :  he  felt  thee 
afitur  off,  and  answered  thee  with  a  look  ;  such  a  look  as  was  able 
to  kill  and  revive  at  once.  "  Thou  hast  wounded  me,"  mayest 
thou  now  say,  "  O  my  Saviour,  Thouhqst  wouhded  my  heart  with 
•ne  of  thine  eyes :  that  one  Eye  of  thy  Merc^  hath  wounded  my 
heart,  with  a  deep  remorse  for  my  grievous  sm,  with  an  indi^na* 
tionat  my  unthankfulness :  that  one  glance  of  thine  hath  resolved 
aie  into  the  tears  of  sorrow  and  contrition.  Oh  that  mine  eyes 
i»ere  JbuntainSy  and  my  cheeks  channttls  that  shall  never  be 
dried  !'*  And  Peter  went  outy  and  wept  bitterly,  Matthew  rrvi. 


CHRIST  BEFORE  PILATfi. 

Wbll  worthy  were  these  Jews  to  be  tributary.  They  had  ca^t  off 
the  yoke  of  their  God,  and  had  justly  earned  this  Roman  servi- 
tude. ^Tiberius  had  befriended  them  too  well,  with  so  favourable 
a  goveiuor  «a  Pilate.  Had  they  had  the  power  of  lite  and  death 
in  their  hands,  tliey  had  not  been  beholden  to  a  heatlien  for  a  legal 
Biuider.  I  know  not,  whether  they  more  repine  at  this  slavery.; 
or  please  themselves  to  think,  how  cleanly  they  can  shift  off  this 
blood  into  aiK>ther*s  hand.  These  great  masters  of  Israel  flock 
from  their  own  consistory  to  Pilate  s  juAi^uent-hall.     The  .sen- 
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tence  had  been  theirs^  the  es^ecution  iQiifit  be  bis ;  and  now  ihsf 
hope  to  bear  down  Jesus,  w^^ith  the  stream  of  that  frequent  coo* 
flueDce. 

Bui  what  ails  you,  O  ye  Rulers  of  Israel,  that  ye  stand  thus 
thronging  at  the  door  ?  Why  do  ye  not  go  io  to  that  public  room 
of  judicature,  to  call  for  that  justice-ye  came  for  ?  Was  it,  for  that 
y^  would  not  deiile  yourselves  with  the  contagion  of  a  heathen 
roof  i  Holy  men  !  your  consciences  Avould  uot  suflPei"  you  to  yieU 
to6o  impure  an  act ;  your  Passover  must  be  kept,  your  person 
must  i>e  clean  :  while  ye  expect  justice  from  the  man,  ye  abhor 
tlie  pollution  of  the  place.  Woe  to  you  Priests,  Scribes^  Klders, 
Hypocrites:  can  there  be  any  roof  so  unclean,  as  that  of  your 
own  breasts?  Not  Pilate^s  walls,  but  your  hearts  are  impure.  Is 
murder  .your  errand ;  and  do  you  stick  at  a  local  infection  f  Gcd 
sfiall  smite^yowy  ye  whitcd  walls*  Do  ye  long  to  be, stained  with 
blood)  with  the  blood  of  God  ?  and  do  ye  fear  to  be  defiled  with 
tlie  touch  of  Pilate's  pavement  ?  Doth  so  small  a  ^a^  stick  in  your 
throatH>  while  ye  swallow  such  a  camel  of  flagitious  wickedne^^ 
Go  out  of  yourselves,  ye  fake  dissemblers,  if  ye  would  not  be 
uru^Iean.  Pilate,  onwards,  bath  more  cause  to  fear,  lest  his  waUs 
abpuld  bo  defiled  with  the  presence  of  so  prodigious  monsters  of 
impiety. 

Thilt  plausible  governor  condescends  to  humour  their  supersti- 
tion. They  dare  not  come  into  him :  he  yields  to  go  forth  to  them. 
Even.  Pilate  begins^  j^tiy,  What  accusation  bring  you  against  this 
vmnif  It  i^  no  JM^gir^g^  of  religign  by  the  outward  demeanour  of 
BleiA :  tliQiie  ^lUipre  justice  amongst  Romans j  dian  amongst  Jews. 
Thetse  malicious  Itabbies  thought  it  enpugh,  tijut  they  had  sen- 
teoced  Jesus :  no  more  was  now  expected,  but  a  speedy  execu- 
tion.    //  kf.  were  not  a  vialef actor,  we  xvould  yiot  nave  delivered 
him  up  unto  th^e.     Civil  justice  must  be  their  liangman.    It  is 
enougli  conviption,  tliat  ne  is  delivered  up  to  the  secular  powers. 
Themselves  have  judged  ;  these  other  .nms^  kill. 
'   Pilate  and  Caiaphus  have  changed  places:  this  pagan  speaks 
that  law  and  justice,  wiiich  that  high  prie^^t  should  have  done;  and 
that  higfi  priest  speaks  tliost;  murdering  incongruities,  which  would 
better  have  beseemed  the  mouth  of .  a  pagan.     "  What  needs  aaj 
new  trial  ?   Dost  thou  know,  Pilate,  wno  we  are  ?  Is  this  the  ho- 
nour, that  thou  givest  to  our  sacred  pricsthc»o(l  ?  Is  this  thy  valua- 
tion of  our  sanctity  ?  Had  the  basest  of  the  vulgar  complained  to 
thee,  thou  couldst  but  have  put  theni  to  a  review.    Our  place  and 
holiness  looked  not  to  be  distrusted.   \(  our  scrupulous  conscierices 
suspect  thy  very  walls,  thou  ma  vest  well  think  tliere  is  small  reason 
to  suspect  our  consciences.     Upon  a  full  hearing,  ri{)e  delibera' 
tion,  and  ex'quisitely-judicial  pnjcceding,  we  have  sentenced  this 
malefactor  to  death  :  there  needs  no  more  from  thee,  but  thy  coffl" 
mand  of  execution."    O  monster,  whether  of  malice  or  unjus»ice. 
Must  he  then  be  a  malefactor,  whom  ve  will  condemn?  1*7°^ 
bare  word  ground  enough  to  shed  blood  ?  Whom  did  ye  ever  Wlj 
but  tile  righteous  ?  By  whose  hands  {x^rislied  the  prophets.'  "^^ 
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wo|"d  was  but  mistaken  ;  ye  should  have  said,  **  If  we  had  not  been 
malefactors,  we  bad  never  delivered  up  this  innocent  man  unto 
thee.*" 

It   must  needs  be  notoriously  unjust,  which  very  nature  hath 
taught  pagans  to  abhor.     Pilate  sees  and  hates  this  bloody  sngges- 
tiott  ana  practice :  "  Do  ye  pretend  holiness,  and  urge  so  injuri- 
ous a  violence  ?  If  he  be  such  as  ye  accuse  him,  where  is  his  con- 
viction ?    If  he  cannot  be  legally  convicted,  why  should  he  die  ? 
Do  you  think  I  may  take  your  complaint  for  a  crime  ?  If  I  must 
judge  for  you,  why  have  you  judged  for  yourselves  ?  Could  je 
suppose,  that  I  would  condemn  any  man  unheard  ?  If  your  Jewish 
laws  yield  you  this  liberty,  the  Roman  laws  yield  it  not  to  me.    It 
is  not  for  roe,  to  judge  aflter  your  laws,  but  after  our  own.  Your 
prejudgment  may  not  sway  me.  Since  ye  have  gone  so  far,  be  ye . 
your  own  carvers  of  justice ;  Take  ye  Aim,  and  Judge  him  accord^ 
ing  to  your  lawJ**     O  Pilate,  how  happy  had  it  been  for  thee,  if 
thou  hadst  held  thee  there!  Thus,  thou  hadst  washed  thy  hands 
more  clean,  than  in  all  thy  basons.    Might  law  have  been  the  rule 
of  this  Judgment,  and  not  malice,  this  blood  had  not  been  shed. 

How  palpably  doth  their  tongue  bewray  their  heart!  It  is  not 
lawful  JOT  uSy  to  put  any  man  to  death.  Pilate  talks  of  judgment ; 
they  talk  of  death.  This  was  their  only  aim.  Law  was  but  a  co- 
lour ;  judgment  was  but  a  ceremony  \  death  was  their  drift ;  and 
without  this,  nothing.  Blood-thirsty  Priests  and  Elders !  it  is  well, 
that  this  power  of  yours  is  restrained  :  no  innocence  could  have ' 
been  safe,  if  your  lawless  will  had  had  no  limits.  It  were  pity, 
this  sword  should  b^  in  any,  but  just  and  sober  hatids.  Your  fury 
did  not  always  consult  with  law :  what  law  allowed  your  violence 
to  Stephen,^  to  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  your  deadly  attempts 
against  this  Blessed  Jesus  whoin  ye  now  persecute  \  How  lawful 
was  it  for  you,  to  procure  that  death,  whicn  ye  could  not  inflict  ? 
It  is  all  the  care  of  hypocrites,  to  seek  umbrages  and  pretences' 
for  their  hateful  purposes ;  and  to  make  up  other  use  of  laws,  whe- 
tlier  divine  or  human,  but  to  serve  turns. 

Where  death  is  fore-resolved,  there  cannot  want  accusations. 
Malice  is  not  so  barren,  as  not  to  yield  crimes  enough.  And  they 
began  to  accuse  hirriy  saying y  **  We  found  this  fcuow  perverting 
the  nation ;  and  forbidding  to  give. tribute  unto  Casarj  saying  that 
he  hinis^lf  is  Christ  and  king.  What  accusations  saidst  thou,  O 
Pilate  ?  Heinous  and  capital  Thou  mightest  have  believed  our 
confident  intimation ";  but  since  thou  wilt  needs  urge  us  to  par* 
titulars,  know  that  we  come  furnished  with  such  an  indictment,  as 
sball  make  thine  ears  glow  to  hear  it.  Besides  that  blasphemy, 
whereof  he  hath  been  condemned  by  us,  this  man  is  a  seducer  of 
the  people,  a  faiser  of  sedition,  a  usurper  of  sovereignty."  O  im- 
pudent suggestion  !  What  marvel  is  it,  O  Saviour,  if  thine  honest 
servants  be  loaded  with  slanders,  when  thy  most  innocent  person 
escaped  not  so  sliameful  criminations?  Thou,  apeiTerter  of  th« 
nation,  who  taughtest  tlie  way  pf  God  truly !  Thou,  a  forbidder  of 
VOL.  u,  I  I  * 
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tribute,  who  payedst.it,  who  prascribedst  it,  who  proredst  it  to  be 
Caesar's  due  f  Thou,  a  challenger  of  temporal  sovereignty,  who 
avoidedst  it,  renouncedst  it,  prof'essedst  to  come  to  serve  f  0  the 
fprehead  of  malice!  Go,  ye  shameless  traducers^  and  swear  that 
truth  is  guilty  of  all  falsehood,  justice  of  all  wrong  ;  and  that  the 
sun  is  the  only  cause  of  darkness,  iire  of  cold. 

Now  Pilate  startles. at  the  charge.  The  name  of  tribute,  the 
name  of  Caesar,  is  in  mention:  these  potent  spells  can  fetch  him 
back  to  the  Coimxion  Hall,  and  call.  Jesus  to  the  bar.  There,  0 
Saviour,  staiidest  thou  meekly  to  be  judged,  who  shaft  once  come 
t9  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  Than  shall  he,  before  Mrbom  thou 
stoodest  guiltless  and  dejected,  stand  before  thy  dreadful  Majestj* 
guilty  and  trembling. 

The  ixame  of  a  king,  of  Caesar,  is  justly  tender  and  awful.  The 
least  whisper  of  a  usurp^^tion  or  disturbance  is  entertained  with  a 
jealous  care.  Pilate  takes  this  intimation  at  the  first  bound  ;,  Art 
thou  thtxi  thif  King  of  the  Jews  ?  He  felt  his  ow;i  freehold  now 
touched :  it  was  time  for  him  to  stir.  Daniel's  Weeks  were  now 
famously  knowji  to  be  near  expiring.  Many  arrpgant  and  busy 
spirits,  (as  Judas  of  Galilee,'  Theudas,  and  that  Egyptian  so- 
clucer,)  taking  that  advantage,  had  raised  several  conspiracies,  set 
up  new  titles  to  the  crown,  gathered  forces  to  maintain  their  false 
claims.  PerhajM,  Pilate  supposed  some  such  business  now  on 
foot;  and  thereioxe  asks  so  curiously,  j^rt  t/iou  the  King  of  iht 
Jews  ?     . 

He,  that  was  no  less  Wisdom  than  Truth,  thought  it  not  best, 
either  to  a^rm  or  deny  at  once.  Sometinies,  it  may  be  extremely 
prejudicial,  to  speak. all  truths,  't'o  disclaim  that  title  suddenly, 
which  tad  been  of  old  given  .him  by  the  prophets,  at  his  birtk 
bv  the  Eas^rn  Sages,  and  now  lately  at  his,  procession  by  the  ac- 
claiming multitude,,  had  been  injurious  to  himself;  to  profess  and 
challenge  it  absolutely,  had  been  unsafe,  and  needlessly  provoking* 
By  wise  and  just  degrees,  therefore,  doth  he  so  a(Hrm  this  truthi 
that  he  both  satisfies  the  inquirer,  and  takes  oflF  all  peril  and  pre- 
judice from  his  assertion.  Puate  shall  know  him  a  King  ;  but  such 
aiding,  ias  no  kingtieeds  to  fear,  as  all  kings  ought  to  acknowledge 
and  adore :  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  ^ 

It  is  your  mistaking,  O  ye  Earthly  Potentates,  that  is  guil!^  » 
your  fears.  Herod  hears  or  a  Kiug  born  ;  and  is  troubled  :  P3^^^ 
hears  of  a  King  of  the  Jews  ;  and  is  incensed.  Were  ye  oot  ig- 
norant, ye.  could  not  b^  jealous.  Had  ye  learned  to  distinguish 
of  kingdoms,  these  suspicions  would  vanish.  There  are  secular 
kingdoms,  there  are  spiritual ;  neither  of  these  trenches  upon 
other  :  your  kingdom  is  secular,  Christ's  is  spiritual ;  bothmav, 
both .  must  stand  together.  His  laws  are  Divine ;  yours,  civil : 
His  reign  is. eternal;  yoijrs,  temporal:  the  jA^ty  oi  His  rule  M 
inward,  and  stands  in  xh^  graces  of  sanctincation,  love,  p^^ce, 
righteousness,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  yours,  in  outward  pofliP* 
riches,  magnificence  :  His  enemies  are  the  Devil,  the  World,  tnfi 
Flesih;  yours  are  bodily  usurpers,  and  external  peace-breakers: 
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His  svrord  is  the  pawer  of  the  word  and  Spirit ;  yours,  material : 
His  rule  is  over  tne  conscience ;  yours,  over  bodies  and  lives :  He 

gunisbes  with  hell ;  ye,  with- temporal  death  or  torture.  Yea,  so 
kr  is  he  froqi  opposing  your  government,  that  by  Hint  ye  kings 
Teign :  your  sceptres  are  His ;  but  to  maintain,  not  to  wield,  not 
to.  resist  O  the  unjust  fears  of  vain  men!  He  takes  hot  away 
your  earthly  kingdoms,  who  gives  you  heavenly  :  He  discrowns 
not  the  body,  who  crowns  the  soul :  His  intention  is  not  to  make 
you  less  great,  but  more  happy. 

The  charge  is  so  fully  answered,  that  Piiate  acquits  the  pri- 
soner. The  Jewish  Masters  stand  still  without :  their  very  malioe 
dares  not  venture  their  pollution,  in  going  in  to  prosecute  their 
accusation.  Pilate  hath  examined  him  within ;  and  now  come» 
forth  to  these  eager  complainants,  with  a  cold  answer  to  their 
over-hot  expectation;  I  find  in  him  no  fault  at  all.  O  noble 
testimony  of  Christ's  Innocence  from  that  mouth,  which  afterwards 
doomed  lum  to  death ! 

What  a  difierence  there  is,  betwixt  a  man,  as  he  is  himself,  and 
as  be  is  the  servant  of  others'  wills !  It  is  Pilate's  tongue,  that  says, 
I  find  in  him  no  fault  at  oUmH  is  the  Jews'  ton^e  in  Pilate's 
mouth,  that  says.  Let  him  be  cmucified.  That  crud  sentence  can* 
not  blot  him,  whom  this  attestation  cleareth. 

Neither  doth  he  say,  <^  I  find  him  not  guilty  in  that,  whereof 
he  is  accused ;"  but  gives  an  universal  acquittance  of  the  whole 
carriage  of  Christ,  I  find  in  him  no  fault  at  all.  In  spite  of  ma* 
lice,  Innocence  shall  fihd  abettors.  Rather  than  Christ  shall  want 
wiitnesses,  the  mouth  of  Pilate  shall  be  opened  to  his  justaficstion*' 
How  did  these  Jewish  blood  suckers  stand  thunder  stricken,'  with 
fionnexpected  a  word  !  His  absolution  was  thehr  death ;  his  acquit* 
tal^  their  conviction.  *^  No  faulty  when  we  have  found  crimes ! 
No  fault  at  a//,  when  we  have  condemned  him  for  capital  offences! 
How  palpably  doth  Pilate  give  us  the  lie!  How  shamefully  doth 
he  am-ont  our  authority,  and  disparage  our  justice !"  So  ingenuous 
a  tertimony  doubtless  exasperated  the'  fury  of  these  J^ws :  the 
fire. of  their  indignation  was  seven«^fold  more  intended,  with  the 
sense  of-  their  repulse. 

Itreodble  to  think,  how  just  Pilate  as  vet  was,  and  how  soon  af* 
ter  depraved ;  ^va^  how  merciful,  together  with  that  justice.  How 
fain  would  he  wve  freed  Jesu5>  whom  he  found  faultless ! 

Corrupt:ciistomv  in  memory  of  their  deliverance  from  Egyptian 
bondage,  allowed  to  gratify  the  J&i(r&  with  the  free  delivery  of^ 
some  one' prisoner.  •  Tradiuon  would  be  encroaching :  the  Paschal 
itjaqib  was  monument  enough  of  thai  happy  rescue:  :nlen  affect  to- 
have  something  of  their  own.  Pilate  was  willing  to  take  this  ad- 
vantage, of  dismissing  Jesus.  That  he  might  m  the  more  likely 
to  [prevail,  he^  proposeth  him,  wiA  the  choiqe  suid  nomim^ion  of- 
so  notorious- a  malefactor,  as  he  might  justly  think  uncapable  of 
all  mercy ;  Barabbas,  a  thief,  a  murderer,  a  seditionary ;  infift- 
mous  for  all,  odidas  to  all.  Had  he  propounded,  some  oche^r  inno* 
cent  prisoner^  hejuigfat  have  fenrei  the.  election  would  be.  dojabu 
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ful :  he  cannot  misdoubt  the  competition  of  so  prodigious  ft  male- 
factor.  Then  iheu  all  cried  again  ^  Not  JETtm,  but  Sarabhas.  0 
Malice,  beyond  all  example  shameless  and  bloody !  Who  can  but 
blush  to  tbink,  that  a  Heathen  should  see  Jews  so  imoetaouslyui^ 
just,  so  savagely  cruel  ?  He  knew  there  was  no  faufc  to  be  found 
in  Jesus ;  he  knew  there  was  no  crime,  that  was  not  to  be  found  in 
Barabbas :  yet  he  hears,  and  blushes  to  hear,  them  say.  Not  Hm^ 
but  Barabbas. 

Was  not  this,  think  we,  out  of  similitude  of  condition  ?  Every 
thing  affects  tlie  like  to  itself:  every  thing  aifects  the  preservation 
of  that  it  liketh.  What  wonder  is  it  then,  if  ye  Jews,  who  pro- 
fess yourselves  the  murderers  of  that  Just  One,  favour  a  Ba- 
rabbas? 

O  Saviour,  what  a  killing  indignity  was  this,  for  .thee  to  bear 
from  thine  own  nation  !  Hast  tiiou ,  refused  all  glory,  to  put  on 
shanoe  and  misery,  for  their  sakes  ?  Hast  thou  disregarded  thy' 
Blessed  Self,  to  save  them  ?  And  do  they  refuse  thee  for  Barab^ 
has  ?  Hast  thoii  said,  ^^  Not  heathen,  biit  eaitb ;  not  so\''ereigntr, 
but  service ;  not  the  Gentile,  but  the  Jew  V^  and  do  they  say, 
Not  him^  but  Barabbas  ?  Do  ye  thusgrequite  tht  Lardy  O  ye  fool^ 
ish  people  and  unjust  ?  Thus  were  thine  cars  and  thine  e\'es  first 
crucified;  and,  through  them,  wzs  thy  soul  wounded  even  to 
death,  before  thy  death  ;  while  thou  sawest  tlieir'ragc,  and  heard- 
esX  their  noise  of  Crucify^  Crucify. 

Pilate  would  have  chastised  thee.  Even  that  had  been  a  cruel 
mercy  from  him ;  for  what  evil  hadst  thou  done  ?  But  that  cm- 
eky  iiad  been  true  mercy  to  this  of  the  Jews,  whom  no  blo^ 
would  satisfy,  but  that  of  thy  heart.  He  calls  for  thy  fauk ;  they 
call  for  thy  punishment :  as  proclaiming  tliy  crucifixion  is  not  in^ 
tended  to  satisfy  justice,  but  malice,  Th^  cried  the  more^  Crucify' 
hiniy  Crucify  km. 

As  their  clamour  grew,  so  the  President's  justice  declined. 
^  Those  graces,  that  lie  loose  and  ungrounded,  are  easily  washed 
'away  with  the  first  tide  of  popularity.  Thrice  had  that  man  pro- 
claimed the  Innocence  of  him,  whom  be  now  inclines  to  condeoio, 
willing  to  content  the  people.  O  the  foolish  aims  of  ambition ! 
Not  God,  not  his  conscience  come  into  any  regard ;  but  the  peo- 
ple. What  a  base  idol,  doth  the  proud  man  adcH^l  even  the  vul* 
gar.  which  a  base  man  despiscth.  What  is  their  applause,  but  an 
idle  wind  ?  What  is  theu*  anger,  but  a  painted  fire  ?  O  Pi'> 
late,  wlierc  now  is  thyself,  and  thy  people  i  whereas  a  good  con- 
science would  have  stuck  by  thee  for  ever;  and  have  given  thee 
bddness  before  the  face  of  tliat  God,  which  thou  and  Uiy  people 
slnll  ncvor  have  the  happiness  to  behold. 
*  The  Jews  have  played  their  first  part ;  the  Gentiks  must  now 
ai:t  tlieirs.  .  Cruel  Pilate,  who  kitew  Jesus  was  delivered  fwr  emn/, 
accused  falsely,  maliciously  pursued,  bath  turned  hb  pmfieicd 
oliastiscment  into  scourging  \.Then  Pilate  iooiJesuSf  dfid  scourged 
Itbn,  Woe  \»  me,  Dear  S^iviour !  I  feel  thy  lashes :  I  shrink  under 
ti^^wni^il  iNbippisgs  ;.th>;aiidi;idyKie:^ .covers nit: . with. sbaoie  and 
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.  confusion.    That  tender  and  precious  body  of  thine  is  galled  and 

'  torn  with  cords.  Thou,  that  didst  of  lata  water  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane  with  the  drops  of  thy  bloody  sweat,  dost  now  bedew 
the  pavement  of  Pilate's  hall  with  the  showers  of  thy  blood.  How 
fully  Rast  thou  made  good  tl»y  word,  /  gave  v\y  back  to  the  smiterty 
end  mjf  cheeks  to  tnem  that  plucked  off  the  hair ;  /  kid  not  my 

yactfjrom  shume  and  spitting  I  How  can  I  be  enough  'sensible  of 
my  own  stripes  ?  These  blows  are  mine  :  both  my  sins  have  gi  v,en 
them,  and  they  give  remedies  to  mjt  sins.  He  was  xtminded  for 
our  transgressions ;  ke  was  bruised  Jor  our  iniquities;  the  chastise- 
tnent  qf  our  peace  was  upon  Am,  and  with  his  stripes  are  we 
healed,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  why  should  I  think  strange  to  be  scourged 
with  tongue  or  hand,  when  I  see  thee  bleedine  ?  What  lashes 
can  I  fear,  either  from  heaven  or  earth,  since  Uiy  scourges  have 
been  borne  for  me,  and  have  sanctified  them  to  me  ?  Now,  Dear 
Jesii,  what  a  world  of  insolent  reproaches,  indignities,  tortures, 
art  thou  entering  into  !  To  an  ingenuous  and  tender  disposition, 
scorns  are  torment  enough;  butnere,  pain  helps  to  perfect  thy 
misery,  their  despight. 

Who  should  be  actors  in  this  whole  bloody  execution,  but  grim 
ajid  barlwroua  soldiers ;  men  ihured  to  cruelty,  in  whose  feces  were 
written  the  characters  of  murder,  whose  very  trade  was  kilHng, 
and  whose  looks  were  enough  to  prevent  their  hands  ?  These,  for 
the  greater  terror  of  their  concourse,  are  called  together ;  and, 
whether  by  the  connivance  or  the  command  of  their  wicked  gover- 
nor, or  by  the  instigation  of  the  malicious  Jews,  conspire  to  an- 

^ticipate  his  death  with  scorns,  which  they  will  after  inflict  with  vio- 
lence. '         .        '  . 

O  my  Blessed  Saviour,  was  it  not  enough,  that  thy  Sacred  Body 
was  stripped  of  thy  garments,  and  waled  with  bloody  stripes;  but 
that  thy  Person.  mu!>t  be  nuuleTthe  inocking-stock  of  thine  msulting 
enemies^  thy  Back  disguised  with  purple  robes,  thy  Temples 
wounded  with  a  thorny  crown,  thy  Face  spat  upon,  thy  Cheeks 
buffeted,  thy  Head  smitten,  thy  Hand  sceptred  with  a  reed.  Thy- 
self derided  with  wry  mouths,  bended  knees,  scoffing  acclama- 
tions ? 

Insolent  soldiers!  whence  is  all  this  Jeering  and  sport,  but  to 
flout  Majesty  ?  All  these  are  the  ornaments  and  ceremonies  of  a 
Royal  Inauguration,  which  now  in  scorn  ye  cast  upon  my  despised 
Saviour.  Goon ;  make  younielves  njerry  with  this  jolly  pastime; 
A\^l  long  ago,  ye  now  feel,  whom  ye  sconied.  Is  li[e  a  King, 
think  you,  whom  ye  thus  played  upon  ?  Look  upon  him  with 
gnashing  and  horror,  whgm  ye  looked  at  with  mockage  and  in* 
sultation.  Was  not  that  Head  fit  for  your  thorns,  which  you  now 
see  crowned  with  glory  and  majesty  ?  Was  not  that  Hand  fit  for 
a  reed,  whose  iron  sceptre  crushes  you  to  death  ?  Was  not  that 
Face  fit  to  be  spat  upon,  from  the  orcadful  aspect  whereof  ye  are 
ready  to  desire  the  mountains  to  cover  you  } 

In  the  mean  time,  whither,  O  whither  dost  thou  stoop,  O  thou  Co-i 
eternal  Soa  qI^  thy  Eternal  Father !     Whitlier  dost  thou  abase  thy* 
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self  for  me  ?  1  hare  sinned,  and  thou  art  punished :  I  have  exalted  my« 
self,  and  thou  art  dejected :  I  have  clad  myself  with  shame ,  and 
thou  art  stripped :  I  have  made  myself  nakea,  and  thou  art  clotbed 
with  robes  of  dishonour :  my  head  hath  devised  evil,  and  thine  is 
pierced  with  thorns:  I  have  smitten  thee,  and  thou  art  smitten  for 
me  :  I  have  dishonoured  thee,  and  thou  for  my  sake  art  scorned: 
thou  art  made  the  sport  of  men  for  me,  that  have  deserved  to  be 
insulted  on  by  devils. 

Thus  disguised,  thus  bleeding,  thus  mangled,  thus  deformed 
art  thou  brought  forth,  whether  for  compassion,  or  for  a  more  ani< 
/versa!  derision,  to  the  furious  multitude,  with  an  Ecce  homo^  Be* 
hold  the  man:  look  upon  him,  O  ye*  merciless  Jews:  see  him  in 
his  shame,  in  his  wounds  and  blood ;  and  now  bee,  whether  ^e 
think  him  miserable  enough.  Ye  see  his  Face  blue  and  black  with 
buffeting,  his  Eyes  swoln,  his  Cheeks  beslabbered  with  spittle,  hu 
Skin  torn  with  scourges,  his  whole  Body  bathed  in  blood;  and 
would  ye  yet  have  more  ?  Behold  the  man;  the  man  whom  ve  en- 
vied for  his  greatness,  whom  ye  feared  for  his  usurpation  :  doth  he 
not  look  like  a  King  ?  Is  he  not  royally  dressed  ?  See,  whether  hb 
masniiicence  do  not  command  reverence  from  you.  Would  ye 
wish  a  finer  King?  Are  ye  not  afraid  he  will  wrest  the  sceptre  out 
of  CiBsar*s  hana?    Behold  the  m^m. 

Yea,  and  behold  him  well,  O  thou  proud  Pilate,  O  ye  cruel  Sd. 
diers,  O  ye  insatiable  Jews.  Ye  see  him  base,  whom  ye  shall  see 
glorious.  The  time  shall  surely  come,  wherein  ye  shall  see  him  in 
another  dress.  He  shall  shine,  whom  ye  now  see  to  bleed.  His 
crown  cannot  be  now  so  ignominious  and  painful ,'  as  it  shall  be 
once  majestical.  and  precious.  Ye,  who  now  bend  your  knees  to 
him  in  scorn,  shall  see  all  knees  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth  and 
under  the  earth  to  bow  before  him  in  an  awful  adoration.  Ye,  that 
now  see  him  with  contempt,  shall  behold  him  with  horror. 

What  an  inward  war  do  I  vet  find  in  the  breast  of  Pilate !  His 
conscience  bids  him  spare  ;  his  popularity  bids  him  kill.  His  wife, 
warned  by  a  dream,  warns  him,  to  have  no  hand  in  the  blood-  cf 
-that  just  man  ;  the  importunate  multitude  presses  him  for  a  sen- 
tence of  death.  Ail  shifts  have  been  tried,  to  free  the  man,  whom 
he  bath  pronounced  innocent :  all  violent  motives  are  urged,  to 
condemn  that  man,  whom  malice  pretends  guilty. 

In  the  height  of  this  strife,  when  conscience  and  moral  justice 
were  ready  to  sway  Pilate^s  distracted  heart  to  a  just  dismission,  I 
hear  the  Jews  cry  out.  If  thou  let  this  man  go,  tfiim  art  not  Casaf's 
friend.  There  is  the  word,  that  strikes  it  dead  :  it  is  now  no  time 
to  demur  any  more.  In  vain  shall  we  hope,  that  a  carnal  heart  can 
prefer  the  care  of  his  soul,  to  the  care  of  his  safety  and  honour; 
God,  to  Coesar.  Now  Jesus  must  die.  Pilate  hastes  into  the  Judg- 
ment Hall :  the  sentence  sticks  no  longer  in  his  teeth ;  Let  him  oe 
crucified. 

Yet,  how  foul  soever  his  soul  shall  be  with  this  fact,  his  hand* 
shall  l>e  clean  ;  He  took  water y  and  washed  his  hands  before  the  fnul- 
iitude,  smfing^  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just  person :  stc 
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ye  to  it.  Now  all  issafe,  I  wis.  This  is  expiation  enough.  Witer 
can  wash  off  blood  ;  the  hands  can  cleanse  the  heart.  Protest  thdd 
art  innocent,  and  thou  canst  not  be  ffnilty.  Vain  hypocrite  !  canst 
thou  think  to  escape  so  ?  Is  muroer  of  no  deeper  dye  ?  Canst 
thou  dream  wakine,  thus  to  avoid  the  charge  of  thy  wife's  dream  ? 
Is  the  guilt  of  the  olood  of  the  Son  of  God  to  be  wiped  off  with 
such  ease  ?  What  poor  shifts  do  foolish  sinners  make  to  beguild 
themselves !  Any  thing  will  serve  to  charm  the  conscience,  when 
it  lists  to  sleep. 

But,  O  Saviour,  while  Pilate  thinks  to  wash  off  the  guilt  of  thy 
blood  ivith  wiater,  I  know  there  is  nothing,  that  can  wash  off  the  guilt 
of  this  his  sin,  but  thy  blood.  Oh  do  thou  wash  my  soul  in  that 
precious  bath,  and  I  shall  be  clean.  O  Pilate,  if  that  very  blood, 
which  thou  sheddest  do  not  wash  off  the  ^uilt  of  thy  bloodshed,  thy 
water  doth  but  more  defile  thy  soul,  and  mtend  tl^at  fire  wherewith 
thouburnest. 

Little  did  the  desperate  Jews  know  the  weight  of  that  blood, 
which  they  were  so  forward  to  wish  upon  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren. Had  they  deprecated  their  interest  in  that  horrible  murder, 
they  could  not  so  easily  have  avoided  the'  vengeance ;  but  now 
that  they  fetch  it  upon  themselves^  by  a  willing  execration,  what 
should  i  say,  but  that  they  long  for  a  curse  ?  It  is  pity  they  shoulcl 
not  be  miserable. 

And  have  ye  not  now  felt,  O  nation  worthy  of  plagues,  have  ye 

not  now  felt  what  blood  it  was,  whose  guik  ye  affected  ?    Sixteen 

hundred  years  are  now  passed,  since  you  wished  yourselves  thus 

Wretched :  have  ye  not  been  ever  since  the  hate  and  scorq  of  the 

world  ?     Did  ye  not  live,  many  of  you,  to  see  your  city  huried  in 

ashes,  and  drowned  in  blood  ?  to  see  yourselves  no  nation  ?    Was 

there  ever  people  under  heaven,  that  was  made  so  famous 'k  spec- 

tacle  of  misery  and  desolation  ?     Have  ye  yet  enough  of  that 

.  blood,  which  ye  called  for  upon  yourselves  and  your  children  ? 

Your  former  cruelties,  uncleannesses,  idolatries  cost  you  but  some 

short  captivities ;  God  cannot  but  be  just:  this  sin,  under  which 

you  now  lie  groaning  and  forlorn,  must  needs  be  so  much  greater 

than  these,  as  your  vastation  is  more ;  and  what  can  that  be,  other 

than  the  murder  of  the  Lord  of  Life  ?     Ye  have  what  ye  wished": 

be  miserable,  till  ye  be  penitent.  Matthew  xxvii, 
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THE.sentence  of  death  is  past ;  and  now,  who  can,  with  dry  eyesy 
behold  the  sad  pomp  of  my  Saviour's  bloody  execution  ?  All  the 
streets  are  full  of  gazing  spectators,  waiting  for  this  rueful  sight. 
At  last,  O  Saviour,  there  thou  cdmestout  of  Pilate's  gate,  bearing 
that,  which  shall  soon  bear  thee.  To  expect  thy  Cross  was  not 
torment  enough  ;  thou  must  carry  it.  All  this  while,  thou  shalt 
not  only  see,  but  feel  thy  death,  before  it  come ;  and  must  hel^  to 
be  an  agent  in  thine  own  Passion. 
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It  was  not  out  of  &vour,  that,  these  scornful  robes  being  strip* 
ped  off,  thou  art  led  to  death  in  thine  own  clothes.  So  was  thy 
lace  besmeared  with  blood,  so  sWoln  and  decoloured  with  buffeu 
ings,  that  thou  couldst  not  have  been  known,  but  by  thy  wonted 
haoit. 

Now,  thine  insulting  enemies  are  so  much  more  imperiously 
cruel,  as  they  are  more  sure  of  their  success.  Their  mercile^ 
tormentings  have  made  thee  half  dead  already :  yet  dow*  as  if 
they  had  done  nothing,  they  begin  afresh  ;  and  will  force  thy 
weakened  and  faint'mg  nature  to  new  tasks  of  pain.  The  trans* 
verse  of  thy  Cross,  at  least,  is  upon  thy  shoulder :  when  thoa 
canst  scarce  go,  thou  nmst  carry.  One  kicks  thee  with  his  foot, 
another  strikes  thee  with  his  stair^  another  drags  thee  hastily  by  thy 
cord,  and  more  than  one  spur  pn  thine  unpitied  weariness  with  an* 
gry  commands  of  haste. 

O  true  form  and  state  of  a  servant !  All  thy  former  actions,  0 
Saviour,  were  (though  painful,  yet)  free ;  this,  as  it  is  in  itself 
,  servile,  so  it  is  tyrannously  enforced :  enforced  yet  more  upon 
thee  by  thy  own  love  to  mankind,  than  by  their  power  and  de^ 
spite.  It  was  thy  Father,  that  laid  upon  thee  the  iniquity  of  us  all: 
it  was  thy  own  Mercy,  that  caused  thee  to  bear  our  sins  upon  the 
Cross ;  and  to  bear  the  Cross,  with  the  curse  annexed  to  it^  for  our 
sins. 

How  much  more  voluntary  must  that  needs  be  in  thee,  which 
thou  requirest  to  be  voluntarily  undertaken  by  us !  It  was  thy 
charge,  Ifanymanwillcorne  after  me^  lethini  deny  himself ,  und 
taJce  up  his  cross  and  follow  me.  Thou  didst  not  say,  *'  Let  him 
bear  his  cross,*'  as  forcibly  imposed  by  another ;  but.  Let  him 
take  up  his  cross^  as  his  free  burden :  free,  in  respect  of  his  heart, 
not  in  oespect  of  his  hand  :  so  free,  that  he  shall  willingly  undeigo 
it,  when  it  is  laid  upon  him;  not  so  free  as  that  be  shall  lay  it  upoB 
himself  unrequired.  O  Saviour,  thou  didst  not  snatch  the  Cro«s  out 
of  the  soldiers'  hands,  and  cast  it  upon  thy  shoulder ;  but  when 
they  laid  it  on  th^  neck,  thou  under wentest  it.  The  constraint 
was  theirs ;  the  will  was  thine. 

It  was  not  so  heavy  to  them,  or  to  Simon,  as  it  was  to  thee :  they 
felt  nothing  but  the  wood ;  thou  feltest  it  clogged  with  the  load  oif 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  No  marvel,  if  thou  faiotedst  under  that 
sad  burden :  thou,  that  bcarest  up  the  whole  earth  by  thy  word, 
didst  sweat,  and  pant,  and  groan  under  tins  insupportable  carriage. 
O  Blessed  Jesu,  now  could  t  be  confounded  in  myself,  to  see  tbcC| 
after  so  much  loss  of  blood  and  over-toiledness  of  pain,  languish- 
ing  under  that  fatal  tree !  And  yet,  *  why  should  it  more  trouble 
me,  to  see  thee  sinking  under  thy  Cross  now,  than  to  see  thee  anoo 
hanging  upon  thy  Cross  >  In  both,  thou  wouldst  render  thyself 
weak  and  miseraole,  that  thon  mightest  so  much  the  more  glorify 
thy  infinite  mercy  in  suffering.  ^ 

It  is  not  out  of  any  compassion  of  thy  misery,  or  cai:e  of  tbio^ 
case,  that  Simon  of  Cyrene  is  forced  to  be  thepottei;of  thy  Ctos»'^ 
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it  was  out  of  their  own  eagerness  of  thy  dispatch :  thy  feeble  paces 
were  too  slow  for  their  purpose ;  their  thirst  after  thy  blood  made 
than  impatient  of  delay.  If  thou  have  wearily  struggled  with  the 
burden  of  thy  shame  all  along  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  when  tho^ 
comest  once  past  thef  gates,  a  helper  shall  be  deputed  to  thee  :  the 
expedition  of  thy  death  was  more  sweet  to  tlteni,  than  the  pain  of 
a  hngering  passage.  What  tho.u  saidst  to  Judas,  they  say  to  the 
executioner,  Wkat  thmLdoest^  do  quickly.  While  thou  yet livest, 
they  cannot  be  quiet,  they  cannot  be  safe :  to  hasten  thine  end, 
they  lighten  thy  carriage. 

Hadst  thou  done  this  out  of  choice,  which  tbou  didst  out  of  con- 
straint, how  I'should  have  envied  thee,  O  Simon  of  Cyrene ;  as 
too  happy  in  the  honour  to  be  the  first  man,  that  bore  that  Cross  • 
of  thy  Saviour,  wherein  niilUons  of  blessed  Martyrs  have,  since 
that  time,  been  ambitious  to  succeed  thee!  Thus  to  bear  thy 
Cross  for  thee;  O  Saviour,  was  more  than  to  bear  a  crown  from 
thee.  Could  I  be  worthy  to  be  thus  graced  by  thee,  I  should  pity 
all  other  glories. 

While  thou  thus  passest,  O  Dear  Jesu,  the  streets  and  ways  re- 
sound not  all  with  one  note.  If  the  malicious  Jews  and  cruel  sol- 
diers ioBulted  upon  thee,  and  either  haled  or  railed  thee  on  with  a 
bitter  violence,  thy  faithful  followers  were  no  less  loud  in  their 
moans  and  ejulatioiiB ;  neither  would  they  endure,  that  the  noise 
of  their  cries  and  lamentations  should  be  drowned,  with  the  cla- 
mour of  those  reproaches :  but  especially  thy  Blessed  Mother,  and 
t^ose  otl^r  zealous  associates  of  her  own  sex,  were  most  passionate 
in  their  wailin^s.  And  why  should  I  think,  that  all  that  devout 
multitude,  which  so  lately  cried  Hosanna  in  the  streets,  did  not 
abo  bear  their  part  in  these  public  condolings  ? 

Though  it  had  not  concerned  thyself,   O  Saviour,  thine  ears 
had  been  stiU  more  open  to  the  voice  of  grief,  than  of  malice :  and 
so  thy  lips  also  are  open  to  the  one,  shut  to  the  other ;  Daughters 
rf  Jerusalem  J  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and  for 
yotir  children.  Who  wouldnot  have  thought,  O  Saviour,  that  thou 
shouldst  have  been  wholly  taken  up  with  thine  own  sorrows  ?  The  ex- 
pectation of  so  bitter   adei^th  had  been  enough  to  have  over* 
whelmed  any  soul,  but  thiue :  ytt  even  now,  can  thy  gracious  eye 
find  time,  to  look  beyond  thine  own  miseries,  at  theirs*;  and  to  pity 
them,  who,  insensible  of  their  own  ensuing  condition,  mourned 
for  thine  now  present.     They  see  thine  extremity  ;  thou  foreseest 
theirs :  they  pour  out  their  sorrow  upon  thee ;  thou  ilivertest  it 
upon  themselves.     We,  silly  creatures,  walk  blindfolded  in  this 
vale  of  tears ;  and  little  know,  wliat  evil  is  towards  us :  only  what 
we  feel  we  know ;  and  while  we  feel  nothing,  can  fiixl  leisure  to 
bestow  our  commiseration  on  those,  who  need  it  perhaps  less  thah 
ourselves.     Even  now,  O  Saviour,  when  thou  wert  witnin  the  view 
of  thy  Calvary,  thou  canst  foresee  and  pity  the  vastation  of  thy 
Jerusalem ;  and  givest  a  sad  prophecy  of  the  imminent  destruc- 
tion of  that  city,  which  lately  had  cost  thee  tears,  and  now  shall 


I 

490  CONTEMPIATIOKS. 

cost  thee  blood.    It  is  |iot  all  the  iodign  cruelty  of  men,  that  cm 
jrob  thee  of  thy  Mercy* 

Jerusalem  could  not  want  malefactoiB,  though  Barabbas  were  dis- 
missed. That  all  this  execution  might  seem  to  be  done  out  of  the 
seal  of  justice^  two  capital  ofieadersy  adfudeed  to  their  ffibbet, 
shall  accompany  thee,  O  Saviour,  both  i»  my  death  ana  in  it 
They  are  led  manacled  after  thee,  as  less  crimuial :  no  stripes  bad 
disabled  them  from  bearing  their  own  crosses.  Lone  ago,  was  this 
unmeet  society  foretold  by  thine  Evangelical  Seer ;  He  was  tMkcH 
from  prison  and  from  judgment :  He  was  cui  out  of  the  land  af 
tlie  living :  He  made  his  grave  witk  the  wicked.  O  Blessed  Jesu, 
it  had  been  disparagement  enough  tothee,to  be  sorted  with  the  best 
of  men,  since  there  is  much  sin  in  the  perfectest,  and  there  could 
be  no  sin  in  thee ;  but  to  be  matched  with  the  scum  of  mankind, 
whom  vengeance  would  not  let  to  livie,  is  such  an  indignity  ascoo^ 
founds  niy  thoughts.  Surely,  there  is  no  angel  in  heaven,  but 
would  have  been  proud  to  attend  thee;,  and  what  could  the  earth 
iifFord,  worthy  of  thy  train  ?  yet  malice  hath  suited  thee  with  com- 
pany next  to  hell ;  that  their  viciousness  ikiight  reflect  upon  thee, 
and  their  sin  might  stain  thine  innocence. 

Ye  are  deceived,  O  ye  fond  Judges :  this  is  the  way,  to  grace 
your  dying  malefactors-;  this  is  not  the  way  to  disgrace  Him, 
whose  guiltlessness  and  perfection  triumphed  over  your  injustica 
His  presence  was  able  to  make  your  thieves  happy ;  their  presence 
could  no  more  blemish  him,  than  your  own. 

Thus  guarded,  thus  attended,  thus  accompanied  art  thou, 
Blessed  Jesu,  led  to  that  loathsome  and  infamous  hill,  which  noir 
thy  last  blood  shall  make  Sacred.  Now  thou  settest  thy  foot  upon 
that  rising  ground,  which  shall  prevent  thine  Olivet,  whence  tbj 
soul  shall  first  ascend  into  thy  glory. 

There,  while  thou  art  addressing  thyself  for  thy  last  act,  thou  art 
presented  with  that  bitter  and  farewell-potion,  wherewith  dying 
malefactors  were  wont  to  have  their  senses  stupified,  that  thqr 
*might  not  feel  the  torments  of  their  execution.  It  was  but  the  coiii<- 
Dion  mercy  of  men,  to  alleviate  the  death  of  offenders ;  since  the 
intent  of  their  last  doom  is  not  so  much  pain,  as  dissolution. 

That  draught,  O  Saviour,  was  not  more  welcome  to  the  guiltj, 
than  hateful  unto  thee.  In  the  vigour  of  allthme  inward  and  outward 
senses,  thouwouldst  encounter  the  most  violent  assaults  of  death; 
and  scornedst  to  abate  the  least  touch  of  thy  quickest  apprdien- 
sion.  Thou  well  knewest,  that  the  work  thou  wentest  about  wouU 
require  th^  use  of  ail  thy  powers.  It  was  not  thine  ease,  that  tfaoa 
soughtest,  but  our  Redemption ;  neither  meantest  thou  to  yield  to 
thy  last  enemy,  but  to  resist  and  to.  overcome  him:  which,  that 
thou  mightestdo  the  more  gloriously,  thou  chaliengedst  him  to  do 
bis  worst;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  wouldst  not  disfumish  thysdf 
of  any  of  thy  powerful  faculties.  This  greatest  combat,  that  ever 
was,  shall  be  fought  on  even  hand  ;  neither  wouldst  thou  steal  tbat 
Victoryi  which  thou  now  ateUevedst  over  Death  and  Hell. 
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Thon  didst  but  touch  at  this  cup ;  it  is  a  far  bitterer  than  this, 
that  thou  art  novr  drinking  up  to  the  dregs :  thou  refusedst  that, 
which  was  oflered  thee  by  men;  but  that,  which  was  mixed  by 
thine  Etemal  Father,  though  mere  gaU  and  wormwood,  thou  didst 
drink  tip  1K>  the  iast  drop.  And  therein,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  lies  all 
our  health  and  salvation.  I  know  not,  whether  I  do  more  suffer  in 
thy  pain  5  or  joy  in  the  issue  of  thy  sufficing. 

Now,  even  now,  O  Saviour,  art  thou  entering  into  those  dreadful 
lists,  and  now  art  thou  grappling  with  thy  last  enemy.  As  if  thou 
hadst  not  suffered  till  now,  now  thy  bloody  Passion  begins. 

A  crdel  expoliation  begins  that  violence.  Again,  <k>  these  grim 
and  merciless  sddiers  lay  their  rude  hands  upon  thee,  and  strip 
thee  naked  ;  again  are  those  bleeding  wales  laid  open*  to  all  eves ; 
ag^n  must  thy  Sacred  Bodv  undergo  the  shame  of  an  abhorred  na* 
kedness^  Lo,  thou,  that  ciothest  man  with  raiment,  beasts  with 
hides,  fishes  with  scales  and  shells,  earth  with  flowers,  heaven  with 
stars,  art  despoiled  of  clothes,  and  standest  exposed  to  the  sccntq 
of  all  beholders.  As  the  First  Adam  entered  into  his  Paradise,  so 
dost  thou,  the  Second  Adam,  into  thine,  naked ;  and,  as  the  First 
Adam  waa  clothed  with  innocence  when  he  had  no  clothes,  so  w^rt 
thou,  the  Second,  too:  and  more  than  so ;  thy  nakedness,  O  Sa^ 
viour,  clothes  our  souls,  not  with  innocence  only,  but  with  beau- 
ty. Hadst  not  thou  been  naked,  we  had  been  clothed  withconfa. 
sion.  O  happy  nakedness,  whereby  we  are  cov^ered  from  shame ! 
O  happy  shame,  whereby  we  are  invested  with  glory  !  All  the  be* 
holders  stand  wrapped  with  warm  garments;  thou  only  art  stripped 
to  tread  the  wine-press  alone.  How  did  thy  Blessed  Mother  now 
wish  her  veil  upon  thy  shoulders !  and  that  disciple,  who  lately 
ran  from  thee  naked,,  wished  tn  vain  that  his  loving  pity  might  do 
that  for  thee,  which  fear  forced  him  to  for  himself. 

Shame  is  succeeded  with  pain.  Oh  the  torment  of  the  Cross! 
Methinks,  I  see  and  feel,  how,  having  fastened  the  transverse  to 
the  body  of  that  fatal  Tree,  and  laid  it  upon  the  ground,  they 
racked  and  strained  thy  tender  and  Sacred  Limbs,  to  fit  the  extent 
of  their  fore-appointed  measure;  and  having  tentered  opt  thine 
Arms  beyond  their  natnral  reach,  how  they  fastened  them  with 
cords,  till  those  Strong  iron  nails,  which  were  driven  up  to  the 
head  through  the  palms  of  thy  Blessed  Hands,  had  not  fnore  firm* 
ly  than  painfully  nxed  th^  to  the  gibbet.  The  tree  is  raised  up ; 
and  now,  not  without  a  vehement  concussion,  settled  in  the  mor^ 
tise.  Woe  is  me,  how  are  thy  Joints  and  Sinews  torn,  and  stretch- 
ed till  they  crack  again,  by  this  torturing  distension!  How  doth 
thy  own  Weight  torm^it  thee,  while  thy  whole  Body  rests  uport 
this  forced  and  dolorous  hoW,  till  thy  nailed  Feet  bear  their  part 
in  a  no  less  afflictive  supportation !  How  did  the  rough  iron  pierce 
thy  Soul,  while  passing  through  those  tender  and  sensible  parts  it 
"Carried  thy  flesh  before  it,  and  as  it  were  rivetted  it  to  that  shame- 
iulTreef  ' 

There  now,  O  Dear  Jesu,  there  thou  hangest  between  heaven 
and  earth  ;  naked,  bleeding,  forlorn,  despicable,  the  spectacle  of 
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miseries,  die  scorn  of  men.    Be  abashed,  O  ye  heavens  andeCnhi 
and  all  ye  creatures  -wrap  up  yourselves  in  horror  and  confuaoit, 
to  see  the  shame  and  pain  and  curse  of  your  most  Pure  and  .Om* 
nipotent  Creator.    Ho.w  could  ye  subsist,  while  he  thus  suffers  m 
.whom  ye  are  ?  O  Saviour,  didst  thou  take  flesh,  for  o«r  redemp- 
tion, to  be  thus  iodignly  used,  thus  mangled,  thus  tortured  i  Wis 
this  measure  fit  to  be  offered  to  that  itecred  •  Body,   that  was  cop- 
ceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost  of  the  pure  substance  of  an  ioiisiacuiate 
.Virgin?  Woe  is  me;  that,  which  was  unspotted  with  sin,  is  A 
blemished  with  human  cruelty ;  and  so  woefully  disfigured,  that  the 
;Biessed  Mother  that  bore  thee  could  not  now  have  known  thee ;  so 
bloody  were  thy  Temples,  so  swc^n  and  disc<^ured  was  thy  Faco, 
so  was  the>Skin  of  thy  whole  Body  streaked  with  red  and  bke 
stripes,  so  did '  thy  thorny  diadem  iihade  thy  Heavenly  Couote- 
; nance,  so  did  the  streams  of  thy  Blood  cover  and  deform  all  thy 
parts.    The  eye  of  sense  could  not  distinguish  thee,  O  Dear  8a- 
iviour,   in  the  nearest  proximity  to  thy  Cross :  the  eye  of  faith 
sees  tliee  in  all  this  distance ;  and,  by  how  much  more  ignominy, 
deformity,  pain  it  finds  in  thee,  so  much  more  it  admires  the  glcxy 
of  thy  mercy.  Alas!  is  this  the  Head,  that  is  decked  by  thine  Eternal 
Patherwith  a  crown  of  pure  gold,  of  immortal  and  incomprehensible 
majesty,  which  is  now  busm^d  with  thorns  ?    Is  this  the  Eye,  that 
saw  the  heavens  opened  and  the  Holy  Ghost  descending  upon  that 
^faead,   that   saw  such   resplendance   of   beavealv    brischtness  on 
jnount  Tabor,  which  now  begins  to  beovercloudecTwith  aeatb  ?  Axe 
.tbesethe  Ears,  that  h^Eird  the  voice  of  thy  Father  owning  thee  out 
of  heaven,  which  now  tingle  with  biiffettings,  and  glow  with  rc' 
•preaches,  and  bleed  with  tltoms  r  Are  these  the  Lips,  that  spakt 
as  never  inan^s  spake^fuH  of  grate  aAd  power ^  that  called  out  d^ 
Lazarus,  that  ejected  the  stubbornest  devils,  that  commanded  thf 
cure  of  all  diseases,  which  now  are  swoln  with  blows,  and  dis- 
coloured with  blueness  and  blood  }  Is  thi^  the  Face,  tiiatsliouidbe 
faira^  than  the  sons  of  ?;kr/i,  which  the  angels  of  heaven  so  desired 
to  see,  and  can  never  be  satisfied  with  seeing,  that  is  thus  foul  with 
Che  nasty  mixtures  of  sweat,  and  blood,  and  spittings  on  ?  Arethea? 
the  Hands,  that  stretched  out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain^  that  by  their 
touch  liealed  the  lame,  the  deaf,  »the  blind,  which  are  now  bleed- 
ing with  the  nails?  Are  these  the  Feet,  which  walked  lately  upoi 
.the  liquid  pavement  of  tlie  sea,  before  whpse  footstool  all  tiie  nt' 
tions  of  the  earth  are  bidden  to  worship,  that  ai-^  now  sp  .paiiifoUy 
fixed  to  the  Cross  ?  O  cruel  antl  unthankful  mankind,  that  offstei 
such  measture  to  tlic  Lord  of  Life !  O  infinitely  merciful  Savioor, 
jihat  wouldst  ^uBcr  all  this  for  uuthankf id  mankind  !     That  fieods 
should  do  these  things  to  guilty  souls,  it  is  (though  terriblci  yet) 
just ;  but  tliat  men  tihould  do  thqs  to  the  Blessed  Son  of  God;  it 
is  beyond  the  capacity  of  our  horror. 

Even,  the  most  b^tite  dispositional  hay©  been  only  content  to 
kill ;  death  hath  sated  the  most  eager  malice :  thine  enemies,  0 
^Hviodr,  held  not  themselves  satii»ik^,  unless  they  might  enj[oy  thy 
torment.     Two  thieve^  ace  appointed  to  be  (Jiy  compauiotii  i^ 
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deatti;  thoti' lift  designed  to  the  midst,  as  the  chief  malefactor :  on 
whether  hand  soever  tbou  lookest,  thine  eye  meets  with  a  hateful 
partner. 

But,  O  Kcssed  Jesuj  how  shall  I  enough  admire  and  celebrate 
thy  in6nite  iherty,  who  madest  so  happy  a  liste  of  this  Jewish 
despite,  as  to- improve  it  to, the  occasion  of  the  salvatibn  of  one> 
and  the  comfort  of  millions  \  fs  not  this,  as  the  last,  so  the  greatest 
specialty  of  tbjr wonderful  compassion,  to  convert  that  dying  Thief  ? 
with  those  nailed  hands,  to  snatch  a  soul  out  of  the  mouth  of  hell  ? 
Lord,  hoW  I  bless  thee  for  this  work  !    How  do  I  stand  amazed  at 
this,  aboSfe  air  other  thedemonslrationsof  thy  goodness  and  power? 
The  oflfeiider  came  to  die:  ndthing  was  in  his  thoughts,  but  his 
guilt  and   torment:  while  he  was  yet  in  his  bloody  thou  saidsf. 
This  soul  shall  Ihe.     Ere  yet  the  intoxicating  potion  could  have 
tkne  to  work  upon  his  bram,  thy  Spirit  infuses  faith  into  his  heart.- 
He,  that  before  had  nothing  in  his  eye  but  present  death  and  tor-* 
tUre,  is  now  lifted  up  above  his  cross  in  a  blessed  ambition  ;  Lord^ 
remember  me,  when  thou  earnest  into  thy  kingd<nn.     I?  this  the 
voice  of  a  thief,  or  of  a  disciple  ?     Give  me  leave^  O  Saviour,  to 
borrow  thine  own  words ;  Verily  ^  I  have  nbt  fhund  so  great  fait  h^ ' 
rto  not  in  all  Israel.     He  saw  thee  hanging  Tmiserably  by  him,  and ' 
yet  styles  thee  Lord;  he  saw  thee  dying,  yet  talks  of  thy  King', 
doni;  he  felt  himself  cfying,  yet  talks  ot'  a  future  Reme^nbrance. 
O  faith  stronger  than  oeatn,  that  can  look  beyond  the  cross,  at  a 
crown  ;  beyond  dissolution,  at  a  remembrance  of  life  and  glory  I' 
.Which  of  thine  eleven  were  heard  to  speak  so  gracious  a  word '  to 
thee,  in  tfae»g  diy  last  pangs  ?     After  tny  resurrection  and  "know* ' 
ledge  of  thine  impa«ible  condition,  it  was  not  strange  for  them  to  ' 
talk  of  -  thy  kingdom ;  but,  in  the  midst  of  thy  shameful  death,  for  * 
a  dying  malefactor  to  speak  of  thy  reigning,  and  to  implqre  thy  re* 
membrance  of  himself  in  thy  kingdom,  it  is  such  an  improvement 
of  {kith,  as  ravisheth  my  soul  with  admiration.     O  Blessed  Thief, ' 
that  hadt  thus  happily  stolen  heaven  !    How  worthy  hath  thy^  Sa- 
viour made  thee,  to  be  a  partner  of  his  sufferings,  a  pattern  of  un-  * 
dauntable  belief,  a  spectacle  of  unsjieakabletwercy  ?    This  day  shait-' 
ikau  be  with  me  in  Paradise.     Before,  I  wondered  at  thy  faith';  j 
now,  I  envy  at  thy  felicity.     Tltou  craVedst  a  remembrance  ;  thjr 
Savionf^ speaks  of  a  present  possession.  This  day :  thbxx  suedst  for  ^ 
nnnembrance  as  a  favour  to  the  absent ;  thy  Saviour  speaks  of  thy  * 

K»encewith  him:  thou  spakest  of  a  kingdom;  thy  Sfiviour,  of' 
radise.     As  no  disciple  could  be  more  faithful,  sb  no  saint  eoold 
be  happier,    O  Saviour,  wliat  a  precedent* is  this  of  fhy  free  and' 
powerful  grace  ?     Where  thou  wik  g^ve,  what  unworthiness  oait ' 
w  us  from  mercy  ?    When  thou  wilt  give,  what  time  can  pre^Ui 
dice  our  vocation  ?     Who  can  despair  of  thy  goodness,  when  ne, 
that  in  the  morning  was  posting  towards  Hell,  is  in  the  evening ' 
with  thee  in  Paradise  ?    Lord,  he  could  not  have  spoken  this  to 
thee,  but  by  thee,  and  from  thee.     What  possibility  was  there  for 
a  thief,  to  tnink  of  thy  kingdom,  without  thy  Spirit?    That  good 
Spirit  of  thine  breathed  upon  tiii^  ng:in,   broatUed  not  upou  his 


494p  CONTBMPLATlG^t 

fellow.  Their  trade  was^  alike,  their  sin  was  alike,  tkf)irr  .«t;^eafike, 
their  cross  alike ;  only  thy  mercy  makes  theoi  unlike :  one  ii 
taken  ;  the  other  is  refused.  Blessed  be  thy  mercy,  in  taking  one; 
blessed  be  thy  Justicey  in  leaving  the  other.  Who  can  despair  o(. 
that  mercy  ?    Who  cannot  b^ut  tremble  at  that  justice  i 

Now,  O  ye  cruel  Priests  and  Eiders  of  the  Jews,,  ye  have  fall 
leisure  to  feed  vour  eyes  with  the  sight  ye  so.  much  longed  for. 
There  is  the  blood  ye  purchased :  and  is  not  your  •  mauce  yet 
glutted?  Is  not  all  tJiis  enough,  without  your  taunts  and sco£ 
aiid  sports  at  so  exquisite  a  misery  ?  The  people,  tiie  p^sseneen 
are  taught  to  insult,  where  they  should  pity.  Every  tnaa  hath  a 
scorn  ready  to  cast  at  a  Dying  Innocent.  A  generous  nature  il 
more  wounded,  with  the  tongue,  than  with  the  hand.  O  Saviour, 
thine  ear  was  more  painfully  pierced,  than  thy  brows,  or  hands,  or 
feet.  It  could  not  but  go  de^  into  thy  soul,  to  hear  these  bitter 
and  girding  reproaches,  from  them  thou  earnest  to  save. 

But,  alas!  what  fiea-bitings  were  these,  in  .comparison  of  those 
inward  torments,  whic'ithy  Soul  felt  in  the  sense  and  apprehensioo 
of  thy  Father's  wrath  fqr  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  which  aotr 
lay  heavy  upon  thee  for  satisfaction !     This,  oh  this  was  it,  that 

gressed  thy  soul,  as  it  w&^e^  to  the  nethermost  hell.  While  thine 
ternal  Father  looked  lovingly  upon  thee,  what  didst  thou,  what 
needest  thou  to  care  for  the  u'owns  of  men  or  devils  ?  but  when  he 
once  turned  his  face  from  thee,  or  bent  his  brows  upon  thee,  this, 
this  was  worse  than  death. 

f.It  is  no  marvel  now,  if  darkness  were  uj)on  the  face  of  the  whole 
eftrth,  when  thy  Father's  face  was  eclipsed  from  thee,  by  the  interf 
position  of  our  sins.  How  should  there  be  light  in  the  world  with* 
out,  in(hen  the  God  of  the  World,  the  Father  of  Lights,,  complains 
of  the  want  of  light  within  ?  That  word  of  thine,  O  Saviour,  was 
enough  to  fetch  tne  sun  down  out  of  heaven,  and  to  dissolve  the 
whole  frame  of  nature,  when  thou  criedst.  My  God,  my  Gad,  nthy 
hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  Oh  what  p^^ngs  were  these,  De£ur  Jesu, 
tb^t  drew  from  thee  this  complaint !  Thou  well  koewest  nothiog 
could  be  more  coridial  to  thine  enemies,  than  to  hear  this  sad  laa- 
guage  from  thee :  they  could  see  but  tlie  outside  of  thy  suflferiogs; 
nevBr  could  they  have  conceived  so  deep  an  anguish  of  thy  soul,  if 
Ay  own  lips  had  not  expressed  it.  Yet,  as  not  regarding  ti^' 
triumph,  twirthus  pourest  out  thy.  sorrow :  and- when  so  much  is 
xxtb^vedf  who  can  conceive  what  is  felt.?  . 

J  How  is  it  then  with  thee,  O  Saviour,  that  thou  thus  astoni^hest 
mon  Ukd  angels  with  so  woeful «  quiritation?  Had  thy  God  left 
i}fe^  ?  Thou  not  long  since  saidst,  /  and  my  Father  arc  One. 
Are  ye  now  severed  ?  Let  this  thought  be  as  far  from  my  soul^  as 
my  soul  from  hell.  Nq  more  can  thy  Blessed  Father  be  separated 
from  thee,  than  from  his  own  essence.  His  union  with  thee  iseter- 
nal ;  his  vision  was  intercepted :  he  could  not  withdraw  his  pr^ 
sence ;  he  would  withdraw  the  influence  of  his  comfort  Tnou^ 
the  Second  Adam,  stoodst  for  mankind  upon  this  Tree  of  the 
Cross,  as  the  First  Adam  stood  and  fell  for  mankind  un()er  the 
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Titee.  of.  OAsnqe*  Thou  barest  our  sins:  thy  Father  s^w  us  in 
thee,  and  would  pupish  us  in  thee ;  thee,  for  us.  How  could  he 
but  Withhold  coxnfort,  where  he  intended  chastisement?  Herein^ 
thereforo,  he  seeips  to  fors^ake  thee  for  the  present,  in  that  he 
would  not  deliver  thee  from  that  bitter  Passion,  which  tbou  wouldst' 
undergo  for  us.  O  Saviour,  badst  thou  not  been  thus  forsaken, 
we  had  perisUed;  thy  4erelictipn  is  our  safety  :  and  however  our 
narrow  souls  ^re  not  capable  of  the  conceit  of  t^y  pain  and  horror, 
yet  we  kaow  there  Ci^ii  be  no  danger  in  tixe  forsaking,  wluJe  thou 
canst  say,,  Jlfy  Crod*  He  is  so  thy  God,  as  he  cannot  be  purs :  all 
our  right  is  .by  adoption ;  thine,  by  nature :.  thou  a^t  one  with  bim 
in  ete^joal  ess;uice ;  we  come  in  by  gra<;e  and  vierciful  election : 
yet,  while  thou  ^halt  enaj[)ie  me  to  say,  Afy  God,  Labatt  hope,  never 
to  sink  under  t^y  desertion^^  ,  \ 

Bu^  while  I  aoj^  transported  with  the  sens^  of  thy  sufferings,  O 
Saviour,  let  me  not  forget  to  admire  those  sweet  noercies  of  thine, 
which  .thou  pou^cdst  ou^  upon  thy  persecjutors.  They  rejoice  in 
thy  death,  and  triumph  in  thy  misery,  and  scoff  at  thee  in  both: 
instead  of  calling  down  fire  from  heaven  upon  then\,  thou  heapest 
coals  of  fire  upon  their  heads ;  Father ^  forgive  ,  ihem,  fyr  thty 
know  not  what  they  do.  They  blaspheme  thoe ;  tbou  pray  est  for*, 
then^ :  they  scorn ;  tliou  piticst :  they  sin  against  thee ;  tbou  pray* 
est  for  their  forgiveness  :  tbey  profess  t^bcir  aiaUce;  thpu  pieiadestt 
their  ignorance.  O  x^ompassion  without  jsxample,  withoiit  raea^ 
sure,  nt  for  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour  of  -Men  I    Wicked  and 


tongue  cries  louder  than  his  blood,  Faihei^  forgive  th&tn.  O-  Sa- 
viour, thou  couldst  not  but  be  heard.  Those,  who  out  of  igno- 
rance and  simplicity  thus  persecuted  thee,  find  the  happy  issue  of 
thine  intercession.  Now  I  see  whence  it  was,  that  three  thousand 
souls  wc^e  converted  soon  after  at  one  sermon.  It  was  not  Petei's 
speecl),  it  w^  thy  prayer,  that  was  thus  effectual.  Now  they  have 
grace  tokno\4r  and  confess,  whence  they  have  both  forgiveness  aad 
salvation ;  andean  recompense  their  blasphemies  with  thanksgiviag. 
Whai:  sin  i$  there.  Lord,  whereof  I  can  despair  of  the  remissioQ, 
or  what  offeoce  can  I  be  unwilling  to  remit,  when  thou  prayest  for 
the  forgiveness  of  thy  murderers  and  blasphemers  ? 

There  is  no  day  so  long,  but  hath  his-  evening.   At  last,  O  Bless* 
ed  Saviour,  thou  art  drawing  to  an  end  of  these  painful  suffer- 

Sgfy  wl)en,  spent  with  toil  and  torment,  thou  criest  out,  /  thirst,. 
ow  shfuldst  thou  do  other?  O  Dear  Jesu,  how  shouldst  thon 
do  other,  than  thirst  ?.  The  night,  thou  hadst  spent  in  watching, 
in  prayter,  in  agony,  in  thy  conveyance  from  the  Garden  to  Jeru- 
salem, from  Annas  to  Caiaphas,  from  Caiaphas  to  Pilate,  in  thy 
restless  answers,  in  buffetiugsand  stripes ;  the  ^ay,  in  arraignmentSy 
in  haling  from  place  to  place,  in  scourgings^  in  stripping,  in  robf : 
ing  and  disrobing,  in  bleeding,  in  tugging  under  thy  Cross,  in 
woundings  and  cfistensipn,  in  pain  and  passion:  no  marvel,  if  thou 
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tbirstedst.  Althoitgb  tberc  vras  more  in  this  drought,  thanlliy 
need.  It  was  no  less  requisite  thou  shouldst  thirst,  than  that  tbou 
sbouldstdie.  BothWere  upon  the  same  predetermination;  both  upon 
the  sam^  prediction.  How  else  siibuld  tha,t  word  be  verified-,  Psabn 
xxii.  14,  15.  All  7riy  bones  are  out  of  joint ;  mykecn^tis  like  waXy 
it  is  melted  in  the  mtdst  of  my  horwels :  Mif  strength  h  dried  up 
Uke  a  potsherd y  and  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws ;  and  thou 
hast  brought  me  into  the  dust  of  death  ?  Had  it  not  been  to  make 
up  that  word  whereof  one  jot  cannot  pass,  though  thou  hadst  fdt 
this  thirst,  vet  thou  hadst  not  bcwraved  it,  Alas !  what  could  it 
avail,  to  bemoan  thy  wants  to  insulting  enemies,  whose  sport  was 
thy  misery  ?  How  should  they  pity  thy  thirst,  that  pitied  not  thy 
bloodshe<{  ?  It  was  not  their  favour,  that  thou  expectedst  hereio, 
but  their  conviction. .  O  Sa:viour,  hpw  can  we,  thy  sinful  ser- 
vants, think  much  to  be  exercised  with  hunger  and  thiinst,  whm 
we  hear  thee  thus  complain  ? 

Thou,  that  not  long  since  proclaimedst  in  the  Temple,  If  OMf 
man  thirsty  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink :  he  that  believeth  inme, 
out  qf  his  belli/  shall  flow  rhers  of  Hiding  waters ,  now  thyself 
tbirstest.  Thou,  in  whom  we  believe,  complainest  to  want  some 
drops.  Thou  hadst  the  command  of  all  the  >raters  both  above 
the  firmament  and  below  it,  yet  thou  wonldst  tbirst.  Even  so, 
Lord^  thou,  that  wouldst  die  for  us,  wouldst  thirst  for  ns,  Ogire 
me  to  thirst  after  those  waters,  which  thou  ^romisest ;  whatever 
become  of  those  waters,  which  thou  wouldst  want.  The  time  was, 
when,,  craving  wtiter  of  the  Samaritan,  thou  gaVest  better  than 
that  thou  askecfst.  Oh  give  me  to  thirst  after  that  more  precious 
watl^r ;  and  so  do  tliou  give  nie  of  that  water  of  life,  tliat  I  may 
never  t^hir^t  again . 

Blessed  God,  how  raan'elously  dost  thou  contrive  thine  own  af- 
fairs!  Thine  enemies,  while  they  would  despight  thee,  shall  un- 
wittingly justify  tliee  and  convince  themselves.  '  As  thou  fore- 
saidst,  In  thy  thirsty  they  gave  thee  vinegar  to  drink.     Had  they 

Even  thee  wine,  ihou  hadst  not  taken  it.  The  night  beforcf  tbou 
ydst  taken  leave  of  that  comfortable  liquor ;  resolving  to  drink 
no  more  of  that  sweet  juice,  till  tbou  shouldst  drink  it*  new  with 
tiiem,  in  thy  Father's  kingdom.  Had  they  given  thee  water,  they 
had  not  fulfilled  that  prediction,/ wliereby  they  were  self-coa- 
demned.  **• 

I  know  not  now,  O  Dear  Jesu,'wlietl)er  this  last  draught  of 
tliine  were  more  pleasing  to  thc'e  or  moi'e  distiisteful :  diatastefol  in 
itself,  for  what  liquor  could  be  e^jually  harsh  }  pleasing,  in  that  it 
made  up  those  suiierings  thou  wert  ti>  endure,  ahd  tlibae  prophe- 
cies thou  wert  to  fulfil. 

Now,  there  is  no  more  to  do.  Thy  full  consummation  of  au 
predictions,  of  all  types  and  ceremonies,  of  all  suflkrinss,  of  «" 
satisiactions,  is  happily  both  ejected  and  protlaimed*.  No- 
thing DOW  remains,  but  a  voluntary,  sweet,  and  heavenly  rewf- 

*  For  the  full  explication  whereof.  I  refer  my  reader  to  my  Passion  Sevtaoo  |  where- 
4ri  the  parucul«riii«;a  are  largely  discusst-d.  * 
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tKiHdrt  of  fhy'Btessed  Soul,  into  the  hands  oT  thy  Eternal  Fa- 
ther ;  and' a  b6\*ing  of  thy  head,  for  the  change  of  a  better 
crown  ;  smd  a  peaceable  obdormition,  in  thy  bed  of  ease  and  ho- 
nour ;  and  an  instant  entrance  into  rest,  triumph,  gfory.  \' 

Atid  now,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  how  easily  have  carnal  eyes,  all  this* 
while,  mistaken  the  passages  and  intentions  of  this  thy  last  and 
most  glorious  work  !  Our  weakness  could  futherto  see  nothing* 
here  bat  pain  and  isfnonniny ;  now,  my  better-enlightened  eyes  see,| 
in  thi^  elevation  of  thine,  both  honour  and  happiness.  Lo,  thou* 
that  art  the  Mediator  betwixt  Gk)d  and  iwan,  the  Reconciler  ot* 
heaven  and  earth,  aft  lift  up  betwixt  earth  and  heaven,  that  thou 
mightiest  accord  both.  Thou,  that  art  the  great  Captain  of  our 
SalTfttion,  the  Conqueror  of  all  the  adverse  powers  of  death  and 
hell,  art  exalted  uporl  this  triumphal  chariot  of  the  Cro^s,  that  thou 
AMsphtest  trample  upon  death,  knd  drag  all  those  Infernal  Princi-* 
j^oKti^s^  manacled  after  thee.  Those  Arms,  which  thine-  enemies 
meantViolently  to  extend,  arc  stretched  forth  for  the  embracing  of 
ail  mankkid,  that  shall  come  in  for  the  benefit  of  thy  all-suffi- 
cient redemfption. 

"'Even  *  White  kfiou  suflferest,  thou  reignest.  Oh  the  impotent 
itiadiiess  of  silly  men!  •  They  think  to  disgrace  thee  with- wry 
faces,  with  tongues  put  out,  with  bitter  scofts,  with  poor  wretched 
indignities;  when,  in  the  mean  time,  the  kea^en^  declare  tky 
righteousness^  O  Lord^  and  the  earth  shews  forth  thy  power,' 
The  sun  pulls  in-  his  light,  as  not  abiding  to  see  the  sunerings  6F* 
his  Cireator  ;  the  earth  trembles  under  the  sense  of  the  wrong  done 
to  her  Maker;  the  rocks  rend  ;  the  veil  of  the  TeAiple  tears  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  shortly,  all  the  frame  of  the  world  acknow- 
ledees  the  dominion  of  that  Son  of  God,  whom  man  despised;  • 

liAith  and  hell  have  done  their  worst.  O  Saviour,  thou  ari'  in 
thy  Pkradise,  and  triumphest  over  the  malice  of  men  and  devils. 
Theipemainders  of  thy  Siicred  Person  are  not  yet  free.  The  sol- 
diei^  have  parted  thy  garments,  and  cast  lots  upon  thyseamlbss 
ceat:  (thode  poor  spoils  cannot  so  much  enrich  them  as  glorify  thee, 
whose  Scriptures  are  fulfilled  by' their  barbarous  sortitions).  The' 
Jews  sue  to  have  thy  bones  divided  ;  but  they  sue  in  Vain.  No 
nK)re  could  thy  garments  be  whole,  than  thy  Body  could  'be 
broken.     One  inviolable  decree  overrules  both. 

Foolish  executioners !  ye  look  up  at  that  Crucified  Body,  as  if  it- 
were  altogether  in  your  power  and  mercy  ;  jiothing  appears  to  ycu 
but  impotence  and  death :  little  do  you  Know,  what  an  inremstible 
guard  tliere  is  upon  that  Sacred  Corpse  ;  such,  as  if  all  the  Powers 
of  Darkness  shall  band  against,  they  shall  find  themselves' con- 
founded. In  spite  of  all  the  gates  of  hell,  that  word  shall  stand, 
Not  a  bene  of  him  shall  be  broken. 

StAly  th*  infallible  decree  of  the  Almighty  leads  you  on  to  his 
own  ends,  through  your  own  ways.  Ye  saw  him  already  dead, 
whom  ye  came  to  dispatch  :  those  bones  therefore  shall  be  whole, 
which  ye  haH  no  power  to  break.     But  yet,  that  no  piece  either  of 
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your  cruelty  or  of  I^ivine  prediction  may  remain  unflstisfiof, 
He,  whose  bones  m^  not  be  impaired,  shall  be  wounded  in  Us 
flesh:  He,  whose  Ghost  was  yielded  up,  must  yield  his  last 
blood  ;  One  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  pierced  his  side^  and/ortlu 
with  there  came  out  blood  and  water. 

Malice  is  wont  to  end  with  life ;  here,  it  overlives  it.  Cnid 
man !  what  means  this  so  late  wound  ?  Wliat  commission  hadst 
thou  for  this  bloody  acti  Pilate  had  given  leave  to  break  the 
bones  of  the  livintr ;  he  gave  no  leave  to  gore  the  side  of  the 
dead  :  what  wickect  supererogation  is  this  I  what  a  superfluity  of 
maliciousness !  To  what  purpose,  did  thy  spear  pierce  so  maej 
hearts  in  that  one  ?     Why  wouldst  thou  kill  a  dead  man  ? 

Methinks,  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  those  other  passionate  asso- 
ciates of  hers,  and  the  disciple  whom  Jpsus  loved,  together  \nth 
the  other  of  his  fellows,  tlie  friends  and  followers  of  Christ,  and 
especially  he  that  was  so  ready  to  draw  his  sword  upon  the  troop 
of  his  Master's  apprehenders,  should  have  work  enough  to  cooUia 
themselves  within  the  bounds  of  patience,  at  so  savage  a  stroke. 
Their  sorrow  could  not  chuse  but  turn  to  indigviatiou^  and  their 
hearts  could  not  but  rise,  as  even  mine  doth  now,  at  so  impertinent 
a  villainy.  How.easily  coqld  I  rave  at  that  rude  hand  !  But,  0 
God,  ^hen  I  look  up  to  thee,  and  consider  how  thy  holy  and  wise 
Providence  so  overrules  the  most  barbarous  actions  of  men,  that, 
besides  their  will,  they  turn  beneficial,  I  can  at  once  hate  theOi 
and  bless  thee.  This  very  wound  hath  a  mouth,  to  speak  the  Mes- 
fiiahship  of  my  Saviour,  and  the  truth  of  thy  Scripture^  Titg 
shall  look  at  him^  whom  they  have  pierced. 

Behold  now,  the  Second  Adam  sleeping,  and  out  of  his  side 
fornied  the  Mother  of  the  Living,  the  Evangelical  Church.  Be> 
bold  the  Rock,  which  was  smitten,  and  the  waters  of  life  gashed 
forth.  Behold  the  fountain,  that  is  set  open  to  the  house  of  DaoH^ 
for  sin  and  for  uticleanness ,  a  fountain,  not  of  water  only,  butef 
blood  too.  O  Saviour,  by  thy  water  we  are  washed ;  by  tby 
blood  we  arc  redeemed.  Those  two  saci*an)ents,  wliich  thou  iim 
institute  alive,  flow  also  from  thee  dead,  as  the  last  memoriab  of 
thy  love  to  thy  Church  :  the  water  of  baptism,  which  is  the  lover 
of  regeneration ;  the  blood  of  the  New  jestament  shed  for  rpnih 
sion  of  sins :  and  these,  together  with  the  Spirit  that  gives. life  to 
them  both,  are  the  three  Witnesses  on  earth,  whose  attestation 
caniiot  fail  us.  O  precious  and  sovereign  wound,  by  which  oar  ' 
souls  are  healed !  Into  this  cleft  of  tiie  rock,  let  nly  Dove  fly  ami 
enters  and'  there  safely  hide  herself,  from  the  taJons  of  all  the 
birds  of  prey. 

It  could  not  be,  but  that  the  death  of  Christ,  contrived  sod 
acted  at  Jerusalem  in  so  solemn  a  festival,  must  needs  draw  a  worid 
of  beholders.  The  Romans,  the  Centurion,  and  his  band,  were 
there  as  actors,  as  supervisors  of  tlie  execution.  Those  strangers 
were  no  otherwise  engaged,  than  as  tiiey,  that  would  hold  bit 
correspondence  with  the  citizens,  wliere  they  were  eifgarrisoaed* 
Their  fre^om  from  prejudice  rendered  them  more  capable  of  ^^ 
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in^eniioirs  construction  of  all  events.  NcWj  when  the  Centurion 
and  they  that  Hioere  with  hfm  that  watched  Jesus  saw  the  earths 
ftiakej  and  the  things  that  were  done^  they /eared  greatfy,  and 
glorified  Godj  and  said^  Truly ^  this  was  the  Son  of  God, 

What  a  m£irvelIous  concurrence  is  here,  of  strong  and  irrefra- 
gable  convictions !  Meekness  in  suffering,  prayer  for  bis  murder- 
ers, a  faithful  resignation  of  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  bis  Heaven- 
\y  Father,  the  sun  eclipsed,  the  heavens  darkened,  the  earth  trem- 
bling, the  graves  open,  the  rocks  rent,  the  veil  of  the  Temple 
torn :  who  could  go  less  than  this,  Truly y  this  was  the  Son  cf 
God  f  He  suffers  patiently  i  this  is  througn  tlie  power  of  grace  ; 
many  good  men  have  done  so,  through  his  enablmg.  The  frame 
of  nature  suffers  with  him ;  this  is  proper  to  the  God  of  Nature,  the 
Son  of  God. '  ■     ^ 

I  wonder  not,  that  these  men  confessed  thus :  I  wonder,  that  any 
Spectator  confessed  it  not.  These  proofs  were  enough,  to  fetcfi 
all  the  world  upon  their  knees,  and  to  have  made  all  mankind  a 
convert.  But  all  hearts  are  not  alike :  no  means  can  work  upon 
the  wifftilly  obdured.  Even  after  this,  the  soldier  pierced  that 
Blessed  Side ;  and,  while  Pagans  relented,  Jews  continued  impe- 
nitent. 

Yet  even  of  that  nation,  those  beholders,  whom  envy  and  par- 
tiality had  not  interested  in  this  slaughter,  were  stricken  with  just 
astonishment ;  and  smote  their  breasts,  and  shook  their  heaids ; 
ahd,  by  passionate  gesture  spake,  what  their  toneues  durst  not. 
How  many  must  there  needs  be,  in  this  universal  concourse,  of 
them  whom  he  had  healed  of  diseases,  or  freea  from  devils,  or  mi* 
raculously  fed,  or  some  way  obliged  in  their  persons  or  friends ! 
These,  as  the^  were  deeply  affected  with  the  mortal  indignities, 
which  were  offered  to  their  acknowledged  Messiah ;  so  they  could 
not  but  be  ravished  with  wonder,  at  those  powerful  demonstrations 
of  the  Deity  of  Him  in  whom  they  believed  ;  and  strangely  dis- 
tracted in  their  thoughts,  while  uaey  compared  those  sufferings 
with  that  Omnipotence.  As  yet,  their  faith,  and  knowledge,  was 
but  in  the  bud,  or  in  the  blade.  How  could  they  chuse  but  think. 
•^  Were  he  not  the  Son  of  God,  how  could  these  things  be  ?  And 
if  he  were  the  Son  of  God,  how  could  be  die  ?'*  His  Resurrection^ 
his  Ascensdon,  should  soon  after  perfect  their  belief ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  their  hearts  could  not  but  be  conflicted  with  thoughtii 
hard  to  be  reconciled.  Howsoever,  they  glorify  Gpd ;  and  stand 
amazed,  at  the  expectation  of  the  issue.  * 

But  above  all  other,  O  thou  Blessed  Virgin,  the  Holy  Mo- 
ther of  our  Lord,  bow  manv  swords  pierced  thy  soul ;  while 
standing  close  by  his  Cross,  tnou  sawest  thy  dear  Son  and  Saviour 
thus  inmenantly  used,  thus  stripped,  thus  stretched,  thus  nailed, 
thus  bleeding,  thus  dying,  thus  pierced!  How  did  thy  troubled 
heart  now  recount,  what  the  Angel  Gabriel  had  reported  to  thee 
from  God,  in  the  message  of  thy  blessed  Conception  of  that  Son 
of  God !  How  didst  thou  think  of  the  miraculous  formation  of 
ttat  thy  Divine  burden,  by  the  power,  of  the  Holy  Ghost !     How 
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didst  thou  recal  those  prophecies  of  Anna  and  Simeon  con4 
him;  and  all  those  supernatural  works  of  h^s,  the  irrefi 
proofs  of  his  Godhead  !  And,  laying  all  these  together,  wil 
miserable  infirmities  of  his  Passion,  how  wert  thou  crucified 
with  him!  The  care,  that  he  took  for  tlice  in  the  extreniity 
of  his  torments,  could  not  chiise  but  melt  thy  heart  ioto  sor- 
row:  but  oh,  when,  in  the.  height  of  bis  pain  and  misery  tboo 
beardst  him  cry  out,  My  Gody  my  God^  why  hast  tf^ou  forsaken 
me  ?  what  a  cold  horror  possessed  tiiy  soul !  I  cannot  now  won- 
der, at  thy  qualms  an<i  swoonings :  I  could  rather  wonder,  that 
thou  survivedst  so  sad  an  hour.  But  when,  recollecting  thyself, 
thou  sawest  the  heavens  to  bear  a  piirt  \Vith  thee  ip  tby  mourning, 
and  feltest  t^c  earth  to  tremble  no  less  tlian  thyself,  and  founiut 
that  the  dreadful  concussion  of  the  whole  frame  of  4ULture  pro- 
claimed <tlie  Deit^  of  him  that  would  thus  suBbr  aud  die,  aiul  re- 
pnemberedst  his  frequent  predictions  of  drinking  this  bitter  cup 
arid  of  being  baptized  thus  in  bkK)d  ;  thou  beganst  to  take  hiearti 
and  to  comfort  .thyself  with  the  assured  expectation  of  the  giori- 
o.us  issue.  More  than  once,  had  he  foretold  thee  his  victorious 
resurrection.  He,  who  had  ppeujy  professed  «f<mas.for  hif  type, 
and  had  fore-promised  in  three  days  to  raise  up  the  ruined  Temple 
of  his  body,  had  doubtless  ^ivqn  more  full  iptiin^tton.unto  thee, 
who  hadst  so  gceat  a  share  in  Utat  Sacred  Body  of  his.  The  Just  sAa/t 
live  byjaiik.  Lo,  that  faith  of  thine  in  his  ensuing  Resurrection, 
and  in  his  triumph  over  death,  gives  thee  life,  and  ch^rs  up  tby 
pooping  soul,  and  bids'  it  in  a  lioiy  confidt:;!^  to ,  triumph  over 
all  thy  ?ea^s  .and  sorrows  ^  and  Jiim, .  whom  ^ou  upw;  seest  dead 
and  despispd,  repr^sej^ts  unto  th^diving,  in^^prt^,  glorious. 

Matlluw  xxvii:  Markxv.  LukexxiU,  Johnxix, 
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Ghace  doth  not  ever  make  show,  where  it  is.  There  is  much  se- 
cret riches,  both  in  the  earth  and  sea,  which  never  eye  saw.  I 
never  heard  any  news  till  now,  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea  :  yet  watf 
he  eminently  both  rich,  and  wise,  and  good  ;  a  worthy,  though 
close  disciple  of  our  Saviour.  True  faith  may  be  wisely  reservw, 
but  will  not  be  cowardly.  Now  he  puts  fortli  himself,  and  dares 
beer  the  body  of  Jesus. 

Death  is  wont  to  end  all  quarrels.  'Pilate's  heart  tells  him  he 
hath  done  too  much  already,  in  sentencing  an  Innocenl  to  death. 
No  doubt,  that  centurion  had  related  unto  him  the  miraculoos 
sympt'oms  of  that  Passion.  He,  that  so  unwillingly  condemned 
innocence,  could  rather  have  wished  that  just  man  alive,  than 
have  denied  him  dead. 

The  body  is  yielded,  and  taken  down  ;  and  now,  that,  which 
hung  naked  upon  the  Cross,  is  wrapped  iix  fine  linen  ;  that,  which 
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was   soiled  with    sweat    and   blood,    is    curiously   washed    and 
embalmed. 

Now,  even  Nicodemus  com c?s  in  for  a  part;  and  fears  not  the 
envy  of  a  good  profession.  Death  hath  let  that  man  loose,  whom 
the  law  formerly  overawed  with  restraint.  He  hates  to  be  a  night- 
bird  any  loneer ;  but  boldly  flies  forth,  and  looks  upon  the  face  of 
the  suri  ;  and'wiil  be  now  as  liberal  in  his  odours,  as  he  was  before 
niggardly  in  his  confession. 

O  Saviotir,  the  earth  was  thine  and  the  fulnc*ss  of  it;  yet,  as 
fhou  hadst  not  a  'house  of  thine  own  while  thou  livedst,  so  thoii 
ha^t  not  a  grave  when  thou  wert  ddad.  Joseph,  that  rich  Coun- 
cillor, lent  thee  Tiis ;  lent  it  so,  as  it  sho.uld  never  be  restored. 
ThbU  tookest  it  biltfor  ^  while  ;  but  that  little  touch  of  that  Sacred 
Corpse  of  thine  made  it  too  good  for  the  owner. 

O  happy  Joseph,  thou  hadst  the  honour  to  be  landlord  of  the 
Lord  of  Life  !  HowAvell  is  thy  house-room  repaid,  with  a  mansion 
not  made  with'  karids^  ttemal  in  the  heavens  !  Thy  ^rden  and; 
thy  tomb  were  htrd  by  Calvary,  where  thou  touldst'not  fail  bf 
tnany  monitions  of  thy  fraiity.  How  oft  hadst  thou  seasoned  that 
new  tomb,  with  sad  and  savoury  meditations  !  and  hadst  oft  said 
within  thyself,  "  Here  I  shall  once  lie  down  to  my  last  rest,  and 
wait  for  my  resurrection  !'*  Little  didst  thou  then  think,  to  have 
fceen  disapppintetl  by  so  Blessed  a  y^west ;  or  that  thy  grave  should 
be  again  so  soon  empty,  and  in  that  emptiness  incapable  of  any 
mortal  indweller.  How  gladly  dost  thou  now  resign  thy  grave  to 
him,  in  whom  thou  livest,  and  who  liveth  for  ever;  whose  soul  is 
In  Panldise,  whose  Godhead  every  where !  Hadst  thou  not  been 
ri6h  before,  this  gift  had  enriched  thee  alone ;  and  more  ennobled 
theCj  than  all  thine  earthly  honour.  Now  great  princes  envy  thy 
bounty  -,  and  have  thought  themselves  happy,  to  kiss  the  stones  of 
that  rock,  which  thou  thus  hewed«t,  thus  bestowedst. 
'  Th«s,  purely  wrapped  and  sweetly  embalmed,  lies  the  precious 
Body  of  our  Saviour,  in  Joseph's  new  vault.  Are  ye  now  also  at 
rest,  O  ye  Jewish  Hulers  ?  Is  your  malice  dead  and  buried  with 
bim  ?  Hath  Pilate  enough  served  your  envy  and  revenge  ?  Surelv, 
it  18  but  a  common  lK)stility,  that  can  die ;  yours  surviveth  death, 
and  puts  you  opon  a  further  project.  7  he  Chief  Priests  andPha^ 
risers  came  together  ttnfo  Pilate^  xaf/inff,  5'/r,  we  renteinhcr  that 
this  Deceiver  said  while  he  was  yet  alive ^  After  three  days  I  will 
rise  again  : '  (Jiyfnmand  therefore  that  the  sepulchre  be  made  surc^  till 
the  third  day ;  lest  his  disciples  come  by  nighty  and  steal  him  away 
and  say  to  the  people ^  He  is  risen. 

How  full  bf  terrors  and  inevitable  perplexities  is  guiltiness! 
These  mecy  were  not  more  troubled  with  envy  at  Christ  alive,  than 
now  with  fear  of  hw  resurrection.  And  what  can  now  secure 
thfem  ?  Pilatfe  teid  helped  to  kill  him ;  but  who  shall  keep  him 
from  rising?' 

Wicked^  and  foohsh  Jews  !  how  fain  would  ye  fight  against  God, 
ami  your  own  hearts !  How  gladly  would  ye  deceive  youi-selves, 
in  believing!  him*  to  be  li  DeceiVer,-  whom  your  consciences  knew 
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to  be  no  less  trae  than  powerfal !  Lazarus  whs  still  in  your  eye. 
That  man  was  no  phantasm.  His  death,  bis  reviving,  was  unde- 
niable. The  so  fresh  resuscitation  of  that  dead  body,  after  four 
days  dissolution,  was  a  manifest  conviction  of  Omnipotence.  How 
do  ye  vainly  wish,  that  he  could  deceive  you,  in  the  fore>report> 
ing  of  his  own  resun^tion !  Without  a  Divine  power,  he  could 
have  raised  neither  Lazarus  nor  himself;  with  and  by  it,  he  could 
as  well  raise  himself  as  Lazarus.  What  need  we  odier  witnesses, 
than  your  own  mouths  ?  That,  which  he  would  do,  ye  confess  he 
foretold ;  that  the  truth  of  his  word  ipight  answer  tl^  power  pf  this 
deed,  and  both  of  them  might  argue  him  the  God  of  Truth  and 
Pbwer,  and  yourselves  enemies  to  both. 

And  now,  what  must  "be  done  i  The  sepulchre  must  be  secured, 
and  you  with  it.  A  huge  stone,  a  strong  guard,  must  do  the 
deed ;  and  that  stone  must  be  sealed,  that  guard  of  your  owo  de* 
signing.  Metbinks,  I  hear  the  soldiers  and  busy  officers^  wbeo 
they  were  rolling  away  that  other  weighty  stone  (for  such  we  pro- 
bably conceive)  to  the  mouth  of  the  vault  with  much  toil  and  sweat 
and  oreathlesspess,  how  they  bragged  of  the  sureness  of  the  place 
and  unremovableness  of  that  load ;  and  when  that  so  choice  a  watch 
was  set,  how  they  boasted  of  their  valour  and  vigilance,  and  said, 
they  would  make  him  safe  ircxa  either  rising  or  stealing. 

Oh  the  madness  of  impotent  men,  that  think  by  either  wile  or 
force  to  frustrate  the  will  and  designs  of  the  Almighty !  How  justly 
doth  that  wise  and  powerful  Arbiter  of  the  Workl  bugb  them  to 
scorn  in  heaven,  and  befool  them  in  their  own  vain  devices  !  O  Sa- 
viour, how  much  evidence  had  thy  Kesurrectioa  wanted, .  if  these 
enemies  had  not  been  thus  maliciously  provident  I  How  irrefra* 
gable  is  thy  rising  made,  by  these  bootless  endeavours  of  their 
prevention ! 

All  this  while,  the  devout  Marys  keep  close ;  and  silently  spend 
their  Sabbath,  in  a  mixture  of  grief  and  hope.  How  did  they 
wear  out  tbose.sad  hours,  in  bemoaning  thenaselves  each  to  other: 
iU/muiual  relations  of  the  patient  suBerings,  of  the  happy  expira- 
tion of  their  Saviour ;  of  the  wonderful  events,  both  in  the  heavens 
and  earth,  that  accompanied  his  Crucifixion  ;  of  his  frequent  and 
clear  predictions  of  his  Resurrection !  And  now  tliey  have  gladly 
i^reea,  so  soon  as  the  time  will  give  them  leave,  in  the  dawning  (n 
the  Sunday  morning,  to  visit  that  dear  sepulchre. 

Neither  will  they  go  empty-handed  :  she,  that  had  bestowed 
that  costly  alabaster-box  of  omtment  upon  their  Saviour  alive,  hatb 
prepared  no  less  precious  odours  tor  him  dead. 

Love  is  restless  and  fearless.  In  the  dark  of  night,  these  good 
women  to  to  buy  their  spices ;  and,  eare  the  day-break,  are  gone 
out  of  their  houses  towards  the  tomb  of  Christ,  to  bestow  them* 
This  sex  is  conomonly  fearful :  it  was  much  for  them,  to  walk  alooe 
in  that  unsafe  season :  yet,  as  despising  all  fears  and  daoeers, 
they  thus  spend  the  ni^ht  after  their  Swbath. .  Might  they  mtve 
been  allowed  to  buy  then*  perfumes  on  the  Sabbath,  or  to  hare  vi- 
sited that  holy  tomb  sooner,  can  we  think  they  would  have  skaiil 
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SO  long  ?  Can  we  suppose  thev  would  have  cared  more  for  the  Sab* 
bath,  than  for  the  Lord  rf  the  Sstbbath^  who  now  kept  his  Sabbath 
in  the  grave  ?  Sooner  tliey  might  not  come,  later  they  would  not, 
to  present  their  last  homage  to  their  dead  Saviour.  Had  these 
holj  women  known  their  Jesus  to  be  alive^  how  had  they  hasted, 
.who  made  such  speed  to  do  their  last  offices  to  his  Sacred  Corpse ! 
For  us,  we  krww  that  our  Reieeiner  liveth  ^  we  know  where  he  is. 
O  Saviour,  how  cold  and  heartless,  is  our  love  to  tliee,  if  we  do 
not  haste  to  find  thee  in  thy  word  and  sacraments ;  if  our  souls  do 
not  fly  tip  to  thee,  in  all  holy  aflPections,  into  thy  heaven ! 

Of  all  the  women,  IVhry  Magdalen  is  first  named ;  and,  in  some 
Evangelists,  alone.  She  is  noted  above  her  fellows.  None  of 
them  wero  so  much  obliged  ;  none,  so  zealously  thankful.  Seven 
devils  were  cast  out  of  her,  by  the  command  of  Christ.  That 
hearty  which  was  freed  from  Satan  by  that  powerful  dispossession, 
wiis  now  possessed  with  a  free  and  gracious  bounty  to  her  Deliverer. 
Twiee,  at  the  least,  hath  she  poured  out  her  fraffrant  and  costly  ' 
odours  upon  him*  Where  there  is  a  true  sense  of  favour  and  be* 
neficeuce,  there  cannot  but  be  a  fervent  desire  of  retribution.  O 
Blessed  Saviour,  could  we  feel  the  danger  of  every  sin,  and  the 
nalifirnity  of  those  spiritual  po^sesuons  firom  which  thou  •hast  freed 
us,  now  should  we  pour  out  ourselves  into  thankfulness  unto 
thee! 

Every  thing  here  had  horror.  The  place,  both  solitary  and  a 
aepulcKre ;  nature  abhors,  as  the  visage,  so  the  xegion  of  death 
and  corruption :  tlie  time,  night ;  only  the  moon  gave  them  some 
faint  glimmering ;  for  this  being  tlie  seventeenth  day  of  her  age,  " 
afForded  some  light  to  the  latter  part  of  the  night :  the  business,  the 
visitation  of  a  d^d  corpse.  Ttieir  zealous  love  hath  easily  over- 
come all  tiiesie.  They  iiad  followed  him  in  his  sufferings,  when  the 
disciples  left  him ;  tliey  attended  him  to  his  Cross  weeping  ;  they 
followed  him  to  his  grave,  and  saw  how  Joseph  laid  him :  even 
there,  they  leave  him  not ;  but,  ere  it  be  dayliglit,  return  to  pay 
him  the  last  tribute  of  their  duty.  How  much  stronger  is  love  than 
'death  1  O  Blessed  Jesu,  why  should  not,  we  imitate  thy  love  to  us? 
Those,  whom  tlwu  lovest^thmi  lovest  to  the  end;  yea,  in  it ;  yea, after 
it :  even  wl>en  we  are  dead,  not  our  souls  only,  but  our  very  dust 
is  dearly  respected  of  tliee.  VVliat  condition  of  thine  should  re- 
move our  aifections>  from  thy  persou  in  heaven,  from  thy  limbs 
on  earth  ? 

Well  did  these  worthy  women  know,  what  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
and  Nicodemua  had  done  to  thee.  They  saw,  how  curiously  they 
had  wrapped  thee,  how  preciously  they  had  Qoobalmed  thee  :  yet, 
as  not  thinking  others'  benefiqence  could  be  any  just  excuse  of 
theirs,  they  bring  their  own  odours  to  thy  sepulture,  to  be  per- 
fumed by  the  touch  of  thy  Sacred  Body.  What  thank  is  it  to  us,* 
that  oUiers  aiee  obsequious  to  thee,  while  we  are  slack  or  niggardly  ? 
We  niay  rejoice  in  others'  forwardness  ;  but  if  we  rest  in  it,  how 
small  joy  shall  it  be  to  us,  to  see  them  go  to  heaven  without  us  ! 

Whan,-  on  tha  Friday  eveniag,  they  attended  Joseph  to  the  on- 
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tombing  of  Jesus » they  marked  the  place ;  tbev  marked  the  pas. 
sage  ;  tney  marked  tbat  inner  gfave-stone,  «rhich  the  owner  had 
fitted  to  the  mouth  of  that  tomb,  which  all  thm  care  is  now  to  re. 
move  ;  JVho  shall  roll  away  the  stone  f  That  other  more  weighty 
load  v^rherewith  the  vault  was  barred,  the  seal,  the  guard  set  upon 
both,  came  not  perhaps*  into  their  knowledge.  Thist  was  the 
private  plot  of  Pilate  and  the  priests,,  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
thouehts.  /         ' 

I  do  not  hear  them  «ay,  "  How  shall  we  recover  the  charges  of 
our  odours?"  or^  *'  How  shall  we  aToid  the  envy  and' censure 
.of  our  angry  Elders,  for  honouring  him,  whom 't lie  governors  of 
our  nation  have  tliought  worthy  of  condemnation  ?*'  The  only 
.thought,  tliey  DOW  take  is,  Jl^ho  shall  roU  tnmf  thi  sUrtief  Neither 
do  they  stay  at>  home,  and  move  this>doubt ;  bot,'  when  they  are 
well  forward  on  their  way,  resolving  tor  try  the  issne.  Good  hearts 
cannot  be  so  solicitous  for  any  tthing  under  heaven,  as  for  removing 
those  impediments,  which  lie  between  them  and  their  Saviour.  O 
Blessed  Jesu,  thou,  who  art  clearly  revealed  in  heaven,  art  yet 
still  both  hid  and  sealed  up  from  too  many  hereon  eatth  :  neither 
..is  it  some  thin  veil,  tiiat  is  spread  between,  thee  and  them,  huts 
huge  stoqe ;  even  a  true  stone  of  offence  lies  rolled' upon  the  mouth 
of  their  hearts.  Yea,  if  a  second  weight  were  supt^radded  to  thy 
grave  here,  no  less  than  three  spiiitual  bars  are  interposed  betwixt 
them  and  thee  above  ;  idleness,  ignorance,  unbelief.  Who  shall 
roll  away  these  stones,  but  the  same  power  that  reD^oved  thiue  ? 
O  Lord,  remove  that  our  ignorance,  that  we  may  know  thee  ;  our 
idleness,  that  we  may  seek  thee ;  our  unbelief,  that  we  may  find 
and  enjoy  thee. 

How  well  it  succeeds,  when  we  go  faithfully  and  oonscionably 
about  our  work,  and  leave  the  issue  .to  God!  Lo,  now  God  hatii 
removed  the  cares  of  these  holy  women,  together  with  the  grave- 
stone..  To; the  wicked,  that  falls  out,  which  they  feared  ;  to  the 
godly,  that,  which  they  u  itdied  and  cared  tor,  yea  more.  Holy 
cares  ever  prove  well ;  dieSvorldly  dry  the  bones,  and  disapp^nt 
the  hopes.  i. 

Could  these  good  visitanta  have  known  of- a  greater  stone  seal- 
ed, of  a  strong  watch. set,  their  dbubts  had  been  doubled:  now, 
God  goes  beyond  tlieir  thoughts ;  and  at  once  removes  that,  which 
both  they  did  and  might  have  feared.  The  stone  is  removed,  the 
seal  broken,  the  watch  fled. 

What  a  scorn  doth  the  .Almighty  God  make  of  the  impotent  de* 
signs  of  men  !  They  thought,  ^^  1  he  stone  shall  make  the  grave 
sure ;  the  seal  shall  make  tiiie  stone  sure ;  the  guard  shall  make 
both  sure  f'  now,  when  they  think  all  safe,  God  sends  an  angel 
from  heaven  above ;  the  earth  quakes  beneath ;  the  stone  rolb 
away  ;  the  soldiers  stand  like  carcases,  and,  when  they  h^ve  got 
heart  enough  to  run  away,  think  thtmselves  valiant;  the  tomb  is 
opened  ;  Cjarist  is  risen ;  th^y^  confounded.  O  the  vain  projects 
of  silly  men  !  as  if,  with  one  sbovelfuU  of.  odre  they  would  dam 
up  the  sea »  or,  with  a.clout  hanged  fottfa^  4hey  wodkl  keq>  the 
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«un  (r^n\  shinmgr.  O  these  spiders'  wcbi^i  or  houses  of  cards  which 
fond  children  have,  as  they  think,  skilt'ully  ft-amcd,  which  the  least 
breath'bniaks  aitd  ruins  !  \Vho  arfe  we,  sorry  worms,  that  we  should 
look  in  any  business  to  preVsiil  ao^ainst  our  Creator?  What  crea- 
ture is  so  ba-^e,  that  he  cannot  arm  against  us,  to  our  confusion  ? 
The  Kee  and  frogrs  siiall  be  too  strong  for  Pharaoh,  the  worms  for 
Herod,      'riieve  Vs  no  wisdom  nor  counsel  against  the  Lord,' ' 

O  the  marvellous  pomp  and  magnificence  of  our  Saviour's  Re^ 
surrectioh  !  'The  earth  quikes  ;  the  angel  appears :  that  it  may 
be  plainly  seen,  that  this  Divine  Pei-son  ifow  rising  had  the  cdm- 
mand  both  of  earth  and  heaven.  At  the  dissolution  of  tliy  human 
nature,  <>  Saviour,  was  an  earthquake ;  at  the  reuniting  of  it, 
is  an  earthquake:  to  teHthe  world,  that  the  God  of  Nature  then 
sifffered,  and  had  now  conquered.  While  thou  layest  still  in 
the  earth,  the  earth*  was  still ;  wheh  thou  earnest  to  fetch  thine 
«Wm,  rhe  eaHh  tre^nbled'at  the  presence  of  the  Lord^  at  the 
fresence  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  When  thou,  our  true  SadfifSson, 
€iwakedst,  and  foundest  thvself  tied  with  these  Philisitine  cords, 
and  rousedst  up,  fend  brakest  those  .hard  and  strong  tw?sts  with 
a  sudden  power,  no  marvel  if  the  room  shook  under  thee. 

Good  cause  had  the  earth  to  quake,  when  the  God,  that  made 
It,  poverfnlly  call^  for  his  own  flesh,  from  the  usurpation  of  het 
bowels.  Good  cause  had  she  to  open  her  graves,  and  yield  up  her 
dead  in  attendance  to  the  Lord  of  Life,  whoui  she  had  presumed 
to  detain  in  that  cell  of  her  darkness 

•'  What  a  seeming  impptency  was  here,  that  thou,  who  art  the 
true  Rock  of  th\\('hurch,  shouldest  lie  obscurely  shrouded  in  Jo- 
seph's rock  !'  Thou^  that  aft  th^  true  Cornef-Stone  of  thy  Church, 
shouldest  be  shtirt  up  with  a  double  stbne,  the'  one  of  thy  ^rave; 
the  other  of  thy  vault !  Thou,  hi/  whom  we  arc  sealed  to  the  day 
qf  our  redeihiph'on^  shouldest  be  sealed  up  in  a  blind  cavern  of 
earth!  But  now,  what  a  demonstration  of  power  doth  both  the 
world  and  I  see  ih  thy  g^lorious  RcsurroctioHf!  The  rocks  tear  ;  the 
graves  open  ;  the'stonCs  roll  away  ;  the  dead  rise  and  appear ;  the 
soldiers  flee  and  tremble  ;  samts  aVid  ang(»ls  attend  thy  ri'sing.  O 
Saviour,  thou  layest  down  in  weakness  ;  thou'  risest  in  power  and 
glory  :  thou  layest  down  like  a  man  ;  thou  risest  like  a  God. 

What  a  lively  image  hast  thou  herein  giv<.»n  me,  of  the  dread* 
ftil  niajesty  of  the  general  resurrectioii,  and  thy  second  appear- 
ance !  Then,  not  the  earth  only,  but  the  pom^ers  of  heaved  snail  be 
ska:ken  :  not  sortie  few  graves  shall  be  opeii,  and  some  saints  ap- 
pear; but  all  the  bars  of  death  shall  be  broken,  and  all  that  sleep 
in  their  gmves'  shxttl  awake ^  and  stand  up  from  the  dead  before 
thee :  not  some  one  angel  shall  descend  ;  but  thou,  the  great  An~ 
gel  of  the  Covejiailt,  attended  with  thousand  thousands  of  those 
mighty  spirits;  And  if  these  stout  soldiers  were  so  filled  with  ter* 
rorat  the  feeling  of  an  earthquake  and  the  sight  of  an  angel,  that 
they  had  scarce  breath  fcft  in  them  for  the  time  to  witness  then! 
alive ;  wliere  ^hall  thine  enemies  appear,  O  Lord,  in  the  day  of 
thy  terrible  appearance,  when  the  earth  shall  reel  and  vanish,  and 
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the  elements  shall  be  on  a  flame  about  their  ears,  and  Ae  heavens 
shall  wrap  qp  as  a  scroll  ?  • 

0  GoQ,  thoa  mightest  have  reraored  this  stone  by  the  force  of 
thine  earthquake,  as  well  as  rive  other  rocks;  vet  thouwouMesi 
nither  use  the  ministry  of  an  angel :  or,  thou,  tnat  gavest  thyself 
life,  and  gavest  being  both  to  the  stone  and  to  the  earth,  couldest 
more  easiiv  have  removed  the  stone,  than  moved  the  earth  ;  but  it 
was  thy  pleasure  to  make  use  of  an  angel's  hand.  And  now,  he, 
that  would  ask  why  .thou  wouldest  do  it  rather  by.  an  angel  thanbj 
thyself,  ma^  as  well  ask  why  thou  didst  not  rather  give  thy  Law  by 
thme  own  immediate  hand,  than  by  the  ministration  of  angek; 
^^y  by  an  angel  thou  struckest  the  Israelites  with  plagues,  die 
Assyrians  with  the  sword ;  why  an  angel  appeared  to  comfort  tbee 
after  thy  Temptation  and  Agony,  when  thou  wert  able  to  comfort 
thyself ;  why  thou  usest  the  influences  of  heaven  to  fruiten  the 
earth;  why  thou  employest  second  causes  in  all  events,  whea 
thou .  oonldest  do  all  things  alone.  It  is  good  reason,  thou 
shouldst  serve  thyself  of  thine  own ;  neither  is  there  any  ground 
to  be  requurcd,  whether  of  their  motion  or  rest,  besides  thy 
will, 

.  Thou  didst  raise  thyself;  the  angels  removed  the  atone*  They 
that  could  have  no  band  in  thy  Resurrection,  yet  shall  have  ahana 
in  removing  outward  impediments ;  not  because  thou  neede^^  but 
because  thou  wouldest :  like  as  thou  alone  didst  raise  Lazarus; 
thou  badest  others  let  him  loose.  Works  of  Omnipoteocy,  tbov 
reservest  to  thine  own  immediate  performance ;  ordinary  actioDSi 
thou  doest  by  subordinate  means. 

Although  this  act  of  tlie  angels  was  not  merely  with  respect  to 
tbee ;  but  partly  to  those  devout  women,  to*  ease  tlieoi  of  their 
care,  to  manifest  unto  them  thy  Resurrection ;  so  officipus  are 
those  glorious  spirits,  not  only  to  thee  tiieir  Maker,  but  even  to 
the  meanest  of  thy  servants,  especially  in  tlie  furtherance  of  all 
their  spiritual  designs.  Let  us  bring  our  odours;  they  will  be 
sure  to  roll  away  the  stone.  Why  do  not  we  imitate  them,  in  our 
forwardness  to  promote  each  others'  salvation  ?  We  pray  to  do 
thy  will  here,  as  they  do  in  heaven  :  if  we  do  uot  act  our  wishes, 
we  do  but  mock  thee  in  our  devotions. 

How  glorious  did  this  angel  of  thine  appear !  7'he  terrified  8ol« 
diers  saw  his  face  like  lightning ;  both  they  and  the  women  ssv 
his  garments  shining,  bright,  and  wliite  as  snow :  such  a  presence 
became  his  errand.  It  was  fit,  ttiat,  as  in  thy  Passion  the  sun  was 
darkened  and  all  creatures  were  clad  with  heaviness,  so  in  thy  Be* 
surrection  the  best  of  tliy  creatures  should  testify  their  joy  anid  ex- 
ultation in  the  brightness  of  their  habit ;  that,  as  we  on  festival 
days  put  on  our  best;  clotlies)  so  thine  angels  should  celebrate  this 
blessed  festivity  with  a  meet  representation  of  glory. 

They  could  not  but  enjoy  our  joy,  to  see  the  work  of  man's  Re- 
demption thus  fully  finishecl ;  and,  if  there  be  m/V/A  tit  heavnn  4i 
the  conversion  of  one  sinner y  how  much  more,  when  a  world  of 
sinners  is  perfectly  ransomed  from  death  and  restored  to  salva^ 
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tion  !  Ceftainly,  if  but  one  or  two  appeared,  all  rejoiced,  all  tri- 
umphed ^ 

Neither  could  they  but  be  herein  sensible  of  their  own  happy 
advantage,  who,  by  thy  mediation,  are  confirmed  in  their  glorious 
estate  ;  since  thou,  by  the  blood  of  thy  Cross  and  power  of  thy 
Resurrection,  hast  recanciUd  things^  not  in  earth  ordy,  but  tn 
heaven^  * 

But,  above  all  other,  the  love  of  thee  their  God  and  Saviour 
must  needs  heighten  their  joy  ;  and  make  thy  glory  theirs.  It  is 
tbeir  perpetual  work,  to  praise  thee :  how  much  more  now,  whetl 
such  an  occasion  was  offered,  as  never  had  been,  since  the  world 
began  ;  iie%^er  could  be,  after  ?  When  thou,  the  God  of  Spirits, 
hadst  vanquished  all  the  spiritual  powers  of  darkness ;  when  thou, 
the  Lord  of  Life,  hadst  conquered  death  for  thee  and  all  thine,  so 
as  they  may  now  boldly  insult  over  their  last  enemy,  O  deaths 
where  is  thy  sting  f  O  grave^  where  is  thy  victmy  f 

Certainly,  if  Heaven  can  be  capable  of  an  increase  of  joy  and 
felicity,  never  had  those  blessed  spirits  so  ^reat  a  cause  of  triumph 
and  gratulation,  as  in  this  day  of  tliy  glorious  Resurrection.  How 
much  more,  O  Dear  Jesu,  should  we  men,  whose  flesh  thou  didst 
ausume,  unite,  revive,  for  whose  sake  and  in  whose  stead  thou  didst 
vouchsafe  to  suffer  and  die,  idiose  arrearages  thou  payedstin  death 
and  acquittedst  in  thy  Resurrection,  whose  souls  are  discharged, 
whose  Dodies  shall  be  raised  by  the  power  of  thy  rising;  now 
mueh  nMM«  should  we  think  we  have  cause  to  be  overjoyed,  with 
the  happy  memory  of  this  great  work  of  thy  Divine  Power  and 
unconceivable  Mercy ! 

Lo  now,  bow  weak  soever  I  am  in  m vself,  yet,  in  the  confidence 
of  this  victorious  Resurrection  of  my  Saviour,  I  dare  boldly  chal- 
lenge and  defy  you,  O  all  ye  adverse  powers.  Po  the  worst  ye 
can  to  my  soul :  in  despite  of  you,  it  shall  be  safe. 

Is  it  Sin,  that  threats  me  ?  Behold,  this  Resurrection  of  my  Re^ 
deemer  publishes  my  discharge.  My  Surety  was  arrested,  and 
cast  into  the  prison  of  his  grave.  Had  not  the  utmost  farthing  of 
mine  arrearages  been  paid,  he  could  not  have  come  forth.  He  is 
come  forth  :  the  sum  is  fully  satisfied.  What  danger  can  there  be 
of  a  discharged  debt  ? 

Is  it  the  Wrath  of  God  ?  Wherefore  ifii  that,  but  for  sin  i  If  my 
sin  be  defrayed,  that  quarrel  is  at  an  end  ;  and  if  my  Saviour  snf. 
fered  it  for  me,  how  can  I  fear  to  suffer  it  in  myself?  That  infinite 
Justice  hates  to  be  twice  paid.  He  is  risen  ;  therefore  be  hath  jsa- 
tisfied.  Who  is  he^  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ,  that  died ;  yea 
rather y  that  is  risen. 

Is  it  Death  itself  ?  Lo,  my  Savour,  that  overcame  death  by 
dying,  hath  triumphed  over  nim  iu  his  Resurrection.  How  can  I 
now  %ar  a  conquered  enemy  r  What  harm  is  there  in  the  8er* 
')M»it,  but  for  his  sting  ?  The  sting  qf  death  is  sin :  that  is  pulled 
out  by  my  powerful  Redeemer ;  it  cannot  now  hurt  me ;  it  may 
xcfireshme,  to  carry  this  cool  snake  in  my  bosom* 

O  then>  my  D^  Saviour,  I  bless  thee  for  thy  Death ;  but  I 
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bless  thee  more  for  thy  Resurrection.  Tluit  was  a  work  of  woo* 
derful  humility,  of  inifinite  meroy ;  this  was  a  work  of  infinite 
power :  in  that,  was  human  weakness^  in  this.  Divine  Omnipo* 
tence :  in  that,  triou  didst  die  for  our  sifis ;  in  this^  thou  didst  lise 
again  for  our  justification. 

:  '  And  now,  hpw  am*  I  conformable  to  thee ;  if,  when  thou  art 
risen,  I  lie  still  in  the  grave  of  my  corruptions  ?  How  am  I  a  limb 
of  thy  body ;  if,  while  thou  hast  that  perlect  dominion  over  death, 
death  bath  dominion  over  me ;  if,  while  thou  art  alive  and  glo- 
rious, I  lie.  rotting  in  the  dust  of  death  ?  f  know  the  locomotive 
faculty  ts>  in  the  iiead  r  by  the  power  of  the  Resurrection  of  thee 
pur  Head,  all  we  thy  members  cannot  but  be  raised.  As  the  earth 
V^annot  bold  my  body  from  thee  in  the  day  of  the  Second  Resur- 
rection y  so  cannot  sin  withhold  my  soul  from  thee  in  the  first. 
How  am  I  thine,  \i^  I  be  not  risen  ?  and  j^'  I  be  risen  with  thee, 
why  do  I  not  s^eek  the  things  above,  where  thou  sittest  at  the  right 
band  of  God  y 

•  Tbe  vault  or  cave,  wiiich  Joseph  had  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  was 
large ;  capable  of  no  less  than  ten  persons.  Upon  the  mouth  cf 
it,  eastward,^ was  that  great  stone  rolled.  Within  it,  at  the  righl 
kand,  in  the  north  part  of  the  cave,  was  iiewh  out  a. receptacle  for 
the  body^  three  handfuls  high  from  the  )KiVement;  and  a  stone  was 
^ccQvdingly  fitted  for  the/ccvver  of  that  grave. 
V  Ititp  this  cave,  the  good  Women,  fincGng  the  stone  rolled  away, 
deseeocled,  to  iseek  the  body  of  C.'hrist ;  und  in  .it  aaw^he  angns. 
Ttbisiwasihetgotlll  to  which  .Fetes  and  John  ¥an;  finding  the  spoils 
of  death,  tfie  grave  clothes  wrapped  up,  and  the  napkin  that  was 
about  the  hean  folded  up^  together -and  laid  in  a  place  by  itself; 
and  as  thev  come  in  haste,  so  thev  returned  with  wonder. 
.  J  .marvel*  not  at  your*  ppeed;  O  ye  blesst-d*  disciples;  if,  upon 
the  report  of  the*woinen;  ye  ran^  yea  Hew  upon  the  wings  of  zeal, 
to  j;c^e.  what  wus  ,L)ecorne  of  your.  Master.  Ye  had  wont  to  walk 
iamiliarly  together  in  the  atlendauce  of  your  Lord:  now,  so- 
ciety is  forgotten ;  and,  as  for  a  wager,  ea^h  tries  the  speed  of  his 
legs,  and,  with  neglect  of  other,*  vies  who  shall  be  6rst  at  the 
lomb.  ^/  • 

Who  would  not  but  have  tried  masteries  with  you,  in  this  case; 
and  have  made  hght  touches  of  t!ie  earth,  to  have  held  paces  with 
you  ?  Your  desire  was  equal :  but  John  is  the  younger ;  his  limbs 
are  more  nimble  ;  his  breath  more  free.  He  first  looks  into  the 
sepulchre;  but  Peter  g/)e8  down  first.  O  happy  competition,  who 
^hall  be  more  zealous  in  die  inquiry  after  Christ ! 

Ye  saw  enough  to  ama/e  you  ;  not  enough  to  settle  your  faith. 
How  well  might  you  have  thouglit, "  Our  Master  is  not  subduced 
but  risen,  ^  Had  he  been  taken  awav  by  othera'  hands,  diis  fino 
linen  had  not  been  left  behind  :  had  he  not  himself  .risen  firomtbis 
bed  of  earth,  he  had  not  thus  wrap|)ecl  up  bis  night  clothes,  and 
laid  them  sorted  by  themselves.  What  can. we  doubt,  when  he 
foretold  us  he  would  riser''  O  Blessed  Jeau,*  how  wilt  tb6u  ptf* 
don  our  errors;  how  should  we  pardon  aiid.  pity  the  enon  of 
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.  each  Other)  in  lesser  occasions ;  when  ^s  jQt  thy  priBie:and.4^res| 
disciples,  aft^r  90  izMich  Divine  instrujCtion^  ATini?  n^t  the  Sv/ip-m, 
turcs^  thai  ihfiu  must  7-we  again  frmn  ihe^  dpad  I  They  ^ent  a*yay, 
moi'e  astcMiisbed  than  confident ;  more  full  of  wo^der^as  yet^  tban 
of  belief.  ......    -^ 

There  is.  more  strength  of  zeal,  where  it. takes,  in  the  weakec 
sex.  Those,  holy  women,  as  they  qame  first,. $0  they  stayed  last ; 
especially  cievout  Mary  Magdalen  stands  still,  ^t  jthe  mouth  of  tb^, 
cave,  weeping.  Well  might  tlipse  ^ear^  have  beeq.sp^red>  if  h^p 
l^nowl^idge  Jbad  been  ans,werable  to  h^  affection  ^  b^r,  faith,  to  her 
fervomr. .  Witli^l,.as  o\ir  eyi^  will  be  wheiie  wa' ]oye,  siie, stoops^ 
and  looks  down  into  that  dear  Sepulchre. 

Holy  desires  never  bpt  speed  well,     'inhere  she  see^  two.  sriprions 

angelsy  the  one  sitting  at  the  head^  the  ath^r  at  ^ke  feet  wlierejthei 

body  of  Jesus  had  lain.     I'hejr  shining  brightness  shewed  th^ni  to: 

he  no  mortal;  creatures :  besides  that  Peter  s^ud  Jx>t)n  bad  bu^^W-. 

ly  come  out  of  the  Sepulcbrei  and  both  found  and  left  it  empty 

in  her .  sight,  which  was  now  suddenly  filled  with  those  pelestiat 

guests.      That  white  Unen,  wherewith  Joseph  had  shrowdiedj  thQ: 

Sacred  Body  of  Jesus,  was  now  shamed  with  a  brighter  whiteness..:, 

Yet,. do  I  not  find  the  good  woman  ought  appalled,  with  that  i^q^ 

expected  glory.     So  was  her  heart  t;aken ,  up  with .  the  thpugbi  for 

her  Saviour,<  that  she  seemed  not  sensible  of  whatsoever  other  obn 

jects.     Those  tea^s,  which  she  did  let  drop  into  tlie  Sepulchireii 

send  up  back  to  her  the  voice  of  tiiose  angels ;  Wommiy  wayweef^> 

est  thofi  ?  God  and  his  angels  take  notice  of  every  tear  of  ourde-: 

votion.  The  sudden  wonder  hath  not  dried  her  eyes,  nor  cliarmed 

her  tongue:  she  freely  confesseth  the  cause  of  her  grief  to  be,' 

the  missiog  of  .her  Saviour ;  They  have  taken  ai^m/.mi/  Lord^  and, 

I  know-  not  where  they  hivue  laid  him.    Alas,  gpoa  Mary,  bow  6^ 

thou  lose  thy  tears !  Of  whpm  dost  thou  qpmplain,  but  of^hy  best 

iriend/  ,Who  hatbrcunoredithy  (.ord^  but  himself?  Who,  hut  his 

own  lieity,  hath  taken  away  that  'human  body  out  of  that  reg^ion, 

of  d^th?  Neither  is  he  now  ib^id  any  more  ;.'he  stands  hy  thee,: 

whose  removal  thou  complaiAest  of.     i  hus,  n^any  a  tender  and 

humbled  soul  afBicts. itself,  witb  tbQ  want  pf  tliat  Saviour^^whom  it, 

hath,  and  feeleth  not.  ,     .         . 

Sense  may.  be  no  judge  pf  the  bewail^  absence  of  Christ.  Qo 
hut  turn  back  thine  eye,  O  thou  ](i^ligious  Soul,  av4,  see  Jesii^ 
^landing  by  thee^  though  thou  knewesi  not  that  it  was  Jesus,  His 
habit  was  not.  his  own.  Sometimes,  it|  pleases  our  Saviour  to  ap- 
pear unto  his,  not  like  himself :  his  holy  disguises  are  oyr  trials.. 
Sometimes,  he  will  seem  a  stranger ;  sometimes,  an  enemy.  Some^ 
times,  he  o6fiars  himself  to  us  in  the  shape  of  a  poor  man  ;  some- 
times^ c^  a  distressed  captive.  Happy  is  he,  that-  can  discern  his- 
Saviour  in  all  forms.  .         . 

Mary  took  him  fcnr  a  garde^ar.  Devout  Magdalen,  thou  art 
not  so  much  mistaken.  As  it  was  the  trade  of  the  First  Adam,  to 
dress  the  garden  of  Eden  ;  so  was  it  the  tri^de  of  thq  Secpud,  to 
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tend  the  garden  of  his  Cbtirdi.  He  digs  up  the  soil  by  seasonaUe 
afflictions ;  he  sows  in  it  the  seeds  of  grace ;  he  plants  k  with  gnu 
cious  motions ;  he  waters  it  with  his  word,  yea,  with  his  own 
blood ;  he  breeds  it  by  wliolesome  censures.  O  Blessed  Savioor, 
what  is  it,  that  thou  neglectest  to  do,  for  this  selected  enclosure  of 
thy  Church  ?•  As,  in  some  respect,  thou  art  the  true  Vine^  and  thy 
Father  the  lfushandt?ian ;  so  also,  in  some  other,  we  are  the  Vine, 
and  thou  art  the  Husbandman.  Oh  be  thou  such  to  me^  as  thoa 
appearedst  unto  Magdalen  :  break  up  the  (allows  of  my  nature ; 
implant  me  with  grace ;  prune  me  with  meet  corrections ;  bedwr 
me  with  the  former  and  latter  rain':  do  what  thou  wilt  to  make  roe 
fruitful. 

^  Still  the  good  woman  weeps,  and  still  complains ;  and  passion- 
ately inouires  of  thee,  O  Saviour,  for  thyself. .  How  apt  are  we, 
if  thou  aost  nerer  so  little  vary  from  our  apprehensions,  to  mis- 
know  thee,  and  to  wrong  Ourselves  by  oar  mis-opinions ! 

AH  this  while,  hast  thou  concealed:'thv>*eff  from  thine  aflection- 
ate  client ;  thou  sawest  her  tears,  and  hearde^st  her  importunities 
and  inquiries :  at  last,  as  it  was  with  .Toseph  that  he  coula  no  longer 
contain  himself  from  the  notice  of  his  brethren,  thy  compassion 
causes  thee  to  break  forth,  into  a  clear  expression  of  thyself,  by 
expressing  her  name  unto  herself;  Maty.  She  was  used,  as  to 
the  name,  so  to  the  sound,  to  the  accent.  Thou  spakest  to  her 
before  ;  but  in  the  tone  of  a  stranger:  now,  of  a  friend,  of  a  Mas* 
ter.  Like  a  good  Shepherd,  Thou  callest  thy  she^  hy  their  name^ 
and  they  knew  thy  voice,  Wjiat  was  thy  call  of  her,  but  a  clear 
pattern  of  our  vocation  ? 

As  her,  so  thou  callest'  us ;  first,  familiarly,  efiectiian3*.  She 
could  not  begin  with  thee,  otherwise  than  in  the  compellation  of  a 
stranger :  it  was  thy  mercy,  to  begin  with  her.  Tmi  corrcctioB 
of  thy  Spirit  is  8%veet  and  useful ;  iVbw,  after  ye  have  known  God^ 
or  rather  are  known  of^'hhn.  We  do  know  thee,  O  God;  bat 
our  active  knowledge  is  after  our  passive :  .first,  we  are  known  of 
thbe ;  then,  we  know  thee,  that  knewest  us.  And,  as  our  knoir^ 
ledge,  so  is  our  calling,  so  is  our  election  ;  thou  beginnest  to  us 
in  all  ^  and  most  justly  sayest.  You  have  not  chosen  m^,  but  I  have 
chosen  you.  When  tiiou  wouldest  speak  to  this  devout  client  as  a 
stranger,  thou  spakest  aloof ;  Womanj  whom  seekest  thou  f  Nov> 
when  thou  wouidst  be  known  to  her,  thou  callest  her  by  her  name, 
Mary.  General  invitations  and  common  mercies  are  for  us,  as 
Xkien ;  but  where  thou  givest  grace  as  to  thine  elect,  thou  comest 
x;lo8Q  to  the  soul,  and  winnest  us  with  dear  and  particular  iiiti« 
mations.- 

That  very  name  did  as  much  as  say,  **  Know  him,  of  whom 
thou  art  knowQ  and  beloved  ;"  and  turns  her  about  to  thy  vie^rand 
acknowledffnmsnt ;  She  turned  hrrselj\  and  saith  unto  hmj  B^^' 
honi,  which  is  to  say ^  Master.  Before,  her  face  was  towawb  the 
angels :  this  woixl  retches  her  about,  and  turns  her  face  to  thee, 
from  whom  bntr  misprision  had  averted  it.     We  do  not  rightly  wp- 
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tireheiid  thee,  O  Saviour,  if  any  creatdre  in  heaven  or  earth  can 
keep  our  eyes  and  our  hearts  from  thee.  The  angels  were  bright 
mmI  glorious ;  thy  appearance  was  homely,  thy  habit  mean :  yet, 
when  she  heard  thy  voice,  she  turns  her  back  upon  the  angels,  and 
salutes  thee  with  a  Rabboni ;  and  falls  down  before  thee,  in  a  de-* 
sire  of  an  humble  amplexation  of  those  Sacred  Feet,  which  she  now 
r^oices  to  see  past  the  use  of  her  odours. 

Where  there  was  such  familiarity  in  the  mutual  compellation. 
what  means  such  strangeness  in  the  charge ;  Touch  me  not y  for  I 
am  not  yet  asceiided  to  my  Father?  Thou  wert  not  wont,  O  Sa- 
viour, to  make  so  dainty  of  beiiig  touched.     It  is  not  long,  since 
these  very   same  hands   touched  thee  in    thine  anointing;  the 
Bloody -fluiced  Woman  touched  thee ;  the  Thankful  Penitent  in 
Simon's  house  touched  thee.    What  speak  I  of  these  ?  The  mul- 
titude touched  thee;  the  executioners  touched  thee;  and,  even 
after  thy  Resurrection,  thou  didst  not  stick  to  say  to  thy  disciples. 
Touch  me  and  seCy  and  to  invite  Tliomas  to  put  his  fingers  into 
th^ir  side :  neither  is  it  long  after  this,  before  thou  sufferest  the  three 
Marys  to  touch  and  hold  thy  feet.     How  then  sayest  thou,  ToiicH 
m^  not  f   Was  it,  in  a  mild  taxation  of  her  mistaking  ?  As  if  thou 
hadst  said,  ^'  Thou  kiiowest  not,  that  I  have  now  an  Immortal 
Bcxly ;  but  so  demeanest  thyself  towards  me,  as  if  I  were  still  in 
nj  wonted  condition  :  know  now,  that  the  case  is  altered  :  how. 
soever  indeed  I  have  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father,  yet  this  body* 
of  naine,  which  thou  seest  to  be  real  and  sensible,  is  now  Impassi- 
ble, and  qualified  with  Immortality,  and  therefore   worthy  of  a* 
more  awful  veneration  than  heretofore/'     Or  was  it  a  gentle  re- 
proof of  her  dwelling  too  long  in  this  dear  hold  of  thee,  and  fix* 
m^  her  thoughts  upon  thy  bodily  presence ;  together  with  an  im* 
plied  direction,  of  reserving  the  height  of  her  affection  for  thy' 
perfect  glorification  in  heaven  ?  Or  lastly,  was  it  a  light  touch  of 
ber  too  much  haste  and  eagerness,  in  touching  thee ;  as  if  she  must 
uae  this  speed  in  preventing  thine  Ascension,  or  else  be  endanger- 
ed to  be  disappointed  of  her  hopes  ?  As  if  thou  hadst  said,  ^^  Be 
not  so  passionately  forward  and  sudden  in  laying  hold  on  me,  as 
if  I  were  instantly  ascendmg ;  but  know,  that  I  shall  stay  some 
time  with  you  upon  earth,  before  my  going  up  to  my  Father/'   O 
Saviour,  even  our  weU.meant  zeal  in  seeking  and  enjoying  thee 
may  be  faulty ;  if  we  seek  thee,  where  we  should  not,  on  earth  ; 
bow  we  should  not,  unwarrantably.     There  may  be  a  kind  of  car- 
nality in  spiritual  actions.    If  we  have  heretofore  known  thee  after' 
the  fleshy  henceforth  know  we  thee  so  no  more.     That  thou  livedst 
here,  in  this  shape,  that  colour,  this  stature,  that  habit,  I  should  be 

flad  to  know  :  nothing  that  concerns  thee  can  be  uniiseful.  Could 
say,  '^  Here,  thou  satest ;  here  thou  layest ,  here,  and  thus,  thou 
wert  crucified ;  here,  buried ;  here,  settest  thy  last  foot ;"  I  should 
with  much  contentment  sec  and  recount  these  memorials  of  thy 
presence :  but  if  I  shall  so  fasten  my  thoughts  upon  these,  as  not 
to  look  higher  tothe  spiritual  part  of  thine  atchievements,  to  the 
power  ana  issue  of  tby  Resurrection,  I  am  never  the  better. 
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Np  sooucr  art  thou  ris^Uy  Uian,  tbcOK  spoalcest  afi  o&cffi^us\  is 
thou  did^t  lie  down  to  rise,  so.  d\ds^  thou  rise  to  ascend:  uati* 
the  consummatLpn  of  thy  gior^;,  and.QU^s  in  thee.  Thou,  tbat 
forbadcst  her  tquch,  enjoinest  Uw  errajid  ;,  Go-to  mji,hrethreny  tmi 
sdf/y  I  ascoid  uii/o  ??ij/  Fatluir  and  i^mr  Father y  i.o  nijf  Ood  and 
your  God.  j      ,  .^      .   . 

'  The  annunciation  of  thy  RcsuneiMtion  a^id  A.suei)sipn  is  more 
than  a  private  fruition  :  fh\^  is  for  t^e.  qooifuit  of  ooc  )  thai,  for 
tbe  h^ncht  of  iuany«^  To  ^t  ^till  anid  ei\ipy,  W  Qipre  sw^et  fortbe 
presGiit ;  ,,but  tp.i^o.aml  tell^  'n^  more  ga^uful  in  .the.  seqiieL  Thai 
great  ange^hontrht  himself,  as  he  well.niight^  highly  lioBOujr^i 
in  tliat  h^  ^'as  aj>pointed  to  cavry  tliQ  happy  news  i^n(o  tlie  Blessed 
Vh'gin,  tliy  Holy  Mother.,  of  .her.,c<>n<;^ptio^  of^tUi^.  h«;r  Sa* 
vip^r  ;.hQW  honouriaJDle  must  it  needs  beto  Mary. .])i/Iag|dat^in)  ti^ 
^,inu8t  be  tbo  mess^ngev.qf  thy. spqond  birtUy  thy'  li^urree- 
tipn^  and  instant  Ascensioii !  Jfyw  beautiful  do  th^/cfSf  ^  /^Mr 
deserve  to  be,  wlw  bring  thi  glad  tidings  of  peace  sfud  solvation! 
What  matter  is  it,  O  Lord,  if  njieu;  desphiei  whw^^^^iiQu  wilt  ijo< 
nour?  .      .    t 

.To  whom  then  dost  thou  ,^n^  her  ?  Go^  tell  my  breihei^. 
Blessed  Jesus,  who  are  those  f^  VVcre  they  not  thyfoUo^wets?  Yea, 
were  tbey  not  thy  forsakers  ?  Yet  still  thou  stylest  tb<;iu  tliy  bre* 
thren.  O  admirable  hun^hty  I  O  infinite  mercy  !  HQ\f  dosttboa 
raise  their  titles  with  thyself!  At  &rst,  they  wcrei  thy  servaiHs; 
then,  disciples;  a  iittle  before  thy  death,  they  were,  thy  frkuda; 
pow,  after  tby  Resurrection,  they  were  thy  b^^thren.:  /Thpu,  tliat 
wert  exalted  inBnitelv  higher  from  mortal  tp.  in[unort<U,|cl^;^<^ndest 
so  much  lower  to  call  them  brethren,  wliq  were  bcforo  firieiidsy dis- 
ciples, servants.  What  do  we  stand  upou  4:ermi;  of  ogi;  poor  ine- 
Siiality,  when  the  Son  of  God  stoops  ,so  low,  as  to  call,  as  bre- 
irenr.  But,  O  mercy  without  measure!  Why  wik  thou,  Inwr 
canst  thou,  ()  Saviour,,  call  tlu'm  brethren,  whoui,  in  their  last 

Jarting,  thou  foujulest  fugitives :  Did  they  not  run  from  theeJ 
)id  not  one  of  them  rather  leave  his  inmost  coat  behiiiid  hioi, 
than  not  be  quit  of  thee  ?  Did  not  anotiier  of  tlieai  deny  thee, 
yea  abjure  thee  ?  And  yet  thou  sayest,  Cro,  idl  hiy  bicthwu 
If  is  not  in  the  j)Owcr  of  the  sins  of  our  iniirmity,  to  unbrotlier 
us :  when  we  look  at  the  acts  themselves,  they  are  heinou:»; 
when  at  the  persons,  they  are  so  much  moro  faulty  as.  more 
obliged  ;  but  when  we  look  at  the  mercv  of  thee  who  hast  caUed 
us,  now,  JVho  sliall  separate  us?  W^iien  we  ha ve« sinned,  thy 
dearness  hath  reason  to  aggrax  ate  our  sorrows  ;  bat  wiien  we  have 
sorrovved,  our  faith  hath  no  less  re<ison  to  uphold  us  from  de- 
spairing •  even  yet  we  are  brethren  ;  brethren  in  thee,  O  Saviour, 
,  who  art  ascending  for  us;  in  thee,  who  hast  made  thy  Fatlier  ottis, 
thy  God  our  God.  He  is  thy  Father,  by  eternal  generation ;  our 
Fatht^r,  by  his  gracious  adoption :  thy  God,  by  unity  of  esaence; 
our  God,  by  his  grace  and  election. 

It  is  this  propriety,  wherein  our  life  and  happiness  coniastetb. 
They  arc  weak  ct»mforts,  that  can  be  raised  from  the  appreheaaoa 
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of  thy  general  mercies.    What  were  I  the  better,  O  Saviour,  that 
God  were  thy  Father,  if  be  be  not  mine  ?  Oh  do  thou  give  me  a 

E articular  sense  of  my  interest  in  thee,  and  thy  goodness  to  me. 
iring  thou  thyself  home  to  me ;  and  let  me  find,  that  I  have  a 
God  and  Saviour  of  my  own. 

It  is  fit,  I  should  mark  thy  order  j  first,  my  Father^  then  yours. 
Even  so.  Lord,  He  is  first  tnine  ;  and,  in  thine  only  right.  Ours.  It 
is  in  thee,  that  We  are  adopted ;  it  is  in  thee,  that  we  are  elected: 
without  thee,  God  is  not  only  a  stranger,  but  an  enemy  to  us. 
Thou  only  canst  make  us  firee  ;  thoii  only  canst  make  us  sons.  Let 
me  be  found  in  thee,  and  I  cannot  foil  of  a  Father  in  Heaveri. 

With  what  joy ,  did  Mary  receive  this  errand!  With  what  joy, 
did  the  disciples  welcome  it  from  her!  Here  was  good  news  nrom  . 
a  far  country ;  even  as  fiar  as  the  utmost  regions  or  death.  ^ 

Those  disciples,  whose  flight  scattered  them  upon  their  Master^s*" 
apprehension,  are  now,  at  night,  like  a  dispersed  covey  met  toge- 
ther by  their  mutual  call :  their  assembly  is  secret ;  when  the  light 
was  shut  in,  when  the  doors  were  shut  up.     Still  were  they  fear- 
ful ;  still  vrere  the  Jews  malicious.     The  assured  tidings  of  their* 
Master's  Resurrection  and  Life,  have  filled  their  hearts  with  joy 
and  wonder.     While  their  thoughts  and  speech  are  taken  up  with  • 
so  happy  a  subject,  his  miraculous  and  sudden  presence  bids  their 
senses  be  witnesses  of  his  reviving  and  their  happiness.     When  the 
doors  were  shut^  where  the  disciples  were  assembledy  for  fear  of 
the  Jewsy  came  Jesus ^  and  stood  in  t lie  midst ^  and  said ^  Peace  be 
unto  you. 

O  Saviour,  h6w  thou  earnest  in  thither,  I  wonder ;  I  inquire  not : 
I  know  not  what  a  glorified  body  can  do ;  I  know  there  is  nothing 
that  thou,  canst  not  do.  Had  not  thine  entrance  been  recorded  for 
strange  and  supernatural,  why  was  thy  standing  in  the  midst  noted 
before  thy  passage  into  the  room  ?  why  were  the  doors  said  to  be 
shut,  while  thou  earnest  in  ?  Why  were  thy  disciples  amazed  to 
see  thee,  ere  they  heard  thee?  Doubtless,  they,  that  once  before 
took  thee  for  a  spirit  when  thou  didst  walk  upon  the  waters,  could 
not  but  be  astonished  to  sec  thee  while  the  doors  were  barred, 
without  any  noise  of  thine  entrance  to  stand  in  the  midst :  ^yell 
might  they  think  thou  couldest  not  thus  be  there,  if  thou  wert  not 
the  God  of  Spirits. 

There  might  seem  more  scruple  of  thy  reality,  than  of  thy  power :. 
and,  therefore,  after  thy  wonted  greeting,  thou  shewedst  them  thy 
hands  and  thy  feet,  statnped  with  the  impressions  of  thy  late  suf- 
ferings. Thy  respiration  shall  argue  the  truth  of  thy  life.  Thou 
breathest  on  them,  asa  Man  ;  thou  pivest  them  thy  Spirit,  as  a 
God ;  and,  as  God  and  Man,  thou  senaest  them  on  the  great  errand 
of  thy  Gospel. 

All  the  mists  of  their  donbts  are  now  dispelled  ;  the  Sun  breaks 
oat  clear  :  Thhj  were  glad,  when  they  had  seen  the  Lord,  Had 
they  known  thee  for  no  other  tlian  a  mere  man,  this  rc-appcarance 
could  not  but  have  aftrighted  them  ;  since,  till  now,  by  thine  Al- 
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mighty  pp.wer  this  vr2s  never  dpue^  tbjat  the  loDg-sioce  dead  rose 
out  of  their  grav^,  f^nduppeared  unto  many :  but  when  they  re- 
counted the  miraculous  worVs  that  thou  hadst  done,  an.d  thought 
of  Lazarus  so  lately  raised ,  thi/^e  appro  vied  Deixy  gave  them  con- 
fiUence,  and  thy  presence  joy. 

We  cannot  but  be  lost3rs,  by  our  absence  from  hply  assemblijes. 
Where  wert  thpii)  O  Thomas,  -^ifhei)  the  rest  of  tJiat  Sacred  Fa- 
.  noUy  were  met  together  ?  Had  thy  fear  put  thee  to  §p  long  a  flight, 
that,  a3  yet,  tjiou  wert  not  rieturn^d  to  thy  fellows  ?  .Of  md^ttbou 
siifier' other  occ^ions  to  detain  th^e  from  this  hapmaes$  ?  Now, 
for  th^  time,  thou  ml^spd^t  that  Divine  Br^at^,  which  fK>  copjfortr 
ably  inspired  tb^  rest ;  now,  thou  ^t  suffered  tq  fall  into  that  weak 
distrust,  which  thy  presence  had  prevented.  They  told  thee,  JVc 
have  seen  tA^  Lord;  was  not  this  enough  ?  Would  no  eyes  serve 
thee,  buttfaini^  ovyn  ?  Were  thj  ears  to  no  use  for  tliy  faith?  £x^ 
cept  Tsee  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  Jjnger 
into  ihjSi  print  of  ih^  nails^  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his  side^  I 
will  not  oeli^e.  Suspicious  Man,  who  is  the  worse  for  that  ?  \Vh09e 
i3  th^  loss,  if  thou  beheve  not  ?  Is  there  no  certainty,  but  in  thine 
own  senses  ?  Why  were  not  so  many  and  so  holy  eves'  and  tonguea 
,  a^  credible,  as  thy  own  hafids  and  eyes  ?  How  little  wert  thou  yet 
Acquainted  with  the  ways  of  faith  ?  Faith  com^  by  bearuig* 
These  are  the  tongues,  that  must  win  the  whole  world  to  ao  as- 
sent;  ana  dost  thou,  .the  first  man,  detract  to  yield  r  Why  was 
that  word  so  hard  to  pass  I  Had  not  that;  thy  Divine  Master  fore« 
told  thee,  with'  the  rest,  that  he  must  be  crucified,  and  the  third 
day  rise  again  ?  Is  any  thing  related  to  be  done,  but  that,  which 
Wa3  foire-promised  ?  any  thing  beyond  the  sphere  of  Divine  Oo^ 
nipotence  ?  Go  then,  and  please  thyself  in  thme  overwise  incredu* 
lity,  yvhile  thy  fellows  are  happy  in  beUeving* 

.  It  is  a  whole  week  that  'Thomas  re$ts  in  this  sullen  uobelipf ;  ia 
^1  lyhich  time,  doubtless,  his  ears  are  beaten  with  the  many  cpo« 
stant  assertions  of  the  holy  women,  the  first  witnesses  of  the  Re- 
suirrectiQvi ;  as  al^o  of  the  two  disciples  walking  to  Emoiaus^  whose 
heai'ts  burning  wit^iin  them,  bad  set  their  tongues  on  fire,  in  a 
jealous  relation  of  those  happy  occurrences ;  with  the  assured  re« 
ports  of  the  rising  and  re-apjp^rance  of  many  saints,  in  attend* 
ance  of  the  Lord  and  Giver  or  Life :  yet  still  he  struggles  with  his 
own  distiriu^t ;  and  stiffly  suspend&his  belief  to  that  truth^  whereof 
hp  cannot  deny  himself  enough  convinced.    As  all  bodies  are  not 

aually  apt  to  be  wrought  u{>on  by  the  same  medicineiseo  are  not 
souls  by  the  same  means  of  faith :  one  is  refractory ,  while  otberi 
axe  pliable. 

O  Saviour,  how  justly  mightest  thou  have  left  this  man  to  his 
own  pertinacy !  Whom  could  he  have  thanked,  if  he  had  perished 
in  his  unbelief?  But,  O  thou  Good  Shepherd  of  IsiH^,  that 
couldst  be  content  to  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  to  go  fetch  ooe 
stray  in  the  wilderness,  how  careful  wert  thou  to  reduce  this  strag- 
gler to  his  f^llo)xs  I  Ri<rht  so  were  thy  disciples  re-assembled,  td^. 
was  tlie  season^  the  place  the  same,  so  were  the  doors  shut  upi 
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Wiett,  fliat  tinl>elierihg  disciplle  being  now  present  with  the  rest^ 
thou  so  earnest  in,  so  stoddst  irt  the  midst,  soshc?wedst  thy  hands 
and  feet;  and,  singling  out  thy  incredulous  client,  invitedst  his 
eyes  to  see,  and  Ws  fingers  to  handle  thy  hands,  and  his  hand  to  be 
thrust  into  thy  side,  that  he  might  not  be  faithless,  but  faithful- 
Blessed  Jesu,  how  thou  pitiest  the  errors  atrd  infirmtties  of  thf 
servants  !  Even  when  we  are  froward  in  our  mis'conceits,  and  wor- 
thy of  nothing  but  desertion,  how  thou  fo!16we^  us,  and  over- 
tatest  us  with  mercy  ;  and  in  thine  abundant  compassion  wilt  ro- 
claim  and  save  us,  when  either  we  meant  not  or  would  not !  By  ' 
how  much  more  unworthy  those  eyes  and  hands  were,  to  see  and 
touch  that  lAimortal  and  Glorious  Body ;  by  so  much  more  wonder- 
ful was  riiy  goodness^  in  condescending  to  satisfy  that  curious  infi- 
delity. 

Nerther  do  I  hfear  thee,  so  mitch  tcs  to  chSde  that  weak  obstinacy. 
rtwasnotit)ng,sinCethou  dfdsi sharply  tafe  up  thie  two  disciples,  that 
dfd  walk  tb  Enmiaus,  O  fools ^  (ma  shw  of  Mart  io  believe  all  that 
iht  prophets  have  spoken!  but  this  was  under  the  disguise  of  an  un- 
kAown  traveller,  upon  the  way,  ^Wien  they  Were  atone :  now,  thou 
^peakest  with  my  own  tongue,  before  all  thy  disfciples,  instAd  of 
rebuking,  thou  only  ^xhbrtest ;  Senotfaithlesiy  but  faithful. 

Behold,  thy  mercy,  no  fe^s  Aan  thy  power;  hath  melted  the 
eongealted  heart  of  thy  ifnb^KeVing^  foflower ;  Then  Thomas  an-^ 
^weredy  iindiiid  unto  nim;  My  Lord\  and  iny  Odd.  I  do  not  hear, 
that,  when  it  came  to  the  issue,  Thomas  employed  his  hands  fn  tliid 
triial.  His  <^te  \^^ri  nb*r  stlffibieht  assurance/  Thfe  s6rrisfe  6f  *bis 
Ma^ei^s'QKirtisfeierice,  in  thW  trarticular  challenge  of  hin^,  spared, 
jk^rhap^,  tfte^hboVir  6f  a'  ftrrth^  difec^fuisitioh.  And  no>V,  how  hap- 
pily was*  th^  doubt  bestowed/  which  brought  forth  so  faithful  a 
ioufesirfoh,  JUfy  Lby^dy  vvy  dod  !  \  hear  not  such  a  word,  froni 
A6sfe  thaii  believed.  It  was  w6ll  fdr  us,  it  T^as  Wdi  for  thee,  O 
Thomas,  that  thou  (Rstrtistedst  ^  elsfe^;  neither  had  the  worfd  re-J 
celVed  so*  perfect  an  evidence  of  ifhe  Resurrection,  whereoti  all  out 
salvation  depehdeth ;  neithbr  ftadst  them  yielded  so  pregnant  and 
divine  an  astipulation  to  thj>'  Blessed  Saviour.  Now,  thou  dost  not 
outy  pj^ofess  bis  Resufrection,  but  his  Godhead  tbo,  and  thy  hap. 
^y  interest  in  both.  And  now,  if  M^*^  b6  blessed y  that  have  not 
seen  dndytt  believed;  blessed  att  tliou  also,  that,  haVjng  seen,  hast 
tihus  beheved  :  and  blessfed  be  thou,  O  God,  whaknowest  how  to 
make  advantage  of  the  infirmities  of  thy  chosen,  for  the  pro- 
moting of  their  Salvation,  the  confirmation  of  thy  Church,  the 
glory  of  thy  own  Name:'    Amen. 

Matthew  xroin.  Markxvi,  Lttke  xxro.  Joknxx. 


THE  ASCENSION. 


It  stood  not  with  thy  purpose,  O  Saviour,  to  ascend  immediately 
from  the  grave  into  heaven.  Thou  raeantest  to  take  the  earth  in 
^y  way  \  not  for  a  sudden  passage,  but  for  a  lei^surely  conversa^ 
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tion.  tJpoA  thy  Easter-Day,.-  thou  spakest  of  thi^e  Ascension; 
but.  thou  wo uldst  have  forty  days  interposed.  Hadst  thou  merely 
respected  thy  own  glory,  thou  hadst  instantly  changed  thygrav« 
for  thy  Paradise  ;  tor  so  fnuch  the  sooner  haost  thou  been  possess^ 
edof  thy  Father^s  joy  ;  w.e  would  not  continue  in  a  dungeon,  when 
we  might  be  in  a  palace :  but  thou,  who  for  our  sakes  vouchaaf- 
edst  to  descend  frofn  heaven  to  earth,  wpuldst  now  in  the  upshot 
have  a  gracious  regard  to  us  in  thy  return. 

Thy  death  had  troubled  the  hearts  of  many  disciples,  who 
thoufflit  that  condition  too  mean  to  be  compatible  lyith  the  glory  oC 
the  Messiah  ;  ajid  thoughts  of  diffidence  were  apt  to  seize  npoo 
the  holiest  breasts.  So  loni^,  therefore,  wouldst  tbpu  hold  fooling 
upon  earth,  till  the  world  were  fully  convuiced  of  the. infallible 
evidences  of  thy  Resurrection  ;  of  all  which  time,  thou  Only  canst 
give  ah  account. .  ;It  was  not  for  tifiaix  and  blood  to  trace  ttie  ways 
of  Immortality ;  neither  was  our  frail,  corruptible,  sinful  nature  a 
meet  companion  fcir  thy  now^glorified  Humanity :  the  glprious  an^ 

fels  of  heaven  ijrcre  now  thy  iittes^t  attendants..  .But  yet,  how  oUt 
id  it  please  thee  graciously  to  impart  tbysejf  t^his  while  unto  men ; 
and  riot  only  to  appear  unto  thjj  jd^isqples,  but  to  r^ew  unto  them 
the  familiai:  forms  of  thy  wonteq  ^conversation,  inxonferring,  walk* 
ing,  eating  with  them  !,  Andbav^y  ^%n  thou,  drewest  near  to  ^y 
last  parting,*  thoii,  who  hadst  many  tinfi9^jsJ;ewed  thyself  before  to 
thy  several  disc^gles,  thou^htest  mef;t  to.ass^blp  ^it!^  ^  toge- 
ther, for  a  universal  valediction,  ,  t     ...;...;    t: 

Who  can  be  too  rigorous  in  Censuring  the  igp6i:ances  of  well^ 
meaiiin^Christiansjwnen  he  sees  the  domestic  followi^rs^^  Christ, 
even  after  his  Resurrection,  mistake  the  majioe^d  qt  k}s  coming 
in  the  flesh  ?  Zqrdy  wilt  thouL  at  thi^  time  restore  agaimthc  icings 
doni  unto  Israel?  Tfiey  saw  their, AJaster  now.  oijt of  tne  rt^ch  of 
all  Jewish  envy;  they  saw. his  power  ilhmitec^  ,aha  irc^^ble; 
they  saw  him  stay  so  long  upbneairth,  that,  they  might  ipiagiui^lie 
meant  to  fix  his  abode  there ;  and .  what  should  he  do  t^ere  but 
reign  ?  and  wherefore  should  they  be  now  assen)bled^  but  for  the 
choice  and  distribution  of  offices.;  apd  for  the  ordering  qf  the  af- 
fairs of  that  State,  which  was  now  to  be  vindicated  T  O,  weak 
thought^  of  well-instructed  disciples !  What  should  a  heavenly 
body  do  in  an  earthly  throne  ?  How  should  a  spiritual  life,  he  em- 
ployed in  secular  cares?  How  poor  a  business  is  the  teniporaL 
kingdom  of  Israel  for  the  King  of^  Heaven  ?    , -^ , 

And  even  yet,  O  Blessed  Saviour,  I  do  not  hear,  thee  sharply 
control  this  erroneous  conceit  of  thy  mistaking  followers:  thy 
mild  correction  insists  rather  upon  the  time,  than  the  misconceivea 
substance,  of  tbatrestauration.  It  was  thy  gracious  purpose,  that 
thy  Spirit  should  by  degrees,  reotify  their  judgments,  and  illumi- 
nate them  with  thy  Divine  trutlis :  in  the  mean  time,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  raise  up  their  liearts  to  an  expectation  of  that  Holy  Ghost, 
which  should  shortly  lead  them  into  all  needful  and  requisite  vc- 
*'ities. 

And  now,  with  a  gracious  promise  of  that  Spirit  of  thine,  with 
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•  » 

a  Garefiil  charge  renewed  onto  thy  disciples  for  the  promulgatioo  of 
thy  Gospel,  with  a  heavenly  benediction  of  all  thiue  acclaiming  at- 
teodance,  thou  takest  leave  of  the  earth ;  When  he  had  spoken 
these  things i  while  they  beheld j  he  was  taken  up,  and  a  cloud  re^ 
^ceived  him  out  of  their  sight,  O  happy  parting;  5t  for  the  Sa* 
vtour  of  Mankind;  answerable  to  that  Divine  conversation,  tfi 
that  succeeding  Glory !  O  Blessed  Jesu,  let  me  so  tar  imitate 
thee,  as  to  depart  hence  with  a  blessing  in.mymoutli.  Let  my 
soul,  when  it  is  stepping  over  the  threshold  of  heaven,  leaye,  b(^« 
hind  it  a  l^acy  of  peace  and  happiness. 

ItwasfromtheMountof  Olives,  that  thou  took(;st  thy  rise  into 
heaven.  Thou  mightest  hai^e  ascended  from  the  vaiiey  ;,  aU  the 
globe  of  eartU was  alike. to f thee:  but,  since  thou  wert  to  mount 
upward,  thou  wouldst  take  so  much  advantage  as  tiiat  staic.pf 
ground  would  afford  thee ;  thou  wouldst  not  u^e  the  help  of  a  a4r 
racle  in  that,  wherein  nature  oflfered  her  ordinary  service.  Wh<^ 
difficidty  had  it  been  fqr  thee,  to  haVe  styed  up  from  the  very  ven- 
tre of  earth?  Rut,,  since  thou  hast  made  hills  so  much  ncar^ 
unto  heaven,  thou  wo^ddst  not  neglect  the. benefit  of  thy  pwu 
creation.  Where  we  hp^ve  pommon  helpn,  we  may  not  depend 
upon  supernatural  provision^) ;  we  may  nQjs  strain  the  Divine  Pro* 
Tidencetotbe  supply  of  our  jnegligence,  or  tliehumpuriiig  of  oujr 
presumption.  Tliou,  .tliat  coulost  always  baye  walked  on  the  sea^ 
wouldst  walk  so  but  once,  w^en  thou  wantest^shipping :  thou^^  t(f 
whom  the  highest  mountaiiis  were  but  valleys,  wouldst  \yalk'up,\^ 
iiill  to  ascend  thence  into  he^f^^a.  .  O  God,  teach  me  toble^tiiec 
for  means,  when  J  have  them ;.  and  to  trust  thee  lot  means,  wh^i|{  I 
have  them  not;  yea,  to  trust  to  thee  without  melons,  when  lliave 
jio  hope  of  them. 

What  hiU  was  this  thou  chosest,  but  the  Mount  of  Olives  ?  Thy 
pulpit  shall  I  call  it,  or  thine  orat£u*y  \  the  place,  from  .whence 
thou  hadst  wont  to  show^  down  thy  heavenly  doctrine;  upon  the 
hearers ;  the  place,  where  thou  haflst,>^ut  to  sen^  up.  th^rj^raycrs 
to  thy  Heavenly  Father ;  the^place,,  that  shared  with  the  1  eiupjc 
ibr  both :  in  the  day-time,  thop  wert  preaching  in  the  Temple  j.  ip 
the  night,  praying  in  the  mount  of  Olives.  ,  On  this  very  njl)^ 
was  the  blopdy  sweat  of  thine  Agony ;  now  is  it  the.mount  of  thy 
Triumph.  From  this  Mount  of  Olives,  did.  flow  that  oil  of  glad- 
ness, vmerewith  thy  Chuj«cli  is  everlastingly  refreshed.  That  God, 
that  uses  to  punish  us  in  the  same  kind  a\  herein  we,  have  oflended, 
retributes  also  to  us  in  tlie  same  kind  and  ciirQumstaricc{>  wherein  we 
have  been  afflicted.  To  us  also,  O  Saviour,  even  to  u^^  thy  uijj- 
worthy  members,  dost  thou  seasonably  vouclisafe.tp  give  if  propor- 
tionable joy  to  our  heaviness ;  laughter,  to  our  mourning  ;  glory, 
tp  contempt  and  shame.  Our  agonies  shall  be  answered  with  exr 
altation. 

Whither  then,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  whither  didst  thou  ascend? 
whither,  but  home  into  thy  heaven  ?  From  the  mountain,  wert 
thou  taken  up ;  and  wliat  but  heaven  is  above  the  hills  ?  Lo,  these 
are  those  mountains  of  spices,  which  tliy  Spouse,  the  Church,  long 
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iince  desired  thceto  fcltnib.  Thou  "haisrt  tiow  cMmheA  ?ip  that  itrfi* 
irite  steepness,  and  hast  left!  all  subKoiity  below  thee.  Already 
hadst  thou  approved  thyself  the  Lord  and  Commander  of  Eatth, 
Df  Sea,  of  Hell.  ThelEarth  confest  ihee  her  Lord,  when  at  tl^ 
voice  she  rendered  thee  thy  LazaAts  ;  when  sh^  shook  at  thy  Pas- 
Won,  and  gave  up  her  deatl  saints :  the  Sea  acknowledged  thee,  m 
that  it  became  a  pai^fenient  to  thy  fefet,  antl,  at  thy  command^  to 
the  feet  of  thy  disciple  ;  in  that  it  became  thy  treasui*y  for  tby  tri- 
bute-money :  Hell  found  and  aclcfiowledged  thee,  in  tEhat  thoa 
conqueredst  all  tjie  powers  of  darkness;  even  him,  that  bad  the 
bower  of  death,  the  Devil.  It  mjw  only  remained;  that,  as  the 
Lord  of  the  Air,  tlibu  shouldst  pass  through  all  the  re^ons  of  that 
yielding  element ;  and,  as  Lord  of  Heaven,  thou  shouldst  pass 
through  all  the  gloriotrs  contignations  thereof;  that  so  every  Jhiee 
might  hw  to  thee,  bdtk  in  heccven^  and  in  earthy  and  Undef^  fkg 
tctrth. 

Thou  hadst  an  everlasting  right  to  that  heaven,  that  shoiltld  be; 
in  undoubted  possession  of  it,  ever  since  it  was  :  yea,  even  whifc; 
thou  didst  cry  and  sprawl  in  the  Cratch,  while  thou  didst  ban^  upon 
the  Cross,  while  thou  Wert  sealed  up  in  tliy  Grave ;  but  thy  nW- 
Ttaan  natni-e  had  not  taken  actual  possession  of  it,  til!  now.  Like 
as  it  was  in  thy  true?  type,  l>avid,  he  had  right  to  the  kingdom  cf 
Israel  immediately  upon  his  anointing;  but  yet,  nrahy  a  Kard 
bnmt  did  he  pass',  ete  he-had  the  full  possession  of  h,  in  m  aflcent 
to  Hebron. 

*  I  see  noW,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  I  see  where  thou  art ;  et^  ftr  almvfe 
ill  heavens,  at  the  right  hand  of  thy  Father's  glo'i'y.  TMs  is  the 
far  counti-y,  into  which  the  Noblefnan  went  to  receive  for  bimseif 
a  kingdom ;  far  off  to  us,  to  thee  near,  yea  intrinsical.  Ob  do 
tliou  raise  up  my  heart  thither  to  thee.     Place  thou  my  aflbctions 

•  upon  thee  abt)vc;  and  teach  me  therefore  to  love  heaven,  becausi 
thou  art  'there. 

How  then,  O  Blefeised  Saviour^  how  didst  thou  ascend?  WkBe 
they  beheld  J  he  was  ttiken  t/p,  nnd  dclottd  received  hivi  out  of  their 
iigtitJ   So  wast  thou  taken  upj  as  that  the  act  ^as  thy  own  ;  the 

SoWet  of  the  act'  none  but  tnine.  Thou,  that  desceodedst,  wast 
le  same  that  ascendedst:  as  iu  thy  descent  there  was  lio  use*  of 
any  power  or  will  but  thy  o\mi,  rto  mor^  was  there  in  thme  asoenL 
Still  and  ever,  wert  thou  the  Master  of  ftff  own  acts.  Thou  laidst 
down  thy  own  life,  no  man  took  it  from  thie ;  tbbu  raisedst  up  thy- 
self from  death,  uo  hand  did  or  could  help  thee;  thou  carriedst 
up  thy  own  glorilRed  flesh,  and  placedst  it  in  heiiven.  The  angels 
did  attend  fliee ;  they  did  not  aid  thee :  whence  had  they  their 
strength,  but  from  thee  ?  Elias  ascended  to  beaten,  but  be  was 

•  fetcht  up  in  a  charibt  of  fire ;  that  it  might  appear  hfence,  that 
man  baa  need  of  other  helps,  who  else  douid  not  of  himself  so 
much  as  lift  up  himself  to  the  airy  heaven,  much  less  to  the  em* 
pyreal.  But  thou,  oirr  Redeemer,  ucededst  no  chariot,  no  car- 
riage of  angels :  thou  art  the  Author  of  Life  and  Motion ;  they 
move  in  and  from  thee.    As  thou,  therefore,,  didst  move  tfapeif 
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nipwaid,  5d,  by  the  same  Divine  pover,  thou  wilt  raise  us  up  to  the 
participation  of  thy  glory.  Tl?ese  vile  bodies  shaU  be  iinade  like  to 
thy  glarious  body^  according  to  the  workings  whereby  thou  art  able 
to  subdue  all  things  unto  thyself. 

Elias  had  but  one  witness  of  his  rapture  into  heaven }  St,  Paul 
had  none,  no  not. himself ;  for,  uliether  in  the  body  or  out  of  ike 
iorfy  he  knew  not.  Thou,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  wouldst  neither  Imv^ 
^  eves  witnesses  of  thine  Ascension,  nor  yet  too  few.  As,  after 
thy  Itesurrection,  thou  didst  not  set  thyself  upon  the  pinnacle  of 
the  Temple,  nqr  yet  publicly  shew  thyself  within  ity  ^  making 
thy  presence  too  cheap ;  but  madest  choipe  of  those  eyes,  whon^ 
thou  wouldst  bless  with  the  si^ht  of  thee ;  thou  Wf(rt  seen  indeed 
of  five  hundred  at  once,  but  tney  were  brethren :  so,  in  thine  As- 
cension, tliou  didst  not  carry  all  Jerusalem  promiscuously  forth 
with  thee  to  see  thy  glorious  departure,  but  only  that  selected  com- 
pany of  thy  disciples,  wtiich  had  attended  t]^ee  in  thy  life.  Those, 
yfho  immedi^ly  uppA  thine  ascending  returned  to  Jerusalem^ 
were  a  hunudred  and  twenty  persojos:  a  competent  number  of  wit- 
nesses, to  verify  that  thy  miraculous  and  triumphant  passage  into 
thy  glory.  Lo,  those  only  were  thought  worthy  to  behold  thy 
niajestical  ascent,  which  had  been  partners  with  thee  in  thine  hu- 
miliation. Still,  thou  wilt  liave  it  thus  with  us,  O  Saviour,  and  wi» 
embrace  the  condition :  if  we  wil)  converse  with  thee  in  thy  lowly 
estate  here  upon  ^^'tb,  wading  with  tlieis  through  contempt  ^nd 
xpanifoM  afflictions,  we  shall  be  made  happy  witli  the  sight  and 
pogimunion  of  thy  glory  above. 

O  my  soul,  be  thou  now,  if  eyer,  ravished  with  the  conten^pl^ 
tion  of  this  comfortable  and  blessed  farewell  of  thy  Saviour.  What 
a  sight  was  this ;  how  full  of  joyful  assurance,  of  spiritual  conso- 
lation !  B^ethinks,  I  see  it  still  \yith  their  eyes ;  how  thou,  ipy  Glo* 
vious  Saviour^  didst  leisurely  and  insensibly  rise  up  from  thine 
Olivet  ]  taking  leave  of  thine  acclaiming  disci^iles,  now  left  below 
thee,  with  gracious  eyes,  with  heavenly  bencaictions.  Metiiinks, 
I  see  how  they  followed  thee  witli  eager  and  longing  eyes,  with 
arms  lifted  up  ;  as  if  tliey  had  wished  them  winged,  to  jbave  soar-, 
ed  up  after  thee.  And  it  Elijah  gave  assurance  to  his  servant  Eli- 
sha,  that,  if  he  should  behold  him  in  that  rapture,  his  Master'6 
^piqt  should  be  doubled  upoi^  him ;  what  an  aocession  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  Joy  and  Confidence  must  needs  be  to  thy  happy  disciples, 
in  seeing  tli^e  thus  gradually  rising  up  to  thy  heaven  !  Oh  how. 
unwillingly  did  their  incentive  eyes  let  go  so  Blessed  an  Object ! 
Itow  unwelcome  wafi  that  cloud,  that  interposed  itself  betwixt  tlice 
and  tbefp ;  and,  closure  up  itself,  left  only  a  glorious  splendour 
behind  it,  as  the  bright  track  of  thine  Ascension  !  Of  old,  her« 
below,  th@  Glory  of  ^  Lord  appeared  in  tiie  Cloqd :  now,  afar 
oif  in  the  sky,  uie  Cloud  intercepted  this  ^cavenly  Glory  ;  if  dis« 
tance  did  not  ratbei:  do  it,  rlian  that  bright  meteor.  1  heir  eyc^s 
attended  tltee  on  thy  way,  so  fiur  as  their  beams  would  roach:  when 
they  could  go  no  further,  the  Goud  received  thee.  Lo,  yet  even 
(iiat  very  screen,  wheyeby  tl^op  wer^  taken  off  from  ^11  earthly 
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view,  was  no  other  than  glorious.  How  much  rather  do  all  tin 
beholders  fix  their  sight  upon  that  cloud,  than  upon  the  best  piece 
of  the  firmament !  Never  was  the  sun  itself  gazed  on  with  so  much 
ipteation.  With  what  lo!i(y  looks,  with  what  astonished  acclama- 
tions, did  these  transported  beholders  follow  thee,  their  Ascending 
Saviour !  as  if  they  would  have  looked  through  that  cloud  and  that 
heaven,  that  hid  thee  from  them. 

But  oh,  what  tongue  of  the  highest  archangel  of  heaven  can 
express  the  welcome  of  thee,  the  King  of  Glory,  into  those  Bless- 
ed Regions  of  ImmdttaHty  ?  Surely,  the  empyreal  heaven  never 
resounded  with  so  much  joj^:  Goa  ascended  with  jubilation^  and 
the  Lord  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet.  It  is  not  for  us,  weak 
and  finite  ci'eatures,  to  wish  to  conceive  those  incomprehensible, 
spiritual.  Divine  gratulations,  that  the  Glorious  Trinity  save  to 
tne  Victorious  and  now  Glorified  Human  Nature.  Certainly,  if 
when  he  brought  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  worlds  he  said.  Let 
all  the  angels  wcrrship  Hint ;  much  more  now  that  he  ascends  on 
high  and  hath  led  captivity  captive,  hath  he  given  him  a  name 
dbove  all  ndmeSy  that  at  the  name  of  JESITS  all  kn^es  should  bow. 
And,  if  the  holy  angels  did  so- carol  at  his  birth,  in  the  very  en- 
trance into  that  estate  of  humiliation  and  infirmity ;  with  what  tri- 
umph did  theyreceivehimnow,  returning  from  the  perfect  atchieve- 
ment  of  man's  redemption  !  And,  if,  when  his  type  had  vanqatsh- 
ed  Goliath,  and  carried  the  head  into  Jerusalem,  the  damsels  came 
forth  to  meet  him  with  dances  and  timbrels ;  how  shall  we  think 
those  angelical  spirits  triumphed,  in  meeting  of  the  great  Con- 
queror of  Hell  and  Death  !  How  did  they  sing,  Lift  up  your  heads 
ye  gates y  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  King  of 
Glory  shall  come  in  / 

Surely,  as  he  shall  come,  so  he  went:  and,  behold, heshall anno 
with  thousands  of  his  Holy  Ones :  thousand  thousaitds  ministered 
unto  him,  and  ten-  thousand  thousands  stood  before  him  :  firom  alt 
whom,  methinks,  I  hear  that  blessed  applause,  Worthy  is  theLajnb 
that  was  killed,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  praise :  Praise,  and  honour, 
and  glory,  andpoxver,  be  to  him,  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  evermore. 

And  why  dost  not  thou,  O  my  soul,  help  to  bear  thy  part  with 
that  happy  quite  of  heaven  ?  Why  art  not  thou  rapt  out  of  my 
bosom  with  an  ecstasy  of  joy,  to  see  this  human  nature  of  ours 
exalted  above  all  the  powers  of  heaven ;  adored  of  Angels,  Arcb- 
angels,  Cherubim,  Seraphim,  and  all  those  mighty  and  glorious 
Spirits ;  and  sitting  there  crowned  wiiA  infinite  G-lory  and  Ma^ 
Jestv? 

Although,  little  woiild  it  avail  thee,  that  our  nature  is  thus  ho- 
noured, if  the' benefit  of  this  Ascension  did  not  reflect  upon  thee. 
How  many  are  miserable  enough  in  themselves,  notwithstanding 
the  glory  of  their  human  nature  in  Christ !  None,  but  those,  that 
are  found  in  him,  are  the  happier  by  hitn :  who,  but  the  members, 
are  the  better  for  the  glory  of  the  liead  ?  O  Saviour,  how  should 
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our  -weakness  have  ever  hoped  to  climb  into  lieayen^  if  thou  hadst 
not  gone  before  and  made  way  for  us  ?  It  is  for  us,  that  thou,  the 
forerunner,  art  entered  in.  Now,  thy  Church  hath  her  wish ;  Draw 
7ne,  and  I  shall  run  after  thee.  Even  so,  O  Blessed  Jesu,  how 
ambitiously  should  we  follow  thee  with  the  paces  of  love  and  faith, 
and  aspire  towards  thy  glory  !  Thou,  that  art  the  wa^^  hast  made 
the  way  to  thyself  and  us ;  Thom  didst  humble  thyself^  and  becamest 
obedient  to  the  death,  even  to  the  death  of  the  Cross.  Therefore  hath 
Gffd  also  highly  exalted  thee ;  and  upon  the  same  terms  will  not 
fail  to  advance  us.  We  see  thy  track  before  us,  of  humility  and 
obedience.  Ob  teach  me  to  follow  thee,  in  the  roughest, ways  of 
obedience,  in  the  bloody  paths  of  death  ;  that  I  may  at  last  over- 
take thee,  in  those  hi^h  steps  of  Immortality. 

Amongst  those  millions  ot  angels,  that  attended  this  triumphant 
Ascension  oi  thine,  O  Saviour,  some  are  appointed  to  this  lower 
station,  to  comfort  thy  astonished  disciples,  in  the  certain  assur- 
ance of  thy  no  less  glorious  Return  ;  Two  men  stood  by  them,  in 
white  apparel.  They  stood  by  them;  they  were  not  of  them: 
they  seemed  men ;  they  were  angels :  MeUy  for  their  familiarity ; 
two^  for  more  certainty  of  testimony ;  in  white,  for  tlie  joy  of 
thine  Ascension. 

The  angels  formerly  celebrated  thy  nativity  with  songs ;  byt  we 
do  not  find  they  then  appeared  in  white.  Tnou  wert  then  to  un* 
dergo  much  sorrow,  many  conflicts :  it  was  the  vale  of  tears,  into 
which  thou  wert  come  down.  So  soon  as  thou  wert  risen,  the  wo- 
men saw  an  angel  in  the  form  of  a  youn?  man,  clothed  in  white ; 
and  now,  so  soon  as  thou  art  ascended,  Two  men  clothed  in  xvhite 
stand  by  thy  disciples:  th^  task  was  now  done,  thy  victory 
atchieved ;  and  nothmg  remained  but  a  crpwn,  which  was  now  set 
upon  thy  head.  Justly,  therefore,  were  those  blessed  angels  suited 
with  the  robes  of  light  and  joy.  And  why  should  our  garments  be 
of  any  other  colour  r  Why  should  oil  be  wanting  to  our  heads, 
when  the  eyes  of  our  faith  see  thee  thus  ascended  ?  It  is  for  us, 
O  Saviour,  that  thou  art  gone  to  prepare  a  place  in  those  celestial 
mansions ;  it  is  for  us,  that  thou  sittest  at  the  right  hand  of  Ma- 
jesty. It  is  a  piece  of  thy  Divine  Prayer  to  thy  Father,  that  those, 
wham  he  hath  given  thee,  may  be  with  thee.  To  every  bleeding 
soul  thou  gayest  still,  as  thou  didst  to  Peter,  Whither  J  go,  thou 
canst  not  follow  me  now,  but  thou  shalt  follow  me  hereafter.  In 
assured  hope  of  this  ^lory,  why  do  I  not  rejoice ;  and,  beforehand^, 
walk  in  wtme  with  tbme  angels,  that,  at  the  last,  I  may  walk  with 
thee  in  white  ? 

Little  would  the.  presence  of  these  angels  have  availed,  if  they 
had  not  been  heard^  as  well  as  seen.  They  stand  not  silent,  there- 
fore; but,  directing  their  speech  to  the  amazed  beholders,  say, 
Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  into  heaven  9  What  a 
question  was  this  ?  Could  any  of  thase  two  hundred  and  forty  eyes 
have  power,  tcJ  turn  themselves  off  to  any  other  object,  than  that 
cloud,  and  that  point  of  heaven,  where  they  left  their  Ascended 
Saviour?   Surely,  every  one  of  them  were  so  fixed,  that,  had  not 
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the  speech  of  these  angek  called  them  off,  there  they  had  set  up 
their  rest,  till  the  darkness  of  night  had  interposed.    P^rdoo  me^ 
^>ye  Blessed  Angels;  had  I  been  there  witli  them,  I  should  also 
have  been  unwilling  to  have  had  mine  eyes  palled  off  from  that 
dear  prospect,  and  diverted  unto  you.    Never  could  ^bej  have 
^azea  so  happily  as  now.    If  but  some  great  man  \m  advanced  to 
honour  over  our  heads,  how  apt  we  are  to  stand  at  a  gate ;  snd  to 
eye  him,  as  some  strange  meteor !    Let  the  sun  but  shine  a  little 
upon  these  dials,  how  are  they  looked  at  by  all  passengers !   Yet, 
aias',  what  can  earthly  advancement  make  us,  other  man  we  are, 
dust  and  ashes ;  which,  the  higher  it  is  blown,  the  more  it  is  scat* 
tered  ?   Oh  how  worthy  is  the  King  of  Glory  to  command  our  eyes 
now,  in  the  highest  pitch  of  his  heavenly  exaltation !  Lord,  I  can 
never  look  enough  at  th^  place,  where  thou  art ;  but  wluit  eye 
could  be  satisfied,  with  seeing  the  way  that  thou  wentest  ? 

It  was  not  the  purpose  of  these  angelsj  to  check  the  long  looks 
of  tliese  faithful  disciples  after  their  Ascended  Master ;  it  was'oDly 
a  ichange  of  eyes,  that  they  intended ;  of  carnal,  for  spiritual ;  « 
the  eye  of  sense,  for  the  eye  of  faith.  •*  This  same  Jesus ^  which 
is  taken  up  from  you,  into  heaven^  shall  so  come,  in  like  manner  as 
ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven.  Look  not  after  him,  O  ye  weak 
disciples,  as  so  departed,  that  ye  shall  see  him  no  more.  If  he  be 
gojpe,  yet  he  is  not  lost.  Those  heavens,  that  received  him,  afcaJl 
restore  him ;  neither  can  those  blessed  mansions  decrease  his  glory. 
Ye  have  seen  him  ascend  upon  the  chariot  of  a  bright  cloud  ;  andt 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven  ye  shall  soe  him  descend  again  to  his  Last 
^udgnxent.  He  is  gone :  can  it  trouble  you  to  know  you  have  an 
Advocate  in  Heaven  ?  Strive  not  now  so  much  to  exercise  your 
bodily  eyes  in  looking  after  him,  as  the  eyes  of  your  souls  in  look^ 
itiff  for  him.^* 

Ye  cannot,  O  ye  Blessed  Spirits,  wish  other  than  well  to  man. 
kind.  How  happy  a  diversion  of  eyes  and  thoughts  is  this,  that 
^you  advise !  If  it  be  our  sorrow,  to  part  with  our  Saviour;  vet, 
to  part  with  hipi  into  heaven,  it  is  our  comfort  and  felicity :  it  his 
absence  could  be  grievous,  his  return  shall  be  happy  and  glorious. 

Even  sOy  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly.  In  the  mean  while,  it  is 
not  heaven,  that  can  keep  thee  from  ine^  it  is  not  earth,  that  can 
keep  me  from  thee.  Raise  thou  up  my  soul  to  a  life  of  fittth  with 
thee :  let  me  ever  enjoy  thy  conversation,  while  I  expect  thy  re-i 
\\ixn.  Acts  I. 
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